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MINNIE’S ISLAND – RESTORATIVE RECREATION
AND ECOLOGICAL PRESERVATION
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

M

embers of the Minnie’s Island
Community Conservancy (MICC)
meeting with CJ residents Oct.
27 shared tales of their multifaceted efforts
to restore Minnie’s Island’s natural habitat
and refurbish the cabin on the property
to comfortably host veterans, educational
groups, and others looking to enjoy the
beautiful surroundings.
In addition to sharing photos of their work,
Pascal Pittman, chairperson of the MICC
board, explained that when they started it
was impossible to walk the length of the
island due to all the overgrown vegetation—
now there is a new pathway. They also
uncovered a well and hope to install a solar
array to power a pump for the well. They
plan to have a composting toilet and an

MAY 2017

CJ Turkey Trot Ready
to Roll Thanksgiving
Morning

overarching goal of a net-zero footprint.
Pascal also stressed a goal of fun and noted
that they have hauled a grill out to the
cabin deck and already hosted a BBQ for
volunteers.
CJ resident Hanna Moerland, who chairs
the group’s Natural Resources Committee,
stressed that the group has “a mandate to
figure out how to balance the community
goals with the preservation of the Potomac
Gorge’s unique biodiversity.”
She noted that there are 1,400 different plant
species in the Potomac Gorge and some 300
species are considered rare, endangered,
or threatened. During one recent effort at
removing invasive vines, they uncovered a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

A Treat-Filled Halloween in Cabin John

O

nce again, Cabin John residents and
friends will have a chance to join
their neighbors in a family-friendly
run/walk at the 4th annual CJ Turkey Trot to
be held Thanksgiving morning at 10 am.
The free trot will start at Cabin John Local
Park, by the one-lane bridge. Folks are asked
to gather by the banner at the park. We’ll
take a quick commemorative photo and send
participants on their way.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

See story and more
photos, pg 3
Trick-or-treaters
from the Evergreen
neighborhood
head out in style.
Lots of candy was
distributed and
enjoyed.

CJ HAUNTED HOUSE
by Burr Gray
HOLIDAY CRAFT
SHOW - DEC 5
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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TURKEY TROT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The 2.5 mile run/walk,
organized by the Cabin John
Citizens Association, follows the
bike path from the park, to 79th
Street, down to the C&O Canal,
along the canal to the path by
the one-lane bridge and back to
the park. There will be signs and
course monitors along the route.
FOOD DONATIONS
ENCOURAGED
In the spirit of Thanksgiving,
we are asking all participants to
bring non-perishable grocery
items for Manna Food Center’s
Smart Sack program.
The Smart Sack Program
provides backpacks of food
each weekend to some 2,850
Montgomery County school
kids. Popular food items
include jars of peanut butter,

boxes of granola bars, instant
oatmeal, and canned vegetables
and fruits.
REGISTRATION AND
VOLUNTEERING
The trot is free, but we are
asking every household who
is thinking about coming
out, to please register online
at https://tinyurl.com/CJTurkeyTrot2021 so that we can
plan accordingly.
When registering, you also
will have the opportunity to
volunteer. Please consider
signing up to put up course
signs before the event or to be a
course monitor during the trot.
Questions about registration or
volunteering? Contact Kesha
Leets at kesha.leets@gmail.com.

A TREAT-FILLED HALLOWEEN IN CABIN JOHN
Cabin John once again was filled with thrills and treats on
Halloween as neighbors decked out treat tables and kids
donned their costumes for a night of fun. Beautiful weather
accompanied the evening, which even included a driveby
from an ambulance crew from the Cabin John Park
Volunteer Fire Department handing out candy. Neighbors
enjoyed reconnecting and sharing laughs. Here are some
photos from the festive occasion.
Photo (upper left): Spooky treat giver on Cabin Rd.

Trick-or-treaters stopping to pick up
some candy at the Ingraham's house.

Photo: courtesy of Alice Makl

Photo: courtesy of Loretta Ingalls

Photo: courtesy of Shannon Steward

Photo: courtesy of Loretta Ingalls

Lucy Ingalls trick-or-treating on 75th. St.
as Mira Royal Detective.

Photo: courtesy of Shannon Steward

Photo: courtesy of Susan Shipp

Marco Franzetti, Tristan Allain,
Jasper Johnson and Wolfe Elliott
enjoy a CJ Halloween.

Christ Nasti, Jen Bernat, and their son
James of 75th St. as the Baby Shark
family. James enjoyed trick-or-treating!

Kendall and Kyle Rush heading out for
some trick-or-treating fun.

Photo: courtesy of Shannon Steward

Photo: courtesy of Jen Bernat

Princess Bella and the rest of the
Bosch family made the rounds on
Cypress Grove Lane.

Crowds come out on Tomlinson Ave.

Photo: courtesy of Helen Harris

Photo: courtesy of Charlotte Troup Leighton

Dan Frisch of 77th Street is ready for trick-ortreaters. The “Hogwarts professor” sat 6 feet
from the candy bowl on his front porch and
refilled as necessary through the night.

Harris house on 75th Place is open for
business.
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A RETURN TO SCARINESS ⎯ CJ'S HAUNTED HOUSE PROVES
POSITIVELY FRIGHTFUL
BY BURR GRAY
Friends of the Clara Barton
Community Center

A

fter a pause in 2020, the annual
Haunted House came back scarier
and more festive than ever. This
popular event is organized by the Friends
of the Clara Barton Community Center
(FCBCC) in conjunction with the County
Recreation Dept. This year the Haunted
House attracted more than 350 people.
It was a non-stop flow of kids and parents
that were ushered into the Community
Center's main hall by scary Viking Burr
Gray during the two-hour event, with most
folks coming from Cabin John, Glen Echo,
and Bethesda. Fortune Tellers Melanie
Patt-Corner, Jan Iris Smith, and Mary
Tyszkeiwicz were set up under tents outside
on the back blacktop, along with the games
and refreshments. It worked so well that
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Keller O'Neil and a zombie friend welcome
Haunted House visitors.

Haunted House visitors enjoy pizza, games
and lots of apple cider at this year's event.

PHOTOS: MICHAEL HYMAN

families stuck around outside having fun
long after the event had formally ended.

Judith Bell, were eaten and many gallons of
apple cider drunk.

Some 30 student volunteers — supervised
by FCBCC board member Stace Kimmel
— earned SSL hours by scaring kids or by
being witches or guides. How fun is that!
Forty-three pizzas, delivered from Glen Echo
Pizza by Brandon Hadley and set out before
the hungry masses by board member "Ninja"

Former board member Greg Pawlson and
his wife Jean crafted some witty slogans for
the Adult Scary tent—the "6th Grade Science
Project Due Tomorrow" and the "Passage
of Time" posters struck fear in the hearts of
even the bravest. Michael Hyman took some
great closeup photos that you see here.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

RESTORATION UNDERWAY AT GIBSON GROVE CHURCH
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

step. More than 40 people, including a dozen
CJ residents, attended the midday event.
As explained by E.S Bankhead, Jr., chairman
of the church’s board of trustees, phase
one will actually see some of the structure
torn down in order to stabilize the belfry
and the front of the building, which must
be kept intact to keep the church’s historic
designation. Construction equipment was at
the property as the newsletter went to press.

R

estoration of the historic Gibson
Grove Church on Seven Locks
Rd. kicked off Oct. 20 with a
groundbreaking ceremony to announce the
effort and recognize the state officials who
helped secure funding for this critical first

Phase one is being funded by a $550,000
state bond awarded in April to stabilize
and improve the Gibson Grove site. The
bond initiative was first introduced by State
Delegate Sara Love and strongly supported
by Del. Marc Korman of the Appropriations
Committee. State Sen. Susan Lee sponsored
the initiative in the Senate.
The total cost of the church rebuilding
and expansion project is estimated at $3.2

The State Highway Administration recently
pledged to mitigate stormwater damage to
the church property and the church hopes
that will include land improvements to allow
for a parking lot on the site. To avoid further
tree damage, the church is seeking a county
permit to remove two trees, but will mill the
wood and store it to use in the new building.
VN

Jacqueline Robbins

Rev. Dr. Evalina Huggins, First Agape Pastor
Edgar Bankhead, Bishop W. Darin Moore,
and State Del. Sara Love all spoke at the
ceremonial groundbreaking.

million. The church property suffered
significant structural damage in a 2004 fire,
just a year after the First Agape AME Zion
Church took over the church property and
completed refurbishing it. As the church
worked to raise funds and address the
restoration requirements due to its historic
designation, the property sustained further
damage when a massive tree limb dropped
on the structure in 2015. Additionally,
poorly managed stormwater drainage from
the Capital Beltway has caused extensive
erosion to the site.

Celebrate the Season with
Your Neighbors Dec. 12

The free festivities include a sing-along, crafts, a selfie station,
and a delicious assortment of food and drink as well as the
ever-popular visit from Santa. A raffle, which raises money for
SOME (So Others Might Eat) keeps getting bigger with more
than a dozen prizes valued between $50 and $400.
The community center is booked for Dec. 12 from 5:00 to 7:00
pm, but we need volunteers to make it happen. We need
you to give a couple hours now to help solicit raffle prizes.
Or you could volunteer to arrive two hours before the event
to decorate and set up. We also need people to help out
during the party to keep it running smoothly and to clean up
afterwards.

© 2021 Anthony Wilder Design Build

With the mask mandate lifted and school-age children able to
be vaccinated, the Cabin John Citizens Association wants to
bring back the CJ Holiday Party. It’s a wonderful annual
event that brings the community together to enjoy some
holiday cheer.

Home is
where the heart is.
From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

To volunteer, please contact Susan Shipp at jsjshipp3@
verizon.net or 301-320-5106.
ANTHONYWILDER.COM
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CJCA NEWS
MINNIE'S ISLAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

rare Maryland goldenrod plant, which they
will protect from island visitors. (See this
month’s Nature column for more on the
goldenrod.)
Another CJ resident, Neil Shaut, heads up
the Physical Facilities Committee, which
he describes as the group responsible for
safety, whether it has to do with transporting
people to and from the island, securing the
cabin, or keeping the first aid kit at the ready.
This month, they have experts going out to
the island to do a forensic survey of the cabin
and its foundation to see what needs to be
done to ensure its soundness.
The goals are ambitious and the MICC
welcomes anyone interested in volunteering
or just curious about their work to check out
their website, www.minniesisland.org. VN

Nominating Committee for CJ Officers
to be Formed
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

T

he Cabin John Citizens Association is
forming a nominating committee to
develop a slate of officers for 20222023, to be submitted for election in May
2022. The goal is to have members of the
committee selected by the end of December
so that they can begin their work in January.

continue its mission of building community
through activities, communication, and
community service while also working
to preserve its history and natural
surroundings.
Please contact Vashti Van Wyke at
vvanwyke@yahoo.com or Susan Shipp at
jsjshipp3@verizon.net for more information
or to put yourself on the nominating
committee. VN

The committee’s mission is to have a slate
of officers identified by March. Please
consider volunteering to be a member of the
nominating committee. By serving, you will
be helping to ensure that the CJCA is able to

Clara Barton Community Center
events & activities

for seniors

Winter After-School Programs

“SUPER SENIORS” SOCIAL TIMES AT CBCC

AGES 713 | REGISTRATION STARTS MON, DEC 8
ACTIVITIES BEGIN WEEK OF JAN 9, 2022

Coffee and conversation, luncheons, movies, speakers, trips.
Mon & Wed | 10:00 am - 2:00 pm

DO IT YOURSELF ART
Join Brandi to learn arts and crafts
that you can do at home
KIDS CAN COOK!
Make yummy healthful food. A
different menu every time

THE 6 SIMPLE MACHINES
Put these classics to work in a series
of projects
CLUB FRIDAY
Once a month fun night—games,
sports, snack bar, movies, and
more

DECORATE HOLIDAY COOKIES
Cookies and decorations supplied
MOVIE OF THE MONTH
Snacks provided
WELCOME WINTER
w/Hot Chocolate

INDOOR SOCCER OPEN GYM

SENIOR PING PONG
CHECKERS AND CHESS
BINGO, with Prizes

KID FIT
Have fun and stay fit with new
dance moves and Zumba routines

For activity numbers, days, times, and details on registration and membership, call the
CBCC office at 240-777-4910

Mon, Dec 6 | 12:30 pm
Wed, Dec 15 | 12:00 noon
Mon, Dec 20 | 1:00 pm

Tues, Thurs | 2:30 - 4:00 pm
Mon |10:00 - 11:30 am

2nd Monday of each month, 1:00 to 2:00 pm

Looking for space for an event or party? Call Clara Barton to learn more about our rental procedures.

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
OPEN: Mon - Thurs 9 am – 8 pm  Fri 9 am–3 pm  Sat - Sun - rentals only 
Closed: December 24, 2021 to January 3, 2022
Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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CJ Holiday Giving Project Collecting Gift Cards for SOME
BY LORI RIECKELMAN
CJ Resident

T

his year marks the 11th anniversary
of Cabin John’s Holiday Giving
Tree Project. This is our annual
community service effort where we provide
gifts to children and adults in need through
SOME (So Others Might Eat). SOME is a
Washington, DC organization that helps the
poor and homeless through services, such as
training and shelter.
In 2020 the pandemic prompted SOME to
request gift card donations instead of actual
gifts. Some 100 CJ families responded,
donating $7,210 worth of gift cards. Let’s see
if we can’t go even bigger this year!
Gift cards in $50 increments to stores such
as Amazon, Target, Walmart, and Macy’s as
well as gift cards for Visa and Mastercard
would be most appreciated.

But gift cards in any denomination
would also be welcomed. As always,
our neighbors in Brookmont and Glen
Echo are also collecting gift cards.
Together, we hope to help more than
200 people in SOME’s transitional
housing purchase clothing and
household items.
The deadline for this year’s effort is
Dec. 4. Lori Rieckelman, the CJ coordinator,
recommends two ways to donate cards.
Either purchase the cards yourself and
drop them off at her house following the
instructions below, or order them from the
merchant online and have them sent directly
to Lori. Either way, they must arrive at Lori’s
house no later than Dec. 4! This allows time
for SOME to distribute the cards to families
to do their holiday shopping.

For those folks dropping off gift cards, please
text Lori when you have left cards at the
bin on her porch so that she can quickly
retrieve them. Her address is 6423 79th St.,
and her number is 301-655-4404. If you have
questions, you can email Lori at rieckell@aol.
com or call/text her. Thank you! VN
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In Memoriam: MICKIE SIMPSON

M
cancer.

ickie Simpson of Buxton Terrace
passed away Oct. 28th at her home
after a six-year battle with breast

A local realtor and active volunteer, Mickie
had lived in Cabin John and Glen Echo since
relocating from Massachusetts with her
family in 2009. She had previously lived in
the Washington, DC area from 1992 to 2002.
At the time of her death, Mickie was a
residential real estate agent for Sotheby’s
International Realty working out of the
Bethesda office. Previously in her career,
when she worked in commercial real estate
for Concord Partners, she was part of the
consulting team that helped select the
architect for Arena Stage’s award-winning
redevelopment project.
Mickie had a love of the arts, particularly
jazz music and live theatre, regularly
attending performances. She also loved the

outdoors and the open spaces in Cabin John,
and she could often be found hiking the
many trails along the C&O canal.
A committed volunteer and generous
spirit, Mickie was a volunteer trail steward
for the National Park Service. She served
on the boards of Bethesda Green and the
Roundhouse Theatre and was a member
of the Class of 2021 for Leadership
Montgomery.
She was well known in Cabin John for
the awesome gift baskets she created and

donated for the charity raffle held at the
annual CJ holiday party. Even as illness
slowed down her real estate work, she
insisted on supporting The Village News by
keeping an advertisement in the newsletter.
Born Nov. 24, 1963 in Cleveland, Ohio to Joe
and Jackie Linder, Mickie grew up mainly in
Vermont and Connecticut, graduating high
school in Old Lyme, CT. She received her
undergraduate degree from Colby College
in Maine and went on to get her MBA from
Wake Forest University in 1992. She earned a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com
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7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net

IN MEMORIAM

HAUNTED HOUSE

masters in real estate from Johns
Hopkins University in 2000.
Mickie met her husband Dave
when they both were working
in Arlington, VA. They married
in 1997 and have two children,
Aleksandra (Ola) and Arek.
In addition to her immediate
family, Mickie is survived
by her mother and three
younger brothers, Matt, Doug,
and Eric Linder.

Finally, a huge thanks goes to
Barry Jones, Director of the
Community Center, and his
staff for borrowing lots of tents
and pipe and drape from other
centers and helping with the
considerable set-up and take
down that occurs to create this
event. The two-hour take down
would have been much, much
longer without the efforts of
Stace's husband Keith, and their
daughter "Witch Jackie." VN

Mickie’s infectious energy and
extraordinary ability to cultivate
friendships will be missed by
all who knew and loved her. A
celebration of Mickie's life is
planned for 2 pm, Dec. 11 at the
Roundhouse Theater. Memorial
donations may be made in
Mickie's name to the theater or
to your favorite charity.

Judith Bell is a CJ Ninja Warrior.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Student volunteers help decorate the
Clara Barton Community Center in
preparation for the Haunted House.
PHOTOS: MICHAEL HYMAN

Dr. Einstein and friend welcome
visitors.

Witches Jackie Kimmel and Isabella
Altma help with set up.

Jan Iris Smith reads fortunes.

Check us out on Facebook
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the
principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.
Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your
convenience.
We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard
maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your
home.
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LOCAL NATURE
A Golden Oldie
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

Y

ou don’t need an advanced degree
in plant taxonomy to recognize
goldenrod. From the passenger’s seat
of a car speeding down the Clara Barton
Parkway, there it is: golden fingers waving
at you from tall green stalks. The splash of
dazzling color in early August from this
roadside fixture signals the approach of
fall. Well into October, various species of
goldenrod combine with asters, wingstem,
boneset, and mistflower to make fall
flowering a colorful passage into cooler
weather. In fact, I used to think of goldenrod,
when I was a budding naturalist living in
Illinois, as the harbinger of autumn. I had
no idea until I started my coursework in
biology how much more goldenrod has to
teach us about pattern and process in the
natural world.
Let’s start with the basics: goldenrod is in the
aster family, one of the largest in the world
with over 23,000 species. Those zinnias,
marigolds, sunflowers, and chrysanthemums
in your flower garden, or the artichokes,
lettuce, and endive in your vegetable
garden—all are relatives of goldenrod. The
green liquor known as absinthe in the Henri
Toulouse-Lautrec painting is also known as
wormwood, another genus (Artemisia) in
the aster family. And “Aachoo!!!,” the cause
of hay fever and fall allergies? Over there,
at the edge of an unmown lawn, is ragweed
(Ambrosia).
But don’t point the finger at goldenrod: it
is pollinated by insects, unlike the windpollinated ragweed. Goldenrod does no
harm, meaning it doesn’t trigger any allergic
response. Goldenrod is one of the more
diverse genera of the aster plants, with about
110-120 species in total, most of them found
in central and eastern North America and
a few in the United Kingdom. The name

10
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Solidago, goldenrod’s
genus, comes from the
Latin word “solida,”
meaning “whole,” and
“ago” meaning “to make.”
The cultural aspects
of goldenrod are as
interesting as the
ecological insights its
study offers. Goldenrod
is a heroic plant in
American colonial
history. The story goes
that after the Boston
Tea Party, finding
an alternative to the
imported tea, Camellia
chinensis, became a
colonist’s imperative.
Enter Solidago, and soon
goldenrod tea became
known as “liberty tea”
(like replacing the
French with “freedom” in
French fries, I suppose).
Goldenrod tea became
the only tea rebellious
colonists would drink
during their protests
against British rule and
its hated taxes, imposed
without representation.
Eventually, goldenrod tea
became a much soughtafter export tea to, of all places, China, the
original home of Camellia!
Most impressive of all, at the turn of the
last century goldenrod made a short list for
the ultimate accolade—national flower—in
competition with the columbine, the daisy,
and clover. There was drama surrounding
the final choice and even fake news: In the
1940s while still a front-runner in the belated
decision on a national flower, goldenrod was
accused of being the cause of hay fever, no
doubt because it shares the same flowering
time as ragweed, the true culprit. Despite a
later reprieve from plant science as the cause
of allergies, goldenrod eventually lost out,

but not until 1986 when the rose received the
coveted honor of national flower, anointed so
by President Ronald Reagan. A poor choice,
in my view: one might say that if you have
seen one cultivated rose, you have seen them
all.
More seriously, the national flower is not
even native to the United States! Although
there are many native species in the genus
Rosa, this was not the type of rose Reagan
had in mind. He favored ones more like
the cultivated roses that have no native
pollinators and don’t produce nectar. In
contrast, goldenrod is a native and a staple
for nectar feeders, as well as a sign of good
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

GOLDEN OLDIE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

luck and fortune in many cultures.
But it is the ecologist who sings the loudest
praises for goldenrods, because this wild
native teaches us a basic lesson essential to
understanding nature: that most species
on Earth are rare. Among the 75 species
of goldenrod in the United States and, in
particular, the 23 species in our local flora,
most goldenrods are uncommon—they
have very narrow ranges, low population
densities, or both. Sure, there is the
ubiquitous Canada goldenrod along the
highways and byways of the eastern United
States, but in North America, these few
goldenrod species that are widespread and
common are the exceptions. Instead, many
goldenrods are unique to rare soil types like
calcareous rocks or sandstones.
Perhaps the most impressive of these is an
endangered goldenrod species that was
recently encountered in our area along

the Potomac and part of one of the rarest
plant communities on Earth, called a scour
community. I wrote about this phenomenon
a few years back in this column. The
Potomac, like other wild rivers, scours out
riverbanks and eddies during flooding
events. Left in the exposed soil and scattered
on the river boulders are the seeds of plants
adapted for the wild river ride. When the
water level drops, the floating seeds settle
into nooks and crannies, germinate, and
take root. Do they ever take root! This rare
goldenrod has a thick rhizome that not only
helps it to cling tightly to the rocks during
floods but to store a
lot of nutrients. The
nutrient reservoir
and the lack of
competitors in this
narrow ecological
niche grant this
goldenrod species
a fate many of us
would like to have: a
very long existence.
It is likely that the
goldenrods you

almost stepped on will outlive you and even
your children.
But back to nature’s lesson: in any group
of plants and animals with lots of similar
species—a pattern repeated again and
again, from deer mice to fence lizards to
goldenrods—there are always a few species
in the genus that are abundant and range
widely, and a majority of species that are
rare. It is this pattern of rarity that drives
us as scientists, and many others as well, to
discern it, map it, and save these rarities, the
precious gems of nature. VN

DID YOU KNOW?
There are 4 things to do before you put your home
on the market.
1. Contact a financial advisor because tax issues following the sale can
be complicated.
2. Make basic repairs so there are no major issues with the HVAC system,
plumbing or electrical systems
3. Create a transition plan so when selling a home while moving
belongings is not stressful - put some things in storage to remove
clutter

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

4. Consider simple upgrades such as fresh paint, new exterior doors,
modern light fixtures

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600
Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m
invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
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Old and New Coming to the Holiday Craft Show
BY JUDITH BELL
CJ Resident

T

SAVE THE DATE
HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW

he holiday craft show returns to the
Clara Barton Community Center on
Dec. 5 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. There
will be fewer tables and wider aisles than
in past shows, to make it less cramped and
better ventilated, in keeping with pandemicbred habits and preferences.
One of the pleasures of this annual exhibit is
that it is truly local. Patrons browse things to
eat, things to wear, things to read—all being
sold by the local artists, artisans, and authors
who made them. No middlemen.
Veteran craft show attendees will be happy to
get reacquainted, after the pandemic-forced
hiatus in 2020, with familiar local artists

Clara Barton
and to find out how the pandemic
Community Center
As always, the Friends of
has affected their projects. Bessie
Clara Barton Community
Ioakim will be there with her
Dec. 5
Center (FCBCC)
mouth-watering Greek cookies,
1:00 to 5:00 pm
organizes the Holiday Craft
jams, and tapenades. We’ll see the
Show in cooperation with
latest knit creations of Beryl Fishman and
the Montgomery County Department of
Nancy Russo, and trace the evolution of John
Recreation. Proceeds from the craft show
Kingscott’s elegant wooden cheese boards.
go toward other events and activities at the
center.
Meanwhile everyone will be discovering
new artists offering works that promise the
For more information on the upcoming
long-lasting pleasure of a beautiful handshow, contact Leslie Barden, the show’s
made object—pottery vessels, fragrant
impresario, by phone at 301-365-1311 or
soaps, paintings and prints, and some really
email at leslie.barden@verizon.net; or
classy bling. One of these talented new
go to the FCBCC website at
acquaintances may turn out to be one of
your neighbors.
www.FriendsCBCC.org. VN

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”

landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000
www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

OCT - NOV 2021
ACTIVE:

LIST PRICE

BR

FB

GAR

SQ. FT.

6517 Persimmon Tree

$1,849,000

6

5.5

2

6,518

$1,500,000

3

2.5

1

2,991

$700,000

2

1

0

792

UNDER CONTRACT
9 Froude Circle
SOLD:
6940 Seven Locks Rd.

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
F lu e n t i n
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
vneditorial@gmail.com.

NEIGHBORS TURN PANDEMIC PASSION
PROJECT INTO BUSINESS

New Donation Adds
to MacArthur Blvd.
Beautification
Steve Sarfatti, Bill Gormley and Rick
Hatch, all of Longridge Ct., spruced up a
stretch of MacArthur Blvd. with fountain
grasses and perennials from Steve’s yard.
Elaine Hornhauer, Scott Hoffman, Susan
Roberts, Susan Shipp and Beverly Sullivan
pitched in too.
Have drought-tolerant perennials that you
would like to donate? Willing to volunteer
a couple of hours to help maintain a patch
of greenery? Email Susan Roberts at
susanroberts487@gmail.com. VN

I

n last year’s November issue
of The Village News, we spoke
with Gabby Rojas and Mike

Coan of Froude Circle, who had just

Gabby Rojas and Mike Coan renovated their
backyard and realized a passion to become
aquascape contractors.
PHOTO: GABBY ROJAS AND MIKE COAN

completed a major renovation of their

a team—they turned their new hobby into

backyard. They built a patio, ponds,

a business, launching Oasis Water Gardens.

and a waterfall as a passion project

As they finish up their first season, they

to pass time during the pandemic.

will have completed 20 projects as certified

Recognizing how much they enjoyed

aquascape contractors. Congratulations

this work—and working together as

Gabby and Mike!

VN

PHOTO: SUSAN SHIPP

CJ BLOOD DRIVE COLLECTS 30 PINTS

A

fter a 19-month hiatus due to the
pandemic, the Cabin John Citizens
Association and the Clara Barton
Community Center hosted a blood drive
in October that collected 30 pints of blood,
two more than the goal set by INOVA Blood
Services, which runs the drive.

Thanks to Burr Gray, Karen Melchar,
Benno Schmidt, and Susan Shipp for
volunteering to coordinate and staff this
event.

Thirty-two people showed up to donate,
four were deferred for various reasons
and two were able to give a “double-red”
donation in a process that collects two units
of red cells while returning the plasma,

Please mark your calendars for the next CJ
blood drive to be held Feb. 6. The INOVA
staff can handle upwards of 50 donors so
please consider donating the next time they
are in town! VN
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platelets, and other fluid to the body. A
double-red donation counts as two pints.

Substitute Teachers
Needed

T

he Clara Barton Center for Children
located at 7425 MacArthur Blvd. has
immediate openings for substitute
teachers. If you are at least 18 years old,
have a lot of energy, and enjoy working with
children, contact Paula Curran at paula.
curran@clarabartoncenter.org or 301-3204565. Days and hours are flexible.
This is a perfect opportunity for older adults,
parents, or college students who want to
spend time in a joyful environment with a
group of professional teachers and wonderful
and inquisitive children! VN

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Short-Term Rentals Available
Single Rooms to Large Suites
Floor Plans Available Online
Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your
pets happy and healthy. Many
Cabin John and Carderock pets’
families will be happy to give their
recommendations. Call Carolyn
(240) 204-2953

PET CARE - BEST IN THE AREA.
YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU!
We provide:
• Daily walks
• Play dates/Daycare
• Boarding at my home
• Pet sitting at yours

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family
Day Care since 1991. References
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

We also provide daily pick ups/
drop offs for daycare and boarding
services.
Many neighborhood references.
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and your
furry family!

COMPUTER SERVICES.
DC/PC Computer Support offers
friendly, personalized computer and
electronic services to area residents.
Services include maintenance,
repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new PC
setups, virus and spyware removal,
networking and training. In person,
remote and telephone support are
available. To schedule an appointment
or learn more about our services
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim
at 202.841.0873

To place AN AD in the Village
News classifieds contact Business
Manger at VNbusinessmanager@
gmail.com.

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468

www.go1stchoice.com

Insured
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Thanks, neighbors, for a great Halloween!

NOV
25

DEC
5

4th Annual CJ Turkey Trot
10:00 AM

Holiday Craft Show
1:00 - 5:00 PM

Location: CJ Local Park

Trick-or-treaters in Evergreen
show off their costumes.

Rachel Solomon and Mila
Franzetti treat-or-treating in
Cabin John.

PHOTO: CHARLOTTE TROUP LEIGHTON

PHOTO: SUSAN SHIPP

Location: Community Center

DEC
12
CJ Holiday Party
5:00 - 7:00 PM

Location: Community Center

