
 The Village News
S E R V I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  C A B I N  J O H N

MAY 2017

OCTOBER 2022 ⎮ VOLUME 56 ⎮ ISSUE 9

2
15

SEEKING NEW 
VILLAGE NEWS 
LAYOUT EDITOR

For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org

IN MEMORIAM: 
MIKE CAUSEY

Make Your Voice 
Heard in the 
Upcoming Election

A VERY SUCCESSFUL CRAB FEAST

We cannot thank enough the many 
volunteers who made all this such 
a success. Allison and Patrick de 
Gravelles, who provided leadership 
for the Crab Feast over the past 
six years, led this year with pre-
event organization, inventory, and 
staging. This will be their last year as 
chairpersons. Thank you from all of 
Cabin John!

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BY SCOTT LEWIS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

The 2022 Gubernatorial General 
Election is Tuesday, November 8. 
The polling place for Cabin John’s 

precinct is the Clara Barton Community 
Center, and it will be open on election day 
from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm.

Early voting begins Oct. 27 and lasts through 
Nov. 3. The closest early voting location 
to Cabin John is the Potomac Community 
Recreation Center at 11315 Falls Rd., 
Potomac. If you choose to vote in person on 
election day, you must vote at your assigned 
polling place, the Clara Barton Community 
Center. A full list of early voting locations 
can be found at https://elections.maryland.
gov/voting/early_voting.html.

As reported in the minutes from the September 
CJCA meeting, the volunteers and guests 
at our 2022 Crab Feast broke a number of 

records—500+ meals, over $15K in revenue, and over 
$7K in profit. More importantly, it was a beautiful day 
with great friends, food, music, and more.
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The Clara Barton Community 
Center, led by Barry Jones 
along with his team members 
Chuck Amos and Lolita 
Powell, organized the CBCC, 
supported all the activities, 
and cheerfully represented the 
county recreation department 
and themselves. 
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Heather Tomlinson and Stephanie 
Lai directed a well-organized ticket 
sales operation including their CJ 
block coordinators doing door-
to-door sales. Block coordinators 
included Courtney Krutoy, Jan 
Iris Smith, Anne Rothman, 
David Nester, Sherri Stahl, Elaine 
Hornauer, Diana Carter, Helen 
Harris, Virginia Ibarra, Shannon 
Steward, Burr Gray, Jim Heller, 
Lorraine Minor, Tim Shank, 
Charlotte Troup Leighton, Young 
Lee, Marcy Harrison, Robin Sidel, 
Linda Green, Lori Rieckelman, 
Susan Roberts, Dee Jennings, Jenny 
Perry, Scott Lewis, Heidi Lewis, 
and Marget Maurer. Robin Sidel, 
manager of Cabin John’s website, 
enabled the sale of tickets through 
the website, a method which had a 
big increase this year. 
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TO THE EDITOR
Letter
The historic photo of Lockhouse 
13 that appeared in the April 
issue of The Village News hit 
close to home. I live just west of 
the Capital Beltway on the south 
side of MacArthur Blvd., and 
while I’m not technically part of 
Cabin John proper, I certainly 
feel the connection, which 
extends back generations. 

My grandparents bought a 
35-acre farm here in 1918 for 
$2,500, and the farm abutted the 
C&O Canal for several hundred 
yards. My grandfather was a 
dairy farmer, and he delivered 
milk to Cabin John residents 
with his trusty Model T. By the 
time I came along in 1948, the 
farm was in decline, but we still 
had chickens, which transferred 
to me because kids need to learn 
responsibility, right?!

Growing up in the 1950s, 
our only neighbors (besides 
the model basin) were the 
Merriman family, who lived in 
Lockhouse 13. The Merriman 
kids, who were the same ages as 
my sister and I, were our only 
playmates. We would frolick in 
the canal, and eventually, we all 
learned to swim in it. Also, my 
grandfather taught me how to 
fish in the “big ditch,” so I feel a 
certain kinship and always will.

By the late 1950s, my 
grandparents’ idyllic farm on the 
canal would soon be nothing but 
a memory: Lockhouse 13 was 
reduced to rubble and 30 acres 
of the farm were seized under 
the right of eminent domain. 
I remember well the anguish 
and despair that permeated the 
entire family when the Capital 
Beltway paved over our farm.

Bill Potter
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, WED. OCT. 26 |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

AGENDA FOR THE NEXT CJCA 
MEETING

The next CJCA meeting will be held 
Wednesday, October 26, 2022, at 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton Community Center.  

Feel free to join remotely as well. We will be 
using Google Meet to allow remote users: 
https://meet.google.com/fhf-grxw-ndo.  
For more information on Google Meet - 
https://support.google.com/meet/

AGENDA:

1. Discuss possible merchandise options 
and uses of the Cabin John poster created by 
Trudy Nicholson; the framed original was 
presented to former CJCA President Susan 
Shipp at the Crab Feast

2. Share and discuss ideas for the Turkey 
Trot and Holiday Party

3. Discuss and vote on making the Cabin 
John Directory available online

4. Interview artists Trudy and Mike 
Nicholson, Cabin Johnners of many decades, 
and view their art display

VOLUNTEERS WANTED TO HELP RE-
IMAGINE THE HOLIDAY PARTY

The Cabin John Holiday Party, which will 
be held on Sunday, December 11 at the 
Clara Barton Center, has been a community 
tradition going back several decades. Like 
all long-running events, there is a periodic 
need for new ideas and new volunteer 
coordinators to ensure the event remains 
vital and meaningful for the community. 
If you would like to help re-imagine and 

relaunch the Holiday Party, please contact 
Heidi Lewis at cjcapresidents@gmail.com.

VILLAGE NEWS SEEKS NEW 
PRODUCTION & LAYOUT EDITOR

Noelle Tower, who has been making The 
Village News look great for the last 6 years, 
will be moving to California with her family 
at the end of 2022, so we are looking for 
someone to take over the layout of The 
Village News. If you have a flair for graphic 
design and have familiarity with Adobe 
InDesign or similar programs to layout 
the stories, pictures, and ads that make 
up The Village News, please contact Heidi 
Lewis at cjcapresidents@gmail.com or VN 
content editor Loretta Devery Ingalls at 
VNeditorial@gmail.com.

CJCA Secretary Kelly Banuls prepared the 
minutes from the September meeting, held online 
due to a Covid case on the board. There were 15 
people in attendance.

Crab Feast Preliminary Results — 
presented by Scott Lewis

511 meals were sold this year, which is down 
about 40 meals from 2021, but with supplies on 
hand from previous years and increased beverage 
sales, the 2022 feast netted around $2,000 more 
than 2021.

The CJCA was short on block coordinators, 
which may have attributed to lower advance ticket 
sales door-to-door, though online sales increased 
year over year.

Carl McCabe has volunteered to be coordinator 
of future Crab Feasts. Thank you, Carl!

Pedestrian Safety — presented by Charlotte 
Troup Leighton

Vision Zero, Montgomery County’s future 
bicycle and pedestrian safety plan, includes a set 
of recommendations to help the County prioritize 
investments, including a goal to eliminate 
accidents by 2030, but limited funds are available.

Minutes from September CJCA Meeting

CJCA has been advocating for more crosswalks, 
specifically on Seven Locks Rd. at the entrance to 
Seven Locks Park and Palisades Pool. The County 
has not yet approved a crosswalk, and it will be a 
continued uphill battle to get the funding.

There will be a short sidewalk addition on 
the west side of Seven Locks Rd. connecting 
First Agape AME Church and the entrance to 
Morningstar Moses Cemetery.

During open discussion, neighbors mentioned 
the success of Tomlinson Ave. in petitioning for 
speed bumps many years ago and the idea of 
neighborhood funding for the crosswalk, but no 
specific actions were decided.

Charlotte’s presentation will be shared with the 
community via the Cabin John listerv.

CJ Directory — presented by Marcy Harrison 
(see story on page 9)

The CJCA has the option to move the directory 
online, with mobile access as well.

The online directory would be password 
protected and searchable.

The plan is to keep the directory centrally 
managed by CJCA VP of Communication to 

maintain data consistency and accuracy.

There will be a community vote on whether to 
provide an online version of the directory at the 
October meeting.

Palisades Swim Hours

Palisades Pool Association has requested 
a change to Cabin John residents’ free swim 
periods, moving from 11am-1pm (Tues/Thurs) to 
10am-12pm (Tues/Thurs).

Free swim periods for Cabin Johnners were a 
condition for the Palisades Pool Association to 
receive support needed from CJCA to build the 
pool.

Discussion included concerns that new hours 
would limit lunch-hour use and warmer pool 
hours.

Call for vote was motioned by Heidi Lewis and 
received a second from Darla Cable.
 —There were 0 votes in favor of approving 
 the requested change in hours, and 15 votes 
 against approving the request. 

CJCA will respond to the Palisades Association.
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CRAB FEAST RECAP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Longtime crab wrangler Pete 
Cousté economically procured 
nice big crabs and kept his 
impressive four-pot outdoor crab 
boil operation running at peak 
production. His fellow crabers 
included Chris Couste, Chris 
Enyart, Barry Hubscherm, and 
Eric Federing. No crabs escaped 
this year.
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Richard Hopkins has managed the 
grilled chicken operation for the 
past 10 years, including renting/
hauling the big grill, seasoning the 
chicken with his famous spice rub, 
and keeping the grill turning out 
dinner-ready portions. This will be 
his last year in the lead role, and 
we thank Richard for his service. 
His team included Lynn Hopkins, 
Dennis Pillsbury, Michel Ellert-
Beck, and Dan Mustico.
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The veg prep team enthusiastically 
gathered the Friday night before 
to wash, cut, chop, and otherwise 
prepare fresh, healthy, and flavorful 
vegetables for the Crab Feast. 
Karen Melchar was our cheerful 
and confident captain, and she had 
a large crew including Andrew 
Strasfogel, Lelia and Kaylia McCabe, 
Marcy Harrison, Elaine Hornauer, 
Patty Sieber, Susan Shipp, Tamzin 
Smith, Meredith Griggs, Barbara 
Wilmarth, Alex Harris, Susan Gelb, 
Oona Stiglitz, Maia Niebylski, Susan 
Fitzgerald, and Mandy Mitchell.
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The set-up team was led by Burr 
Gray and the strong townsfolk 
of Cabin John including Roger 
Mermelstein, Carl McCabe, Jeff 
Shipp, Mark Smith, Anne Rothman, 
Jeff Rothman, Susan Shipp, Bill 
Robison, Geetila Srivastava and 
her daughter Surina, Manishvar 
Manimaran and Shree Vishnu 
V. Kumaran, Helen Daniel, Rei 
Swayze, and Mary Patton.
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The efficient and accomplished 
kitchen crew was led by Meredith 
McGuire and included Mary K. 
Young, Bramman Avery, Patty Lee, 
Tamzin Smith, Dennise Lim, Marcy 
Harrison, Judith Bell, Sally Mee, 
and Michael Donnellan. Managing 
the kitchen is no small feat given 
the diversity and quantity of food 
prepared and served.
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Event day ticket sales were led 
by Heather Tomlinson and 
Courtney Krutoy with a team 
including Stephanie Lai, Anastasia 
Donnellan, Melih Karaca, Amy 
Elsebree, Diana Carter, Nikka 
Carter, and Carl McCabe.
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CRAB FEAST RECAP
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

Our drinks table, led by Florence 
Lehr and supported by Jean Schreier 
and Rei Swayze, was so successful 
we had to run to the MoCo beverage 
store to re-supply halfway through 
(thanks to Amy Elsbree and Mike 
Ellert-Beck for the beer run). Anne 
and Jeff Rothman managed our old 
fashioned lemonade stand and were 
supported by Andrea Williams, 
Sydney Ishida, and My Linh Bui.  
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The expeditious server team was 
led by Susan Shipp (who also 
recruited and organized all our 
Crab Feast volunteers again this 
year) and included Mary Patton, 
Robin and Jillian Sidel, Barbara 
Wilmarth, Carl McCabe, Ute 
Moeller, Helen Daniel, Michael 
Donnellan, Rich Hirsh, Joanne 
Hirsh, Stacey Corcoran, Michel 
Ellert-Beck, Chris Johnstone, 
Lynn Hopkins, Mark Posin, 
Karen Melchar, Leslie Meyers, 
Carissa DeCramer, Christine 
Chambers, Clara Qualanawi, Gail 
Davenport, Clive Harris, Helen 
Harris, Jeff Shipp, Russ Leighton, 
Charlotte Troup Leighton, and 
Meredith Griggs.
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Eric Nothman painted kids faces 
creatively and Nyla Gibbons 
innovatively braided and decorated 
hair. The bake sale table was 
managed by Joni Voss. Photography 
by Rick Hatch. Carey Johnston 
from the EPA managed the 10+ 
musicians of Starlight Orchestra. 
Project accounting by our capable 
treasurer Bob Walsh.
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Our versatile roaming volunteers 
included Yakup Karaca, Leif 
Krvaric, Finn Tomlinson, Finn 
Sullivan, Leilia McCabe, and Kaylia 
McCabe.
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The spotless clean-up crew included 
Patty Lee, Marcy Harrison, 
Meredith McGuire, Pete Cousté, 
Richard Hopkins, Dennis Pillsbury, 
Melih and Yakup Karaca, Jeff and 
Susan Shipp, Clive and Helen 
Harris, Ryo Lovern, Eric Federing, 
Charlotte Troup Leighton, Russ 
Leighton, Henry Brookman, Femi 
Adedokun, and Riley Lewis.
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Carl McCabe has generously offered 
to lead the Crab Feast next year, and 
he supported a variety of functions 
this year to learn the ropes.

A hearty thanks to all!
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CJCA Immediate Past President Susan 
Shipp (center) with Maryland 16th 
District Delegate Marc Korman (left) 
and Montgomery County District 1 
Councilmember Andrew Friedson (right). 
Susan was presented with citations 
from our local representatives for her 
outstanding work on behalf of Cabin 
John residents during her tenure as 
President. She was also presented with a 
beautiful original artwork created by Trudy 
Nicholson and framed by Ritch Kepler, both 
long-time Cabin John residents. 
PHOTO: Helen Harris

2022 Crab Feast

A crab feast attendee holds her first crab!
PHOTO: Rich Hatch 

Barry Hubscher, and Joanne Carl,  "Mrs. Crab," their 
own chairs to relax at the festivities.
PHOTO: Rick Hatch

Linda Creamer is all smiles as 
she carries her plates of deli-
cious crab.
PHOTO: Rich Hatch

(L to R)  Finn 
Tomlinson and 
Finn Sullivan 
enjoy their crab 
dinners.
PHOTO: Susan Shipp

Jenny Perry, Quinn Gillespie, Enas 
Akkache, Mark Gillespie
PHOTO: Rick Hatch

Mother-daughter duo (L to R) 
Jodi Wilson and Nicki Wright dine 
together.
PHOTO: Rich Hatch(L to R) Nima Shirzad, Farhad Shirzad attend the crab 

feast in style. PHOTO: Rick Hatch
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FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

Susan Shipp began recruiting Crab Feast 
volunteers in July as it takes roughly 100 vol-
unteers to ensure a successful event. Here 
Jillian Sidel of Spring Road helps with set-up 
alongside Robin Sidel and Susan.

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE CRAB FEAST
BY DEVLIN GIBBONS
Contributing Writer

Chief crab cooker Pete Couste woke up at 
7:00 am the day of the feast to purchase 16 
bushels of crabs, as he has done for the past 
15+ years. He starts steaming the crabs in 
a water/vinegar mix 45 minutes before the 
start of the feast. Here Pete and his son Chris 
start the second batch of crabs.

Meredith McGuire, kitchen crew chief, has 
been helping at the feast since 2000. Rec-
ipes for the sides, passed down over the 
years, are tweaked by whoever is running 
the kitchen. This year’s sides all received 
rave reviews.
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One of the biggest concerns for a homeowner looking to sell is 
the time they’ll have to put in before listing their house. If that’s 
the case for you, you should know – your home might be closer to 
list-ready than you think in today’s housing market. A survey of 
recent sellers from realtor.com finds that many were able to get 
their house ready in less than a month. It says: 

“With many homeowners expecting a quick sale, and in many  
cases a lack of contingencies, the preparation process took less 
than a month for over 50% of home sellers this past year, with 
20% completing it in less than two weeks.” 

Let’s get you the highest return on the sale of your home. 

    
 
 
 
 www.Gabrielaselvarealestate.com 

Any registered voter may request a mail-in 
ballot. 

To receive your ballot by mail or fax, your 
request must be received by Nov. 1. 

To receive your ballot online, your request 
must be received by Nov. 4. You can then 
mail or drop off your ballot at a drop box, 
early voting location, or the local board of 
elections on or by Nov. 8, election day.

For more information about requesting 
and submitting your mail-in ballot, please 
visit https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/
absentee.html.

STATEWIDE:
Governor & Lt. Governor
Attorney General
Comptroller
U.S. Senator
U.S. House Representatives
State Senators
State House Delegates
Intermediate Appellate Courts

ELECTION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MUNICIPAL:
County Executive
County Council At Large
County Council – District representative
State’s Attorney
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Register of Wills
Sheriff
Board of Education At Large & District 
representatives

There are also a number of ballot questions.
To see a full list of races and candidates on 
the ballot, visit https://elections.maryland.
gov/elections/2022/general_candidates/
index.html or https://www.vote411.org/.

WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT IN THE 2022 
GUBERNATORIAL GENERAL ELECTION:

VN
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CJ Directory Online: Community Vote October 26

The Cabin John Neighborhood 
Directory is a valued, helpful resource 
for residents. CJCA has published and 

distributed a print version of the directory to 
all 700+ residents for many years, the most 
recent being in the spring of 2021. CJCA will 
publish a new print version in 2024 or 2025. 
Publishing every 4-5 years means that new 
members of the community are not included 
in the print version for often several years. 

Some community members have inquired 
about the possibility of making the directory 
available online, in a way that could be 
updated more frequently. The vendor used 
to print the most recent directory, AtoZ 
Connect (atozconnect.com), does have 
that capability. AtoZ Connect is the vendor 
currently used by Walt Whitman High 
School and other local schools.

A vote on whether to make the directory 
available online will be held at the October 
26 meeting. Anyone attending either in the 
room or online can vote.

ONLINE DIRECTORY FAQS

WHO COULD VIEW THE ONLINE 
DIRECTORY?

Only Cabin John residents already listed 
in the directory will be allowed to create 
a unique, individual, password-protected 
account to access the information 
electronically. All passwords are hashed. The 
CJCA VP Communications must manually 
approve any new users.

CAN CABIN JOHNNERS UPDATE 
THEIR OWN INFORMATION IN AN ON-
LINE DIRECTORY?

Information can only be viewed online; 
residents cannot edit their own listing 
information online. All edits will be made by 
the CJCA VP Communications. CJCA will 

BY MARCY HARRISON
CJCA VP Communications

provide instructions for submitting changes 
to the directory listing information.

CAN WE CHOOSE WHAT 
INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE ONLINE? 

When you set up your account to view the 
online directory, you can indicate which 
items of information (adult names, phone 
numbers, email addresses, children names) 
you want to be displayed in the online 
directory. The default is that the same 
information currently displayed in the print 
version of the directory will be displayed 
online.

CAN WE CHOOSE TO NOT HAVE ANY 
OF OUR INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
ONLINE?

If you do not want ANY of your information 
to be displayed in the online directory you 
can “opt out,” i.e., your information will 
be deleted from 
the database so 
that it will not be 
available for display 
by anyone accessing 
the directory online. 
CJCA will provide 
instructions for 
how individuals 
can opt out. Your 
information can still 
be included in the 
next print directory 
if you so choose.

HOW IS THE ON-
LINE DATABASE 
SECURED?

Please refer to AtoZ 
Connect’s website 
to review their data 
privacy and security 
features, https://
atozconnect.com/
terms/. The decision 

to participate in the online directory is solely 
the responsibility of the individual. CJCA 
makes no representations or warranties 
of any kind, express or implied, as to the 
operation or security of AtoZ Connect. 

CAN WE LOOK UP RESIDENTS BY 
STREET AS WELL AS BY NAME?

The online directory information is 
displayed alphabetically by last name and 
can be easily searched for any name or for 
listings by street name. On the mobile app 
you can also set up “favorites” for a quick 
display of residents you often want to view.

If you have any questions or concerns, or to 
see how the online or mobile app directory 
works, please contact Marcy Harrison, 
VP Communications at marcyharrison@
earthlink.net or call 301-908-8906. VN
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LOCAL NATURE

Muskrateer

BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

Hands-down, the favorite TV show 
for kids growing up in a previous 
era was The Mickey Mouse Club. 

The spell those creatures with big ears cast 
over children continues to 
this day, now as the cartoon 
characters draw masses of 
children to the vast Disney 
empire. But what if Uncle Walt 
had had a different inspiration? 
What if while passing by a 
clear-running stream on his 
morning walk or stopping near 
a patch of cattails bordering 
a pond, he spotted a cartoon-
like rodent from real life, with 
a pointy nose and whiskers, 
webbed feet, and a long tail? 
Would we be watching reruns 
of The Mickey Muskrat Club?

We’ll never know why 
Walt Disney chose such an 
ignominious rodent as the 
mouse to elevate to global 
icon status when perfectly 
lovable large rodents with 
outsized personalities went 
unclaimed—marmots, prairie 
dogs, beaver, capybaras, or even porcupines. 
But let’s fantasize for a moment that cartoon 
editors presented Walt Disney with sketches 
of our local muskrat, and it had won the 
charm contest.

There is much to be said for this semi-
aquatic mammal, Disney might be 

told. Living alongside beavers that also 
prefer marshy habitats, it can readily be 
distinguished from the latter by its smaller 
size and its distinctive narrow, long tail 
whereas the beaver has a broad flat tail; both 
use this appendage like a rudder. To swim, 
both use their powerful hind webbed feet. 
Muskrats can stay under for a long time, too, 
as much as 17 minutes similar to the beaver. 
Their bodies, like marine mammals, can 
tolerate the build-up of CO2 and lactic acid 

in the muscles.

Muskrats run only about 16-28 inches long, 
with half that length being their whip-like 
tail so about half as long as beavers. They 
are much lighter, too: beavers can reach 60 
lbs. while muskrats only weigh between 1.4 
and 4.4 lbs. Even so, muskrats are the largest 

member of the family of rodents known as 
the Cricetidae which includes deer mice, 
lemmings, hamsters, and voles (but not true 
rats which are part of the Muridae family; 
beavers belong to the family Castoridae in 
the Order Rodentia). 

Muskrats have reddish brown fur, attractive 
enough that a fur industry developed around 
this species. For a time muskrat lined coats 
were in fashion. Muskrats may look cute, 

but be careful, inside 
that body is a musk 
gland, from which the 
animal’s name came, 
that can stink up a 
place. The scientific 
name is Ondatra 
zibethica; Ondatra 
being the Huron word 
for this species, and 
the specific epithet, 
zibethica, refers to 
the word civet or 
civet musk, another 
species with scent 
glands. Muskrats, like 
the mustelids such as 
skunks, wolverines, 
and weasels, use 
their special glands 
to scent-mark their 
territories. 

If you are trying to 
spot a muskrat in 

the Potomac, watch the river and look for a 
v-shaped chevron with a nose at the tip of 
the arrow, making its way across to Virginia 
or back, especially around dawn or dusk. 
Another way to find them is to look for their 
dens. The muskrat abode has a charming 
name, just like its inhabitants—the dwelling 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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is called a “push-up” because the shelter, 
constructed of sticks and other material, 
looks like a forest igloo. The entrance to 
the push-up is from underwater, giving the 
muskrat some privacy and serving as a safety 
feature from predators. Lots of creatures 
will eat muskrats, especially baby muskrats. 
The long list includes most North American 
carnivorous mammals and birds, snakes, 
reptiles, and even large fish.

Another good place to find muskrats is in 
a wetland or in part of the canal that is rich 
in cattails—one of their favorite food items. 
Muskrats live mostly on vegetable matter, but 
like most mammals, they are opportunists, 
occasionally dining on small animals. Like 
beavers, they can heavily influence local 

MUSKRATEER
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 

VN

vegetation composition and structure by 
their selective feeding. 
Muskrats are native to only North America, 
but were introduced widely in Europe in the 
20th century for reasons unknown, perhaps 
to encourage economic use of another fur-
bearing mammal for the fashion industry. 
They have taken root in northern Europe 
where they are considered a pest species, 
but attempts to eradicate them have proved 
difficult. 

I was not yet a biologist when I was first 
introduced to Mickey and Minnie, but now it 
occurs to me that Walt must have kept them 
on contraceptives as part of their contract: 
they never had offspring during their Disney 
run. It’s hard to restrain libidinous muskrats 
who can have two to three litters per year 
with six to eight muskrateers per litter. Most 

rodents, except for prairie dogs and a few 
others are prolific breeders. It’s part of what 
is called their life-history strategy—life spans 
are short, in the case of the muskrat of about 
3-4 years, so pump out the young while you 
can to pass as many genes as possible into 
the next generation. Reports of muskrats 
surviving to 10 years exist, but most are 
probably taken by predators before they 
reach the golden years. The population of 
muskrats in our area seems stable, so long 
after Mickey and Minnie are gone, there 
will be muskrats chewing on a cattail or 
gathering sticks and reeds for a new push-
up, preparing to house the next generation 
of pups.
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The Cabin John Citizens Association 
welcomed new officers in May. 
Meet the new CJCA Secretary, Kelly 
Banuls. Thank you for taking on this 
role!

KELLY BANULS
CJCA SECRETARY

WELCOME NEW CJCA OFFICER!

WHEN DID YOU MOVE TO CABIN 
JOHN, AND WHAT BROUGHT YOU 
HERE?

We moved to Cabin John in 2017 from 
Capitol Hill. We made the decision to 
leave the District when it came time for 
our children to start school, and we really 
wanted to find a place where we could be 
part of a community.  

TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR 
FAMILY MEMBERS.

My husband Joe and I have been married 
for 10 years, and we have two awesome 
kids Joseph (7 years old, a 2nd grader at 
Bannockburn who loves soccer, basketball, 
and baseball) and Olivia (5 years old, a 
Kindergartener at Bannockburn who loves 
swimming and dance).

WHAT KEEPS YOU AND/OR YOUR 
FAMILY BUSY - WHAT ARE YOUR 
HOBBIES/INTERESTS/ACTIVITIES?

Most weekends we are jumping from one 
sporting activity to another, but we also love 
to travel and spend time at the beach. I am a 
runner, and it is such a beautiful area to run 
in, I feel so fortunate. 

WHERE DID YOU GROW UP? WHERE 
ELSE HAVE YOU LIVED?

I grew up in Connecticut, but have been in 
the DC area for over 20 years. I have also 
lived in California and Mexico City. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

ON THE CANAL NEAR THE PATH 
FROM THE UNION ARCH BRIDGE (THE 
ONE-LANE BRIDGE)

Many walkers, joggers, and bikers have come 
across a bit of an operation near the Cabin 
John Creek underpass at the canal. Here’s the 
scoop—there have been a number of sewer 

pipe leaks over the past several years, so the 
WSSC is attempting to more permanently fix 
the previous temporary fixes. 

To do this work, the WSSC contractors are 
temporarily rerouting the sewer line—above 
grade—while they permanently fix the 
underground sewer. We are told that this 
work will be complete by year’s end.

MACARTHUR & 79TH STREET 
(NORTH OF MACARTHUR)

During the last week of September, 
preparations were made to properly repave 
this intersection.  Many will recall there was 
a water main break several months back, 

PUBLIC WORKS CORNER

BY SCOTT LEWIS

and upon fixing the break, the repaving was 
temporary and hence uneven. The more 
permanent re-pave will be completed in the 
next couple of weeks.
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HALLOWEEN FUN AND FESTIVITIES

October is upon us, which 
means pumpkins and witches 
are cropping up around the 

neighborhood in anticipation of celebrating 
the spookiest holiday of the year!

CBCC: HAUNTED HOUSE

Up first, don’t miss out on the Haunted 
House at the Clara Barton Community 
Center (CBCC) on Sunday, October 30 
from 4:00 to 6:00 pm, presented by the 
Friends of the CBCC and the Montgomery 
County Department of Recreation. 

Free for all ages, though children up to 
age 10 are most likely to be spellbound. 
Little ones may want a hand to hold as 
spooky guides bring visitors along the path. 

Teenagers can earn SSL hours helping create 
a spooky atmosphere for brave attendees.

Visit www.FriendsCBCC.org for more 
information on the event, or call the 
community center at 240-777-4910.

CJ HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT

The thrills and chills won’t end there, as 
Halloween follows on Monday, October 31. 
The pandemic forced Cabin Johnners to get 
creative for Halloween so that sweets could 
be doled out while keeping trick-or-treaters 
and treat givers safe. 

The resulting plan, which encouraged 
Cabin Johnners to set up their treats on 
tables or in other creative ways outside their 

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon - Thurs  9 am – 8 pm  Fri  9 am–3 pm  Sat-Sun - rentals only  Closed Nov. 24 and 25

Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec                                                
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

2ndAct  55+ Club
HALLOWEEN COSTUME BASH

     MON. OCT. 31, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
     Come in disguise for games, contests, lunch
     Scary movie at noon

FOOD IS MEDICINE
     WED. NOV. 9, NOON - 1:00 PM | Activity # R03027-109
     Learn about food’s impact on heart disease, diabetes, cancer
     Use what you eat to reduce sugar, fat, and salt
  Presented by Giant Foods

Thanksgiving Lunch & Safety Tips    

            WED. NOV. 16 |10:00 – 2:00 PM
Enjoy a holiday lunch and get savvy about frauds & scams, 
computer crime, identity theft, safety while shopping, how to use 911
Activity # R03027-110

KIDS DAY OUT | 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
$25 a day or $120 for the series

      *SUPERVISED no school day fun*

     OCT 24 | Activity #R05113-165
     NOV 7 | Activity #R05113-166
     JAN 27 | Activity #R05113-213

                                     7:00 to 9:00 pm | Grades 3-6, Coed
                                           $40 for the series | One Friday a month: 
 Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16, Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 24, Apr 28, May 19
Activity # R03002-101  

club
FRIDAY

MAR 31 | Activity #R05113-325
APR 21 | Activity #R05113-326

Games, crafts, movies, sports, 
snacks, and more 

ALL-AGES EVENT
Halloween Haunted House | October 30, 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Don’t miss it!
Heartstopping encounters! Dreadful beings! Fortunes told!
Pizza and juice.  Outdoor activities, weather permitting.

FREE

VN

homes, created a festive and fun atmosphere 
throughout the community, and neighbors 
are welcome to continue the new tradition. 
Treat givers can opt to sit outside with their 
treats and enjoy chatting with neighbors as 
they come by. 

As always, if you’d prefer not to participate, 
just turn off your lights or put a sign by your 
mailbox.

Please send any pictures you take to 
VNeditorial@gmail.com by Nov. 1 for 
possible publication in the November issue 
of The Village News.

Happy trick-or-treating!
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In Memoriam: Norman “Mike” Causey

Mike 
Causey 
of 

Tomlinson Ave., 
a highly-regarded 
journalist who 
spent more than 
50 years covering 

the federal workforce, first as a Washington 
Post columnist writing The Federal Diary 
six days a week, and then for some 20 years 
with Federal News Network (FNN), died 
unexpectedly Sept. 26. The long-time Cabin 
John resident was 82-years-old. 

Mr. Causey died in his FNN office after 
recording a radio segment. “Dad died at 
his desk in his navy blue and white striped 
button-down shirt with its sleeves rolled 
up Ben Bradlee style, having met his last 
deadline,” said his daughter Jocelyn Causey. 
She believes his heart just stopped. 

“We are battling a mix of grief and pride,” 
noted Jocelyn. The tributes extolling his 
talents as a journalist as well as his warmth 
and wit as a colleague are far-reaching. 

In a tweet posted the day of his death, 
Sen. Bill Cardin said, “Mike Causey was a 
fierce advocate for the federal workforce. 
His institutional knowledge, which was 
legendary, and his distinct voice will be 
missed dearly.”

In a tribute column on the FNN website, 
former colleague Shefali Kapadia 
characterized how special it was to have 
Mike Causey in the newsroom: “He was 
witty without being snarky, incredibly smart 
without coming off as a know-it-all. Like 
your friend, your grandpa and your mentor 
all at the same time.”

Born, Feb. 12, 1940 in Indianapolis, he came 
to Washington as a young boy when his 
mom, Elizbeth Hendricks, went to work for 
the War Department. She also worked for 
the State Dept. and other federal agencies. 
He was sent to live with an aunt and uncle in 
Bowling Green, KY for his high school years. 

After graduation, he came back to 
Washington and joined the Washington 
Post in 1957. He started as a messenger 
in the advertising department, became an 
apprentice to Federal Diary columnist Jerry 
Kluttz and took over the column in 1969. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Short-Term Rentals Available 
Single Rooms to Large Suites 
Floor Plans Available Online

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

Friends of Moses Hall is hosting 
a community clean-up day at the 
Morningstar Moses Cemetery and Hall 
site on Saturday, Nov. 5 (rain date is Nov. 
12) from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon. Water, 
coffee, and snacks will be provided. 
Volunteers must be at least 15 years old, 
and student volunteers are eligible to 
receive SSL hours. Make sure to bring 
your forms for signature.

Operations will be based at the Leighton 
home at 8005 Cypress Grove Lane. 
Bring your work gloves, hand clippers, 
rakes, and wheelbarrows. Dress in layers 
and wear sturdy closed-toe shoes or 
boots. Signed participant waivers will 
be required. Contact Charlotte Troup 
Leighton for additional information at 
troupleighton@gmail.com. Learn more 
about Friends of Moses Hall at https://
www.friendsofmoseshall.org.

Volunteers Needed 
for Fall Cemetery 
Clean-Up

According to Mr. Causey’s obituary in 
the Washington Post, he is credited with 
popularizing the term “inside the Beltway.” 
This seems only appropriate since in 1964 
he and a Post photographer were among the 
first to drive the entire 64-mile length of the 
not-yet-officially opened Beltway encircling 
Washington.

Mr. Causey moved to Cabin John in 1981 
after divorcing his wife, Betty Lou Adams 
Dunn. He was terribly proud of his house 
and loved Cabin John for its small-town 
feel, according to Jocelyn. He could often 
be found sitting in his yard, smoking a cigar 
and enjoying a visitor or two.

He was “a people-loving introvert,” said 
Jocelyn. The youngest of his four children, 
she moved in with him during Covid with 
her cat Lenny, who immediately strolled the 
neighborhood like he had owned it for years.

“My dad thought Lenny was just the coolest 
dude around,” she said, adding that he would 
open windows and even cut a screen so that 
Lenny could get outside and do his thing. 
(Lenny is now living with Jocelyn in Silver 
Spring.)

In addition to Jocelyn, survivors include 
daughter Libby Causey-Hicks of Richmond, 
Virginia and son Michael Causey of Takoma 
Park, DC. His other son, Steven Causey, died 
in 2022. He also leaves behind a half-sister; 
three half-brothers; and eight grandchildren. 

There will be a private memorial service at 
a local Irish pub. Should anyone want to 
honor his memory with a donation, Jocelyn 
says her dad was a huge fan of St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital. 

IN MEMORIAM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15
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ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

35 Ericsson Rd $689,000 2 2 0 1213

ACTIVE UNDER CONTRACT

6604 Seven Locks Rd $1,799,950 5 4 2 3505

7630 Tomlinson Ave. #32  $319,000 2 1 0 768

CLOSED: SOLD PRICE: 

2 Froude Cir $625,000 2 1 0 849

SEPT - OCT 2022

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor 

RACHELLE CHEROL

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
When buying a home and getting a mortgage, the purchase price isn't 

really what you are paying. The actual cost of the house is how much you 

pay in interest to the lender.  Those who have the best credit get the most 

favorable loan terms.  So improving your credit score before buying a 

home is essential.  The majority of lenders will look at a borrower more 

favorably when their credit is above 670.  If you can get your scores above 

740, your credit is considered very good.  Anything above 800 is 

exceptional. To improve your credit score quickly, you should focus on 

reducing your debt, limiting your spending, and paying bills on time.

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 
invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com

Home is
where the heart is.
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A N T H O N Y W I L D E R . C O M    3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
LOOKING FOR THE 
SCOOP FROM YOUR 
STOOP 
New to Cabin John? Celebrating a birth, 
milestone or achievement? Holding a 
block party or art opening? Publishing 
a book?

The Village News editors are always 
on the lookout for news of note. Please 
share the latest from your corner of 
Cabin John by emailing vneditorial@
gmail.com.

Cabin John Artist’s Work On Exhibit

The 5th annual Turkey Trot will run once 
again on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 
November 24 starting at 10:00 am. Start and 
finish will be at the pavilion at Cabin John 
Local Park by the one-lane bridge. The event 
is free and all are welcome!

More details to come on the CJCA-organized 
event in the November issue of The Village 
News, including ways you can volunteer to 
support the event.

Cabin John artist Harriet Lesser will be having an exhibit at Studio Gallery at 

2108 R St., NW, Washington, DC 20008. The exhibit, titled “Looking + Letting 

Go,” runs from October 26 to November 19, and there will be a reception on 

Saturday, October 29 from 4 pm to 6 pm. Stop by and check out her work!

TURKEY TROT 
RETURNS ON 
THANKSGIVING DAY

“Six Feet Apart"  24x36 reworked photo transfer with film

Cabin John In Art
This beautiful artwork was 
commissioned by the CJCA 
and created by Trudy Nicholson 
to present to Susan Shipp in 
appreciation of her service to the 
community as CJCA President 
from 2016-2022. The original color 
artwork is a one-of-a-kind piece 
now owned by Susan, but Trudy has 
offered her black/white sketch to 
CJCA to use in whatever manner the 
community would like. Should we 
print up posters? Put it on a T-shirt 
or a tea towel? Notecards? Come to 
the October 26 CJCA meeting with 
your ideas on how to make use of 
this unique and very local art.

Successful Blood Drive
The Blood Drive held on Sunday, October 2, 
yielded 40 pints! And that’s with no double 
reds because Inova was not able to provide 
the machine. Our drive goal was 32 so that’s 
a terrific outcome. The total includes most of 
the 33 who signed up in advance online, plus 
14 walk-ins. One pint of blood can save up 
to three lives so the efforts of the donors and 
volunteers that day will make a profound 
difference for up to 120 people. 

Many thanks to Karen Melchar, Burr 
Gray, and Justin Weber for organizing and 
running the blood drive, and Clara Barton 
Center Director Barry Jones and his staff 
for opening and operating the community 
center. Email cjblooddrive@gmail.com to 
be included on emails related to future 
blood drives.
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CABIN JOHN DOG 
WALKING. Midday walks 
to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. Many Cabin John 
and Carderock pets’ families 
will be happy to give their 
recommendations. Call Carolyn 
(240) 204-2953 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-
4280. 

CALLING ALL VOLLEYBALL 
PLAYERS! Our co-ed 
recreational volleyball group is 
looking for new members. We 
are a group of 40+ “B” players 
who play pick-up games (nearly) 
every Monday or Thursday nights 
in the Bannockburn Elementary 
gym. Some experience necessary, 
but we’re happy to help out with 
someone’s game (or get tips 
ourselves). Please reach out to 
Mark Wolf at mkwolf@mac.com 
for more information. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 

computer and electronic services 
to area residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus 
and spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-
pc.com or call Jim at 202.841.0873

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.
Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and 
your furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

HAVE YOU VOLUNTEERED 
WITH CJCA (OR OTHER 
ORGANIZATIONS) BEFORE?

I have not, this will be my first 
time, and I am excited to get 
involved!
 
Imagine you have an old friend 
in town and want to show them 
one great day in Cabin John - 
what's on the itinerary?
A walk along the bike trail or 
the path by the river followed by 
lunch at Fish Taco!

NEW CJCA SECRETARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

WHY HAVE YOU AGREED 
TO SERVE AS CJCA 
SECRETARY?

Part of what brought us here 
was a desire for a sense of 
community, and this is such 
an active and welcoming 
community that I wanted to 
find a way to give back and be 
more personally involved. We 
plan to be here for a long time, 
and I would like to help preserve 
the special feel that Cabin John 
brings to the residents. VN
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(L to R) Leela Rieckelman and 
Alexandrai Hoen enjoy heaping 
plates of crabs.
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Seeking Village News 
Production and Layout 
Editor! Please see page 
3 for details or email us at 
VNeditorial@gmail.com.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!


