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Pandemic Does Not 
Lock Down Cabin 
John Real Estate

The State Highway Administration 
started to clear bamboo in mid-
January at the Morningstar Moses 

Hall & Cemetery site as part of additional 
field investigations required under the 
environmental review process tied to Gov. 
Hogan’s Beltway expansion plans. 

But even though the final environmental 
impact statement is not expected until the 
fall, on Jan. 27 Maryland highway officials 
announced their pick for a plan to expand 
I-495 and I-270 that would add four 
toll lanes to each roadway. As currently 
envisioned, the plan also would include a 
managed lane flyover access ramp at River 

MOSES HALL FIELDWORK UNDERWAY 
AS STATE MOVES FORWARD WITH 
BELTWAY PLANS
BY CHARLOTTE TROUP LEIGHTON
CJCA Vice President for Advocacy

This past spring, as many industries 
were upended due to the pandemic, 
the real estate market was no 

exception. Uncertainty loomed in Cabin 
John and across the country as realtors 
and prospective buyers and sellers tried to 
anticipate what the future held. 

Pre-pandemic, the expectation was flat to 
moderate growth in local home prices as 
interest rates have remained low, said local 
realtor Eric Brooks. Then the pandemic hit 
causing an immediate chill on real estate 
activity. “Buyers and sellers evaporated for 
about two to three months while everyone 
figured out the next move,” he added.

But as the pandemic dragged on, demand 
for suburban homes started to heat up. Local 
realtor Rachelle Cherol of Longridge Court 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Road that would cross Seven Locks Rd. and 
encroach on the Moses Hall property. 

Furthermore, the Maryland Department 
of Transportation expects to choose 
a predevelopment contractor for the 
multibillion-dollar project this month. While 
it’s still too early to know what these choices 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

ZOOM MEETING:  

 FEBRUARY 24
 7:30 PM
 Hosted by the CJCA

To provide an update on the state’s 
Beltway expansion plans and all the 
work going into to preserving the 
Moses Hall property.

New Little Library

There is a new CJ library 
in front of 7817 Tomlinson 
Ave., the home of Nancy 
and Jim Shaw. The Shaws 

built the library in 
December and have 
stocked it with fiction 
and nonfiction books 
for adults and children. 
They urge you to 
check it out! 
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Marcy Harrison: Retired but 
Not Retiring

Longtime CJ volunteer 
Marcy Harrison of 
Cypress Grove Lane 

took on the role of CJCA vice 
president of communications 
and editor of the 2021 Cabin 
John Directory in late 2019. 
Now that the directory project is 
just about wrapped up—look for 
your directory in the mail this 
March — Marcy is adding to her 
Cabin John volunteer duties.

As of February, Marcy is the 
business manager for The Village 
News. In that role, Marcy will be 
managing all of the newsletter's 
display and classified 
advertising, subscriptions, and 
the master mailing list. 

Marcy will also continue to 
serve as a CJCA vice president 
of communications, focusing 
on maintaining directory listing 
information and helping with 
the Cabin John website. 

The Cabin John Citizens 
Association would love to 
add a second vice president of 
communications. This volunteer 
would be responsible for 
publicizing CJCA events and 
other activities in the newsletter 
and on the CJCA listserv. 

Anyone interested in learning 
more about this position is 
urged to contact CJCA President 
Susan Shipp at jsjshipp3@
verizon.net

The Village News recently 
interviewed Marcy about her 
new role and life in general.

Since we last interviewed 
you in late 2019, you 
retired from your job in the 

Marcy Harrison enjoys some leisure 
time crabbing with her family.

healthcare industry. How is 
that going?

I love, love, love it! Every day is 
a Saturday! I get great joy from 
little things that are new for me 
now—like how much easier it is 
to do errands during the week 
when there are few people out. 
I have the time to reconnect 
with friends, and to pursue 
new learning on miscellaneous 
topics.

I have always wanted to assume 
more volunteer service roles, 
such as the CJCA business 
manager, and to be more 
available to help out with 
our three daughters and our 
grandkids. Now I can. My 
youngest daughter is taking 
full advantage of my newly 
available time to help her plan 
her October wedding. I have 
not yet started all the home 
organization projects that 
are waiting for me, but I have 
been able to take up some new 
hobbies.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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found buyers less interested in downtown 
Bethesda or popular DC neighborhoods. 
“Homes with separate rooms or areas where 
several family members could work/study 
and a yard for outdoor activities suddenly 
became more important than proximity to 
the metro or restaurants and entertainment,” 
she noted. 

Close to nature but still near the city, Cabin 
John has always drawn homebuyers who 
enjoy the outdoors but also want to be near 
the city. “There continues to be a push from 
buyers looking for what is inherently in 
Cabin John ⎯ detached homes with lawns, 
good outdoor space, and access to park 
lands,” Brooks said.

At the same time, would-be sellers in the 
area are waiting for the pandemic to ease 
before putting their homes on the market. 
The smaller housing inventory combined 
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with low interest rates and strong demand, 
has created a seller’s market.

As a consequence of the pandemic, 
home values have increased. This is true 
“throughout the region due to the lack of 
inventory, multiple offers, and, in many 
instances, the removal of contingencies 
such as appraisals, home inspections, etc.” 
said realtor Patricia Ammerman, adding 
that buyers are also more willing to take on 
renovations rather than only look at move-in 
ready homes. 

Prices definitely are up 
in Cabin John. In 2019, 
there were 26 homes 
sold with an average 
price of $932,871, 
according to realtor 
Patty Sieber. In 2020, 
only 19 homes sold 
including the few that 
closed in January 2021, 
but the average price 
rose some $50,000 to 
$983,684.

While it’s impossible to know what the real 
estate market will look like post-pandemic, 
local realtors agree that Cabin John should 
do well. Cabin John’s desirable location, 
said Cherol, “close to major transportation 
routes, well-regarded schools, proximity to 
DC, easy access to the C&O Canal, and the 
popular shopping center with restaurants, 
food markets, and services all make it an 
unbeatable place to live.”
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Cabin John Goes to the Dogs, Cats and Rabbits During Pandemic

Like the rest of the country, the pandemic 
has prompted residents of Cabin John to 
adopt dogs, cats, and other pets. Here are 
some of the furry friends that have joined 
families in the neighborhood over the past 
year.

BY LORETTA DEVERY INGALLS
Village News Content Editor

In July, goldendoodle Ellie joined mom 
Maybe and the Cohen/Liebman family 
of 79th Pl. and enjoys playing with all her 
neighborhood puppy pals.

Degie, a goldendoodle, joined 
Amy Ross and Bob Wilkoff 
on Macarthur Blvd. in August 
when he was three months old. 
He is very goofy and is amazed 
by how many of his long-lost 
“doodle” cousins also live in 
the neighborhood. One indi-
vidual not so happy that he’s 
joined their household is Ms. T, 
a very spoiled 10-year-old cat.

Seventy-fifth Place is also 
the new home of Maise, a 
rescue pup from Louisiana 
adopted by the Harris family 
in late December after being 
fostered by the Holland family 
of 79th Place. Foster mom Jill 
brings her dog Dexter for the 
occasional visit with Maise and 
mom Helen.

The Thomas family of 
Cabin Rd. adopted two 
rescue bunnies (sisters!) 
in June from the House 
Rabbit Society. Their 
names are Tia Tofu and 
Gigi.

Buster joined the Gibbons family on 75th 
Pl. and is curled up in his fur beanbag, one 
of many favorite pandemic nap spots.
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O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Andy, Meredith, Tenley, and 
Phoebe Fishburn of Tomlinson 
Terr. adopted Boxer puppy 
Taffy in April. Taffy has a lot of 
energy, so she is out and about 
on at least three walks a day. 
She says "woof woof" to all her 
new doggie friends.

Marlene Beckman and Ken Speckler 
of 79th St. welcomed a new “grand 
pup,” Stella. Their daughter had been 
fostering puppies for Lucky Dog 
Animal Rescue prior to the pandemic, 
and her four previous rescue pups 
were immediately adopted. She met 
Stella and knew she was “the one.” 
The two of them live in Vienna, VA.

On 83rd Place, the Patt-Corner 
family’s six-year-old pup Julian 
had become lonely during the 
pandemic, so they adopted 
nine-month-old rescue Aussie, 
Koda, through SOHO Dog 
Rescue, which saves herding 
dogs and mixes. They became 
fast friends. Koda is a delight!

Rocky was adopted by Tom 
Wilmarth of 75th Pl. in June 
2020 when he was eight 
weeks old. He and Tom split 
their time between Cabin John 
and Arizona.

Harry is a six-month-old 
coonhound adopted in 
November by the Shirzad 
family of Seven Locks Rd. He 
is an energetic and playful 
puppy, and they feel very lucky 
for him to be part of their family. 

Diane Dompka of MacArthur 
Blvd. adopted pandemic 
sidekick LuLu on March 20 
from the Humane Rescue 
Alliance. She has been the best 
stay-at-home pal one could 
wish for. She looks and acts like 
Diane’s former pet LuLu.
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LOCAL NATURE
Building a Backyard Wilderness II:  A Trio of Glorious 
Native Shrubs

BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

A walk along the lower trail bordering 
Cabin John Creek requires a bit 
of boulder hopping. A relatively 

flat path gives way in a certain section to a 
world of jutting rocks, exposed roots, and 
low-growing trees—the most enchanted part 
of our local forest. The boulders are often 
topped by Polypody ferns, also known as 
rock cap ferns for their penchant to grow 
in depressions on rocks. If you stumble on 
a root and reach for a nearby shrub to keep 
your balance, more likely than not, you 
would be grasping the leathery evergreen 
leaves of the mountain laurel or a broom-
like branch of witch hazel. And if you did 
fall, you might find yourself lying prone 
next to mapleleaf viburnum. These three 
shrubs—mountain laurel, witch hazel, and 
mapleleaf viburnum—are among the most 
common in the wildest reach by the creek, 
but only where the geology underlying the 
path beneath your feet is different from the 
rest of the trail. 

An expert on the flora of the Great Smoky 
Mountains, the botanist Dan Pittillo, once 
shared this insight with me while on a nature 
hike: “If you want to be a botanist, become a 

geologist.” It turns out that this puzzling 
piece of advice makes more sense the 
longer you spend in nature looking 
at plants. If you know the underlying 
geology and soils of an area, you can 
often predict the plants and plant 
communities to be found there. A 
lot of plants, especially the more 
rare ones, prefer, or are limited to, a 
distinct substrate where they compete 
best for resources. And where the 
boulders composed of schist and gneiss—
two common coarse-grained metamorphic 
rocks—create an obstacle course along the 
creek, the rarest plants along the Potomac 
grow: crane fly orchid, Adam-and-Eve 
orchid, rattlesnake plantain orchid, hepatica, 
and spotted wintergreen. And shading them 
from above is that trio of shrubs worthy of 
our attention as ecologists and a place in our 
gardens as restorationists. Fortunately for 
us, while all three of these plants are most 
common in the rocky stretches, they are easy 
to grow in the flat smooth soils of backyard 
Cabin John.  

Mountain laurel is typically a plant of 
the mountains and the state flower of 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania. For anyone 
who has hiked or driven along the slopes of 
Sugarloaf Mountain near Comus, Maryland 
in early May, the magnificent white or pink 
blossoms of mountain laurel greet you. So to 
see so much mountain laurel in the lowland 
forests around us is a botanical treat. It is 
likely the distinct geologic conditions of 
those schist and gneiss outcrops that allow 
the shrub to grow at this lower elevation. 
The abundant flowers attract the interest 
of native bumblebees and the fragrance of 
the blossoms has been compared to that 
of grape bubble gum (that was meant as a 
compliment by a gum chewing botanist). 
The mountain laurel is in the same family 
as Rhododendron (in Latin, the rose trees). 
If you’re thinking of planting in your flower 
bed some rose bushes this year, please 
reconsider. Roses attract no native insects. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Mountain laurel does, it is much lovelier, 
can grow in partial shade, is evergreen, and 
so much easier to care for, requiring no 
pesticides like fragile roses typically do. 

Witch hazel, you probably know, is famous 
for its exceptional properties as a natural 
astringent. We covered this shrub in a 
previous column in the November 2015 
issue because it has a remarkable behavior 
not seen in almost any other plant: it flowers 
in winter (only the native witch hazel does 
this—the imported Chinese or Japanese 
witch hazel flowers in spring). What better 
way to add mystery and diversity to your 
garden than to plant witch hazel? This is 
a marvelous shrub that in late November 
sports bright thin yellow petals that stand 
out against snow and dark grey skies. It is 
pollinated by tough all-weather flies, bees, 
moths, and even beetles that venture out in 
the late fall and early winter. And laying their 
eggs on the witch hazel are the beautiful 
striped hairstreak and harvester butterflies, 
as well as the witches hat aphid.

Mapleleaf viburnum is so named because the 
paired opposite leaves resemble the leaves of 
maples, just like a gardener’s favorite, oakleaf 
viburnum, and has foliage resembling that 
of white oaks. The mapleleaf viburnum 
doesn’t receive the same attention as other 
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BACKYARD WILDERNESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

viburnums, a number of which 
are planted in local gardens 
and are not native. Yet its fall 
fruits attract white-throated 
sparrows, cardinals, and other 
birds. Its delicate white flowers 
are my favorite among the 
viburnums. But the mapleleaf 
viburnum earns a first prize 
among all of our native shrubs: 
most beautiful fall foliage. In 
autumn, the leaves of mapleleaf 
viburnum turn exquisite hues 
from purple to blue or 
magenta. When the 
afternoon sun 
backlights 
this 
viburnum, 
it is one of 
the visual 
pleasures 
of my 
early 
November 
walks along 
the creek. Just 
as the mountain 
laurel can sub for 
rose bushes, the mapleleaf 
viburnum can take the place 
of the invasive burning bush 
planted so frequently in our 
neighborhood. Do the eye test 
from the images on the internet 
for fall foliage and watch your 
preference shift to the native. 

And the runner-up for the most 
beautiful fall foliage? I offer 
witch hazel. Unlike mapleleaf 
viburnum, which is a solid 
purple, witch hazel leaves can 
come in shades of purple, 
yellow, red, or orange, on single 
leaves or all on the same leaf. It 
is a blaze of fall color condensed 
to a single bush.

Set against the cheery evergreen 
foliage of the mountain laurel 
you have several gorgeous native 
shrubs that give pleasure over 
the seasons, require no care 
once planted, and will prosper 
for decades. Better still, you can 
purchase these plants online or 
at local nurseries like Nature by 
Design in Alexandria, where 
I bought most of my native 
plants. And, in this era of 
COVID-19 and home delivery, 

Nature by Design brings 
plants to your door. 

Go to www.
nature-by-

design.com 
to find 
these three 
stalwart 
shrubs and 
virtually 
all of the 

natives 
that I’ll 

write about 
and Trudy will 

illustrate in this year’s 
columns. Late February or 

March is an excellent time to 
put them in 
the ground.

We are lucky to be living so 
close to wilderness. And with 
the addition of these three 
plants, we can bring a parcel 
of wilderness right into our 
yards. 

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

VN
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might mean for Cabin John, the 
Moses Hall property is already 
dealing with a number of issues 
driven by the state’s Beltway 
expansion efforts.  

The Cabin John Citizens 
Association will host a Zoom 
meeting Feb. 24 at 7:30pm to 
provide an update on the state’s 
expansion plans and all the 
work going into preserving the 
Moses Hall property. Please look 
for a CJCA email with the Zoom 
meeting link a few days before 
the meeting. 

Reconstituting Morningstar 
Tabernacle Number 88, Inc.

A critical piece to protecting the 
Moses Hall property has been to 
reestablish an ownership entity. 

In 1885 Cabin John’s African 
American community 
established Morningstar 
Tabernacle No. 88, a local 
branch of the Ancient United 
Order of Brothers and Sisters, 
Sons and Daughters of Moses, 
a black fraternal organization 
created by Peter Paul Brown in 
1868 in Pennsylvania. 

Most of this small community, 
early on known as Gibson 
Grove and later as simply No. 
10, belonged to Morningstar 
88. It built the Moses Hall 
lodge, a two-story structure, 
on land formally conveyed to 
Morningstar Moses 88 by John 
D.W. Moore in 1901. (Earlier in 
1887 George and wife Surilla—
aka Cyrilla—Scott had conveyed 
a portion of their land to 
Morningstar 88 to create a small 
“road” to reach the burial site 
and hall.)

Like other benevolent societies 
in this era, Morningstar 88 

played a critical role in the post-
Emancipation era by providing 
to its members funds in case of 
illness, education to orphans, 
and, uniquely in Montgomery 
County, a burial place for its 
members not requiring specific 
church affiliation. (While most 
of its members were part of 
the local Gibson Grove AME 
Zion Church, there were some 
who belonged to area Baptist 
churches.) Morningstar’s Moses 
Hall was not only used for lodge 
meetings, it also served as a 
social center for the community 
and at times housed the Cabin 
John School for black children.

By the mid-1990s, the need for 
Morningstar 88 dwindled as 
insurance and other services 
became more available to the 
community, but lodge members 
continued to be buried in the 
Morningstar Moses Cemetery 
well into the 1970s. Over time, 
however, Morningstar 88 
became defunct. 

Moses Hall descendants 
and volunteers have worked 
diligently with pro bono counsel 
over the past year to appoint 
substitute trustees to reestablish 
the ownership entity, address 
tax issues, and bring it in 
good standing with the state. 
The three substitute trustees 
are Moses Hall descendant 
Austin E. White of Carver Rd., 
local preservationist Eileen 
McGuckian, and archeologist 
Dr. Alexandra Jones. They will 
work to establish by-laws and 
add trustees while moving 
forward with meaningful 
preservation and advocacy 
efforts for this historic site. 

Ensuring the State’s 
Fieldwork Does No Harm 

Most immediately, this effort 
enabled trustees to appear at the 

Dec. 29 court hearing to request 
that the state’s attorney more 
carefully define and limit the 
state highway administration’s 
(SHA) access and work at this 
sensitive site. 

As part of the environmental 
assessment, the SHA must 
complete additional field 
investigations, monitored by an 
on-site archaeologist, within the 
Limits of Disturbance (LOD) 
area of the potential Beltway 
expansion. A number of known 
burial sites and the foundation 
of the hall — the only known 
physical remains of an Order 
of Moses Hall in Montgomery 
County — fall within the LOD. 

To complete its investigations, 
the state must first remove the 
bamboo from the property. As 
of early February, the cutting 

MOSES HALL 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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was well underway, but the 
state still needed to work out 
the complicated logistics for 
removal of the cut bamboo 
from the property. Beltway lane 
closures will be required for the 
project. The cemetery and hall 
site is currently closed to the 
public. 

Friends of Moses Hall 
Continues Its Preservation 
Efforts

Friends of Moses Hall, a group 
comprised of descendants 
of Moses Hall, historic 
preservationists, and Cabin 
John community members, has 
been working tirelessly since 
fall 2019 to preserve and protect 
the property. In 2020, the Cabin 
John Citizens Association 
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Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
The Federal Housing Finance Agency has increased 
conforming loan limits for mortgages that can be 
bought by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac for 2021. The 
conforming loan limit for one-unit properties in 2021 will 
be $548,250, an increase from $510,400 in 2020. For 
higher cost areas, including the District and surrounding 
counties, the limit will be $822,375 in 2021, up from 
$765,600 last year. This opens up options for borrowers 
who need less down or don’t have needed reserves or 
credit scores for jumbo financing. 

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 

invested in the success of selling homes here.”

Rachelle.Cherol@lnf.com

provided $2,000 to haul away 
mounds of debris cleared by 
volunteers.  

With the state now required 
to clear out the remaining 
bamboo on the property 
so that its assessment can 
continue, Friends of Moses 
Hall is focusing on ensuring 
the bamboo does not grow 
back. The group brought in a 
landscaper that does bamboo 
remediation. He expects it will 
take several years of treatments 
to fully eradicate the bamboo. 
The cost estimate for the first 
year of treatment exceeds 
$4,000.

In late January, Friends of Moses 
Hall received a $3,000 Trader 
Foundation grant from the 
Coalition to Protect Maryland 
Burial Sites. This grant money 

is earmarked for bamboo 
remediation and to cover filing 
fees to bring Morningstar 88 
Moses Hall in good standing 
with the state.

In the coming months Friends 
of Moses Hall, the Cabin John 
Citizens Association, and others 
will be working with the SHA 
and the private contractors it 
selects to avoid and mitigate 
impacts to the property as 
part of the next phase of the 
environmental process. 

Please visit Friends of Moses 
Hall’s recently launched website 
www.friendsofmoseshall.org to 
learn more about Morningstar 
Moses Cemetery and Hall and 
the ongoing efforts to preserve 
and protect this historic treasure 
in Cabin John.
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EARTH MEDICINE

BY SARAH CAHILL
Regular Contributor

SAVE THE DATE…MS. VIOLET

In late February cabin fever sets in. Will 
spring ever arrive? On a warmish day 
we get overly ambitious and call the 

landscaper. Clearing garden beds, spreading 
mulch, and cutting old growth. But it isn’t 
time yet. 

Winter is for resting and nurturing the soul. 
Leave the yard work for another day. Gift our 
neighboring animals a few more weeks of the 
cover, seeds, berries, and nesting materials 
that our winter gardens offer. 

Snuggle on the couch instead and dream 
of what is to come. Scour seed catalogs and 
visualize what you want the spring season to 
bring. Perhaps having a vision of Ms. Violet 
will brighten the winter doldrums.

Consider this a “Save the Date” for early 

April when her nodding purple flowers will 
bloom enmasse across our yards. She is easy 
to spot and is most often accompanied by 
her friend Dandelion. Yellow and purple…a 
perfect spring palette. 

Infuse her sweet flowers in vinegar for a 
mineral-loaded dressing or sprinkle them 
on salads and desserts as a garnish certain 
to bring a smile. Her tangy leaves can be 

eaten raw or cooked, and as their heart shape 
indicates, violet is a friend for times of grief. 
Both leaves and flowers are packed with 
minerals and vitamins, especially A and C.

Ms. Violet is also classified as an alterative 
(blood purifier) and is eager to clear any 
winter buildup in the blood, preparing us 
for that energetic leap into spring. Quiet and 
gentle, yet powerful. Mark your calendars as 
you don’t want to miss her! 

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
Center closed during COVID-19 crisis. For updates go to montgomerycountymd.gov 

or email CBCC director Barry Jones at Barry.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov                                                 
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

Those words were magical to 
hear back in the late afternoon of 
Feb 28, 2004. FCBCC, which 
had been formed just a year 
earlier, had planned a big dance 
that evening with Deanna Bogart 
and her band in the CBCC social 
hall. Thanks to Bogart’s large fan 
base, and relentless ticket selling 
by FCBCC, a big crowd was 
expected. 

 THE STAFF AND FRIENDS OF THE CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER

Great Moments in the History of Friends of Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC)

But, alas, arriving at noon to set 
up for the band and partygoers, 
FCBCC members found the 
Center silent and dark, totally 
without electricity! Frenzied 
trouble-shooting ensued as 
precious minutes ticked away. 
The County sent over two 
electricians who checked a 
number of things inside the 
Center. Finding no apparent 
issue, they made their way 

“We found a fried squirrel 
near the transformer.”  outside. Just in time, the dead 

squirrel that had chewed 
some wires was discovered, 
the problem solved, the lights 
came on, and the event 
proceeded, netting about 
$4K in the end for FCBCC.  

However, Fate would not be 
completely cheated. At one 
point during a particularly 
energetic song, Deanna and 

her band blew out some 
fuses in the Center's older 
electrical setup. Ever the 
stage performer, Deanna 
continued as a solo act for a 
few moments while the 
electricity was restored.
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A Brief Explanation of the CJCA Financial Statement

As you can see from the 2020 CJCA 
Financial Statement, the Cabin John 
Citizens Association is fiscally sound 

even though we were unable to hold our big 
fundraiser, the CJ Chicken and Crab Feast. 

The last CJCA-sponsored event before the 
pandemic shut everything down was our 
Trivia Night fundraiser, which netted close 
to $1,200 towards the CJ Signage project. 
The signage committee, spearheaded by Greg 
Paulson, a CJCA vice president, is hoping to 
have a couple of design options to share with 
the community this spring.

The generous $1,500 100th Anniversary 
donation in this year’s financials was given 
to support the MacArthur Blvd. 
Beautification Project. 

The statement, prepared by CJCA Treasurer 
Bob Walsh of 81st Street, shows that 2020 
income primarily came from dues and 
donations. A big thank you to all the dues-
paying community members and those 
that generously donated additional funds 
totaling $3,843 to the CJCA as well as $2,091 
to the Friends of the Cabin John Creek and 
$1,456 to the Friends of the Clara Barton 
Community Center.  

It is disheartening that only half of the 
roughly 750 CJ households and businesses 
make the effort to pay the $20 annual dues. 
I hope when you receive the dues letter 
shortly, you will consider all that the CJCA 
does and take the time to pay your dues.

Of note, The Village News came within $500 
of breaking even this year, with revenue 
topping $12,200 and printing and mailing 
expenses coming in at some $12,700.  
 
On the expense side, some $3,300 was 
spent on advocacy tied to the state’s Beltway 
expansion and the preservation of the 
Morningstar 88 Moses Hall and cemetery.

Our balance on hand at the start of 2020 is 
impressive at more than $28,000. The CJCA 
does have outstanding obligations of more 
than $7,000 for the 2021 CJ Directory and 
likely $800 or so for additional work on our 
website, www.cabinjohn.org.

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

VN

CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
1/1/2020 to 12/31/2020

Balance on 12/31/2019 ($ 28,674.70)    

Revenue
Community Event -- Trivia Night ($ 3,256.00)      
Donations ($ 3,843.00)      
Donations -- 100th Anniversary ($ 1,500.00)      
Membership Dues (49 percent participation) ($ 6,950.00)      
Village News -- Advertising (Current Year) ($ 10,790.45)    
Village News -- Advertising (CY Received Prior Year) ($ 1,377.00)      
Village News -- Subscription ($ 44.00)           
Total Revenue ($ 27,760.45)    

Expenses
Community Event -- Trivia Night ($ 1,086.18)      
Community Service -- Advocacy ($ 1,920.95)      
Community Service -- Moses Hall Cemetery ($ 1,487.54)      
100th Anniversary -- Cabin John Signage ($ 193.45)         
100th Anniversary -- MacArthur Blvd Beautification ($ 1,771.32)      
Admin ($ 106.80)         
Communications/Website ($ 2,000.00)      
Insurance – General Liability ($ 325.00)         
Membership Dues (49 percent participation) ($ 790.44)         
Paypal ($ 375.04)         
Paypal (CY Paid Prior Year) ($ 40.23)           
Postage & Delivery ($ 408.00)         
Village News (Current Year) ($ 10,270.97)    
Village News (CY Paid Following Year) ($ 2,408.66)      
Total Expenses ($ 23,184.58)    

Excess/Deficit ($ 4,575.87)      
Timing Adjustments related to Village News ($ 1,071.89)      

Balance on 12/31/2020 ($ 34,322.46)    
Balance earmarked for 100th Anniversary Fund ($ 5,145.36)      

Pass-Through Grants
Grants -- Friends of Cabin John Creek ($ 2,091.00)      
Grants -- Friends of Clara Barton Community Center ($ 1,456.00)      
Grants -- So Others May Eat ($ 560.35)         

Submitted by Bob Walsh
Treasurer, Cabin John Citizens Association
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Nancy Russell: Leader of Spirited Community Outreach
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Did you receive a CJ 
welcome bag when 
you moved to Cabin 

John? Have you attended the 
annual New Neighbor Potluck 
or bought a ticket to CJCA’s 
annual Chicken and Crab 
Feast fundraiser from a block 
coordinator? If so, you have 
Nancy Russell to thank. 

For more than four years, 

Nancy has served as the CJCA's 
vice president for community 
outreach. Nancy took the 
newly created position so that 
she could focus on creating 
community cohesion.

Elected in May 2017, Nancy 
had the CJ Block Coordinator 
Program up and running 
before the end of the year. 
After breaking down the 
community into 31 “blocks” of 
one to two dozen households, 
Nancy recruited one or more 
volunteers for each area. 

In addition to welcome bag 
deliveries and ticket sales for the 
crab feast, block coordinators 
are occasionally asked to share 
important community news, 
such as when the revamped 
Neighbor 2 Neighbor assistance 
program — another Nancy-

led effort — was launched. 
In 2018, Nancy coordinated 
the inaugural New Neighbors 
Potluck held each spring. 

Nancy has enriched the 
community well beyond her 
official role. Nancy and her 
husband Craig have been active 
members of the community 
since 2004 when they moved 
into their home on 76th Street, 
lending a hand at crab feasts, 
Fourth of July celebrations, and 
CJ holiday parties.

In March, Nancy and Craig 
will be moving to Sonoma, CA, 
which will surely benefit from 
their enthusiastic community 
spirit. The CJCA wishes them 
well in their new adventure 
and offers a heartfelt thanks for 
all the ways they enriched the 
community over the years.  

CJCA COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH NEEDS YOU!

Nancy’s departure is significantly 
eased by the fact that Stephanie 
Lai has been serving as co-vice 
president of community outreach 
since May 2019. However, she 
would welcome a partner in this 
effort. 

Stephanie is also looking for 
additional block coordinators, 
especially for the following areas:

77th Street; MacArthur Park 
condominiums on Tomlinson 
Ave.; Seven Locks Rd. between 
Longridge and Cypress Grove; 
MacArthur Blvd. between Tomlinson 
and Seven Locks; Cabin John 
Gardens, Froude Circle, Russell Rd. 
and McKay Circle.

Anyone interested in helping 
Cabin John continue its strong 
legacy of being a welcoming and 
caring community should contact 
Stephanie Lai at laifamily@gmail.
com or 301-204-1581.

Nancy selling tickets at the 2017 
annual CJ holiday party.

VN

Home is
where the heart is.
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A N T H O N Y W I L D E R . C O M    3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Sundays on Zoom 
Adult Forum (9a), Family  

Worship (10a), TheFIVE (5p) 
 

Monday through Friday 
Morning Prayers via conference call  

508-924-1769 
Compline (Night Prayers) via Zoom 

 
Music & Archived Services on YouTube  

All Links available on our website. 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

office@redeemerbethesda.org   
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PPAATTRRIICCIIAA  AAMMMMEERRMMAANN  

YYoouurr  CCaabbiinn  JJoohhnn  RReeaallttoorr    
CCeellll  330011--778877--88998899    

OOffffiiccee  330011--222299--44000000  EExxtt  88330066  

TToopp  PPrroodduucceerr  
LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMDD,,  DDCC  &&  VVAA    

FFlluueenntt  iinn    
EEnngglliisshh  aanndd  SSppaanniisshh  

  
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

CCaallll  PPAATTRRIICCIIAA,,  aann  aaggeenntt  wwhhoo  iiss  HHIIGGHHLLYY        
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD  iinn  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  aanndd  TTHHEE      

GGAARRDDEENNSS,,  iitt’’ss  AAmmeenniittiieess,,  PPaarrkkss,,  aanndd  eevveerryy--
tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  ssoo  ssppeecciiaall..      

  
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD,,  PPAASSSSIIOONNAATTEE,,  IINNTTEEGGRRIITTYY,,  

SSKKIILLLLEEDD  NNEEGGOOTTIIAATTOORR!!  

UNDER CONTRACT:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

6420 83rd St. $890,000 4 3.5 0 2,123

SOLD:

4 Froude Circle $525,000 3 1.5 0 1,794

6703 Tomlinson Ter. $1,138,000 6 4 2 4,271

6916 Seven Locks Rd. $1,340,000 5 3.5 0 3,892

6510 Seven Locks Rd. $1,775,000 6 4.5 2 4,760

6521 79th St. $1,800,000 5 4.5 2 5,618

JAN - FEB 2021

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements about Cabin John 
residents and clubs to vneditorial@gmail.com.  

MUSSER FAMILY GIVES BACK TO THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Kate, Graham, Wyatt, and Ryan Musser of McKay Circle took 
part in the Martin Luther King, Jr. day of service on Jan. 18 by 
cleaning up trash along MacArthur Blvd. near the Cabin John 
Gardens neighborhood.

VN

Welcome New Neighbors!
Rebecca Drobis, Clayton O’Connor, 18-month-old Rosalie 
O’Connor, and their cat Muffin moved to 81st St. and Riverside 
Dr. in Nov. 2020 from the Shaw neighborhood in Washington 
DC. Clayton is an attorney with the Department of Justice and is 
originally from New Orleans. He is hoping to host a crawfish boil 
in their backyard at some point post-pandemic.

Rebecca is a commercial photographer who grew up in DC’s AU 
Park, and her love for photography was first sparked down the 
road at the Photoworks studio at Glen Echo Park.  

Toddler Rosie is in heaven with an actual yard and nearby play-
grounds. Muffin has been captivated by the wildlife. “We have 
always loved this neighborhood close to nature and the canal and 
are thrilled to be your new neighbors,” said Rebecca.

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

Photo of Ryan, Graham, and Kate courtesy of Rick Duffy of 
Webb Rd. 
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-
4280. 

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953.

COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 
computer and electronic services 
to area residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus 
and spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-pc.
com or call Jim at 202.841.0873.

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.

Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and 
your furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News 
classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Tell us about that.

I'm diving deeply into birding. 
I've taken trips with the 
Audubon Naturalist Society 
and the Montgomery Bird 
Club. I'm participating in the 
backyard bird count and other 
bird counting efforts. I'm taking 
up bird photography. There is so 
much to learn! 

Like a lot of people in the 
pandemic, I am doing more 
reading. I found the Diane 
Rehm Book Club online, and I 
am enjoying it a lot. 

I also plan to re-start piano and 
banjo lessons.

Do you have any post-
pandemic retirement plans?

My husband and I hope to get 
back to doing more traveling. 
We were supposed to go to 
Portugal last October. I’ve been 
studying Portuguese online for 
a year!

I also hope to find a local book 
club, movie club, and game 
night group. If you have any 
suggestions for finding these, 
please let me know!

MARCY HARRISON
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

VN
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7:30 PM
ZOOM MEETING:

Update on the state’s Beltway 
expansion plans and the work on 

preserving the Moses 
Hall property. 

Please look for a CJCA email with 
the Zoom meeting link a few days 

before the meeting
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Ziggy is a little hard luck story who 
probably would have happened 
Covid or no Covid. He was a stray 
found in Northern Virginia by 
the sister of Dan Caden of 79th 
Place. He was neutered at Alpine 
Veterinary Hospital on MacArthur 
Blvd. and Dan took him in. 

Everything about him suggests he 
grew up as an indoor cat and was 
abandoned. He is missing the tip 
of his ear and he has a bad hip, so 
he must have had it tough during 
his time on the streets. Dan’s other 
two cats don't want to like him, but 
he's such a nice little guy, they're 
starting to get along with him in 
spite of themselves.

Pandemic Pets...more stories and photos on page 4


