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What You Need to Know to Make Your Vote Count!

MAY 2017
SEEKING SUBMISSIONS
FOR LOCAL TALENT
SECTION OF NEW
DIRECTORY

BY PETE COUSTE
CJ Resident and Precinct Judge

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Historic Vote-By-Mail Presidential
Primary Underway

F
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or the first time in history, Marylanders
will vote by snail mail. Governor Larry
Hogan ratified a Vote-By-Mail election
plan in an April 10 emergency proclamation
“to reduce the spread of COVID-19.”
Maryland is a closed primary state, which
means voters in the primary vote only for the
candidates that match your party affiliation.
For registered Cabin Johners voters who
have declared a party affiliation, in addition
to voting for your party’s presidential

ork on the 2020 Cabin John
Directory is proceeding, and
it’s time to collect Local Talent
submissions.

candidate, this primary includes candidates
for the U.S. Congress, county circuit court
judge, the county board of education and
delegates to your party’s national convention.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The 2015 directory included Cabin John
residents who work as architects, insurance
agents, public notaries and yoga instructors,
Other services listed were childcare, graphic
design, landscaping, photography, and
remodeling.
So if you have a talent or service you want to
list in the 2020 directory, send an email with
your name, talent, phone number, and email
to cjdirectory2020@gmail.com.
IN SEARCH OF UPDATED CONTACT
INFORMATION

PHOTO: COURTESY OF SUSAN SHIPP

Roughly half of the 750 CJ households still
need to update their contact information.

Danny Harris, a Cabin John resident for 64 years, turned 95 on May 2! With his wife
Margaret by his side, Danny watches as Caraway and 81st Street neighbors parade by
offering their well wishes. Mindful of the need for social distancing, parade organizers
carefully scripted how families would line up and made sure groups were at least 10 feet
apart. For more about Danny and parade photos, see page 12.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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BY JUDITH BELL
CJ Resident
After 60 days of stay-athome orders, are your coping
strategies beginning to feel
the strain?

the block. Or perhaps you have
a nagging practical task that
you’d just like to discuss with a
knowledgeable neighbor.

aybe seasonal chores
are about to outstrip
your ability to do
them all. With all this rain, it is
almost impossible to keep up
with the weeds in the garden or
the grass that seems to double
in height overnight. Getting
necessities from the grocery
or drugstore may be a bit of
a stretch. Even the dog could
really use an extra stroll around

Help is just around the corner,
literally! There are more than 50
Cabin Johnners — the Neighbor2-Neighbor volunteers — ready
to lend a hand. To be paired
with someone who can help
you with your chore, please
contact N2N by phone at
301-799-4550, or by email at
4cjn2n@gmail.com. VN
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NEIGHBOR-2-NEIGHBOR IS
HERE FOR YOU!
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Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468

www.go1stchoice.com

Insured

VOTE BY MAIL PRIMARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Under the state’s vote-by-mail plan, election
officials began mailing ballots to some four
million active registered voters in early May.
Everyone should receive their ballots by
mid-May. Election officials are encouraging
voters to mail in completed ballots by
May 25.
Want to make sure your vote counts?
Consider the following:
HOW TO GET A BALLOT
The board of elections is automatically
mailing ballots to all active registered voters
to the address on file. You do not need to ask
for a ballot to receive one.
However, voters who have moved, who
are temporarily away from home, or who
have not received a ballot by Friday, May
15 should visit Maryland State Board of
Elections at https://voterservices.elections.
maryland.gov/VoterSearch or text CHECK

to 77788 to verify their information and
request a ballot.

Online: https://voterservices.elections.
maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration

CHECK YOUR REGISTRATION

Call the 24-hour voter hotline: 240-777VOTE

It takes less than 30 seconds to check.
Election officials recommend you doublecheck your registration to confirm your
address and party affiliation and ensure that
you get the proper ballot mailed to your
current location.

Download an application: https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/Elections
[English, Spanish, Chinese, Korean]
MARKING YOUR BALLOT
Your ballot mailing will include instructions
for casting your vote, the ballot, an oath you
must sign, and a pre-paid, self-addressed
envelope to submit your ballot. Your ballot
should match your declared party affiliation.

Everything you need to know about this
“Vote By Mail” election is available online at
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/
VoterSearch or on smartphones: Text the
word “Check” to # 777-88.
REGISTER TO VOTE
You can register to vote or update your
registration 24 hours a day, seven days a
week online or by phone. You must register
by May 27 to vote in the June 2 election. You
will be asked to provide some information so
election officials can verify your identity.
There are three ways to register or update
your registration:

Election officials recommend that you use
black or blue ballpoint pen to fill out your
ballot. Do NOT use pencil, marker, or
crayon. Fill out the ovals completely and
stay between the lines. Avoid excess pen
markings. Remember to sign and date the
voter oath.
The state board of elections said a “small
number of newly registered voters” might
need to provide ID with their completed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Single Rooms
to Large Suites
Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com
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CJ LIFE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS
The coronavirus pandemic has changed everyone's lives in ways both minor and profound. CJ residents were asked to submit thoughts on their
24/7 life in Cabin John during these unprecedented times. Like Cabin John itself, the responses were eclectic, optimistic, beautiful, and dog
friendly! We know you'll enjoy your neighbors' works as much as we did. Look for more submissions in the June issue and feel free to share your
thoughts, artwork, poems and photos. Submissions may be emailed to vneditorial@gmail.com up until June 1.
Stay Safe, Loretta and Noelle, Village News Editors

MY DESIRE
Deep down in the dark forest
Deep down in the dark, dark woods lies a voice

Walking in the woods
Enjoying foxes all around
Birds chirping to the wind

Napping. I’ve perfected the scratch and fluff
technique.

The voice leaves all to be entranced
Not even the cunning coyotes escape its spirit
The savage wolves lay like puppies
Humans lie in its wake

I have a great notion of one that is in motion for
me to be free
BY MANISHVAR MANIMARAN
of Archbold Terrace
(3rd grader at Bannockburn Elementary)

I wonder now…

For in the woods of yonder there is so much to
learn
The rivers and streams need power not to fall in
its hold

IN THE TIME OF ONE

Water leaps like horses
Storms tickle the earth
Trees sway dancing to the voice
The wind is motionless not even a breeze
All are entranced
The voice is untold secrets
Enchanted with my desire to be free

I open my eyes, then they do.
I yawn and stretch. Then they do.
I say, “Ten more minutes.”
They sigh.

I sniff the fresh air and rush out to beat the trash
and recycling guys.

I’m alone with dogs now. I require a meal twice
a day that is crunchy and has a bit of moisture,
hence popcorn and tuna.

I look around for someone to toss a ball with: a
pitiful plea.

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

Do I make whimpering sounds as I dream?
Do my legs run?
Do I curl up like a puppy? Nestle my chin against
my belly?

They are alone with me now.
BY MAUREEN MCNULTY
of Thorne Road

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”

landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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CJ LIFE IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS
VERA REUBLINGER
of Tomlinson Terrace
Living in Cabin John is a gift. Because of
that, it can be given to others in their time
of need. Jean and Greg’s daughter and
son-in-law were enjoying their lives in
Brooklyn until it became the epicenter of
the coronavirus. They were symptom-free
and wanted to stay that way; practicing
social distancing in the epicenter might
not be enough. With their car loaded to
the proverbial gills and including a friend
and two dogs, they made the trek to Cabin
John. At the same time, we made the trek to
Lake Anna to give them the opportunity to
quarantine for the required 14 days. That was
more than a month ago; they are sheltering
in place in Cabin John while we are doing
the same in Lake Anna.
And speaking of gifts; our Cabin John
shelterers have improved the lighting and
shelving in the refrigerator; wired the entire
house for sound and set up an exercise area.
All this without leaving them a to-do list!

Every day the news feeds on our cell phones
bring new tallies of those who have the
disease as well as those who have succumbed
to it. Perhaps the best way to acknowledge
and honor them is for us to stay as healthy
as possible to be able to carry on the
traditions of Cabin John including helping
those in need.

with, I have plenty to do, and plenty of
procrastination over those same things that
we always procrastinate over. My dining
room table has been the staging ground for
filing or destroying all those papers that
seem to accumulate via some sort of off-thechart birth rate all their own. A project that I
tackle in small chunks.

NICKI WRIGHT
of 79th Street

During this time I have learned how to
use Zoom as a way to stay in contact with
the Cabin John Coffee Group. I learned
how to use my phone to pay for purchases
minimizing the need to touch surfaces and
hauled out my sewing machine to make
masks for family. I shop at The Market and
the Co-op in hopes of keeping them in
business and was sorry when Sal’s and Wild
Tomato closed.

A COVID-19 Life
To say that life has changed is certainly an
understatement. To say that life will never be
the same depends on the family. I have been
spared the tragedy of losing a loved one, but
I have worried about my 89-year-old mother,
my 67-year-old brother, his nurse daughter
and older relatives with health issues. I
am no spring chicken, but I have been
very careful when going out and have not
worried about myself while doing my own
grocery shopping.
Like most people that I have talked

Life is different, but I am happy to be alive,
have enough food, a neighborhood to walk
in and family that is safe and healthy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Clara Barton Community Center
“Wait Until It Stops”
The sign in the picture can’t be referring to our
current shutdown, but it too will stop at some point,
and soon thereafter this and other large, beautiful
framed photographs of local scenes, taken in the
1920s era, will start appearing on CBCC’s walls.
Friends of Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC),
CBCC staff, and the MoCo Dept. of Recreation are
working with Cabin John professional framer Ritch
Kepler to restore the pictures.
So, stay healthy and fit, and come take a look at the
photos when the shutdown stops and we are
enjoying our community center again.

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910

Center closed during COVID-19 crisis. For updates go to montgomerycountymd.gov
or email CBCC director Barry Jones at Barry.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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CJ LIFE: STORIES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ANUPAM CHANDER
of 81st Street
We feel very lucky to be quarantined in
Cabin John. The spring has been full of
beautiful flowers. With less traffic in the area,
we have seen the red fox even venture into
our backyard. The birds are chirping in the
forest, and visiting our bird feeder. We finally
put up a second bird feeder made by Danny
Harris, the Honorary Mayor of Cabin John.
And soon we will put up a bird nesting box
made by him as well. If we need, the Co-op
carries groceries and even toilet paper!
COLIN DIXON
of 77th Street
We've met more neighbors in the last six
weeks than any other time since we moved
to Cabin John five years ago, and that's
saying something because we know quite a
few neighbors.
Our favorite quarantine story was during
a neighborhood walk this weekend, when

6
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we found a neighbor playing guitar on their
porch, and our kids immediately jumped off
their bikes, started dancing to the music, and
then even joined in ringing their bicycle bells
in time with the guitar.
MAUREEN MCNULTY
of Thorne Road
I lived here in Cabin John Gardens when I
was a year and a half old. My uncle lived here
too for many more years. I feel connected
to Defense Mapping, Touhey’s Bar, the CJ
Fire Department, Glen Echo and Trav’s. I
watched the Thanksgiving/Christmas parade
over my cherished one lane bridge - bands,
majorettes and dignitaries.
I played, as a youngster, in the dunes of soft
earth during the construction of the Clara
Barton Parkway by way of Froude Circle.
It was an endless expanse of happy. The
ball field in our park recreates the joy on
a dry hot day if I'm barefoot and use my
imagination.
Now I've been nurtured here again for
thirteen years, dwelling amongst my
memories. Everywhere I go flashes of

childhood catch my attention; sometimes a
floral scent, sometimes the taste of picnics,
or sounds of woodpeckers and children’s
laughter.
The river calls in high and low water; the
canal dry or teeming with languid remnants
of spring downpours, the banks a haven for
nesting blue jays and fishing heron.
The past month I felt the need to organize
paper, contact information and beneficiary
documents just in case my kids needed to
find them. I was disconnected. The task
accomplished, I turned to the exploding
process of spring at my patio door.

PHOTO BY TIM REHM



REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000
www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

APR - MAY 2020
ACTIVE:

LIST PRICE
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SQ. FT.

7809 Tomlinson Ave.

$1,100,000

4

3.5

2

3,528

6432 83rd Pl.

$1,199,000

4

4.5

2

3,386

6521 79th St.

$1,899,000

5

4.5

2

5,618

$1,100,000

4

3.5

1

3,655

COMING SOON:
6419 79TH St.

VN

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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LOCAL NATURE
A FRAGRANT INFILTRATOR
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

S

taying indoors much of these past
two months has probably led many
lockdowners to confront one of the
most foul-smelling creatures to invade the
United States in the past fifty years: the
brown marmorated stink bug. You have seen
them on your sofas and curtains. Maybe one
landed on your head while sitting in your
favorite chair, you crushed it inadvertently
with your hand, and it emitted a defensive
odor that would make you think twice before
disturbing another one. Originally from Asia
and first discovered in Pennsylvania in 1996,
this stink bug is now ubiquitous—present in
44 states.
Not just invasive bugs, but invasive plants
can smell foul, too. Growing in abundance
along the towpath is last month’s stinker, the
garlic mustard. Perhaps the worst smelling
among the local flora is the perfectly named
dead-nettle, a mint that reeks of dead animal
when the leaves are crushed. You can find it
in your garden or in any grass median along
a sidewalk. In fact, many mints, one of the
largest families of flowering plants with over
7000 species, smell rather “off.” Sure, the
mint family contains lovely cultivated plants
like lavender, thyme, and lemon-balm, but
most wild mints have a deep musky smell,
stemming from chemicals called secondary
compounds that likely evolved to avoid a
plant’s greatest threat—some large-mouthed
four-legged herbivore or a sap-sucking
insect. Native Americans took advantage of
this evolutionary adaptation of plants: they
learned to extract oil of pennyroyal, a native
mint, to repel biting insects. And then of
course, there is catnip, another mint, that
needs no introduction.
But there are also a multitude of more
insidious invasive plants that we are willing
to tolerate, or even cherish, because to us
they smell divine. At perhaps the top of
8
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the list of favorable
impressions is the
multi-flora rose (Rosa
multiflora). Originally
brought to the U.S.
from eastern Asia,
it is also called the
Japanese rose or, as the
Latin name implies,
the many-flowered
rose. It was considered
a valued ornamental
because its flowers
are larger and more
abundant than the
native roses, and it
offered value when
planted in hedgerows,
as fodder for livestock,
or to prevent soil
erosion.
Outside of the fragrant, or winter,
honeysuckle (Lonicera fragrantissima)
covered in a Local Nature column in
September 2013, there is no other invasive
plant with an aroma as intoxicating to
inhale as the perfume of multi-flora rose.
The experience is most profound, I’ve
found, when riding my bike along country
roads on the way to Poolesville or Sugarloaf
Mountain. This scrambling rosebush species
has taken a liking to road edges where
there is enough sun and moisture to meet
its needs.
So what’s there to dislike about a plant
species that smells like one we might
recommend for lining the passageway to
heaven? Especially one that is more fragrant
than virtually our entire native flora and
even more powerfully scented than our four
native wild-rose species: low pasture rose,
pasture rose, swamp rose, and climbing rose?
The answer is that a multi-flora rose is truly
invasive: it doesn’t behave like a valued guest
but takes over where it is not welcome. The
understory of our native forests is filling
up with this species, crowding out our
beautiful native wildflowers and shrubs.
There are sections of forest along the

towpath where multi-flora rose grows so
thick it outnumbers all other woody plants.
Hiking in shorts would be a bad idea, even
if there were no poison ivy around.
Birds and mammals eat the rose hips and
spread the seeds. Although clearly the
species is a food source, it prevents even
more nutritious plants like oak and hickory
trees, as well as rare and exquisite vegetation
like spring ephemerals, from getting a start.
And the only sure way to keep this plant in
check is to dig it out by the roots. As with
many other rose species, there are downward
curved thorns along the stems and branches
to dissuade you from attempting to restore
the ecological balance.
If we ever organize a Cabin John Invasive
Weed Removal Brigade, the multi-flora rose
I think should be among the first targets
for banishment, along with the plants this
column introduced this year: fig buttercup,
garlic mustard, and its neighbor, Japanese
knotweed. We should welcome human
immigrants to our shores—they enrich our
nation. The same cannot be said for invasive
plants that are allowed to destroy the
ecological balance and diversity of our flora.
VN

CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING: CANCELLED, NEXT MEETING DATE TBD BASED ON COMMUNITY CENTER OPENING

NEW DIRECTORY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

For the first time the directory will include,
if you chose, email addresses and cell phones
for each adult in the home. We need you to
respond even if there is no change in your
information from the 2015 directory.

SHARE YOUR TALENTS WITH CJ!

Please submit your household information
for your directory listing in one of the
following ways:

¡

Address of home, include unit number
if applicable.

¡

Home phone number, if it is to be listed

1) Fill out an online form on the Cabin John
website at: http://www.cabinjohn.org/cabinjohn-directory-enrollment-2020/

¡

First and last names of all adults to be
listed in the directory

¡

Any contact info (cell phone and/or
email) that each adult wants listed in
the directory

John Cole Photography

2) Send an email to CJDirectory2020@gmail.
com with the following information:

¡

Children's names, if they are to be listed

3) Send in the printed form you received in
the mail in March.
Email CJdirectory2020@gmail.com with any
questions or to find out how you can help
with this effort. VN

All are Welcome!

Bethesda Coop

© 2020 Anthony Wilder Design Build

NATURAL & GOURMET GROCERIES FRESH PRODUCE

Home is
where the heart is.

Hello Friends
As of Press Time we are Still Open
Tuesday-Sat.9-6 Sunday-Mon. 10-4
We hope You & your Family
GRAB&&strong
GO DELI
are healthy

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

From home repairs to renovations, we mind every detail.

GREAT WINE & BEER SELECTION

GIFTS FOR MOM!

CELEBRATE SPRING SEEDLINGS ARE IN!
ANTHONYWILDER.COM

3 0 1 . 9 0 7. 0 1 0 0

Visit www.bethesdacoop.org 301 320-2530
May 2020 ⏐ The Village News
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THEN AND NOW
A PIECE OF CABIN JOHN’S POST OFFICE HISTORY

T

he slightly yellowed paper is about
the size of a diploma. Folded into
eighths, Post Office Department
is authoritatively spelled out in Old
English font. Swirling cursive proclaims
the appointment of Joseph Bobinger to
Postmaster on the 18th day of March, 1878
by the Postmaster General of the United
States, David M. Key.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SUSAN SHIPP

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Contributing Writer

“Now know ye, That confiding in the
integrity, ability, and punctuality of the said
Joseph Bobinger, I do commission him a
Postmaster, authorized to execute the duties
of that Office at Cabin John...” The lower
left corner bears the raised red seal of the
Post Office Department, used between 1837
and 1970: a galloping horse and rider, mail
bag strung to the saddle, encircled by the
words 'Post Office Department United States
of America.' The lower right bears a small
signature 'D.M. Key.'
America's postal service was created in 1775
when Benjamin Franklin was appointed the
first Postmaster General by the Continental
Congress. By 1885 postage cost about 2 cents
per ounce, and there were nearly 43,000 post
offices in the United States, including one
right in Cabin John. With the assistance of
local historian Richard Cook, the Cabin John
Citizens Association acquired the Bobinger
postmaster certificate for $177.50 at a Feb. 1
eBay auction. The seller, a dealer in old paper
items, stumbled across this document some
years back at a local flea market.
Joseph Bobinger and his wife Rosa are better
known as builders of the legendary Cabin
John Bridge Hotel, which began as a modest
guest house and refreshment stand along
Conduit Road (now MacArthur Blvd.). He
migrated to the U.S. from Germany, and
came to this area to work as a stonemason
on the Union Arch Bridge. With his artistic
temperament and business acumen,
Bobinger was a prominent local figure. In the
mid 19th century, candidates for Postmaster

Post office certificate declaring the
appointment of Joseph Bobinger as Cabin
John Postmaster in March 1878.

were proposed by the community or
previous employer. The Postmaster was
often a sideline to a primary job such as
shopkeeper, or in Bobinger's case, hotelier.
In 1890 nearly 41 million people, 65% of
the American population, lived in rural
areas and had to collect their mail from a
post office. According to records, Bobinger
was the Postmaster at the hotel for a mere
five months. As the hotel's popularity
as a summer resort rose, the post office
was moved closer towards the canal, and
Michael McQuade took over the mail. By
1891 Andrew J. Jackson assumed the role
of Postmaster, and the post office was
relocated back to MacArthur Blvd. near its
current location. That building burned
down in 1893.
Beginning in 1894, another prominent
name in the Cabin John story was named
Postmaster. A 1917 Evening Star newspaper
article wrote, “A pretty cottage with a wealth
of flowers and big gardens. That is the
home of the postmaster, though the post
office building and general store are a few
yards farther on and set somewhat back
from the Conduit Road, so that a
semicircular drive, beaten by the hoofs of
many horses and ground by the wheels of
many country wagons and carriages, leads
up to the store porch.”
That general store was Dennis Touhey's,

Beautiful photo displays depicting Cabin
John's history hang in the Cabin John Post
Office, thanks to some CJ residents.

“a place where people could let off their
political opinions. People would just go
after their mail, and they would meet here
casually, like around the cracker barrel in the
good old days,” said local resident Charles
Smith in 1913. Touhey served as Postmaster
for thirty years during boom times for the
mail. In 1900, the Post Office Department
operated over 76,000 branches, the largest
number in its history, though that number
had fallen to 59,000 by 1910.
During the late 1800s demands for goods
by mail grew. In 1912 Congress authorized
the Parcel Post service, which allowed the
posting of goods up to 11 pounds. (An Ohio
couple actually mailed their 8 month old
baby to his grandmother a few miles away
for 15 cents!) Marketing and merchandising
through Parcel Post boosted the growth
of mail-order houses, and that same year
Sears saw a five fold increase in orders. At
one time at least 20 different models of
Sears mail order homes were represented in
Cabin John, though many have since been
demolished.
From 1925 to 1936 Charles Scott and his
wife ran the post office within their small
shop at 77th Street and MacArthur Blvd.
Mrs. Irene Carper took over as Postmaster
and shopkeeper in 1936. Dennis Touhey's
granddaughter Ruth Shuff briefly served
as acting Postmaster when Mrs. Laura
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CJ POST OFFICE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS
PAGE

and as noted in a 1976 Village
News article she “originated the
graceful custom of wrapping
stamps in waxed paper.” Mrs.
McKelvey retired after 27 years,
and the newsletter honored her
long service with a poem:
Our Little Post Office
Have you been by
The house on the hill
Where the colors fly proudly
At the wind's will?

Take a look at the CJ photo
displays next time you visit our
post office.

McKelvey took over in 1944
(initially under her maiden
name Linkins). Mrs. McKelvey
built a small frame addition
to her home on 77th Street,

Organizational challenges in
the 1960s led to the 1970 Postal
Reorganization Act, and the
transformation into today's
United States Postal Service.
Mrs. Shuler, having helped Mrs.
McKelvey for 14 years, took
over as Postmaster in 1972 and
helped move Cabin John's post
office to the north end of the
Clara Barton School.

In a small room
Three ladies about
From morning to noon
And evening thereabout

The post office moved to its
present location in the 1980s
and LaVerne G. Baptiste
assumed the postmaster role in
1989. The current postmaster,
Jonathan Black, started in 2007.

Our mail handling,
With care and proficiency,
'Tis time we are saluting
Our ladies, gratefully.
Thank you Mrs. McKelvey, Mrs.
Shuler, Mrs. Clark

Panels depicting Cabin John's
history hang from the walls of
the post office today thanks to
the efforts of several residents
back in 1998. The postal service
continues to play a fundamental

role not only in American life
but in the community. The
Cabin John Post Office even
delivers and picks up the mail
at 91-year-old Mary Morgal's
front door so that she does not
have to climb down the stairs to
her mailbox. A little bit of the
“cracker barrel in the good old
days” in that. VN

Home has never been more important.
We are staying home to slow the spread of COVID-19, but there are circumstances where sellers
need to sell. So how are we adapting?
-

E-signing all required documents
Video tours created for enhanced marketing
Virtual open houses and virtual Broker pricing
‘FaceTime’ buyer showings
Other safety protocols (masks, gloves)

#WydlerBrothers #TreatYouLikeFamily #WhatDayIsIt

Eric W. Brooks
REALTOR ®
Licensed in MD, DC, and VA
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com
Compass is a licenses real estate brokers that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 1313 14th Street NW, Washington,
DC 20005 | 202.386.6330
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The Pandemic Did Not Rain on Danny Harris’s 95th Birthday Parade
BY SUSAN SHIPP
Danny’s 95th birthday celebration kicked off a
few days before his May 2 birthday when the
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Dept. brought
their 1930 Brockway Fire Engine by the house
to wish him well. Danny’s great grandson,
Anthony Farris, born and raised in Cabin
John Gardens, is a county police officer. He
arranged for squad cars to come by with lights
flashing to give Danny a salute.
Photo: Courtesy of Tim Shank

Photo: Courtesy of Tim Shank

A proud World War II veteran, Danny’s military service
was recognized by Stefan Luteijn, an assistant naval
attaché with the Embassy of the Netherlands and a
Persimmon Tree neighbor. He presented Danny with
a friendship pin from the Royal Dutch Navy saying,
“The Dutch are grateful to the United States for saving
Europe and grateful for you for serving in World War II.”
The Luteijn family (above left) and other dog owners,
including Bob and Carol Lubran of River Trail Lane
(below left) and the Donnan family of 81st St. (below
right), included their pooches in the parade. Danny
is an ardent dog lover who has long encouraged
neighborhood dogs to stop by with a sign declaring:
Danny’s Doggie Oasis – Treats + Water and
Love + Rest.
Photos: Courtesy of Susan Shipp

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com
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7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Forrest and Lorraine Minor have been
neighbors of Danny Harris for 40 years. But
they’ve known him even longer as Danny was a
plumber at the David Taylor Model Basin at the
same time the Minors worked there.

Noah and Zoey Governski and Anna and Grace
McGuire created a birdhouse float to recognize
one of Danny’s more recent hobbies: building
colorful wooden birdhouses that he first sold at
the CJ Chicken and Crab Feast in 2013.

Cabin John has Danny to thank for resurrecting the long-standing tradition of hanging flags along
MacArthur Blvd. Robin Mee and Derick Moore (left), and the Puttman family (right) all of 81st Street, chose
to honor Danny’s patriotic side by carrying flags in the parade.

Members of the Shaut and Passman families
give Danny a cheer at the parade. Danny Harris
– veteran, humanitarian, gardener, builder,
dog lover and beloved neighbor – has not only
spent his life in the parade, he has often led it.

Tacie Fox, with her sons Alex and Nick Ratliff,
organized the heartwarming parade with
Danny’s neighbor, Sarah Cahill and others.

Check us out on Facebook
@Hugheslandscapingsupplyco

Office: 301-330-4949
Email: Info@hugheslandscaping.com

Hughes Landscaping was founded in
1983 by John Hughes, on the
principles of customer service and
exceeding customer expectations.
Principles that the company still has
in place today. Give us a call today
to schedule a free estimate at your
convenience.
We specialize in patios, deck
building, tree care, any kind of yard
maintenance, and anything else that
you may need done outside of your
home.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
vneditorial@gmail.com.

Blue Angels and Thunderbirds Thrill
Neighborhood During Flyover

A Cabin John Cheer for
Healthcare and Other
Front Line Workers

THANK YOU
HEALTHCARE HEROES

Thanks to John King of Spring St. and his
neighbors for starting the tradition. VN

CELEBRATING CABIN
JOHN GRADUATES
Now more than ever
The Village News
editors would like
to acknowledge
Cabin John students
graduating from
high school or
college in its June
issue. Please provide a photo and a few
sentences that include your child’s name,
street, school name (along with field(s) of
study if graduating college), future plans,
and any other information of interest. All
submissions should be sent to vneditorial@
gmail.com by June 1. VN
14
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Photos: courtesy of Burr Gray

Cabin Johners are
invited to continue
the weekly cheer for
healthcare workers,
first responders,
and all other front
line workers every Sunday evening at 7:00
pm. Step outside your door and clap, cheer,
whistle, bang pots, etc. to show your support
each Sunday.

The U.S. Navy's Blue Angels and the U.S. Air Force's Thunderbirds soared over Cabin John
May 2 en route to honor health care workers at Suburban Hospital. The quick pass over our
community was part of a larger flyover tribute effort that had the two military demonstration
teams buzz Washington, DC, Maryland, and Virginia for 20 minutes before heading to Atlanta.
Burr Gray of Archbold Terrace captured the planes from his vantage point at the park by the
one-lane bridge, where he also took a picture of other CJ residents social distancing while
watching the impressive aerial display.

LIFE IN CABIN JOHN 24/7
There is no doubt that life
has changed dramatically
for everyone over the past
few months during the
coronavirus pandemic.
For some, the impact
has been profound and
possibly even tragic and our hearts go out
to you. At the very least it has upended
everyone's lives.
While there are many challenges facing us,
The Village News editors would like to hear

from readers about some of the positive
aspects to come out of this difficult time.
We would love for you, our readers, to
answer the following question: What is
something that has brought you joy since
the Stay-At-Home orders were issued in
mid-March?
Answer in a word, a sentence, a photo, a
poem, or a paragraph. Please send your
answer to vneditorial@gmail.com by
June 1. VN

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES

VOTE BY MAIL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

THANK YOU

ballots. If you have to provide
HEALTHCARE
HEROES
ID, there
will be instructions
with your ballot.
WHAT IS ON BALLOT
For ballot information,
including coverage of the
candidates running in all the
local elections, go to https://
www.vote411.org/ for the League
of Women Voters Voter Guide.
For official sample ballots for
each party, visit:
https://www.elections.maryland.
gov/elections/2020/primary_
ballots/Montgomery.pdf
For the Montgomery
County Board of Election
information, go to: https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
elections/index2.html
MAILING YOUR BALLOT
Once you complete your ballot,
use the pre-paid envelope
provided and mail via the US
postal service. Voters are urged
to return their ballot as soon as
possible, ideally no later than
Monday, May 25. For your vote
to count, your mail-in ballot
must be postmarked on or
before June 2.
Those who wait until the
deadline to return their ballot
can submit ballots by hand at
the Montgomery County Board
of Elections office at 18753 N
Frederick Avenue, Gaithersburg,
MD 20879, or at one of five
ballot drop-off / in-person
voting locations in Montgomery
County on June 2. Your ballot
must be deposited before the
polls close at 8:00 pm on June 2.
EARLY VOTING
There will be no in-person early
voting in the June 2 primary

ü

O
O
election. However, you can
drop off your completed ballot
24 hours a day beginning
Thursday, May 21 until 8:00
pm on Tuesday, June 2 at the
Montgomery County Board of
Elections office located at
18753 N Frederick Avenue,
Gaithersburg, MD 20879
VOTING IN-PERSON
Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, June 2 Election
Day on-site voting is limited
to special circumstances,
including voters who need a
ballot-marking device, voters
registering for the first time, and
voters experiencing problems.
The four Montgomery County
locations will be open from 7
am to 8 pm. The on-site voting
and ballot drop-off location
closest to Cabin John is:
Activity Center at Bohrer Park
Social Hall
506 S Frederick Avenue,
Gaithersburg, MD
RECEIVED
You can see the status of your
mail-in ballot online using the
Maryland Voter Search Look
Up tool: https://voterservices.
elections.maryland.gov/
votersearch VN

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family
Day Care since 1991. References
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

PET CARE - BEST IN THE AREA.
YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU!
We provide:
• Daily walks
• Play dates/Daycare
• Boarding at my home
• Pet sitting at yours

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your pets
happy and healthy. Many happy
Cabin John and Carderock pet
owners and their pets will happily
give their recommendations. Call
Carolyn 240-204-2953.
COMPUTER SERVICES.
DC/PC Computer Support offers
friendly, personalized computer and
electronic services to area residents.
Services include maintenance,
repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new PC
setups, virus and spyware removal,
networking and training. In person,
remote and telephone support are
available. To schedule an appointment
or learn more about our services
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim
at 202.841.0873.

We also provide daily pick ups/
drop offs for daycare and boarding
services.
Many neighborhood references.
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and your
furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News
classifieds contact Business Manger at
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
POEMS AND STORIES OF PANDEMIC TIMES

TO ROAM

We hope our readers will enjoy a collection of stories, poems and photos
of life during the pandemic. Enjoy more submissions on pages 4-6.

This morning different was the
walk.
As before, we’d talk our talk.
But today we tried a new path.
Along the river for a bath.
No, no—not I.
I stayed out, nice and dry.
Our dog did test the rushing
water though.
Up to his belly did he go.

Bill, Peppin, Jasper, and Chetty
Thomas take a walk on Easter
Sunday. Photo by Lisa Catapano of
Cabin Road

I was never into birds, but they
are giving me beauty and peace
these days. Photo by Leslie
Taylor of Carlynn Court

When that was done.
No longer fun.
We hiked along the twists and
turns.
Over fallen logs and through the
ferns.

This day, we saw and heard
much more.
For weeks it seemed, behind a
door.
Inside the house from
#stayathome.
This morning we took time —
to roam.
BY PHIL CORCORAN
of MacArthur Boulevard

MAY
27
CJCA Meeting

CANCELED

