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CJ Holiday Party
Brings
Generations Together
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Intrepid Cabin Johners ventured out in the arctic temperatures of early January to ice
skate on the canal and experience the Potomac River frozen solid in the shallows.
Someone helpfully swept the ice clean on the Canal for better skating. Thanks neighbor!
To find out the latest on the $6.7 million project to re-water the canal, come to the Jan. 31
CJCA meeting. (Story on page 8)

DUES CRITICAL TO ACTIVE CJCA
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President
Please keep a lookout
in your mailbox for
your 2018 Cabin John
Citizens Association
dues letter. Only
GROW
YOUR
$20 per household
COMMUNITY
annually, the dues
Pay your dues! collected are critical
to supporting this
newsletter, which is mailed to every home
in Cabin John, community advocacy efforts,
and the various activities that bring the
community together throughout the year.
Dues and donations from residents make up
the majority of CJCA funding. In 2017, some
370 households out of the 700 plus homes in
Cabin John paid their dues. This represents

53 percent of the residences, up from 47
percent in 2016. The CJCA benefits everyone
in the community and we hope you will
do your part by paying your 2018 dues as
promptly as possible.
There are three easy ways to pay:
¡ PayPal at https://www.paypal.me/
cabinjohn
¡ Online at www.cabinjohn.org (Select Pay
Dues Online from the home page)
¡ Complete the form in the dues letter and
mail it in using the enclosed envelope. VN

CJ residents Mia & Laila Blunt enjoy a visit
with Santa at the annual CJ Holiday Party.

F

rom newborns to octogenarians, some
200 Cabin Johners came together Dec.
10 at the community center to share
some holiday cheer.
A highlight of the evening was having three
generations from the Brown-Lewis family
lead the sing-along, with Susan Roberts
providing the piano accompaniment. Santa,
arriving atop the ladder truck of the Cabin
John Volunteer Fire Department, was
swarmed by dozens of kids as he joined the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

EDITORS’ Column:
New Design
By Vashti Van Wyke
& Noelle Tower
NATURE Column:
By Eric Dinerstein
and Illustrated by
Trudy Nicholson
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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The Village News is published monthly except in July and December and is
sent free to all 700+ homes in Cabin John. Others may subscribe for $10 per
year. Send news, ads, letters, and subscriptions to: The Village News, PO Box
31, Cabin John, MD 20818. Limited copies of The Village News are available at
the Clara Barton Community Center. All back issues are also available online
at cabinjohn.org. Total circulation: 800

[ EDITORS ]
CONTENT | Vashti Van Wyke
PRODUCTION/LAYOUT | Noelle Tower
VNeditorial@gmail.com
[ CONTRIBUTORS ]
Irena Bojanova, Eric Dinerstein, Rachel Donnan
Amy Elsbree, Burr Gray, Trudy Nicholson
Nancy Russell, Susan Shipp
[ BUSINESS MANAGER ]
Jordan Creed | VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com
[ NEIGHBORLY NEWS ]
Judy Brookes | judy@brookes.com | 301-263-0388
[ FEATURES/NEWS ]
VNeditorial@gmail.com
Next Deadline: 12:00 pm, Mon., Feb. 12
Please send comments about The Village News to VNeditorial@gmail.
com. Story ideas and volunteer writers are always welcome.
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Cabin John Citizens Association
www.cabinjohn.org
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818
CJCA PRESIDENT
Susan Shipp | jsjshipp3@verizon.net
BOARD MEMBERS
Irena Bojanova | VP for Activities | ibojanova@gmail.com
Greg Pawlson | VP for Advocacy | gpawlson@gmail.com
Nancy Russell | VP for Community Service & Outreach |
nc3russell@yahoo.com
Amy Elsbree | Secretary | amy.elsbree@gmail.com
Bob Walsh | Treasurer | rjwalshjr@gmail.com
Robin Sidel | Editor, cabinjohn.org | rsidel@gmail.com
NEXT CJCA MEETING: WED., JAN. 31, 7:30 PM
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Our new Village News nameplate was illustrated by CJ artist
Trudy Nicholson. Thank you, Trudy!

BY VASHTI VAN WYKE
(Content Editor) and
NOELLE TOWER
(Production/Layout Editor)

T

he Village News has
been chronicling the
community spirit of
Cabin John for 51 years. We
volunteered a year ago to
help the newsletter remain a
vibrant resource for the 700plus households that make up
Cabin John. With Susan Shipp’s
guidance as president of the
CJCA, we’ve worked since last
summer to come up with an
updated design and new content
features to help the newsletter
remain relevant, useful, and a
source of community cohesion
for many years to come. We
hope you like it!
Noelle has created a beautiful,
clean layout that is easy to
read and lovely to look at. Her
design allows us more flexibility
to feature photo spreads, art,
columns, and notices. Vashti
has introduced new features like
Uniquely Cabin John (photos
of interesting CJ features), the
Kids’ Corner, and an expanded
Neighborly News, with more
features and columns to come
as the year unfolds. Our new
business manager, Jordan
Creed, has helped transition
our advertisers and our print/
distribution processes over to
the new design. Finally, Robin
Sidel, the new CJCA website
editor, will post items from the
newsletter to cabinjohn.org.
Perhaps the most striking
feature of the new design is the
beautiful nameplate at the top

of the front page, created by
Cabin John’s own brilliant artist
Trudy Nicholson, who also does
the monthly illustrations for the
Local Nature column. Trudy
writes:
“Living in Cabin John for 50
years in a house connected to the
woods, nature has been a distinct
part of my life. Most memorable
are the sounds of Canada Geese
flying their V’s as winter departs,
and seeing the prehistoric-looking
Great Blue Heron fly along the
horizon. And no less important
is the Union Arch Bridge, always
reminding us of the history that
tore through Maryland before
calmer days settled in. The
nameplate design was rendered
with these thoughts in mind by
using ink on scratchboard, an
artistic medium that allows for
both black and white textures
that can create dramatic results.”
Like all things involving
community, we get out what we
put in! So let this serve as your
formal invitation to get involved
in The Village News. We are
seeking contributors to write:
a gardening column; feature
articles; the Uniquely Cabin
John items; and an occasional
People of CJ interview column.
We also welcome contributions
from CJ kids for the Kids’
Corner (drawings, poems,
stories, puzzles, and articles
about your life in Cabin John).
If you would like to become a
Village News contributor or have
an idea for a feature, please drop
us a line at: VNeditorial@gmail.
com. Happy reading and happy
community-ing! VN

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON

The Village News

Same Community Spirit,
with a New Design

SIX CABIN JOHN ARTISTS ON DISPLAY AT CRAFT FAIR
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

PHOTOS: SUSAN SHIPP

The Dec. 3 holiday craft fair at the Clara
Barton community center featured the
beautiful wares of close to 50 artists,
including six from Cabin John. John
Walter Kingscott of Riverside Dr. and his
inlay serving boards escaped the lens of this
photographer. Here are the other
Cabin Johners shown with their unique
works of art.

SUSAN GOODELL
of 83rd Place

EBRU KARACA
of Arden Rd.

grew up on a sheep farm in Maine.
Goodell and her husband Warren
sit amidst a wealth of her beautiful
woven goods.

displays a lovely assortments of
knitted dolls, animals, and blankets.

KATHLEEN STEVENSON
of Arden Rd.

STANLEY SCHAPER
of 78th Street

creates gorgeous painted silk
scarves as well as mixed media and
collage notecards.

works at the community center and
makes lovely wood carvings in his
spare time.

EVA STOLWEIN
of 78th Street
makes striking and colorful jewelry
from dichroic glass. Dichroic (“dyecrow-ick”) means “two-colored” in
Greek. NASA developed a process
to make dichroic-fused glass in the
1950s. Stolwein makes her glass at
the Art Glass Center at Glen Echo.

Cabin John is lucky to have so much talent in its midst! Are there other artists in Cabin John? The Village News would love to
feature you and your work. Please let us know by contacting the editors at VNeditorial@gmail.com.
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Heidi Lewis with

HOLIDAY PARTY

and mom, Dorothy
Adams Brown,
leading the sing-

party to take pictures and
hand out treats. The party
ended on an especially high
note for the 14 winners of this
year’s generous raffle prizes.
A huge thank you to all the
local businesses that donated
prizes and thanks to everyone
who bought raffle tickets. The
raffle proceeds and donations
totaled $730 for So Others May
Eat (SOME), the D.C.-based
organization that helps people
transition out of homelessness.
For the seventh year in a row,
the community also supported
SOME through the Giving Tree
Project, which is organized
by Lori Rieckelman. Thanks
to generous CJ residents, 57
adults and children in SOME’s
transitional housing received
gifts from their wish lists. Lori
wants to thank the following
people who assisted with
everything from ornament
making to gift sorting and
tagging: Helen Daniel, Linda
Green, Lynn Hopkins, Lisa
Landsman, Harry Rieckelman,
Susan Roberts, and Jackie &
Susan Shipp.
The CJCA wants to thank Lori
for her efforts on the Giving
Tree project and also all the
volunteers that made the
holiday party such a success:
Irena Bojanova, Burr Gray,
Amy Elsbree, Robin Gurley,
Marcy Harrison, Elaine
Hornauer, Greg Pawlson, and
Nancy Russell all helped with
set up and throughout the
event. Finally, thanks to all the
folks who stuck around at the
end to make clean up a breeze.
VN

along with the help
of many younger
singers.
Steve and Lisan Cash win the Christmas tree
for the 4th time! Lisa calls it “Christmas Magic!”
Steve is a bit more Scrooge-like when reacting to
his win.

PARTY

Kathryn Wichmann, Linda
Green’s daughter, has fun
making a glittery holiday
decoration with the other kids.

Caleb and Abby Chen pick
“ornaments” with names of gift
recipients and their wish lists.

Carol Simon enjoys the holiday

The Chens shopped for two kids

festivities with her grandchildren,

and dropped off their purchases

Jahan and Rose Gueits.

at the CJ holiday party.

HOLIDAY PARTY PRIZE WINNERS
The Cash family.................................. Christmas tree donated by
Hughes Landscaping
The Lai family.....................................Mickie Simpson gift basket
The Chen family.................................Wild Tomato gift certificate
*Winner unknown.............................Firehouse Cleaners gift certificate
Rita Gerharz........................................Glen Echo Park birthday party package
Tom Gerharz.......................................Glen Echo Pizza & Subs gift certificate
The Amoruso family..........................Kanpai Sushi gift certificate
Gwen Arbetman.................................Market on the Boulevard gift certificate
Reed Martin........................................Eleanor Balaban gift basket
The Duffy family.................................Glen Echo Hardware gift certificate
The Chen family.................................Level Fitness 1-month membership &
personal fitness assessment
Amalia Campe....................................Bethesda Co-op basket
Betsy Lawrence...................................Level Fitness massage
August Seuschek.................................Sal’s Italian Kitchen gift certificate

For more holiday party photos check out the on-line album at cabinjohn.org.
4
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Local real estate broker
Mickie Simpson, who
donated a gift basket
for the SOME raffle
filled with items from
the Coop, stands
with the excited
winners (and a photobombing Frosty!)

PHOTOS: SUSAN SHIPP

her daughter Daisy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1



UNIQUELY CABIN JOHN:
MR Bugs’ Christmas Lights

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

UNDER CONTRACT:
2 Webb Rd

LIST PRICE
$469,000

SOLD:
6471 Wishbone Ter
$745,000*
8009 Cypress Grove Ln.
$780,000
6613 Persimmon Tree Rd. $896,610*
6401 81st St.
$900,000*
6627 81st. St.
$1,002,500
6417 Little Leigh Ct.
$1,142,500
2 Tomlinson Ct.
$1,205,000*
6914 Seven Locks Rd.
$1,275,000

*sale price has been adjusted for seller subsidy
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PHOTO: VASHTI VAN WYKE

NOV 2017 - JAN 2018

D

eep into the winter, lifelong CJ resident Mike Roark
keeps his MR BUGS Christmas lights up on his roof,
bringing a touch of light and joy to these dark, cold
winter days. (His home-based extermination business is
called MR BUGS). The lights are best seen from MacArthur
Blvd., heading east. Each December, Mike’s front yard is
jam-packed with an impressive array of holiday lights and
inflatable characters, drawing folks on foot and in cars to
ooh and ahh at the display. Thanks for all your work each
year, Mike! It’s a Cabin John tradition. VN

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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LOCAL NATURE
HAWKISH BEHAVIOR
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

I

n the midst of this bomb cyclone, five
minutes outdoors in the bracing cold is
enough to make one think about heading
back inside for a hot beverage. But for our
resident wildlife, there is no such thing as
returning indoors, no break from the strong
winds and biting cold. All they have on their
agenda is to survive yet another subzero
night. Some species manage by hibernating,
like bears, and others by going into a daily
torpor, like some rodents, only rousing
themselves to feed when needed. Even our
backyard Carolina chickadees reduce their
temperature by 50 degrees F at night to
lessen the load on their internal furnace to
keep warm. But all the active animals face
a daily existential question: How much
time do they devote to searching for food
vs. staying as stationary as possible to
minimize activity and energy expenditure?
Putting on fat for the winter—the bane of
suburbanites—is for other vertebrates a
survival mechanism, all that stands between
life and death for the birds and squirrels just
outside the window and pecking at
the feeder.
And if you do provision your feeder with
seed and suet, don’t be surprised to see
our most common large hawk taking full
advantage of your generosity. In some
neighborhoods, the red-shouldered hawk,
Buteo lineatus, has habituated to hanging
out near feeders to feast on suet-fattened
songbirds. So named because of its solid
rufous colored feathers at the shoulder, this
local bird hunter can sometimes be confused
with the Cooper’s hawk, a more slender bird
of prey with a more “athletic” looking frame
than the stocky red-shouldered. The tail with
three or four white bars is also a giveaway.
In our neighborhood, you are most likely
to see a red-shouldered hawk along the
Potomac as its preferred habitat is not
backyards but wooded habitat along streams.
Four winters ago, in February, we had a
6
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A pair of Red-shouldered Hawks preparing their nest. (Illustration by Trudy Nicholson)

heavy snowfall that remained on the ground
for a few days, blanketing the towpath in
enough snow that it was a winter gift for
those of us who love cross-country skiing.
The towpath, with its sparkling views of the
Potomac, became a destination of choice.
I was gliding home one day from below
Great Falls to Cabin John when I came upon
a red-shouldered hawk perched on a tree
branch across from me, looking over the
frozen canal. When I approached too closely
to admire it, it took off, flying ahead of me.
Then I passed it again, and this time it let me
go first, but flew along behind and landed
again. This repeat leapfrogging went on for
another mile, then I realized what might be
going on: the female red-shouldered was
using me as a hunting dog, seeing what game
I could scare up from the ground or which
birds I could flush from hiding. A rodent
of some sort traversed the trail in front of
my skis. Then a group of robins, hiding in
a clump of holly, flushed. The hawk wasted
no time and headed straight for the birds. I

never found out if the hunt was successful. It
was too cold and getting dark and I still had
a ways to go to reach home.
I had never seen such hawk behavior before,
or had been an accomplice to a hunt in such
a way. In the course of our daily lives, we are
so cut off from wild nature that the chance
to witness or be part of such an interaction
becomes more of a once in a lifetime
moment than a daily occurrence. The
opportunity happened in part by luck, and
in part because on a weekday, when others
were at work and the towpath was essentially
empty of humans, I was able to enjoy a
spectacle I would never have otherwise seen.
Life is lived on the edge for a lot of species
when the temperature drops below freezing.
But it is also when nature can rise to the
surface of our limited attention spans and
inferior levels of awareness. Venturing out
on bitter cold winter days reveals nature
waiting to be discovered. VN

Bethesda Coop
All are Welcome.

Best Wine & Beer Selection in Town
Fresh Produce Organic & Local
Gourmet Organic & Bulk Groceries
Firehook Bread & Pastries Daily
Fantastic Cheese Deli & Dairy

Local Brewers in the House
7 Locks Brewing

Tasting Friday 1/26, 5-8

Valentine’s Day Wine Tasting:Feb.10th, 3-6
www.bethesdacoop.org

301 320 2530

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Single Rooms
to Large Suites
Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

The Market

On The Boulevard
Gourmet Delicatessen  Beer & Wine Shop  Bistro & Cafe
Great Sandwiches  Bibimbap  Bulgogi Japchae  Noodles & More
Place for everyone! Featuring ; Great sandwiches featuring premium
grade Boars Head Deli Products. Gourmet snacks, chips, and drinks.
Huge Selections of beverages, domestic and imported beer & wine. Daily
prepared meals, salads, and snacks. International food selections. Fruit
Smoothies, coffee from espresso bar, and Flavor Burst Soft Ice-cream,
Catering Menu for Party and artistic presentation of selections.
Wine served by glasses or bottle with retail price.
Commitment to Excellence
The Market On The Blvd
7945 MacArthur Blvd.
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 229-2526
www.themarketon.com
themarketontheblvd@gmail.com

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING: 7:30 PM, Jan. 31 | CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER

MILLIONS FOR CANAL WORK, BUT WHAT ABOUT CJ STRETCH?
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

T

he C&O Canal in Montgomery
County is set to see major
improvements in 2018 after receiving
more than $6.7 million in funds from the
National Park Service and another $3.45
million from the state of Maryland. But will
our stretch of the canal, between Lock #7 in
Glen Echo and Lock #12 inside the Capital
Beltway, benefit? Come to the Jan. 31st CJCA
meeting to find out.
Kevin Brandt, the Superintendent for the
C&O Canal National Historic Park, will
be presenting an overview of the various
projects at the meeting, to be held at 7:30 pm
at the Clara Barton Community Center.

According to the park website, the federal
funds are designated for work on several
locks, bridges, and other water control
structures in the vicinity of Swains Lock,
Great Falls Tavern, Olmsted Island (Lock 17
and 18), Carderock, Lock 10 in Cabin John,
and Lock 7 in Glen Echo. The improvements
will help preserve the park’s historic
structures, allow them to withstand flooding
and make them easier to maintain. This
federal project is expected to be completed
in spring 2019.
Meanwhile the state monies are broken up
into two grants, one for $2.45 million to
rewater the canal from Violettes Lock (Lock
23) to Great Falls Tavern (Lock 20). The
other $1 million is for towpath rehabilitation
to improve safety. According to the C&O

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either

Canal Trust, the park is hoping to secure
an additional state grant in fiscal 2019 that
would fund rewatering efforts from Great
Falls to Lock 5, at the Maryland-D.C. line.
The CJCA, which wrote a letter in support of
the $3.45 million in state funding, has asked
Superintendent Brandt to share his insights
into how our community can help ensure
that the project continues in 2019 to rewater
the canal in Cabin John. Both projects
are expected to cause temporary towpath
detours for the close to 2 million visitors
who use the Montgomery County section of
the C&O canal each year. VN

CJ Repaving On Winter Hiatus
The latest cold snap ended the work season for the $2.1 million
county repaving project. The county has cleaned up various
staging areas and had its contractor remove its equipment. If
all goes according to plan, work should resume in mid-April.
In the meantime, please look at the work that was done in your
neighborhood and document any concerns you have. At the
February CJCA meeting we will compile a “punch list” of fixes
and outstanding work to present to the county.

soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com
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Blood Drive Set for March 4
The next community Blood Drive will take place from 10 am
to 3 pm on Sunday, March 4, at the Clara Barton Community
Center. Please contact CJ resident Karen Melchar (cjblooddrive@gmail.com) if you are willing and able to donate blood.
As always, we can use help with staffing the sign-in table and
with setup and take down. Please contact V.P. for Community
Service Nancy Russell at nc3russell@yahoo.com to volunteer.

BLOCK COORDINATOR
PROGRAM UNDERWAY
At the Nov. 29 CJCA meeting,
Nancy Russell, vice president
of community service and
outreach, presented an overview
of the CJCA’s new Block
Coordinator initiative. Cabin
John has been divided up into
roughly 31 neighborhoods
and volunteer coordinators are
being recruited to help welcome
new neighbors to Cabin John,
share information about the
Neighbor-2-Neighbor assistance
program, and communicate
any block concerns or ideas to
the CJCA.
So far, 27 block coordinators
have volunteered, covering over
50 percent of Cabin John. We

are still looking for volunteers
for the following blocks: Arden
Rd., Tomlinson Ave., 77th St.,
Longridge Ct., Seven Locks
Rd. (MacArthur to Longridge
Ct. and Longridge Ct. to
Cypress Grove), 79th St. above
MacArthur, River Trail Lane
and Ct., Wishbone Terrace,
MacArthur Blvd. (Tomlinson
Ave. to Seven Locks), and the
Gardens (both the west and
east sides).
For more information or to
volunteer (so your street is not
left out!), please contact Nancy
Russell at 301-229-1716 or
nc3russell@yahoo.com. VN

Bingo Night Set for March 9
BY BURR GRAY
President, FCBCC Board
Cabin John’s much-anticipated
once-a-year family Bingo night
is set for Friday, March 9, from
7:00 to 9:00 pm at the Clara
Barton Community Center. The
prizes will tempt any contestant,
and players of every age enjoy
an equal chance of winning.
Local celebrity callers and
helpful assistants make sure
the good-natured intensity
never flags.

Admission is free and the
event is sponsored by the
Friends of Clara Barton
Community Center. Any
proceeds fund future center
events and programs.
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Ellen Wilner
A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!

202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com

301-718-0010

L M T
Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with over 25
years of experience, provides counseling to individuals,
couples, and families. A Cabin John resident, Lisan sees
clients at her offices in Cabin John and Woodley Park, DC

Cabin Johners interested in
donating tax-deductible prizes,
large or small, should contact
Burr Gray at burrgray@aol.com.
VN

www.lisanmartintherapy.com
202.537.6614
Two Locations:
7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818
2607 Conn. Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20008
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Clara Barton Community Center
events & activities

Chess Club
Grades 1-8 | Mondays | 4:00-5:00 pm

GAME ROOM
Pool
Air Hockey
Foosball
Basketball Shootout
Video Games
Drop in to play, FREE with your Access Card.
(To get your free Access Card, register at the CBCC reception desk)
Open 3:00 to 6:00 pm for ages 9 to 18

Kids under 9 welcome if accompanied by a friend 13 or older.
Others check for availability.

for seniors
MOVIE OF THE MONTH:

Mark Felt: The Man Who Brought
Down the White House | February 21, 12:00 Noon

Senior SENSATIONS
February 7 | 12:00 Noon
• a talk on US Naval Security by Neal Gillen

Casino Royale Party -- FREE EVENT




• Sat., March 3 |Noon to 3:00 pm
• Live Music, Casino Games, Food & Drink
• At the door receive “Casino Cash” to play |Questions? Call CBCC

GENTLE YOGA FOR SENIORS
• Wednesdays 12:15 to 1:15
• Two 6-wk sessions: Jan 17-Feb 21 | Feb 28-Apr 4 | $60 per session
• Register: events.suburbanhospital.org or call 301-896-3939
Registration required

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
OPEN: Mon. & Wed. 9 am–9 pm  Tue. & Thu. 9 am–8 pm  Fri. 9 am–3 pm
Sat. & Sun. - rentals only
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec

n

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

Holy Eucharist
8:00 a.m.
Nursery Care Adult Forum
9:15 a.m.
Choral Eucharist & Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays: Morning Prayer at 9:00 a.m.; Eucharist at Noon

Taize—February 5, 7:30 pm
If you are ready to work on your spiritual life in an
intimate community faithful to ancient tradition and
tickled by our freedom, come by!

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!

n MUSIC AT REDEEMER SERIES
Sunday, February 18 at 5:00 pm
Choral Evensong for the first Sunday in Lent

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, MD 20816
301-229-3770 § office@redeemerbethesda.org
www.redeemerbethesda.org

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468
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www.go1stchoice.com

Insured

CABIN JOHNER TESTIFIES ON PROPOSED PIPELINE
BY LINDA REINISCH
CJ Resident

T

he Maryland Department
of Energy (MDE) held a
public hearing Dec. 19 in
Hancock, MD on TransCanada’s
Eastern Panhandle Expansion
Project, a proposed pipeline
that would carry fracked gas
from Pennsylvania through
Maryland, under the Potomac
River and C&O Canal in
Hancock, to its destination in
West Virginia. My family drove
up to the hearing from Cabin
John. I was hoping to learn a
lot and add my voice to those
opposed to the pipeline.
I wasn’t alone. Hundreds of
people from Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia, and D.C. turned out to
testify. In fact, so many people

attended that there were over 40
people waiting to testify when
the hearing ended at 10 pm; as
a result, the MDE scheduled
a second hearing for Jan. 22.
My testimony focused on how
important the river is to us in
Cabin John, how heavily it is
used by locals and tourists, and
how I feared for the safety of our
drinking water. I said that since
Marylanders already banned
fracking in the state, I thought
it was wrong to endanger our
water and land by bringing the
risks of fracked gas into the state
in this way. I urged Governor
Hogan, through MDE, to deny
the permit to TransCanada. The
governor has until March to
make his decision.
Scientists testified about the
fragility of the geologic structure
of the upper Potomac, with its

porous type of rock (known
as karst geology) and how a
pipeline leak could impact the
6 million people that rely on
the Potomac for their drinking
water, including us in CJ.
Many people also raised the
concern that Maryland has not
conducted a transparent study
of the environmental effects of
the proposed line.
There were passionate
advocates on both sides of
the issue, though many more
spoke in opposition than in
favor. A concern of many
Hancock residents was that
some would lose their land via
eminent domain to construct
the pipeline. However, union
workers shared their heartfelt
need for the constructions jobs
the pipeline would bring and
politicians from West Virginia

spoke of their state’s need for
the gas.
In all, it was empowering to
be part of the democratic
process and encouraging to
see that everyone had a chance
to express their opinions and
concerns, for and against. If you
want to be heard on the issue,
the MDE is accepting comments
through Jan. 25 and comments
can be sent to Governor Hogan
at any time. Comments should
reference the Nontidal Wetlands
and Waterways Permit for
the Eastern Panhandle
Expansion Project. VN

I T ’ S G O O D T O K N O W A R E A L E S TAT E A G E N T
L O N G B E F O R E Y O U A C T U A L LY N E E D O N E .

E R I C W. B R O O K S
Father. Kayaker. Cabin John expert.
Eric knows Cabin John and The Gardens like the back of his paddle. He
understands this laid-back community with its rich history, natural
beauty and access to both DC and the Canal. CJ is known as the little
village with a big name and Eric brings a fresh perspective from a
small brokerage with a big name. Whether you’re navigating a tough
real estate transaction or through Mather Gorge, Eric is the guy to call.

Eric W. Brooks

RE ALTOR ® LICENSED IN MD, DC & VA

240.532 . 20 01

eric@wydlerbrothers.com
WydlerBrothers.com | 301.463.7800
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

BRIEFLY...

Our expanded Neighborly News section will continue to highlight milestone events in the lives of
Cabin Johners, births, deaths, moves, graduations, and accomplishments. We will also continue
listing club meetings and gatherings. The section will expand to highlight interesting local events
and brief local news items as well. As always, pictures are very welcome! If you have an item
for Neighborly News (milestone, club meeting, or local event), please send it to Judy Brookes at
judy@brookes.com or call her at 301-537-4165.

TALES OF BEATRIX POTTER
The Puppet Co. Playhouse,
Glen Echo Park
Jan. 19 to Feb. 11

P

resenting three
of Potter’s
favorites, “Two Bad
Mice,” “Jemima
Puddle-Duck,” and
“Jeremy Fisher.”

The Great Backyard Bird Count
Feb. 16 to 18 , 2018
The annual Audubon Society bird count
will be held Feb. 16 to 18 this year. Anyone
can participate. For at least 15 minutes on
one or more days of the count, simply tally
the numbers and kinds of birds you see.
You can count from any location, anywhere
in the world, for as long as you wish! To
participate and record your results, register
at gbbc.birdcount.org.

SUMMER CAMP AT
GLEN ECHO PARK
Registration for summer camps at the park
opens Jan. 27. See glenechopark.org for
more details.

¡ Admission: $12
¡ Age Recommendation: 3 yrs - 9 yrs old
¡ Running Time: 45 minutes
¡ Contact Info: 301-634-5380 or
www.thepuppetco.org

C

an you name each of the canal’s
11 aqueducts? Which ones did
Confederate soldiers try to blow up
during the Civil War? How many syllables
are in “Conococheague Aqueduct”?
On Saturday, January 27, the Great Falls
Tavern at the C&O Canal National Historic
Park (11710 MacArthur Blvd, Potomac,
MD) will host The Canal Aqueducts, a
talk by Steve Dean, a photographer with

The Wednesday Morning Ladies Coffee
Group meets weekly at 10 am at The Market
on the Boulevard. Drop in and meet fellow
Cabin Johners!

or so of spirited discussions as we ponder
local issues, bemoan political offerings and
resolve international dilemmas. Email Bob
Norris at lisabobjoseph@aol.com.

The Vintage Gentlemen’s Coffee Group
meets at The Market at 10:15 am on the first
Tuesday and the third Thursday of every
month. Show up, buy your cup of coffee or
whatever and sit with the group for an hour

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A COMMUNITY
CLUB OR GROUP? Make it happen by
posting information in Neighborly News to
get the word out! Send information to Judy
Brookes at judy@brookes.com.
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Registration Open
Registration for
summer camp for
children ages 2-5
is now open at the
Clara Barton Center
for Children (7425
MacArthur Blvd).
Half-day, extendedday, and full-day
camp is available.
For more information call school director
Paula Curran at 301-320-4565.

THE CANAL AQUEDUCTS

Groups & Gatherings

12

CBCC CAMP

the C&O Canal Association. Dean takes a
special interest in the canal’s culverts and
aqueducts. The presentation will feature
beautiful photographs of the park’s 11
aqueducts and discussion of their function
and conditions today. For more info, call the
Tavern at 301-767-3709.

DULCIMER MUSIC
AT GREAT FALLS
Feb. 10 at 12:30 pm
Come to the Great Falls Tavern (11710
MacArthur Blvd, Potomac, MD) on Sat., Feb.
10 at 12:30 pm for three hours of traditional
songs performed by the Mountain Dulcimers
of Northern Virginia. Visitors may also try
their hand at playing a mountain dulcimer,
percussion instruments, or simply join in the
sing-along. The concert is free!

PHOTOS: PETER BOJANOVA , AMY ELSBREE, & SUSAN SHIPP

INAUGURAL CJ TURKEY TROT A RUNAWAY SUCCESS

S

ome 200 Cabin Johners, family and
friends came out for the first annual
Cabin John Turkey Trot held on
Thanksgiving Day. The weather was perfect
for the roughly 2.5 mile run/walk that
started at the park by the one-lane bridge,
looped participants down MacArthur Blvd.,
along the canal and back up to the park.
There was also a shorter tot trot comprised
of several loops around the park. The
overwhelming consensus is that this should
be an annual event.
The Cabin John Citizens Association would
like to thank the many volunteers who
helped make this event possible, with a
special shout out to CJCA Vice President of
Activities Irena Bojanova who took the lead
in organizing the trot.
For more Turkey Trot photos, please visit
the Cabin John Community website at
cabinjohn.org.
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KIDS' CORNER
A KID’S-EYE REVIEW OF CABIN JOHN EATERIES
BY CHARLES COURT
4th Grade
Washington Episcopal School

L

iving in Cabin John, you might
be worried there aren’t many
restaurants to go to like there are
in Washington or Rockville. But we have
two great places that I love—and that
our family can walk to whenever we like:
Fish Taco and Sal’s Italian Kitchen on
MacArthur Blvd.

FISH TACO
I like Fish Taco a lot because the food
is really good and really Mexican. I
personally love Mexican food because
the spices and everything are just so
delicious.
My favorite meal there is the Steak
Rice bowl because I like the steak plus

the beans and rice and veggies. It is
so amazing! I also love the chips with
salsa and guacamole and they’re all
homemade!
Another of my favorite dishes is the
Signature Fish Taco. I first tasted it
when my mom got one and I tasted
it. Delicious! I love cod so I would
recommend it to any other cod lovers.
I see my friend, Sawyer, there a lot
because he and his family like Fish
Taco, too. Sometimes his dad takes us
there too.
My family likes to sit and eat at the
outside tables when it’s warm enough
and to take my dog Benjamin with us.
Most people seem to like the cheese
burrito for some reason (I don’t like
cheese. Ever. Well, except on pizza).

At fishtacoonline.com you can order
your meal and then come in to pick it up
and it will be ready for you.

SAL’S ITALIAN KITCHEN
Another great restaurant is right next
to Fish Taco: Sal’s Italian Kitchen. It’s a
great Italian restaurant and has the best
spaghetti with meatballs ever. But the
best dish there is the calamari! Did you
know calamari is really squid? Whatever,
it’s delish. My friend and I feast on it.
I also like the atmosphere at Sal’s. The
people who work there are really nice
and funny. And the food comes out
pretty fast too!
Open every day of the week.
salsitaliankitchen.net | 240-802-2370

Open every day of the week.
fishtacoonline.com | 301-229-0900

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

OPaLDC.com

MHIC #135041

MHIC #135041
OPaLDC.com
OPaL | Homes as Unique as You Are | Located in Downtown Cabin John

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com
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OPaL | Homes as Unique as You Are | Located in Downtown Cabin John

THE RIXEY DEVELOPMENT CO., INC
CABIN JOHN, MARYLAND

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things
that we work on in our fun-filled
exercise class. Come join us on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our new
starting time is 9 am! For more
information contact Carolyn at
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

services email support@dc-pc.com or call
Jim at 202-841-0873.

PSYCHOTHERAPY IN CABIN
JOHN. Lisan Martin, MSW provides
individual, couples and family therapy
at her Cabin John office, as well as
in Woodley Park, D.C. More about
Lisan can be found on her website,
www.lisanmartintherapy.com, or
contact her at 202-537-6614.

Custom homes, additions, kitchens, baths, renovations;
projects of any size to meet the most demanding budgets.

301-320-1689

therixeydevelopmentcompanyinc.com

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC
Computer Support offers friendly,
personalized computer services to local
residents. Services include maintenance,
repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc
setups, virus and spyware removal,
networking and training. Appointments
are available mornings, afternoons
and evenings. Telephone and e-mail
support is also available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about our

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play
dates at my home with new friends,
overnight stays at my home or
yours - fenced-in yard means lots
of playtime. I will pick-up and
return your pet for play dates! Many
neighborhood references. http://www.
licksandleashes.net/ Lauren Nicholas
cell 808-286-6556
ELDER CARE HELP. Cabin John
woman resident is looking for
household work. Service includes:
laundry, light cleaning, meal prep.
grocery shopping. References
available. Please contact Lynn at
dcwaterstore@gmail.com
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day
Care since 1991. References available.
Call Siew. 301-320-4280.
TO PLACE AN AD in the Village
News classifieds contact Jordan Creed at
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JANUARY
31

CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm
Topic: C&O Canal National

Historic Park Superintendent
Kevin Brandt will discuss the canal
improvements getting underway.

FEBRUARY
8

MoCo Quiet Skies Meeting
7:30 pm
Brookmont Church

Blood Drive
Clara Barton Center
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Join area neighbors working to
decrease airplane noise in our
neighborhoods.

To sign-up or volunteer, email
cjblooddrive@gmail.com

28

CJ residents check out the
iced-over Potomac River
during some of January’s
frigid temperatures.

MARCH
4

CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm

9

Bingo Night
Clara Barton Center
7:00 - 9:00 pm
To donate prizes, contact Burr
Gray at burrgray@aol.com

21

CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm
Due to MCPS spring break,
the CJCA meeting will be held a
week earlier.

