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TRIVIA NIGHT A SIGNIFICANT SUCCESS

Some 140 
Cabin 
Johners 

came out for 
a fun night 
of trivia 
Feb. 23 that 

also raised a not-so-trivial amount for 
CJCA 100th Anniversary projects. Between 
registration fees and beverage sales, the event 

brought in $1,225, which will go towards 
the MacArthur Beautification project and 
Welcome to Cabin John signage. 

Thanks to the decorating talents of Helen 
Harris and Heidi Lewis the community 
center was transformed into a lovely party 
place complete with mood lighting and 
flowers on the tables. Trivia host Fred Fields 
challenged everyone with his questions, 
while bartenders Florence Lehr and Jackie 

Hints of spring are finally here and that means it’s time to collect the plastic bags, cans and 
other trash that has collected along the Cabin John Creek since our last effort. 

Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Cabin John Creek and the Cabin John Citizens 
Association, this year’s cleanup will be held Saturday, March 30, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. Please 
gather at Cabin John Local Park by the one-lane bridge at 12:45 pm. Refreshments and 
gloves will be provided. But bring your own gloves if you can. The clean-up, held rain or shine, 
is messy and old clothes are recommended.

SSL hours are available for the cleanup. Children ages 12 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult. The CJCA will send out an email if inclement weather forces 
us to reschedule.

CJ Creek Clean Up Set for March 30

Friedson Meets the 
Community; Shares Views 
on Beltway Project

Beltway expansion concerns dominated 
the discussion with Councilmember 
Andrew Friedson at the CJCA’s Feb. 

27 meeting. Residents were glad to hear 
Friedson say that he had met personally with 
State Highway Administration officials and 
made clear his opposition to the taking of 
private property for any Beltway expansion.

The 35 residents in attendance raised many 
additional concerns, including noise and 
air pollution, storm water runoff and the 
potential inequity that expensive toll lanes 
would have on county residents who cannot 
afford to pay tolls in excess of $40 like on 
I-66 in Virginia. Cabin Johners also voiced 
concerns about the lack of transparency 
regarding state plans for the American 
Legion Bridge. Friedson responded by saying 
that the state needs to focus on the bridge 
first and foremost as it is the cause of the 
worst congestion. Residents and Friedson 
also agreed that mass transit needs to be part 
of any state “traffic relief ” plan. 

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 
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Are you new to Cabin 
John? We'd love to meet 
you! All residents new 

to Cabin John since April 2018 
are invited to a dinner to be held 
at the Clara Barton Community 
Center on Sunday, April 28 from 
5:00 - 7:00 pm. 
 
More established residents are 
urged to come welcome our new 
neighbors and bring a side dish, 
salad or dessert to share. The 
Cabin John Citizens Association 
will provide pizza and drinks. 
Weather permitting, there will 
be outdoor games for children. 
 
To ensure that we have enough 
food for all, please RSVP 
through Sign-Up Genius, an 
online sign-up site that has been 
established for our potluck. Use 
this link:  

Mark Your Calendars: 2nd Annual 
New Neighbors Potluck April 28
BY NANCY RUSSELL
CJCA Vice President 
Community Outreach 

VN

Ühttps://www.signupgenius.
com/go/5080849aaab29a7f94-
newneighbors1, or 
Ügo to the cabinjohn.org 
website. 

Announcements with the link 
will also be sent out through the 
CJCA listserv.  Not subscribed 
yet? Send a message to cjca-
officialnews+subscribe@
googlegroups.com.

New to CJ and Missing A Welcome Bag? 
 
If you're new to Cabin John, we hope you've received 
a welcome bag from your Block Coordinator. The bag 
includes the CJ directory, a history of Cabin John and other 
useful information. If not, please contact Nancy Russell, 
nc3russell@yahoo.com, (301) 219-3750. 

Block Coordinators Still Needed

Want a simple way to contribute to Cabin John's welcoming 
spirit and keep our community connected? Block 
Coordinators are still needed for the Gardens (both sides of 
the access road), the Condos (7630 Tomlinson Ave.), 77th 
St., upper 79th St., Tomlinson Ave, MacArthur Blvd (between 
Tomlinson and Seven Locks) and Seven Locks (between 
Longridge Ct. and Cypress Grove). Contact Nancy Russell, 
nc3russell@yahoo.com.
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This month, 
instead of 
interviewing a 
person of Cabin 
John, Judy 
interviews an 
object of Cabin 
John, the 81st 
Street Little Free 
Library!

HOW OLD ARE YOU AND WHO 
BROUGHT YOU INTO THIS WORLD?

I am two years old and came to Cabin 
John via the creative efforts of Jon Putnam. 
He had read about the Little Free Library 
movement and thought 81st Street would be 
a great place to host a library. I arrived in a 
large box and was ready to share books with 
the world after an appropriately-sized hole 
was dug and I was given a paint job by Eli 
Putnam and Jack and Grace McGuire. 

PEOPLE OF CABIN JOHN
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED? 

I am on a small circle that receives foot 
traffic from various Cabin John residents 
who walk their dogs. Although a bit off the 
beaten path, I am sought out by some book 
lovers for our well-curated lending library. 

WHAT KINDS OF BOOKS DO 
YOU HAVE?

There is a monthly theme selected by the 
81st Street librarian based on her mood 
and available books. When author Curtis 
Sittenfeld was featured, all his books were 
borrowed in less than a week. Political books 
such as a vintage copy of All The President's 
Men and political humor by P.J. O'Roarke 
gathered dust.

HOW MANY BOOKS DO YOU HOLD?

I can hold 50 books or more although the 
81st Street Librarian likes to keep it at a 
manageable amount so that the books can 
breathe and look more inviting. The bottom 
shelf provides adult books, both fiction and 
non-fiction, and the upper shelf is reserved 

for children and young adult books.

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH BOOKS 
THAT LANGUISH?

The 81st Street Librarian regularly renews 
and recycles my offerings by visiting used 
bookstores and also recycling books with 
other free libraries in the neighborhood and 
nearby. There is a great Little Free Library in 
front of River Road Unitarian Church where 
some of the 81st Street books make their 
way. 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE BOOK LEFT 
IN YOUR CARE?

A beautiful copy of The Secret Garden with a 
red velvet cover and the original Tasha Tudor 
illustrations. I was sad that no one borrowed 
this book. Perhaps the book's regal cover 
scared possible readers away. 

HOPES FOR THE FUTURE?

The 81st Street Librarian always hopes that 
gentle readers find a book they love and in 
turn will leave a book they love. VN
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CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, WED. MAR. 27 |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

State Highway Officials To Discuss Beltway Plans
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

The March 27 Cabin John Citizens 
Association meeting promises to be 
an important one as State Highway 

Administration (SHA) officials will be 
presenting the latest on the governor’s 
massive I-495 and I-270 expansion project. 
CJ residents are urged to come and share 
your concerns about this effort. The 
meeting will be held at the community 
center at 7:30 pm.

After a preliminary assessment of 16 
proposals, the SHA now has seven 
screened alternatives that it feels best 
meet its “purpose and needs” criteria that 
included increased capacity, environmental 
considerations and financial viability. 
Alarmingly, the state dropped any further 
consideration of mass transit options. All 
seven of the alternatives they are putting 
forward for further study include Express 
Toll Lanes (ETLs) or High Occupancy Toll 
(HOT) Lanes. 

These choices comport with Governor 
Hogan’s idea that the only financially viable 

way to reduce congestion on these roadways 
is through a Public-Private Partnership (P3) 
program that enables the state to contract 
with one or more private developers to 
design, build, finance and operate up to four 
toll lanes on I-495 between the American 
Legion Bridge and the Woodrow Wilson 
Bridge and on I-270 between I-495 and I-70. 

Since May 2018, the CJCA has been voicing 
serious concerns about this P3 project in 
meetings and in letters to the SHA as well 
as to state and county elected officials. We 
continue to express the following: 
� Opposition to any private, residential 
property being taken as part of the project. 
� The need to tackle traffic congestion on 
the American Legion Bridge upfront as it 
is already the most serious choke point on 
I-495 and increasing traffic capacity on the 
Beltway and I-270 without addressing the 
bridge is folly.
� A lack of transparency about any plans for 
the American Legion Bridge
� The impact of the P3 project on arterial 
roads, including River Rd., Seven Locks Rd, 
MacArthur Blvd, Goldsboro Rd. and the 

VN

Clara Barton Parkway.
� The need for mass transit. 
� The need to protect our parklands.
� Support for legislation that would require 
approval from counties affected by state 
roadway toll projects. CJCA also supported 
a measure that would require the state to 
complete an environmental assessment prior 
to moving further along in the P3 selection 
process.

The CJCA feels strongly that should any 
Beltway expansion project go forward, sound 
barriers need to be built at the onset of the 
project, noise and air pollution must be 
monitored and significant measures need to 
be taken to mitigate stormwater runoff into 
our local waterways and backyards.  

A big thank you to CJ residents Charlotte 
Troup Leighton and Greg Pawlson who have 
spent the last year focused on this issue on 
behalf of the CJCA. We need more Cabin 
Johners involved. If you would be willing to 
work with Greg, Charlotte and myself, please 
reach out. 

Calling all Creative Types!

We are looking for a new CJ design, seal or 
logo to help commemorate the CJCA’s 100 
anniversary and the 50th annual Cabin John 
Chicken and Crab Feast. Please submit your 
ideas by April 15. 

The design could be featured on a t-shirt 
or other memorabilia to be sold at the 

upcoming Cabin John Day on June 1 and/
or at the 50th annual CJ Chicken and Crab 
Feast to be held Sept. 14. 

Your design should encompass one or more 
of the following: 

� Cabin John's history

� Cabin John's unique sense of place

� Cabin John’s quirky qualities

� Celebrate 100 years of community through 
    the Cabin John Citizens Association 
    1919 – 2019

� Celebrate the 50th annual Cabin John 
    Chicken and Crab Feast 

Submit your design by email to jsjshipp3@
verizon.net or by mail to Susan Shipp, 7725 
Tomlinson Ave.  

Dues Are Critical To Active CJCA
A big thank you to the 100 or so households 
and businesses that paid their Cabin John 
Citizens Association dues. Some Cabin 
Johners also used this opportunity to 
make a donation to the CJCA for its 100th 
Anniversary projects as well as to give 
funds to the Friends of the Clara Barton 
Community Center and the Friends of Cabin 
John Creek. These organizations benefit 
everyone in the community. Please do your 
part by paying your 2019 dues promptly. 

There are two easy ways to pay: 

� Online at www.cabinjohn.org (Select Pay 
    Dues Online from the home page.) 

� Complete the form in the dues letter and 
    mail it in using the enclosed envelope.

CJCA NEWS BRIEFS

VN
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W. David Wallace, Esq.

Realtor® and Lawyer 

Direct: 703.298.5980

wallace.esq@gmail.com

David Wallace
A highly skilled negotiator, David has been representing 
Washingtonians in law and real estate for over 20 years.  
Take advantage of his experience to get your best price 
when buying or selling a home.

David lives in Cabin John with his wife, three kids and 
labradoodle. When not spending time with his family, 
David enjoys playing tennis at Palisades, pick-up basket-
ball at the park and hiking the Billy Goat Trail.

UnionPlus 
Realty 

Ask me about our cash back program up to $20,000

The 21st annual Cabin John 
Spring Egg Hunt is scheduled for 
Sunday, April 14 at 4:00 pm.  

All CJ kids elementary school 
age and younger are welcome to 
participate in the hunt, which 
will take place at the lower 
playground in the park by the 
one-lane bridge. 

Bring a basket and don’t be late. Last year’s hunt drew some 45 
kids and all 500 eggs were found within 15 minutes! Plan to stay 
and play at the park and maybe your children will meet some 
new neighborhood friends.

The Cabin John Citizens Association, which sponsors this 
event, wants to ensure that there are enough eggs for everyone. 
Please RSVP to Irena Bojanova, ibojanova@gmail.com, with 
the number of children in your group. Irena also asks you to 
consider volunteering to help prepare the eggs and set up 
the hunt. 

Spring Egg Hunt April 14

Cabin John is one third 

of the way toward 

collecting 100 pints of 

blood this year in honor of our 

100th anniversary. Thirty-five 

people came out for the March 3 

drive, held at the community center. Five folks were deferred, 

but a few donors made what’s known as double donations so 

the total collected came to 33 pints. 

The next CJ blood drive will be held May 12, Mother’s Day. 

Please consider donating in honor of the special moms in 

your life!

First Blood Drive of 2019 
Collects 33 Pints

VN

VN
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LOCAL NATURE
A Mouse with a Beak

BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

At first glance, the diminutive 
Winter Wren is nothing to write 
home about. A plump lump of a bird 

covered in dull dark brown, barred plumage, 
this winter visitor is one of our smallest 
North American bird species. And then 
there is that rather silly-looking short tail, 
often held in the upright position, as if this 
appendage got stuck in the manufacturing 
process. Unlike other bird species, where 
males have more flamboyant feathers while 
females stay understated to avoid attracting 
predators to their nests, the feathers of adult 
male and female Winter Wrens are almost 
identical.

The Winter Wren breeds in the far northern 
forests in conifer stands and dense broadleaf 
forest groves, nesting high in tree cavities 
where it can find them, and feeding on 
bugs up in the trees. But in winter, the 
bird moves south, and can be found in the 
woods around Cabin John and elsewhere 
in Maryland and Virginia. Rather then stay 
in the trees as in the breeding season, our 
winter visitors spend their days on the forest 
floor, searching cracks and crevices and even 
venturing into cavities and underground 
openings, selecting from an invertebrate 
menu “the daily special”--whatever is 
creeping or crawling at that moment from 
November to March. It is this penchant 
during winter foraging for exploring caves 
and crannies that gave rise to the Winter 
Wren’s scientific name—Troglodytes, 
similar sounding to troglodyte. Today,  the 
derogatory epithet “Troglodyte” is typically 
applied to a person who is considered 
reclusive, reactionary, or whose views are 
out-of-date. The origin of its use, however, 
was to describe the lifestyles of cave-dwelling 
prehistoric humans. 

On the winter range all you will hear 
from the Winter Wren is an unimpressive, 

sparrow-like klip-klip emanating from its 
equally undistinguished short bill. If that’s 
all there was to the call, my account of this 
creature could pretty much stop here and 
move on to the next bird. 

But take a walk if you can in the northern 
forests in spring. Your ears would perk 
up and you would become determined 
to seek out the songster that is filling the 
forest with the longest, one of the loudest, 
and certainly the richest notes uttered by 
any North American species. There on a 
branch, announcing, “this is my territory”, 
is the creature we nonchalantly pass over 
in winter—the diminutive Winter Wren. In 
fact, adjusted for its body size, the Winter 
Wren may have the loudest call of any bird 
in the world. Scientists have determined that 

per unit of weight, the Winter Wren delivers 
its song with 10 times more power than a 
crowing rooster. 

Another fascinating fact about the Winter 
Wren is that until recently it had one of 
the largest ranges of any bird, stretching 
across the northern hemisphere. Now, 
geneticists have split this species into three: 
a Pacific Wren on the Western coast of 
North America, the Winter Wren across 
the rest of our continent, and the Eurasian 
Wren that ranges from Cornwall, England 
to Korea. Interestingly, Europe, Russia, and 
the rest of Asia have just this one species of 
wren in their avifauna. In contrast, wrens 
exploded in diversity in the New World, with 
more than 80 species, mostly in the tropics. 
Perhaps the most appealing singer, at least to 

Winter Wren

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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me, is the desert species of the 
southwest—the Canyon Wren, 
a song marked by powerful 
descending whistles and fake 
kisses at the end.

But it is the foraging behavior 
in winter of our little wren-ball 
that fascinates me the most: the 
Winter Wren’s ground-feeding 
predilection and the way it 
skulks under leaves or twigs 
or ventures into brush piles or 
crevices in search of the hiding 
places of invertebrates. At least 
in winter, it feeds more like a 
mouse than a bird—a mouse 
with a beak. In New Zealand 
there is an endemic species of 
cave-roosting bat that although 
it can fly instead it crawls 
on the ground and feeds on 

invertebrates just like a small 
nocturnal rodent. Some desert-
dwelling bats in the U.S. hunt on 
the ground to catch scorpions. It 
is this ability to shift its feeding 
style to the season that I find so 
interesting.

If, no one in the birding 
literature or naturalists’ journals 
has offered this aphorism before, 
I hereby submit it: never judge a 
bird by its plumage. 

Exhibit A: the Winter Wren. VN

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

LOCAL NATURE
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THEN AND NOW

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

In February, 140 residents came together 
for Cabin John's Inaugural Trivia Night 
in celebration of the 100th anniversary 

of the Cabin John Citizens Association. One 
hundred years ago, the entire population of 
Cabin John was not much larger than the 
number of residents that filled the Clara 
Barton Community Center a few weeks ago. 

In 1919, Woodrow Wilson was president. 
The U.S. Congress passed the 19th 
amendment granting women the right to 
vote. Ripley's Believe It Or Not cartoon first 
appeared in a newspaper (it would later 
lampoon the Cabin John Fire Department 
in 1938). The Red Sox sold Babe Ruth to 
the Yankees. A loaf of bread cost around 
8 cents, as did a gallon of gas. One could 
buy a Palmers soft drink, bottled right 
on Wisconsin Avenue, for around 5 cents 
at Tuohey's store on Conduit Rd. (now 
MacArthur Blvd.). A blacksmith's shop 
stood on the corner of Seven Locks Rd. 
and Conduit Rd., Cabin John's busiest 
thoroughfare dotted with horses, carriages 
and wagons. 

In 1919, Cabin John's 1.3 square miles 
boasted only a handful of houses and 
summer shacks, with bucolic views of 
nothing more than 'fields of corn stubble' 
and trees. Day trippers hopped off the 
trolley on the opposite side of the Union 
Arch Bridge and wandered across to the 
Cabin John Bridge Hotel. Though long past 
its heyday,  the hotel's landscaped gardens 
offered a wonderful country escape from 
D.C. Visitors and ramblers could hike 
around Cabin John, gather chestnuts and 
persimmons, lay out a picnic and then 
head down to the river in hopes of catching 
a canal boat on the C&O Canal back to 
Georgetown. 

Mrs Josephine Havens, a long-ago resident 
who started coming to Cabin John in 1912 
as a child, recalled in Time Was, A Cabin 
John Memory Book (1976) seeing President 
Wilson drive along Conduit Rd. to Great 

“A GOOD PLACE TO EITHER GET BLESSED OR CUSSED”
   The 100th Anniversary of the Cabin John Citizens Association

Falls in what she thought was a Pierce 
Arrow: “I gathered it must have one of his 
favorite drives...You didn't see too many 
people going by in cars, so when I'd see him 
I'd always wave.”

J.S. Tomlinson's American Land Company 
began selling lots in Cabin John in 1912 
when the area was home to only a handful 
of families; by 1920 around 100 lots were 
sold. The cost of a half acre lot was about 
$200. The lanes off of Conduit Rd. remained 
unpaved, there was no electricity, the post 
was untimely, and the elementary school 
was across the bridge on Wilson Lane. As 
more people discovered this rural enclave, 
demands for community improvements 
and services grew. A small group of 
interested residents spearheaded by four 
local gentlemen founded the Cabin John 
Park Citizens Association in 1919. Andrew 
C. Wilkins, Charles H. Godbold, Walter B. 
Armstrong and Ellis R. King were known as 
the Four Horsemen of 
Cabin John for their 
efforts to forge ahead-
--perhaps also in a 
nod to the best selling 
novel of that year, The 
Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse. 

Meetings were held 
at Junior Hall (a large 
building at corner 
of 79th Street and 
MacArthur). Mrs. 
Havens, whose father 
was Charles Godbold, 
recollected that “the 
Citizens Association 
was really responsible 
for getting the roads 
and everything else 
going. In the twenties it 
was a very active group. 
When they started 
getting these houses 
built, they had to have 
electricity and other 
utilities. Our roads 
were all dirt at one 

time. It was just a gradual process of them all 
working together, fighting for it, and getting 
it done.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Smith bought a lot 
at Tomlinson's auction and built their house 
in 1914, as well as several other houses in 
the neighborhood. Mr. Smith was a charter 
member of the Citizens Association, and 
though he was often too busy to attend 
meetings, he recalled the “First time I did 
go, I said 'This is a good place to either get 
blessed or cussed.' But it started right off 
with a bang.”

And what a bang indeed. The Cabin John 
Citizens Association has continued to 
advocate for the community through its 
decades of perseverance, civic engagement 
and tenacity. As Cabin John grew, the 
Citizens Association was as a charter 
member of the Montgomery County Civic 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Federation in 1925. Three years 
later, it helped establish the Glen 
Echo-Cabin John School, which 
became the Clara Barton School 
in 1944. During the 1920s, the 
Citizens Association organized 
a trash collection service, a July 
4th fireworks display, sponsored 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, 
improved telephone lines and 
the postal service, and brought 
electricity to Cabin John. 

Perhaps one of the more 
significant actions of the 
CJCA was the drafting of a 
community plan in the early 
1970s, following a contentious 
and unsuccessful proposal by 
the Bogley Company to develop 
a high rise shopping plaza 
in Cabin John. The Citizens 
Association surveyed residents 
which resulted in the Cabin 
John Community Plan that 
“contains our goals, objectives, 

and proposals for the future 
of the area in which we live—
and the assertion that we, the 
citizens, have both the right and 
the duty to direct the lifestyle 
we choose to follow, rather than 
have it done for us.” 

Ongoing activities of the CJCA 
include the Chicken and Crab 
Feast, a Potomac River canoe 
excursion, a Cabin John Creek 
clean up, the July 4th parade, 
neighborhood blood drives, 
the Turkey Trot and New 
Neighbors Potluck. The CJCA 
publishes The Village News, the 
community’s newsletter since 
1965. Cabin John continues to 
face urgent issues, from airplane 
noise and pollution to the 
proposed beltway expansion. 
While fostering a unique sense 
of community, the Cabin 
John Citizens Association is 
more relevant than ever in 
representing our collective voice 
to maintain this mellow, eclectic 
community.

THEN AND NOW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

VN
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BELTWAY PROJECT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Friedson acknowledged the cut-through traffic and airplane noise 
challenges our community endures, although time constraints did not 
allow for deeper conversation on those issues. Friedson said one issue 
he feels strongly about is pedestrian safety and he seemed receptive 
to helping Cabin John get crosswalks on MacArthur Blvd. and Seven 
Locks Rd. 

SUGGESTED CROSSWALKS FOR CABIN JOHN

The councilmember asked the CJCA to provide a list of suggested 
crosswalks. Here are the locations we’ve identified. They are suggested 
primarily because they provide safe access to sidewalks as well as 
Ride-On or school bus stops. Email Greg Pawlson, gpawlson@gmail.
com,  with your thoughts this list.

� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at the Captain's Market 
� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at 77th Street
� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at the westbound stop sign at 
Seven Locks Rd.
� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at lower 79th Street to the Ride 
On bus stop
� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at 80th Street
� Crosswalk across MacArthur Blvd. at 81st Street

OPCH26607-Print-BW_AD-Village News.indd   1 12/27/18   12:09 PM

� Crosswalk across Seven Locks Rd. at Carver Rd.
� Crosswalk across Seven Locks Rd. at Long Ridge Rd. 
� Crosswalk across Seven Locks Rd. at the service road for Seven 
    Locks Park/Palisades Pool
� Crosswalk across Seven Locks Rd. at Cypress Grove Lane
� Crosswalk across Seven Locks Rd. at Lilly Stone 
    (Carderock neighborhood) VN
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Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman

Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall

MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

C:  202-549-6492
H:  301-229-4639

MD. Lics.  # 5753

Two Cabin John Non-Profits Continue to Serve and Thrive
BY BURR GRAY
President, FCBCC and FoCJC 

Each year, CJ residents 
donate roughly $700 to 
the Friends of the Clara 

Barton Community Center 
(FCBCC) and a similar amount 
to the Friends of Cabin John 
Creek (FoCJC). Both groups 
contribute to the quality of 
life in our community. Please 
consider supporting their efforts 
when paying your dues. Here’s 
the latest on their good works.

FRIENDS OF THE CLARA 
BARTON COMMUNITY 
CENTER | FCBCC
www.friendscbcc.org

This non-profit provides direct 
support to the center and puts 
on four major events each year 
-- Bingo Night,  the Grateful 
Shred, the Haunted House 
at Halloween and the annual 
Crafts Show in December.  a 
part for the Grateful Shred, 
which is a key fundraiser, the 
group usually spends more on 
such things as bingo prizes, 
refreshments, buying scary 
items, etc. than it takes in from 
the events. 

Last year, FCBCC raised/spent 
approx $9,000, with donations 
coming from individuals 
plus a donation ($432) from 

the Bannockburn Citizens 
Association. The current balance 
at the end of 2018 in the FCBCC 
regular checking account was 
some $12,000; the Seniors 
account was roughly $5,000. 

FCBCC helps the center directly, 
focusing on "quality-added" 
efforts. Last year we spent some 
$2,500 a new refrigerator and 
microwave for the senior room, 
rental of a moon bounce, azalea 
bushes in front of the building, 
Kreeger Museum entry fees 
for a senior outing, holiday 
appreciation for center staff, 
a PlayStation 4 console and a 
caricature artist (two hours). 
Six CJ residents currently serve 
on the nine-member FCBCC 
Board.
 
FRIENDS OF CABIN JOHN 
CREEK | FOCJC
cabinjohncreek.org
 
FoCJC was started as a 
committee of the Cabin John 
Citizens Association over 20 
years ago with the sole mission 
of helping to protect and 
advocate for our beautiful Cabin 
John Creek. Proudly, FoCJC has 
grown up and fled the nest, and 
now has almost 500 members 
from all over the watershed. 

A large part of this growth is 

due to the group’s partnership 
with Montgomery County 
over the past five years. The 
County Dept. of Environmental 
Protection considers FoCJC 
an important ally in the effort 
to reduce the impacts of 
stormwater runoff, a significant 
threat to creek health. The 
FoCJC has obtained four 
Chesapeake Bay Trust grants 
(totaling about $198,000) 
designed to educate individuals, 
communities, and faith-based 
groups on ways to address 

stormwater impacts. These grant 
funds are specifically reserved 
for grant activities. Donations 
by individuals, which are 
unrestricted, are invaluable to 
FoCJC, helping to fund all its 
other activities. 
 
FoCJC hosts many events 
throughout the year, including 
numerous creek cleanups. We 
also have Invasive Plant Pulls, an 
EcoMovie screening, Dog Park 
Days, and a fabulous Rubber 
Ducky Regatta. CJ resident Tina 
Rouse is the sole staff person for 
FoCJC. Five of the ten members 
of the FoCJC Board are CJ 
residents. We always can use 
event and program volunteers 
– please consider becoming 
an FoCJC Watershed Warrior!  
For more info., email tina@
cabinjohncreek.org. VN

❝

Please consider 
supporting the 
FCBCC and the 

FoCJC when 
paying your dues.

❞
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events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. & Wed.  9 am–9 pm � Tue. & Thu.  9 am–8 pm � Fri.  9 am–3 pm � Sat. & Sun. - rentals only                                                 

More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec. 
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center,  www.FriendsCBCC.org

for seniors

GUIDED TOUR OF CABIN JOHN
Visit our vintage amusement park, Clara 

Barton’s house, the C&O Canal, & more

OPEN GYM SOCCER
Grades 1 - 6 |Mon. and Wed. | 4:00 – 6:00 pm

GAME ROOM
Monday −Thursday, 3:00 - 6:00 pm | Ages 9 - 18

• Video Games  • Air Hockey • Ping Pong 

•Pool •Basketball Shootout

WEEKEND RENTALS
Available for your special occasions
Call the CBCC office at 240-777-4910 for hours/rates

LIVE MUSIC!                      REFRESHMENTS!

A D M I S S I O N  F R E E
Register at CBCC or call the office 240-777-4910

Thurs. April 4 | Sat. April 6 
10:00 am to noon
Refreshments noon to 
2:00 pm at CBCC

Jointly sponsored by CBCC & Gwendolyn Coffield Community Center in Silver Spring

ENRICH YOUR SENSE OF WHERE YOU LIVE



Hoglund kept the beer and wine flowing.  
The winning team, Trivia Newton John, took 
home the CJ Trivia Trophy and an $80 gift 
certificate to 7 Locks Brewing, where we 
hope they will make CJ proud by winning 
again at one of the brewery’s Thursday night 
trivia competitions. 

Thanks to Scott Lewis for coordinating this 
event and to Heidi Lewis, Clive, Helen, Will 
and Alex Harris, Nancy and Craig Russell 
and Jeff Shipp for their planning and set up.

TRIVIA NIGHT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Trivia Newton John teammates, Michael and 
Laurie Blunt, Laura Miller, Carson Campe, 
Sanjay Rajani, Vashti Van Wyke and Kevin 
Miller, display the Trivia Trophy, which will be 
theirs to defend next year!

Some players, such as Marc and Kara Bosch, 
Marcy Harrison, Ellen and Steve Futterman, 
and Russ and Charlotte Leighton of Team 
Evergreen brought in delicious dinners, while 
others nibbled on snacks that were provided.

The 81st Street Foxes, comprised of 
Michael Hyman, Jon Putnam, Shawn 
Donnan, Jessica Korman, Sara Craven, 
Wendy Putnam, Rachel Donnan and 
Matt McGuire (not pictured), won the 
special bonus round of CJ trivia. It 
probably helped to have Rachel, the 
The Village News history columnist, 
on the team!Peppi Bolger, Joanne Couste, Elisa De 

Angelis, Eric Libre, Pete Couste and Tim 
Bolger played as Team Triviots.
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

13 Mckay Circle $1,069,700 5 3.5 1 3,354

UNDER CONTRACT :

6414 83RD Pl $1,000,000 4 4.5 1 2,700

8025 Riverside Av. $1,595,000 4 4.5 1 4,960

SOLD: SOLD PRICE:

6614 81ST St. $1,353,500 4 4 2 4,830

FEB - MAR 2019

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN Landscaping Professionals  

Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com.  

Raymond (Ray) Kemp, 84, passed away 

peacefully on Feb. 1, 2019, at his son’s home 

in Lafayette, Colorado. Ray was born to 

Frederick and Iona Kemp of Frostburg, MD. 

on May 22,1934. He grew up in Frostburg. 

He was drafted the army, serving in Germany 

after the Korean War. He completed his 

military service and married Kathryn 

Loveless of Baltimore, MD. They moved to 

Cabin John, MD where they lived for 30 

years. Ray was an avid outdoorsman. He 

loved sports and trained many hunting dogs. 

He is survived by three sons who all live in 

Colorado, three grandchildren and countless 

friends. Ray was preceded in death by his 

beloved wife Kay. 

Raymond Francis Kemp

FORMER CABIN JOHNER TO BE NATIONALS 
ON-FIELD REPORTER

Lynne Chamberlain of 76th Place writes in: 
“I’m proud to announce my daughter Alex 
Corddry Chappell is the on field reporter for 
the [Washington] Nationals. You can watch 
her on MASN during the games.” 

Alex, who grew up in Cabin John, graduated 
from Walt Whitman High School in 2006. 

Prior to joining MASN, the Nationals sport 
network, she covered college football for 
ESPN and the SEC Network. Her previous 
baseball on-field reporting work included 
covering the Tampa Bay Rays. Alex lives with 
her husband Scott in McLean, VA.

The Grateful Shred, the community center’s 

annual paper shredding fundraiser,   is 

coming Sat., May 11. 

Start going through those tax documents 

and other papers now!

SAVE THE DATE
The Grateful Shred: Sat. May 11

Upcoming Events for Seniors (55+)
At the Clara Barton Community Center

MARCH 30 

}Ca$ino Royale is back by popular demand.  
 Sign up at the front desk to attend. Early sign-ups get extra Ca$h (only good for Ca$ino 
 Royale attendees).

APRIL 4 & 6

}Guided tour of Glen Echo and Cabin John – our neighborhood.

 The 2-hour tour starts at 10:00 am and includes the Clara Barton National Historic Site; 
 Glen Echo Park and the C&O Canal. Refreshments will be served after tour.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 
OPENING OF THE CAROUSEL'S 
2019 SEASON!
Saturday, April 27, 2019
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

The historic Dentzel Carousel will open 
for 2019 on Saturday, April 27, with one 
of Glen Echo's largest family festivals 
-- Carousel Day! The event also offers a 

full day (11:00 am to 4:00 pm) of FREE 
activities for families throughout Glen 
Echo Park, including live music & other 
performances. The historic Dentzel 
carousel has operated in Glen Echo Park 
since 1921. 

The carousel operates from 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm, $1.25 per ride. 

[The carousel will undergo repairs this 
summer and will have a shortened 
season in 2019. It will be open from 
Carousel Day through then end of June.]
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and 
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things 
that we work on in our fun-filled 
exercise class. Come join us on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW 
STARTING TIME IS 9AM!  For 
more information contact Carolyn 
at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING 
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 

Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL 
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play 
dates at my home with new friends, 
overnight stays at my home or 
yours - fenced-in yard means lots 
of playtime. I will pick-up and 
return your pet for play dates! Many 
neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren 
Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

SERENITY CIRCLE YOGA is 
blooming here in Cabin John! A sun 
filled home studio holding up to 10 
students. Vinyasa, Yin and Gentle 
yoga. Meditation and medicinal 
plant classes, as well as Reiki 
sessions. Contact Sarah 301-580-
4088 or Sarah@SerenityCircleYoga.
com.

To place AN AD in the Village 
News classifieds contact Nalini 
Kumar at VNbusinessmanager@
gmail.com.

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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MAR
27

CJCA Meeting
Topic: Beltway Expansion 
Meeting with SHA Officials

7:30 pm
Community Center

30
Cabin John Creek Cleanup

1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Gather at the playground 

at CJ Local Park

APR
14

Spring Egg Hunt
Playground at CJ Local Park

Details on page 15

24
CJCA Meeting

7:30 pm
Community Center

28
New Neighbors Potluck

5:00 - 7:00 pm
Community Center

Details on page 2

MAY
11

Grateful Shred
Community Center

29
CJCA Meeting

Election of CJCA officers. 
We need YOU to serve.
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Calling all Creatives!
We are looking for a new CJ 
design, seal or logo to help 
commemorate the CJCA’s 100 
anniversary and the 50th annual 
Cabin John Chicken and Crab 
Feast. See story and details on 
page 4.


