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On Sept. 5, just one day before the 
State Highway Administration 
(SHA) released 26 industry 

responses to their request for information 
regarding Gov. Hogan’s Beltway and 
I-270 expansion plan, SHA cancelled its 
participation in the Sept. 26 CJCA meeting. 

The official reason was that it had received 
some 2,000 public comments regarding 
the first phase of the massive $9 billion 
transportation project and needed time to 
digest them. However, with a number of 
activist groups forming in opposition to this 
effort, the state seems to be shying away from 
public engagement more generally and may 
be taking time to reformulate their strategy.
 
The CJCA believes it is important to closely 
follow this issue. On Sept. 4, Charlotte and 
Russ Leighton hosted a meeting with State 
Delegate Marc Korman, who has serious 
concerns with the way the state is handling 
this undertaking. He believes the state 
decided on a public-private partnership 
and is now trying to “back fill” the process 
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One of the big benefits the co-op offers 
is convenience. Not only are they within 
walking distance, they also stay open 
13-hours a day, from 8 am to 9 pm. (On 
Sundays the hours are 8 am to 8 pm.) 
But the nearness and long hours are not 
translating into adequate sales. Please bring 
your suggestions and concerns. Come join 
the conversation to help the co-op serve our 
community for years to come. 

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CO-OP LOOKING TO SAVE CABIN JOHNERS A TRIP ACROSS 
ONE-LANE BRIDGE

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 
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It's back to school time! Here a Bannockburn Elementary School teacher greets students 
boarding their bus. (More back to school photos on page 9.)

The Bethesda Co-op has served 
as Cabin John’s neighborhood 
market for 35 years. Back in the day, 

its natural food offerings made it a unique 
destination that drew customers from miles 
away. But supermarkets now sell aisles of 
organic products and the co-op knows it 
needs to do more to stay relevant. 

At the Sept. 26 Cabin John Citizens 
Association meeting we will be hosting a 
conversation with the Co-op starting at 
7:30 p.m. at the community center. It’s your 
chance to tell Co-op General Manager Helen 
Atkocious, a Cabin John resident, and her 
assistant, Mary Jaeger, what the store needs 
to stock and other changes it should consider 
to make you a regular customer. They also 
will share some challenges they face and 
answer questions about the business.

VN

What do YOU want to see on the 
Co-op shelves?
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Hello,

We live on Riverside Drive 
and have to pass under the 
Clara Barton bridge to get to 
our neighborhood street. This 
bridge has become a troll mecca 
for graffiti artists. Unfortunately, 
the “art” often consists of foul 
language, angry expletives, 
and an array of pornographic 
drawings. We are assaulted by 
these words and images every 
time we leave and return to our 
riverside home. It creates the 
feeling of urban decay we hoped 
to leave behind in New York 
City 10 years ago. 

Our young daughter has asked 
the meaning of these words 
and images over the years, as 
she leans against the window 
coming home from an innocent 
day at school. It feels like a 
violation to have to explain it 
to her. 

Devoted residents have 
purchased paint and supplies 
and taken on the labor intensive 
job of covering the graffiti 
murals many times over — only 
to have their efforts trashed 
within months by new acts 

of vandalism. Not only does 
this visual eye sore depress the 
residents, it is a problem for our 
future property values. Potential 
buyers have commented on 
the graffiti as a negative for the 
neighborhood and identified it 
as one of the reasons not to buy.

I don’t know what the solution 
is short of pooling our money 
to buy faux cameras or figure 
out how to get permission to 
install lights. It’s unfair that 
the residents have to live a 
ground hog day existence by 
painting, and re-painting, year 
in, year out, at their own time 
and expense to avoid four 
letter words plastered on our 
neighborhood surfaces. 

Thank you for listening,

Neighbor 
on Riverside Drive

LETTERLETTER
To the Editor

Is there a lasting solution to the Riverside 
bridge graffiti?

The Village News received this letter from a neighbor on 
Riverside Drive who would prefer to remain anonymous. If 
other neighbors have ideas about how to address this ongoing 
problem or would like to volunteer to help with the effort, 
please contact Susan Shipp, CJCA President, at 
jsjshipp3@verizon.net.
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to support their preferred 
approach. 

Korman also said that this 
project, like most state 
transportation initiatives, falls 
entirely within the purview 
of the executive branch. The 
legislative branch typically 
engages by holding oversight 
hearings. 

Korman urged Cabin Johners 
to participate in the public 
process by attending meetings 
and submitting comments. He 
also suggested we keep track 
of what the various advocacy 
groups are doing. The CJCA 
needs more people to help us 
track this incredibly important 
and complicated issue. If you are 
interested in getting involved, 
please reach out.  

I-495 EXPANSION
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VN

NEVER LET IT BE 

SAID THAT CABIN 

JOHNERS LEAVE 

STONES UNTURNED! 

Before 77th Street was 
excavated in June, I 
told the contractor I 

wanted to be around. I had a 
feeling something unexpected 
would be discovered, and I 
was right: 77th Street was once 
at least a partial stone road. 

STONE ROAD UNCOVERED ON 77TH STREET

Paving stones were exposed 
between two and six inches 
below grade approaching the 
street’s high point from the 
south. Other stone pavings 
at deeper grades could have 
been nearer to MacArthur 
Boulevard, but the contractor 
didn’t need to find out. Might 
the stone road have been 
stop-here advertising by the 
American Land Company 
back when –  an analog to 
the advertising seen now in 
development-named brick-
and-stone walls framing 
gateway streets? We may never 
know. But with a 20-minute 
window until the stones were 
covered in asphalt, Daphne 
and I did manage to rescue 
four. Forensics, anyone?

PHOTO: COURTESY OF ERIC FEDERING

BY ERIC FEDERING
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 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com
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THEN AND NOW

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

It's September and crossing the One 
Lane Bridge during the school run once 
again weighs heavily on the minds of 

Cabin John parents, same as it once did 
many decades ago.

As Cabin John developed from the rural 
pastures of the late 1800s to the folksy 
village of the 1960s and beyond, local 
children attended schools that ranged from 
a nearby one room log cabin to a slightly 
larger schoolhouse on Wilson Lane, fraught 
with the long walk across the Union Arch 
Bridge. Heart stopping anecdotes recount 
kids walking along parapets while traffic and 
pedestrians shared the unguarded lane. 

Local African American children 
faced further challenges to educational 
opportunities, moving from various schools 
to a five year period of no schooling options 
at all. 

With the 1928 opening of the Glen Echo-
Cabin John School (the former elementary 
school now houses Clara Barton Center for 
Children, a preschool that opened there in 
1975, a year after the school closed.), Cabin 
John's children returned to this side of 
the bridge. In 1955, it was among the first 
integrated schools in Montgomery County 
and served as a successful model for others.

Constructed in 1867 on land purchased from 
the Dowling family for $5.00, Cabin John's 
first school was a log cabin along Persimmon 
Tree Road. Named the Friendship School, it 
was replaced by a single room wood-frame 
building in 1884. Norman Touhey recalled 
attending the Friendship School as a six year 
old in Elizabeth Kytle's Time Was, A Cabin 
John Memory Book: “We had double desks 
at school, and you could sit with anybody 
you wanted to. We had one teacher, Maud 
Carlisle . . . and you had children in that 
school up to 16, 17, and 18 years old not 
gone through the eighth grade yet, because 
they were farm boys and farm boys only 
went to school three or four months a year, 
in the winter time.”

SCHOOL TRANSITIONS 
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One of the founding members of the 
Friendship School, J.W.D. Moore (father of 
Lilly Stone, a significant figure in her own 
right) owned much of the surrounding 
land and likely established Moore's School, 
the first school for local African American 
children in 1880 between River Road and 
MacArthur Boulevard. 

In 1898, Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion Church 
was founded and named for Sarah Gibson, 
a freed slave who donated part of her 4-1/2 
acre plot on Seven Locks Road to establish 
a modest church and school. Though the 
original church and one room schoolhouse 
are long gone, the Gibson Grove A.M.E. 
Zion church stands in the vicinity of the 
original structures, though sadly this 1923 
historically significant building continues 
to decay. (There is a somewhat hidden 
sign along Seven Locks Road with detailed 
information about Sarah Gibson, Gibson 
Grove Church, Moses Hall, and the historic 
black cemetery behind the church. A future 
“Then and Now” column will explore this 
topic further.). 

The Friendship School closed its door 
in 1914 and was eventually demolished. 

Moore's School combined with the Gibson 
Grove school in 1911 and was renamed the 
Cabin John Elementary School, but closed in 
1922 due to low attendance. Its 24 students 
spent the next five years without any school 
they were permitted to attend. Under 
pressure from a group of Cabin John parents, 
the Board of Education rented Moses Hall, 
a community meeting lodge for freed slaves 
near the church, to serve as a schoolhouse. 
In 1931, Moses Hall students were moved to 
the River Road School. 

From 1914, white children attended the Glen 
Echo School on Wilson Lane. A small wood 
frame schoolhouse, it was built in 1892 and 
later partitioned into three rooms with the 
rustic charms of an outdoor toilet and well. 
As the community grew and Washington, 
D.C. limited student enrollment to local 
taxpayers, the Glen Echo School became 
more crowded. Cabin John and Glen Echo 
citizens voiced pressing calls for a new 
school. Land was purchased in Cabin John 
from the owner of the Cabin John Hotel, 
Mrs. Bobinger, for $15,000 and despite the 
contentious issue of naming (Glen Echo 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE4

The old Clara Barton school—with its architecturally important facade partially obscured 
by a 1960s addition—today.
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The Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion Church today. A modest church 
and one room school house stood in the area before this structure 
replaced them in 1923. Moses Hall (now gone) was in a nearby area 
behind the church.

ultimately got top billing, while 
Cabin John the location) the 
Glen Echo-Cabin John School 
was born in 1928. With strong 
civic pride from the get-go, the 
new school received gifts from 
local groups, including not 
one but two pianos, as well as a 
cherished painting donated by 
a local woman, “only to send 
her husband hurrying to the 
school that evening to retrieve 
their marriage license which had 
always been kept in the back of 
the picture frame.”

Designed by prominent 
Washington area architect 
Howard Wright Cutler, the 
original red brick Glen Echo-
Cabin John School was among 
the first of many schools in the 
county designed by Cutler. A 
departure from the traditional, 
homey spaces of small one and 
two room schoolhouses, these 

modern buildings reflected 
Montgomery County's growing 
identity through a more 
urbane, modern architecture. 
The original facade of the 
Glen Echo-Cabin John School 
(facing MacArthur Boulevard), 
with its Art Deco lines and 
centered decorative stone 
relief, was considered the most 
architecturally important aspect 
of the building. Unfortunately, 
a 1960s addition to the school 
partly obscures this noteworthy 
facade. 

According to a Maryland 
Historic Trust site survey, the 
school “exemplifies the spirit 
of Montgomery County's new 
academic vision. . . The new 
image which this building 
presents—the image of a solid 
and stable institution that is 
both tradition and modern—is 
the visual equivalent of major 
reforms in the public school 
system during the post World 
War 1 period.” 

TRANSITIONS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Befitting this symbolic reform, 
the school changed its name 
in 1944 to honor a woman, 
Clara Barton, the founder of 
the American Red Cross. And 
in 1954, it became one of the 
first schools in the county to 
integrate following the landmark 
Supreme Court case Brown v. 

Board of Education.
After the opening of 
Bannockburn Elementary 
School in 1957, enrollment 
at Clara Barton dropped. The 
school closed in 1974. A year 
later the preschool opened there. 
The trip across the Union Arch 
Bridge resumed.

events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. & Wed.  9 am–9 pm � Tue. & Thu.  9 am–8 pm � Fri.  9 am–3 pm

Sat. & Sun. - rentals only                                                  
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec

for seniors

MOVIE OF THE MONTH:  
The Final Year|Oct 15, 12:00 Noon
Foreign policy as Obama winds up his 2nd term

Ping Pong 
Mondays -3:30-4:30 
Tues & Thurs - 2:30-4:00

Pickleball 
Mondays - Noon to 1:30

DROP IN, GET MOVING

Use the activity numbers above to register at apm.activecommunities.com/
montgomerycounty. Or call the CBCC for more  information

Oct 10 Bingo
Oct 24 Plan a European Holiday:
 What to do, see, eat in Paris, London, Copenhagen
Oct 31 “Trick or Treat” Halloween event

Wednesdays at Noon:

Walking Club in the Social Hall 
                          Mon, Tue,Thurs  10:00-10:45
          Wed 9:00-10:00, Fri 10:00-11:00
          Call CBCC for more information

Club Friday | October to May
 }3rd Fri. of the Month | 7:00-9:00 PM 
Games, Crafts, Movies, Sports, Special 
Events, Snack Bar, Raffles
$62 for the season
Register for activity # 56536

Chess Club | 3-8 gr.
 }Mondays | 4:00-5:00
 }October 1 to December 3
Non-competitive, all skill levels welcome
Register for activity # 42465

Kids Can Cook! | 3-6 gr.
 }Tuesdays | 4:30-5:30, 
 }October 2 to November 6
Make yummy healthy food
Different menu every time!
Register for activity # 56300

Game Room
HANG OUT & SOCIALIZE WITH 
Pool, Foosball, Air Hockey, Basketball, 
Video Games

Open Gym | Ages 9-18
 }Wednesdays | 4:00-6:00
 }Soccer, Football, Badminton, 
       Indoor Hockey

Get your free “Gym Rat” card at the 
CBCC desk |Good at any MoCo 
Community Center

Trick or Treat 
 }Include the CBCC on your 
       Halloween route
 }Candy available 6:00-8:30 PM for 
       kids with an adult
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LOCAL NATURE
Developer, Homeowner, Spare that Hickory!
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

In January of 1837, poet and songwriter 
George Pope Morris’s most famous work, 
"Woodman, Spare that Tree,” appeared in 

The Mirror (under the title “The Oak”). Since 
that time, the poem (later turned 
into song) has been heralded as 
a plea to spare stately trees; it 
remains as relevant today as it 
was when pioneers started felling 
the mature forests of Virginia 
and Maryland in earnest. Back in 
1837, a rich green blanket—one 
of the most diverse temperate 
broadleaved forests in the world—
stretched from what is now 
southern Bethesda across Cabin 
John Creek to the Potomac River. 
It was filled with oaks, beeches, 
chestnuts, maples, hickories, 
catalpas, tulip poplars, ash, and 
hemlock, among many other tree 
species.

In the 1920s, the dominant tree, 
the chestnut, disappeared, killed 
off by a blight from China. Over 
the past few years, ash trees have 
been dying as a result of the 
introduced emerald ash borer (a 
kind of long-horned beetle, pretty 
but deadly). Now, the eastern 
hemlocks face doom from the 
woolly adelgid, a non-native 
leafhopper accidentally introduced 
from East Asia. Today, we can 
add a new set of threats to towering trees 
as a result of native actors: contractors and 
developers out to maximize profit, and local 
homeowners fearful of living next to or 
under the canopy of big trees.

Some of the trees, such as the oaks and tulip 
poplars in steep parts of Cabin John Creek, 
have been around since Morris penned his 
poem. And chances are that any tree taller 

than fifty feet has been a resident of Cabin 
John longer than any living person who has 
moved in under its boughs. In short, big 
trees have tenure; on their timescale, most of 
us are recent immigrants to Cabin John.

The growing trend in our neighborhood 
is nevertheless to treat big native trees 
as disposable lawn ornaments or as 

existential threats to our lives. Developers 
have targeted Cabin John as one of the 
last neighborhoods left inside the Beltway 
offering old bungalows on large tracts of 
land. Like vultures, these developers swoop 
in and purchase these “tear-downs” to erect 
McMansions in their place. The footprint 
required to add so much house/lot results in 
taking down the big trees “in the way.” In the 

most egregious example, Foxhall Builders 
cut down several large native trees to add 
a new home, even though the contractor 
and realtor promised not to do so, and the 
trees could easily have been spared during 
construction. The problem was that the 
developers were within their legal rights: a 
contractor must only pay a small fee to the 
county, something like $50/tree, to commit a 

crime against nature. 

What is a majestic mature 
willow oak or red oak or red 
maple worth, anyway? Scientists 
specializing in “ecosystem 
services” attempt to put a price 
tag on creatures like big trees, 
arguing that placing a monetary 
value on wild things like oaks 
will enlighten policymakers to 
see the value of passing laws 
to preserve them rather than 
a strict emotional appeal to 
save them. Pricing aside, the 
ecological value of big trees is 
great. The ecological value of 
big trees extends far beyond 
the shade they provide in 
our increasingly scorching 
summers or the amount of 
carbon dioxide they sponge 
up from the atmosphere as the 
climate-change crisis worsens. 
Big trees also help retain soil, 
minimize runoff in heavy rains, 
and provide habitat for wildlife, 
especially shelter and food.

Few local trees are more 
valuable than the several species 
of hickories that call our local 

forest home. In times of food scarcity, native 
Americans relied on the stately hickory with 
its edible nuts to make flour from the nut 
meal and extract oil, as sources of protein 
and fat. Many animals, including deer, 
Eastern chipmunks, Red and Gray Foxes and 
Flying Squirrels, raccoons, and rabbits all eat 
Hickory nuts. Squirrels may bury some of 
the nuts rather than eating them right away, 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE4
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a practice that helps to disperse 
the hickories if the squirrels 
don’t return to eat the nuts at a 
later date. Among birds, Wild 
Turkeys, bobwhites, Red-bellied 
woodpeckers, Blue jays, Rose-
breasted grosbeaks and even 
Wood ducks feed on hickory 
nuts. Beyond the nut bonanza, 
the leaves of hickories feed 
the caterpillars of around 200 
species of butterflies and moths, 
including the Banded and 
Hickory Hairstreak butterflies, 
the giant Luna moth, the Regal 
moth, the Hickory tussock, and 
the most remarkable  of all, 
the Hickory Horned Devil, the 
largest native North American 
caterpillar, and my vote for the 
subject of a sci-fi epic that could 
be called Attack of the Hickory 
Horned Devil.  Google this 
species and marvel at what one 

would be like if crazed scientists 
had grown giant caterpillars 
to replace human fighters and 
they escaped control and went 
berserk. 

I am drifting off topic here 
because the last point is hard 
to write about. Increasingly, 
we see neighbors, who are 
environmentally sensitive in 
every other way, considering 
cutting down their magnificent 
oaks and catalpas, to name a few, 
out of the rarely substantiated 
fear that the tree will fall on 
their house. The simplest way 
to prevent branches or limbs 
from coming down is to have 
your trees annually inspected 
by an arborist and pruned 
if necessary to remove dead 
branches and overhanging 
limbs. The environmental 
benefits of having more shade 
in the summer in your yard or 
the aesthetic pleasure of more 

birds should be enough to offset 
the added cost of tree pruning. 
Rather than cut trees, you 
can be a great environmental 
citizen by planting a new 
native (they can be obtained 
for free from:  https://www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/
green/trees/tree-montgomery.
html ). 

If you must cut a tree, consider 
planting five new ones, making 
sure they are native (native 
plants don’t need as much water 
as non-native to get started 
and the caterpillars of native 
moths and butterflies and other 
insects can’t digest the leaves 
of non-native trees and shrubs, 
so the birds go hungry). If you 
prefer an open space, a sun 
garden of native wildflowers 
and sun-loving shrubs is easy to 
maintain—no need for watering 
after the first year for native 
plants adapted to Maryland’s 

climate—making everyone 
from hummingbirds to 
monarch butterflies to flower 
beetles happy.

A recent Washington Post 
article reported that street 
surface temperatures in tree-
lined streets are often twenty 
degrees cooler in summer than 
those lacking shade trees. Our 
street in Cabin John used to 
have many big trees, but as a 
result of extensive new house 
construction, it may well have 
gained the dubious distinction 
of being the most exposed street 
in Cabin John. Every summer 
I long for a line of oaks and 
hickories to walk under as I 
head up the street and into the 
blazing sun. Homeowners and 
developers, too, please spare our 
sacred trees.

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

NATURE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

VN
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Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman

Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall

MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

C:  202-549-6492
H:  301-229-4639

MD. Lics.  # 5753

CJCA NEWS

FINAL PIECE OF CJ REPAVING 
SCHEDULED
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, SEPT. 26  |  
CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

After a year of inactivity, 
county engineers have 
finally provided a 

timeline for moving forward 
with the rebuilding and 
repaving of lower 78th Street. 
In Oct. 2017, the county paving 
crew turned 78th Street over to 
the Division of Transportation 
Engineering to proceed with 
rebuilding the retaining 
wall that supports 78th near 
MacArthur Blvd. 

The project languished until 
July when engineering officials 
visited the site. In August the 

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

land was surveyed and the 
county is hopeful that the 
road can be completed yet 
this year, according to Daniel 
Sheridan, the division's 
transportation planning and 
design section chief. 

Sheridan provided a tentative 
schedule that anticipates 
submitting a final sealed plat to 
MC DOT by Oct. 12 and wall 
construction beginning in late 
Oct. or early Nov., followed by 
paving. There are a few critical 
qualifiers in the plan, but the 
latest indications are that the 
county has a contractor in mind 
and is working on several fronts 
to complete this work. VN

 

Wine & Beer  
Tastings: 

Sept. 15, 22 & 29 
Seven Locks In the House-Oct. 6!

Come Find your Favorite  

    
www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320-2530  

 Bethesda Coop 
                                                                        Since 1975 

All are Welcome! 

Gourmet Organic & Bulk Groceries   
Fresh Produce  Fantastic Cheeses 

Best Wine & Beer Selection in Town 
Local Bread & Pastries Daily  
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B E S T  O F  WA S H I N G TO N  2 018

TOP  PROD UCER

Thank you Cabin John for helping me secure Top Agent!

The ever-growing Bannockburn 1419 
bus stop at MacArthur and 79th St.

The first-day-of-
school crowd at 
the Bannockburn 
bus stop on 
Tomlinson Ave. 

:

Bannockburn 
boys wait for the 
bus at Wishbone 
Terrace.

:

Laila Blunt, Aarav 
Rajani, and Samuel 
Campe (CJ 
neighbors, 1419 
bus riders, and 
now 3rd grade 
Bannockburn 
classmates!)

:
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
12 Froude Circle $600,000 2 1 0 1,156
3 Froude Circle $675,000 3 2 0 1,305
6414 83rd Pl $1,049,000 4 4 1 2,700
6416 Little Leigh Way $1,087,000 4 3 2 2,007
7916 Longridge Ct. $1,150,000 4 3 2 3,042
8025 Riverside Av. $1,799,000 4 4 1 3,418

UNDER CONTRACT:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
6440 Wishbone Ter $799,900 3 3 2 1,906

SOLD:
6713 Tomlinson Terrace $1,075,000 4 3 2 2,828
7719 Tomlinson Terrace $1,155,000 4 3 0 2,430

AUG 2018 - SEPT 2018

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN Landscaping Professionals  

Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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BLOCK PARTY BUILDS CAMARADERIE IN EVERGREEN

Cabin John’s Evergreen 
neighborhood on 
Cypress Grove 
Lane hosted its 2nd 

annual block party on Sept. 8. 
This year’s potluck gathering 
welcomed several new families 
to the neighborhood. While 
rain forced the party indoors, 
great food and good company 
made for a fun end-of-summer 
celebration. 

Block parties are a great way 
to engage with 
your neighbors, 
build community, 
and encourage 
discussion about 
what people value 
or wish to improve 
on their street. 
Over the last two 
years, a majority of 
Evergreen neighbors 
have joined forces 
to replace their 
subdivision sign, 
connect with their 

neighbors, and advocate for 
additional street lighting.

Tips For Organizing A 
Block Party

Organizing a block party is 
relatively easy, but advance 
planning is still necessary. 
Successful block parties are laid 
back and planned to minimize 
cost. If you already know some 
of your neighbors, try asking 
them if they’d like to help 

with the planning. An initial 
group of two to three dedicated 
volunteers is all you need to 
get the ball rolling. If you don’t 
know any of your neighbors, 
consider hosting a planning 
meeting at your home or local 
gathering place. You may have 
to distribute flyers or go door-
to-door to get the word out. 
Posting to your neighborhood 
listserv is another option.

Other Steps May 
Include:

l Determine the best forms 
of communication with your 
neighbors for securing sign-
ups, promoting the event, 
and sharing information. This 
could include flyers, signs, 
group emails and/or listserv 
communication.

l Recruit additional volunteers 
and begin planning at least 
three months in advance of your 
desired block party date. Decide 
whether or not you would like to 
pick a rain date. Consider peak 
vacation season constraints, 
holidays, and major local events 
when picking a date.  

BY CHARLOTTE TROUP 
LEIGHTON
Regular Contributor

l Share your save-the-date with 
neighbors well in advance.

l If your block party requires 
the closing of a street(s), a 
county permit may be necessary. 
Check with local representatives. 

l Plan a potluck in order to 
provide free food and drinks 
at your block party.  SignUp 
Genius works well for block 
party planning. Regular 
reminders and/or sign-up 
deadlines are helpful.

l Don’t forget to ask neighbors 
to donate ice, folding tables, 
chairs, grills, trash cans, utensils, 
and disposable plates, etc.

l Consider pooling resources 
for music, games, ice 
cream vendor and/or other 
entertainment. Another option 
is to approach local businesses 
for donations, keeping in mind 
that most get a lot of requests.

l Remember to post “no 
parking” signs a couple of days 
in advance of your party.

l Solicit the help of volunteers 
for post-party cleanup.  VN
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OUT IN THE GARDEN
GARDENING RESOURCES IN CABIN JOHN
BY RENEE KOTZ
Regular Contributor

Cabin John is filled with great 
gardens, but who are some of the 
expert gardeners and where can 

we turn for help with our own gardens? 
To answer these questions, I started by 
canvassing the community to identify 
trained Master Gardeners (MGs) in Cabin 
John. Learning that our own CJ garden club 
was disbanded years ago, I also researched 
area garden clubs to learn more about them.

Master Gardener programs are volunteer 
programs offered through universities 
that train people in the science and art of 
gardening to become resources in their 
own communities. The MG program was 
founded in 1973 in Seattle as a way to 
help meet the overwhelming demand for 
gardening advice about, for example, plants 
that grow best locally, gardening techniques, 
and how to identify and manage pests and 
problems. Today, there are over 95,000 active 
Master Gardeners in all 50 states. 

Maryland’s program began in 1978 as part of 
University of Maryland Extension (UME). 
The Montgomery County Extension office 
is located in Derwood and offers training 
once a year; it maintains an informative 
website at extension.umd.edu/mg/locations/
montgomery-county-masters-gardeners.

I was able to connect with a handful of 
trained Master Gardeners who reside in 
Cabin John.* Bramman Avery, of 75th 
place, was trained as an MG in 2001 simply 
because he liked gardening. Although he is 
not currently an active member, he is willing 
to be a resource to CJ neighbors. Bramman 
acknowledges that while MGs don’t have 

all the answers, they at least know where to 
look; he relies on a massive book with color-
coded pages, “The Ortho Problem Solver.” 

John Gelb, of Arden Road, was trained in 
2000, and his wife, Susan, in 1987. Both 
of them, like me, are currently in “hiatus” 
status. John became an MG because he was 
retired and looking for additional activity, 
and because he enjoys growing things 
and being with people with an interest in 
nature. Susan is also a Certified Professional 
Horticulturist, which is earned through 
a combination of educational and work 
experiences. Other CJ master gardeners 
include Judith Bell and Shelley Rudick, of 
Cabin Road, and Heidi Bumpers (see the 
sidebar interview).

As for me, I became a Master Gardener in 
2016, and getting trained as an MG was a 
means to an end, not the end itself. I don’t 
log in the necessary hours to retain an 
“active” status (i.e., mandatory 25 hours of 
volunteer time plus 10 hours of advance 
training per year). Instead, I work part-time 
at American Plant and volunteer monthly 
at a local assisted living facility providing 
horticultural therapy. 

While Cabin John no longer maintains its 
own garden club, the National Capital Area 
Garden Club serves the greater Washington, 
D.C. area with 2,224 members and 70 
garden clubs organized among four Districts 

(ncagardenclubs.org). The District IV 
clubs, directed by my friend and gardener-
extraordinaire Melissa Siegel, includes 20 
area gardening clubs, including Bethesda, 
Chevy Chase, Kenwood, Potomac Village, 
Sumner, and Westmoreland Hills. As a 
member, these clubs offer great camaraderie 
and education opportunities; they host four 
“schools” -- Environmental, Gardening, 
Flower Show, and Landscape Design. 
They also offer resources such as “Ask-A-
Gardener” tables at some of their events.  
(Rather than start a new club in CJ, I’m on a 
mission to explore the local gardening clubs 
to find the best fit).  

In terms of businesses, the Bethesda 
Co-op sells herb and tomato plants and 
annuals, and Alisa Young, who works at 
the Co-op, received her Master Gardener 
training in Washington State. And, finally, 
as an American Plant employee, I would 
be remiss not to mention that this family-
owned business, with a beltway location just 
a couple miles from Cabin John, is a great 
local resource for gardeners as well. Between 
CJ Master Gardeners, area gardening clubs, 
and nearby businesses, there is a wealth of 
gardening resources available to Cabin John 
residents with green—or brown! —thumbs.
VN

*Apologies to anyone I may have missed. 
Please contact me so we can maintain a 
current list of MGs in CJ at kotzrenee@live.
com.
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What year were you trained 
as an MG? I took the class 
last winter (2017)  after I 
retired from my law firm.

Are you an active member? 
How do you accumulate 
hours? Yes. I work weekly in 
the demonstration garden 
in Derwood, Maryland. 
The garden shows folks 
innovative ways to grow 
food and provides over 
2,000 pounds of fresh 
vegetables every year 
of fresh vegetables to 
Manna Food bank. I have 
also been working on 
gleaning projects for the 
Montgomery County Food 
Council to address food 
waste by picking leftover 
crops for donations to 
schools, shelters, and soup 
kitchens. Last year I was 
involved in the “Grow it, Eat 
it” and “Close Encounters 
with Agriculture” programs 
for kids. I led a group from 
Bannockburn Elementary
School, so that was fun! 

What motivated you to 
take the course?  We 
have a 40-acre farm in 
Leitersburg, Maryland, 
about an hour from CJ and 
I knew nothing, so I wanted 
to increase my knowledge 
and also was looking for 
some new challenges upon 
my retirement in April. (The 
class was about 50% men 
and women retirees, 25% 
moms with school age 
children, and 25% younger 
guys who were looking to 
get into medicinal marijuana 
- fun group).

What doors or experiences 
has it opened for you?
I met interesting (and super 

dedicated) folks, certainly 
have learned a ton and also 
found out how little I know, 
but also how others operate 
on guesswork too - not as 
precise a “science” as I 
thought. 

What areas most interest 
you in gardening? We 
recently received a USDA 
grant to convert a 12-acre 
field at our farm into a native 
plant pollinator meadow, 
so I am trying to learn more 
about native plants, how 
to get rid of invasives, and 
the interaction between 
pollinators and crops. We 
also put in Maryland’s first 
Community Solar project 
for our neighbors, so I am 
working on co-location 
of solar and productive 
crops (such as growing 
arugula) under and around 
the panels. I am probably 
in over my head, but 
Maryland has some nice 
folks in DNR [Department of 
Natural Resources] and the 
Agriculture Dept. who have 
been really helpful.

Any ideas for the Village 
News gardening column? 
People are always 
interested in deer resistant 
plants and I am trying 
to get into more edible 
landscaping. I have a great 
book on edible landscaping 
in Maryland written by 
Michael Judd (who is 
an excellent speaker). 
He’s from Frederick and 
designed all the gardens for 
the Volt restaurants. 

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

Interview with CJ 
Master Gardener 
Heidi Bumpers, of 
Seven Locks Rd.

VN



14 www.cabinjohn.org ⏐ September 2018

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com.  

HEALTHY KIDS RUN AGAIN!

VN

The Healthy Kids Running Series returns to Cabin John this fall! The Clara Barton Center for 
Children has partnered with Healthy Kids to bring the running series to Cabin John since Fall 
2015. Races take place on Sunday afternoons from 3:15 to 4:30 pm at the Cabin John Local 
Field, next to the Clara Barton Community Center. The series is open to all children ages two 
years old through 8th grade. 

Race Dates: Sept. 16, 23, 30 & Oct. 7, 14

Registration: runsignup.com/hkrscabinjohn

Volunteer/questions: Contact Kathleen Wolf at cabinjohnhkrs@gmail.com

NATIONAL SOLAR TOUR STOPS 
IN CJ ON OCT. 6
    …An invitation to learn about solar power 
    for your home

Jim and Sherri Heller, 15 year owner-
occupants, at 6408 78th Street, cordially 
invite members of the Cabin John 
community and beyond, to an open house 
on Oct. 6, from 11 am until 5 pm; light 
refreshments will be served. They write: 
“Our house is being showcased as a part 
of the National Solar Tour Fall 2018. 
(nationalsolartour.org/tour-locations/) We 
recently outfitted our home with an 11.7 KW 
solar array using services sourced from the 
Montgomery County Solar Coop. (www.
solarunitedneighbors.org/maryland/); our 
prime provider was Solar Energy World of 
Elkridge, MD. So far, our results are meeting 
expectations and we want to share. We are 
pleased to report that our August PEPCO 
bill was $55 for our 3150 square foot home. 
(Kinda’ hot this August!) It is important to 
consider that we use electricity for almost all 
the appliances in our home, with only one 
cooktop using LP gas.”

Small cell antennas meeting
Neighbors who are concerned about 5G 
small cell antennas being installed on 
neighborhood telephone poles, or who want 
to learn more about the issue, can attend 
a County Council public hearing on Sept. 
25 at 7:30 pm in the third-floor hearing 
room of the Council Office Building at 
100 Maryland Avenue in Rockville. You 
can learn more about the issue at www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/towers.

5 CJ boys, 1 dad, and a big bike adventure!

Billy Ward, Michael Ward, Joshua Carter and Andre Thornton, Cabin John residents 
and high school students, completed a five-day bike ride from Pittsburgh, PA to Cabin 
John, in June. Kolya Illarionov, a former CJ resident and current Brown University 
student, came from Boston to join the trip. Bob Ward (Billy & Michael's father) of 
Woodrow Place, also completed the trip. The six adventurers rode from Pittsburg 
via the C&O Canal towpath and the GAP trail. Andre’s parents, Molly Carr and Mac 
Thornton, along with Billy and Michael’s Mom, Nadja Ward, joined in in for sections 
of the trip and provided logistical support. Well done neighbors!!
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and 
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things 
that we work on in our fun-filled 
exercise class. Come join us on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW 
STARTING TIME IS 9AM!  For 
more information contact Carolyn 
at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING 
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL 
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play 
dates at my home with new friends, 
overnight stays at my home or 
yours - fenced-in yard means lots 
of playtime. I will pick-up and 
return your pet for play dates! Many 
neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren 
Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

SERENITY CIRCLE YOGA is 
blooming here in Cabin John! A sun 
filled home studio holding up to 10 
students. Vinyasa, Yin and Gentle 
yoga. Meditation and medicinal 
plant classes, as well as Reiki 
sessions. Contact Sarah 301-580-
4088 or Sarah@SerenityCircleYoga.
com

To place AN AD in the Village News 
classifieds contact Nalini Kumar at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

CORRECTION
In a “Then and Now” column in June 2018, we incorrectly 
attributed a 1936 photo of flooded Lockhouse 8 to the Nat’l Park 
Service. The correct attribution is: Photo courtesy of former 
Cabin John resident Christine Gates Cerniglia, whose father took 
the photo in 1936 when she was a toddler. Thank you to Judy 
Welles for letting us know!

SAVE THE DATE: 
CJ Haunted House Coming in October

Sunday, October 28
4:00 to 6:00 PM

Clara Barton Community Center
More details coming in next month's Village News!
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SEPT
25

Public Hearing on 
5G Small Cell Antennas

7:30 pm
County Council building

100 Maryland Ave, Rockville
See Neighborly News, page 14

26
CJCA Meeting

Topic: A Conversation with 
the Co-op
7:30 pm

Community Center 

OCT
6

Solar Tour Open House
11:00 am - 5:00 pm
6408 78th Street

See Neighborly News, page 14

11
MoCo Quiet Skies 
Coalition Meeting

7:30 pm
Carderock Springs Clubhouse

8200 Hamilton Spring Ct.
sites.google.com/

site/208xxquietskies/home

14
CJ Blood Drive

10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Community Center

16
MD Voter Registration 

Deadline for Gen. Election

24
CJCA Meeting

7:30 pm
Community Center

28
CJ Haunted House

4:00 - 6:00 pm
Community 

PRSRT STD
US Postage 
PAID

Suburban MD
Permit 4210

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Inside this Issue...

Letter to the Editor: Bridge Graffiti 2 

Local Nature: Spare the Hickory 6

Final CJ Repaving 8

Evergreen Block Party 11

Gardening Resources in CJ 12

VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE: 
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