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PALISADES FREE 
SWIM FOR CJ 
RESIDENTS 

For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org

YOUR GARDEN MAY 
NOT BE THE OASIS 
YOU THINK

CHICKEN AND CRAB FEAST IN NEED OF 
NEW COORDINATOR(S)

First Cabin John 
Creek Challenge a 
Success 
BY BURR GRAY
President, Friends of the 
Cabin John Creek

Although thunderstorms raged the 
night before, the Cabin John Creek 
subsided and the sun shone brightly 

May 28 for the inaugural Cabin John Creek 
Challenge, which drew some 50 participants 
including nine Cabin Johners. 

Organized by the Friends of the Cabin John 
Creek (FoCJC), the challenge involved 
walking the 10 miles of the CJ Creek trail 
from Goya Drive in Rockville all the way 
down to the Potomac River. Hikers also had/
have the option of hiking the various trail 
segments over the course of 2022.  

A special thanks to Cabin Johner and FoCJC 
Board member Scott Hoffman for setting up 
the water and information stations along the 
trail and to the Potomac Appalachian Trail 
Club for keeping the trails well maintained.

Prior to the start of the hike, State Delegates 
Marc Korman and Sara Love presented a 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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CJ residents gather for food, music and 
fun at the 50th annual feast in 2019. 

Cabin John’s annual community 
celebration and fundraising event 
held each September urgently needs a 

new coordinator or coordinators to take the 
over from Allison and Patrick de Gravelles 
who have capably overseen the event for 
the last five years. Thank you, Allison and 
Patrick!

Allison and Patrick said, “Coordinating the 
Chicken and Crab Feast has been a highlight 
of our time as Cabin John residents, and 
we have thoroughly enjoyed having a 
hand in the community's largest annual 
fundraiser. For the most part, the work of the 
coordinator is as simple as making sure the 
supplies are purchased and ready to go on 
time. The event largely runs itself because of 
the incredible volunteers who turn out.”

The position of Crab Feast coordinator has 

been held by a fantastic cast of Cabin John 
volunteers and is one of the best ways to get 
involved in our special community. And 
many of the volunteers who manage the 
vegetable prep, chicken and crab cooking, 
drink sales, setup, serving, and more will 
carry on for this year. We just need some 
enthusiastic logistical leadership! To find out 
more, please call, text, or email Scott Lewis: 
(202) 257-9957, cjcapresidents@gmail.com.

Top Ten Reasons YOU Should Become the Next Crab Feast Coordinator

10  
Support CJCA Activities. Funds raised by the Crab Feast support other great CJCA 
activities, like the Turkey Trot, the Holiday Party, and Fourth of July Parade as well as The 
Village News and CJ Directory.

9  
It takes place on the second Saturday after Labor Day, when Cabin John weather is at its best.

8  Set Game Plan. It’s been a roaring success for 51 years, so the game plan is tried and true.

7  
Experienced Crew. There’s a cadre of experienced crew chiefs to back you up, with long lists 
of volunteer crew members already recruited.

6 
See and Be Seen. You will see and be seen at the most happening event of the season.

5 Learn Secret Recipes. You will learn the secret to making those delicious collards!

4 Find Happiness. Your idea of happiness is a trunkload of Kirkland paper towels.

3 You  Cabin John!

2 Built-in Expertise. Allison and Patrick will be available in August to help you get organized.

1 We need you!

Thank you to former Crab Feast Director Tina Rouse for inspiring this Top Ten list. 

VN
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PALISADES FREE SWIM FOR CJ 
RESIDENTS TO BEGIN JUNE 21

As always, CJ residents 
can take a well-timed 
dip in Palisades Pool 

whether they are members 
of the private swim club on 
Seven Locks or not. Once the 
pool starts their summer hours 
on June 20 through Labor 
Day, Cabin John residents are 
admitted free of charge to the 
Palisade Pool on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm.

The Cabin John Free Swim 
arrangement is part of the 
1967 agreement between the 
Cabin John community and 
the founders of the Palisades 
Pool to gain neighborhood 
approval of the zoning variance 
that permitted the pool to be 
constructed. 

Cabin Johners need to sign in 
at the pool and provide some 

proof of residency such as being 
listed in the CJ Community 
Directory, an ID with address, 
or mail received at a Cabin John 
address. Children ages 7 and 
under must be accompanied by 
a supervising adult. Children 
age 8-14 who will be left by 
themselves at the pool will be 
asked to satisfy the swim test 
by swimming one length of the 
pool and treading water for one 
minute.

Happy Swimming!

June 20 - Labor Day

Tues & Thurs

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Photo courtesy of Palisades 
Swim & Tennis Club

VN



3 June 2022 ⏐ The Village News

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 4445 Willard Ave, Suite 250, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.463.7800

Eric W. Brooks

Realtor® MD/VA/DC
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

Giving back is always in style. 

Realtor® | Whitewater Kayaker | Donates a kayak 
to Team River Runner for every transaction

Team River Runner is a local non-profit which uses 

kayaking on Potomac River to challenge and rehabilitate 

wounded and disabled veterans from NIH. The year round 

program provides healing, community, purpose, and new 

challenges through adventure and adaptive paddle sports. 

So, for every client who buys or sells a home with Eric, he 

will donate a kayak to this campaign in the clients’ name. 

Eric offers same day showings on 
any active properties in Cabin John

CJ CREEK CHALLENGE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

citation provided by the General Assembly 
in Annapolis and a proclamation crafted by 
the county. Both documents celebrated the 
CJ Creek and the efforts of the FoCJC to 
advocate on the creek's behalf. FoCJC board 
member Greg Gurley then spoke about the 
threats to the creek, especially stormwater 
runoff, as well as various aspects of the 10 
miles ahead. Then the eager hikers were off.

An early treat was the evidence of beavers, 
but none were sighted that day. Prior to the 

hike, Greg and another board member, CJ 
resident Jon Putnam, had placed educational 
QR codes at pertinent spots in the path to 
educate walkers on particular watershed 
subjects. Lunch was taken on the benches 
beneath the large sycamore tree at the Locust 
Grove Nature Center off of Democracy Blvd. 
There was a really lovely stretch of mountain 
laurel in bloom in the section between 
Bradley Blvd. and River Rd. 

In the end, the larger group broke into 

three smaller groups as they made their way 
downstream towards the Potomac, thus 
allowing everyone to hike at their own pace. 
All participants received the lovely "CJ Creek 
Challenge 2022" sticker on the basis of either 
completing all 10 miles that day or with the 
promise of finishing the remaining segments 
sometime this year.
 
The Challenge is the first of the outreach and 
educational events/activities that FoCJC is 
planning as part of the new $53,000 grant 
received from the Chesapeake Bay Trust and 

Walt Dence of 76th St, Anne Eggers of the 
Potomac Appalachain Trail Club, and Linda 
Reinisch of 81st St. get ready for the hike.
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Friends of the Cabin John Creek board members 
Scott Hoffman of 78th Street (far left), Burr Gray 
of Archbold Terrace (middle) and Greg Gurley (far 
right) receiving citations from Delegate Sara Love 
and State Delegate Marc Korman (second 
from right).
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Hikers completing the CJC Challenge included 
CJ residents Linda Reinisch of 81st Street (fourth 
from left), Tamzin Smith of Russell Rd. (kneeling 
with dog), and Patrick and Allison de Gravelles of 
McKay Circle (far right).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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CJCA NEWS

NEXT VILLAGE NEWS — AUG.  |  NEXT CJCA MEETING — SEPT.

CJCA Officers Elected for the 2022-2023 Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

Happy Father’s Day  Congrats Graduates! 
 

www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320-2530  

 

 
Natural & Gourmet Groceries 

Fantastic Wine & Beer  
Fresh Produce  500+Bulk Items 
Picnic Patio Pool Ready Snacks 

Decadent Cheese & Charcuterie 
Firehook Fresh Baguette Whisked 

Cards Candles Gifts Galore 
Good Food & Good Community 

for over 45 Years! 

Kosher Wine  Easter Good-
ies 

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

Four new officers are joining a cadre of 
dedicated returning veterans to lead 
the Cabin John Citizens Association 

for the coming year. Attendees at the June 
1 CJCA meeting elected new co-presidents 
Scott and Heidi Lewis of MacArthur Blvd., 
who said they stepped up to ensure that 
Cabin John activities and traditions carry on. 

The two other new officers are Kelly 
Banuls as secretary and Vice President of 
Communications Theresa Burton. The new 
officers will be profiled in upcoming issues 
of The Village News.

When you see these folks in the 
neighborhood, make sure to thank them for 
their service! 

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJ Resident

CO-PRESIDENTS 
Heidi Lewis and Scott Lewis

SECRETARY
Kelly Banuls

TREASURER 
Bob Walsh

Thank You
Volunt�rs!

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACTIVITIES 
Irena Bojanova

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACTIVITIES 
Kesha Leets

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVOCACY 
Charlotte Troup-Leighton

VP FOR COMMUNICATIONS
Marcy Harrison

VP FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
Theresa Burton

VP FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Stephanie Lai

VP FOR COMMUNITY OUTREACH
Heather Tomlinson

VP FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE
Justin Webster
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YOUR GARDEN MAY NOT BE THE OASIS YOU THINK
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJ Resident

CJ resident and ecologist Mark Frey 
started his talk on invasive plant 
species by telling the attendees of the 

June 1 CJCA meeting they were not going to 
like what he had to say…and he was right!

Folks in the audience actually groaned as 
he described well-loved greenery, including 
English Ivy, Bush Honeysuckle, Heavenly 
Bamboo (Nandina), and the Butterfly Bush 
as plants non grata in the garden. 

It turns out the dense ground cover provided 
by English Ivy also makes a perfect habitat 
for rats. 

The fragrant Bush Honeysuckle produces 

berries that birds love. But it’s like giving 
them a diet of Twinkies, said Frey, explaining 
that the lower nutritional value means 
birds are undernourished. The early leafing 
by Bush Honeysuckles also attracts birds 
building nests. But since they leaf out before 
other shrubs, there is a less dense protective 
canopy making the nests more vulnerable to 
predators, such as racoons and hawks. 

Nandina also is bad news for birds, and 
possibly cats and dogs, as its berries contain 
cyanide and can be toxic when consumed in 
large enough quantities. 

The Butterfly Bush actually harms the 
beautiful flying insect it is named after. 

While its abundant nectar attracts butterflies 
and other pollinators, the leaves of the 
Butterfly Bush do not provide caterpillars 
with the feed and habitat they need to grow 
into butterflies.

These plants and others named by Frey, 
including Pachysandra, Silver Grass 
(Miscanthus), Periwinkle, daylilies, most 
viburnums, and Garlic Mustard are all 
problematic because of how easily they 
spread, crowding out native species that local 
insects and animals need for their habitat. 

Garlic Mustard is especially insidious as it 
also produces harmful chemicals that can 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

One of the biggest concerns for a homeowner looking to sell is 
the time they’ll have to put in before listing their house. If that’s 
the case for you, you should know – your home might be closer to 
list-ready than you think in today’s housing market. A survey of 
recent sellers from realtor.com finds that many were able to get 
their house ready in less than a month. It says: 

“With many homeowners expecting a quick sale, and in many  
cases a lack of contingencies, the preparation process took less 
than a month for over 50% of home sellers this past year, with 
20% completing it in less than two weeks.” 

Let’s get you the highest return on the sale of your home. 

    
 
 
 
 www.Gabrielaselvarealestate.com 
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Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon - Thurs  9 am – 8 pm  Fri  9 am–3 pm  Sat-Sun - rentals only

Closed July 4 and August 14 - 20
Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec                                                

Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

2ndAct  55+ Club
Movie LINEUP| 12:oo NOON | Snacks PROVIDED:   
  July 6         Death on the Nile

  July 11         Spencer

  August 3     Evan Almighty

Simple Chefs No-bake Club
    1st Wed & 4th Mon. of the Month

Nutella Bars July 6 10:00 – 11:00 am
Guacamole July 25 11:30 – 12:30 pm
No-bake Oreo Balls Aug 3 10:00 – 11:00 am
No-bake Cheesecake Aug 22 11:30 – 12:30 pm

Art Café 
   1st Mon & 4th Wed of the Month

Sip (coffee) and paint        July 11 & 27      10:00 – 11:30 am

Bracelet Making      Aug 1 & 24        10:00 – 11:00 am

SUMMER DAY CAMP IS FULL!
Go Campers!

WEIGHT ROOM
At CBCC you need a Membership Pass to use the weight 
room and for some activities like pickleball and ping pong

Adult Pass (ages 18 & up) or Youth Pass (14-8):  
               $110 p/yr  | $60 for 6 mos.

Senior Sneakers Pass (55 & up)
               $55 p/yr  | $30 for 6 mos

CBCC Venue Rentals
Call the CBCC office for information, or stop by to see the 
rooms and fill out a rental inquiry form.

CHRISTOPHER BROWN of Arden Rd. 
graduated from Walt Whitman High School 
and will be attending the University 
of Colorado, where he’ll be studying 
engineering while continuing his interests 
in outdoor sports and music. As a sax 
player at Whitman, Christopher was 
selected to both All-County and All-State 
Jazz Bands.

FERNANDA CARRIEDO graduated Cum Laude 
from the University of Salisbury with a 
major in economics. She was inducted to 
the National Honorary Mathematics Society, 
and got the Outstanding Senior Award for 
Economics BA.

GRADY CORCORAN of MacArthur Blvd. is 
graduating from Gonzaga College High 
School in Washington, DC. He will be 
attending the engineering school at the 
University of Michigan, where he plans to 
study chemical engineering and economics. 

Washington Waldorf School graduate LUCY 
COURT of 83rd Street will be attending St. Olaf 
College in Minnesota. She was awarded a St. 
Olaf Fine Arts Scholarship and plans to study 
humanities. 

ANNA CURRAN, Eagle 
Scout and lifelong Cabin 
John resident, is an 
alum of the Clara Barton 
Center for Children and 
Norwood School. The 
Whitman graduate is 
headed to Skidmore 
College in Saratoga 
Springs, NY.

CAMRYN DAHL of 81st 
Street received her 
master’s degree in Public 
Policy from the University 
of Maryland. 
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ALEXANDER IAN HARRIS of 75th Place 
graduated from the University of Maryland, 
earning a BS in Agricultural Science 
and Technology with a concentration in 
Agronomy. He is working at a Derwood 
organic vegetable farm whose produce is 
available at the Rockville Farmers’ Market.

Whitman grad CLAIRE LANE of Tomlinson 
Terrace is “Bruin bound” as she heads 
to UCLA in the fall to study biology on a 
pre-med track. She was a member of 
Whitman’s state champion girls soccer 
team in fall 2021.

MEIRA LIEBMAN of 79th Place, an alum of 
Clara Barton Center for Children, graduated 
from The Lab School of Washington. This fall, 
she'll attend Syracuse University, where she 
hopes to study anthropology and archeology, 
among other things yet to be decided. 

CLARA C. LYRA of Little Leigh Ct. graduated 
from Duke University with a degree in 
Computer Science and Global Health. She 
will continue her studies in London this 
September.

DANNY MERMELSTEIN of Tomlinson Ave., 
another Whitman graduate, started an eBay 
store during the pandemic and has become 
quite a successful entrepreneur. He plans 
to continue operating his business while 
pursuing a business degree at Montgomery 
College.

MATTHEW LOWRIE graduated with Honors in 
Psychology from the College of William and 
Mary.  He is returning to Bethesda to take a 
position in a lab at the National Institute of 
Mental Health at NIH.

DANIEL MILLER of Tomlinson Ave., a Whitman 
graduate, will be attending Bucknell 
University in the fall.

Sidwell Friends School graduate DYLAN 
MEYER-O'CONNOR of 78th Street is headed 
to The Cooper Union in NYC. She plans to 
study electrical engineering.

Whitman graduate LEYLA NESTER of 80th 
Street will be attending the University of 
Texas at Austin this fall and studying political 
communication.

NEDA SHIRZAD graduated from Whitman and 
plans to attend the Otto-Friedrich Universität 
Bamberg in Bavaria, Germany in the fall, 
where she will be majoring in history. 

LILY TOWER of Seven Locks Rd. graduated 
from Georgetown University with a master’s 
degree in Physiology and will be attending 
Georgetown University School of Medicine 
this fall.

MICHAEL WARD, lifelong resident of 
Woodrow Place and Whitman graduate, 
plans to study business at Virginia Tech, 
where he will be playing on the basketball 
team as a walk-on player. 
GO HOKIES!

CONGRATULATIONS
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MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Short-Term Rentals Available 
Single Rooms to Large Suites 
Floor Plans Available Online

damage the soil, making it harder for native 
plants to grow. Frey and fellow CJ resident 
Eric Dinerstein, who writes the beloved 
Nature column in this newsletter, are on a 
personal crusade to eradicate Garlic Mustard 
from Cabin John Creek in our community.

VN

GARDEN OASIS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

If you’ve hiked the trail from Seven Locks 
to the park by the one-lane bridge recently, 
you may have noticed pulled Garlic Mustard 
lying on the trail. The plant is easy to identify 
and pull when it first comes up, and it must 
be pulled two years in a row to get rid of it. 
Next spring, they hope to create a weeding 
brigade of CJ residents to tackle the Garlic 
Mustard scourge in this area. 

The good news to come out of Frey’s talk is 
that there are plenty of native plants that can 
be used in the garden to achieve a similar 
effect without harming the ecosystem. 
For instance, butterfly milkweed also 
produces lots of nectar attracting butterflies, 
including the threatened Monarch butterfly, 
which only lays eggs in the nine milkweed 
species. It’s easy to grow, but does take 
several years to flower. 

Instead of invasive ground covers, Frey 
suggests trying Pennsylvania Sedge, a 
drought tolerant, low-growing plant that 
provides dense cover. For cover in shady 
areas, consider Wild Ginger, whose early-
blooming hidden flowers provide food to 
insects. While Wild Ginger goes bare in the 
winter months, it comes up early to provide 
cover.

Consider swapping out Silver Grass and 
other invasive grasess for switchgrass, Little 
bluestem and native sedges, which not only 
look good but can fight erosion. 

The following links provide more information 
and ways to purchase native plants:

https://www.earthsangha.org/wpn

http://chesapeakenatives.org

https://www.mdflora.org/plantsales.html

CJ residents are working to eradicate the 
Garlic Mustard plant, a damaging invasive 
species found along the CJ creek.
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FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

July 19 Primary Features Candidates For Offices at Every Level
BY PETE COUSTÉ
CJ Resident and Co-chief precinct 
election judge

From the U.S. Congress and the 
Maryland State House to the County 
Executive, council members, sheriff, 

and school board, nearly every major 
office in the state and Montgomery County 
that represents you is up for grabs on this 
primary ballot.

Incumbent Democratic U.S. Senator, 
Chris Van Hollen is running for a second 
term. Rep. Jamie Raskin, who represents 
Cabin John, is also seeking re-election. 
Additionally, a new governor and lieutenant 
governor will be elected.

There are three ways to vote in the 2022 
Gubernatorial Primary Election on July 
19, including returning to our Cabin John 
precinct at the Clara Barton Center for the 
first time since 2018. It’s a long ballot with a 
lot to decode.

More information is available at www.
elections.maryland.gov and vote411.org

WAYS TO VOTE IN THE 2022 
GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY ELECTION:

You can vote in person during early voting 
or on election day or by mail-in ballot. Ballot 
drop off boxes will be available throughout 
the county as well. For more on mail-in 
ballot requests and voter registration, visit: 
www.elections.maryland.gov/voting/absentee

Early voting starts runs from July 7 through 
July 14. Early voting centers will be open 
from 7:00 am to 8:00 pm each day. During 
early voting, CJ residents can vote at any 
early voting center in Montgomery County.

On election day, you must vote at the Clara 
Barton Community Center. All election day 
polling places are open continuously from 
7:00 am until 8:00 pm. Anyone in line on 
election day at 8:00 pm will get to vote.

WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT IN THE 2022 
GUBERNATORIAL PRIMARY ELECTION:

Statewide:
U.S. Senator
U.S. House Representatives
Governor & Lt. Governor
Attorney General
Comptroller
State Senators
State House Delegates
State Supreme Court
Intermediate Appellate Courts

Municipal:
County Executive
County Council At Large
County Council – District representative
State’s Attorney
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Register of Wills
Sheriff
Board of Education at large & District Reps
Republican Central Committee Reps  
Democratic Central Committee Reps
VN

VOTE
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LOCAL NATURE

A Summer of Bats

BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

Halloween comes early to Cabin 
John: for the summer months the 
next three columns will focus on 

some of the most fascinating animals to 
inhabit our night skies. 

Welcome to the world of bats. For some 
readers, this will be your first introduction to 
these remarkable creatures, among the most 
highly specialized of vertebrates. For the 
more hesitant reader, this is an opportunity 
to shed your bat phobia, as I did, when I 
morphed from a young man squeamish 
about bats to one who gained appreciation 
for these fascinating, intelligent mammals. 
Appreciation turned to rapture when I 
held in my hands the adorable Honduran 
white bat, which looks like a bat in a clown 
costume. This bat and other fruit-eaters 
became the focus of my Ph.D. field research 
in the cloud forests of Costa Rica. 

Once you move past the Dracula 
propaganda, bats have a lot to like about 
them: for example, they are the only 
mammals that have mastered flight. Sure, 
there are “flying” squirrels and “flying” 
lemurs, but those mammals can only glide 
through the forest from one tree to another 
for a few hundred meters. Bats fly rings 
around them, and some migrate from here to 
Central America. Bats are also 1st runner-up 
to rodents for the title of most diverse group 
of mammals. There are about 4,000 species 
of rodents and about 1,400 species of bats. 
Even so, about one out of every five species 
of mammal is a bat. In addition, from an 
evolutionary perspective, the giant flying 
foxes and smaller fruit bats of Asia are closer 
to primates than they are to rodents. Think 
of bats as our very distant cousins. 

Bat diversity is astounding—in the 
tropics you can find in the same 
forest: bats that catch fish with 
their feet; bats with long tongues that, 
like hummingbirds, feed on flower nectar; 
bats that eat figs, frogs, birds, katydids, 
lizards, and even other bats. I won’t mention 
vampires, three species that feed exclusively 
on the blood of mammals or birds, except 
to say that they are highly intelligent 
creatures with complex social lives. As flying 
agriculturalists, bats are essential for so many 
tropical fruits whose flowers they pollinate 
or whose fruits and seeds they disperse, such 
as the progenitor of the banana, the agave 
that gives us tequila, and delicious fruits like 
figs and papayas. 

Bats also serve as flying pest control agents, 
consuming tons of flying insects that 
could destroy food crops, such as the corn 
borer moths they intercept in the air as the 
moths move north from Mexico to the U.S. 
grain belt. The bats that live near us in the 
Washington, D.C. area, the focus of these 
columns, eat only insects, from beetles to 
flies to gnats to mosquitos. So give bats, the 
most remarkable creatures in nature you 
may once have found frightening, a chance.

 
HOARY, HOARY NIGHT
Sometimes children are handicapped by 
awful names. It’s the curse of clueless parents. 
The same phenomenon happens when 
oblivious naturalists bestow an unfortunate 
name on an otherwise beautiful species. A 
case in point: in 1796, on a collecting trip 
to America, the French naturalist Palisot de 
Beauvois dubbed a handsome bat covered 
in dense fur and displaying long narrow 
wings that he had discovered a “hoary bat” 
(Atalpha cinerea). The name stuck, and 
though infelicitous in truth, it is accurate. 
Hoary is a kind of fur where dark bands end 
in white tips, giving the animal that sports 
such pelage a hoary, or frosted appearance. A 
better descriptor might have been “tree bark 
bat,” as its fur blends so perfectly against 
the trunk of a tree or branch that predators 
cannot spot it.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Hoary Bat
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Hoary bats, and their three close cousins, 
the red, yellow, and chestnut bats, have 
faces like tiny dogs, with a dog-like muzzle 
and pointed ears. If the hoary bat’s coat 
does not have sufficient aesthetic appeal, 
please Google images of the red, yellow, and 
chestnut bats. I have held all three of these 
species in my hand, and they are surely 
among the most beautiful of mammals. The 
red bat is a crimson fellow, the yellow bat is a 
mixture of gold and saffron, and the chestnut 
bat’s fur is a lustrous reddish-brown. 

All four of these insect-eating bats can be 
found in our region. Their very small eyes 
are a result of adaptations for echolocation 
(bat sonar) to navigate through the forest 
or pick off bugs on the wing. Imagine a 
Chihuahua that finds its way around or to 
its food bowl by sending out signals from 
its mouth and listening for the echo to find 
objects. Over time, its eyeballs would shrink, 
too, but maybe its ears would become more 

funnel-shaped and open. (If you are looking 
for bats that truly resemble dogs, look at the 
faces of the fruit bats of Africa, Asia, and 
the South Pacific. Bats in this group don’t 
echolocate but instead have developed large 
eyes, excellent night vision, and a keen sense 
of smell.) 

Female hoary bats weigh slightly less than an 
ounce (females are 40% heavier than males) 
and have a wingspan of about 15 inches. 
Remarkably, when its wings are folded 
under its body, it can fit in the palm of your 
hand. But don’t let that small size fool you. 
These bats are long-distance migrants, here 
with us for the summer or traveling much 
further north into Canada to roost before 
heading back south to spend the winter in 
the southwestern United States or Central 
America. Individuals tracked with telemetry 
devices have been known to fly 25 miles a 
night. Hoary bats are widespread in North 
America and even occur in Hawaii, one of 
the few land-based mammals that reached 
that archipelago. 

SUMMER OF BATS
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE All migratory species face great risks during 

transit. Wind turbines and the energy from 
wind they harvest are essential if we are to 
move to 100% renewable energy. But where 
wind turbines occur along migration routes, 
which they often do, as they are located on 
ridges typically used by birds and bats for 
increased lift or navigation, collision by 
bats or birds can be common with tens of 
thousands killed each year. Hoary bats have 
a higher mortality rate from wind turbine 
accidents than any other North American 
bat. One theory is that exhausted migrating 
bats mistake wind turbines for trees upon 
which they can roost. 

Watch for these bats as you look to the night 
sky. If the wings seem long and narrow 
it is most likely a hoary bat, or maybe its 
cousin the red bat, out for a night of filling 
its mouth with moths to prepare for the 
upcoming trip north to Canada or south to 
Costa Rica. VN
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O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Bring the whole family 
including furry friends to 
walk in the Cabin John 

4th of July Parade in honor of 
America’s 246th birthday.

The festivities begin at 9:30 am 
on Monday, July 4, 2022, with 
a pre-parade gathering at the 
top of 79th Street for bike and 
stroller decorating. The CJCA 

will provide 
decorating 
supplies 
for parents 
to use in 
helping 
their kids 
prepare 
their rides 
and their 
pets.  

The parade 
itself gets

   underway 
at 10:00 am. The parade will 
head down the bike path along 
MacArthur Blvd. to 75th Street 
and end at the playground 
behind the Clara Barton 
Community Center. 

After the half-mile parade stay 
and enjoy some refreshments, 
games, and a reading from the 

Cabin John 4th of July Parade and Celebration

VN

Declaration of Independence. 
Adult and student volunteers are 
needed. Adult volunteers should 
contact CJCA parade director 
Kesha Leets at kesha.leets@
gmail.com if you are willing to 
be a parade route marshall or 
help out with the post-parade 
playground party.

SSL hours are available for 

middle school and high school 
students who are able to help 
with the decorating, keeping 
the parade participants moving 
along the route, managing a 
few post-parade games, and 
helping with clean-up. Contact 
CJCA community outreach 
director Stephanie Lai at 
CJCACommunityOutreach@
gmail.comto sign up. 

Photo: M
ichael Lai

July 4 Bike Decorating
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ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

6512 Seven Locks Rd. $795,000 2 2 0 945
7630 Tomlinson Ave. #L-17 $307,000 2 1 0 795

PENDING

7723 Tomlinson Ave. $1,500,000 4 3 1 2476
6520 76th St. $975,000 4 3 2 2169
7630 Tomlinson Ave. #L-17 $307,000 2 1 0 795

CLOSED: SOLD PRICE: 

7802 MacArthur Blvd $1,830,000 5 2 0 3228
6454 Wishbone Ter. $950,000 4 3 2 1794

MAY - JUNE 2022

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor 

RACHELLE CHEROL

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
The following 7 factors affect a Home Appraisal:

     1. CONDITION of HOME 

     2. AGE of HOME 

     3. SIZE 

     4. LOCATION 

     5. RENOVATIONS 

     6. COMPARABLE HOMES IN THE AREA

     7. MARKET CONDITIONS

If you would like more detailed information about each of these factors, 
please feel to contact me!

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 
invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com

Home is
where the heart is.
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A N T H O N Y W I L D E R . C O M    3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

LOOKING FOR THE 
SCOOP FROM YOUR 
STOOP 
New to Cabin John? Celebrating a birth, 
milestone or achievement? Holding a 
block party or art opening? Publishing 
a book?

The Village News editors are always 
on the lookout for news of note. Please 
share the latest from your corner of 
Cabin John by emailing vneditorial@
gmail.com.

The Reschovskys welcomed Lily Brooke on 
April 19. She joins parents Allie and Ben, 
big sister Hailey who is 2 and a half years 
old, and their pup Wesley. 

Allie and Ben moved to Cabin John in the 
summer of 2018 from Adams Morgan in DC. 
Allie is an attorney at MedStar Health, and 
Ben is a physicist at the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST). Hailey 
is taking her big sister role very seriously, 
always asking to help take care of baby Lily. 
Wesley, on the other hand, spends most of 
his days snoozing and has hardly noticed the 
change. 

Jasper Kal Kramon joined parents 
Katharina Kircanski and Eric Kramon 
and 8-year-old big brother Ezra on Dec. 
11, 2021. Their cat Maria and fish Popcorn 
round out the family, who moved to Cabin 
John in 2016 from Northern California after 
a short time in DC. 

Katharina is a psychologist and staff scientist 
at the National Institute of Mental Health. 
Eric is a professor of political science and 
international affairs at George Washington 
University.

Congratulations to both families!

BABY BOOM ON 78TH STREET!

Moses Hall Cemetery 
Cleanup Day June 25

Come help the Friends of Moses Hall clear 
cemetery grounds of tree branches, woods, 
and other yard debris on June 25. The 
clean up runs from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
but volunteers would be appreciated for 
whatever time they are available. It’s amazing 
the contribution someone can make in just a 
half hour!

Plan to access the cemetery via the Leighton’s 
yard at 8005 Cypress Grove Lane as you will 
need to sign a waiver to participate. Water 
and snacks will be provided. There will be 
some yard tools available, but it would be 
great if you can provide your own gloves and 
bring paper yard debris bags.

Please consider bringing any of the following 
if you are able: 
Large tarps for leaf removal
Ropes for dragging limbs
Small and large pruning clippers
Rakes
Wheelbarrows
Manual tree trimmers

The group is welcoming volunteers aged 15 
and up. High schoolers can earn SSL hours 
as the Friends of Moses Hall is a 501(c)3 
non-profit, but students need to bring 
their own forms for signature. Please email 
Charlotte Troup Leighton at troupleighton@
gmail.com with questions and to RSVP.

Two families on 78th Street welcomed babies recently! 

VN

By Judith Welles
 
The Cabin John women’s coffee group 
crossed the Cabin John Bridge on May 11 
to take a ride on the Carousel at Glen Echo 
Park. Several had ridden the carousel when 
their children were young, and some had 
been on it before the pandemic with their 
grandchildren, too. It seemed like a fun thing 
to do again, and it was!  
 
A sunny day sparked the idea of a ride on the 
carousel, open Wednesdays through Sunday 
during the summer. The group also sat and 
chatted at the picnic tables while enjoying 
coffee and baked goods from Praline, the 
bakery and cafe at the park.

CJ Coffee Klatch Crosses the Bridge

At the picnic table are (left to right) Susan 
Gelb (standing), Jean Hay, Beverly Sullivan, 
Susan Stewart holding her dog Skipper, 
Nancy Shaw, Lorraine Minor, Linda Green, 
Judy Welles, Susan Roberts, Stephanie 
Smart, Elaine Hornauer, Helen Daniel, Nicki 
Wright and her grandson Frankie. Not shown 
is Marcy Harrison who took the photo!CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-
4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 
computer and electronic services 
to area residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus 
and spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-
pc.com or call Jim at 202.841.0873

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.
Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and 
your furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

A group of 15- 20 Cabin John 
women have been meeting at 
10:00 am on Wednesdays at 
the Market on the Boulevard 
for roughly a decade. They 
continued to meet throughout 
the pandemic, transitioning to 
virtual gatherings on Zoom, 
then outside in local parks in 
good weather and more recently 
inside at the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

COFFEE KLATCH
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS 
PAGE 

the Montgomery County Dept 
of Environmental Protection. 
This event seems likely to be 
repeated each year from here 
on out.  

The hope is that over time the 
M-NCPPC Montgomery Parks, 
who were very supportive 
of the Challenge, along 
with the County/State DOT 
offices, will work to make the 
trail more continuous with 
improved crossings at the 
highways and also continue 
managing stormwater runoff 
into the creek. The Cabin 
John community should be 
extremely proud of nurturing 
and supporting FoCJC over all 
of these years.

CREEK CHALLENGE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

CJ women on the carousel, (left 
to right) Lorraine Minor, Helen 
Daniel, Linda Green, Nicki 
Wright and grandson Frankie, 
Stephanie Smart.  
PHOTO by Judy Welles

VN

VN
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At the Carousel, Susan Stewart, Beverly Sullivan, 
Lorraine Minor, Linda Green, and Susan Roberts 
standing with her dog Skipper.  
Photo by Judy Welles
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