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BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Community Approves CJ Sign Design CJ JULY 4TH 
TRADITIONS ARE 
BACK

The community gave a literal thumbs 
up to the Cabin John sign design 
unveiled at the May 25 CJCA 

meeting—with the meeting held on Zoom, 
the 25 or so participants were asked to vote 
with their thumbs on screen. The design, 
created by CJ resident Jack Mandel of Carver 
Rd., was unanimously approved. Jack is a 
stone mason with a stonework design/build 
business.

As Jack explained to meeting participants, 
the sign design incorporates the iconic 
Cabin John Bridge in two ways. One is 
the shape of the base, which has an arched 
opening similar in shape to the bridge. The 
other bridge element is that he has acquired 
a piece of the Seneca red sandstone that was 
left over from the bridge repairs done some 
20 years ago. Additional sandstone that is the 
same color as the bridge will also be used. 
The rest of the base is likely to be made of 

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

POEMS FOR 
PASSERSBY

HENRY BERGEN of Webb Rd., 
graduated from Haverford 
College with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics. He will 
enter the magical world of 
hedge funds and finance this 
summer in Connecticut. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

With government 
pandemic mandates 
lifted and the CDC 
saying outdoor 
events are safe, the 
Cabin John Citizens 
Association is 
happy to once again 

sponsor the Cabin John 4th of July Parade 
and Celebration in honor of our nation’s 
Independence Day.

The festivities begin at 9:30 am with a pre-
parade gathering at the top of 79th Street for 
bike and stroller decorating. The CJCA will 
provide decorating supplies for parents to 
use in helping their kids prepare their rides 
and their pets. There will also be patriotic 
accessories for people too.  

The parade itself gets underway at 10:00 
am. The parade will head down the bike 

Thanks to Greg Pawlson’s efforts, the 
MacArthur Plaza shopping center has 
tentatively agreed to allow a CJ sign to be 
installed on the grassy area at the corner 
of Seven Locks and MacArthur Blvd.
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local Carderock stone. 

To reflect the community’s love of nature, 
a planter will be built into the base 
under the archway. Meeting participants 
suggested that native species be planted 
there. After consultation with CJ’s local 

class of 2021

CJ 2021 GRADUATES
See more photos and story on page 8.
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BY CHARLOTTE TROUP LEIGHTON
CJCA Vice President, Advocacy

LONGTIME CJ POSTMASTER 
RETIRES

Jonathan Black, Cabin John’s 
Postmaster, retired on May 
26 after nearly 35 years with 

the US Postal Service. Mr. Black 
was appointed Postmaster in 
Cabin John in 2007 following 
the retirement of Laverne 
Baptiste.

Mr. Black will miss the 
camaraderie among his terrific 
staff at the CJ post office. He 
also spoke fondly of MacArthur 
Plaza landlords, Mike Garrett 
and Bob Smith, calling them 
“wonderful people.”

Mr. Black cited his battle with 

the rare central nervous system 
disorder NMO (neuromyelitis 
optica spectrum disorder) 
as the primary reason for 
his retirement, but he looks 
forward to mentoring and 
tutoring special needs youth in 
Montgomery County. 

In an interesting coincidence, 
Mr. Black’s mother, Pearl Gilbert 
Black, grew up in Cabin John 
on Carver Road and attended 
Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion 
Church. Jonathan said that both 
his mother and grandmother 
worked at the Cabin John Hotel 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. - Thurs.  9 am–8 pm  Fri.  9 am–3 pm  CLOSED JULY 5

Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec                                                
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

Yippee!
OPEN HOURS
Monday - Thursday | 9:00 am - 8:00 pm
Friday | 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Masks not required

THE COMMUNITY CENTER IS BACK!

before it burned down. Now in her mid-90s, 
he has sadly not been able to visit his mom 
in DC for over a year during the pandemic. 

While the Cabin John community 
has been overwhelmingly warm and 
welcoming, a few troubling instances 
of racism he experienced as Cabin John’s 
postmaster are disheartening memories for 
Mr. Black, putting a damper on what should 

VN

Postmaster Jonathan Black celebrates his 
retirement. He has been CJ's Postmaster since 2007.

have been a nice legacy serving an important 
role in our community. 

Friends of Moses Hall is most appreciative 
of Postmaster Black’s kind assistance in 
assigning Morningstar Tabernacle No. 88 
Moses Cemetery and Hall’s newly recognized 
street address to the Cabin John mail route 
this year. When the county first assigned 
a Bethesda zip code, Mr. Black was able to 

POSTMASTER RETIRES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

confirm that the historic site fell within the 
boundaries of the Cabin John zip code. 

The Cabin John community congratulates 
Jonathan Black on his retirement and 
wishes him happiness and good health in 
this next chapter! Bernie Saal will serve as 
interim postmaster until a new Cabin John 
postmaster is announced.

Black shakes hands with longtime 
employee Bernie Saal, the new 
interim postmaster.

PH
O

TO
: C

H
A

R
LO

TT
E 

TR
O

U
P 

LE
IG

H
TO

N

PH
O

TO
: C

A
TÉ

 S
TO

K
ES



4 www.cabinjohn.org ⏐ June 2021

CJCA NEWS

At the May meeting, the community voted 
in the following Cabin John Citizens 
Association officers for a one-year term. 

As you can see from the list, there are still a 
couple of openings. Please consider serving 
your community by volunteering alongside 
these neighbors. For more information on 
the open positions, please contact Susan 
Shipp at jsjshipp3@verizon.net.

CO-PRESIDENTS 
Susan Shipp and Vashti Van Wyke

Serving together for one year as a transition 
after the pandemic. The CJCA will need new 
co-presidents in 2022.

TREASURER
Bob Walsh

INTERIM SECRETARY
Meredith Griggs
Looking for a new secretary

VICE PRESIDENT, ACTIVITIES 
Irena Bojanova

VICE PRESIDENT, ACTIVITIES 
Kesha Leets

VICE PRESIDENT, ADVOCACY 
Charlotte Troup Leighton

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS 
Marcy Harrison
(Directory and website support)

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNICATIONS  
VACANT
(Manage email lists, send emails, and 
news stories)

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 
Stephanie Lai

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH  
Heather Tomlinson

VICE PRESIDENT, COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 
Justin Webster

2021 CJCA Officers

O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco
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path along MacArthur Blvd. to 75th Street 
and end at the playground behind the Clara 
Barton Community Center. 

After the half-mile parade stay and enjoy 
some refreshments, games, and the reading 
of the Declaration of Independence. It’s been 
too long since the community last gathered. 
Hope to see many of you there!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Adult and student volunteers are needed. 
Adult volunteers should contact Kesha Leets 
at kesha.leets@gmail.com if you are willing to 
be a parade route crossing guard or to help 
out before or during the event.

SSL hours are available for middle and high 
school students who are able to help with 
the pre-parade decorating, keeping parade 
participants moving along the route, or 
the party itself. Interested students should 
contact Stephanie Lai at laifamily2002@
gmail.com to sign up.

JULY 4 CELEBRATION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

VN

CJCA SIGN APPROVED
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The approved CJ Sign, designed by Jack Mandel, 
incorporates design elements from the iconic 
Cabin John Bridge.
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historian Judy Welles, it was determined 
that the established date for Cabin John 
should be 1878, which is the year the first 
Cabin John postmaster was appointed. The 
CJCA acquired the original appointment 
certificate, dated March 18, 1878, last year.   

CJCA Vice President Greg Pawlson, 
chair of the sign committee, detailed 
next steps, including approval from the 
shopping center, county permitting, 
and a more detailed cost estimate. He 
also noted the goal of refurbishing 
and lighting the existing CJ sign at the 
community center and of posting simple 
metal Welcome to Historic Cabin John 
signs at the various entrances to the 
community. 

It could cost close to $20,000 for all of 
these sign efforts to come to fruition 
and that is with Jack donating his 
design services. CJCA President Susan 
Shipp explained the 100th anniversary 
fundraising efforts netted some $5,000 
toward the sign project. She also believes 
the CJCA has the reserves to provide 
an additional $3,000. That means 
additional fundraising will be needed.  

If you would like to help with the 
fundraising, please contact Darla Cable 
at darlacmd@yahoo.com or Susan Shipp 
at jsjshipp3@verizon.net.

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
In the current hot housing market, home buyers need to be ready to compete 
for the limited number of available homes. The following techniques can help:

1. Choose a professional real estate agent with knowledge of the market 
and neighborhoods of interest.

2. Choose a lender with a reputation for closing loans on time.
3. Have your earnest money deposit and down payment funds in an 

accessible account.
4. Be ready to see a property and make an offer quickly.
5. Do a "pre-offer" inspection or an "information only" inspection.
6. Offer flexible closing terms - settle quickly, delay closing, or offer free 

rent-back to sellers after closing.
7. Consider an escalation clause if competing against other buyers but set 

a limit so you don't pay more than you can afford.
8. Consider listings that have been on the market for 30+ days. Other 

buyers may be missing a good property by only going after brand new 
listings.

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 
invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com
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LOCAL NATURE

THE TREE WITH THE FRINGE ON THE TOP
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

A glorious benefit of living in the 
tropics is the wide variety of trees 
and vines that delight the eye with 

explosions of vivid blossoms. Often these 
large showy flowers, designed to attract 
bees and other pollinators, cover all the 
branches or stems. Even the names of these 
trees are suggestive or mysterious: Golden 
rain tree, Golden Trumpet, Yellow Bells, 
Flamboyant, Flame of the Forest, African 
Tulip, Jacaranda, Coral Bean, Rosy Trumpet. 
These trees and their displays are even more 
spectacular when the flowers precede the 
flush of new leaves. In contrast, it is rare 
to find native trees in the temperate zone 
covered by clouds of flowers in the spring. 
For sure, there are the ornamental cherries at 
the Tidal Basin or planted in Kenwood, but 
those are imports. There is the ubiquitous 
redbud, but its flowers are tiny compared to 
the African Sausage tree. Trumpet creeper is 
an aggressive native climber and that counts, 
as does Catalpa. Our best native candidate 
for most spectacular flowering tree, however, 
is the White fringe tree, also known as the 
Virginia fringe tree.

That species grows very well in our area but 
ranges north to New Jersey. There are even 
specimens found in New York City. But its 
stronghold is in the southeast to central 
Florida where every spring, adult fringe trees 

issue forth a seasonal wedding dress of lacy 
white fringy blossoms. Arborists tell us that 
the more sun the fringe tree receives the 
more prolific the flowering. 

When you drive by one in a car it is as if the 
wedding dress is suspended five feet above 
the ground minus only the bride. The four 
white petals of the blossoms are unusual in 
how thin they are. Masses of them, though, 
cover the crown of the tree before the tree 
fully leafs out in May. Male and female 
flowers typically occur on separate trees 
but sometimes on the same tree. On female 
trees, a bright blue fruit appears in the late 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

summer or early fall and is devoured by the 
American robin. 

The fringe tree is a member of the olive 
family, with its characteristic four petals and 
opposite leaves, and the fruit is somewhat 
reminiscent of a blue olive. More familiar 
to us are green ash and white ash, which are 
also members of the olive family. And herein 
lurks a small concern. In the western part of 
its range, the fringe tree seems to be affected 
by the Emerald Ash Borer, a non-native 
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jewel beetle from Asia that is finishing off our ash trees but so far 
has left the fringe trees alone. Experiments are underway with 
the introduction of a parasitic wasp from Russia that controls 
ash borer. The wasp burrows into the tree and lays its eggs on the 
ash borer larvae, killing them as its own wasp larvae feed on the 
host. 

The fringe tree is a little-known wonder, and in my opinion 
not planted enough. I see so many vacant (only grass front 
lawns) lots in our neighborhood, in full sun, where a well-
placed Virginia fringe tree would bring decades of joy and 
an appreciative warble from the robins in the neighborhood. 
Do you want to beautify Cabin John? Easy, plant Chionanthes 
virginicus and amaze your neighbors.

FRINGE TREE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

VN
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THE PANDEMIC DID NOT STOP THESE GRADUATES
 
Congratulations to all these Cabin Johners who persevered during this incredibly challenging year 
and earned their diplomas and degrees! The community applauds your efforts and wishes you much 
success with much less stress as you pursue your next endeavors. 

Olivia Berson 
graduated from Skidmore 
College with a BA in 
Environmental Studies. She 
will be pursuing a master’s 
degree in Environmental 
Resources and Policy 
at George Washington 
University in the fall.

MARK BLITZ 
of Wishbone Terrace, 
graduated from Walt Whitman 
High School and will attend 
Tufts University, with plans 
to study music and music 
engineering. Marc participated 
in robotics, jazz band, drum 
line, and the Shakespeare club.

Delaney Corcoran 
of Macarthur Blvd., graduated 
from Georgetown University 
with a BA in Political Economy 
and Spanish. Delaney has 
been working full time since 
January as deputy press 
secretary for VA gubernatorial 
candidate Jennifer McClellan.

Julia Federing 
of 77th St., graduated from 
Whitman and will be heading 
to Emerson College this fall.

Mia Friedman 
of Little Leigh Ct., another 
Whitman grad, will be 
attending the Ross School of 
Business at the University of 
Michigan.

Cecília Gonçalves de Azeredo
of Wishbone Terrace, 
graduated from Whitman. She 
plans to major in filmmaking 
and minor in Latin American 
studies at Sarah Lawrence 
College. She loves hiking, 
Dungeons & Dragons, and is 
also an illustrator. 

Constance Griggs 
who grew up on 78th St., 
received her Bachelor of 
Science in Early Childhood 
Education-Special Education 
from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

Ellie Harris 
of 75th Pl., graduated magna 
cum laude from Dickinson 
College, with a double major 
in International Studies and 
French, and a minor in Arabic. 
She will return to France 
in October as a teaching 
assistant in the TAPIF
program at a school in 
Grenoble. 

Spencer Hawke 
of Caraway Street, graduated 
from Washington University 
in St. Louis where he majored 
in finance and minored in 
business analytics. 

"I am very grateful and proud to 
have finished college in a tough 
year. I couldn't have done it 
without everyone who supported 
me along the way."

         ⎯DELANEY CORCORAN

Jack Berson 
of MacArthur Blvd., 
graduated from 
Georgetown University 
Phi Beta Kappa, Summa 
Cum Laude with a B.A. in 
Justice and Peace Studies. 
He plans to work in 
international development 
and education.

Jack Ellert-Beck 
of 79th St., graduated from 

Williams College, where 

he majored in math and 

computer science. He will 

be working in New York 

City in the fall.
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Carter Hughes 
of Woodrow Pl., graduated 
from James Madison 
University with a degree in 
business management.

Annelise Kotz 
of 79th St., graduated from 
Colgate University, where 
she played on the lacrosse 
team. She earned a BA in 
Environmental Science. She 
will be working for Bozzuto, 
a diversified real estate 
company in Washington, DC.

Sara Lapidus
of Cabin Rd., graduated 
from Whitman where she 
ran on the varsity cross 
country team. She will attend 
Washington University in 
St. Louis and plans to study 
neuroscience.

Lennon Jackson Lewis  
of MacArthur Blvd., graduated 
magna cum laude from 
Washington University in St 
Louis. Lennon is a Cabin John 
native, and he begins work 
with Moelis & Company in 
New York City this July.

Matthew Libre 
of Tomlinson Ave., 
graduated from Dartmouth 
College with a degree in 
history. He will be doing 
healthcare consulting in 
Boston starting in the fall. He 
hopes to apply to medical 
school in a couple years.

Emma McDonald 
of 81st St., graduated from 
Holton-Arms School. She 
will attend George Mason 
University where she will 
study environmental science 
and dive on the Swim & Dive 
team.

Camila Monter 
from 83rd Pl., graduated cum 
laude from Maret School and 
is excited to attend Cornell 
University. She plans to study 
environmental engineering 
and is looking forward to 
joining the hiking club and 
chorale ensemble.

Liam Pearce 
a CJ native who grew up on 
Little Leigh Court, graduated 
from Bucknell University 
with a degree in mechanical 
engineering. While at 
Bucknell, Liam rowed crew 
and led the Bucknell First 
Year Orientation program.

Gavin Peters 
of 80th St., graduated from 
Whitman and plans to attend 
the College of Charleston 
Honors College studying 
marine biology.

Eli Putnam 
of 81st St., another Whitman 
grad, will be attending 
Davidson College, where he 
will study psychology and 
play baseball

Ethan Putnam
of 81st Street, graduated from 
the University of Vermont with 
a degree in neuroscience. 
He will begin work in July 
as a research technician at 
Children’s National Hospital 
in Washington, DC.

Nicholas Pyle 
of MacArthur Blvd., another 
Whitman grad, will attend the 
transportation design program at 
the College for Creative Studies 
in Detroit, MI. The picture is of his 
clay car model he designed during 
a summer program at the school. 
Nicholas has been car focused 
since he started at Bannockburn 
Elementary and is excited to 
pursue his dreams.

Alex Ratliff  
of 81st St., graduated from 
the University of Maryland's 
A. James Clark School of 
Engineering with a BS in 
Mechanical Engineering and 
a minor in general business. 
He also was a College Park 
Scholar in the Science, 
Technology, and Society 
program.

Lily Robinson 
of Archbold Terrace, 
graduated from Whitman 
and will be attending the 
University of Edinburgh in 
Scotland.

Alera Rose Shtasel-Kretz 
a Whitman graduate who 
grew up on 81st St., will 
attend Tulane University in 
the fall.
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Zayaan Siddique 
of Seven Locks Rd., another 
Whitman grad, will be starting 
at University of Maryland, 
College Park this fall.

Lauren Somerville
of Ericsson Rd., graduated 
from the University of Ottawa 
with an Honors Bachelor of 
International Studies and 
Modern Languages in the 
French immersion program.

Evan Steiner
of 83rd Pl., graduated 
from Whitman and will be 
attending the University of 
Colorado at Boulder.

Leo Suber
of 79th Street, a Whitman 
grad, is heading to College 
Park to study computer 
science at the University of 
Maryland.

Aaron Wechsler 
of Wishbone Terrace, 
graduated from Whitman 
and will be attending the 
University of Colorado. 

2021 GRADS 
             cont. from pg 9 

"While I am sad to be leaving my family and friends, I am 
very excited to attend college, and hope that I can make 
a difference in my field of study. My dream is to help save 
sharks and make an appearance on Discovery’s Shark 
Week one day. Watch for me!"

⎯GAVIN PETERS



11 June 2021 ⏐ The Village News

Let’s Dish! is a new column where 

neighbors share their favorite weeknight 

or secret family recipes, and everything 

in between! Neighbors are encouraged 

to share the history behind the recipe 

or any tips or tricks you might have for 

the chef. Please send your recipes to 

LetsDishCJ@gmail.com for possible 

publication in an upcoming issue. 

Let's Dish
BY KATHERINE GOODFELLOW
Regular Contributor

This month’s recipe comes courtesy of 
Kathleen Black of 75th St. Like many of 
us, Kathleen cooked her way through the 
summer of 2020, and she came across this 
recipe in the process. According to Kathleen, 
the magic of this recipe is in the roasting 
of the strawberries which concentrates the 
flavors. This recipe comes just in time for 
strawberry season and the hot summer days!

ROASTED STRAWBERRY SHERBET

Ingredients
4 cups (~1 pound) strawberries, hulled and halved/quartered

1 cup sugar 

½ vanilla bean, split lengthwise

1.5 cups buttermilk (preferably whole milk)

1/3 cup sour cream or Greek yogurt

Kosher salt

Instructions

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. 
2. Combine sugar and strawberries. Scrape in seeds from vanilla bean and add pod. Toss 
to combine.
3. Pour strawberry mixture into a 13x9 glass pan and roast for 15-20 minutes, stirring 
occasionally, until juices are bubbly.
4. Remove pan from oven and let mixture cool. Discard vanilla pod.
5. Puree berries, buttermilk, sour cream (or yogurt), and a pinch of salt in a blender 
until smooth. 
6. Add mixture to ice cream processor, ice cream “ball,” or a plastic bag. If using the 
latter two, shake frequently to break up ice crystals. 
7. Transfer to an airtight container and freeze until ready to serve.

Enjoy!

VN
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EARTH MEDICINE

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

BY SARAH CAHILL
Regular Contributor

Lucky Clover

My five-year-old grandson and I 
were walking through the yard 
recently. Suddenly he dropped to 

his knees and exclaimed, “Nana, I think I 
found a four-leaf clover!”

As children most of us established a bond 
with clover, along with many of the other 
so-called “weeds.” Seeing them as friends. I 
still remember kneeling in the grass patiently 
searching on a summer day. One pointed 
concentration. A type of meditation. Even to 
this day, if you find yourself surrounded by 
clover, don’t you find your eyes scanning?

There are over 300 varieties of clover. The 
most common found in our lawns is the 
small white flowered clover, though not 
exceptionally medicinal for us, they are 
a bounty for the earth! Allowing clover 

makes the grass around it more drought 
tolerant, adds nutrients to the soil, fights 
pests, and keeps the lawn greener longer. 
The honeybees love them. Prior to the 1950s, 
clover was a welcome addition to grass seed, 
but then herbicide companies convinced us 
otherwise. We are so easily swayed…

Then there is her taller cousin red clover, 
with her bright pink blossoms, who heals 
both earth and us! Her flowers are a top 

anti-cancer herb when used in infusions. As 
an ally for women, she is a cherished fertility 
herb for those preparing to start a family; 
she reduces PMS through adulthood; and, 
at the other end of the cycle, I am personally 
grateful for her help in taming my hot 
flashes.  

Three leaves or four, clover brings us good 
fortune wherever she goes! VN

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

The common white clover (left) is a favorite of honeybees. Red clover (right) has pink 
blossoms that are medicinal, especially for women.
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Greg Pawlson: A Decade Advocating For Cabin John

VN

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

If you enjoy walking the path alongside 
MacArthur Blvd. or are grateful for the 
numerous Ride On bus stops in Cabin 

John, you have Greg Pawlson to thank. 
Greg has been serving as a vice president of 
the Cabin John Citizens Association since 
2012 when Burr recruited him to work on 
protecting the community’s interests as the 
county built the bike path along MacArthur 
Blvd. 

In addition to the path and the relocation 
of Ride On bus stops, Greg has been 
instrumental in dealing with the cut-through 
traffic issue and advocating for more CJ 
crosswalks. Currently he is leading the CJCA 
effort to install a Cabin John sign that honors 
our historic community. Even before he 
signed up for advocacy work, Greg and his 
wife Jean were regular volunteers at Cabin 
John events. I am personally grateful for the 

numerous times they have stepped up to 
help ensure the success of a CJCA activity. 

After all these years of dedicated service, 
Greg is retiring from the CJCA. But he is 
far from retired. He is a life transitions and 
executive coach. He also teaches at Mount 
Sinai Hospital in their Department of 
Geriatrics. 

Greg and Jean moved from a house in 
Bethesda to Cabin John 20 years ago, 
although it was not their intention at the 
time. Through a realtor friend they went 
to see a house on Tomlinson Terrace for 
inspiration on planned renovations to their 
home near Whitman High School. But 
after one look, they ended up buying the CJ 
house. 

When they are not in Cabin John, they may 
be found enjoying their lake house on Lake 
Anna in Virginia, visiting their four children 

and five grandchildren, or jetting off to some 
exotic locale as travel is a passion Greg and 
Jean share. 

On behalf of the community, the CJCA 
thanks them for all of their service to the 
community over the years. 

Greg Pawlson and his wife, Jean 
Johnson, volunteer at a Cabin John 
Holiday Party. 
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MOSES CEMETERY AND HALL PLACED ON MOST ENDANGERED 
HISTORIC PLACES LIST
BY CHARLOTTE TROUP LEIGHTON
CJCA Vice President for Advocacy

Cabin John’s rich history was 
recognized at the national level this 
month when the National Trust 

for Historic Preservation announced their 
selection of the Morningstar Tabernacle No. 
88 Order of Moses Cemetery and Hall site 
as one of America’s 11 Most Endangered 
Historic Places of 2021. 

“Saving the Morningstar Moses Cemetery 
and Hall site is how we make good on 
promises to expand our infrastructure in an 
equitable way without further destruction 
of communities of color,” said Katherine 
Malone-France, Chief Preservation Officer, 
National Trust for Historic Preservation on 
announcing the list June 3. 

In referencing the original Beltway 
construction in the 1960s, Malone-France 
went on to note that “past disregard for 
the heritage of the community of Gibson 
Grove in transportation projects has already 
resulted in the loss of an important part of 
our full American story. This endangered 
listing challenges us to do the right thing 
today as we expand our infrastructure, so 
there will be no additional wrong to correct 
in the future, and it also calls attention to the 
threats facing African American cemeteries 
across the country.” 

Friends of Moses Hall, a coalition of 
neighbors, descendants, and others 
experienced in archaeology, genealogy, 
historic preservation, research, and advocacy 
have been working tirelessly to lead the 
effort to save this Cabin John treasure by 
advocating that any Beltway expansion avoid 

the cemetery and by working to preserve the 
site. Having the property recognized at the 
national level brings critical attention to this 
irreplaceable site and further supports these 
efforts. 

On May 12, the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) announced a new 
scaled-back version of its Beltway expansion 
plan. The new recommended preferred 
alternative (RPA) focuses solely on “building 
a new American Legion Bridge and 
delivering two high occupancy toll (HOT) 
managed lanes in each direction on Phase 
1 South: American Legion Bridge I-270 to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

I-370 with no action at this time on I-495 
east of the I-270 eastern spur,” according to 
MDOT. 

The new RPA will be the focus of a 
Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement anticipated to be published in 
September. The Supplemental DEIS will 
trigger a 45-day period for public comment, 
including a public hearing. 

The new RPA also has led to changes in 
the timeline for the National Historic 
Preservation Act Section 106 process for the 
project. Friends of Moses Hall, the CJCA, 

The Friends of Moses Hall leadership includes Cabin John residents Austin White (third from 
right) and Charlotte Troup Leighton (far right). 
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PPAATTRRIICCIIAA  AAMMMMEERRMMAANN  

YYoouurr  CCaabbiinn  JJoohhnn  RReeaallttoorr    
CCeellll  330011--778877--88998899    

OOffffiiccee  330011--222299--44000000  EExxtt  88330066  

TToopp  PPrroodduucceerr  
LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMDD,,  DDCC  &&  VVAA    

FFlluueenntt  iinn    
EEnngglliisshh  aanndd  SSppaanniisshh  

  
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

CCaallll  PPAATTRRIICCIIAA,,  aann  aaggeenntt  wwhhoo  iiss  HHIIGGHHLLYY        
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD  iinn  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  aanndd  TTHHEE      

GGAARRDDEENNSS,,  iitt’’ss  AAmmeenniittiieess,,  PPaarrkkss,,  aanndd  eevveerryy--
tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  ssoo  ssppeecciiaall..      

  
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD,,  PPAASSSSIIOONNAATTEE,,  IINNTTEEGGRRIITTYY,,  

SSKKIILLLLEEDD  NNEEGGOOTTIIAATTOORR!!  

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
6526 75th St. $835,000 3 3.1   1 2,752 

UNDER CONTRACT:
7630 Tomlinson Av. #L16 $339,000 2 1   0    846
7821 Archbold Ter. $529,998 3 1/1   0 1,458
14 McKay Cir. $780,000 4 2/1   1 2,048
6420 Wishbone Ter. $835,000 4 3/1   2 2,453
6704 Tomlinson Ter. $1,299,000 4 3/1   2 3,489

SOLD:
7630 Tomlinson Av. #11 $369,000 3 1   0 1,038
6461 Wishbone Ter. $1,100,000 4 3/1     2 2,227
6502 76th St. $1,500,000 4 4   2 3,800
8211 Caraway St. $1,500,000 4 4   0 4,305
6527 79th St. $1,510,000 4 3/1   3 3,775
6515 80th St. $1,550,000 6 5/1   2 5,778
6511 81st St.  $2,000,000 6 5/1   2 5,115

MAY - JUNE 2021

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your expert Cabin John realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes
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www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320-2530 

 

  
PPrroovviiddiinngg  GGrreeaatt  FFoooodd  &&  

  GGrreeaatt  CCoommmmuunniittyy  ffoorr  4455  yyeeaarrss          eennjjooyy  
NNaattuurraall  &&  GGoouurrmmeett  GGrroocceerriieess  
GGrreeaatt  WWiinnee  &&  BBeeeerr  SSeelleeccttiioonn  

FFrreesshh  PPrroodduuccee    550000++BBuullkk  IItteemmss  
DDeeccaaddeenntt  CChheeeessee  &&  CChhaarrccuutteerriiee  

FFiirreehhooookk    FFrreesshh  BBaagguueettttee    WWhhiisskkeedd  
CCaarrddss  CCaannddlleess  GGiiffttss  GGaalloorree  

MOSES HALL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

and other consulting parties have been 
told by the State Highway Administration 
(SHA) that they will update the limits of 
construction and development disturbance 
to reflect the new RPA as well as to include 
design minimization efforts on the historic 
Gibson Grove Church and Moses Cemetery 
and Hall properties. 

The state’s latest archaeological report on 
the cemetery site was released on May 25 
and acknowledges that there is evidence 
of burials within or adjacent to the 
current Beltway right-of-way, warranting 
additional archaeological investigations and 
the incorporation of mitigation options, 

including the relocation of remains. 

Advocacy efforts by Friends of Moses Hall 
are not limited to saving the cemetery from 
ground disturbances at the site. The group 
believes the state is giving short shrift to 
environmental impacts and past racial 
injustice. This is an ongoing effort that will 
call on the SHA to right past wrongs. 

One very positive step for the community is 
the collective push from consulting parties 
and Montgomery County Planning for a 
pedestrian connection between the historic 
Gibson Grove Church building and the 
Moses Cemetery and Hall site. SHA has 

Home is
where the heart is.
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From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

agreed to include a new sidewalk between 
the two resources as well as a widened path 
on the east side of Seven Locks, within the 
state right-of-way. Seven Locks is a county 
road, so any improvements outside the 
state right-of-way are the responsibility of 
Montgomery County. 

All of this is part of a broader effort to renew 
the physical connection between these 
historic properties. Perhaps a Gibson Grove 
Community historic district designation 
could be a reality one day? VN
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FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

In celebration of the announcement 
by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, the Friends of Moses 

Hall threw an impromptu party June 6 to 
thank the Cabin John community for its 
stewardship of the Morningstar Moses 
Cemetery and Hall through the years.  

It was a lovely event with live music, 
delicious food, and cold beverages. 
Attendees also had a chance to walk around 
the cemetery and see first-hand the ongoing 
challenge of keeping the property from 
being overrun by bamboo, weeds, and other 
underbrush.

The following day, Montgomery County 
Planning Board Vice Chair Natali Fani-

Friends of Moses Hall Thanks the CJ Community and County Officials

Gonzalez and other senior officials from the 
Montgomery County Planning toured the 
property. They were joined by State Delegate 
Sara Love. The planning department has 

Diane Baxter, a descendant of James 
Coates who is buried in the cemetery, talks 
with Cabin Johners Marcy Harrison and 
Molly Carr. 
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Friends of Moses Hall members with 
county officials.

VN

been very supportive of the ongoing Moses 
Cemetery and Hall preservation efforts.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
vneditorial@gmail.com.  

WELCOME NEW 
NEIGHBORS!
SARAH HEIDEMA and NATHAN 
CANESTARO moved to 81st St. from Logan 
Circle in DC. They have two little boys, 
Henry (3 years) and Zachary (aka ZZ who 
is 22 months), and a cat Tao. They are all 
avid hikers. Nathan writes books in his spare 
time and Sarah paddle boards and enjoys 
gardening and bird watching.

Cabin Johners 12 and Up Now Eligible for 
Covid Vaccine
COVID-19 vaccines are 
now widely available 
throughout our area. 
As of June 10, 1,042 
Cabin Johners were fully 
vaccinated and 1,162 CJ 
residents had received at 
least one dose, according 
to the Maryland state 
website, coronavirus.
maryland.gov.  

Based on a population figure of 2,019, 
that puts the fully vaccinated at close to 
52 percent of the CJ population, while 
roughly 58 percent have received one dose. 
It is important to note that the website 
appears to use total population, which 
includes residents under the eligible age for 
vaccination. 

To encourage residents to 
get vaccinated, the state 
of Maryland, through 
the Maryland lottery,  is 
giving away a total of $2 
million to vaccinated 
Marylanders. From May 
25 to July 3, one vaccinated 
person age 18 and over 
will win $40,000. On July 

4th, one winner receives a $400,000 prize. 
Any Maryland resident who gets the vaccine 
is automatically enrolled in the VaxCash 
promotion. Visit vaccines.gov to find a 
convenient location to schedule your shot.

If you’d like assistance with the vaccination 
process, Neighbor 2 Neighbor is ready to 
help. They can be reached at 301-799-4550 
or by email at 4chn2n@gmail.com.

POEMS FOR PASSERSBY
BY MEREDITH GRIGGS
CJCA Secretary

A new addition to upper 78th St. is a 
poetry post. Like the little libraries 
that can be found around Cabin 

John, the poetry post is meant for the 
community—to encourage walkers, bikers, 
strollers, and flâneurs of all kinds to slow 
down and stop a moment to savor the words. 
To think new thoughts or consider old 
thoughts in new ways.

The poems, by recognized poets, will change 
frequently. Odes, sonnets, pastorals, vil-
lanelles; poems for joy, for mourning, for 
kids, and for the old, for summer, for winter. 
And maybe for foxes too.

Some you will like and some you won’t, but 
the hope is that each reaction will provoke 
discussion—or simply wonder. VN

VN
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

CHILD CARE. Licensed 
Family Day Care since 1991. 
References available. Call 
Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 
computer and electronic 
services to area residents. 
Services include maintenance, 
repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, 
new PC setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more 
about our services email 
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202.841.0873.

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.
Many neighborhood 
references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you 
and your furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact 
Business Manger at VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”
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4

PARADE AND CELEBRATION

9:30 AM ⎯ PRE-PARADE BIKE/ 
STROLLER DECORATING
79th St. and MacArthur Blvd.

10:00 AM ⎯ PARADE STARTS
79th St. and MacArthur Blvd.

10:20 AM ⎯ JULY 4 FESTIVITIES
Community Center Playground
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WE CELEBRATE CJ'S 2021 GRADUATES 
(See pg. 8)

Anna McGuire 
graduated magna cum laude from 
Davidson College with a BA in 
Political Science and a minor in 
history. She was station manager of 
WALT1610 at Davidson and hosted a 
weekly radio show called “The One 
Lane Bridge.” She plans to intern at 
Eat the Change in Bethesda.

IT’S A TRIFECTA OF GRADUATES AT THE MCGUIRE 
HOUSEHOLD ON 81ST STREET. 

Twins Jack and Grace McGuire, 
graduated from Whitman and 
will be attending Middlebury 
College and Davidson College 
respectively.


