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A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF POTOMAC
A Conversation with CJ Historian Judy Welles
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

CJ historian 
Judith Welles, 
author of Cabin 
John’s very own 
history book, 
will be the 
featured speaker 
at the Jan. 29 
CJCA Meeting. 

Judy will share 
photographs 

and insights from her newest book, Images 
of America: Potomac, which was published 
in December. The first history of Potomac 
to be published in nearly a half-century, the 
book covers Potomac’s founding as Offutt’s 
Crossroads in the late 1690s and the impact 

of the Civil War on the area. It also tells the 
story of the 1865 gold rush and the mining 
that continued until 1940. The book covers 
the people of Potomac too, from lock tenders 
on the C&O Canal to riders in the celebrated 
Potomac Hunt, the equestrian sport of fox 
hunting using American Foxhounds.

Potomac is Judy’s third local history book. In 
2008 she published Cabin John: Legends and 
Life of an Uncommon Place, a must-read for 
every Cabin John resident who wants to fully 
appreciate all that makes our community so 
unique.

Her second book, a biography of Lilly Stone 
published in 2012, chronicles the life of 
the Montgomery County native from her 
birth during the Civil War to her death 

3rd Annual CJ Turkey Trot brings out more than 175 people and a couple dozen dogs. For 
story and more photos, please see page 8. 
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It’s Time for Team Trivia

Back by popular demand, an adult night 
of CJ Team Trivia! The friendly and 
fun competition will be held Feb. 22 at 

the Clara Barton Community Center. 

The night will include roughly two hours of 
trivia, a grand prize for the winning team 
as well as other prizes given throughout the 
night, non-alcoholic beverages, and snacks. 
There will be a cash bar for beer and wine, 
and teams can bring in their own food if 
they want to dine while they play. The cost 
is $10 a player or $70 for a team of eight 

CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

TRIVIANight
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2020 CJCA Calendar
As of Jan. 5

JANUARY
29   CJCA Meeting
Topic: CJ author Judy Welles on her new book Potomac
 
FEBRUARY
22   Trivia Night
26   CJCA Meeting

MARCH 
1      CJ Blood Drive
22   CJCA & FofCJC Creek Cleanup (Tentative)
25   CJCA Meeting
29   Spring Egg Hunt (Tentative)
 
APRIL 
26   New Neighbor Potluck  
29   CJCA Meeting

MAY 
17   CJ Blood Drive
27   CJCA Meeting, Officer Elections

JULY 
4        Fourth of July Parade
TBD   Potomac Canoe Trip

SEPTEMBER
19   Chicken and Crab Feast
30   CJCA Meeting 

OCTOBER
4     CJ Blood Drive
25   Community Center Haunted House
28   CJCA Meeting 

NOVEMBER
18    CJCA Meeting
26   Turkey Trot

DECEMBER
6    Community Center Craft Fair
13   Holiday Party

Italicized events are sponsored by the Friends of the Clara 

Barton Community Center and supported by the CJCA.
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Please consider signing on as the volunteer business manager for 
The Village News. 

The Village News business manager typically spends 4 -6 hours 
a month coordinating with advertisers and managing the mailing 
list. This position is also responsible for invoicing subscribers and 
advertisers on a calendar-year billing cycle using a new electronic 
invoice and tracking system. If you are organized, a good 
communicator, and comfortable using Microsoft Excel and Google 
Drive, we could really use your help!

Please contact Noelle Tower at VNeditorial@gmail.com to learn 
more about this position.

SEEKING NEW VILLAGE NEWS 
BUSINESS MANAGER players. Proceeds from the night will support 

the community activities and projects of the 
Cabin John Citizens Association, which is 
hosting the evening. 

Participants should plan to arrive at 6:00 pm 
to socialize, settle in, and be ready for the 
7:00 pm start. There will be multiple rounds 
of questions, with a 30-minute half-time 
break to give folks time to say hi to their 
neighbors. 

SIGNUP NOW! 

With 20 teams and some 140 participants, 
last year’s event almost sold out. To make 
sure you don’t miss out, form your team of 
up to eight players, and go to the CJ website, 
www.cabinjohn.org, to register. 

Individuals and small groups may request to 
be paired up with other players to make an 
eight-person team, or you can go it alone. 
Once you’ve registered, you will need to drop 
off or send your payment to: Scott Lewis, 
7507 MacArthur Blvd.  

TRIVIA NIGHT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VN

  Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.  Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 4445 Willard Ave, Suite 250, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.463.7800

Eric W. Brooks

Realtor® MD/VA/DC
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

Giving back is always in style. 

Realtor® | Whitewater Kayaker | Donates a kayak 
to Team River Runner for every transaction

Team River Runner is a local non-profit which uses 

kayaking on Potomac River to challenge and rehabilitate 

wounded and disabled veterans from NIH. The year round 

program provides healing, community, purpose, and new 

challenges through adventure and adaptive paddle sports. 

So, for every client who buys or sells a home with Eric, he 

will donate a kayak to this campaign in the clients’ name. 

Eric offers same day showings on 
any active properties in Cabin John

NOW
HIRING

Are you interested in contributing to 
our community, but need a “job” with 
flexible hours?
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HOLIDAY PARTY IS GOOD FUN & SUPPORTS A GOOD CAUSE

The CJ Holiday Party, held 
this year on Dec. 15, 
does a good job bringing 

together some 200 community 
members of all ages to share 
some holiday cheer. Over the 
years, the party’s raffle also has 
raised thousands of dollars for 
SOME, So Others Might Eat, 
a DC-based organization that 

helps people transition 
out of homelessness. 

This year’s raffle raised 
close to $650 for 
SOME, and 13 winners 
went home with some 
wonderful prizes thanks 
to generous donations 
from local businesses. 
The community also supported 
SOME through the Giving Tree 
Project, which is organized by 
Lori Rieckelman of 79th St. 

For the ninth year, generous 
Cabin Johners purchased 
gifts for SOME residents. This 
year’s 55 gift recipients got 
things they wanted thanks to 
the personalized wish list that 
each shopper is given. Lori 
offers a special thank you to the 
following people who helped 
with the project: Helen Daniel, 

Linda Green, Lorraine Minor, 
Harry Rieckelman, Susan 
Roberts, and Nicki Wright. 

In addition to the raffle, party 
attendees enjoyed the sing-
along led by Crista Gibbons and 
Jen Jordan. As always, Santa’s 
arrival atop the ladder truck 
of Cabin John Volunteer Fire 
Department was the highlight of 
the evening! The CJCA wants to 
thank the fire department and 
all the volunteers that made the 
holiday party such a success: 

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

Clare Amoruso, Judith Bell, 
Irena and Peter Bojanovi, Amy 
Elsbree, Crista Givvons, Burr 
Gray, Marcy Harrison, Elaine 
Hornauer, Jen Jordan, Lori 
Rieckelman, Susan Roberts, 
Nancy Russell, Mark and 
Tazmin Smith, and Jeff Shipp. 
Thanks also to those of you 
who stayed at the end to help 
clean up. 

NOTE: More photos from this 
year’s Holiday Party are online at 
www.cabinjohn.org.
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Nyla Gibbons, Jameson Johnson and Lily 
Brown visit with Santa.

Susan Roberts and Nancy Russell sell 
raffle tickets. 

VN
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CJ Artists Show Their Talents at Craft ShowCONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE RAFFLE WINNERS!

DAVID AMORUSO
$50 gift certificate for Glen Echo 
Hardware

ANDREW BUCCI
Bottle of bubbly, chocolates, and a $50 gift 
certificate for Bethesda Co-op

ABBY CHEN
$50 gift certificate for Glen Echo Pizza 
and Subs

CALEB CHEN
Gift basket from realtor Eleanor Balaban

AMALIA CAMPE
Christmas tree from Hughes 
Landscaping

JANET DENCE
Lunch or dinner for four at Sal’s Italian 
Kitchen

WALT DENCE
Lunch or dinner for four at Wild Tomato

MARCY HARRISON
$50 gift certificate for Firehouse Cleaners

JIM HELLER
Gift basket from realtor Mickie Simpson

LIAM IMES
$50 gift certificate for Kanpai Sushi

TRISTAN IMES
$50 gift certificate for Market on the 
Boulevard

MICKIE SIMPSON
Photo session with CJ photographer 
Tamzin Smith

TAMZIN SMITH
Membership, 60-minute massage, & 
personal training package from Level 
Fitness

Thanks again to these local businesses for 
their donations. Your generosity helped the 
community raise close to $650 for SOME, 
So Others Might Eat. 

The December 8 holiday craft show at 
the Clara Barton Community Center 
featured the beautiful wares of close to 
50 artists, including eight talented Cabin 
John residents.

Craft fair newcomer SARAH CAHILL 
of Caraway St. offered her herbal oils 
and tinctures.

EBRU KARACA of Arden Rd. displays 
a lovely assortment of knitted dolls, 
animals, and blankets.

EVA STOLWEIN of 78th St. makes 
colorful jewelry from dichroic glass. 

KATHLEEN STEVENSON of Arden Rd. 
creates gorgeous painted silk scarves 
as well as mixed media and collage 
notecards.

JUDITH BELL of Cabin Rd. helped 
LESLIE BARDEN organize this 
wonderful tradition. 

Cabin John is lucky to have so much 
talent in its midst! Are there other artists 
in Cabin John? The Village News would 
love to feature you and your work. Please 
let us know by contacting the editors at 
VNeditorial@gmail.com.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Another craft show newcomer was 
the dynamic fudge-making duo, 
DEBORAH and MAGGIE DUFFY of 
Webb Rd. 

VN
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, WED. JAN 29  |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

COUNTY GIVES UPDATE ON ARCHERY HUNTING IN CJ PARK
BY MEREDITH GRIGGS
CJCA Secretary

In September, the county started 
operating its Archery Managed Deer 
Hunting Program within the stretch of 

the Cabin John Creek Valley Stream Park 
that runs from River Rd. to MacArthur 
Blvd. At the Nov. 20 CJCA meeting, county 
biologists met with some 25 CJ residents to 
discuss their efforts. 

As of mid-November, the archery hunting 

program in the CJ Valley Stream has 
resulted in 13 deer killed by seven hunters, 
Ryan Butler, head of the county’s deer 
management program, told the group. 

Also present were David Peterson, seasonal 
biologist and overseer of the archery 
program, along with two other members of 
the wildlife ecology unit, Guy Metzler and 
Andy Simmons.

The archery hunting program introduced 
in CJ Creek parkland uses the following 
protocol:  

• Hunters must shoot arrows at close 
   range (30 yards) from an elevated 
   tree stand.

• The tree stand is temporary and 
   removed by the hunter when not in use. 

• There are stringent qualifications for 
   archers that require the hunter to be 

   able to shoot three out of four arrows 
   within a six-inch circle. Currently 70 
   participants are qualified.  

• All hunters carry a program ID and a 
   vehicle marker. 

• Hunters target mostly does.

Butler said that in the state of Maryland 
there has never been a report of human 
injury between a hunter and non-hunting 
person in a park. “Safety is the number one 
priority,” he noted.

The expansion of the archery program into 
“our” park came after a multi-year infrared-
triggered camera survey. In summer 2019 
there was an average of 69 to 87 deer per 
square mile, said Butler. The impacts of deer 
overpopulation include vehicle collisions, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

2020 Means Dues and A New CJ Directory

The new year 
means it’s 
once again 

time to collect the 
$20 annual dues 
that are critical 
to supporting 
all the activities, 
community service, 

and advocacy of the Cabin John Citizens 
Association. 

Later this month, the annual dues letter from 
the CJCA will be mailed to every residence. 
Dues and donations from residents make up 
the majority of CJCA funding. We hope you 

2020 CJCA DUES

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President 

will support the CJCA by paying your 2020 
dues as promptly as possible. Details about 
how to pay your dues are also online at www.
cabinjohn.org/about-cjca/pay-dues.

Whether you plan to contribute to the CJCA 
or not, please open the letter as soon as 
possible! It has important information about 
how to update your information for the new 
Cabin John Directory that will be published 
this summer. 

A NEW CABIN JOHN DIRECTORY 
FOR 2020!

The CJ Directory, last published in 2015, 
is mailed free to every household in Cabin 

John. For the 2020 version, we are adding 
email addresses and cell phone numbers 
for every adult living at a residence. To do 
that and to ensure that we have the most 
up-to-date information for each household, 
we are asking you to complete the form that 
is included with the dues letter and mail it 
back to us using the self-addressed envelope 
provided.  An online version of the form will 
be available on the Cabin John website. 

For the 2020 Directory, we are partnering 
with AtoZ Directories, a Rockville company 
that has been making school and community 
directories since 2009. Per our contract with 
AtoZ, they are not allowed to share or sell 
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10:30 to 11:30 AM
Every 3rd Wednesday 
of the month 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING

events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. - Thurs  9 am–8 pm  � Fri.  9 am–3 pm � Sat. & Sun. - rentals only                                                  

CLOSED: Jan. 20, MLK Day and Feb. 17, President’s Day � Learn more & register for activities & memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec  

Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center,  www.FriendsCBCC.org

for seniors
REGISTER FOR ACTIVITY #75824

Club Friday  
FEB 21 | 7:00 - 9:00 PM

Games • Sports • Movies • DJ • Dancing
Arts & Crafts • Theme Nights • Raffles

REGISTER FOR
               CBCC Summer Camp
                TUES., JAN. 21 at 8:30 AM
                Sign Up Early – Space Fills Fast

                             Register For Activity 
           #77032

MON |NOON - 1:30 PM

TUES |4:30 - 6:00 PM

FRI |11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

PICKLEBALL

FEB 10 |12:00 NOON

Mary Queen of Scots
Two Queens vie for crown of 
England and Scotland

2020 WINTER FUN FEST

Noon - 4:00 PM
JANUARY. 25

Inflatables

C�ftsFood & Drinks

Outdo� skating rink
Hockey

CASINO ROYAL MARDI GRAS
March 7 | Noon - 3:00 PM | FREE
Play casino games with play money
Sign up early and get $50,000 “casino cash”
Walk-ins get $25,000

PRIZESLIVE MUSICFOODRegister for activity # 79285

MOVIE OF THE MONTH
    with popcorn!

JUDY WELLES 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

at 99 in 1960. A widow at 63, Lily opened 
Stoneyhurst Quarry in 1924 on the north 
side of River Road. (Now the site of the 
upscale Quarry Springs condos.) At 80 she 
founded the Montgomery County Historical 
Society, and a few years later designed a 
three-cent postage stamp honoring Francis 
Scott Key.

Judy was a writer long before she started 
compiling her wonderful historical gems. 
She was a reporter for 
New York and Virginia 
newspapers, served 
as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Public 
Affairs at the U.S. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
and, later, Director 
of Communications 
for the U.S. Pension 
Benefit Guaranty 

VN

Corporation. She also was a media relations 
manager for PricewaterhouseCoopers and 
IBM. 

She has long given back to the community, 
chairing the Montgomery County 
Commission on Aging and serving on the 
Board of the C&O Canal Trust. And now she 
has given us another rich accounting of our 
little corner of the world. VN

2020 DIRECTORY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

any CJCA or household data collected or 
published in the directory. 

Many families may be familiar with AtoZ as 
they have been producing the Bannockburn, 
Pyle, and Whitman student directories for 
years. Along with the print directory, Cabin 
John residents will be able to download a 
mobile app that will let them access a secure, 
password-protected online version of the 
directory.  

This is a big project, and we could definitely 
use some help. We are going to do our best to 
include many of the features – reverse look-
up by street, lists of services, and tabs – that 
make the current directory so informative 
and useful. If you are interested in helping 
with this project, please reach out to Marcy 
Harrison at marcyharrison@earthlink.net or 
Susan Shipp at jsjshipp3@verizon.net. 

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 
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CJ COMMUNITY RALLIES FOR TURKEY TROT

After three years of stellar reviews, 
the Cabin John community seems 
quite comfortable calling the 

Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot our newest 
beloved tradition. With no actual start or 
finish line, the event is decidedly low-key. 
But that doesn’t keep some participants from 
tearing through the roughly 2.5-mile course 
in 15 or 20 minutes. For others, the pace 
is more of a jog. A large contingent enjoys 

walking the course while chatting with 
neighbors or the friends and family they 
brought with them. 

Altogether, more than 175 people and a 
couple dozen dogs came out for the 3rd 
annual CJ Turkey Trot. Donations collected 
at the trot yielded more than 225 pounds of 
non-perishable food items for Manna Food 
Center, which serves Montgomery County. 

A big thank you to event coordinator 
Irena Bojanova, Heather Tomlinson, who 
coordinated the t-shirt payments, and all the 
volunteers who posted signs and served as 
course monitors.
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Note: More photos from this year’s Turkey 
Trot are online at www.cabinjohn.org

The Ellert, Beck, Shipp, Eckerson, and Peters 
families all joined the fun.

CJ families get into the Thanksgiving spirit at 
the 3rd annual Turkey Trot.

Azzu Saberi, his two sons and their friend 
have fun running the CJ Turkey Trot.
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FishTacos   Burgers  Pizza  Salads  FriedClams  Nachos  Cra
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Bruschetta  Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes   FishTacos   Burgers   Pizza  Salads  FriedClams   
Pasta   Parmesan  Shrimp   Bruschetta  Calamari  FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos   Burgers Pizza   Salads FriedClams P          a  
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimps Bruscheta  Cala  mari  FreshFish
CrabCakesCrabCakes   acos   Burgers Pizza                     FriedClams Bur 
Pasta  Parmesan       mps Brusche                     FreshFish Pi
Burgers  Piz  Sal      s  FriedClams                    CrabCakes Na 
Pasta  Parmesan  Shrimp  Brusche             arFreshFish  Bur
Nachos  FreshFish  CrabCakes  Pizza  Salads  Pasta  FriedCla 

 7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370  www.salsitaliankitchen.net

Mo-Co LOCAL

   7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

To report emergencies involving deer or 
other wildlife: Call Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) at 410-260-8888.

To report nuisance, injured, or sick wildlife: 
Call the DNR at 877-463-6497. 

For removal of dead deer from roads: Call 
311 (or 240-777-0311 from a cell phone) 
Monday through Friday, between the 
hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. To report 
a dead deer on a 24/7 basis, contact the 
county through the MC311 website (www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/mc311).

To report damage on M-NCPPC parklands, 
agricultural crops, or gardens: Call the 
Deer Management Work Group at 301-
962-1344 or email mcp-deermanagement@
montgomeryparks.org.

To learn more about preventing deer 
damage: Call the Montgomery County 
Cooperative Extension Service at 301-590-
9650.

CONTACT NUMBERS FOR 
DEER-RELATED ISSUES

agricultural losses, excessive damage to the 
environment, and disease concerns. The 
number of deer-vehicle collisions (DVCs) 
countywide is close to 2,000 annually. 

In recent years, the average number of DVCs 
per square mile within ¼ mile of parkland 
was 10.9 for parks with no deer management 
and only 3.4 for parks where population 
management is being conducted. That is 
an average reduction of 69 percent where 
management is taking place.

The county’s deer management program 
has been in operation since 1995. Through 
all of its population management efforts, 
which include shotgun hunting, park police 
sharpshooting, and archery, some 20,000 
deer have been removed, about 1,100 a year. 

ARCHERY HUNT UPDATE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

The Johnson family enjoys the Turkey Trot on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Joe and Deloris Harris of Longridge Ct. were 
all smiles at the CJ Turkey Trot.
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LOCAL NATURE
A Year of Invasives: A Murmuration Of Starlings 
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

Author’s Note: For 2020, Trudy 
Nicholson and I are going to add a new 
dimension to the Local Nature column 
by sticking with a single theme that will 
run through each of the year’s articles. 
This year we will focus on species that 
are considered by biologists as invasive 
and, in a few cases, a menace to our 
native ecosystems here in Cabin John. 
An invasive species is one that is not 
native to a specific location and that has 
a tendency to damage the environment, 
the economy, human health, or all three. 

Non-native plants and animals are found 
on almost every continent; though 
in most cases they do not become 
established or spread far and wide. 
But a few arrivals—some released 
from captivity (Burmese pythons in 
the Everglades), others escaped from 
gardens (privet and periwinkle), or 
others stowed away in wooden packing 
material or crates transported by plane 
or ship (the emerald ash borer, for 
example, a beetle that kills native ash 
trees) — have resulted in ecological 
mayhem. 

Cause for the most alarm occurs when 
non-natives arrive, colonize, and spread 
across remote islands. For example, 
the Galapagos archipelago suffers 
from goats, cats, and rats introduced 
by settlers from the mainland. The 
goats eat the vegetation favored by 
tortoises; the cats kill native lizards and 
mammals; and rats eat bird eggs. All are 

very difficult to eradicate. The island of 
Guam is threatened by the brown tree 
snake, which eats native birds, and a 
fortune has been spent to remove it. 
On the Hawaiian Islands, you name it 
and, more likely than not, it’s an invasive 
plant or animal. Hawaiian wildlife officers 
also are on alert for brown tree snakes 
hitchhiking in the wheel well of planes 
from Guam. 

Many exotic species do little damage to 
the local ecological fabric on islands, but 
others rend it asunder, especially when 
the native species did not evolve with 
introduced large herbivores, predators, 
and certain diseases. 

In the Washington, DC area, our 
ecological situation is less fragile than 
that of remote archipelagos. But even 
on large continents, as we shall learn 
over the next year, entire species can be 
wiped out by a new organism. Ecologists 
rank the threats posed by exotic 
invasive species as the number two 
cause of species extinction, far behind 
number one, habitat conversion, but still 
significant. 

As usual, Trudy will bring her immense 
artistic talents to interpreting these 
unwanted neighbors. In these superb 
illustrations, you will see a paradox: 
that even the worst invaders to our 
ecosystem are often physically quite 
attractive species. 

When animals of the same species 
aggregate in large numbers, it 
sparks the poetic side of human 

nature. A scold of jays, a conspiracy of 
ravens, a murder of crows: well, maybe the 
dark poetic side. Fortunately, there is also 
a charm of finches, a bouquet of pheasants, 
and an exaltation of larks to balance the 
picture. And perhaps the most poetic of all 
is a murmuration of starlings (murmuration 
refers to the act of murmuring).

European starlings are ubiquitous in our 
area and exceed 200 million birds in the U.S. 
as a whole. You can’t miss them: a plump, 
feisty, yellow-beaked bird about the size of 
an American robin, covered in purple and 
green iridescent feathers, with a splattering 
of white spots in the breeding season. Most 
striking is their behavior. Starlings are street 
fighters, and gangs of them push away other 
native birds from winter feeders. Even worse, 
in the breeding season, starlings prefer to 
make their nests in tree cavities, a feature in 
short supply in nature. In fact, ornithologists 
attribute aggressive starlings bent on taking 
over tree holes to a decline in the gorgeous 
red-headed woodpecker, bluebirds, and 
purple martins. Starlings also raid grain 
crops, and reduce milk production on dairy 
farms by stealing grain in cattle feed. Large 
murmurations at airports pose the serious 
threat of flying into jet engines (causing a 
major air crash in 1960 in Boston, killing 
62 people).

As their name suggests, European starlings 
are native to Europe, so what crazy person 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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would ever think of bringing them to 
U.S. shores? We can indirectly blame 
Shakespeare. In Henry IV, Part 1, Hotspur 
is fighting King Henry and seeks ways to 
upset the monarch. He dreams up teaching 
a starling to repeat the name of one of the 
King’s enemies,  “Mortimer,” over and over. 
(Starlings are, in fact, skilled mimics.) 
In 1890, a German immigrant, who was a 
bird and Shakespeare enthusiast, thought 
that it would be a brilliant idea to introduce 
all of the 60-plus bird species mentioned by 
the Bard to the U.S. On a cold winter day, 
Eugene Schieffelin released 60 starlings into 
New York’s Central Park. Unfortunately, the 
frigid weather did not knock them off. They 
took root, and now they are one of the most 
common birds in North America. 
There is a hidden element in this story 
worthy of greater illumination: Schieffelin 

was a member of the American 
Acclimatization Society, whose 
mission was to introduce plants 
and animals from the Old World 
to offer comfort and familiarity to 
emigrants who settled here. This 
notion of bringing familiar plants 
and animals to new lands has been a 
propensity of all colonists, much to 
the detriment of native species. New 
Zealand is perhaps the most extreme 
example: Maori and western 
colonists introduced mammal 
species — marsupials, weasels and 
their relatives, and rodents — that 
never occurred there, which has led 
to extinctions or severe population 
declines of some of the most 
interesting animals on Earth. These 
include the world’s only flightless 
parrot called 
the Kakapo, 
the kiwi, and 
the moa, a 500 

lb. flightless bird. Aside 
from a few bat species, 
mammals were not 
native to these islands. 

Starlings and their 
relatives in their native 
habitats are glorious 
birds, especially the 
members of the family 
in tropical parts of 
Africa and Asia. One 
has to look no further 
than the Splendid 
Starling or Superb 
Starling of East Africa, 
with their dazzling 
plumage, or the 
charismatic Talking 
Myna of Asia. But put 
them in a place where 

INVASIVES 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

they did not evolve, say Florida or Texas, and 
ecologists beware: trouble lies ahead.

As I write this, starlings in my backyard are 
gathering in a tree. How many red-headed 
woodpeckers did they usurp from nesting 
Cabin John? How many bluebirds and tree 
swallows lost the breeding cavities to these 
pushy birds? Shakespeare, why couldn’t 
you have stuck to writing about the gentle 
blackbird singing in the dead of night or 
the nightingale? VN
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.

20 Froude Cir $549,000 2 1 0 900

6521 79th St. $1,899,000 5 4.5 2 4,017

UNDER CONTRACT:

6605 Persimmon Tree $600,000 3 1 0 1,048

SOLD:

20 McKay Circle $479,000 3 1 0 1,051

3 McKay Circle $545,000 2 1 0 1,130

8021 Cypress Grove $850,000 4 4.5 2 3,536

6503 75th Pl $1,335,000 6 4.5 2 5,068

NOV 2019 - JAN 2020

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN
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Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216

Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000

www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Renovations | Additions | New Homes

CRAFT SHOW
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

STANLEY SCHAPER of 78th St. works at the 
community center and makes lovely wood 
carvings in his spare time. 
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
vneditorial@gmail.com.  

VN

In Memoriam:
JOAN MARIE BUDIANI

Joan Marie Budiani, 
86, died on Dec. 20. 
She lived on 78th St. 
with her daughter, 
Debra Budiani-Saberi, 
son-in-law Azzu 
Ali Saberi, and their 
two children. Family 

describe her as an adored daughter, sister, 
friend, wife, mother, aunt, and “nana,” as well 
as a talented artist, chef, singer, seamstress, 
and comedian. Above all, Joan was devoted 
to offering the gift of endless love for her 
family and friends. 

Joan Dominico was born in Akron, Ohio 
in 1933. She attended St. Mary’s Catholic 
School and began working at a young age 
to support her mother and siblings. Joan 
married the love of her life, Deno Joseph 
Budiani in 1951, and raised their four 
children while conducting Deno’s business. 
In addition to her commitment to her 
family, Joan cherished and was devoted to 
her friendships.

BRAVO ANDY BARRY!
Cabin John 
native Andy 
Berry not only 
came home for 
the holidays, but 
he performed 
two December 
concerts in 
northern 
Virginia as part 
of Chanticleer, 

the Grammy-award winning 12-voice male 
classical ensemble. Dad Andrew Berry of 
75th Pl. and many of his neighbors/fans gave 
the performances rave reviews. 

Chanticleer came here in the middle of their 
2019-20 tour that has them performing in 28 
states, Puerto Rico, and throughout Europe. 

They also will be heading to Australia for 
the first time since 1997 and will make their 
debut in New Zealand. 

This is Andy’s second year as the only 
bass with Chanticleer. He was a resident 
at the Pittsburgh Opera and an apprentice 
singer with the Santa Fe Opera. The 2009 
Walt Whitman alum attended Yale for 
his undergrad studies in psychology and 
neuroscience. As a senior, he directed the 
Whiffenpoofs, the renowned collegiate a 
cappella group, and served as an assistant 
conductor for the Yale Glee Club. He earned 
a Master of Music in Voice/Opera from the 
Yale School of Music. His Chanticleer bio 
says he celebrates his half Japanese heritage 
by living in Japantown in San Francisco. VN

The Historic Preservation Office of the 
Montgomery County’s planning department 
wants to hear from descendants of Moses 
Hall, Gibson Grove Church members, 
and the Cabin John community about our 
concerns regarding the state's proposed 
widening of the American Legion Bridge, the 
Capital Beltway, and I-270.

Important Moses Hall Meeting with County Historic 
Preservation Office

When:         Jan 30  |  6:00 PM

Where:      Maryland National Capital Parks 
& Planning Commission, 8787 Georgia Ave., 
Silver Spring (Garage parking is available at 
Spring and Cameron Streets) 

Contact:  CJCA VP for Advocacy Charlotte 
Troup Leighton at troupleighton@gmail.com

CALLING ALL BINGO PLAYERS

Family Bingo Night will be held Feb. 28, 
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm at the community 
center. Sponsored by the Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community Center, Bingo Night 
promises fun for the whole family with 
prizes for kids and adults. 

Bingo cards are $5 each. Pizza and other 
refreshments also will be sold.

FoCJC is seeking a new Treasurer, serving as a 
volunteer member of the FoCJC Board. 

We are a small non-profit organization that relies 
on grants and local 
resident donations to 
fund its education, 
outreach, advocacy, and 
conservation programs.  

Treasurer responsibilities 
involve overseeing 
expenditure and 
deposit of grant funds 
and donations, and 
meeting any state and 
federal income tax 
filing requirements, 

CABIN JOHN CREEK CORNER
www.cabinjohncreek.org

potentially working with a professional 
accountant.  The position doesn't require an 
accounting background; you just need to be 
conscientious and care about the Cabin John 
Creek Watershed.  Contact tina@cabinjohncreek.
org if you’re interested or have questions. VN
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

PET CARE - BEST IN THE AREA. 
YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU!
We provide:
     • Daily walks
     • Play dates/Daycare
     • Boarding at my home  
     • Pet sitting at yours 

We also provide daily pick ups/
drop offs for daycare and boarding 
services.
Many neighborhood references. 
www.licksandleashes.net
Owner: Lauren Nicholas
Cell: 808-286-6556
I cannot wait to meet you and your 
furry family!

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

To place AN AD in the Village News classifieds contact Business Manger at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.
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JAN
29

CJCA Meeting
7:30 PM 

Community Center 
Topic: CJ author Judy Welles on 

her new book Potomac

FEB
22

CJCA Trivia Night
1:00 - 5:00 PM 

Community Center 

26
CJCA Meeting

7:30 PM 
Community Center 

28
Family Bingo Night

7:00 - 9:00 PM 
Community Center 
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Holiday Party Supports a Good Cause  4 

CJCA: 2020 Dues and New Directory   6

Community Rallies for Turkey Trot 8

Local Nature: Invasive Species 10

Holiday Craft Show Highlights Local Talent
John and Taffy Kingscroft of Riverside Dr. display their beautiful, 
inlaid wood serving boards at the annual CJ Holiday Craft show, 
held on December 8. One striking piece artfully displays the Cabin 
John Bridge. For more photos and story, please see page 5. 


