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MONTGOMERY PARKS WILL FOCUS ON
RENATURALIZATION AROUND CREEK TRAIL
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Instead, they will focus on renaturalizing
the area around the old trail consistent with
its designation as a “Best Natural Area” due
to its “high quality mixed oak and mixed
deciduous forest communities” and “plant
diversity with locally uncommon species.”
The compromise came at the end of a twohour meeting with Bob Turnbull, the natural
surface trail manager who oversaw the
construction of the new 1.3-mile forest trail,
which runs from the trailhead in the park by
the one-lane bridge—where the meeting was

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President
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R

esponding to community concerns,
Montgomery Parks has agreed to stop
moving “dead fall” trees to block the
old Cabin John Creek Trail now that the new
forest trail is completed.

In Search of MAY
CJCA2017
Officers for October
Election

T

he pandemic has pushed back the
election of Cabin John Citizens
Association officers this year from
May to October.

Bob Turnbull, natural surface trail manager,
meets with concerned residents.

held—to Seven Locks Rd. at Cypress Grove
Lane.
Close to 40 people, primarily CJ residents
along with others from the Glen Echo and
Bannockburn neighborhoods, gathered
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Since we will not be able to hold our
traditional CJCA meetings through at least
early 2021, we will hold an election via
email or Zoom meeting in late October.
(Notification will go out on the CJCA
listserv.) The term for this election will be
through May 2021.
While the majority of our current officers
are willing to continue on during these
unprecedented times, we have a number
of open officer slots and a general need for
CJCA volunteers.
Perhaps the pandemic has raised your
appreciation for Cabin John, and you would
like to give back to the community? Maybe
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

AN ERROR OF
OMISSION

GENERAL ELECTION
VOTING
By Pete Cousté
Learn more about the new approach to General Election voting on page 4.
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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Cabin John Citizens Association
www.cabinjohn.org
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818
CJCA PRESIDENT
Susan Shipp | jsjshipp3@verizon.net
CJCA OFFICERS

VP for Activities | Irena Bojanova | ibojanova@gmail.com
VP for Advocacy | Greg Pawlson | gpawlson@gmail.com
VP for Advocacy | Charlotte Troup-Leighton | troupleighton@gmail.com
VP for Community Outreach | Nancy Russell | nc3russell@yahoo.com
VP for Community Outreach | Stephanie Lai | laifamily2002@gmail.com
VP for Communications | Marcy Harrison | marcyharrison@earthlink.net
Secretary | Meredith Griggs | mmgriggs@gmail.com
Treasurer | Bob Walsh | rjwalshjr@gmail.com
Editor, cabinjohn.org | Robin Sidel | rsidel@gmail.com

NEXT CJCA MEETING: TBD, 7:30 PM
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An Error of Omission

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB EPSTEIN

Last month, in the story I
wrote about our wonderfully
redesigned CabinJohn.org
website, I made a terrible
blunder. I forgot to thank Bob
Epstein of Arden Rd. for the use
of the phenomenal photo he
took of Cabin John community
members on the Cabin John
Bridge. To me it's an iconic
image that captures both the
uniqueness of place and the
esprit de corps that makes our
community so special.
I remember when the photo
was taken, in the fall of 2001.
We had moved into the
neighborhood in July and our
daughter was born a month
later. We read in The Village
News that there would be a party
Nov. 17 to celebrate the reopening of the one-lane bridge,
which had been shut down for
several months for repairs.
As the photo will attest, the
weather was glorious. In
typical Cabin John fashion,
there was a low-key parade,

a ribbon-cutting ceremony,
and refreshments. Jeff and I,
with Jackie in her stroller, were
swept along with the crowd
to stand on the bridge for this
photograph to be taken.
At the time, we only knew a
handful of Cabin John families,
and they had not come out for
this event. At that moment,
standing in the midst of the
welcoming crowd, is when I
started to fall a little bit in love
with this community.
We have a framed copy of Bob’s
picture hanging in our house.
It makes me exceedingly happy
to have it on the homepage of
the Cabin John website. I hope
when you take a look at it, you
will pause to consider all that
the image says about our home.
So, thank you Bob for capturing
a beautiful image of an iconic
structure and a window into the
community of Cabin John.

Susan Shipp

CJCA President
To read a 2001 Washington Post story about the Cabin John Bridge, go
to http://www.cabinjohn.org and look for the link in the online version
of the item.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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during this housebound time, you’ve found
more flexibility in your schedule? Possibly
you just want to stop having to read pleas for
volunteers from the CJCA president?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Whatever your motivation, please act on
it and contact Susan Shipp at jsjshipp3@
verizon.net or by phone at 202-297-8718 to
talk about how you can volunteer in service
to your community.
The CJCA needs help with everything
from activity planning (What kind of CJ
celebration do we want to have when we
can finally put the pandemic behind us?!)
and welcoming new neighbors (There have
been at least 16 homes sold in the past year
or so.) to communications (The Village
News needs writers and a business manager)
and advocacy. (The CJCA is engaged in
combating airplane noise, preserving Moses
Hall & Cemetery, and a myriad of issues tied
to the state’s Beltway expansion plans.)

CREEK TRAIL
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n
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CJCA OFFICER ELECTION

The Cabin John Citizens Association
needs you and your talents!
Election in October.
Term through May 2021
WWW.CABINJOHN.ORG

There is an opportunity to get involved no
matter what your interests are! The time
commitment can be minimal, and there is
often flexibility about when the work can be
done.
Hope to hear from many of you soon.

VN

with masks to share their concerns about
everything from the destruction of the
more than 50-year-old creek trail and the
possible dangers of walkers with young kids
or leashed dogs having to share a trail with
“high speed” mountain bikers, to the need
to rein in overuse and to protect rare plant
species that are disappearing from the area.
Another 15 or so people weighed in by
email, with the vast majority expressing their
support for the creek trail. Turnbull made it
clear that Montgomery Parks has to balance
park use with natural resource management
goals of having ecologically healthy and
biologically diverse natural areas. He said it
would be inconsistent with park policy for
there to be two park-maintained trails in a
park the size of this section of Cabin John
Stream Valley Park.
However, he also pointed out that the
public is allowed to go anywhere it wants in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

All are Welcome!

Bethesda Coop

FRESH & PRODUCE

NATURAL & GOURMET GROCERIES FRESH PRODUCE

STOP BY FOR LOW-KEY
COMFORTABLE SHOPPING
We are now Open
Monday-Sunday 8-8
We hope You & your Family

are Healthy & Strong

CBD IN MANY FORMATS

GRAB & GO DELI

GREAT WINE & BEER SELECTION

FIREHOOK BROWNIES

FRESH BAGUETTE

CHEESE & CHARCUTERIE

Visit www.bethesdacoop.org 301 320-2530
September 2020 ⏐ The Village News
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A New Approach to General Election Voting
BY PETE COUSTÉ
CJ Resident and Precinct Judge

D

ue to the COVID-19 pandemic,
voting in the 2020 Presidential
General Election will be quite
different from past elections. For one, the
Clara Barton Community Center, Cabin
John’s traditional polling place, will be closed
this year.
Instead, CJ residents who want to vote in
person on election day, Nov. 3, will find the
closest Election Day Voting Center to be
at Walt Whitman High School on Whittier
Boulevard.
However, the Maryland State Election Board
is recommending that all eligible voters “Stay
Safe, Stay Home and Vote by Mail.”
Unlike for the June primaries, the state will
not automatically send you a ballot. Voters

submit an application requesting a
Vote-By-Mail ballot before Oct. 20.
Many Cabin Johners have automatically
received the official self-addressed state
application for a Vote-By-Mail ballot.
If you did not receive the application,
you can request a Vote-By-Mail ballot
online by texting VBM to 77788
to receive an application link or by
going online to Voter Registration
and Mail-in Ballot Request (https://
voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/
OnlineVoterRegistration/VoterType).
The state not only wants you to vote by
mail, they want you to vote early!

The ballot drop boxes will be under 24-hour
surveillance and will be opened and emptied for final
counting only by poll workers, one Republican and
one Democratic, according to Montgomery County’s
board of elections.

People who submit an application for a
mail-in ballot, should receive their ballot
by early October. Election officials strongly
recommend that you return completed
Vote-By-Mail ballots no later than October

27—either by mail or by using one of the 40
ballot drop boxes that will be placed around
the county.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Home has never been more important.
We are staying home to slow the spread of COVID-19, but there are circumstances where sellers
need to sell. So how are we adapting?
-

E-signing all required documents
Video tours created for enhanced marketing
Virtual open houses and virtual Broker pricing
‘FaceTime’ buyer showings
Other safety protocols (masks, gloves)

#WydlerBrothers #TreatYouLikeFamily #WhatDayIsIt

Eric W. Brooks
REALTOR ®
Licensed in MD, DC, and VA
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com
Compass is a licenses real estate brokers that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1313 14th Street NW, Washington,
DC 20005 | 202.386.6330
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GEN. ELECTION VOTING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

ADDITIONAL USEFUL VOTING-RELATED ONLINE LINKS
To quickly use the links that are mentioned in the story and below, go to CabinJohn.org.

TAKE CARE WHEN COMPLETING
YOUR BALLOT
Your ballot mailing will include:
 Instructions for casting your vote
 The ballot
 An oath you must sign, date, and return 		
with your ballot
 A pre-paid, self-addressed envelope to
submit your ballot
Election officials recommend that you use
black or blue ballpoint pen to fill out your
ballot. DO NOT use pencil, marker, or
crayon. Fill out the ovals completely, while
staying between the lines. Avoid excess
markings. Remember to sign and date the
voter oath.
Another option for early voting is to vote inperson at one of the 11 early voting centers
in the county. Early voting will be available
from Monday, Oct. 26 through Nov. 2,
between the hours of 7:00 am and 8:00 pm.
The early voting center closest to Cabin John
will be at the Potomac Community Center
on Falls Rd. Ballot drop boxes also will be
located at each of the early voting centers.
Masks will be required to enter all voting
centers.
County voters may vote at any of the voting
centers in the county. Go online to the
Montgomery County Board of Elections
website (see box) for the complete list of
early and election day voting centers and
answers to other voting questions. VN

More information on voting in
November:

 League of Women Voters:
https://www.vote411.org/

 https://voterservices.elections.maryland.
gov/

Check that your vote was counted:

 https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
Elections/ FrequentlyAskedQuestions/
faqs.html
 https://www.vote411.org/maryland
Check your voter registration:
 www.voterservices.elections.maryland.
gov/votearsearch or
 text CHECK to 77788

You can see the status of your mail-in
ballot online using the Maryland Voter
Search Look Up tool:
 https://voterservices.elections.maryland.
gov/votersearch
Montgomery County Board of Elections
Frequently Asked Questions:
 https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
Elections/FrequentlyAskedQuestions/
faqs-general-2020.html.

What’s on the ballot:
 Official Sample Ballots:
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.
gov/votersearch

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”

September 2020 ⏐ The Village News
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LOCAL NATURE
Beware the Wintercreeper
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

A

beginning naturalist’s pop-quiz:
Wintercreeper. Does the name
refer to:

A) a forest bird that overwinters in the
northern hemisphere, maneuvering up and
down the tree trunks in search of insects
hiding under the bark?
B) a derogatory epithet for a birder who
moves too slowly on the fast-paced
Christmas Bird Count?
C) an invasive alien ground cover from
China threatening our native forests and
gardens?
If you have been following the themes for
this year’s columns, you will know that the
correct answer must be “C.” We are nearing
the last of the tales of the dirty dozen or so
alien invasive plant species that threaten our
natural habitats.
One of the worst of these invasives is also,
perversely, one of the most attractive,
which partly explains its broad reach.
Wintercreeper, also called Fortune’s spindle,
is a spreading vine native to China that was
first brought to the U.S. around 1907.
Cultivated as a garden favorite for the bright
purple undersides of its leaves and its rapid
growth as a ground cover, horticulturalists

created lots of variants. Some sport goldenedged foliage or white trimmed margins.
Over the decades, a horticulturist’s delight
has become an ecologist’s nightmare.

routinely climb up trunks to strangle trees.
And when sticking to the horizontal, it can
shade out any living ground plant that lies in
its way.

Wintercreeper is one of our fastest growing
invasive plants and can rapidly climb over
bare areas of the soil and penetrate deep into
the forest, even in areas of dense shade. Not
satisfied with an earthbound niche, the vines

Probably every gardener in Cabin John
has come upon wintercreeper. American
robins, attracted to their bright orange
seeds with fleshy arils attached, devour
the fruits and drop seeds in the garden.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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WINTERCREEPER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

So, no matter how vigilant you are in your
backyard weeding, every spring you can
find baby wintercreepers sprouting from
seed. Even more likely, if you fail to pull out
the entire root system when you yank out
wintercreeper, it will return to say hello next
spring.
Wintercreeper is not just a Maryland
phenomenon; it is considered a serious
invasive across the Eastern U.S. and ranges
far into the Midwest and south to Texas.
Wintercreeper belongs to the same genus,
Euonymus, as strawberry bush, the native
shrub that, in my last column, I encouraged
local landscapers to plant in place of Leyland
cypress. All members of the genus have the

same attractive types of fruits and bright
green leaves, but we want to see strawberry
bush flourish in our neighborhood to feed
our local birds because it is native and not
destructive of the local ecology.
To round out other members of the genus
Euonymus in our area, we also have wahoo
or burning-bush (E. atropurpureum) and
winged burning-bush (E. alatus). Both
of these species offer brilliant fall foliage,
especially winged burning-bush, which turns
a vivid pinkish purple. When the leaves are
turning, you can spot winged burning-bush
along the towpath. When sunlight backlights
the foliage of the non-native winged
burning-bush, it is among the most beautiful

in nature. China is its native habitat; here it is
just another problem species, however lovely.
And beneath the winged burning-bush, its
companion interloper, wintercreeper, can
often be found growing in mats over the
floodplain forest of the Potomac.
I have yet to see wintercreeper climb up the
stems of winged burning-bush, but it would
be fitting ecological fable—one invasive
taking out the other. Let’s take them both out
but leave the wahoo, the strawberry bush,
and the native flora of our Potomac forests.
VN

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net
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County Needs Cabin Johners to Complete Airplane Noise Survey by Sept. 21

T

he county is asking Cabin John
residents and others who live in
communities under the flight paths
from Reagan National Airport (DCA) to
complete an airplane noise questionnaire to
help determine priorities for proposing new
arrival and departure procedures.
Participants have until Sept. 21 to complete
the survey, which can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/airplane-noise-survey

The survey is part of a joint effort by
Arlington and Montgomery counties
to identify, evaluate, and propose ways
to reduce the impact of aircraft noise
on communities to the north of Reagan
Washington National Airport (DCA).
Earlier this year, the two counties hired a
consulting team to provide the technical
expertise to evaluate flight procedures and

noise exposure prior to and following the
Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA’s)
2015 implementation of its NextGen
procedures at DCA. As part of their study,
the consultants also will be developing
alternative flight procedures designed to
meet FAA criteria and mitigate airplane
noise in our communities.

© 2020 Anthony Wilder Design Build

John Cole Photography

As we all know, Cabin John has on average
more than 11,000 planes creating noise
overhead each month. It is very important
that our community's perspectives on this
noise be well represented in this survey.

While responses
are anonymous,
you will be asked to
put your zip code
in at the end of the
questionnaire.

Home is
where the heart is.
From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

ANTHONYWILDER.COM
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CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

NOISE SURVEY

PHOTO COURTESY OF REAGAN NATIONAL AIRPORT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Visit www.cabinjohn.org for links to study updates and to sign up for updates on FAA
developments and other airplane noise news from the Montgomery County Quiet
Skies Coalition. Remember to file Airplane Noise Complaints at https://tinyurl.com/
DCA-Noise-Complaint

While the consultants have been hired by
the two counties, they will be working with
DCA’s Community Noise Working Group,
which includes 15 members and their
alternates split evenly between Maryland,
Washington DC, and Virginia. Two CJ
residents, Bill Noonan and Susan Shipp, are
in their fourth year on the working group.
The goal of the noise working group is to
identify practical aircraft noise solutions and
make recommendations to the FAA.
Formed in fall of 2015, the DCA noise
working group has struggled to engage the
FAA in any meaningful action to mitigate
airplane noise on the ground despite
putting forward 18 recommendations for
the agency’s consideration. The technical

expertise provided
by the consultants is
expected to ensure
the FAA's ability
to act on any new
working group
recommendations that
come out of this joint
county-sponsored
effort. VN

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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CABIN JOHN SPEAKS OUT ON BELTWAY EXPANSION IMPACTS
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

T

he Cabin John Citizens Association
and two CJ residents testified Sept.
3 at a virtual hearing to provide
comments on the possible environmental
impacts of Governor Hogan’s massive plan
to expand I-495 and I-270 using variablepricing toll lanes.
This was one of six public hearings collecting
oral comments on the 19,000-page draft
environmental impact statement for the
project. Speakers were given three minutes
for their statements.
Charlotte Troup Leighton of Cypress Grove
Lane spoke on behalf of the Evergreen
community, which backs up to the Beltway.
There are 27 homes on Cypress Grove Lane,
and a number of them would be directly
impacted as the expansion plan is currently
defined.

In addition to expressing general concern
about the project being ill-conceived and
fiscally irresponsible, Charlotte raised
very specific issues with the lack of detail
in the plan when it comes to stormwater
management, the effectiveness and
placement of noise barriers, and the harmful
effects on the neighborhood of living
through years of construction.
Charlotte also expressed opposition to a
flyover access ramp that looks to be located
on part of the Moses Hall & Cemetery
property, which is also off Cypress Grove
Lane.
Kara Cunzeman, also of Cypress Grove Lane,
spoke to some of the same issues. “We ask
that a more detailed plan be put together
that mitigates negative consequences
to our properties, local wildlife, and
the environment during and after the

construction,” she said.
Kara also called the plan a “complete failure
of innovation” that does not address the root
of the congestion problem and contributes to
climate change.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Check us out on Facebook
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the
principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.
Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your
convenience.
We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard
maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your
home.
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BELTWAY EXPANSION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Speaking on behalf of the Cabin John
community, CJCA President Susan Shipp
said it stands with the Evergreen families
in opposition to property takings and
the flyover access ramp. She also stressed
the need for effective noise barriers and
stormwater management.
She also said it is unacceptable that the
Moses Hall & Cemetery property, including
grave locations, are identified as “adversely
impacted” by the expansion plans.
Susan’s testimony raised a number of
concerns about the projected traffic impacts
both during construction and in the longer
term. Traffic analysis in the 19,000-page draft
environmental impact statement indicates
that both River Road and the Clara Barton
Parkway will see a greater than 10% increase
in delay with managed lanes on I-495. She
also noted the lack of documented impacts
on Cabin John’s local roads, including
Persimmon Tree, Seven Locks Rd., and

CREEK TRAIL
MacArthur Blvd.
She said, “The impacts to these roads
must be thoroughly evaluated in the final
EIS and mitigation incorporated through
improvements to these roadways and
policies to reduce their levels of traffic
congestion.”
The CJCA, Evergreen neighborhood, and
Friends of Moses Hall and Cemetery will
now shift their focus to putting together
more extensive written comments, which
must be submitted by Nov. 9. If there are
community members willing to help with
this effort, please contact Charlotte Troup
Leighton or Susan Shipp.
Individual community members are also
encouraged to submit written statements.
VN

For information on how to submit written
testimony please see this story online at
CabinJohn.org. You will also find the complete
oral testimonies provided by Charlotte, Kara,
and Susan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

county parks, which meeting participants
understood to mean that the creek trail
could continue on as an unmaintained
footpath provided it continues to see regular
use. Turnbull did warn that it is unlawful for
the public to bring chainsaws, machetes, or
other tree and brush clearing equipment into
the park.
With the Aug. 31 installation of a bridge on
the new trail, the project is largely complete.
Turnbull said they still need to add signage
and blaze the new trail. They also need to
complete the three planned river access
points that will run from the new trail down
to the river. In light of the meeting, he said
they are looking to put in one or more
additional access points. He has promised
to share a map that includes the proposed
access points with the community.
Montgomery Parks is likely to start its
habitat rehabilitation efforts, which will
include planting seedlings, in November. VN

DID YOU KNOW?
When interest rates drop, the true impact on a
home buyer may be their buying power. A 1%
drop can mean a difference in buying power of at
least $25,000 depending on purchase price.
“Living in Cabin John for over 30
years I’m invested in the success of
selling homes here.”

Rachelle Cherol | REALTOR®
Licensed in Maryland and DC
C: (301) 379-5013
O: (301) 907-7600
Bethesda Gateway Office
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
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IN MEMORIAM: DANNY HARRIS

I

CJ call home. Humans and dogs
alike also knew there would
always be a wave and a jar of
treats waiting for anyone passing
by.

As his spirit left his body just
after midnight, a deer passed by
soundlessly and the owls hooted
in chorus behind his house.
Jupiter and Saturn sat in the
western sky while Mars shined
down on us from the east.

We have lost our handsome
and proud WW2 vet, gardener
extraordinaire, animal
whisperer, honorary mayor and
friend to all. He taught many of
us how to be a good and kind
steward to this earth that we
all share. I am honored to have
known him.

Danny, at 95, continued to do
his daily squats and build the
birdhouses that many birds in

The loss of Danny and Margaret
has left a large hole in our street.
We have big shoes to fill... VN

t is with great sadness that
I share the news of Danny's
passing on August 24, only
a month after losing his wife
Margaret. He was comfortable
and at peace.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH CAHILL

BY SARAH CAHILL
Contributing Writer

VN

Clara Barton Community Center
BUT NOT AT CBCC
CBCC is closed until 2021, including
ELECTION DAY, November 3, 2020
For details on your voting options, see the article in this Village News
Or go to www.montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections and select FAQs

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
Center closed during COVID-19 crisis. For updates go to montgomerycountymd.gov
or email CBCC director Barry Jones at Barry.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000
www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

AUG - SEPT 2020
ACTIVE:

BR

FB

GAR

SQ. FT.

$998,000

4

3

No

2,192

6916 Seven Locks Rd.

$1,425,000

5

3.5

No

3,892

6521 79th St.

$1,899,000

5

4.5

Yes

5,618

$529,900

2

1

No

806

6401 81st St.

LIST PRICE

UNDER CONTRACT:
21 Froude Circle

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
F lu e n t i n
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
vneditorial@gmail.com.

Glen Echo Park Partnership
Galleries to Reopen in
September

G

len Echo Park Partnership for
Arts and Culture reopened its
partnership galleries in early
September after several months of closure
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As stayat-home orders were instituted throughout
Montgomery County and the State of
Maryland in March, the Partnership
closed all exhibition venues until further
notice. Now, with the phased reopening
of Montgomery County, they are able to
accommodate a limited number of visitors in
the galleries.
For the health and safety of the public and
staff, access to the exhibitions will comply
with CDC and local COVID-19 guidelines,
which currently require face coverings and
limit the number of visitors that can be in
each gallery at one time. Visitors can expect
possible wait times of up to 10 minutes to
enter a gallery. To minimize contact, sales
will be made by credit or debit card only.
September exhibitions present dynamic
work in all three spaces: Popcorn Gallery,
Stone Tower Gallery, and Park View Gallery.

14

www.cabinjohn.org ⏐ September 2020

Back to School Photos and Thoughts
Going back to school looks a
bit different this year for
kids throughout our
neighborhood, but we’d
still love to see your back
to school photos!
Please share your photos
of your kids, whether
they are smiling with
their backpacks, sitting
in their virtual learning
setups, showing off their masks
for school, etc. If desired, a few lines

from the student(s) about what they like best
about virtual school, the “classroom”
they’ve created, or any other
thoughts may also be included.
Send photos, and thoughts
if you want, to vneditorial@
gmail.com no later than Sept.
29 for inclusion in the October
issue. Please include the names,
grades, and street(s) of everyone
in the photo with your submission.
VN

THRIFT STORE IN ROCKVILLE HELPS PLANET
AND PEOPLE
Still have old
clothes and
household items
that you’ve cleared
out of closets,
but not donated?
Or maybe you
are completing
a bigger house
makeover and
have furniture
that needs a new
home?

PHOTO COURTESY OF PLANET AID THRIFT STORE

Neighbors suggest bringing your donations
to the Planet Aid Thrift Store at 5520
Randolph Road, one block off Rockville Pike.
The thrift store is likely to keep some items
for resale in the thrift
store as they have
a huge showroom
of color-organized
apparel. They also
sell furniture, bikes,
wheelchairs, toys,
and other household
items. If you have
furniture to donate,
schedule furniture
pick-up by calling
443-251-2053.

In addition to accepting tax deductible items
in good condition for resale, Planet Aid
collects torn and worn clothes for recycling.
One major objective of the Elkridge, MDbased organization is to keep textiles out of
landfills. Plant Aid uses the money earned
from the sale of used clothing to help fund
sustainable development projects in some
dozen countries around the world.
Planet Aid is best known for bright yellow
collection bins it has placed throughout the
DMV. Items placed in the bins are also either
sorted by Planet Aid or bundled and sold to
third party recyclers. VN

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

MHIC 39468

PET CARE - BEST IN THE

Day Care since 1991. References

AREA.

available. Call Siew. 301-320-

YOUR PET WILL THANK

4280.

YOU!
We provide:

240-498-1803
www.go1stchoice.com

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family

Insured

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING

• Daily walks

Midday walks to keep your pets

• Play dates/Daycare

happy and healthy. Many happy

• Boarding at my home

Cabin John and Carderock pet

• Pet sitting at yours

owners and their pets will happily
give their recommendations. Call

We also provide daily pick

Carolyn 240-204-2953.

ups/drop offs for daycare and
boarding services.

COMPUTER SERVICES.

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

DC/PC Computer Support

Many neighborhood references.

offers friendly, personalized

www.licksandleashes.net

computer and electronic services

Owner: Lauren Nicholas

to area residents. Services include

Cell: 808-286-6556

maintenance, repairs, upgrades,

I cannot wait to meet you and

tune-ups, new PC setups, virus

your furry family!

and spyware removal, networking
and training. In person,
remote and telephone support
are available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about
our services email support@dc-pc.

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Single Rooms
to Large Suites
Floor plans online.

com or call Jim at 202.841.0873.
ISO PT GROUNDS KEEPER/
GARDENER
Tasks: watering, gardening,
repairs for small townhouse
development in Cabin John.
No lawn mowing or major
repairs. 10 to 25 hours/
month. Reply to mphoacj@

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

gmail.com with description of
relevant experience and general
availability (hours/days).

To place AN AD in the Village News
classifieds contact Business Manger at
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

www.garrett-smith.com
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Inside this Issue...
CJCA Officer Election

1

CJ Trail Renaturalization

1

A New Approach to Gen Election Voting

4

Local Nature: Beware the Wintercreeper

6

Airplane Noise Survey

8

CJ Speaks Out on Beltway Impacts

10
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

OCT
For the October Village News:

Seeking Back to School Photos
and Thoughts
Show and tell us how your virtual
start to the school year is going.
Send us your submissions no later
than Sept. 29.
Details on page 14.

ALL EVENTS

CANCELED

