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MAY 2017
TEAM TRIVIA COMES
TO
CABIN JOHN FEB. 23
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Q: What’s guaranteed to be a good
time and good for Cabin John?
PHOTO: COURTESY OF SKIP BROWN

Annual CJ Holiday Party attendees enjoyed the holiday sing-along led by
Daisy and Heidi Lewis, good food, crafts, Santa's visit and lots of great prizes!
For the story and more photos, see page 11.

Harsh Realities for Elephants in Literature and the Wild:
A Conversation with Wildlife Biologist Eric Dinerstein
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

C

abin John
resident Eric
Dinerstein,
acclaimed wildlife
biologist and author,
will be the featured
speaker at the Jan.
CJCA meeting being
held Sunday, Jan. 27
at 4 pm to encourage
participation by
residents of all ages who find weeknight
meetings difficult to attend.

Eric will talk about his second book of young
adult fiction, A Circle of Elephants, to be
published in March and about his real-life
efforts to use Artificial Intelligence and other
technology to stop wildlife poaching.
Set in Nepal, where he researched tigers as
a Peace Corp volunteer in the mid-1970s
and spent years doing conservation work,
Eric’s latest book is a sequel to the critically
acclaimed What Elephants Know, a 2017
ALA Notable Children's Book that Jane
Goodall, the world-renowned expert on
chimpanzees, praised as a “beautifully
written story” that will fascinate, anger, and
charm readers.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

A: Cabin John’s Team Trivia
Night Fundraiser
As its first 100th anniversary event, the
Cabin John Citizens Association is hosting
100 Years of Trivia, an adult night of Team
Trivia on February 23 at the Clara Barton
Community Center.
The night will include roughly two hours of
trivia, a grand prize for the winning team
as well as other prizes given throughout the
night, non-alcoholic beverages, and snacks.
There will be a cash bar for beer and wine
and teams can bring in their own food if they
want to dine while they play. The cost is $10
a player or $70 for a team of eight players.
Proceeds from the night will go to 100th
anniversary community projects like
the Welcome to Cabin John sign and the
MacArthur Blvd. beautification project.
Participants should plan to arrive at 6:30
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

LETTER TO THE
COMMUNITY
By CJCA Board
CJ HOLIDAY
PARTY
By Susan Shipp
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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Cabin John Citizens Association
www.cabinjohn.org
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818
CJCA PRESIDENT
Susan Shipp | jsjshipp3@verizon.net
BOARD MEMBERS
Irena Bojanova | VP for Activities | ibojanova@gmail.com
Greg Pawlson | VP for Advocacy | gpawlson@gmail.com
Nancy Russell | VP for Community Service & Outreach |
nc3russell@yahoo.com
Meredith Griggs | Secretary
Bob Walsh | Treasurer | rjwalshjr@gmail.com
Robin Sidel | Editor, cabinjohn.org | rsidel@gmail.com
NEXT CJCA MEETING: SUN., JAN. 27 4:00 PM
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COMMUNITY

J O H N

HAPPY 2019!

T

his year marks the 100th anniversary of the Cabin John
Citizens Association and we look forward to celebrating this
milestone throughout the year with new activities, community
service projects, and other initiatives that we hope will continue to
foster the neighborhood’s unique esprit de corps and beautiful natural
surroundings. Of course, we will also be carrying on CJ’s beloved
traditions new and old. (Please see the 2019 Calendar of Events on
page 3 for a complete list of what is scheduled to date.)
We are kicking off the year with a break from tradition –- a special
Sunday afternoon CJCA meeting -- hoping this time will attract more
residents who have scheduling conflicts with our weekday evening
meetings. The meeting, January 27 at 4 pm, will feature wildlife
conservationist, author, and CJ resident, Eric Dinerstein. Eric will
speak about his new novel for young adults, A Circle of Elephants,
being published in March, as well as his wildlife conservation efforts,
including the pioneering use of Artificial Intelligence cameras to stop
wildlife poaching in Africa and beyond. (Please see story on page 1 for
more about Eric and the meeting).
Another new event coming soon is the first-ever Cabin John Team
Trivia Night. This adult-only gathering on February 23 aims to
bring the community together for a night of fun and fundraising for
a Welcome to Cabin John sign, the MacArthur Blvd. beautification
project, and other community projects getting underway this year.
(See Trivia Night story on page 1 for details.)
The CJCA aims to preserve Cabin John’s long-standing history as
a strong and vibrant community that cares about its neighbors and
believes all residents should have a say in matters important to the
community.
We hope that in this special anniversary year every Cabin John
resident will join us in celebrating Cabin John by participating in our
long-standing traditions as well as our new endeavors. We also are
counting on you to volunteer at our events and getting involved in
our community advocacy and service projects. Most importantly, we
hope you will continue to reach out to your neighbors in ways big and
small. While we all enjoy the beauty of our neighborhood, we know
it’s the people of Cabin John that truly make our community special.

Cheers to the year ahead!

Susan Shipp, CJCA President
Irena Bojanova, V.P. for Activities
Greg Pawlson, V.P. for Advocacy
Nancy Russell, V.P. for Community Service and Outreach
Meredith Griggs, Interim Secretary
Bob Walsh, Treasurer
Robin Sidel, Editor, cabinjohn.org
Noelle Tower and Vashti Van Wyke, Editors of The Village News

We are looking for people who want to join us as officers of the CJCA.
Please contact Susan Shipp, jsjshipp3@verizon.net, to learn more about
how you can get involved.

ELEPHANTS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

JANUARY

FEBRUARY
February 23 CJCA Team Trivia Night (See story pg. 1)
February 27 CJCA Meeting

MARCH
March 3 CJ Blood Drive
March 27 CJCA Meeting
March Date TBD Cabin John Creek Cleanup

APRIL
April 14 Spring Egg Hunt
April 24 CJCA Meeting
April 28 New Neighbors Potluck

MAY
May 12 CJ Blood Drive
May 29 CJCA Meeting—
Elections of new CJCA officers. Help shape the CJCA's
next 100 years by becoming an officer.

JUNE
June 1 CABIN JOHN DAY featuring a BBQ, pirate-themed
fun for the kids, a pop-up Cabin John museum and more!

JULY
July 4 CJ 4th of July Parade and Festivities
July Date TBD Potomac River Canoe Trip

AUGUST
Summer Vacation

SEPTEMBER
September 14 50th Annual CJ Chicken and Crab Feast
September 25 CJCA Meeting

OCTOBER
October 20 CJ Blood Drive
October 30 CJCA Meeting

NOVEMBER
November 20 CJCA Meeting
November 28 CJ Turkey Trot
November 30 Holiday Giving Tree to Benefit SOME set up

DECEMBER
December 15 CJ Holiday Party

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WWF, CHRISTY WILLIAMS

CJCA 2019 CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

Sunday, January 27 4:00 pm
CJCA meeting featuring author, wildlife conservationist
and CJ resident Eric Dinerstein (See story pg. 1)

Asian elephant, Chitwan National Park, Nepal. The National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation Act 1973 has accorded the Asian elephant
a protected status. Please join the CJCA and Eric Dinerstein on
Sun., Jan. 27 at 4 pm to learn what he's doing to save the elephants
and how you can help too! (Meeting to be held at the Clara
Barton Center)

Both books center around
Nandu, an orphan who works
with the king’s elephants,
developing a special bond with
the elephants. In A Circle of
Elephants, Nandu faces natural
disasters including earthquakes
and drought along with the
much more menacing threat of
animal poachers as he works to
protect the elephants.
USING TECH TO COMBAT
REAL-LIFE POACHING
After 25 years as chief
scientist and vice president
for conservation science at
the World Wildlife Fund, Eric
decided to combat wildlife
poaching more directly in 2014,
taking a job with RESOLVE,
as director of biodiversity and
wildlife solutions. His focus
is on the conservation of wild

populations of elephants, rhinos,
tigers, and other endangered
species.
Most recently, Eric has been
working to develop technology
to aid the monitoring and
protection of endangered
wildlife. One initiative, launched
this month, is TrailGuard AI,
a high-tech, low-cost wildlife
security system, developed in
collaboration with Intel Corp.,
that provides near real-time
alerts to park rangers that
poachers are in the area.
Hope to see you on Jan. 27 to
learn more about Eric’s efforts
to combat poaching in literature
and real life. VN
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DEAR MRS. GOODNEIGHBOR
Do you have a nagging problem/issue/
conundrum concerning life in our community?
Ask Mrs. GoodNeighbor! Send questions to
vneditorial@gmail.com and it will be passed
along. All topics welcome although Mrs.
GoodNeighbor feels compelled to tell you she
cannot solve the problem of traffic on the onelane bridge--so very sorry.

Happy New Year,
Cabin Johners!
2019 is here—so what are your intentions
for the last year of this decade? (And yes,
how we got from 2010 to now so quickly
is a mystery to me too).
Mrs. GoodNeighbor is a big fan of
self-improvement in ALL its forms--but
sometimes the new year’s resolution
exercise can become a little rote: lose
weight, read more, de-clutter, etc. etc.
By January 15 I’m already yawning. I’m
trying something different this year ⎯
care to join me?
I’m turning outward for my resolutions
this year. How about we set some
NEIGHBORHOOD intentions for 2019?
I’m feeling motivated to do my part to
make Cabin John a more welcoming,
cleaner and more connected community.
Here are four of my own neighborhood
intentions for 2019; I hope they resonate
with you.

Mrs. GoodNeighbor

4
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My Neighborly Resolutions for 2019!
1. WALK MORE.

3. CHECK IN.

This intention checks
lots of boxes! I’m
grabbing my dog/
kids/spouse and
getting outside to
walk Cabin John
more in 2019. Yes, it’s
good for me (a plus)
but it also allows me
to connect with my neighbors, old and new
(I sure won’t see them sitting on my couch!).
And I’m bringing a trashbag on my walks
to pick up the litter we encounter along the
way (keep CJ beautiful!). I’m leaving the car
behind when I head to the Co-op or Market
on the Boulevard (looking for parking is SO
2018 anyway). My steps should add up. . .
but more importantly I’m hoping these walks
better connect me with our ‘hood and the
good people who reside and work here.

I have an older neighbor who lives alone
with no family close by. I think about her
often--but this year it’s my intention to
check in with her more when the weather
threatens, to spread some of my (pet
friendly!) ice-melt on her steps and to shovel
her walk when it snows (or enlist my kids to
help shovel for her). I’m also programming
her number in my cell phone so I can call
her when I’m headed to the store to see if she
needs anything. I want her to know she can
count on her neighbors.

2. SHOW UP.
Our Cabin John Citizens' Association has a
dedicated but SMALL corps of volunteers
that do a lot for our community--and they
need reinforcements! I intend to volunteer to
help with at least one CJCA event (the Crab
Feast, the Turkey Trot, Easter Egg hunt, etc.)
this year ⎯ and I will try to attend at least
one CJCA meeting in 2019. I’m grateful this
group exists ⎯ and I should do my part to
help. Maybe I’ll see you there?

4. SHOP (LOCAL, OF COURSE!).
Our Cabin John merchants appreciate and
need our support. A friend from over the
bridge told me recently how jealous they are
of our retail and restaurant options . . . and
we are lucky to have these establishments so
close. I have a goal to steer more of my lunch
meetings to our CJ restaurants, treat myself
to a Salon Jean service, and buy birthday
gifts at the Co-op. Let’s help our local
businesses have a successful 2019 too.
I hope you’ll gaze outward often this year
and identify where in Cabin John you can be
a good neighbor. VN

Innovative
Landscapes
for
utdoor
O
Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

OPCH26607-Print-BW_AD-Village News.indd 1
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING: 4:00 PM, SUN. JAN 27 | CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER

The CJCA Needs You To Pay Your Dues

TRIVIA NIGHT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

P

lease keep a lookout in your mailbox
for your 2019 Cabin John Citizens
Association dues letter. Only $20 per
household annually, the dues collected are
critical to supporting all the activities and
advocacy of the CJCA.
Dues and donations from residents make
up the majority of CJCA funding. In 2018,
357 households out of roughly 700 homes in
Cabin John paid their dues, down from 370
households in 2017. This represents just over
50 percent of the residences.
Some Cabin Johners also used their dues
form to donate an additional $2,142 to the
CJCA as well as close to $700 to the Friends

of the Clara Barton Community Center and
$775 to Friends of Cabin John Creek. The
CJCA benefits everyone in the community
and we hope you will do you part by paying
your 2018 dues as promptly as possible.
There are three easy ways to pay:
PayPal
at https://www.paypal.me/cabinjohn
Online
at cabinjohn.org/about-cjca/pay-dues/
Mail
Complete the form in the dues letter and
mail it in using the enclosed envelope. VN

pm to settle in and be ready for the 7:00
pm start. There will be multiple rounds of
questions with a 20-minute half-time break
to give folks time to say hi to their neighbors.
To get in on the action, form your team
of up to eight players and go to the CJ
website, www.cabinjohn.org, to register.
Individuals and small groups may request to
be paired up with other players to make an
eight-person team, or you can go it alone.
Once you’ve registered, you will need to drop
off or send your payment to: Scott Lewis,
7507 MacArthur Blvd.
Space is limited at the community center
so we encourage you to register your
team in advance. It will also help us plan
appropriately. VN

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

240-498-1803
6

www.go1stchoice.com
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Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

MHIC 39468

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Insured

Dog Walkers Letting Packs of Dogs Loose on CJ Creek Trail
cleanups are organized annually.

BY TINA ECK
CJ Resident
“The enchanted forest” is what a friend
named the lovely trail that winds along
Cabin John Creek from the one-lane bridge
to Seven Locks Rd. It is indeed a stunning
piece of nature. Enclosed by busy streets all
around, traffic is forgotten in the midst of the
steep cliffs, bamboo forests, giant boulders,
and busy wildlife. Here, Cabin John Creek
is on its last stretch, gurgling peacefully
downstream towards the Potomac River.
The Cabin John Stream Valley Trail allows
for wonderful, moderate hiking all the way
to Goya Rd. in upper Potomac. But I am
just talking about our two-mile stretch that
begins at the Clara Barton Community
Center and pops out onto Seven Locks Rd.
near Cypress Grove Lane. It’s a lovely little
paradise where neighbors meet and greet
as they enjoy the parkland. Community

The whole trail is part of Montgomery Parks
with all its rules and regulations, which are,
of course, occasionally broken. Teenagers
love to throw the occasional party on the
banks of the creek. Visitors sneak a drink or
a smoke. Dogs also love the water and are
let off the leash to splash around and fetch
sticks.
But our “enchanted forest” also has become a
mecca for professional dog walkers.
Dog walking seems to be a growing, lucrative
business and more of these professionals are
running their businesses on the banks of our
stretch of Cabin John Creek.
These dog walkers collect four to 10 canine
clients from all over the DC area, drive to
Cabin John and park their cars, vans, and
trucks on Cabin Rd., Arden Rd. and at the
park by the one-lane bridge. They let the
dogs off leash to roam the woods and swim

in the creek. As a dog lover, this sounds like
a wonderful thing. However, there is no way
for a dog walker to control or even keep an
eye on the dogs in his or her care. These
packs of exuberant dogs not only make a
serene walk in the woods suddenly nervewracking, they can make it dangerous. A
number of neighborhood dogs have been
bitten, and at least one badly attacked, by an
unleashed visiting canine.
These concerns were raised with one of the
dog walkers, a lady who comes to Cabin
Rd. almost daily at 1 pm, usually wrangling
four or five dogs. She was asked to please
consider taking the dogs elsewhere. She
began screaming and assured us “that was
not gonna happen.”
Her husband, who shows up on Cabin Rd. in
a separate van roughly an hour later, usually
has eight to 10 large-breed dogs with him.
There is a third dog walker with a pack of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Clara Barton Community Center
2019 The year to get, and stay, in shape 2019
CBCC Exercise Room is open whenever the CBCC is
Good selection of machines and weights

GET YOUR MEMBERSHIP PASS AND GET GOING!
MoCo RESIDENTS AGED 18 YEARS AND UP:
MOCO RESIDENTS AGED 55 YEARS AND UP:
Senior Sneakers Pass for the exercise room
Fit-n-Play Membership Pass
One year $100.00
Six month $ 55.00
Lockers available. Bring your own lock, take it with
you when you go.

One year
$50.00
DROPIN TIMES FOR:
Indoor walk
M,W
T,Th,F
Ping Pong
M
T,Th
Pickleball
M

10:00 – 10:45 am
10:00 – 11:00 am
3:30 – 4:30 pm
2:30 – 4:00 pm
noon – 1:30 pm

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
OPEN: Mon. & Wed. 9 am–9 pm  Tue. & Thu. 9 am–8 pm  Fri. 9 am–3 pm  Sat. & Sun. - rentals only
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec.
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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LOCAL NATURE
Bluebirds in Winter
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

white illustration of an Eastern bluebird
that accompanies this article with the real
thing on a snowy day, its radiant blue head
and back feathers set off against an orange
neck and throat and a white belly. If ever a
bird seemed to be wearing a uniform, this

Bluebirds.

M

ost of the birds that stick around
Cabin John in winter have the
dullest of plumage. Among the
exceptions, there is of course the bold bon
vivant, the Northern cardinal, decked out in
vivid scarlet feathers. But a real treat is to see
a gang of Eastern bluebirds flitting through
the woods or along a field edge, reminding
us that color vision is a miraculous gift we
primates share with birds, even though
somewhat underutilized for the dull tones of
winter.
There is no better test of this color-vision
privilege than to compare the black-and8
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would be the one. Western bluebirds and
mountain bluebirds are lovely, too, living
west of the Continental Divide, but I think
ornithologists missed an opportunity by not
giving the Eastern species a name such as
the Brilliant bluebird as they did with the
Resplendent quetzal.
Bluebirds are in the thrush family, and while
their songs are far less melodic than the
Wood thrush or Veery who visit our local
forests in the spring and summer, or the now
silent but visible Hermit thrush who winters
here, they have plumage that must be the
envy of the other thrushes, who tend to be

spotted or a bit more reddish on the back or
even a dull grey.
Colorful plumage in the winter might not
seem like a great anti-predator strategy: in an
environment of leafless trees and shrubs, it
is much easier for a cruising Cooper’s hawk
to spot a bluebird. But at this time of year,
bluebirds stick together in groups. They
have safety in numbers, and they warn each
other about the presence of possible threats.
Maryland might not seem like a great
wintering spot. The insects are in diapause,
eggs deposited under bark or nymphs
resting underground, waiting for spring to
arrive. And so the bluebirds shift to a fruit
diet, and Maryland provides a smorgasbord
assisted by thoughtful gardeners who
plant native dogwood whose fruits are
rich in nutrients to sustain overwintering
birds. Wild grape, sumac, hackberry, dried
raspberries, bayberries, Virginia creeper
(a member of the grape family), eastern
juniper—all fuel the bluebirds.
The Eastern Bluebird’s story is a perfect
one to welcome in a new year with hope
for better things to come. The species
had made a remarkable comeback from
the early part of the 20th century when it
suffered a heavy toll due to the invasion
of European starlings that took over their
nest cavities, cowbirds that parasitized their
nests, habitat loss, and pesticides. But by
curtailing pesticides and placing nestboxes
across rural America whose openings are
suitable only for bluebirds, this beloved
songster has come back. At the callous hand
of many of us, bluebirds faced declines; in
the respectful embrace of birders and nature
lovers, bluebirds have made a resurgence that
continues into this century and 2019.
In this shutdown season, there is no reason
to be a shut-in. Why not go out and listen
for its soft warbles and find our winter
bluebirds? And when you find some, think
good thoughts about the restorative gestures
we can make for other species with whom
we share this beautiful and colorful Earth.
VN

their charges on leash in our
neighborhood park. Or, if they
want to let them run free in a
pack, they can take them to one
of the more than a dozen dog
parks in the DC area, including
one upstream in Cabin John
Park at Westlake Rd. VN

LOOSE DOGS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

dogs that comes to the CJ trail
most weekdays. Others come
less frequently, but also with
groups of dogs.
The situation is alarming. We
are not advocating enforcing
universal leash laws (which are
the law) on our trails. But there
is a huge difference between
one dog owner taking one or
two familiar and well-trained
pooches off leash to swim in the
creek and a professional dog
walker with up to 10 unfamiliar
dogs roaming the woods
without their owners present.
We fear a more serious attack by
one of these roving dogs.
What to do? – It’s public
park land, after all, under the
jurisdiction of Montgomery
County. These paid dog walkers
can act professionally and keep

Call the police Emergency
Communications Center at
301-279-8000 to report
animal-related issues and
complaints:
-A sick or injured animal or one that
appears abandoned
-A stray animal
-An animal neglect situation
-An animal in distress due to
severe weather conditions (animals
without shelter or water)
-An animal threatening the wellbeing of a community member (not
in-progress)
-An animal bite/attack (not inprogress)
-An animal nuisance such as a
barking dog or an owner not
cleaning up after a pet

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net
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MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Single Rooms
to Large Suites
Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com
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GOOD FUN AND BIG WINNERS AT HOLIDAY PARTY
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President
and LORI RIECKELMAN
CJ Resident

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
RAFFLE WINNERS!

But once his arrival was
announced, dozens of
youngsters swarmed Santa to
welcome him inside, where
he handed out goodies and
took pictures with the kids.
The evening ended with the
announcement of the 12
winners of this year’s exciting
raffle prizes. (See list.) A huge
thank you to all the local
businesses who donated prizes
and to all who bought raffle
tickets. The raffle raised more
than $700 for So Others May
Eat (SOME), a D.C.-based
organization that helps people
transition out of homelessness.
For the 8th year in a row, the
community also supported
SOME through the Giving Tree
Project, which is organized by
Lori Rieckelman. Generous
Cabin Johners contributed to
the happiness of 44 residents
of SOME’s Griffin House by
selecting an ornament from the
tree and then purchasing lovely

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SKIP BROWN

S

ome 200
residents
joined in the
festivities at the
annual CJ Holiday
Party, held Dec. 9
at the community
center. Santa’s
arrival atop the
ladder truck of
the Cabin John
Volunteer Fire
Department was
missed by most
as everyone was
too busy enjoying
the sing-along led by Heidi and
Daisy Lewis with Jen Jordan and
her daughter, Lily Brown, at the
piano.

gifts from a personalized wish
list printed on each ornament.
This ensures that the recipients
are getting correctly-sized
clothing or household items that
meet their specific needs.
Lori offers a special thank you
to the following people who
helped with the project: Helen
Daniel, Linda Green, Lorraine
Minor, Sandy Occhipinti, Harry
Rieckelman, and Susan and
Jackie Shipp.
The CJCA wants to thank Lori
for her work on the Giving
Tree project and also all the
volunteers that made the
holiday party such a success:
Clare Amoruso, Irena and Didi
Bojanova, Lily Brown, Amy
Elsbree, Burr Gray, Linda Green,
Robin and Greg Gurley, Marcy
Harrison, Elaine Hornauer, Jen
Jordan, Heidi and Daisy Lewis,
Lori Rieckelman, Susan Roberts,
Craig, Nancy and Isabel Russell,
and Jeff Shipp all helped with set
up and throughout the event.

THE ANDREW FAMILY
$50 gift certificate from Market on the Boulevard
LESLIE BALDWIN
Gift basket from realtor Eleanor Balaban
THE BENJAMIN FAMILY
$100 gift certificate for Sal’s Italian Kitchen
TOM BLACK
$50 gift certificate from Glen Echo Hardware
LILY BROWN
Dinner for four at Wild Tomato
THE CAMPE FAMILY
Bethesda Co-op gift basket
RICK DUFFY
A portrait session by CJ photographer Tamzin Smith
JIM HELLER
The Christmas tree donated by Hughes Landscaping
MIREILLE LISIMAQUE
Level Fitness, massage, membership and personal training
package
PEARL REHM
$50 gift certificate from Firehouse cleaners
HEATHER TOMLINSON
$50 gift certificate from Kanpai Sushi
MARY TYSZKIEWICZ
$50 gift certificate from Glen Echo Pizza and Subs
Thanks again to these community businesses that donated
so generously!

Thanks to all the folks who stuck
around at the end to make clean
up a breeze. VN
January 2019 ⏐ The Village News
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CJ TURKEY TROT DRAWS CROWD DESPITE THE COLD

T

he chilly temperature and clouds
did not deter more than 160 Cabin
John residents, visiting family, friends
and their dogs from coming out for the 2nd
annual CJ Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving Day
morning. Participants enjoyed the walk/run
and a chance to visit with their neighbors
before enjoying their Thanksgiving meals.
The food drive held in conjunction with
the Trot collected some 90 pounds of nonperishable food items for Manna Food
Center, which serves Montgomery County.
A big thank you to the following folks who
helped make this year’s Trot a success: Event
organizer Irena Bojanova, along with Devlin
Gibbons, Savannah and Jeremy Hawks,
Larry Heflin, Jackie Hoglund, Stephanie
Lai, Iris Lu, Meredith McGuire, Scott Lewis,
Laura Miller, Greg Pawlson, Taylor Pyle,
Vera Reublinger, Elliott Schoen, Navid
Shirzad, Neda Shirzad, Robin Sidel, and
Heather Tomlinson. VN

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF SUSAN SHIPP & PETER BOJANOV

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Dozens more photos from this year’s Turkey Trot are online at www.cabinjohn.org
12
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REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

NOV - JAN 2019

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance

ACTIVE:

BR

FB

GAR

SQ. FT.

$999,000

4

4.5

0

2,700

$1,595,000

4

4.5

0

7630 Tomlinson

$256,000

2

1

0

800

13 Froude Circle

$573,000

3

2

0

1,416

6517 79Th St.

$699,000

2

2

0

2,350

6414 83rd Pl
8025 Riverside Av.

LIST PRICE

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

UNDER CONTRACT:

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com.

Get Ready for Bingo! On
March 8
BY BURR GRAY
The Friends of the
Clara Barton Center
invite you to the
annual CJ Bingo
night on March 8,
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm.
Callers this year will
include Roger Berliner, who just completed
12 years as our representative on the County
Council, and Mark Korman, one of our three
current state delegates in Annapolis. Join us as
we thank Roger for his many years of service
on behalf of the community!

PHOTO: COURTESY OF LESLIE BARDEN

Craft Fair on Dec. 2 Was Another Great Success!

BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

CJ resident Ebru Karaka displays her hand-crafted dolls and accessories.
Thanks to all the wonderful local artists who sold their wares and to our enthusiastic
neighbors who shopped at the annual CJ holiday craft fair! See you next year!

MUSIC PROGRAM AT CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
BY AYESHA COURT
CJ Resident

S

oon after we moved to Cabin John, we
were church shopping and heard that
the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

in Glen Echo had amazing music. Eight years
on, our children still sing in that amazing
choir and we continue to marvel at the music

HUCKLEBERRY FINN'S BIG RIVER

program plus the Redeemer Music Series’

February 8 – March 10, 2019

high-caliber performers.

Adventure Theatre MTC
 Recommended Ages: Ages 4+

Each year, Redeemer welcomes groups like

 301-634-2270

The Whiffenpoofs and Redeemer’s resident

 To purchase tickets:
www.adventuretheatre-mtc.org

group, Inscape Chamber Orchestra. This year

Twain's timeless classic sweeps us down the
mighty Mississippi as the irrepressible Huck
Finn helps his friend Jim, a slave, escape to
freedom at the mouth of the Ohio River.
Touching and timeless, this tale of friendship
against all odds is recreated for young audiences
as two best friends demonstrate the power of
changing the world.

started a community choir, The Glen Echo

14
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our new music director, Geoffrey Silver, also
Singers, so come learn to sing (secular) songs
with your neighbors!

CALENDAR:
All concerts include a post-performance
wine and cheese reception.
*SAT., FEB. 9, 7 PM: The Whiffenpoofs.
More than 100 years ago, five of the Yale
Glee Club’s best singers convened at Mory’s
Temple Bar to escape a cold winter night.
The rest is a cappella history.
*Wine and cheese pre-concert; post- will be a
disc signing.
SAT., MAR. 2, 7 PM: Erik & Chuyoung Suter:
Husband and wife will tackle two exciting
Rachmaninoff & Grieg Piano Concertos.
FRI., APR. 19, 7:30 PM: Bach’s St. John
Passion, At Bradley Hills Presbyterian.
SAT., APRIL 27, 7:30 PM: Inscape Chamber
Orchestra: Britten Sinfonietta, Op. 1
SAT., MAY 11, 5 PM: Carmina & Illuminare:
Choral Music of the 1600s
FRI., MAY 31, 7 PM: Brian Giebler, Tenor:
“When I was One and Twenty”
For more information: MusicatRedeemer.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things
that we work on in our fun-filled
exercise class. Come join us on
Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW
STARTING TIME IS 9AM! For
more information contact Carolyn
at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000
www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING
Midday walks to keep your pets
happy and healthy. Many happy
Cabin John and Carderock pet
owners and their pets will happily
give their recommendations. Call
Carolyn 240-204-2953.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family
Day Care since 1991. References
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.
COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC
Computer Support offers friendly,
personalized computer services
to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades,
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and
spyware removal, networking and
training. Appointments are available
mornings, afternoons and evenings.
Telephone and e-mail support is also
available. To schedule an appointment
or learn more about our services
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim
at 202-841-0873.

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play
dates at my home with new friends,
overnight stays at my home or
yours - fenced-in yard means lots
of playtime. I will pick-up and
return your pet for play dates! Many
neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren
Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.
SERENITY CIRCLE YOGA is
blooming here in Cabin John! A sun
filled home studio holding up to 10
students. Vinyasa, Yin and Gentle
yoga. Meditation and medicinal
plant classes, as well as Reiki
sessions. Contact Sarah 301-5804088 or Sarah@SerenityCircleYoga.
com

To place AN AD in the Village
News classifieds contact Nalini
Kumar at VNbusinessmanager@
gmail.com.

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

C: 202-549-6492
H: 301-229-4639

MD. Lics. # 5753

Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman
Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall
MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

January 2019 ⏐ The Village News

15

PRSRT STD
US Postage

The Village News
S E R V I N G

T H E

P E O P L E

O F

C A B I N

PAID

Suburban MD
Permit 4210

J O H N

Inside this Issue...
Trivia Night Fundraiser

1

Mrs. GoodNeighbor: 2019 Resolutions

4

Local Nature: Bluebirds in Winter

8

Holiday Party Recap & Photos

11

Turkey Trot Summary & Photos

12

www.cabinjohn.org

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Reminder:
Your CJCA DUES are
DUE! Please look out
for a letter from the
CJCA coming to your
mailbox soon. Help us
keep our community
activities going by
paying your dues!

JAN
27

CJCA Meeting
TOPIC: This special Sunday
meeting will feature CJ
resident Eric Dinerstein
on his new novel
“A Circle of Elephants”
4:00 pm
Community Center
Details on page 1

FEB
23

CJCA Team Trivia Night
6:30 pm
Community Center
Details on page 1

27

CJCA Meeting
7:30 pm
Community Center

MARCH
3

CJ Blood Drive
Community Center

8

Bingo Night
7 - 9 pm
Community Center
Details on page 14

27

CJCA Meeting
7:30 pm
Community Center

