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DIRECTORY

5th Annual CJ 
Turkey Trot to be 
Held on Nov. 24

BELTWAY EXPANSION PROJECT FACES 
LEGAL CHALLENGE 

Friends of Moses Hall, the Maryland 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, and the Natural Resources 
Defense Council filed a federal lawsuit 
Oct. 11 against the Maryland Department 
of Transportation and Federal Highway 
Administration. 

The lawsuit seeks to stop additional 
action on the Beltway expansion project 
— including any financial commitments 
to any private partners for the toll-lane 
construction — while the errors in the 
environmental review are corrected. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BY CHARLOTTE TROUP LEIGHTON
VP of Advocacy, CJCA 
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The toll-lane project threatens two historic 
sites of national significance to Cabin John: 
the Morningstar Moses Cemetery and 
Plummers Island, which has been studied 
by the Washington Biologists’ Field Club for 
over a century. 

The lawsuit lays out deficiencies in the state’s 
environmental review, including: 

• The Federal Highway Administration and 
Maryland Department of Transportation 
ignored a requirement that they consider 
how additional traffic on the Beltway and 

Our 5th annual, widely-attended, 
and free Turkey Trot will be held 
Thanksgiving (November 24) at 

10:00 am. The 2.5-mile run/walk starts near 
the parking lot at the Cabin John Local Park 
and makes a loop via MacArthur Blvd., 79th 
St., and the canal. More precisely, it follows 
the bike path along MacArthur to 79th St., 
then down to the C&O Canal, back along 
the canal towpath to the one-lane-bridge 
footpath, then up and over the bridge back to 
the park. Don't worry, there will be signs and 
course monitors along the route. We start at 

Thanksgiving Day  |  Nov. 24
10:00 AM

Cabin John Local Park
FREE | https://tinyurl.com/mrsc4zbh

CJCA Holiday Party Returns December 11
This year’s Cabin John Holiday Party 
will be held on Sunday, December 
11 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community Center and is co-
sponsored by CJCA and the Clara Barton 
Community Center. 

We need volunteers to run the party. 
Please contact Scott and Heidi Lewis 
(cjcapresidents@gmail.com, 202-257-9956) 
if you can help with one of the following 
things: decorations/set up, food pickup/
setup, table & chairs setup, kids crafts, 
Santa’s gifts to kids, contacting local 
merchants to get raffle items, Christmas 
tree pickup/setup, and cleanup.The CJ Holiday Party is a long-time 

tradition - this artwork ran in the late 
’90s to promote the event.
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TURKEY TROT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Cabin John Local Park by 
the parking — follow the crowd.

FOOD DONATIONS
Please consider bringing non-
perishable grocery items to 
this year’s Turkey Trot. As has 
been our tradition, we will be 
collecting food and donating it 
to Manna Food Center’s Smart 
Sack program. The Smart Sack 
Program provides backpacks 
of food each weekend to some 
2,850 Montgomery County 
school kids. Popular food items 
include jars of peanut butter, 
boxes of granola bars, instant 
oatmeal, and canned vegetables 
and fruits.

REGISTRATION AND 
VOLUNTEERING
As always, the Turkey Trot is 
free, but we are asking every 
household to please register 
online at https://tinyurl.com/
mrsc4zbh so that we can plan 
accordingly. When registering, 
you also will have the 
opportunity to volunteer. Please 
consider signing up to put up 
course signs before the event or 
to be a course monitor during 
the trot. 

Questions about registration 
or volunteering? Contact 
cjcapresidents@gmail.com. VN
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, WED. NOV. 30 |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

AGENDA
1. Review of October meeting minutes
2. Discussion of Cabin John Creek, courtesy 
    of the Friends of Cabin John Creek
    a) Latest on the impact of the Beltway  
    b) Expansion on the Cabin John Creek 
    Information on the grant awarded to 
    monitor and protect the Creek
3. Giving Tree project — update on progress 
    of CJ participation in this yearly holiday-
    season support of SOME
4. Open discussion — opportunity for 
    attendees to raise topics of interest 
    or concern

If you cannot attend in person, you can join 
remotely via Google Meet — Video call link: 
https://meet.google.com/hvd-nbtg-vom. 

SUMMARY OF MEETING MINUTES 
from the October 26, 2022, CJCA Meeting
Submitted by Kelly Banuls

Old Business
Scott Lewis shared that CJCA submitted a 
response to Palisades Pool Club stating that 

AGENDA FOR THE NEXT CJCA MEETING
CJCA members voted against accepting any 
change to the community pool hours and are 
awaiting a response.
New Business
Cabin John Poster — Heidi Lewis solicited 
ideas from attendees regarding ways to 
make Trudy Nicholson’s Cabin John poster 
art available to interested Cabin Johnners. 
Ideas from attendees included: a) T-shirts, 
perhaps a series based upon individual 
vignettes from the poster; b) printed posters, 
color and black & white; c) notecards; d) a 
coloring book; e) a jigsaw puzzle. Follow-up 
action includes obtaining Trudy’s copyright 
authorization to print and otherwise utilize 
the art and to price the various options and 
present back to CJCA.

Upcoming Events
Turkey Trot — 10:00 am on Thanksgiving at 
the Clara Barton field. After discussion, the 
attendees recommend keeping the 
event structure the 
same as previous 
years. Received 
suggestion to offer 
a photo-taking area 

so families can be photographed together 
(possibly polaroids to take home after).

Holiday Party — Sun., Dec. 11, 5:00 pm - 
7:00 pm, Clara Barton Center. Attendees also 
felt the general structure of this event works 
well, though suggestion was made that a teen 
room with possible PG-13 holiday movie 
would provide greater interest for older kids.

Cabin John Directory Online
Marcy Harrison recapped the option to 
make the Cabin John Directory available 
online and demonstrated the online and 
mobile versions. Full details and Q&A were 
shared in the October 2022 Village News. 
Motion to make the directory available 
online passed with 13 yes votes and 1 no 
vote. Marcy will handle the steps necessary 
and will be providing more information to 
the community shortly.

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

VN

270 would increase soot (PM2.5) levels near 
the highway; 

• MDOT is not disclosing details about its 
claim that the toll lanes will reduce traffic, 
while the U.S. Department of Transportation 
said it could not confirm the “plausibility” or 
“validity” of MDOT’s traffic findings; 

• MDOT and FHWA acknowledge 
that people buried in the 130-year-old 
Morningstar Moses Cemetery could be in 
the path of the expanded highway, but failed 
to perform a simple assessment to determine 
if the project would, in fact, disturb any 
graves; 

• New piers for a widened American Legion 
Bridge would occupy Plummers Island, a 

site considered to be 
the most scientifically 
studied island in 
North America, 
which could worsen 
flooding and erosion 
on the island. 
Construction on the 
undeveloped island 
and the widened 
bridge’s shadow would 
damage research plots 
and rare plants.

Beltway Expansion Suit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VN
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LOCAL NATURE

Here Comes the Coyote

BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

“Beep, Beep!”
As children, we would imitate the sound 
of the cartoon Road Runner, joining in 
utter delight as the feathered hero once 
again foiled the often-elaborate plans for 
its capture by the bird’s arch-enemy, Wile 
E. Coyote. And the more technologically 
advanced the scheme to catch Road Runner, 
and the more awful the outcome for Wile E. 
Coyote, the harder we laughed.

“Beep, Beep!”

Cartoon animals are never portrayed as 
they are in real life; too “savage” for young 
eyes to bear. Let’s start with the footrace of 
roadrunner vs. coyote. Even going flat out, 
its body parallel to the ground, using its 
tail for balance, the real roadrunner barely 
exceeds 20 MPH, while a coyote can reach 
speeds double that. Advantage coyote. If we 
wanted to see this engagement unfold in 
real life, we in Maryland would have to head 
west. The roadrunner, a largely terrestrial 
member of the cuckoo family, ranges no 
further east than western Louisiana; it is 
mainly a desert dweller of the U.S. Southwest 
and northern Mexico. Coyotes, in contrast, 
range across North America and are now in 
our backyards. And that is where our real 
story begins.

It was not until the early 1970s that the first 
coyote was spotted in Maryland. Since then, 
coyotes have spread across the state, reaching 
Montgomery County in 1990. Today, coyotes 

are thought to number in the 
thousands in Maryland alone. 
Coyotes are believed to be 
resident in Rock Creek Park 
and probably live in the Cabin 
John Creek Park and along 
the Potomac. With so much 
small-mammal and bird prey 
available for their omnivorous 
diet, coyotes are built to 
become the suburban wolf, or 
at least what many biologists 
more rightly consider as the 
ecological equivalent of the 
Eurasian golden jackal, which 
is a jack of all trades when it 
comes to eating whatever it 
encounters.  The big question 
that ecologists ask, and is still 
unanswered, is what took 
the coyotes so long to reach 
Maryland, the Hudson Valley, 
Cape Cod, or many Eastern 
locales? There were always plenty of white-
tailed deer fawns and small mammals. Why 
did they take so long to be part of our local 
fauna?

It is not because they are especially secretive, 
and thus rarely spotted or counted. People 
often mistake coyotes for wolves, but coyotes 
are much smaller. The average male coyote 
weighs from 18 to 44 lbs. (the female slightly 
less) while in comparison, the average male 
North American wolf weighs about 80 
lbs. The carnivore biologist Randall Eaton 
once described the wolf as a pair of jaws 
with track shoes. The same image can be 
applied to coyotes who are even faster than 
wolves although slightly smaller in the jaw 
department. Coyotes top out at 35 to 43 mph 

and wolves at 31 to 37 mph. Coyotes have 
to be fast because wolves will kill them if 
they intrude on wolves’ territories or try to 
scavenge a carcass.

The hostility between wolves and coyotes 
must have periods of truce, because the 
emergence of the coywolf, a hybrid between 
wolves and coyotes suggests some degree of 
hanky-panky. Coywolfs have been sighted 
regularly in eastern Canada and New 
England but not in our parts. 
Coyotes will eat just about anything, 
including lots of grass, fruits, and even 
caterpillars in their seasonal diets when 
birds and small mammals are scarce and no 
roadrunners are available. Coyotes hunting 
in packs can even bring down larger prey 
such as adult deer, although as far as I know, 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Over the last six years, Noelle Tower has 
served as the production and layout editor 
for The Village News. She used her keen 
design talent to revamp the layout of the 
newsletter into the version we know today. 
Each month she spent hours carefully laying 
out stories, writing headlines and captions, 
and choosing and 
cleaning up photos 
that helped both 
inform and entertain 
readers throughout 
the neighborhood. 

Beyond her 
design and layout 
contributions, she 
developed and wrote 
countless stories 
featured on these 
pages and worked 

THANK YOU TO OUR PRODUCTION/LAYOUT EDITOR!

A Bittersweet Farewell to Cabin John

I have lived at both ends of Seven Locks 
Rd. for most of my life. My young 
childhood was spent growing up in 

Carderock and swimming on the swim team 
there. During my middle and high school 
years, we moved to the other end of Seven 
Locks to live in the Ashleigh neighborhood. 
My fondest childhood memories remain 
the hours I spent in the writers workshop at 
Glen Echo, doing art classes in the yurts, and 
walking along the trails of the Potomac river 
and getting muddy in the CJ creek. 

It was always a dream of mine to live in 
Cabin John, because even as a young child, 
I recognized what a special, eclectic, and 
artistic community it was. So when my 
family moved back to the area I knew that 
Cabin John was the place we needed to live. 
I wanted my girls to experience the beauty 
and community esprit that is so unique to 
Cabin John. As we moved in our home on 
Seven Locks near MacArthur, I felt like all 
my dreams had come true. 

We rejoiced in having our two dogs grow 
up here and loved taking them for walks 

and swims in the creek. Our CJ neighbors 
became fast, close friends. I'll fondly 
remember trivia night at the community 
center, volunteering and, most importantly, 
eating at the Chicken and Crab Feast, block 
parties, and the simple moments like trail 
runs along the creek, and breathing in the 
change of the seasons. Most of all, I'll take 
with me the spirit of CJ and how everyone 
in this community so deeply cares about the 
nature, we are surrounded by. 

I have deeply enjoyed my time as co-editor of 
The Village News. When I started this project 
to update the News, taking over from the 
wonderful previous editors, Tim Weedlun, 
and Mike Miller, who ushered the News 

BY NOELLE TOWER
Co-Editor, The Village News

forward for 12 years, I felt truly honored and 
a sense of responsiblity to take their work on 
the News to the next level. Susan Shipp, and 
then co-editor, Vashti Van Wyke, and I took 
seriously our task at hand. We wanted to 
ensure The Village News remained, first and 
foremost, a community newsletter sharing 
news that Cabin John neighbors care about 
like the beloved nature column, written by 
Eric Dinerstein, and sharing the talents of 
artists like Trudy Nicholson. We invited 
neighbors in and the results were amazing, 
with many neighbors contributing their 
words and stories, illustrating the beautiful 
community we have in our Cabin John. I 
know our current co-editor Loretta will take 
the baton and carry this mission forward. 

So, while we look forward to the beaches of 
Malibu, it is quite bittersweet to be leaving 
this home we have loved. We raised our girls 
here and enjoyed every minute of our time 
spent in this close knit, artistic, nature-loving 
community. I will miss it deeply. To everyone 
who read the newsletter the last 6 years, I 
want to say thank you for allowing me to 
share my talents with this community.

Noelle Tower with dogs Louis and Daisy, who 
will very much miss all their CJ dog buddies.
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COYOTE
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
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with the team to keep the production on 
track every month. She is now heading to 
California with her family, and while we will 
miss her and her dedication, we wish her all 
the best on her next adventure. Thank you, 
Noelle, for all of your work for The Village 
News and the Cabin John community!

there are no reports of them hunting in 
packs locally.

Has any reader of this column seen a coyote 
in Cabin John? It would be my joy to end 
this year of natural history columns on 
animals that move in the night with my 
own sighting along 78th St., or down by the 
Potomac. I hope such a sighting will come 
soon. Since moving to Cabin John 28 years 
ago, it has become much more common 
to hear breeding red foxes vocalize in the 
backyard. Perhaps some night in the next 
few years we will hear the soulful sounds of 
our own resident coyotes. Far more poetic 
than “Beep-Beep.”
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HOLIDAY GIVING TREE 2022
BY LORI RIECKELMAN
AND HEIDI LEWIS

2022 will be the 13th year of Cabin 
Johnners generously providing resources and 
love-in-action to the 200 families in SOME’s 
transitional housing, and we want to make it 
a lucky 13. 2021 was the best year yet, with 
over 100 CJ families donating a whopping 
$9,500, so we’ve got a challenge this year to 
see if we can break $10,000.

So Others Might Eat 
(SOME) is a local, 
DC-based nonprofit 

that fights poverty and homelessness by 
providing housing, healthcare, training, and 
social services, and this joint effort by the 
communities of Brookmont, Glen Echo, and 
Cabin John has become the largest source of 
holiday-season support, empowering parents 
to provide gifts under the tree for their 
children on Christmas morning and basic 
necessities for themselves.

HOW TO GIVE

Gift Cards
As with the last couple of years, gift cards in 
$50 increments to stores such as Amazon, 
Target, Walmart, and Macy’s as well as gift 
cards for Visa and Mastercard would be most 
appreciated. 

Purchase the cards yourself and drop them 
off at Lori Rieckelman’s house or order them 
from the merchant online and have them 
sent directly to Lori. Text her (301-655-
4404) when you have left cards in the bin on 
her porch so that she can quickly retrieve 
them. Her address is 6423 79th Street. You 
may also give the gift cards to Lori at the CJ 
Holiday Party.

Venmo/Zelle
You can send your donation to Lori by 
either Venmo (@Lori-Rieckelman) or Zelle 

(rieckell@aol.com) and she will purchase gift 
cards in your name.

After pausing during the pandemic, we will 
once again have specific wish lists from 
SOME program children so that CJers can 
provide the items to make their Christmas 
wishes come true. We have only eight 
families with specific lists, so if you want to 
do some shopping on behalf of one of these 
youngsters, contact Lori at rieckell@aol.com 
or call/text her at 301-655-4404.

All donations are due by Sunday, December, 11 — the day of the 
Cabin John Holiday Party

VN
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Dear Cabin John,
I want to let neighbors and community 
members know that long-time resident and 
super cyclist Reed Martin’s Alzheimer’s 
disease progressed to the point that it was 
no longer possible or safe for him to continue 
living in his home of 40-plus years on 79th St. 
On October 23 we moved him into Brookdale 
Senior Living facility at 11215 Seven Locks 
Rd (Room 122), at the SE corner of its 
intersection with Tuckerman Lane.  

Reed, along with my mom Barbara Martin, 
were both heavily involved in the Cabin John 
community for many, many years. Reed’s 
daily biking forays, adorned with his railroad 
engineer’s hat, on MacArthur Boulevard and 
the canal towpath have made him a well-
known and beloved icon. He also delighted 
in showing anyone who walked up or down 
79th St. some of the many quirky treasures 
housed in his garage and house.

Brookdale has been wonderful in helping us 
make this transition as smooth as possible. 
They are allowing us to keep his bike in a 
storage room at the facility, and two young 

women are taking turns taking him out for 
daily rides. We have decorated his room with 
as many photographs and keepsakes as we 
possibly could.

We encourage visits from his Cabin John 
friends and neighbors. Our strong feeling is 
that the more personal connections Reed 
can maintain, the happier he will be. It is not 
necessary, but would probably be a good 
idea, to call Brookdale beforehand to make 
sure he is not on a field trip or otherwise 
engaged in an outside activity. Their number 
is 301 765-9198. It’s OK to sign him out for 
brief outings, but we would discourage 
visits to Cabin John while he is making this 
transition.

I can be reached with questions at 
443-223-7709 or drclark6@gmail.com.

Thanks,
Steve Clark

CJCA Note: It would be hard to overstate the 
lasting influence of Reed and Barbara Martin 
in shaping the character of Cabin John into the 
neighborly, active, diverse, and quirky place we 
all love. The December 2016 edition of the VN 
includes a remembrance of Barbara that touches 
on some of their many involvements in the town. 
We really hope community members will keep 
Reed embraced as a part of Cabin John by visiting 
him at Brookdale or even signing up to accompany 
him on a bike ride, following the guidelines Steve 
has shared.

O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco
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Last weekend's Haunted House at the 
Community Center was a smash 
success. 

Almost 300 glow necklaces were handed out 
(thanks to staff member Lolita), meaning 
that almost 300 youngsters attended. 
Including parents, nearly 450 people came 
through the doors. Lots of them stuck 
around outside after going through the Scary 
Path to have refreshments, play games, and 
get their fortunes told. All four past fortune 
tellers attended, Melanie Patt-Corner, Jan 
Iris Smith, Mary Tyszkiewicz, and Caroline 
Casey were present, bringing an All-Star 
cast. 

Center Director Barry Jones and his team 
procured the pipe and drape and did set up 
in advance, thus reducing the stress level. 
Thanks to Barry and the County, seven of 
the pop-up tents were provided. 

ANNUAL HAUNTED HOUSE LIVES TO SCARE AGAIN
BY BURR GRAY 
FCBBC FCBCC Board member Stace Kimmel 

expertly purchased some of the blow up 
items, an excellent scary addition to the 
event, and organized our helpers into 
categories to help with setup, actual running 
of the event (guides and scary figures), plus 
cleanup. 

All of the kids get SSL hours for their efforts.  
Judith Bell, also an FCBCC Board member, 
ran the refreshments table. 53 pizzas (picked 
up and delivered by Fiona Gray in three 
installments during the 2-hr period) were 
eaten along with 13 gallons of apple cider. 
Glen Echo Pizza opened on Sunday just for 
this event, and provided two free pizzas at 
the end, so the owner, Brad Siegel, is to be 
thoroughly thanked. VN

PHOTOS: Fiona Gray

These Haunted House 
visitors enjoyed a visit 
with a new friend.
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Did Someone say MOM’S PIES?  
Due Monday Nov. 21   Come and get ‘em! 

Chris for you that could be Friday 11/11 am Chris  
Fine Food & Spirits  Holiday Gifts Galore 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Specialty Chocolates  Cards  Candles  Calendars  
 

www.bethesdacoop.org   301 320-2530 6500 Seven Locks Rd. CJ MD 

 

Fresh Local Daily 

BOO! 
SPIRITS 

GOURMET 

        DELIGHTS! 

Nearly 300 kids attended this 
year's Haunted House, had their 
fortunes told, and devoured 53 
pizzas in short order. Thanks to 
all our spooky volunteers!
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PUBLIC WORKS CORNER

BY SCOTT LEWIS

Along with the utter beauty of fall 
comes the necessary and mostly-
enjoyable task of raking, gathering, 

and dumping leaves that have collected in 
gutters and by the edges of yards.
 
Wouldn't you know that Cabin John is 
Area 1A for Montgomery County's Leaf 
Collection Program? 

According to MoCo's website (https://
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DOT-
Highway/Leaf/), the first of two rounds of 
leaf collection for Cabin John will begin 
on November 18 (as of this Village News 
printing). Weather — specifically rain — can 
push things back. 
A second round of 
leaf collection will 
begin in December, 
though no start date 
has been set.
 
MoCo requests that 
residents pile leaves 
on the curb and not 
in the street to ensure 
safe travel.

 Of course, check the website for the most 
up-to-date information. Happy raking! VN

FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com
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ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

6417 83rd Pl. $895,000 3 2 0 1653

23 Froude Cir. $1,299,000 4 2.5 0 2808

ACTIVE UNDER CONTRACT

7630 Tomlinson Ave. #32  $319,000 2 1 0 768

PENDING

35 Ericsson Rd.  $689,900 2 2 0 1213

CLOSED: SOLD PRICE: 

6604 Seven Locks Rd.  $1,705,000 5 4.5 2 3505
6451 Wishbone Ter. $1,000,000 3 3.5 2 1839
5 Ericsson Rd.  $350,000 2 1 0 806

OCT - NOV 2022

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor 

RACHELLE CHEROL

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
There are 5 important things, other than price, to consider when 
evaluating an offer.  Although your first instinct may be to accept the 
highest offer, price isn't the only thing worth considering. When vetting 
offers, evaluate these five areas in addition to price:

1. The Earnest Money Deposit - the higher the earnest money, the 
stronger the offer.

2. The Contingencies such as home inspection, financing, appraisal, 
etc.- the fewer contingencies the more likely to reach closing and in 
a timely fashion.

3. The Down Payment - the larger down payment signals a buyer's 
financial wherewithal to complete the sale.

4. The All Cash Offer - the more cash the buyer puts down, the more 
likely the lender is to approve their loan.

5. The Closing Date - typically closing or "settlement" takes 30-60 days 
from date of acceptance of an offer.

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 
invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com

Home is
where the heart is.
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A N T H O N Y W I L D E R . C O M    3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.
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PETS OF CABIN JOHN
BY SARAH CRAVEN
Contributing Writer

MEET CECE OF 81ST STREET 

Cece or CC was named for Charm City, the 
nickname for Baltimore, where she was rescued in 
2012 by the Mee-Moore family, after having been 
abandoned in a Safeway parking lot. Robin Mee’s 
son Max "suggested" that they bring Cece home. 
Derrick was not thrilled when they called with 
the news of a new dog en route, but within 10 
minutes of Cece's arrival in Cabin John, Derrick 
was completely smitten.

Cece is a terrier mix in the pit bull realm. She 
loves to run free, play in the yard, and roll and 
twist on her back in the grass. Efforts to “train” 
Cece have been met with mixed success. Cece is 
often wary of other dogs, but if the humans get 
along, she does too. She reacts badly to anyone 
carrying stick-like objects, and one theory is that 
in her early life, Cece might have been a bait dog 

in a Charm City fighting ring.

Cece has had a charmed life in 
Cabin John. She has made many 
friends, including a few dogs, like 
Judy Welles’ dog, Buddy. A few 
months ago, Cece was diagnosed 
with canine lymphoma. Cece’s 
exuberance and energy have slowed 
down, and she is sleeping a lot. The 
Mee-Moore family doesn’t know 
how much longer Cece will be part 
of the Cabin John community, so 
every day is a charming gift.

Find something old 
Find something new
at the Clara Barton Holiday Craft Show

Sunday, December 4 | 1:00 to 5:00 pm

For more information, email cjcraftshow@gmail.com, or call the 
Community Center, 410-269-2840

Sponsored by the Friends of Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC) in 
cooperation with the Montgomery County Department of Recreation. 
Proceeds go toward other events and activities at the Center.

Meet Local Artists

Buy handmade crafts 
for family & friends

Truly Local ⎯ sold by the local artists, 
artisans, and authors who made them.

Jewelry, baked goods, woodworking, jams, 
paintings & prints, knitting, honey, metal art, 
coffee, children's books, pottery, and more!

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon - Thurs  9 am – 8 pm  Fri  9 am–3 pm  Sat-Sun - rentals only  

Closed Nov. 24-25, Dec. 24  through Jan. 1, 2023, and Jan.16, 2023
Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec   | Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

2ndAct  55+ Club
HOLIDAY SHOPPING @ the Clarksburg Outlets
     WED, DEC. 5,  10:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
      Transportation provided
      Bring money for lunch and shopping
      Sign up at CBCC front desk or call the Center

MOVIES OF THE MONTH
     Wed, Dec. 7 at noon: Marry Me
     Mon, Dec. 12 at noon: The Curse of Sleeping Beauty

Long-Term Care Primer: Speaker Mark Gottlieb
     Wed, Dec. 14 | 11:00 am – noon | Light refreshments
     Sign up at CBCC front desk or call the Center

Cook Once, Eat Twice: Good news on leftovers
     Wed,  Jan. 11,  Noon to 1 pm
     Presented by Giant Foods

Mondays|  5:00–6:00 pm | Dec. 5, 2022 - Mar. 13, 2023
Meet your peers and get some friendly competition
Skill levels intermediate and above. Ages 8 to 14

JOIN THE CHESS CLUB | Activity # R03026-201

or THE BOARD GAME CLUB | Activity # R03026-202

club
FRIDAY

Games, crafts, movies, sports, 
snacks, and more 
One Friday p/month | 7:00–9:00 pm
Dec. 16  Jan. 27  Feb. 24, 
Mar. 24 Apr. 28  May 19
Grades 3-6      $40 for the series
Activity # R03002-101

Wisdom Yoga
Tues, Jan. 10 - Mar. 23, 2023 |10:30 am -11:30 am
Ages 18+ | $121 for the series
Activity # R05128-214

CJCA Neighborhood Directory: 
Next Steps for Online Access and How to “Opt Out”

At the October CJCA meeting the 
community approved allowing 
residents to access an online version 

of the CJCA Neighborhood Directory. The 
online system will be available in January for 
authorized residents to view the information. 

Residents will not be able to edit any 
information. Only individuals who are both 
a) in the directory currently, and b) set up 
an account (see below) will have access. Also 
new Cabin Johnners (arrivals after March 
2021) can request to be included in the 
online directory and get online access.

Unless you “opt out” of the database, all the 
information that is currently in the 2021 
printed directory for your household will be 
displayed in the online directory.  
To “opt out” please send an email to 

cjdirectory2020@gmail.com and indicate 
that you want to opt out. If you opt out, 
no information will be displayed for your 
household. If you do not have email access 
you can submit your request to opt out in 
writing and mail to CJCA Attn: Directory, 
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818.

If you want to access the directory online or 
through a mobile app, you will need to set 
up an individual account with your email 
address and a password. As part of the 
initial sign up you will also set up a profile 
that specifies which data elements you 
would like to display, e.g., names, emails, 
cell phone numbers, child names. 

Detailed instructions and an instructional 
video with screen shots of how to create 
an account and set up a profile will be 

available in early January and will be emailed 
to all residents currently in the database.

If you would like to submit any edits to your 
household information please send an email 
with your edits to cjdirectory2020@gmail.
com.

If you have any questions please contact 
Marcy Harrison, CJCA VP Communications 
at marcyharrison@earthlink.net or call 
301-908-8906.

BY MARCY HARRISON
CJCA VP Communications

VN
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
LOOKING FOR THE 
SCOOP FROM YOUR 
STOOP 
New to Cabin John? Celebrating a birth, 
milestone or achievement? Holding a 
block party or art opening? Publishing 
a book?

The Village News editors are always 
on the lookout for news of note. Please 
share the latest from your corner of 
Cabin John by emailing vneditorial@
gmail.com.

Where in the world is 
Cabin John?

Cabin John 
is 4,797 miles 
northwest of 
Ipanema beach, 
in Rio de Janeiro, 
and 3,642 miles 
southwest of 
Portobello 
Road Market, 

in London, UK. These distances are 
displayed in destination signs posted by 
Paulo Lyra as a birthday gift to his wife 
Marcia. They highlight places that were 
meaningful to her life and career. That 
includes the National Gallery of Art 
(11 miles east), where Marcia works as 
a volunteer, and Duke University (269 
miles southwest), where their daughter 
Clara recently graduated. The signs were 
produced by a vendor from Etsy. Paulo, 
a resident of Little Leigh Ct., used a mix 
of data and educated guesses to arrive at 
the measurements, and has no claims of 
absolute accuracy. Travelers beware! 

RECOGNIZING RICHARD HOPKINS
As mentioned in last month's Village News, 
Richard Hopkins will be putting away his 
apron and stepping away from the grill after 
10 years as the Chicken and Crab Feast Crew 
Chief for Chicken.
 
As a small token of our appreciation, the 
CJCA presented Richard and his wife Lynn 
with two Yeti, chicken-inscribed tumblers—
replacing the temporary ones given at the 
Crab Feast.
 
Thanks, Richard, for all you've done for the 
community!

SUPPORT GLEN ECHO PARK DURING YEAR-END CAMPAIGN

Glen Echo Park Partnership is the nonprofit 
that manages and maintains Glen Echo 
Park's programs and facilities year-round. 

As part of its year-end fundraising 
campaign, the Partnership will have multiple 
neighborhoods competing against each 
other for a chance to win a "Day at the Park." 
Cabin John will be up against Glen Echo, 
Bannockburn, Fairway Hills, Wood Acres, 
Glen Mar Park, and other communities 

to have the chance to spend the day as a 
community at Glen Echo Park enjoying 
the carousel, art demonstrations, children’s 
activities, and refreshments.

You can make a contribution between 
November 29 and December 31 at 
glenechopark.org/donate. If you have 
any questions, contact Rachelle Cherol at 
rlc7910@aol.com.

Friends of Moses Hall Awarded for 
Preservation Advocacy

PH
O

TO
: Susan Shipp

Montgomery Preservation, 
Inc. awarded the annual 
Wayne Goldstein Award 
for Preservation Advocacy 
on behalf of Morningstar 
Tabernacle No. 88 Moses 
Cemetery in Cabin John 
to Friends of Moses Hall 
on October 28 at Historic 
Kensington Armory.

Pictured Left to Right: Eileen McGuckian; Austin E. White; Pandora White; Shannon 
Steward; Diane E. Baxter; L. Paige Whitley; Charlotte Troup Leighton; Nathaniel 
“Pete” White; Dr. Charles W. Harris; Montgomery Crawford.

Not Pictured FMH Members: Alexandra Jones, PhD, RPA; Sondra Raspberry; 
Christopher Waynes; Nathan White II; Austin White II.
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 
computer and electronic services 
to area residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus 
and spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-
pc.com or call Jim at 202.841.0873

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.
Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and 
your furry family!

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-
4280. 

CABIN JOHN DOG 
WALKING. Midday walks 
to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. Many Cabin John 
and Carderock pets’ families 
will be happy to give their 
recommendations. Call Carolyn 
(240) 204-2953

SENIOR FITNESS
Do you or a loved one need 
improvements with functional 
movement such as mobility, 
strength, flexibility and balance? 
I am a trained ACE Senior 
Fitness Specialist.  I design and 
implement training programs 
to help adults achieve their 
personal fitness goals.  Everyone 
can improve.  Everyone can 
get stronger at any age!  Please 
connect with me if you are 
interested in a free consultation.
Juliet Rodman RDN, NBC-
HWC, Senior Fitness Specialist
Julietrodmanrd@gmail.com
301-385-3488

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Short-Term Rentals Available 
Single Rooms to Large Suites 
Floor Plans Available Online

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 
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10:00 AM 

Cabin John Local Park

NOV
30

CJCA Meeting
7:30 PM

Clara Barton Community Center

DEC
4

Craft Show
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Clara Barton Community Center 

DEC
11

Annual Holiday Party
5:00 - 7:00 PM

Clara Barton Community Center
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Village News Seeks New Production 
& Layout Editor

We are looking for someone to take over the layout of 

The Village News. If you have a flair for graphic design 
and have familiarity with Adobe InDesign or similar 
programs to layout the stories, pictures, and ads that 
make up The Village News, please contact Heidi Lewis at 
cjcapresidents@gmail.com or VN content editor Loretta 
Devery Ingalls at VNeditorial@gmail.com.


