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CELEBRATE SPRING 
BY LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT LOCAL BIRDS

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

Cabin John resident Clive Harris, 
avid birder and past president of the 
Montgomery Bird Club, a chapter 

of the Maryland Ornithological Society, 
will be the featured speaker at the March 25 
CJCA meeting, to be held at the community 
center at 7:30 pm. Clive, who also is an 
accomplished photographer, will share his 
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Big Crowd Rallies for Cemetery Cleanup 
Despite the Cold

The “Let’s Do This” saying on the yard 
bags captured the sentiment of the 
day as more than 55 people braved 

temperatures in the 30s on Feb. 29 to put in 
a hard day’s work cleaning up the Moses Hall 
and Cemetery property.

The hours of bamboo cutting, leaf raking, 
weed pulling, and debris hauling resulted in 
the discovery of more than 100 marked and 
unmarked gravesites. It was a monumental 
effort coming at a critical time as this 
important historic site is being threatened by 
the proposed Beltway expansion project. 

In mid-March, a letter from the Cabin John Citizens Association (CJCA) was mailed to 
every Cabin John residence requesting that you update your contact information for the 
2020 directory, which will be published this summer. 

This new directory will allow folks who choose to do so to provide better contact 
information for all adult residents living at one address. The CJCA asks that you fill out 
this form and mail it back promptly, regardless of whether you want to pay the annual 
$20 CJCA dues at this time. If you have any questions about the directory, or if you 
are interested in being listed in the local talent section of the directory, please email 
CJdirectory2020@gmail.com. 

WOULD YOU PREFER TO TAKE CARE OF BUSINESS ONLINE? NO PROBLEM!
¡To update your directory information, please go to https://tinyurl.com/2020CJDirectory
¡To pay your dues, go to http://www.cabinjohn.org/about-cjca/pay-dues/
¡Interested in volunteering? Let us know at http://www.cabinjohn.org/volunteer-now/

Clive Harris tracking down rare birds in 
Nome, Alaska, June 2018.

Please Return Your Dues and Directory Letter

Current Maryland State Highway 
Administration maps for the project do not 
identify the Moses Hall site as a cemetery 
or as a historic property, but do show the 
property to be well within the proposed 
Limits of Disturbance (LOD) for the 
beltway project. A December 2019 Cultural 
Resources Technical Report produced for the 
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TRIVIA NIGHT DRAWS 
CAPACITY CROWD
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

The 2nd annual Cabin 
John Team Trivia Night 
on Feb. 22 drew a sellout 

crowd of some 160 CJ residents, 
former Cabin Johners, and 
friends for an evening of good 
fun and tough questions by 
professional caller Penelope 
Weinberger.

When the points were tallied at 
the end of the night, the winner 
was The Five Squares—Alexis 
and John Danis of 76th Pl., 
along with Jan and Chris Danis 
and Stephanie Staub. Their 
numbers totaled six after the 
last-minute addition of Alexis’ 
mom, Susan Gelb of Arden Rd. 
Was she perhaps the reason 
for the win? The Five Squares 
not only took home the trophy, 

but they also won a $100 gift 
certificate to Denizens Brewery 
in Silver Spring, where we hope 
they will make Cabin John 
proud by winning again at one 
of the brewery’s Tuesday night 
trivia competitions. 

In addition to bringing the 
community together, the 
evening raised some $1,200 for 
CJCA activities and initiatives. 
Thanks to Scott and Heidi 
Lewis, Clive, Helen, Will, and 
Alex Harris, Elliott Schoen, 
Meredith McGuire, and Jeff 
Shipp for organizing this event. 
Thanks also to Florence Lehr 
and Jackie Hoglund, who kept 
the beer and wine flowing.  
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Team Lockhouse Eight enjoyed the challenges of Trivia Night.

Team Make Trivia Great 
Again had fun answering 
Trivia Night questions 
posed by hosts Eric and 
Penelope.
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The Five Squares were Trivia Night champs!

TRIVIA NIGHT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Trivia Night hosts Eric and Penelope.

The Cabin John Ladies Coffee Klatch joined 
in the Trivia Night fun.
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msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

THEN AND NOW
Gibson Grove Church and Moses Hall Cemetery: Preservation of the Past

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

Heading 
up Seven 
Locks 

Road towards 
River Road, the 
woods behind 
the Evergreen 
development 
hide a significant 
piece of Cabin 

John history. That history continues, albeit 
in a near dilapidated state, just a few steps 
away. Moses Hall lodge and cemetery and 
the Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion Church, 
both established around the turn of the 20th 
century, played a fundamental role in Cabin 
John's African American history and in the 
development of Cabin John itself. This deep 

connection with Gibson Grove's past still 
resonates in the community today. However, 
this history is facing a new and urgent threat 
with the proposed widening of the beltway, 
and the fate of this significant burial ground 
is up in the air.

Built in 1898, the original Gibson Grove 
Church was named in honor of Mrs. Sarah 
Gibson, a former slave who lived in this area. 
Sarah, a seamstress, was born in Virginia 
and was married to Louis Gibson, a wagon 
driver and field hand. After the Civil War, 
she and Louis were separated as they fled 
the plantation where they were enslaved. 
Sarah made the arduous journey towards 
Washington, D.C. with her children, and 
was eventually reunited with her husband at 
the Shiloh Baptist Church, a known meeting 
place for former slaves. 

Sarah and Louis settled in Potomac where 
they worked on a farm. At that time, much of 
the land in Cabin John was owned by J.D.W. 
Moore (the father of Lilly Stone). In the 
1880s, J.D.W. Moore sold plots of land along 
Seven Locks Road to several farm workers; 
some ten families purchased acreage and a 
community was born.

Sarah and Louis were among the first to buy 
land from Moore, and purchased four and 
half acres. (Ninety-two-year-old Mrs. Lena 
Brown recalled in Elizabeth Kytle’s Time Was 
(1976) that her father had bought four and 
half acres for $300; another source notes the 
land was purchased for $101). Sarah Gibson, 
a religious woman who longed for a place 
near home to worship, donated a part of her 
property for the construction of a church. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE  4
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events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. - Thurs  9 am–8 pm  � Fri.  9 am–3 pm � Sat. & Sun. - rentals only                                                 

Learn more & register for activities & memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec  

Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center,  www.FriendsCBCC.org

for seniors

at NOON

April 6
Celebrate April birthdays

April 8
Create your own personal 
perfume

SENIOR SENSATIONS

APRIL 13 |12:00-2:00 PM

Downton Abbey
Revisit Lord Grantham, the 
Dowager Duchess and your 
other favorites

Trip to MGM GRAND 
    at National Harbor

Tues., APR 14 | 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM 
See the sights, have lunch, shop ‘til you drop
� $10.00 fee for transportation

CALL CBCC OFFICE FOR INFO AND TO SIGN UP

MOVIE OF THE MONTH
    with popcorn!

YOUTH CHESS CLUB
Free with Youth Open Gym 
membership

Register for activity 75834 &/or 75835

Tuesdays | 5:00 – 6:00 pm

All skill levels encouraged 
Walt Whitman H.S. Chess Club 
volunteers guide and inform you

CLUB FRIDAY
April 17 | 7:00 to 9:00 pm

BE THE TEACHER | Share your know-how. Give a class!
Do you paint? Cook? Knit? Draw? Crochet? Drum? Line-dance? 

If interested contact CBCC Director Barry Jones 
                     240-777-4911 | Barry.Jones@montgomerycountymd.gov 

FAMILY SKATE NIGHTS
Skate in the Social Hall 

7:00 – 9:00 pm 
All ages | $5 p/person

Last Friday of the month
Apr 24, May 29
Skates available, but bring your own 
protective gear

The original Gibson Grove Church stood 
on the lower south side of the present site 
and was built with trees from Sarah's land. 
Baptisms took place in the nearby Cabin 
John Creek, and the church itself had a 
burial ground. 

In 1923, the current church was built on 
the same site and known as “the little white 
church on the hill” (Alexandra Jones, Gibson 
Grove Gone But Not Forgotten, 2010). In a 
2000 report, the Maryland Historical Trust 
noted that the church was “an excellent 
example of early 20th century vernacular 
ecclesiastical design, (as) it includes an entry 
vestibule, the sanctuary, and a small side 
and rear addition.” The Trust noted that 
the church retained “integrity of location, 
design, setting, feeling, and association” 
and that it derives its significance from 
“its association with the African American 
settlement of Gibson Grove that was 
founded in the 1880s by former slaves…it 

THEN AND NOW 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

is the only remaining structure associated 
with the African American Gibson Grove 
community, which grew out of Moore’s land 
sales to his black farm workers.”

In 2002, due to its shrinking numbers, 
Gibson Grove Church closed. The church 
was taken over by a new congregation, the 
First Agape A.M.E. Zion Church. On Ash 
Wednesday 2004, a fire in the church caused 
significant damage. The church has yet to 
reopen. Despite its current state, much of 
Gibson Grove Church's quiet character 
remained evident over the years, from its 
simple gabled roof, modest entry, and belfry.

Alongside the church property, which was 
bisected by the beltway in the early 1960s, is 
Moses Hall and cemetery. On a windy day, 
the crackling and rustling of the overgrown 
bamboo nearly drowns out the noise of 
the traffic. The first hints of the historical 
importance of this site are the few visible 
gravestones emerging from overgrown brush 
and leaves. One headstone reads “Wallace 
Mason Born May 14, 1899 Died Sept 1st, 
1931.” Another marks the resting place of 

“Allen White 1925-1973,” who is believed 
to be the last person buried in this sacred 
ground.

The Morningstar Tabernacle Number 
88, Ancient United Order of Sons and 
Daughters, Brothers and Sisters of Moses—
or Moses Hall—was one of many lodges 
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, WED. MARCH 25  |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

LOCAL BIRDS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

insights on birds and birding in this area.

Fittingly, given that the official start of spring 
is that week, Clive will present on the birds 
that breed in the woods along the canal and 
the Potomac. His talk and slide presentation 
will feature both those birds that spend the 
whole year in our neighborhood and those 
that winter in Central America or further 
south and come back here each spring to 
raise their families.

An enthusiastic birder both here and abroad, 
he leads field trips for the Montgomery Bird 
Club and is also a member of the Maryland/
District of Columbia Records Committee. 
The committee evaluates reports of sightings 
of new or very rare birds species in Maryland 
or DC to convert them into documented 
records that can be used reliably for scientific 
studies of bird distribution and patterns of 
avian vagrancy.

Clive first became interested in birds with 
his dad when he was 7 years old and living 
in Hong Kong. Clive, an economist with 
the World Bank, moved to Cabin John with 
his family in 2001, after four years in India. 
He and his wife Helen had developed an 
attachment to living near the C&O Canal 
when they first moved to the United States in 
the 1990s and lived in Brookmont. VN

State Highway Administration described the 
property as follows: 

“Presently the cemetery is very overgrown 
and not tended. Two plots are fenced with 
low white garden fencing. There are seven 
known burials within the cemetery dating 
from around 1921 to 1975. There are three 
concrete square markers with no writing and 
only two markers with visible writing."    

MOSES HALL CLEANUP 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This description is in stark contrast to 
what was uncovered by the cleanup, which 
was sponsored by the Cabin John Citizens 
Association and spearheaded by Charlotte 
and Russ Leighton, whose home adjacent to 
the cemetery on Cypress Grove Lane served 
as the base of operations. 

Joining some 35 Cabin John residents in the 
cleanup were volunteers from the Carderock 
neighborhood, the Gibson Grove Church 
community, Moses Hall descendants from 
around the region, as well as archeologists, 
local historians, and preservationists. Steve 

Archer, the Cultural Resources Team Leader 
for MDOT SHA, drove down from north 
of Baltimore to volunteer. Mr. Archer says 
the  Moses Hall site is potentially eligible 
as a historic property under Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) and is, therefore, being evaluated 
by MDOT SHA to determine eligibility. If 
deemed eligible, MDOT SHA should take 
appropriate steps to mitigate or resolve 
adverse effects on the Moses Hall site in 
cooperation with stakeholders.

The grave of Allen White, the last known person to 
be buried at the cemetery, is marked by a little flag 
as are more than 100 other grave markers, stones, 
and depressions that indicate grave sites.

Austin White I talking with fellow Moses Hall descendant Diane Baxter, who came from 
Washington, DC for the cleanup. Her great-grandfather James Coates was buried in Moses 
Hall on Sept. 4, 1894.
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Photo courtesy of Susan Shipp

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE  4
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MOSES HALL CLEANUP 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

VN

Cabin John is still home to a number of 
families who are direct descendants of 
members of Moses Hall Morningstar 
Tabernacle 88, a fraternal order created in 
1887 to provide a gathering place for African 
Americans in the area. Dues went to help 
those in need and aided families when 
wage earners passed away or became sick. 
Members were buried in the cemetery on 
the grounds. It is believed the hall fell out of 

There is still much work to be done! 
The CJCA is sponsoring another 
cleanup Saturday, March 28 from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Whether you 
come for an hour or the whole day, 
your efforts will help to preserve this 
important historical landmark in our 
community.

Cleanup organizer and CJCA Vice President of 
Advocacy Charlotte Troup Leighton.

Photo courtesy of Jeff Shipp

Austin White I, Austin White II, and Nathan White II 
clear the grave of Austin White I’s father, Rodney 
White.

use in the 1940s, but the cemetery continued 
to serve the local African American 
community. The last few burials there are 
believed to be Rodney White in 1966, Mary 
Frances White in 1969, and Allen White in 
1973. Members of the White family still live 
on Carver Rd.

Photo courtesy of Jeff Shipp

Bob Krahe of Cabin Rd., Eileen McGuckian, president of Montgomery Preservation, and Dallas 
Harrison of 83rd Pl. haul a tarp full of leaves. 

Photo courtesy of D
ean Evangelista

A team of volunteers, including Jeff Shipp of Tomlinson Ave., Amy Elsbree of 79th Street, Nathan White 
II and Andrew Strasfogel of Cypress Grove Lane, rakes leaves to help clear the site. 

Photo courtesy of D
ean Evangelista
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LOCAL NATURE
Invasion of the Buttercups 
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

The welcome mat of early spring in our 
area carpets the ground in golden-
yellow buttercups. Great writers 

took note. Wordsworth waxed on about 
their spring beauty; D. H. Lawrence 
wove them into his epic, Sons and 
Lovers. Who doesn’t love the cheerful 
countenance of brilliant yellow 
buttercups against fresh green leaves, 
a botanical punctuation mark to the 
end of a dreary grey February? 

For Europeans, the buttercup is a 
symbol of the reawakening of life. 
But for those of us residing in the 
former colonies, the most common 
buttercup species are, surprisingly,  
invaders that threaten to smother our 
wealth of early spring wildflowers. 
If you want some local evidence, 
take a stroll in early March along the 
Cabin John Creek Trail. What many 
CJ residents don’t know is that we 
live next to one of the finest paths in 
Montgomery County for viewing and 
conserving native wildflowers, some 
of which are endangered. Bloodroot, 
Spring Beauty, Dutchman’s breeches, 
violets of several species and colors, 
early Saxifrage, wild ginger, Bluets, 
Bluebells, Golden Alexander—the list goes 
on. 

But in the flat, damp places bordering the 
creek, a dense mat of an insidious invasive 
threatens our native wildflowers. It is 
fittingly named false celandine, but it is also 
known as the fig buttercup.

There are 19 species in the genus of 
buttercup (Ranunculus) found in the DC-
Maryland-Virginia flora; 12 are native. It is 

the other seven species, however, that pose 
danger. By far the worst is the fig buttercup. 
Present in the eastern U.S. since the 1880s 
and more recently a favorite ornamental 
among gardeners, fig buttercup is now 
considered invasive in many states in the 
eastern U.S. and on the West Coast as well. 
In the Cabin John area specifically, fig 
buttercup was barely a problem 26 years ago 
when I first moved to our neighborhood 

and began walking along Cabin John Creek; 
it only reached alarming coverage about a 
decade ago. Even in my own backyard, a 
visiting landscaper—who happened to be 
my German brother-in-law—who probably 
knew how charming the fig buttercup was 
back home, planted bunches of it around 
my backyard from a single patch on our 
property. Soon thereafter I decided to 
create a native plant botanical garden, 
decidedly counter to the well-being of the 
fig buttercups in my midst. It has taken 

years of diligent weeding and a mixture 
of vinegar, dishwashing detergent, salt, 
and water to send the fig buttercups into 
retreat. Each year this has been my early 
spring struggle, but the invader is now 
under control. If I were to let up for one 
year, however, they would return, spreading 
via their underground tubers and runners 
and swamping my carpet of native Virginia 
bluebells and wild ginger.

What has saved the Cabin John 
Creek Trail so far is that the fig 
buttercup struggles to persist in 
steep or even sloping terrain, so 
the native wildflowers that cling 
to the rocky upland sections are 
safe for now. But native wildflower 
species that call the terrace next to 
the creek their home are in grave 
danger.

Mid-March through late April 
is the time of blooming for what 
makes our region spectacular, the 
early spring wildflowers known 
as spring ephemerals. Although 
perennial plants, they emerge 
every spring along the forest floor 
when the forest is more like a 
prairie in the levels of light that 
reach the ground. While the trees 
are still leafless and the unfiltered 
sun’s rays warm the earth, 
these magnificent wildflowers 
flourish, often in vast carpets of 

Dutchman’s breeches, trout lilies, bellwort, 
wild ginger, and Spring Beauty. Pollinated 
typically by hardy bees and flies, they 
quickly live out their short lives, set seed, 
and have their seeds carried off by the most 
improbable of dispersers—ants. The ants are 
attracted to the tiny fat deposits attached 
to the seeds, which they carry back to their 
underground lairs and eat. The abundance 
and variety of ant-dispersed plants makes 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BUTTERCUPS
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

our flora nearly unique in the world. 

If you don’t hike along the creek from 
early March to April’s end, you will not see 
this great flowering because the whole life 
strategy of these ephemerals is to do their 
business in early spring and then die back 
until the following year. The fig buttercup 
largely dies back by late-April as well so the 
time to eradicate it is now.

So what can be done?

A small army of adult volunteers, perhaps 
combined with Boy Scout and Girl Scout 
troops, along with a few knowledgeable 
botanical chaperons from the Maryland 
Parks Department, could probably restore 
our creek flora in a week of weeding. But 
if you don’t dig out the tubers of the plant, 
this effort will be in vain. Alternatively, a 
one-time application of an herbicide in spots VN

where fig celandine forms dense mats is 
probably the most effective cure.

What can gardeners do in their backyards? 
Learn to identify the leaves of fig buttercup 
when they first emerge in late February. 
Where they are thick, and especially mixed 
in with English ivy and False Periwinkle, 
which are also invasives, you can spray 
with a mixture of vinegar, salt, dishwashing 
detergent, and water when there is a three-
day stretch of sunny weather. You can also 
cover them with a plastic tarp to prevent 
sunlight from striking the leaves. Presto, the 
fig buttercup turns brown and dies. Now you 
can replant with lovely native ground-cover 
plants: marsh marigold, wild ginger, native 
stonecrop, and instead of Japanese spurge, 
try Allegheny spurge. 

There is another reason to rid ourselves of fig 
buttercup besides allowing native plants to 
flourish. The leaves may resemble fig leaves, 
thus the genus name Ficaria, but the plant is 
quite poisonous. This is a common feature 

of the Buttercup family worldwide, which 
includes monkshood and some other of the 
most toxic plants known to our species.

To some readers, this year’s series of columns 
on invasive plants and animals may seem 
like a monthly installment of bad news 
after more bad news—how Cabin John is 
being invaded by alien plants rather than 
celebrating what we have. But a future bereft 
of spring beauty is precisely the reason to 
call attention to the dangers now. We have 
something spectacular on our doorstep, and 
future residents will never know the glory 
of early spring wildflower walks if we let the 
false celandine crawl all over them.

And a promise: Next year’s theme will 
focus on creating your own national park 
in a corner of your yard by planting native 
species. Each month we will profile a 
wonderful species that adds beauty and is 
part of the native Maryland ecosystem. For 
now, let’s be on alert. Fig buttercup is our 
flora’s equivalent of the coronavirus.

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 4445 Willard Ave, Suite 250, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.463.7800

Eric W. Brooks

Realtor® MD/VA/DC
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

Giving back is always in style. 

Realtor® | Whitewater Kayaker | Donates a kayak 
to Team River Runner for every transaction

Team River Runner is a local non-profit which uses 

kayaking on Potomac River to challenge and rehabilitate 

wounded and disabled veterans from NIH. The year round 

program provides healing, community, purpose, and new 

challenges through adventure and adaptive paddle sports. 

So, for every client who buys or sells a home with Eric, he 

will donate a kayak to this campaign in the clients’ name. 

Eric offers same day showings on 
any active properties in Cabin John
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Spring is in the air when chickweed appears!
Although this balmy winter found her 
happily growing in February, chickweed 
is typically an early perennial spring plant 
that thrives in cool air, but you have to be 
quick to catch her. Once the days warm, she 
retreats, reemerging in the crisp fall air.

In your yard you will likely find her in moist 
soil in areas of low sun to partial shade. In 
mine she loves the base of trees and deck 
posts. She is a clumping plant, her stems 
covered with smooth, oval-shaped leaves 
that are widely spaced opposite each other. 
In bloom, her tiny white flowers are formed 
of double-lobed petals.  

Stems, leaves, and flowers can all be eaten 
raw in salads, wraps, or with grains—similar 
to sprouts. She can also be a substitute for 

spinach when steamed or sautéed. Loaded 
with vitamins and minerals, chickweed is a 
welcome houseguest!

Externally, her tincture is an ally for acne—
as the alcohol dries, she cools and heals. 
As an antibacterial applied to wounds, 
she cleans. Pink eye? Chew her into a spit 
poultice for cool relief.  

Her power also lies in reduction. For a 

benign tumor or cyst (particularly ovarian 
cysts), consistent use of the tincture 
internally over long periods of time can 
shrink and even eliminate them. Thickened 
mucus in the respiratory and digestive 
system can also be reduced by her use. 

Cooling, healing, and anti-inflammatory. 
Her name means “little star,” and that she is! 
Reach out to have me introduce you to your 
weeds.

EARTH MEDICINE
CHICKWEED (STELLARIA MEDIA) 
BY SARAH CAHILL
Regular Contributor

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

VN
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THEN AND NOW 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

founded by former slaves 
throughout the area. Moses 
Hall was intrinsic to the Gibson 
Grove Church community, 
and played a vital role in the 
community's self sufficiency 
during segregation. Everyone 
was a member, and burial in 
the cemetery was one of the 
privileges (Jones, 2010). Built 
on land conveyed by George 
and Surilla Scott in 1887, 
the Morningstar Tabernacle 
Number 88 was a secret 
fraternal organization. The hall 
was a two story wood building 
constructed to serve as a center 
of social life for former slaves in 
the area: as a community center, 
a school, and meeting house.
Moses Hall remained an 
essential part of the community 
until younger members began to 

move away from the area. Today, 
the hall’s rock wall foundation, 
barely visible within the thick 
bamboo, is all that’s left. 

The cemetery is believed to 
be the site of over 50 burials, 
and the recent effort cleanup 
effort revealed more than 100 
grave markers, consisting of 
headstones or even simple rocks 
from the nearby quarry. Sarah 
Gibson, who died in January 
1929, is buried here.

Local Cabin John resident 
Austin White I of Carver Rd. 
recalls visiting Moses Hall as 
a child: his grandmother would 
gather him and his cousins 
together one or two times a 
month. They would walk 
from their nearby homes 
through woods and the 
cemetery to sweep the floors 
of the hall, put out water, and 
light the kerosene lamps ahead 
of meetings. 

Mr. White, at 66 years young, is 
a lifelong Cabin John resident. 
His family history reaches far 
back within Cabin John and the 
Gibson Grove Church: he and 
his five siblings were all baptized 
there and attended services; his 
son, Austin White II (pictured 
in the cleanup story on pg. 6), 
went to Sunday school before 
the church closed. Mr. White's 
mother, Elizabeth, served as an 
usher at the church all of her life 
and was believed to have the last 
funeral in Gibson Grove Church 
in 1991. Nathan White, a cousin, 
is the last person to be married 
in the church. Mr. White's father 
Rodney is buried in Moses 
Hall cemetery, as is his uncle, 
grandmother, and other family 
members.

Though Gibson Grove Church 
was granted historical status 
some years ago, the hallowed 
ground of Moses Hall cemetery 
has yet to be designated for 

historic preservation. Yet 
the two sites are very much 
intertwined. History connects 
the past with the present, 
reflecting the deep roots of the 
Cabin John African American 
settlement along Seven Locks 
Road. Moses Hall and Gibson 
Grove Church are part of the 
historical narrative of both 
Cabin John and many of its 
families today. VN
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Visit  www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320-2530 

 Bethesda Coop 
  All are Welcome! 

      CELEBRATE SPRING SEED PACKS ARE IN! 

 NATURAL & GOURMET GROCERIES 

   GREAT WINE & BEER SELECTION 

  FRESH PRODUCE 

      CBD IN MANY FORMATS   FIREHOOK BROWNIES! 

 LOCAL HONEY! 

  GRAB & GO DELI  

Former Cabin Johner Helps Refugees in Greece

Natalia de Gravelles, a 2014 Walt Whitman 
High School graduate, is making an impact 
on the refugee population in Thessaloniki, 
Greece with her work with Amala. Amala 
is a London-based charitable organization 
started in 2016 to address the lack of 
accessible education for displaced youth 
around the world.

Natalia’s parents, Patrick and Allison de 
Gravelles, live on McKay Circle. Allison 
is half Greek, and they visited Greece 

frequently as a family. Natalia studied 
in Thessaloniki for a semester while a 
University of Maryland student majoring in 
sociology and history, making connections 
in the area.

After college, she returned to Greece to work 
with a local organization to provide clothing, 
sleeping bags, and food for Thessaloniki’s 
displaced population. Natalia and her 
colleagues realized refugees had serious 
unmet needs in the areas of psychosocial 
support and education, and they worked 
to bring an operational hub of Amala to 
Thessaloniki. Through Amala they facilitate 
courses like “English for Changemakers,” 
which focuses on teaching English while also 
encouraging students to develop skills as 
leaders within their community.

In addition to the coursework at Amala, 
students find the classroom to be a safe space 

to talk about their journeys to Greece, efforts 
to reunite with family members, aspirations 
for the future, and trauma they have 
experienced along the way. Natalia and her 
team are working to raise money to continue 
the program and be able to take students on 
cultural outings around the city.

Natalia is also completing a masters program 
in Politics and Economics of Contemporary 
Southeastern and Eastern Europe at the 
University of Macedonia in Thessaloniki. 
She plans to continue her studies in 
Germany and eventually complete a 
doctoral program to study best practices 
to help child refugees or children born in 
Europe to refugee parents integrate into their 
larger society. VN
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

20 Froude Cir. $549,000 2 1 0 900

7809 Tomlinson Av. $1,150,000 4 3.5 2 3,528

6432 83rd Pl. $1,199,000 4 4.5 2 3,386

6521 79th St. $1,899,000 5 4.5 2 5,618

FEB - MAR 2020

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN

VN
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
vneditorial@gmail.com.  

March 1 Blood Drive 
Collects 34 Units

Thirty-five 
donors 
came 

out for the first 
blood drive 
of the year on 
March 1. Overall, 

34 units of blood were collected, which has 
the potential to save the lives of 102 hospital 
patients in the area. While five donors were 
deferred, four donors provided double red 
donations, which means four extra units 
were collected. 

As part of the drive, Inova provided 
Nationals World Series Championship 
t-shirts to all donors. 

Mark your calendars for the next blood 
drive, which is scheduled for May 17th. 
Inova says it will be the kickoff for their 
summer campaign, and they will have an 
Olympic-themed giveaway.

Are you new to Cabin John? We'd love to 
meet you! All residents new to Cabin John 
since April 2019 are invited to a dinner to be 
held at the Clara Barton Community Center 
on Sunday, April 26 from 5:00-7:00 pm. 
 
More established residents are urged to come 
welcome our new neighbors and bring along 
a side dish or dessert to share. The Cabin 
John Citizens Association will provide pizza 
and drinks. Weather permitting, there will 
be outdoor games for children. 
 To ensure that we have enough food for 
all, please RSVP through the Sign-Up 
Genius posted on the cabinjohn.org website. 
Announcements with the link will also be 

Mark Your Calendars: 3rd Annual New Neighbors 
Potluck April 26

The annual cleanup of Cabin John’s 
namesake creek will be held on Saturday, 
March 22 from 1:00 to 3:30 pm. We will 
gather at the park by the one-lane bridge a 
bit before 1:00 pm so that we can send work 
details to different parts of the creek. 

Trash bags, gloves, and snacks will be 
provided by the Friends of the Cabin 
John Creek and the Cabin John Citizens 
Association, cosponsors of the event. We will 
also be joined by the illustrious Whitman 
Crew Team. 

Please bring your own reusable water 
bottle and sturdy work gloves if you have 
them. Long-sleeved shirts and long pants 

VN

sent out through the CJCA listserv. Not 
subscribed yet? Send a message to cjca-
official-news+subscribe@googlegroups.com.
 
For questions, please contact Stephanie Lai at 
laifamily2002@gmail.com or 301-204-1581.

are recommended, as there is poison ivy in 
the woods. Old clothes are a good idea too 
since the clean-up, held rain or shine, can be 
messy.

SSL hours are available, but children ages 12 
and under must be accompanied by an adult. 
The CJCA will send out an email if inclement 
weather forces us to reschedule. Questions? 
Contact FoCJ President Burr Gray at 
burrgray@aol.com or 240-753-5918.

CJ CREEK CLEANUP SET FOR MARCH 22

WHEN:   SAT. MARCH 22
  1:00 - 3:30 pm

WHERE: Park by the one lane bridge

The 22nd 
annual 
Cabin John 

Spring Egg Hunt 
is scheduled for 
Sunday, March 

29 at 4:00 pm, but we need one (or more) 
volunteers to organize it or it won’t happen!

WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR THE SPRING EGG HUNT!

Irena Bojanova has generously taken the lead 
for the last three years, and now it’s time to 
pass the torch. Please help keep this long-
running tradition alive, and contact Susan 
Shipp at jsjshipp3@verizon.net if you are 
willing to coordinate!

All CJ kids elementary school age and 
younger are welcome to participate in the 
hunt, which is sponsored by the CJCA. The 

hunt will take place at the lower playground 
in the park by the one-lane bridge. Bring a 
basket and come on time! Once the hunt 
starts, the eggs go fast. Plan to stay and play 
at the park and maybe your children will 
meet some new neighborhood friends.

Please volunteer to continue this beloved 
tradition!

VN
VN

VN
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953.

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

PET CARE - BEST IN THE AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick ups/
drop offs for daycare and boarding 
services.
Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and your 
furry family!

To place AN AD in the Village News 
classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 
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MAR
22

CJ Creek Clean Up
1:00 - 3:30 PM 

Park at the one lane bridge

25
CJCA Meeting

7:30 PM 
Topic: Birding talk by Clive Harris

Community Center 

28
Moses Hall & Cemetery Clean Up

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
Cypress Grove Lane 

Mar., cont.

29
Spring Egg Hunt

4:00 PM 
Community Center 

*Volunteers Needed 

APR
26

New Neighbors Potluck
5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Community Center 

29
CJCA Meeting

7:30 PM 
Community Center 
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Please consider signing on as the volunteer business manager 
for The Village News. 

The Village News business manager typically spends 4 -6 
hours a month coordinating with advertisers and managing 
the mailing list. This position is also responsible for invoicing 
subscribers and advertisers on a calendar-year billing cycle 
using a new electronic invoice and tracking system. If you 
are organized, a good communicator, and comfortable using 
Microsoft Excel and Google Drive, we could really use your 
help!

Please contact Noelle Tower at VNeditorial@gmail.com to learn 
more about this position.

SEEKING NEW VILLAGE NEWS 
BUSINESS MANAGERNOW

HIRING

Are you interested in contributing to 

our community, but need a “job” with 

flexible hours?


