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CJ RALLIES FOR A FUN HALLOWEEN
BY LORETTA DEVERY INGALLS
Village News Content Editor 

Cabin Johners knew Halloween 
would look different this year 
due to the pandemic. But the 

community pulled together to make it a 
fun and memorable night. 

Robin Sidel of Spring Rd. took on the 
effort of organizing a safe way for the 
community to celebrate. She collected 
addresses of houses that planned to put 
out tables of candy for trick or treaters and 
created a comprehensive list and map that 
families could use to find treats. 

Robin and Nancy Russell of 76th 
St. coordinated and communicated 
guidelines to keep trick or treaters and 
those distributing candy safe.

CJ Cemetery Garners 
Needed Attention of 
Politicians and Press

In the last month, politicians and the 
media have focused their attention on 
Cabin John’s Moses Hall and Cemetery. 

The historic African American property off 
Seven Locks Rd. is threatened by the state’s 
planned Beltway expansion.

Maryland State Delegate Sara Love and the 
Friends of Moses Hall hosted a private tour 

Some additional photos of the merriment. 
follow on page 3. Thank you, Robin, Nancy, 
and all those who participated!

Jillian Sidel celebrates Halloween with a cool 
panda mask and costume. For more pictures, 
please see page 3. 
Photo courtesy of Robin Sidel

CABIN JOHN HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS?

While pandemic restrictions preclude us from hosting a Turkey Trot this 
year, the hope is that folks have gotten used to a morning walk/run on 
Thanksgiving Day, and there may be an opportunity to say a socially-

distanced hello to your neighbors who choose to stroll that day.

Unfortunately, the CJ Holiday Party is another casualty of COVID. But the Cabin 
John Citizens Association is working on a safe alternative for the community to 
celebrate the holidays. 

Building on the success of this year’s Halloween trick-or-treating, the idea is to 
tie in some outdoor activities along the streets in conjunction with Santa’s annual fire truck 
ride through the neighborhood. Ideas are welcome as are volunteers to help coordinate. 
Contact Susan Shipp at jsjshipp3@verizon.net. Details will be shared via the CJCA listserv.

VN

Descendant Austin White of Carver Rd. and 
archaeologist Dr. Alexandra Jones tour the 
cemetery.
Photo courtesy of Russell Leighton
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CJ Giving Tree Branching Out 
Due to COVID

This year marks the 10th 
anniversary of Cabin 
John’s Giving Tree 

Project. Like many things in 
2020, the pandemic is redefining 
this community service effort, 
which provides gifts to children 
and adults in need through 
SOME (So Others Might Eat), 
a Washington DC organization 
that helps the poor and 
homeless through services, such 
as training and shelter

Instead of gifts for the upcoming 
holidays, SOME is asking for 
gift cards for the people in 
its transitional housing. In 
previous years, CJ residents have 
provided generous gifts for 50 
to 60 people living in SOME’s 
transitional housing. The 
community traditionally raises 
an additional $500 or more for 
SOME through the raffle at the 
holiday party. 

SOME says the switch to gift 
cards is to minimize donor risk 
of COVID through shopping. 
Recipients can make their 
purchases online, and no one 
involved has any increased 
exposure. Gift cards in $50 

increments to stores such as 
Target, Walmart, Macy’s, and 
Amazon, as well as Visa and 
Mastercard would be most 
versatile. But cards for any 
retailer of any denomination are 
appreciated. 

It will take about $5,000 worth 
of gift cards for Cabin John to be 
as generous as in previous years, 
says Lori Rieckelman of 79th 
Street. Rieckelman coordinates 
this effort with the Brookmont 
and Glen Echo communities. 
Given the economic hardship 
faced by so many during this 
difficult year, wouldn’t it be great 
if we could give even more?

Gift cards should be brought to 
Lori’s house, 6423 79th Street. 
Please do not ring the doorbell, 
but text Lori at 301-655-4404 
when dropping cards into the 
box. Have questions? Email Lori 
at rieckell@aol.com or by calling 
the number above. VN

BY LORI RIECKELMAN
CJ Resident 

THE DEADLINE FOR 
DONATIONS IS DEC. 5
For Info: rieckell@aol.com
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A COVID HALLOWEEN

Even the pups in 
Cabin John love 
Halloween. This 
adorable dog 
brought smiles to 
everyone passing by.

Halloween 
displays are a 
little different 
this year too!

Cabin John came together as a community to have a safe Halloween 
during the pandemic. Laying treats out on tables for trick or treaters is 
one way everyone could safely distance.

Kids of all ages enjoy trick or treating from a safe 
distance. Celia Harper of 83rd Place: “Here are 
some pictures I took, through our glass storm 
door as kids helped themselves to treats at the 
little table at the street end of our path.

Photos courtesy of Celia Harper, Robin Sidel, Nancy Russell and Loretta Devery Ingalls

Loretta, Dave, Lucy, and Sam 
Ingalls of 75th St. enjoy the 
Halloween fun.

This little witch picks her trick 
or treat candy from creatively 
placed yard sticks.

CJ resident Mike Blunt of 
MacArthur Blvd. greets trick or 
treaters from a safe distance. Oona Stieglitz of 76th St. 

created a candy chute to 
deliver treats.
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of the Moses Morningstar Cemetery, Moses 
Hall lodge site, and Gibson Grove Church 
Oct. 17 for county and state officials as well 
as members of the media. The event aimed 
to draw attention to efforts by descendants of 
Moses Hall as well as the CJ community and 
preservationists to protect these important 
historic sites. If the Beltway expansion moves 
forward as currently designed, project maps 
and reports show graves and portions of the 
Moses Hall foundation would fall within the 
construction Limits of Disturbance.

In a Sept. 24 Maryland Matters article 
on environmental justice, Delegate Love 
described how the construction of the 
Beltway in the 1960s decimated the Gibson 
Grove community and stated that the 
government has a responsibility “not to 
exacerbate prior injustices, but to reverse 
them.” Love wants the Hogan administration 
to “stop its mad dash to widen I-495 at all 
costs.” The tour came about in response to 
her article. 

Picture perfect fall weather greeted the 30 
tour guests, which included Montgomery 
County Executive Marc Elrich, Maryland 
Senator Susan Lee, Montgomery County 
Councilman Will Jawando, and a number of 
officials from Montgomery County Planning, 
M-NCPPC, the Montgomery County 

Historic Preservation Commission, and the 
National Capital Planning Commission. 
Members of the press from The Washington 
Post and The Economist also attended.

Descendants of those buried at Moses 
Morningstar and members of the Gibson 
Grove First Agape A.M.E. Zion Church 
community, including Cabin John residents 
Austin White and Shannon Stewart, shared 
family stories, along with a rich collection of 
artifacts, photos, memorabilia, and historical 
records with inquisitive tour guests. 

Some public officials were moved to tears by 
the impassioned remarks of Washington DC 
archaeologist Dr. Alexandra Jones, a staunch 
advocate of the property since writing 
her doctoral thesis on the Gibson Grove 
Community in 2010. Delegate Love said 
that the event was “powerful, humbling, and 
enlightening” and shared her commitment 
to supporting efforts to preserve, protect, 
and restore these sites. 

The Oct. 18 Washington Post article written 
by tour participant Katherine Shaver 
described the cemetery as “hardly peaceful 
with Beltway traffic roaring just past the 
bamboo grove” at the edge of the cemetery. 
The article noted that historians combing 
through death notices, burial records, and 

family histories have documented 78 burials 
there between 1894 and 1977. 

The Post story caught the attention of 
Maryland Senator Ben Cardin, who 
joined with Sen. Chris Van Hollen and 
Congressmen Jamie Raskin and David Trone 
to urge the Federal Highway Administration 
and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation to avoid possible physical 
impacts to the Moses Morningstar Cemetery 
and Hall, as well as Gibson Grove Church. 
Their Oct. 26 letter went on to suggest that 
such a major infrastructure project should 
“promote recovery from earlier impacts 
by enhancing the visibility and access of 
the cemetery site and its connection to the 
community.” 

Spurred by the Post’s coverage, the CBC 
Radio, Canada’s national public broadcaster, 
aired a segment Oct. 29 featuring DC 
resident Diane Baxter, whose great 
grandfather was buried in the CJ Moses 
cemetery in 1894.

The ongoing advocacy and growing public 
awareness have prompted the State Highway 
Administration to conduct additional field 
investigations at the cemetery. To do so, the 
SHA will remove bamboo with hand tools 

MOSES HALL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

MD Senator Susan Lee and Moses 88 Lodge descendant Diane 
Baxter discuss artifacts and family memorabilia.
Photo courtesy of Robb Hill

County and state officials listen to remarks by Delegate Sara Love 
& archaeologist Dr. Alexandra Jones.
Photo courtesy of Robb Hill

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC

C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600   

Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
One of the first things buyers see when they walk into a home 
that’s on the market is the color on the walls. A fresh, neutral 
paint color will help the buyer envision their things in the space 
and make rooms feel cleaner and brighter.  

Popular colors for creating warm, neutral surroundings include:  
Sherwin Williams Agreeable Gray, Balanced Beige 7037, and 
Pediment as well as Benjamin Moore Classic Grey OC-23, Gray 
Owl OC-52, Revere Pewter HC-172, and Decorators White CC-20 

(perfect for white trim).  

Since many buyers start their home search online, pick colors 
that photograph well, and these do!

“Living in Cabin John for over 30 years I’m 

invested in the success of selling homes here.”

so that the Moses Hall lodge foundation 
and any gravesites remain undisturbed. 
SHA officials estimate the bamboo removal 
process will take up to a month and require 
daily monitoring by field archaeologists. 
Friends of Moses Hall will also have 
representatives on site monitoring the work.

Friends of Moses Hall (FMH) is a dedicated 
group of volunteers, including descendants, 
members of the Cabin John community as 
well as others with expertise in archaeology, 
genealogy, historic preservation, research, 
and advocacy. FMH was organized in 
2020 with the purpose of saving Moses 

Morningstar Cemetery and Lodge Hall from 
destruction by the I-495 Beltway expansion. 
FMH aims to preserve the site as a hallowed 
resting place and an important African-
American historical site.

Moses 88 Lodge descendants Montgomery Crawford, Chris Waynes, 
and Diane Baxter have come together as dedicated advocates for the 
Friends of Moses Hall.
Photo courtesy of Montgomery Crawford

Lifelong Cabin John resident Shannon Steward’s 
ancestors were members of Moses 88 Lodge.
Photo courtesy of Montgomery Crawford

VN
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

THEN AND NOW

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Contributing Writer

Backyard Farms

This past spring, as COVID-19 
lockdowns began and people worried 
about the availability of fresh food, 

victory gardens and backyard chickens 
became a growing trend. In Cabin John, 
raised beds and deer-proof fencing became 
more common. But what many of Cabin 
John’s backyard farmers may not have 
known is that their newly cultivated gardens 
revisited a pastoral community tradition.
 
Today’s Cabin John was originally parcels 
of land owned and farmed by a handful of 
families during the late 1700s and 1800s, 
with few houses dotting the landscape. In 
1870, Joseph and Rosa Bobinger purchased 
100 acres west of the Union Arch Bridge, and 
the legendary Cabin John Bridge Hotel was 

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

born. Joseph had worked as a stonemason 
on the bridge, while Rosa operated a nearby 
refreshment stand, selling drinks and 
cakes and later her chicken dinner, which 
cemented her reputation as an excellent 
cook. Across from the hotel, where the 
tennis courts and baseball field are located, 
were once stables, a smoke house, dairy 
building, an ice house, a red brick gas house 
(which still stands today), poultry houses, a 
large garden, and perhaps most interestingly, 
one of the largest asparagus beds in the 
country. 
 
The hotel was famous for its elaborate and 
freshly cooked meals, a turn of the 20th 
century farm-to-table restaurant. From 
Maryland fried chicken to a small-mouth 
bass platter, with the bass split down the 

middle, golden brown 
and garnished with 
tartar sauce and 
boiled new potatoes, 
meals were fresh 
and local. Some of 
the wine was made 
from local vineyards 
on both sides of 
the Cabin John 
Branch (though the 
Bobingers prided 
themselves on their 
far more sophisticated 
European wines). 

The hotel’s homemade 
biscuits were famous. 
Special enclosures 
were built in the 
creek, which held 
bass caught in the 
river, and many 
vegetables were 
grown in the gardens 
across Conduit Road 
(MacArthur Blvd).

Rosa Bobinger’s famous chicken dish, 
advertised as “fried spring chicken, Cabin 
John style,” made the leap from her small 
food stand during the construction of the 
Union Arch Bridge to their grand hotel. And 
it made an appearance in Edith Armstrong’s 
1958 historic novel, Days at Cabin John, a 
story of family and neighbors in Cabin John 
during the 1920s. Though the characters 
are imagined, the book captures the 
community’s history and anecdotes through 
Armstrong’s eyes. Strolling by the hotel one 
afternoon, the narrator decides to knock 
on the door and is met by Rosa Bobinger’s 
daughter in law:
 

“Is it true Maryland fried chicken 
originated at the hotel?” I asked. “Yes, 
indeed it is.” She told us how the chicken 
was served quartered on a platter with 
curled bacon on top, and around it was 
brown gravy and golden brown corn 
fritters.

 
In 1912 the American Land Company, 
owned by J.S. Tomlinson, purchased 
600 acres for the development of a new 
community called Cabin John Park, 
“Farmlets for Pleasure and Profit” near 
Cabin John Bridge. Thus began Tomlinson’s 
sales pitch of 100-foot-wide lots, 15,000 to 
40,000 square feet in size, and “specially 
arranged for comfortable homes and suitable 
places to raise chickens and to grow all kinds 
of fruit and vegetables for family and market 
purposes.”
 
A July 1914 sales ad promoted Cabin John 
Park’s features: perfect drainage, fertile land, 
fruit, vegetables, apples, cherries, peaches, 
pears, plums, sweet & Irish potatoes, lettuce, 
kale, cabbage, grapes and melons, all garden 
crops, and chicken farms. 
 
A brochure touted “Big Profits in Little 
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Home has never been more important.
We are staying home to slow the spread of COVID-19, but there are circumstances where sellers 
need to sell. So how are we adapting?

- E-signing all required documents
- Video tours created for enhanced marketing
- Virtual open houses and virtual Broker pricing
- ‘FaceTime’ buyer showings
- Other safety protocols (masks, gloves)

#WydlerBrothers #TreatYouLikeFamily #WhatDayIsIt 

Eric W. Brooks

REALTOR 
Licensed in MD, DC, and VA
240.532.2001 
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

           Compass is a licenses real estate brokers that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square 
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1313 14th Street NW, Washington, 
DC 20005 | 202.386.6330

®

Crops” and tells of an old gentleman who 
“turned special attention to the cultivations 
of lettuce,” which made him thousands of 
dollars. The American Land Company also 
offered a free course through the Home 
Correspondence School to those who 
purchased lots to learn the best crops to 
grow. The area had over 30 species of trees, 
and a “splendid variety of shrubs, plants, 
weeds, ferns and all kinds of growth to 
fascinate a student in botany.”
 
Armstrong’s novel upholds that selling point: 
 

We shared much of the bounty of late 
autumn. We gathered hickory nuts, large 
and paper shelled, from our yard, enough 
of them to fill a round reed basket. They 
would enhance the flavor of cookies, 
cakes and candy throughout the winter. 

Persimmons tumbled tender and ripe 
from a slender tree near the hickory… 
down by the canal we found walnuts 
scattered beneath the tree like fallen 
apples.

 
Many of the residents’ recollections in 
Elizabeth Kytle’s 1976 Time Was: A Cabin 
John Memory Book also described a village 
of farms and gardens and an astonishing 
abundance of home grown food. Lena Brown 
recalled her father’s farm during the years 
before 1912: a 4 acre parcel that stood where 
Carver Road now is, filled with “cabbages, 
potatoes, tomatoes, broccoli, sweet potatoes 
and corn. There were peppers, watermelons, 
cantaloupes.” Norman Tuohey recalled how 
flour from the mill in Seneca traveled along 
the C&O Canal and was unloaded at Cabin 
John, where it could be collected by Potomac 

merchants. Other residents mentioned 
a “big grove of pawpaw trees right down 
past Cabin John Creek” and “collecting 
chestnuts to take home for roasting.”
 
In the early 1920s, when Mrs. Josephine 
Havens was a college student, “everybody 
had vegetable gardens, and you worked 
in your family’s garden and helped….We 
had asparagus, we had beautiful tomatoes, 
gorgeous strawberries—we used to sell 
those beautiful strawberries around the 
neighborhood. String beans and corn 
and everything. Fruit trees too, peaches 
and apples and cherries…Mother used 
to can—oh, killed herself canning all 
summer long.”

BACKYARD FARMS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 
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LOCAL NATURE
Life Without Chestnuts
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

The new trail high above Cabin John 
Creek is a wonder. On my first hike 
along this route, I marveled at the 

stunning views from on high, looking down 
through the forest canopy. Birding in spring 
from there will be a joy if one can keep an 
eye out for mountain bikers. 
The route winds its way past 
majestic trees that escaped 
the loggers' saws. These cove 
forests harbor massive tall tulip 
poplars and chestnut oaks, 
probably because they grew 
up on slopes too steep to log. 
But absent is a most sorely 
missed resident—the American 
chestnut.

Once upon a time, about 200 
years ago, the forests in Cabin 
John and along the entire 
Appalachian Mountain chain 
looked much different than 
today. They were filled with 
giant American chestnuts—a 
hundred feet tall and up to 
five feet in diameter. The 
American chestnut is a native to eastern 
North America, a member of the same 
family as our lovely beech and oak trees. 
Like these other species, they produced an 
annual abundant crop of nuts, often three to 
a cluster, that fell to the ground where they 
provided nourishment for deer, turkeys, 
bears, pigs, and humans (of course). 

Unlike oak acorns, the nutritious nuts of 
the chestnut could be eaten raw, and were 
far more tasty. And the wood, although not 
as valuable as some oaks or cherry, had a 
straight grain, was easy to work, and was 
highly resistant to rot. It served as the basis 
for entire industries such as the production 
of railroad ties, railroad-car construction, 

and, from its extracts, tannins for the leather 
industry. The species was once so abundant, 
it is estimated that in parts of Pennsylvania, 
for example, chestnuts accounted for 30% 
of all the individual trees in the forest. Some 
historians believe that it was the demise of 
the American chestnut that led residents of 
Appalachia to abandon the dying forests and 
turn to another resource found below the 
ground—high-sulfur-content coal. 

Officially, the cause of the demise of the 
species’ abundance was discovered in 1904 
officially but perhaps the decline occurred 
even earlier informally. The American 
chestnut is a part of a genus (Castanea) that 
includes species native to Europe, China, 
and Japan (the chestnuts you buy in the 
market today are C. sativa, a smaller version 
of the edible nuts). It is estimated that from 
the start of the decline in 1900 to the last 
standing chestnuts in the 1930s, over 30 
billion trees died.

What caused this valuable tree species to 
disappear and the forest to turn over, its 
place filled by other trees? Ironically, a place 
erected in part to save endangered species—

the Bronx Zoo—became the entry point of 
the American chestnut killer. Asian species 
of chestnuts were imported to plant on the 
zoo grounds, and with them came a fungus 
called the chestnut blight. The Chinese 
chestnut is resistant or even immune to 
this blight, a fungus known to science 
as Cryphonectrica parasitica. But within 
about 20 years, the fungus spread to native 
American chestnuts, which had no resistance 
to it. The spores of the fungus could live on 

neighboring oak trees 
and infect its chestnut 
neighbors. The effects 
were so devastating 
that virtually all of the 
chestnut trees in the 
eastern U.S. were wiped 
out. 

Here is the odd discovery: 
the fungus eschews the 
roots of the chestnut, 
only infecting the above 
ground tissues. Even 
more surprising is this: 
when the mature chestnut 
becomes infected and 
apparently dies a few 
years later, it’s not really 
dead. If the base is left 
intact in the ground, 

the American chestnut is a vigorous stump 
sprouter. New leaders emerge quickly and 
the shoots, well, shoot up. Saplings can grow 
for about a decade or two and then, wham!, 
the fungal infection returns and the young 
tree saplings die back again. It’s an American 
tragedy: the trees try to recover only to be 
felled as an adolescent, the cycle repeated 
over and over.

For decades, devoted chestnut lovers have 
tried to bring the trees back, using cross-
breeding techniques developed for other 
plants to create a blight-resistant chestnut. 
These efforts have borne little success. But we 
live in a world of rapid scientific evolution 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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both in theory and technique. New genetic 
methods have been applied to transfer 
disease-resistant genes to American chestnut 
seedlings. Infection, or resistance to the 
blight, appears to be controlled by just a few 
genes, and if the right mix can be found, in 
theory we can regrow our chestnut forests.

Enter the ethical dilemmas: should scientists 
“play God” and alter the genetic structure 
of the American chestnut to make it blight 
resistant? If successful, would it become a 
genetically modified organism, known as a 
GMO, or a GRO, one of the first genetically 
recovered organisms?

My vote is full speed ahead with the genetics 
program. We already have so altered our 
forest structure and composition; for 
example, losing ash trees to the imported 
emerald tree borer and Eastern hemlocks to 
the hemlock wooly adelgid (a beetle and a 

sucking bug, respectively, both native to Asia 
and covered in earlier columns). In some 
places our forests are described as senescent, 
decimated by over-abundant, browsing 
white-tailed deer that prevent edible 
seedlings of native trees from becoming 
established. 

Humans have long modified plant 
traits dating back at least 10,000 years. 
Transgenic trees are created today using 
more sophisticated techniques. And just 
as we hope to create an American chestnut 
resistant to chestnut blight, perhaps we 
can someday genetically modify a blight 
by making it so much less virulent that it is 
rendered virtually harmless. As we live in 
a world of novel coronaviruses, and other 
pathogens that infect humans via zoonotic 
spillovers from other mammals, we may 
wish for the scientific expertise to rapidly 
create vaccines, not only for humans but also 
for American chestnuts. 

Perhaps someday, 50 years from now, future 
residents walking along the Cabin John 

Creek trail will hear the thud of chestnuts 
falling to the ground from mature replanted, 
blight-resistant trees with bears and turkeys 
eagerly waiting below.

And so ends this year’s articles. The shared 
theme has been invasive species that 
threaten or whose spread diminishes our 
local nature—an ecological downer. Next 
year returns with a much more hopeful 
theme: a year of articles featuring glorious 
native plants to plant in your yard (you have 
the time). Your family can create your own 
private national park, be it five square feet 
devoted to natives, or your entire backyard. 
And in these articles Trudy Nicholson and I 
will introduce a marvelous nursery of plants 
attractive to native pollinators, fruit-eaters, 
and your own sense of aesthetics. By joining 
us in planting natives, you will not only be 
beautifying Cabin John, you will be helping 
the world by drawing down carbon. And life 
on Earth needs all the help we can give it 
right now. 

CHESNUTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

O�ce: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the

principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.

Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your

convenience.

We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard

maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your

home.

Check us out on Facebook

@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco
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CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

The Episcopal 
Church of the  

Redeemer 
 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 
Sundays on Zoom 

Adult Forum (9a), Family  
Worship (10a), Coffee Hour (4:30p) 

TheFIVE (5p) 
 

All Saints’/All Souls’ Services 
November 1 & 2, on Zoom 
Thanksgiving Programming 

November 26, 27, 28  
Links provided on our website. 

The Rev. Cricket Park, Rector  

Geoffrey Silver, Director of Music Ministries 
6201 Dunrobbin Drive  301-229-3770 

office@redeemerbethesda.org   

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's
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Home is
where the heart is.
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A N T H O N Y W I L D E R . C O M    3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

Thanksgiving Word Search Puzzle

T H A N K S G I V I N G N J X
Y S O G C Z V W D B H S Q I K
I K E G B C V G N I F F U T S
P I E Q V R T O G H S R V O Y
V F N Q O A T U R K E Y L R I
C Q I H N N Y U S L Y C S T X
Y T K F E B P M F F B S Q H R
X C P F L E I V E Y M K I A T
L W M L K R P L S A I S T Q Y
E X U K G R K G Y E W X X V I
L E P L E I S L O W I H A C Z
B O I A U E I U H C L R B S T
B P V M C S Z G Y H G F Y M L
O W L Y D V F O O T B A L L M
G S M A Y F L O W E R K M K X

STUFFING

CRANBERRIES

THANKSGIVING

PILGRIMS

TURKEY

PUMPKIN

GRAVY

PIE

GOBBLE

MAYFLOWER

FOOTBALL

YAMS

Thank you to Marcy Harrison of Cypress Grove Lane for creating this puzzle!

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”
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Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
Center closed during COVID-19 crisis. For updates go to montgomerycountymd.gov 

or email CBCC director Barry Jones at Barry.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov                                     
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org

 HANDS ACROSS THE SOCIAL DISTANCE

Mike Zangwill (right), president of the Bannockburn 
Civic Association (BCA), and Burr Gray, president of 
the Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, reach 
out—literally—to pass BCA’s $1330 contribution to the 
FCBCC. 

Many in Bannockburn enjoy the facilities and activities 
at CBCC, and here they expressed their very generous 
appreciation. Heartfelt thanks to Bannockburn!

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Changes to the Cabin John Community Listserv

The Cabin John 
Community Listserv 
serves as CJ’s informal 

neighborhood listserv that 
lets all members share 
information, post items for 
sale, ask questions, make 
recommendations, report 
missing pets, and otherwise 
reach out to the community.

Since its inception, the Cabin 
John listserv has been hosted 
on Yahoo Groups, which 
announced it is shutting down 
effective Dec. 15.

The Cabin John Listserv is 
now on Groups.io. To join 

this listserv, send an email 
with your name and street 
address (to verify residence) to: 
cabinjohn+subscribe@groups.io

Membership is open to current 
and former CJ residents. The 
purpose of this listserv is to 
share information and have 
discussions that are hyperlocal 
to Cabin John and that are 
non-commercial/non-political 
in nature. Anyone wishing 
to advertise their business to 
the CJ community may want 
to consider The Village News. 
Classified ads are 30 cents 
a word. 

The community listserv differs 
from the Cabin John Citizens 

Association 
listserv, which 
remains the 
go-to source 
for timely 
news and 
information 
about 
upcoming 
community 
events and 
important 
issues of 
possible interest to CJ residents.  
 
The CJCA listserv lets the 
association keep CJ residents 
informed without overloading 
the in-box – usually just a few 
emails a month. CJCA listserv 
members cannot communicate 

with each other. To join this list, 
send an email to: 
cjca-official-news+subscribe@
googlegroups.com. VN
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PPAATTRRIICCIIAA  AAMMMMEERRMMAANN  

YYoouurr  CCaabbiinn  JJoohhnn  RReeaallttoorr    
CCeellll  330011--778877--88998899    

OOffffiiccee  330011--222299--44000000  EExxtt  88330066  

TToopp  PPrroodduucceerr  
LLiicceennsseedd  iinn  MMDD,,  DDCC  &&  VVAA    

FFlluueenntt  iinn    
EEnngglliisshh  aanndd  SSppaanniisshh  

  
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

CCaallll  PPAATTRRIICCIIAA,,  aann  aaggeenntt  wwhhoo  iiss  HHIIGGHHLLYY        
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD  iinn  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  aanndd  TTHHEE      

GGAARRDDEENNSS,,  iitt’’ss  AAmmeenniittiieess,,  PPaarrkkss,,  aanndd  eevveerryy--
tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  CCAABBIINN  JJOOHHNN  ssoo  ssppeecciiaall..      

  
EEXXPPEERRIIEENNCCEEDD,,  PPAASSSSIIOONNAATTEE,,  IINNTTEEGGRRIITTYY,,  

SSKKIILLLLEEDD  NNEEGGOOTTIIAATTOORR!!  

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

7630 Tomlinson Av. #11 $399,000 3 1   0 1,038

6703 Tomlinson Ter. $1,169,000 6 4   2 4,271

6916 Seven Locks Rd. $1,350,000 5 3.5   0 3,892

6510 Seven Locks Rd. $1,900,000 6 4.5   2 4,760

UNDER CONTRACT:

6521 79th St. $1,859,000 5 4.5     2 5,618

6487 Wishbone Ter. $835,000 3 3.5          2      2,198 

8207 Caraway St. $849,900 4 2.2     1 1,706

OCT - NOV 2020

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
vneditorial@gmail.com.  

CJ Resident Publishes 
New Book

Cabin John 
resident 
Phil 

Harvey of 
Riverside Dr. has 
published a new 
book, Welfare 
for the Rich: 
How Your Tax 
Dollars End Up 
in the Pockets of 
Millionaires -- And 
What You Can do 
About It. 

Co-authored with Lisa Conyers, the 320-
page book details ways that government 
policies and programs use your tax receipts 
for handouts—subsidies, grants, loan 
guarantees, and many other devices to 
benefit wealthy parties—even billionaires—
and the companies they own and run. It was 
published in August by Post Hill Press. 

This is the second book written by Harvey 
and Conyers. In 2016, their collaboration, 
The Human Cost of Welfare: How the System 
Hurts the People It's Supposed to Help, was 
published by ABC-CLIO, an academic 
publisher in California. 

Harvey and Conyers are colleagues at DKT 
Liberty Project, an organization founded by 
Harvey to promote individual liberty against 
encroachment by all levels of government. 
He is chairman of DKT International, 
a non-profit family planning and AIDS 
prevention organization he founded in 1989 
and president of Adam & Eve, a mail order 
business he founded in 1971 as part of his 
master’s thesis in family planning at the 
University of North Carolina. VN

PANDEMIC PASSION PROJECT RESULTS IN 
RE-IMAGINED BACKYARD

Like 
many 
of us 

during the 
pandemic, 
Gabby 
Rojas and 
Mike Coan 
of Froude 
Circle found 
themselves 
looking for 

ways to make their home more comfortable 
as they started spending most of their 
time there. They decide to reimagine their 
backyard, which was overgrown with weeds, 
to make it a more inviting and tranquil space 
for them to relax in.

The initial small pond they installed ignited 
a passion and they kept going. They added a 
second pond, which they stocked with fish 
and crayfish, built waterfalls, a firepit, and 
a covered patio. They installed lighting so 
they can enjoy their hard work in the dark 
too. They even redid the first pond based on 

BY LORETTA DEVERY INGALLS
Village News Content Editor

everything they had learned along the way. 
They said the ponds attract frogs to hang out, 
counting 20 of them so far.

With Gabby furloughed and Mike working 
from home, they opted to do all the work 
themselves, from design to construction. 
They learned how to install the water 
features by watching YouTube videos. They 
made trips to Tri-State Stone on Seven Locks 
Rd. and used wheelbarrows to haul the stone 
through the narrow walkway that leads from 

the front of their 
house to the 
backyard.

Though they are 
still thinking of 
ways to add to 
their backyard 
oasis, they also 
want to take 
their passion to 
a new level and 
start a business. 
Gabby’s parents 
and former CJ 
residents Tom 
and Marie Rojas 
who now live in 
Poolesville are 
their lucky first 
customers. VN
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-
4280. 

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953.

COMPUTER SERVICES. 
DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized 
computer and electronic services 
to area residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new PC setups, virus 
and spyware removal, networking 
and training. In person, 
remote and telephone support 
are available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-pc.
com or call Jim at 202.841.0873.

PET CARE - BEST IN THE 
AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick 
ups/drop offs for daycare and 
boarding services.

Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and 
your furry family!

RENTAL AVAILABLE
Cabin John 2 BR/2Ba attached 
cottage. $2600+utilities. call/
text 202-236-5771. Available 
1.1.2021

VIRTUAL BODY SCULPTING 
CLASSES
Renowned Clara Barton Body 
Sculpting classes have moved to 
Zoom during COVID. Classes 
consist of warm-up, cardio, 
strength and conditioning 
with light weights, balance, 
and flexibility training. Men 
and women are welcome and 
classes are tailored for all levels 
of physical ability and age. Next 
session runs Jan. 5 - March 
30 on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings from 9:15 to 10 am. 
A total of 29 classes for $250.  
Contact Julietrodmanrd@
gmail.com or 301-385-3488, 
for more information or you 
are welcome to try a current 
class for free.  Our mission is to 
provide excellent workouts and 
keep Cabin John Strong! Juliet 
Rodman RDN, NBC-HWC, 
Senior Fitness Specialist

To place AN AD in the Village News 
classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.
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 Bethesda Coop 
      AAllll  aarree  WWeellccoommee!!  

  JINGLE BELLS 

    AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 BE WELL 

GOOD WILL TO ALL 
  PEACE ON EARTH 

  MERRY EVERYTHING 

 CALL YOUR MOM 

 
STOP BY FOR LOW-KEY 

HOLIDAY SHOPPING  
 

Thoughtful Gifts  Goodies Galore 
Holiday Cards   Calendars  Candy 

Ornaments  Books  Candles 
Incredible Wine & Beer  

Gourmet Groceries & Cheese   

   KISS THE KIDS 

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

DEC
13

SANTA VISITS CJ 
ON A FIRETRUCK! 

BEST WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY & SAFE 

HOLIDAY SEASON!
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From goody bags strung on clothes lines to train delivery by Bob Krathe 
of Cabin Rd., the community got creative to make trick or treating safe this 
Halloween. See page 1 for story and more photos on page 3.


