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The 50th Cabin John Chicken and Crab Feast
Set for Sept. 14
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

Delaney Corcoran, will be
available for $15.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF PETER VOGT

Attendees will enjoy the
sounds of the talented and
generous Starlight Orchestra.
The 12-piece jazz and swing
band is now firmly part of
the Crab Feast tradition as
this will be their eighth year
playing and singing for the
crowd. Face painting and
other kids activities will be
offered if someone volunteers
to organize them.

Enjoy the food, fun, and
camaraderie for $16 a ticket.
Cabin John has Bill White of 21 Carver Rd. to thank for our 50-year tradition
Or save $2 by buying your
of a Chicken and Crab Feast fundraiser. Bill White started the fundraiser in
ticket in advance from a block
the late 1960s, along with others in the Carver community. In this picture from
the 1986 feast, which was the last one Bill White attended, White (seated),
coordinator or ticket seller.
is surrounded by other early coordinators: Diane Heflin, Frank McKinney,
Proceeds support The Village
Margaret Coleman, Celeste Swedenburg, Peter Vogt and, Lena Rose. For
more on the history of the Crab Feast, please see page 5.
News, mailed free to all CJ
residents, as well as the Fourth
ark your calendars as you won’t
of
July
celebration,
holiday party, and other
want to miss the 50th Cabin John
CJCA
activities.
Chicken and Crab Feast to be

M

held Sept. 14 from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm at
the community center. Join your neighbors
and bring your friends for the Cabin John
Citizens Association’s largest community
gathering and fundraiser.

The same crowd-pleasing menu of delicious
grilled chicken, tasty steamed crabs and
classic side dishes will be served. There also
will be beer, wine, sodas and lemonade for
sale. Your sweet tooth will be satisfied by
items from the Whitman Girl Up Club bake
sale. A new commemorative t-shirt, designed
by CJ resident and Georgetown student

The crab feast is a success each year because
of the 90-plus volunteers who pitch in. We
need volunteers and not just the same
wonderful Cabin Johners who have been
stepping up for decades. The following
41 people and probably a few more that I
missed, have been volunteering at the Crab
Feast for at least the past 20 years: Clare
and Phil Amoruso, Bramman Avery, Judith
Bell, Kathleen and Tom Black, Diana Carter,
Angela Coppola, Pete Couste, Helen Daniel,
Janet and Walt Dence, Deb and Rick Duffy,
Susan and John Gelb, Burr Gray, Greg
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

MAY 2017

JULY 4TH FUN FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY
BY STEPHANIE LAI AND HEIDI LEWIS
CJ Residents
PHOTO: COURTESY OF STEPHANIE LAI

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF CABIN JOHN

Kathleen Black reads excerpts from the
Declaration of Independence at the CJ
July 4 celebration.

P

atriotism, politics and women’s rights
were on display at the Cabin John July
4th festivities this year.

After decorating their bikes and strollers
as well as themselves and even their dogs,
more than 100 CJ residents and friends
paraded down MacArthur Blvd. to the 4th
of July festivities at the community center
playground. The Cabin John Citizens
Association, which holds this event, would
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CJ POTOMAC PADDLE
by BURR GRAY
EARTH MEDICINE:
Ground Ivy
by SARAH CAHILL
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For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org
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CJ Potomac Paddle Worth the Wait
BY BURR GRAY
President, FofCJC
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T

he 21st Annual CJ Canoe
and Kayak trip, originally
scheduled for mid-June,
ended up taking place on July
14, a warm, sunny Sunday. The
river level was 4.0 on the Little
Falls gage, which is perfect for
avoiding rocks, and the whole
day went without a hitch.
One new aspect of the trip
was the greater use of double
duckies, two-person inflatable
kayaks, which our outfitter
Calleva pitched for their
stability. As always, participants
enjoyed a leisurely paddle, some
bird-watching and a lunch stop
on the Maryland side of the
river this year.
The paddle, sponsored by
the Cabin John Citizens

Association, drew some 30
participants, including the
following Cabin Johners and
their friends: Nick, Erica, Mila
and Marco Franzetti, Bob
Walsh and daughter India,
Greg and Robin Gurley, along
with son Philip Gurley and his
girlfriend Kelsey, Dan Berman
and daughter Karina, Marlys
Rixey and Jamie Powers,
Kristen and Bobby Ingle plus
their three children, Addison
Loveday, Hudson Loveday &
Henry Ingle, Han Herderschee,
Karen Mathura and son Kiran,
Paul Orsinger and Jeannie
Dougherty, Eric Libre, Tom and
Liam Black, and Burr Gray. We
were also joined briefly during
the trip by Peter Bross, Monica
Pittman, and Juliet Rodman.
VN



REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor

PATRICIA AMMERMAN

Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

JUN-AUG 2019
ACTIVE:
20 Froude Circle
8013 Cypress Grove Ln
6414 83rd Pl
6048 81st St.
21 Ericsson Rd.
6432 83rd Pl
UNDER CONTRACT:
13 McKay Circle
SOLD:
7630 Tomlinson Av #35
6510 Seven Locks Rd.
7 Ericsson Rd.
7 McKay Circle
Wishbone Ter
6 Thorne Rd.
6408 81st. St.
6415 79th St.
7620 Cabin Rd.
6516 75th Pl
6517 78th St.

LIST PRICE
$579,900
$810,000
$899,000
$899,900
$905,000
$1,195,000

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
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4
4
4
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0
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SQ. FT.
900
3,168
2,700
1,610
2,466
3,386

$975,000
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2

3,354

$349,000
$540,000
$579,000
$684,500
$795,000
$900,000
$950,000
$1,100,000
$1,349,000
$1,490,000
$1,995,000
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0
0
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2
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796
704
936
1,908
1,906
1,682
2,042
2,690
3,452
3,382
4,245

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish

EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!

pammerman@longandfoster.com
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CJCA NEWS
CJCA MEETING: 7:30 PM, WED. SEPT. 25 | CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER

CRAB FEAST

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

But how much longer can we expect them
to keep this beloved tradition and critical

vegetables for cooking Saturday morning.
Saturday’s SSL volunteers will help set up,
keep the tables cleared, work the lemonade
stand, fetch and carry and clean up. Plan to
work a 2 to 4 hours between 9:00 am and
7:00 pm on Saturday, Sept. 14, the day of the
event. If interested, contact Stephanie Lai,
laifamily2002@gmail.com. VN

SSL HOURS OFFERED FOR CRAB
FEAST VOLUNTEERS

THE DAT
E
AV

E

Just like you, many of these folks were/are
working full-time, had/have children at
home as well as other family obligations.
Nevertheless, year in and year out they
have made it a priority to give back to their
community.

citizens association fundraiser going? We
need new folks to sell tickets in advance,
prepare the veggies, help the chefs, cook,
set up, serve, and clean up. Please sign on
to volunteer by emailing cjcrabfeast@gmail.
com. Allison and Patrick de Gravelles, the
dynamic duo coordinating the feast for their
fourth year, will get back in touch with ways
you can help. They also can be reached by
phone at 301-742-4762 (Allison) or 301-6057267 (Patrick).

S

and Robin Gurley, Linda Green, Meredith
Griggs, Lynn Hopkins, Elaine & Gerry
Hornauer, John Hughes, Lisa Landsman,
Eric Libre, Heidi and Scott Lewis, Karen
Melchar, Loraine Minor, Lori Rieckelman,
Susan Roberts, Benno Schmidt, Stephanie
Smart, Oona Steiglitz, Beverly Sullivan,
Larry West, Barbara and Bruce Wilmarth
and Mary Kay Young.

50th Annual
CJ Chicken and Crab Feast

In addition to the dozens of adult
volunteers, we welcome middle and high
school students looking to earn SSL hours
supporting this event. On Friday afternoon,
Sept. 1-3, SSL volunteers will help prepare

SEPT 14

2:00-6:00 PM

Clara Barton Community Center
events & activities
Breakfast for Dinner

for seniors

NEW
C
for a lass
ges
WED 5:00 to 6:00 PM | Sept 25 to Nov 20
Young cooks turn breakfast classics into main-event entrées 5-13

GRANDPARENTS DAY
MON SEPT 9 | 12:00 Noon
Celebrate Grandparenthood | Bring pictures.

Instruction through Tiny Chefs cooking classes

DOWNSIZING YOUR HOME

Register for activity # 71120 | $245 for the series
MINI DOODLERS: Tell me a story

NEW
C
for a lass
MON 11:00 to 11:45 AM | Sept 16 to Dec. 9
g
Kids fashion and adorn storyteller and story-character figures 3 es
-6
Model Magic clay plus colorful fabric, paint, and more

Register for activity # 70708 | $176 (includes materials fee)
Club Friday One Friday p/mo. | 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Oct 2019 to May 2020 |3rd through 6th graders gather for
movies, sports, games, DJs, dancing, arts & crafts, theme nights, raffles

Register for activity # 71754 |$62
Call CBCC office at 240-777-4910 for dates and information

WED SEPT 11 | 12:00 Noon
It can be easier and safer than you might think.

BASIC TECH 101
MON SEPT 16 | 6:30 - 7:30 PM
Hands-on Q & A about computer devices and Apps.
Bring yours in and demystify the phone, laptop, tablet!

PICKLEBALL | Open for ages 18 and up

MON Noon to 1:30 PM
TUES 4:30 to 6:00 PM
FRI
11:00 to 12:30 PM
Must have an open gym pass ($30/year) or Senior Sneakers pass
($50/year; includes weight room)

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John | 240–777–4910
OPEN: Mon. - Thurs 9 am–8 pm (new closing time for Mon & Wed)  Fri. 9 am–3 pm  Sat. & Sun. - rentals only
Closed Mon. Sept 2  Learn more and register for activities and memberships at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec
Ad funded by Friends of Clara Barton Community Center, www.FriendsCBCC.org
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A HISTORY OF THE CJ CRAB FEAST
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President
. . . with thanks to Andy Rice, Nikki Wright and Tim
Weedlun, who wrote their own histories of our
beloved tradition, published in The Village News in
1995, 1998 and 2009.

A

s we plan to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the first Cabin John
Chicken and Crab Feast, I set out to share its
illustrious history with Village News readers.
Combing the newsletter archives, here is
what I found.
Like other aspects of Cabin John history,
the origins of the Cabin John Chicken and
Crab Feast are a bit muddied. The first Crab
Feast was held in Bill White’s backyard at
21 Carver Rd. as a fundraiser for the Cabin
John Home Study Program, an organization
created in 1964, largely by black parents who
were concerned about the difficulties some
of their children were having in the recently
integrated Montgomery County public
school system. The program, which ran

into the 1980s provided tutoring services,
scholarship assistance for college-bound
students. It also sent dozens of kids to camp
each summer.
We know why the Crab Feast was held, but
we don’t know exactly what year Bill White
and fellow Carver Road resident Celeste
Swedenburg, along with other Carver Rd.
families, decided to hold the first feast. After
their first success (some 250 people showed
up!), they planned another the following
year in conjunction with the Gibson Grove
AME Zion Church, who hoped to give
their own home study program a boost.
(Unfortunately, our online Village News
archive, which runs from 1967 to present
day, is missing all 1969 newsletters.)
In 1970, Home Study advertised a Crab
and Chicken Feast in The Village News. We
know the wider CJ community participated,
paying $2.50 per meal with proceeds going
to help send 44 children to camp.

The Crab Feast serving line circa 1970.

By 1972 the feast was described as a Cabin
John institution and subsequent feasts saw
the Cabin John Citizen's Association, the
Four-Year-Old preschool and The Village
News joining in the effort and sharing in the
proceeds.
In 1973, the Crab Feast shifted from Bill
White’s backyard to the vacant field between
Carver Rd. and Palisades Pool. In 1977,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams Nachos Cra
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari Burgers Sala
CrabCakes FishTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Bruschetta Calamari FreshFish
CrabCakes Fis hTacos Burgers Pizza Salads FriedClams P
Pasta Parmesan Shrimps Bruscheta Cala mari FreshFish
CrabCakes acos Burgers Pizza
FriedClams Bur
Pasta Parmesan
mps Brusche
FreshFish Pi
Burgers Piz Sal
s FriedClams
CrabCakes Na
Pasta Parmesan Shrimp Brusche
arFreshFish Bur
Nachos FreshFish CrabCakes Pizza Salads Pasta FriedCla

Mo-Co LOCAL

7945 MacArthur Blvd. / Cabin John, MD
301.229.0680 www.wildtomatorestaurant.com

7945 MacArthur Blvd. /Cabin John, MD
240.802.2370 www.salsitaliankitchen.net
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LOCAL NATURE
Insect Armageddon: Part 1
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer
ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

I

mages of melting polar ice caps,
rampaging forest fires in Siberia, and
sweltering Europeans coping with a
recent record heat wave crowd the TV news
and social media feeds over this scorching
July and early August. Another set of
victims, millions of them, are suffering
without any video footage. But we know
from emerging scientific surveys that they
are fast disappearing. I would say ‘dropping
like flies’ if it weren’t so accurate.
Entomologists, ecologists, and any close
observers of nature and attentive readers
of environmental news have noticed an
alarming phenomenon: insect numbers are
plummeting rapidly. Changing climates are
a big part of the problem but another is the
widespread use of pesticides. The changes
were first observed by anecdotal accounts
of motorists and motorcyclists in Germany
who noticed the drastic decline in moths and
butterflies and other flying insects (including
flies) plastered against their windshields.
Soon citizen scientists contributed to the
death count monitoring the decline in wellknown showy species of butterflies. More
recently, field scientists who have tracked
insect abundance and diversity have started
to revisit field sites they sampled decades ago
and came up with alarming statistics.
One scientist who studied the diverse group
of elegant small lizards called anoles (genus
Anolis with over 400 species), returned
to the spot in Puerto Rico where several
decades ago he had sampled for insects—
Anolis food. In his original study, he found

Ground Beetle (Carabidae). He's a handsome guy.
insects to be abundant; today in the same
lush tropical forest many groups of insects
were scarce. The problem is so widespread
and of concern that some scientists have
dubbed it an Insect Armageddon.
But before the sobering part of this column
resumes, let’s celebrate the evolutionary
exuberance of insects, in particular,
beetles. Perhaps the most famous exchange
in encounters between 20th century
theologians and evolutionary biologists
came when the great British scientist J.B.S.
Haldane was engaged in conversation with
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The cleric
asked Haldane: “From your detailed studies
of nature what can you discern about the
guiding hand of God?” (or something
close to that). Without hesitating, Haldane
replied, “The Good Lord must have had an
inordinate fondness of beetles.”
The cheeky response was based on studies
by naturalists that showed beetles to be the

most diverse group of insects and the beetle
order—the Coleoptera—to embrace more
species than any other group in the animal
kingdom with about 330,000 known species.
Within the beetles, the polyglot of species
classified as ground beetles in the family
Carabidae are among the most diverse: more
than 40,000 species have been found worldwide and 2,000 species in North America
alone.
A biologist with the Smithsonian who
specialized on Carabids and other beetle
families made three important scientific
discoveries by doing something a little crazy.
He brought an insect fogger to the Amazon
and started doing something unthinkable: he
sprayed the leafy canopy of a living Leuhea,
a common tropical rainforest tree and set up
a systematic set of traps to catch what would
fall dead from the leaves and branches.
This rain of beetle specimens and other
insects gave the first stunning result: over
1200 species of beetles were living in each
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

individual tree of this species of
Leuhea, L. seemannii.
The second fascinating insight
was that many of these canopydwelling beetles were actually
Carabids, whose common name
is ground beetles—a misnomer
if there ever was one, and that
many more beetles lived in the
canopy than on the ground in
the rainforest. But the most
important finding of all was that
163 species were found only in
Leuhea seemannii trees—that is
endemic to them—but NOT in
neighboring trees of a different
genus or species!

OPCH26607-Print-BW_AD-Village News.indd 1

The great insight for
conservation was that when
one tree was fogged and the
beetle rain catalogued and
counted, that wasn’t necessarily
an indicator of the beetles in
an adjacent tree of a different
species because there could
be a remarkable turnover of
rosters of beetles from one
canopy tree species to the next.
This turnover of species along
gradients or elevations is what
scientists term Beta-diversity
(alpha-diversity would be
the number of species found
in a single tree or a single
hectare). Conserving betadiversity is the most important
and most neglected feature
in conservation plans in the
tropics—we just don’t know

enough about how species
compositions change form one
tree or one patch of forest to the
next.
Then this scientist, Terry
Erwin, really went out on
a limb. Doing some simple
arithmetic, he proclaimed that
his experiments, based on an
assumption of 50,000 species of
tropical trees and 1200 species
per tree, indicated, with the aid
of a little arm-waving, that you
end up with at least 30 million
species estimated on Earth.
The estimate was extremely
controversial: most scientists
today estimate no more than 10
million species on Earth. Any
way you look at it, though, there
is a preponderance of beetles
with whom we share the Earth.

But it is not just the sheer
diversity of insects, it is their
staggering numbers, at least
when you compare them to
other creatures, that is so
stunning. And it is their rapid
demise that have scientists up in
arms. First it was the bees, then
butterflies, but what about all
the micro-insects we can barely
distinguish with the naked
eye? Could this be the greatest
crisis of all in the world of
biodiversity, one that could have
a profound effect for humanity
as well?
Next month's column will cover
what those effects are and what
we can do to prevent insect
Armageddon. For this month,
let’s stop and admire the insects.
VN
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EARTH MEDICINE
GROUND IVY...A PERSONAL STORY

I

s this running through
your lawn or garden? She
is ground ivy (Glechoma
hederacea), a member of the
mint family, which you can
tell by her square stem. In
the spring she wears small
delicate purple blooms, but
for the summer she marches
proudly forward with simple
green scalloped opposite leaves
on runners, tormenting many
gardeners.
I would like to share a personal
story about ground ivy and how
earth medicine works.
I don’t treat my lawn, so it is
crowded with liver-cleansing
dandelion, bee-loving clover and
delicious chickweed. There is
one area out front, however, that
I was hoping would not fill with
ground ivy. Over the last few
months, each time I walked by
I would pause to pull some. An
act that was honestly more of a
8

meditation as it certainly isn’t an
effective plan.
During this same time, I was
dealing with some mucus in the
back of my throat, a condition
referred to as catarrh. I began
doing research for potential
causes and possible herbal
remedies. Well...you guessed it.
The answer was ground ivy!
Fresh flowering ground ivy
can be taken by mouth, used
to make tincture or vinegar or
dried for tea. She can help with
coughs, mild lung problems and
inflammation. As an astringent,
she dries out bodily fluids such
as mucus.
No wonder it keeps coming
closer and closer. That is how
plant medicine works. What
you need will be found nearby.
Nature’s magic.
If you’d ever like me to stop
by to introduce you to your
medicinal plants, I would love
the opportunity. VN
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BY SARAH CAHILL
Regular Contributor

Giving back is always in style.
Realtor® | Whitewater Kayaker | Donates a kayak
to Team River Runner for every transaction

Team River Runner is a local non-profit which uses
kayaking on Potomac River to challenge and rehabilitate
wounded and disabled veterans from NIH. The year round
program provides healing, community, purpose, and new
challenges through adventure and adaptive paddle sports.
So, for every client who buys or sells a home with Eric, he
will donate a kayak to this campaign in the clients’ name.

Eric W. Brooks
Realtor® MD/VA/DC
240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

Eric offers same day showings on
any active properties in Cabin John

Innovative
Landscapes
for
utdoor
O
Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER & C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

Come home to

© 2019 Anthony Wilder Design Build

Stacy Zarin Goldberg

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 4445 Willard Ave, Suite 250, Chevy Chase, MD 20815 | 301.463.7800

extraordinary.

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com
2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b
WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER

ANTHONYWILDER.COM
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THEN AND NOW
POSTCARDS FROM PARADISE
BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

O

ne reads “Monday morning. You
have been good to me—and I know
it this morning when everyone is
in their fine clothes. E.” The other is scrawled
across the front of the image and continues
onto the split-sided back: “Dear Mother, So
pleased to get yours this A.M. Have so much
to tell you and yet nothing very interesting
or new. . . If nothing happens will reach
Laurel about 9am. Shall bring my furs for
you to keep this summer. . . M”

View of the Cabin John Hotel gardens,
gazebo and orchestrion. (Courtesy of the
Montgomery County Historical Society.)
Old postcards of the Cabin John Bridge.

Curious and quirky, these handwritten notes
grace postcards from 1909, one addressed
to Ohio and one to Gaithersburg. Pictured
on the front of each is a colorful, imposing
image of the Cabin John Bridge, which at the
time was the largest stone arch in the world.
At the turn of the 20th century, not only was
the Cabin John Bridge a national landmark
written about in papers from Washington
DC to Tennessee, but the Cabin John Hotel
was one of the best known places around the
capital. Congressmen and diplomats wined
and dined there and even a few presidents
savored the famous fish and chicken dinners
served in the elegant inn.
Photos and postcards of the historic
landmark were popular at the time. The
Washington DC photographer Alexander
Yowell had his studio under the bridge, and
for many years took photos of weekend
visitors according to local historian Richard
Cook. One old image shows a stand
alongside the bridge, possibly Yowell's,
offering 'Postcard & Tintypes Bridge
Pictures.'
Cabin John becomes noticeably quiet for
the month of August as residents escape the
10
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oppressive heat, yet in the early 1900s Cabin
John was a summer paradise that people
escaped to. The postcards are a reminder
that it was one of the most well known
resorts this area has ever known. (This was
a good ten years before JS Tomlinson of the
American Land Company began offering
lots for sale, the “little farms” of Cabin John
Park).
Local newspapers called the Cabin John
Bridge and Hotel resort a “favorite diversion
of all Washingtonians” and regularly wrote
about the goings on at the hotel. In the
summers of the early 1900s the hotel and
its surroundings entertained thousands of
urban “pleasure seekers.”
The Cabin John Hotel's beginnings were
modest. Joseph Bobinger worked as a stone
mason on the Union Arch Bridge, while
his wife Rosa set up a small roadside stand
alongside the bridge and sold drinks, food
and her famous chicken dish. It was the
demand for Rosa's cooking, and perhaps
her business acumen, that led the couple to
purchase 100 acres of land on the west

side of the bridge in 1870 to build a hotel
and restaurant.
Their business evolved from a small
German-influenced tavern to an elaborate
Victorian folly with over forty rooms filled
with the finest European furniture and
carpets, cavernous banquet halls, intimate
dining rooms, an orchestrion, and formal
gardens of exotic plants and flowers. The
orchestrion, a large music box or organ,
was a huge attraction. One of the Bobinger
grandsons recalled in Elizabeth Kytle's 1976
Time Was memory book that a beautiful
stained, leaded glass room housed the
instrument that came from Berlin, and how
“you could hear it for miles; the music would
go all over the park and the whole area.”
Across the road, on land acquired several
years later, they built outbuildings, including
a stable, an ice house, a gas house and one
of the largest asparagus beds in the country.
The old gas house, which sits next to the
tennis courts, is the only building that
remains today. In 1900 the Bobingers added
an amusement park that boasted a scenic
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

THEN AND NOW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

in the garden's
gazebos,
boating in the
creek, and
listening to live
music.
The summer of
1903 offered a
new program
from Haley's
concert
band and the
screening
of motion
Small stand alongside Cabin John Bridge selling postcards, tintypes and
pictures in the
bridge pictures during the 1890s and early 1900s.
magnificent
(Courtesy of the Montgomery County Historical Society.)
Palm Garden,
Cabin John's own riverside theater. The film
railway and carousel in an effort to attract
of the Corbett-McGovern fight was a real
even more visitors to the resort. These were
crowd-pleaser. “Cabin
the years that the hotel was “blooming.”
John continues
to entertain great
Visitors who arrived by the Cabin John street
throngs of visitors,
car that terminated in Glen Echo crossed
despite the cloudy
a pedestrian footbridge to the exquisite
weather. There are so
hotel gardens dotted with summerhouses.
many attractions at
Lush landscaped lawns stretched from
this park, in addition
Conduit Road (now MacArthur Blvd) to
to the unrivaled band
the canal and Potomac River. Day-trippers
concerts and the
enjoyed dining at the hotel or cold drinks

famous black bass and chicken dinners of
the club house, it is not surprising that at a
season when the city itself has little to offer
in the way of an evening's amusement, that
Cabin John Bridge should flourish, whatever
the weather” proclaimed The Washington
Times.
The hotel's popularity slowly waned, in
part due to competition from Glen Echo,
rowdy fights and prohibition. Its doors were
shut in 1926 with its history locked inside.
Four years later, in 1931, a suspicious fire
destroyed the Cabin John Hotel. Looking
back from a quiet August day, it's hard to
imagine this bustling grand resort that
once stood in this neighborhood, the music
of the orchestrion drifting all the way to
Persimmon Tree Road. VN

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
C: 202-549-6492
H: 301-229-4639

MD. Lics. # 5753

Associate Broker | Green Designation

Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman
Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall
MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com
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FEAST HISTORY

vendors, a bike parade and a jazz band were
all features of the feast.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

the date of the event shifted from July
to September.
With the vacant lot slated to become
Longridge Ct. with a dozen houses, 1986
marked the last year the crab feast was held
off Carver Rd. Fittingly, it was also the last
feast attended by Bill White, who passed
the following fall. With the Cabin John
Citizens Association now serving as the
primary organizer, The Village News story
says a major task for the association will be
to find a new location for the “20-year-old
tradition.”
In 1987, the Crab Feast moved to “the
spacious backyard of Claude Clifton at 19
Carver Rd. The following two years it was
held at Seven Locks Park.
The 1990 Crab and Chicken Feast, the first
held at the Clara Barton School playground,
coincided with the dedication and grand
opening of the community center. In the
90s, children’s games, t-shirt sales, craft

A slight name change, to the Chicken and
Crab Feast, and the addition of an art show
featuring the works of local artists marked
the 1998 event. The write-up also referenced
how it was started 29 years ago.
In the September 2001 issue of The Village
News a flyer promoted the 32nd annual feast.
Since then, the event has been promoted
with the count of the feast included —
making this year, the 50th annual Cabin
John Chicken and Crab Feast.
While the actual count is a bit fuzzy, it
remains clear that the Cabin John Chicken
and Crab Feast, more than any other event,
defines this community: The feast rallies
some 100 community volunteers; more than
500 CJ residents and their friends attend
the fun-filled afternoon and the several
thousand dollars raised enable the citizens
association to offer a host of activities and
services..
If you are new to Cabin John, we hope you’ll

check it out and even consider volunteering.
It is an excellent way to meet your neighbors.
If you are a longtime resident, please step up
to keep this tradition going strong. VN
Please sign on to volunteer by emailing
cjcrabfeast@gmail.com.

JULY 4

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

like to thank the Ruppert family of 79th
Street for sharing their side yard this year so
that the decorating could take place in the
shade. Thanks also to Shannon and Jordan
Rosenthal for helping with decorations set
up and getting the parade started. We are
also grateful to the many youth volunteers
who helped before and after the parade.
At the playground, the marchers cooled
down with cold drinks, watermelon and
donuts. Cabin John was honored to have
Congressman Jamie Raskin join in the
fun, making a brief patriotic speech
alongside Cabin Johners Kathleen Black
and Heidi Lewis.
CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

Manion + Associates Architects
7307 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 216
Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.7000
www.manionarchitects.com
Contact: Thomas Manion, AIA

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about
real estate along
MacArthur Blvd.”

Renovations | Additions | New Homes
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Photo courtesy of Stephanie Lai

amendment, which the House
voted July 11 to adopt.
The traditional reading of
excerpts from the Declaration of
Independence was handled by
Kathleen Black of 75th Street.
The gathered patriots provided
suitable and gratifying hisses
and boos when the abuses of
King George were recounted,
and huzzahs and applause for
the pursuit of life and liberty of
the new nation.
As 2019 is the 100th anniversary
of Congress passing the 19th
amendment, Heidi Lewis of
MacArthur Blvd. read from an
account of the 1876 Centennial

Congressman Jamie Raskin (center) pictured with CJ
residents Heidi Lewis (left) & Kathleen Black (right).

Exposition in Philadelphia,
when Susan B. Anthony and
fellow suffragettes presented
the Declaration of Rights for
Women to officials, despite
being barred from speaking
at the event. Heidi also shared
excerpts of letters from Clara
Barton arranging a 1906 visit of
the National Women’s Suffrage
Association to her home in Glen
Echo.
Thanks go to CJCA Vice
Presidents Irena Bojanova,
Stephanie Lai and Nancy Russell
for coordinating and to Isabelle
and Craig Russell, Marcy
Harrison and everyone else who
helped out.

Given the excessive heat, the
plan for next year is to move
this event up an hour, with bike
decorating at 9:30 am and the
parade kickoff at 10:00 am. VN

Photo courtesy of Nancy Russell

Raskin garnered a laugh
from the crowd when he
referenced leaving his tanks
at home. But a few days later,
the congressman acted on his
anger over President Trump’s
“military extravaganza” with
an amendment to the Fiscal
Year 2020 National Defense
Authorization Act that prohibits
Defense Department funds from
being spent on military parades
and displays for the personal
and political purposes of the
President outside of authorized
military operations or activities.
Traditional ceremonial displays,
including the Blue Angels,
the Fife and Drum Corps, etc.
would not be affected by this

Photo courtesy of Nancy Russell

Photo courtesy of Stephanie Lai

Kids cooled off in the sprinklers while enjoying the CJ July 4th parade and
other festivities.

Craig Russell and dog Olive
braved the heat to enjoy the
July 4 events.

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468

www.go1stchoice.com

Insured
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor
and
MEREDITH GRIGGS
CJCA Secretary

IN MEMORIAM:
FRAN PATCH

Help us spread the Neighborly News!
Send along your news and announcements
about Cabin John residents and clubs to
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com.

A Pair of Potlucks Bring Neighbors Together for
Goodbyes and Hellos

Road. Claudia’s husband Erik Jan
serves with the Dutch Navy and was
attached to the embassy here.
The potluck was organized by
Lorraine Minor at her home. Seated,
left to right: Renee Fischman,
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Coffee

Maureen Willoughby, Helen Daniel, Claudia

Group held a potluck July 17 to bid farewell

Looman, Meredith Griggs. Standing:

to Claudia Looman, who is returning to

Stephanie Smart, Beverly Sullivan, Nicki

her native Netherlands after four years as

Wright, Susan Gelb, Judy Welles, Janet Dence,

our friend and neighbor on Persimmon Tree

Lorraine Minor.

VN

UPPER 78TH STREET POTLUCK
A June potluck for residents of upper 78th
Street brought together new neighbors and
old.
In addition to meeting several new families
on the block, participants enjoyed sharing a
meal and listening to biologist-neighbor Eric
Dinerstein talk about the importance
of planting native species.
Among the other advantages Eric spoke
about, he noted that native species attract
fauna and need less watering. The street
tentatively hopes to meet again for a fall
planting session.
Eric recommended the following native
species:

TREES:
Any native Oak, Hackberry, Sassafras, Black
Gum, Willow (not Pussy Willow), Black
Cherry, Florida Dogwood, Virginia Fringe,
Linden, Catalpa, Eastern Red Cedar, Virginia
Pine, Pawpaw, Redbud, Sweet Gum, Pricklyash, Red Buckeye, Red Maple, Sycamore,
Silver Maple, Native Magnolia.
SHRUBS:
Native Rhododendron and Azaleas,
Mountain Laurel, Spicebush.
VINES:
Native Honeysuckle-Lonicera sempervirens.
VN

Frances Cooke Gilchrist Patch, a resident of
Cabin John for more than fifty years, died
July 8 at her home in Silver Spring, MD of
congestive heart failure. She was 84 years old.
She was preceded in death by her husband,
Cephas Taylor Patch, in 1990. She is survived
by her children Martha (Randall) Moore and
Nate Patch, her grandchildren Ian Moore,
Delaney Patch, and Caroline Moore, as well
as 2 nieces and a nephew.
Fran was born in New Haven, CT in 1934.
She graduated from Hood College and
went on to earn an M.A. in English at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. She taught English at West Virginia
University and the American College for
Girls in Istanbul, Turkey. Upon returning to
the United States, Fran was a program officer
for the Fulbright-Hays senior exchange
program for university lecturers and research
scholars in the Near East and Africa.
She married her husband in 1962 and the
couple settled in Cabin John where they
raised their two children. She was an active
volunteer in her children's lives, serving
on PTA executive committees and as a Girl
Scout troop leader. In 1984 she co-founded
Counterparts, a professional services
business, and later worked for The Dreiford
Group, retiring in 2001.
Fran, or "Cooke" as she was known to family,
loved to travel, cook for others, and read. She
was the "matriarch" of a Cabin John-based
book club and volunteered in the panda
program at the Smithsonian National Zoo.
She and her husband were avid birdwatchers
and loved to spend their free time off the
beaten path. According to many opponents,
she was also a formidable Scrabble player.
VN
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MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE
Single Rooms
to Large Suites
Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL

FLEXIBILITY are just a few things

THANK YOU! Daily walks, play

that we work on in our fun-filled

dates at my home with new friends,

exercise class. Come join us on

overnight stays at my home or

Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW

yours - fenced-in yard means lots

STARTING TIME IS 9AM! For

of playtime. I will pick-up and

more information contact Carolyn

return your pet for play dates! Many

at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING

Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

Midday walks to keep your pets
happy and healthy. Many happy

SERENITY CIRCLE YOGA is

Cabin John and Carderock pet

blooming here in Cabin John! A

owners and their pets will happily

sun filled home studio offering yoga

give their recommendations. Call

classes, privates and workshops.

Carolyn 240-204-2953.

Learn to meditate, meet my
medicinal plants or come for a

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family

healing Reiki session. A Spa for the

Day Care since 1991. References

Soul. Contact Sarah 301-580-4088

available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

or Sarah@SerenityCircleYoga.com

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC

SMALL SOLAR ENERGY

Computer Support offers friendly,

COMPANY looking for part-time

personalized computer services

bookkeeper using QuickBooks or

to local residents. Services include

other accounting software. Please

maintenance, repairs, upgrades,

contact Albert at solarnrgman@

tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and

gmail.com

spyware removal, networking and
training. Appointments are available
mornings, afternoons and evenings.
Telephone and e-mail support is also
available. To schedule an appointment
or learn more about our services

To place AN AD in the Village
News classifieds contact Nalini
Kumar at VNbusinessmanager@
gmail.com.

email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim
at 202-841-0873.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

SEPT
14

OCT
27

CJ Chicken & Crab Feast
2 PM TO 6 PM
Community Center

Haunted House
4 PM TO 6 PM
Community Center

TO VOLUNTEER, EMAIL
CJCRABFEAST@GMAIL.COM

25
Photo courtesy of: Peter Bojanova

Congressman Jamie Raskin addresses the local crowd at the
annual CJ July 4 parade and reading of the Declaration of
Independence. (Story and more photos on page 1.)

CJCA Meeting
Topic: County Master Bike Plan
7:30 PM
Community Center

30
CJCA Meeting
7:30 PM
Community Center

