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Safeguarding Our CJ Creek Watershed
BY BURR GRAY
President
Friends of the Cabin John Creek

W

hile the
pandemic
forced
the Friends of Cabin
John Creek (FoCJC)
to pause most of its
community activities, it’s still been hard at
work protecting the Cabin John Creek and
its watershed. We spent the last two years
implementing the $64,000 grant received
from the Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT)
in 2020. Please come to the CJCA Zoom
meeting on Feb. 23 at 7:30 pm to hear of
the FoCJC’s past and the future endeavors
focused on our wonderful creek.

CJCA MEETING via ZOOM
 February 23
 7:30 PM

But first, many thanks to all Cabin Johners
who have supported FoCJC during this past
year and before that. Your donations are
unrestricted funds which are so valuable and
usually go toward the critical task of capacity
building. Funds that we obtain via grants are
usually targeted to certain specific tasks and
have less flexibility.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Cabin Johners Enjoy Fun in the Snow

With all the
recent snow,
CJ residents
made time for
outdoor fun.
More photos on
page 10.
SKATING ON
THE CANAL
Photo courtesy
of Skip Brown

MAY 2017

IS CABIN JOHN
WORTH $20?
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

P

lease keep a lookout in your mailbox
for your 2022 Cabin John Citizens
Association dues letter. Only $20 per
household annually, the dues collected are
critical to supporting all the activities and
advocacy of the CJCA, which works hard
to keep Cabin John the unique and vibrant
community we all treasure.
In 2021, dues helped cover the cost of
the beautiful and informative Cabin John
Directory that was mailed to every CJ
household. Dues also helped cover expenses
associated with the Cabin John website, the
4th of July parade, our welcome bags for
newcomers, the beautification of MacArthur
Blvd., and the advocacy work on behalf of
a thoughtful Beltway expansion and the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

IN MEMORIAM:
CJ RESIDENT PHIL
HARVEY
CJCA FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
by Susan Shipp
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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NEXT CJCA MEETING: FEB 23
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CJ DUES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

preservation of the Morningstar
88 Moses Hall and Cemetery.
Seems like a pretty good return
for $20.
In addition to dues information,
the CJCA letter will detail how
you can make contributions
to the Friends of the Clara
Barton Community Center
and the Friends of the Cabin
John Creek. The letter also
will give you a way to correct,
update, or add directory listings
information. Most importantly,
there will be a way to indicate
your willingness to volunteer
to help the Cabin John Citizens

Association in the coming year.
The CJCA does not exist without
citizen support. Please do your
part by paying your 2022 dues as
promptly as possible.
Don’t want to wait until your
letter arrives to take care of your
dues payment? Go to the Cabin
John website, www.cabinjohn.
org/about-cjca/pay-dues, where
you can pay by credit card or
Venmo. VN

In Memoriam: Phil Harvey

Photo: Harriet Lesser

contraceptives as well as sex education and
HIV prevention. In 2020, DKT International,
the Washington, DC-based non-profit that
Phil led from 1989 to 2013, sold close to
1.5 billion condoms and millions of other
contraceptive products in 90 countries.

Phil Harvey and Harriet Lesser on their
wedding day in 1990, Cabin John

Painting of Phil Harvey by Harriet Lesser

P

hil Harvey, free speech advocate,
entrepreneur and author, who used
his business success to launch several
charities devoted to family planning in
developing countries, died Dec. 2 of a
heart attack in his home. The long-time CJ
resident was 83 years old.

per se. In the mid-1960s, while managing
a feeding program for Care International
in India, he became interested in family
planning. He headed to the University
of North Carolina for a master’s in
public health.

As part of a research project, Phil and
classmate Dr. Tim Black experimented with
catchy marketing to sell condoms through
the mail, which was
illegal at the time
as the law required
condoms be sold
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road
only at pharmacies.
The experiment was
such a success that it
spawned a business,
Adam & Eve, that has
grown since its start
in 1971 to become
one of the country’s
leading retailers of sex
toys. But that was not
his life’s work.

Phil did not set out to be an entrepreneur

MacArthur Plaza
OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Short-Term Rentals Available

Single Rooms to Large Suites
Floor Plans Available Online
Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

Using grants and
profits from the
business, he and his
partner founded
several charities that
focused on family
planning through
social marketing and
the subsidized sale of
condoms and other

In a 2015 DKT interview, Phil described the
success of their work this way: “Fifty years
ago, most women were virtual slaves to
their fertility, to their repeated pregnancies.
Making it possible for women to become
free of that burden, to decide when to have
children...is an enormous advance in human
rights and it multiplies with its impact on
family economics.”
Phil was born in Evanston, IL, graduated
from Harvard University in 1961 and served
in the Army for two years. His time in India
turned out to be fateful for his personal life
too, although not until decades later. While
in New Delhi, he happened to star in a
community theater production with Harriet
Lesser, who was living there with her Foreign
Service husband.
After no contact for 23 years, Phil reached
out to wish Harriet a Happy Birthday. They
ended up meeting for lunch and “it was the
beginning of the second beginning,” says
Harriet, an artist and former teacher at the
Corcoran School of Art. When Harriet lost
her F Street art studio, their search for a
home with studio space brought them to
Cabin John and they married on their deck
overlooking the Potomac River in 1990.
Phil’s devotion to individual freedom
touched all aspects of his life, says Harriet.
He won legal battles against New York state
and the U.S. government defending free
speech and sexual freedom. He established
the DKT Liberty Project in 2010 to advocate
for civil liberties. He also authored five
books, including a psychological thriller
called Show Time.
In addition to Harriet, he is survived by
two sisters, two stepchilden and three
grandchildren. VN

www.garrett-smith.com
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A

s you can see from the
2021 CJCA Financial
Statement, the Cabin
John Citizens Association has a
very healthy balance sheet.
There are several factors that
account for this with the most
significant factor being that we
have been unable to host many
of the free events that bring the
community together several
times a year. With new Covid

4

cases declining rapidly, we are
really hopeful that we will once
again be able to host the Spring
Egg Hunt, the New Neighbor
Potluck, and other community
gatherings.

Blvd. Beautification efforts.
Those two projects were started
in 2019 as part of the CJCA’s
100th anniversary celebration.
As of now, we have $18,709
earmarked for this work.

Another reason for the robust
reserves is that by partnering
with the directory publishing
company AtoZ Connect, we
were able to produce the latest
Cabin John Directory at a
significant savings.

The small but dedicated band
of volunteers that comprise the
MacArthur Blvd. Beautification
Committee spent some funds in
2021 to continue to expand the
planted areas along MacArthur
Blvd. that were started in 2019.
They also received donations
of plants and other supplies
that let them continue their
work economically. There are
funds to do more work. But
more volunteers are needed

The third major reason we have
so much cash on hand is that
we have been working hard to
raise funds for the Cabin John
signage and the MacArthur

www.cabinjohn.org ⏐February 2022

to transform and maintain
more of the green space.
Please email Susan Roberts at
susanroberts487@gmail.com if
you want to be contacted about
helping with this project once
the weather warms up.
After a few fits and starts, the
CJ Signage effort is moving
along nicely. A final design is
just about complete, a spot for
the sign has been sited at the
corner of MacArthur Blvd.
and Seven Locks Rd., and we
are starting to work our way
through the permitting process.
The committee hopes to provide
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CJCA FINANCIALS

CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

1/1/2021 to 12/31/2021

an update on its work at the March CJCA
meeting.
The 2021 financial statement, prepared by
CJCA Treasurer Bob Walsh, shows that the
association’s 2021 income primarily came
from dues and donations. A big thank you
to all the dues-paying community members.
The percentage of CJ households and
business that paid their dues hit 55 percent,
a record for recent years. Thanks too to
those CJ residents that generously donated
additional funds totaling $8,307 to the CJCA
as well as $2,694 to the Friends of the Cabin
John Creek and $1,741 to the Friends of the
Clara Barton Community Center.
Of note, The Village News had a banner year
of advertising revenue and was able to more
than cover all of its production and mailing
expenses. We are not expecting ad revenues
to be quite so strong this year, and we are
likely to see a more typical year with some
newsletter expenses covered by other CJCA
funds.
Despite the pandemic upending our world,
non-committed funds on hand at the start of
2022 are roughly $27,000, about $1,000 less
than two years ago. This puts the association
on solid footing as we hopefully move into
a post-Covid world and can resume the full
range of CJCA social activities, meetings,
and community service efforts.
The community is incredibly lucky to have
Bob Walsh serving as CJCA treasure for
five years and counting. I would like to
express my personal gratitude to Bob for
not only keeping the association’s financials
in excellent order, but also for making it
possible for the CJCA to accept credit card
and now Venmo payments. VN

Balance on 12/31/2020 ($

34,322.46)

Revenue
Community Event -- Turkey Trot

($

1,084.00)

Donations

($

6,647.00)

Donations -- 100th Anniversary

($

1,660.00)

Fundraising -- Crab Feast

($

13,017.56)

Membership Dues (55 percent)

($

8,550.00)

Village News -- Advertising (Current Year)

($

14,306.19)

Village News -- Subscription

($

91.10)

Total Revenue

($

45,355.85)

Community Event -- Fourth of July

($

467.78)

Community Event -- Trivia Night

($

125.00)

Community Event -- Turkey Trot

($

681.70)

Community Service -- Advocacy

($

2,184.05)

Community Service -- Moses Hall Cemetery

($

81.52)

Community Service -- Newcomers

($

640.00)

Fundraising -- Crab Feast

($

7,531.61)

Membership Dues (55 percent)

($

825.06)

Village News (Current Year)

($

10,552.65)

Village News (Last Year)

($

2,408.66)

100th Anniversary -- MacArthur Blvd Beautification

($

229.49)

AtoZ Directory

($

6,432.00)

Communications/Website

($

803.47)

Credit card processing fees (Paypal & Venmo)

($

489.74)

Insurance – General Liability

($

325.00)

Postage & Delivery

($

245.76)

Total Expenses

($

34,023.49)

Excess/Deficit

($

11,332.36)

Balance on 12/31/2021 ($

45,654.82)

Balance earmarked for 100th Anniversary Fund ($

18,708.82)

Expenses

Pass-Through Grants
Grants -- Friends of Cabin John Creek

($

2,694.00)

Grants -- Friends of Clara Barton Community Center ($

1,741.00)

Submitted by Bob Walsh
Treasurer, Cabin John Citizens Association
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CJCA NEWS
SAFEGUARDING CJ CREEK

Photo: Bob Walsh

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CJ creek is protected in large part due to efforts of the community-based, non-profit organization Friends of the Cabin John Creek.
Come to the CJCA Feb. 23 meeting via Zoom to learn how you can join in the efforts.

While we’ll go into detail at the meeting,
the highlights of what we were able to
accomplish with our last CBT grant includes:
 Publication of a FoCJC Rain Planter
Instructional Video, intern-created and
-produced, available on our website,
www.cabinjohncreek.org

in-a-Box, including planning and
educational materials for a multi-badge
workshop that the troop will run for itself,
with an Each-One, Teach-One
component, so older Girl Scouts will be
able to lead an event for younger scouts.

 Publication of a virtual RainScapes
Garden Tour, intern-created, also on
the website

 Developed with our independent school
partner St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in
Potomac, a Middle/Upper School
Watershed Stewardship curriculum
component.

 Two FoCJC/Audubon Naturalist Society
Creek Critter Water Quality Monitoring
events

 Installed, with the help of local Cabin
Johner Bruce Lamb, eight rain planters at
various homes and a church.

 Five creek clean-ups

Our largest effort of 2021 was a nine-day
Creek Keeper Launch Event, consisting of
an ecosystem walking assessment/adoption
as part of a new on-going creek stewardship
program in partnership with Montgomery
Parks and Planning. Fourteen Creek Keeper
teams were formed, with 30 participants,
representing numerous communities.

 A storm drain labeling program for
Bannockburn Estates
 A rain garden tour with the Bannockburn
Community Clubhouse
 Provided a CJ Creek Watershed Girl
Scout Troop with a Watershed Journey6
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We plan to do even more in the coming

years. We applied for another CBT grant a
couple of months ago. That proposal focuses
on the Creek Keepers group as critical in
growing awareness and support for the CJ
creek upstream. Our hope is that these folks
will act as nuclei of energy and ideas and
activity in various locations throughout the
watershed.
One effort that will definitely occur in 2022
regardless of whether we get the grant is to
organize a hike along the entire CJ Creek
Trail, from the Potomac as far upstream
as possible—or maybe we'll start up north
and walk downstream. We'll be smart in
designing the walk so that people are able
to participate in only a portion of the hike if
they are so inclined. It will be quite festive!
The hike planning committee has some
current and former CJ residents (Jon
Putnam, Greg Gurley, and Burr Gray)
involved in the effort. Feel free to reach out
to Burr (burrgray@aol.com) if you would like
to be involved in any fashion. VN

S

even Locks Local Park has
two new pickleball courts.
The two courts, created by
converting one of the two tennis
courts already there, are part of
Montgomery Parks efforts to put
lighted pickleball courts at 17 of
the 100 or so county parks that
have tennis courts.

Photo: Marcy Harrison

PICKLEBALL AT SEVEN LOCKS
LOCAL PARK

Seven Locks was picked, in part,
because its courts were already
scheduled for resurfacing. It
also is ADA compliant and has
adequate parking available.

is taking up the sport faster
than any other demographic,
according to a 2021 report by
the Sports and Fitness Industry
Association.

Pickleball, once the game
of retirees in places like the
Villages in Florida and Sun
City in Arizona, is now the
fastest growing sport in the
United States. And it’s the 18to 35-year-old age group that

The Clara Barton Community
Center has been on top of the
pickleball trend, offering indoor
pickleball options for years.
Currently, you can find pickup
games there on Mondays at
noon and Fridays at 11 am. VN

The Origins of Pickleball

P

ickleball was created in
1965 when Joel Pritchard,
who went on to serve in
the U.S. Congress from 1972
to 1984, and his friend Bill Bell
arrived Pritchard’s home on
Bainbridge Island, WA to find
their families sitting around
with nothing to do, according
to USA Pickleball, the sport’s
governing body.
The property had an old
badminton court, but Pritchard
and Bell couldn’t find rackets.
They improvised using ping
pong paddles and a Wiffle ball.
At first they placed the net at
badminton height of 60 inches
and volleyed the ball over the
net. As the weekend progressed,
the players found that the ball
bounced well on the asphalt
surface and soon the net was
lowered to 36 inches.

THE BASICS

A fun sport that combines
many elements of tennis,
badminton and ping-pong.
Played both indoors or
outdoors on a badmintonsized court and a slightly
modified tennis net.
Played with a paddle and a
plastic ball with holes.
Played as doubles or singles.
Can be enjoyed by all ages
and skill levels

The following weekend, Barney
McCallum was introduced to
the game at Pritchard’s home.
Soon, the three men created
rules, relying heavily on
badminton. They kept in mind
the original purpose, which was
to provide a game that the whole
family could play together. VN

Check us out on Facebook
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the
principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.
Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your
convenience.
We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard
maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your
home.
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LOCAL NATURE
Hiding in Plain Sight
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

E

ven in the dead of winter, nature
speaks to us. For the past two months,
my wife and I have been charmed
by the calls of a most interesting visitor,
the Eastern Screech Owl, which has been
perching around 78th Street. Every evening
at dusk and then between 8:30 and 9 PM,
the distinct quiet hoots of this diminutive
owl have made me drop what I was reading.
I even stopped listening to music on
headphones so I could catch the evening
nocturne. In 28 years of living here, this is
the first time I have heard this owl.
The Eastern Screech Owl (Megascops asio)
has the distinction of being one of the most
misnamed of birds. Unlike one of its prey
items, the Mourning Dove, which does
indeed utter a melancholy song, this night
predator doesn’t screech at all (unless really
agitated). Instead, it offers gentle tremolos
or soft calls. Far different from the booming
sounds of our region’s larger owls, the Great
Horned Owl and the Barred Owl.
If you are used to the image of big fiercelooking owls, you must downsize your
search image to spot this one. Adult Eastern
Screech Owls are tiny, ranging from 6
to 10 inches long and weighing in at 4-8
ounces. Diminutive birds that are strictly
nocturnal in their behavior, they become
even harder to see because they are among
the best-camouflaged bird species in our
region. Eastern Screech Owls sport a dark
gray plumage, but the complex patterns and
streaks in the feathers allow it to blend with
tree bark. They like to nest in abandoned
tree cavities where they hole up during the
day. But when they do emerge to stand on

8
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the cavity’s ledge,
pressed against one
wall, they disappear
visually into the
bark. Further
south, where pine
trees dominate the
forest, you can find
reddish members of
the species. Some
birders say this
adaptation enables
their plumage
to merge more
successfully with
the tawny bark of
pine trees or the
bright leaves of
some deciduous
trees, but this is
hearsay and not
based on genetics.
For either color
morph, skilled
birders rarely spot
them, let alone
neophytes.
But their presence
is typically
unmistakable: a
weird roll of a song
that someone once described as, “Oh-o-o-o-o
that I never had been bor-r-r-r-n!” And you
can hear them almost anywhere. Females are
larger than males as in most owls and have
different vocalizations.
Eastern Screech Owls are generalists in
habitat selection: deciduous forests, open
parklands, forests bordering rivers, even
suburban areas such as here in Cabin John.
Find a locale with lots of mice and songbirds
and they are content. One of their favorite
food items is the aforementioned Mourning
Dove, which stands no chance against the
sharp talons of this little owl. Nor do over

100 other species of birds that have been
recorded in their diet. That said, rats and
mice make up the bulk of their menu, so
they do us homeowners a favor. But they
will eat about any small prey item and love
crickets, grasshoppers, and other insects,
especially during the breeding season.
It’s hard to know what drives habitat
selection strategies in animals, and
discovering those strategies is a major
branch of ecology. For this owl in particular,
questions emerge: Is it the presence of lots
of easy prey to catch, like birds that hang out
at backyard feeders, or is it the availability of
tree holes for nesting found in older trees,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

often a scarce resource? Another possibility
is that these owls seek out places where
larger, predatory owls such as Great Horned
Owls and Barred Owls rarely venture,
finding roosting spots near houses and
in open areas. Perhaps the desire to avoid
predators drives habitat selection more than
any other factor.
When dusk falls, our owl awakens. Often
it hunts from a perch, swooping down to
make a kill. Blessed with sharp nocturnal
vision and acute hearing, the Eastern
Screech Owl is reportedly able to detect the
sounds of mice under a blanket of snow. It
is in the “swoop” that their extraordinary
evolutionary adaptations for night hunting
emerge. Their fine hearing is aided by a
feature common to owls, something that
would look unusual in humans: ears that
are asymmetrically placed on the sides of
the head (the tufts of feathers that stick up
on the top of the head look like ears but are

fake). This slight shift enables the owl to
compare the differences between each ear's
perception of sound to lock in on an object.
The flight feathers are exceptional too: they
are serrated at the tips. This built-in noise
damper removes the sound of flapping
wings, enabling a sneak attack.
My hypothesis is that the screech owl came
to visit us and take up temporary residence
to move away from dangerous Barred and
Great Horned owls now that February, the
start of the owl’s breeding season, is upon
us (although our neighborhood is full of
Cooper’s Hawks, a diurnal raptor also known
to go after screech owls). I would have liked
to know the motivation for the visits, but I
was still so pleased that the owl faithfully
called each night and then again before
dawn. Sometimes it would even wake us up
at night. It had clearly settled in at home in
Cabin John.
Then it happened: Radio silence. During
the following two weeks, I strained to listen

for the songs of our new friend. Night after
night, nothing but silence or the annoying
sound of a jet plane headed to National
Airport. Had I spoken too soon about our
backyard being a Barred Owl-free zone?
I was walking out in the backyard forest
the other day when I saw a large bird with
broad wings flap into the same tree our
local Eastern Screech Owl had used as its
calling perch! A Barred Owl! I hooted at it
angrily and it flew away. Two days later my
wife thought she heard our friend calling,
but it was far away. I thought I had heard it,
too. Maybe wishful thinking, a trait of many
birders who, eager to see or hear a special
bird, can convince themselves they did. I
hope he is still around.
The Eastern Screech Owl can live up to 20
years in captivity, but life is much shorter in
the wild. Perhaps our friend has moved to
Glen Echo for the time being, to visit other
families and scour the ground for mice and
voles. That is what I like to think, anyway. VN
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SNOW MUCH FUN
A spring and fall flowering
cherry in the January snow
Photo courtesy of Heidi
Lewis

Bobo in the snow
Photo courtesy of Tina
Eck

This is the winter dress for my cherry
tree. Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Fox

Along MacArthur Blvd
Photo courtesy of Kathryn Markham

Laurel and Georgia Haeni
of 76th Place take a well
deserved homemade cookie
break after kindly tackling
the driveway and walkway
of next door neighbors Miss
Lisa and Mr. Bob.
Photo courtesy of Lisa
Gappa-Norris

CJ Creek in the snow
Photo courtesy of Bob Walsh

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com
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7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Clockwise Talia
(8), Zayn (7), Omar (2)
Sirdar—Omar’s first
time in snow!

Talia and Zayn
Sirdar build a snowman. Photos courtesy
of Nadia Khan

Corkscrew willow plus heavy wet snow yields a broken branch on a
sunny day. Photo courtesy of Eric Federing

View from the back of our house towards the vet and the
Hawk’s home. A few fox tracks in the snow. We think he
lives out back. Heavy wet snow on the branches I removed
soon afterwards from the Leland Cypress. Photos courtesy
of David Epstein

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Clara Barton Community Center
events & activities

CLUB FRIDAY once-a-month fun night
Games, sports, snack bar, movies, and more
Fridays | 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Feb 25 and Mar25
REGISTER FOR ACTIVITY #142378
Watch for our SPRING YOUTH CLASSES
No-bake Cooking
T-shirt Design
Painting
MoCo Rec Dept is moving to a new sign-up system. Call the CBCC office
at 240-777-4910 for current class info (activity numbers, dates, times,
registration, etc.)

for seniors
“SUPER SENIORS” SOCIAL TIMES AT CBCC

Visitors more than welcome.
Coffee and conversation, luncheons, movies, speakers, trips.
Mon & Wed | 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Mon, Feb 28, at noon: Trivial Pursuit, with prizes
Mon, March 21, 1:00 pm: Flower Arranging
Wed, March 23, at noon: Movie of the month, snacks provided.
PICKLEBALL IS BACK!!

MON | NOON  1:30 PM
FRI | 11:00  12:30 PM

SENIOR PING PONG

TUES, THURS | 2:30 4:00 PM

For Pickleball and Ping Pong you need a Senior Sneaker
Pass, which covers the weight room as well as open gym
activities. Get yours at the CBCC office.

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
OPEN: Mon - Thurs 9 am – 8 pm  Fri 9 am–3 pm  Sat - Sun - rentals only 
Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor

RACHELLE CHEROL

PENDING:
6517 Persimmon Tree

LIST PRICE

BR

FB

GAR

SQ. FT.

$1,775,000

6

5.5

2

6,518

© 2021 Anthony Wilder Design Build

JAN - FEB 2022

Home is
where the heart is.
From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

ANTHONYWILDER.COM

3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

DID YOU KNOW?
It's a great time to sell your home!
There are more buyers in today's market than there are homes for sale, and
that's driving home prices up. According to the National Association of
Realtors, the current supply of homes for sale today is at a 1.8 month supply,
which is an all-time low. When the supply of homes for sale is low, sellers will
likely see more offers, which is exactly what is happening now.

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC
C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m
invested in the success of selling homes here.”
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Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com
Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

An Update from Glen Echo Park
BY MARTHA MORRIS
President, Glen Echo Park Partnership
for Arts and Culture

I

t’s been a chilly start to the new year, but
Glen Echo Park continues to offer some
great programs. The social dance groups
are staying warm by waltzing, tangoing, and
swinging. Check the website for various
opportunities both in person and online.

inspired by quilt design patterns and stained
glass, his acrylic and sharpie paintings create
illusions that tell a
story.

Starting Feb. 26
and running for a
month, the Stone
Classes continue to be offered in painting,
Gallery will feature
pottery, photography, music, glass blowing,
an exhibit by
etc. Spring and summer class and camp
Bethesda resident
offerings will be published later in February.
Jackie Hoysted.
Called Symbiotica,
The art galleries are presenting new
the interactive art
exhibitions through February and
installation lights
March. The Popcorn Gallery features
up in unison to
the intriguing and colorful work of DC
the heartbeats
artist James S.Terrell. His solo exhibition
of participants
Discombobulation: A Collide of Scope
when they place their fingers on connected
combines the traditional style of color
pulse-sensors. Hoysted's installation invites
blocking popularized by Josef Albers and
the public to contemplate the concept
images from Terrell's everyday life. Heavily
of symbiosis and
mutually beneficial
Manion + Associates Architects
relationships, as well
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
as how we as humans
Bethesda, MD 20816
need to cooperate
301.229.7000
together to become
www.manionarchitects.com
better co-inhabitants
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA
of the planet.
On view in the
Park View Gallery
starting Feb. 26 will
be What's On Your
Mind? featuring the
work of more than 20
Walter Johnson High
School photography
students who were
asked to share their
perspectives on issues
of importance to
them.
Park View Gallery is
open Monday through
Saturday, 10 AM to

This February DC artist James S.
Terrell has a solo exhibition at the
Popcorn Gallery in Glen Echo Park.

4 PM. Popcorn and Stone Tower galleries
are open on the weekends 12 to 6 PM. In
addition, several resident artists’ studios will
be open on the weekends, so come by to
check them out!
Glen Echo Park Partnership continues to
work with the county and the National Park
Service on needed facility upgrades. The
Spanish Ballroom is our next big project.
We will be assessing for upgrades to the
building, including repairs to the historic
dance floor and potential climate control
options.
Other planning includes the upcoming
visit of the Urban Land Institute Advisory
Panel in March. The panel consists of
architects and urban planners who will be
offering ideas on our long-term facilities
improvements.
The Glen Echo Park Partnership board
will be seeking new members to fill vacant
positions starting this spring. Information
will be posted on the website. Should anyone
have questions, they can contact me at
morrism@email.gwu.edu. VN

Renovations | Additions | New Homes
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
vneditorial@gmail.com.

MORNINGSTAR TABERNACLE NO. 88 EMBOSSING
SEAL PRESENTATION
order that established
the historic AfricanAmerican Moses Hall and
Cemetery in Cabin John
in the late 1880s.

Wagshals will soon open their new barbeque
restaurant and store concept at the old
Bonfields Garage location on MacArthur
Blvd. near the intersection with Sagamore
Rd. It will feature a bar and fine dining.
Dominos Pizza will be joining Simon
Says Yoga, which recently moved from
Sangamore to Glen Echo Center, the small
shopping plaza at the corner of Goldsboro
and MacArthur. Not to worry though, Glen
Echo Pizza and Subs, our local pizza joint
owned by Brad Seigel for the past 25 years,
will still be offering their delicious options.
The Wild Bird Center building on
MacArthur in Glen Echo was recently
bought by a couple who will move in
and eventually run a beauty salon in that
location. The other existing tenants and Wild
Bird Center HQ will remain in place.
Closer to home…The Bethesda Co-op,
which has been CJ’s neighborhood grocery
for more than 20 years, has re-upped its
lease. Greg Baroni, former CJ resident and
president of the Bethesda Co-op board,
board member Jim Cahill and Helen
Atkocius, the co-op’s general manager, spent
six months hammering out the details. The
five-year lease ensures that Cabin Johners
will be able to pick up everything from
baked goods and fresh produce to delicious
cheeses, local craft beers, wines, and the full
range of grocery staples without crossing the
one-lane bridge!
Information for this roundup was provided by
CJ resident Jim Cahill
14
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PHOTO: LISAN MARTIN

Retail News Along
MacArthur Blvd.

CJ resident Steven Cash proudly hands over the official
Morningstar 88 embossing seal to Diane Baxter, descendant and
president of the Morningstar Board of Trustees.

L

ongtime
Cabin John
resident,
Steven Cash, has
been collecting
the area’s historical
memorabilia
for decades. He
discovered the
official Morningstar Tabernacle No. 88
Order of Moses embossing seal a number
of years ago. Morningstar 88 is the fraternal

After hearing that
descendants had
reestablished Morningstar
88 in 2021, Mr. Cash
looked forward to an
opportunity to share
it with the descendant
community. He donated
the seal to the group in the
fall.

Friends of Moses Hall, a Cabin John-based
organization committed to preserving the
cemetery property and its rich but rarelytold history, is very grateful to Steven Cash
for his careful stewardship of this important
historical artifact. The seal impression was
used to create the organization’s logo, which
was designed by Charlotte Troup Leighton,
an FMH board member who lives on
Cypress Grove Lane. VN

Welcome New Neighbors!
Kathleen and Zach Leverenz moved to 79th Place the first
week of January. They came from northeast DC and were
attracted to Cabin John for the access to the C&O trail,
Potomac River as well as the close-knit community here.
They have two kids, Van (5) and Colette (2) as well as a dog
named Jaffa.

LOOKING FOR THE SCOOP FROM YOUR STOOP
New to Cabin John? Celebrating a birth, milestone or achievement? Holding a block
party or art opening? Publishing a book?
The Village News editors are always on the lookout news of note. Please share the latest
from your corner of Cabin John by emailing vneditorial@gmail.com.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

SNOW PICS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family
Day Care since 1991. References
available. Call Siew. 301-3204280.

Cabin John Creek, with ice on
the sides. Photo courtesy of
Marcy Harrison

Ice skating
Photo courtesy of Skip Brown

Morningstar Moses Cemetery
Photo courtesy of Charlotte
Troup Leighton

Juncos on backyard feeder,
Cypress Grove Lane
Photo courtesy of Marcy
Harrison

COMPUTER SERVICES.
DC/PC Computer Support
offers friendly, personalized
computer and electronic services
to area residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades,
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus
and spyware removal, networking
and training. In person,
remote and telephone support
are available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about
our services email support@dcpc.com or call Jim at 202.841.0873

PET CARE - BEST IN THE
AREA.
YOUR PET WILL THANK
YOU!
We provide:
• Daily walks
• Play dates/Daycare
• Boarding at my home
• Pet sitting at yours
We also provide daily pick
ups/drop offs for daycare and
boarding services.
Many neighborhood references.
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and
your furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact Business Manger at
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
For more Winter
Snow photos, see
page 10.

CJ 6th graders Laila Blunt, Arab
Rajani and Samuel Campe enjoy
the snow. Photo courtesy of Carson
Campe

The snow brings
smiles to Soraya
Campe and Mia Blunt.
Photo courtesy of
Vashti Van Wyke

Hannah Skipper of
Froude Circle took
advantage of the
snow on January 16
to snowboard down
the streets of Glen
Echo, just across the
one-lane bridge.
Photo courtesy of
Rebecca Skipper

FEB
23
CJCA Meeting
7:30 PM
via ZOOM

Please pay your
CJCA Dues!
Winter fun with Nevenka
Poberaj, Juliet Rodman and
Monica Pittman!
Photo courtesy of Juliet
Rodman

For more information on
how to pay your annual
dues, please see page 1.

