
 The Village News
S E R V I N G  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  C A B I N  J O H N

MAY 2017

APRIL 2018 ⎮ VOLUME 52 ⎮ ISSUE 4

Due to term limits, there will be an 
open seat on the Montgomery 
County Council representing 

District 1, which covers Bethesda, Cabin 
John, Potomac, and Poolesville. Come out 
to a candidate forum at the Clara Barton 
community center Sunday, April 29 at 
2 pm to hear from the democratic primary 
candidates running in District 1. Bring your 
questions! 

Confirmed attendees are: Bill Cook, Pete 
Fosselman, Ana Sol Gutierrez, Jim McGee, 
Reggie Oldak, Dalbin Osorio, and Meredith 
Wellington. The forum is organized by 
several local progressive groups including 
Indivisible Cabin John.

The primary election is June 26, with early 
voting from June 12 to 21. 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
CANDIDATES COMING 
TO CJ

6LOCAL NATURE:
Wild Turkeys
By Eric Dinerstein

3MEET ROBIN SIDEL
By Vashti Van Wyke

For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org

Claire and Sam Mustico enjoy the fun of finding eggs at the spring egg hunt, a Cabin John 
tradition, held on March 25, 2018.

Egg Hunt Ushers In Spring
Despite the chill in the air, some 45 children took part in the annual CJ Egg Hunt. The 
500 eggs hidden around the playground by the one-lane bridge were collected in under 15 
minutes, but the kids and their parents stayed at the park to play and socialize. Thanks go to 
Irena Bojanova for organizing! (More photos on page 5)

Thanks to input from the community 
and responses to the survey from 
last month’s newsletter, the Neighbor 

2 Neighbor (N2N) outreach program has 
recruited 14 new volunteers, including 3 
teenagers and pre-teens ready to help for 
community service hours. These volunteers 
join 33 existing volunteers and can provide 
neighbors with the services listed below. 

What a wonderful, supportive neighborhood 
we live in! So get the word out! Don’t be shy 
if you could use a helping hand! Call (301) 
799-4550 or email: 4CJN2N@gmail.com and 
an N2N coordinator will help connect you to 
one of our volunteers. 

NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR: SPREAD THE WORD!
BY NANCY RUSSELL, JUDITH BELL, 
BOB NORRIS If you want to volunteer, please contact us or 

fill out the form on the Cabin John website 
www.cabinjohn.org/neighbor-2-neighbor/. 
Services Offered 
No. of volunteers ready to help is in ( ):

} Errands (23)
} Transportation (17)
} Crisis Help (13)
} Household Chores (16)
} Friendly Visits (16)
} Pet Care (14)
} Yard Chores (11)
} Paperwork (6)
} Tech Support (5)
} Visit from a Pet (3) 

Don't see the service you are looking for? 
Give us a call and we may be able to help!

VN
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2CJCA DUES FALL 
SHORT
By Bob Walsh 

VN
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The Village News is published monthly except in July and December and is 
sent free to all 700+ homes in Cabin John. Others may subscribe for $10 per 
year. Send news, ads, letters, and subscriptions to: The Village News, PO Box 
31, Cabin John, MD 20818. Limited copies of The Village News are available at 
the Clara Barton Community Center. All back issues are also available online 
at cabinjohn.org.  Total circulation: 800

[ EDITORS ]  
 CONTENT | Vashti Van Wyke
 PRODUCTION/LAYOUT | Noelle Tower
 VNeditorial@gmail.com

[ CONTRIBUTORS ]
 Irena Bojanova, Sarah Cahill, Eric Dinerstein, Rachel Donnan 

Amy Elsbree, Mrs. GoodNeighbor, Burr Gray, Jen Jordan
Trudy Nicholson, Nancy Russell, Susan Shipp

[ BUSINESS MANAGER ] 
Jordan Creed | VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com 

[ NEIGHBORLY NEWS ] 
Judy Brookes | judy@brookes.com | 301-263-0388

[ FEATURES/NEWS ] 
VNeditorial@gmail.com

Next Deadline: 12:00 pm, Mon., May, 14

Please send comments about The Village News to VNeditorial@gmail.
com. Story ideas and volunteer writers are always welcome.

Cabin John Citizens Association
www.cabinjohn.org 

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818 

CJCA PRESIDENT 
Susan Shipp | jsjshipp3@verizon.net

BOARD MEMBERS 
Irena Bojanova | VP for Activities | ibojanova@gmail.com
Greg Pawlson | VP for Advocacy | gpawlson@gmail.com

Nancy Russell | VP for Community Service & Outreach | 
nc3russell@yahoo.com

Amy Elsbree | Secretary | amy.elsbree@gmail.com
Bob Walsh | Treasurer | rjwalshjr@gmail.com

Robin Sidel | Editor, cabinjohn.org | rsidel@gmail.com

NEXT CJCA MEETING:  WED., APRIL 25, 7:30 PM
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To date, 46 percent of the 
households in Cabin 
John, 334 residences out 

of 722 total, have paid their $20 
dues. That number is well short 
of the 60 percent participation 
goal that the Cabin John 
Citizens Association is hoping 
to achieve. 

The CJCA would like to 
recognize the 71 households 
that included extra donations 
to the CJCA totaling more 
than $1,700. In addition, 39 
CJ families have given a total 
of $718 to the Friends of the 
Cabin Creek and 37 donated 
$642 to the Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community Center. 
Those organizations extend their 
thanks as well. 

We would like to hear from the 
rest of Cabin John! Lost your 
dues form? No worries. Just 
put your check in an envelope 
and send to:  CJCA, P.O. Box 
31, Cabin John, MD 20818.  
You can also pay using PayPal 
at www.paypal.me/cabinjohn 
or on the Cabin John website, 
www.cabinjohn.org (Select 
Pay Dues Online from the 
home page.) 

Dues Collection Well Shy of Goal

The CJCA provides 
every household with a 
complimentary telephone 
directory; financially supports 
The Village News; sponsors 
free activities for residents 
throughout the year; provides 
the American flags that line 
MacArthur Blvd. on holidays 
and sponsors the annual 
Potomac River canoe trip. 

It also represents community 
interests to the county 
government, works on issues 
such as cut-through traffic, 
airplane noise and more. Not a 
bad deal for roughly a nickel a 
day. Please consider paying your 
dues now.

In other financial news, the 
CJCA also is in the process 
of simplifying its financials 
by consolidating the CJCA 
bank account with The Village 
News account, migrating the 
accounting to online software, 
and soon importing banking 
transactions directly from Sandy 
Spring, which recently acquired 
Washington First, the CJCA's 
long-time bank.

BY BOB WALSH
CJCA Treasurer

VN

Events like the annual Potomac River canoe trip and the Turkey Trot 
are sponsored by the CJCA.
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MEET ROBIN SIDEL, NEW EDITOR OF CABINJOHN.ORG
BY VASHTI VAN WYKE
Content Editor

VN

The Sidel family, Adam, Robin, Garrett and Jillian, enjoy the Museum 
of Ice Cream in Miami during a recent holiday trip.

1 What led you to volunteer 
as the editor of the CJCA 
web site, cabinjohn.org? 

 
I have been working in 
marketing for more than 
20 years and most of my 
career has focused on digital 
marketing – email, websites, 
and social media. When I read 
in The Village News that help 
was needed to keep the CJCA 
website updated, I felt it was a 
good match for my skills and my 
availability.

2 What brought your 
family here to Cabin 
John? 

 
My husband, Adam, and I 
moved to Cabin John in 2011 

just before our son, Garrett, 
started kindergarten. When 
our daughter, Jillian, was born 
earlier that year, we outgrew 
our house in the Palisades 
neighborhood in D.C. and 
knew we wanted to find a new 
neighborhood with the same 
eclectic vibe, strong sense of 
community, and proximity to 
dining and some services. Most 
importantly, we wanted to stay 
close to the river and trails and 
bike-friendly MacArthur Blvd.
 

3 Any new plans or 
initiatives for the web 
site? 

 
My primary goal is to keep the 
website updated regularly so it 
can be a resource for residents 
to turn to for relevant and 
timely information about what’s 
happening in CJ. It’s so amazing 

that we have PDFs of The Village 
News on the website dating back 
to 1967! I want to make some 
of the newsletter’s great content 
more accessible and add albums 
of photos from CJ events. 
 
We also have added useful 
information on the longstanding 
Neighbor 2 Neighbor program 

that will make it easier for 
residents to reach out for 
assistance. In addition, we now 
have a page about the new 
Block Coordinator initiative, 
including a database of the 
block coordinators' contact 
information. 
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Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”
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CJCA NEWS

AIRPLANE NOISE UPDATE FOCUS OF APRIL 25 CJCA MEETING
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, April 25  |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

The weather is finally 
improving, windows are 
opening and the airplane 

noise seems more incessant than 
ever. It’s not your imagination. 
An airport authority noise 
monitor here in Cabin John 
registered an average of 
11,200 planes flying over our 
community each month in 2017. 
That is some 360 aircraft each 
day. Meanwhile our neighbors 
across the river dealt with the 
noise from an average of 105 
planes a day.

Why the discrepancy? The 
Montgomery County Quiet 
Skies Coalition will be at the 
April 25 Cabin John Citizens 
Association meeting to 

explain. Formed in 2016, the 
all-volunteer group represents 
some 25 county communities 
and their 20,000 residents 
who are adversely impacted 
by the excessive noise levels 
and air pollution caused by the 
flight paths changes at Reagan 
National Airport (DCA). 

While the state of Maryland 
contemplates legal action, 
the coalition is hard at work 
raising awareness of the issues 
and working with lawmakers, 
regional groups and similar 
coalitions around the country 
to find solutions. Please come 
to the Clara Barton community 
center April 25 at 7:30 pm to 
find out how you can support 
the coalition in its efforts to 
make Cabin John, and all of 

Montgomery County, a quieter 
place. 

CABIN JOHN RESIDENTS 
URGE COUNTY TO FUND 
AIRPLANE NOISE FIGHT

On April 10, Cabin John 
residents urged the Montgomery 
County Council to allocate 
funds to help build the case for 
new flight paths for DCA that 
would provide some relief from 
the near constant airplane noise. 
The aim is to get the county to 
allocate $150,000 of their $5.6 
billion proposed budget to hire 
an airspace expert.

Speaking at a Montgomery 
County Council budget hearing, 
Paula Curran, CJ resident and 
executive director of the Clara 

Barton Center for Children, 
told council members that the 
airplane noise is so loud they 
can no longer “be outside to 
raise the flag, say the Pledge of 
Allegiance and sing songs” some 
mornings. 

Bill Noonan, another CJ resident 
who represents Montgomery 
County on DCA’s Community 
Noise Working Group, shared 
how the airplane noise keeps 
him from enjoying BBQs on 
his deck and forces him to wear 
headphones when working 
from home during the day. 
A number of CJ residents, 
including Deborah Duffy and 
Gretchen Gaston, a MoCo Quiet 
Skies leader, also attended the 
hearing.

SEEKING NEW VILLAGE NEWS 
BUSINESS MANAGER

Are you interested in contributing to our community, but 
need a “job” with flexible hours? Please consider signing 
on as the volunteer business manager for The Village News. 

Jordan Creed, the current business manager, and her family will be 
moving out of CJ this summer.

The Village News business manager typically spends six to eight 
hours a month coordinating with advertisers and the printer, and 
managing the mailing list. This position is also responsible for 
invoicing subscribers and advertisers. Although Jordan has only 
been on the job for six months, she has streamlined the process 
considerably by shifting to calendar-year billing and creating a new 
electronic invoice and tracking system. Thank you Jordan!

If you are organized, a good communicator, and comfortable using 
Microsoft Excel and Google Drive, we could really use your help! 
Please contact Jordan at VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com to learn 
more about this volunteer position. VN

Please consider volunteering for 
one of these important roles. 

CJCA SECRETARY
After seven years of dedicated 
service, Amy Elsbree is stepping 
down as CJCA secretary. The 
primary responsibility of the 
secretary is to take the minutes 
at CJCA meetings and provide 
occasional stories for the 
newsletter. Amy also took on 
special projects, such as helping 
with tributes to Burr Gray and 
Clare Amoruso.

SSL COORDINATOR
Now that the CJCA is approved 
to offer Student Service 
Learning (SSL) hours, we are in 
need of an SSL coordinator. The 
job, which should only take a 
couple hours a month and does 

not require meeting or event 
attendance, will help ensure the 
volunteering students receive 
their hours in a timely fashion.
 
NEIGHBOR 2 NEIGHBOR 
COORDINATOR
Judith Bell and Bob Norris 
are in search of one or two 
people who can join them as 
coordinators of this valuable 
community service program. 
As the lead coordinator, 
Judith is the first responder 
for calls that come in seeking 
assistance. She also keeps the 
master list of volunteers and 
the services they are equipped 
to provide. Like Bob Norris, 
the new coordinator(s) will 
provide back-up when Judith is 
unavailable.

The CJCA STILL Needs You!

VN
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CJ ANNUAL SPRING EGG HUNT FUN FOR ALL AGES
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Jasper Johnson is one of the many happy hunters.
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LOCAL NATURE
WILD TURKEYS
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

A survey conducted a few years ago 
in England revealed that 40% of 
young adults polled were unaware 

that milk came from cows. The friend 
who alerted me to this shocking finding 
mused in a similar vein: Do adults or kids 
know where the avocado hails 
from, or that avocados grow on 
trees? Lack of awareness about 
the origins of our food and the 
wild relatives from which those 
edibles descended is widespread. 
How many milk-drinkers know 
that the wild hooved creature 
that gave rise to Bessie the cow 
is descended from the mighty 
Eurasian aurochs, its forest-living 
ancestor now extinct in the wild? 
Or that the cultivated avocado 
tree is a direct descendant of 
the wild Persea americana, a 
tree species native to southern 
Mexico? 

These musings led me to wonder: 
do today’s children, cut off from 
nature or an appreciation of wild 
things, believe that the only kinds 
of turkeys in the world are those 
fattened on farms to end up at the local 
supermarket around Thanksgiving? The 
turkey grown on farms for consumption 
during the holidays is but one of 11 species 
(out of the more than 10,000 bird species) 
that have been successfully domesticated for 
human consumption. These species include 
those familiar to all, such as the chicken 
(descended from the Red Jungle fowl of 
South Asia), the duck (descended from the 
Muscovy duck), and the goose (descended 
from the Graylag and Swan goose). 

The turkey found in supermarket freezers, 
however, was not domesticated from Ben 
Franklin’s favorite bird during the colonial 
period but much earlier and south of the 

border. Our domesticated version hails from 
a subspecies native to southern Mexico and, 
in honor of the mealtime preparation of its 
ancestors, we should serve it with a sprinkle 
of coriander or in mole sauce rather than 
gravy. The remains of turkeys identified 
at archaeological sites in southern Mexico 
and Guatemala date back to AD 200. By the 
mid-16th century the Spaniards brought 
this tamed subspecies back to Europe. It 
spread to France and Britain and became 
a farmyard animal and a delicacy for the 
rich. The Pilgrims who came to the shores 

of Plymouth in 1620 likely brought turkeys 
with them, totally unaware that the forests 
of Massachusetts teemed with the wild 
close relative of the barnyard variety. As 
is often the case with the wild relative of 
domesticated species, the southern Mexico 
ancestral variant  is now highly endangered 
in the wild. 

The modern industrial farmyard turkey, even 
with its head still attached, is an injustice 
to the splendor of the wild bird. Like most 
members of the pheasant family, of which 
the Wild Turkey is the largest, there is 
pronounced sexual dimorphism: a male, 
or tom, as he is called, can weigh up to 24 
pounds, and averages about 17 pounds. 

The wild hens rarely exceed 12 pounds and 
average nine pounds, so they are smaller 
than the Safeway “subspecies” fattened for 
the holiday table. It is not only their size 
that makes the wild male and female look so 
different, but their coloration and plumage. 
The tom is defined by his large, featherless 
reddish head, offset by a red throat and 
ornamented with red wattles on the throat 
and neck. When males are excited (as when 
in the presence of females), the fleshy flap 
on their bill expands. This tissue, along with 
the bare skin of the head and neck, fills with 

blood, and is a visual flare. 

Why write about Wild Turkeys this 
month in a Cabin John column? 
The reason: the birds are, or will 
soon be, residents here. Wild 
Turkeys were spotted this year in 
Great Falls Park during the first 
week of April. And in years past, 
I have seen them riding my bike 
on the Capital Crescent Trail just 
below Georgetown. Wild Turkeys 
once ranged widely across the 
eastern U.S. and Canada, but due to 
habitat loss and overhunting, they 
were reduced to fewer than 30,000 
wild birds by the 1930s. A ban on 
hunting and an intensive breed-
and-release program brought them 
back to where they are now once 
again common. Because turkeys 
are omnivorous, they can easily 
colonize new areas and adapt to the 

local fare. Nuts, berries, seeds, roots, insects, 
and even frogs, lizards, and snakes go down 
the gullet. Wild Turkeys do not have a 
homing instinct. So if you reintroduce them 
somewhere, they will stay put, unlike geese 
that will try to fly home. 

When you hear the captivating sound of 
male turkeys and watch them display, it is 
the essence of wild nature—North American 
style—and a sound and sight to remember.  I 
am waiting for the first report in The Village 
News of a Wild Turkey at a Cabin John 
backyard bird feeder, pecking at seeds spilled 
on the ground. Let’s keep our eyes open and 
hope to wake up to the gobbling. 

Wild Turkeys. (Illustration by Trudy Nicholson)

VN
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Family Bingo Night on March 9 saw a large and boisterous crowd 
eager to win prizes. And a lot of prizes there were — probably the 
most ever. Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC) 
spent over $1100 on adult and kid prizes, gift certificates from local 
merchants, etc. Appropriately so since after all, this is Cabin John, 
where everyone's a winner! 

Our numbers callers were County Councilmember Roger 
Berliner and State Delegate Marc Korman. The event is an annual 
collaboration between FCBCC and the MoCo Recreation Dept.

Everyone Was a Winner at Bingo Night!

BY BURR GRAY
President, FCBCC Board

Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman

Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall

MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

C:  202-549-6492
H:  301-229-4639

MD. Lics.  # 5753
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SAVE THE WATERSHED: PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG!

KIDS' CORNER

Dog waste. Sure, it 
stinks, but you've got 
to pick up after your 

dog. It's either dealing with 
the smell or not getting clean 
drinking water. Let me show 
you what I mean…

I counted nearly twenty-
five piles of dog waste on a 
small section of MacArthur 
Boulevard in Cabin John. 
That's a lot of dog owners 
who don't care about the 
watershed. 

What is a watershed, you 
might ask? No, it's not a shed 

BY LUCY DONNAN
4th Grade

that holds water. Try again. 
A watershed is an area or 
ridge of land that separates 
waters flowing to different 
rivers, basins or seas. If you 
don't pick up after your pet, 
the waste gets washed into 
the watershed. To help you 
understand, I'm going to tell 
a story....

Once upon a time, you're 
walking your dog. He 
uses the bathroom twice. 
But instead of doing the 
responsible thing by picking 
it up, you just say “It stinks!” 
and walk away. 
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A sign and bags the author posted in a popular dog walking spot 
along MacArthur Blvd.

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
8 Froude Cir $474,995 2 1 0 936
1 McKay Circle $499,900 2 2 0 766
6417 78th St. $1,024,000 3 3 0 2065 
6414 83rd Pl. $1,125,000 4 4 1 2700
6509 81st St. $1,499,000 5 3 0 3883
6614 81st St. $1,675,000 5 4 2 3412
6522 77th St. $1,799,000 6 5 2 5339
UNDER CONTRACT:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
6409 Little Leigh Ct. $1,165,000 5 4 2 3,112

SOLD:
7864 Archbold Ter  $557,000 3 2 0 1218 
6510 79th   $945,000* 5 2 0 2726 
6608 80th Pl  $1,146,000 4 3 0 1734 
6520 78th St.  $1,800,000 6 6 2 0

*This sale price has been adjusted to account for a seller subsidy.

MAR 2018 - APR 2018

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN Landscaping Professionals  

Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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THEN AND NOW

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

Cedar Lane. Valley Road. First Street. 
Halifax Road. Woodrow Avenue. 
Conduit Road. Sound familiar? These 

were some of the original street names of 
Cabin John Park, the new development 
started by the American Land Company in 
1912 that offered “Magnificent Situations,” 
“Refreshing Breezes” and the “Best Public 
Roads”. . . the bucolic antidote to the urban 
sprawl of Washington, D.C. 

As county contractors continue to rip up 
and replace the pot-holed asphalt in front 
of our house (a sight most Cabin John 
residents have been acquainted with over 
this past year), I wonder about the name 
of our street — 81st Street — and what 
happened to its previous incarnation, Main 
Street. Like Cabin John itself, the somewhat 
random and arbitrarily numbered street 
names of our village seem to bear no relation 
to the surrounding areas. Why start at 75th 
Street? Why change it from First Street, as 
it was known decades ago at the literal and 
figurative beginning of a new development 
on what was once farmland?

In 1912, the American Land Company 
purchased the Dowling family's 600 acre 
farm with the intent to build some 600 

THE ROADS OF CABIN JOHN

A 1946 surveyor's plat identifying Main Street, now 81st Street. Cabin Road was named by Mr. Andrew Wilkins, one of the earliest 
residents of Cabin John Park.
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new homes. J.S. Tomlinson, the head of the 
American Land Company, mapped out four 
sections of his new suburban oasis, Cabin 
John Park, and offered both small and large 
lots starting at a $10 deposit and equally 
modest monthly payment. Some familiar 
street names that criss cross these old maps 
of the proposed new development remain, 
including the prominent diagonal stretch 
of Tomlinson Avenue, named after the man 
himself. A 1913 surveyor map shows that 
Seven Locks Road was in fact at the foot of 
what is now Persimmon Tree Road, now 
83rd Street. The old Seven Locks Road led 
directly down to the canal and Lock 10, 
one of the seven locks along a raised stretch 
of the canal, while Persimmon Tree Road 
was later named after its tall trees. A 1923 
map of Section 2 notes Persimmon Tree 
Road as 'State Road (12th Street)'. What we 
now know as Seven Locks Road today was 
previously called Number 10 Road, allegedly 
for the ten houses built along it.

Conduit Road, so called because of the 
aqueduct constructed in 1863 that lies 
beneath, was the road that wound its way 
from the city to this new community of 
“Little Farms.” Though never intended as a 
roadway, farmers started using the packed 

smooth surface which was in far better 
condition than River Road to its north, to 
transport their produce to the city. A 1942 
act of Congress led to renaming Conduit 
Road to MacArthur Boulevard, after famed 
WWII General Douglas MacArthur, in 
part to hide the fact that the road covered a 
major water supply route from Great Falls to 
Washington, D.C. 

According to Judy Welles' superbly detailed 
book of Cabin John history, Montgomery 
County renamed the roads in the 1950s, 
though why the county did so requires 
further inquiry. I found within our old 
house files a 1946 surveyor's plat for Main 
Street and an updated 1954 plat showing 
the frontage now on the newly-named 81st 
Street. Curiously, Cabin John's renamed 
streets appear to be an extension of 
Washington, D.C.'s grid system albeit with 
a large gap in between. Pierre L'Enfant, 
appointed by George Washington in 1791 to 
plan the new Federal City, created the logical 
grid system with numbered streets that run 
North/South, increasing in number from 
point zero at the Capitol. This, of course, is 
the layout of Washington, D.C. as we know 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE4
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WydlerBrothers.com  |  301.463.7800  

Eric W. Brooks 
REALTOR®  LICENSED IN MD, DC & VA

240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

I F  Y O U  WA N T  T O  A S K  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E
A S K  M O R E  F R O M  Y O U R  R E A LT O R ®.

Eric knows Cabin John and The Gardens like the back of his paddle. He
understands this laid-back community with its rich history, natural
beauty and access to both DC and the Canal. CJ is known as the little
village with a big name and Eric brings a fresh perspective from a
small brokerage with a big name. Whether you’re navigating a tough
real estate transaction or through Mather Gorge, Eric is the guy to call.

E R I C  W.  B R O O K S
Father. Kayaker. Cabin John expert.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
THE GRATEFUL SHRED IS JUNE 2

Dispose of unwanted documents at “The Grateful Shred,” 
where you can watch an industrial-size shredder reduce your 
papers to confetti, safe from fraud and identity theft. All Shred, 
a reliable Maryland company, will be at the Clara Barton 
Community Center (CBCC), in Cabin John, on Saturday, June 
2, between 9:00 am and noon. A crew of helping hands will 
meet your car to help unload.

For each one-cubic-foot parcel of paper, make a $5.00 
donation to the Friends of Clara Barton Community Center—
sponsors of the event ($3.00 for half a cubic foot, $2.00 for 
a quarter). Proceeds help support events and programs at 
CBCC. 

For more information call the CBCC office at 240-777-4910 or 
visit the FCBCC website at friendscbcc.org. VN

it today. The numbered streets 
extending west from the Capitol 
end at 52nd Street NW within 
the D.C. boundaries. Though 
Brookmont also has several 
numbered streets in the 60s, 
there appears to be a numerical 
gap before Cabin John's 75th 
Street, where the North/South 
numbers continue up to 83rd 
Street. 

While the original street names 
seem to represent some sort of 
descriptive logic: from Conduit 
Road to (the original) Seven 
Locks Road, from Persimmon 
Tree Road to the Number 10 
Road, it remains a mystery why 
Cabin John rather haphazardly 
picked up from Washington, 
D.C.'s grid system. Andrew 
C. Wilkins, one of the earliest 
residents of Cabin John Park, 
built his cottage after purchasing 

his lot in 1917. Reminiscing 
back in 1976 he recalled, “There 
were no paved roads anywhere 
in Cabin John off the Conduit 
Road at that time. I lived on 
what was known as Cabin Road, 
which I named myself.” It's nice 
to see that Mr. Wilkins' self-
proclaimed Cabin Road remains 
unchanged today. 

I realize there are many long-
time residents still here in 
Cabin John who may recall the 
old street names, when they 
changed, and have many stories 
to share; I'd love to hear them.

If you have recollections 
about street names in Cabin 
John, please send them to 
VNeditorial@gmail.com and 
we’ll get them to Rachel. 
Thanks!

CJ ROADS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

VN
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events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. & Wed.  9 am–9 pm � Tue. & Thu.  9 am–8 pm � Fri.  9 am–3 pm

Sat. & Sun. - rentals only                                                 
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec

for seniors

MOVIE OF THE MONTH:  
Loving Vincent |Mon. May 7, 12:00 Noon

CINCO DE MAYO
Wednesday, May 2 at Noon
Learn the history behind the celebration
Savor Cinco de Mayo fare

Mother’s Day Tea
Wednesday, May 9 at Noon
Conversation and light refreshments to celebrate all mothers

Coming in June:

WEIGHT ROOM
¡Memberships available for four days and up to a year

¡Good selection of machines and weights

¡Lockers available; bring your own lock and take it with you 
  when you go

A glass of wine, a brush full of paint, it’s

PAINT AND SIP!
Wine and painting materials provided.

Watch this space for information on 

price, reservations, date, other details!

VN

That night it rains and rains 
and rains. The next morning, 
you wake up and walk your 
dog. When you pass by the 
place you walked your dog 
yesterday, you expect to see 
the dog waste. Instead, you 
just see wet grass. So, where 
did all the waste go? It's 
simple. When you don't pick 
up after your pet, it either 
A) decomposes into the dirt 
or B) gets washed away. It 
does both of these things. If 
the waste gets washed away, 
then it transports from where 
you left it to the Potomac 

River, which leads to the 
Chesapeake Bay.

And did you know that a 
single gram of dog waste can 
contain 23 million—that's 
right, 23 MILLION—fecal 
coliform bacteria? Bacteria 
causes many diseases and 
viruses that can make both 
dogs and people sick. Dog 
poop is the number 3 cause 
of water pollution.

The big question is: why do 
some people not pick up 
after their pet? The answer is 
maybe that they don't do it 
because it's disgusting. But 
what's even more disgusting 
is that we are drinking all that 
polluted water. So if you own 
a dog, please do your part to 
protect our watershed!

DOG WASTE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
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L M T
Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with 
over 25 years of experience, provides 
counseling to individuals, couples, and 
families. A Cabin John resident, Lisan 
sees clients at her offices in Cabin John 
and Tenleytown, DC.

www.lisanmartintherapy.com
202.537.6614

§ 7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818 
§ 4000 Albemarle St., NW, Washington, DC 20016 

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

The next CJ Blood Drive will 
take place on Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 13, at the Clara 
Barton Community Center. 
The drive, which will be run by 
Inova Blood Donor Services, is 
from 10 am to 3 pm and drop-
ins are welcome. You should 
allow an hour to donate.  

As a special thank-you for 
donating, Inova will enter 
all donors who complete 
the screening process into a 
drawing for two tickets to see 
the Zac Brown Band July 27th at 
Nationals Park. 

 

In Honor of Mom, Please Donate!

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President To sign up for a specific time 

slot, please go to the Inova 
website using this URL,     
https://bit.ly/cabinjohn0513, 
and you can schedule your 
appointment yourself. Or send 
an email to Karen Melchar at 
cjblooddrive@gmail.com and we 
can schedule your appointment 
for you. For planning purposes, 
Karen also asks that you send 
her an email if you plan to 
donate, but do not want to 
schedule an appointment. 

As always, we can use help 
staffing the sign-in table 
and helping with setup and 
take down. Please consider 
volunteering for an hour or two.
VN

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

Groups & Gatherings

The Wednesday Morning Ladies Coffee 
Group meets weekly at 10 am at The Market 
on the Boulevard. Drop in and meet fellow 
Cabin Johners!
 
The Vintage Gentlemen’s Coffee Group 
meets at The Market at 10:15 am on the first 
Tuesday and the third Thursday of every 
month. The group enjoys spirited discussions 
as we ponder local issues, bemoan political 

offerings, and resolve international 
dilemmas. For more information, email Bob 
Norris at lisabobjoseph@aol.com

HAVE AN IDEA FOR A COMMUNITY 
CLUB OR GROUP? Make it happen by 
posting information in Neighborly News to 
get the word out! Send information to Judy 
Brookes at judy@brookes.com. 

CJ Neighbors Attend the March for Our Lives on March 24

Glen Echo Park's historic Dentzel Carousel 
will open for the 2018 season on Saturday 
April 28, as part of the Carousel Day festival 
(formerly Family Day). The 98th season 
of this national treasure is celebrated not 
only with carousel rides but with live music 
performances, face painting, a roving 
magician, crafts, exhibitions, and a special 
Tap Dance Extravaganza in the Spanish 
Ballroom. This year, the festival also features 
a summer camp open house where families 
can learn more about the Park’s many arts 
camps. The event runs from 11am to 4pm. 
The carousel is open from 11am to 5pm. 
More information can be found at http://
glenechopark.org/carouselday

As we did last year, The Village News would 
love to celebrate our local high school and 
college graduates in our June issue. 

Please send along a photo and short blurb 
about your graduate’s adventures to Judy 
Brookes at judy@brookes.com by the end 
of May. 

Thank you!

Celebrate our Graduates!

CHESS CLUB AT CLARA BARTON

Monday afternoons the Clara Barton community center runs a chess club for 
elementary and middle school students. While it is administered by the rec 
department, the center has Walt Whitman High School students come in to play 

with the kids and facilitate the activity. Tournament chess sets are provided. The club draws 
six to eight kids each week, and would love to see more join in. For more information call the 
center at 240-777-4910

Kids Review the New Chess Club 

Thanks to Barry Jones, director of the Clara Barton Community Center, for collecting these kid 
reviews of the Center’s chess club.

Sara Moncarz 
(age 8)

SaMUEL Moncarz 
(age 6)

“Something I like about chess 
club is that I get yummy snacks. 
Another thing I like about chess 
is that each time I go, I get better and better. 
I am able to play new people each Monday 
afternoon and learn new moves.”

“I like chess club because I get to play 
chess, and I like chess because it is fun. 
And I get to play against hard players.”

Carousel Day at 
Glen Echo Park
Saturday,  April 28  |  11am to 4pm

L to R: Burr Gray, Monica Pittman, Jackie, 
Nevenka Poberj, Pascal Pittman, Juliet 
Rodman, and Robin Sidel biked from CJ to 
the rally in D.C.

Cabin Johners Julia Curran, Jackie and 
Susan Shipp, and Helen Harris, a Walt 
Whitman teacher, on Pennsylvania Ave.
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and 
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things 
that we work on in our fun-filled 
exercise class. Come join us on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW 
STARTING TIME IS 9AM!  For 
more information contact Carolyn 
at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

BOZEMAN, MONTANA-CABIN 
JOHN, MD HOME SWAP We 
would like to exchange our home 
in Bozeman, Montana for one 
in Cabin John, MD for one year. 
Bozeman offers the best of Rocky 
Mountain living; hiking, skiing, 
fishing, hunting, mountain biking, 
near Yellowstone Park, and is home 
to Montana State University. Our 
home has 4 bedrooms, a large 
yard, and is located in a beautiful 
neighborhood near hiking trails, 
schools, and the city of Bozeman. 
Inquiries welcome: djyoung1946@
gmail.com

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING 
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

ELDER CARE HELP. Cabin John 
woman resident is looking for 
household work. Service includes: 
laundry, light cleaning, meal prep. 
grocery shopping. References 
available. Please contact Lynn at 
dcwaterstore@gmail.com

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL 
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play 
dates at my home with new friends, 
overnight stays at my home or 
yours - fenced-in yard means lots 
of playtime. I will pick-up and 
return your pet for play dates! Many 
neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren 
Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

TO PLACE AN AD in the Village 
News classifieds contact Jordan Creed 
at VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

OPaLDC.com

OPaL | Homes as Unique as You Are | Located in Downtown Cabin John

MHIC #135041
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APRIL
22

New Neighbors Potluck
Community Center 

5 pm to 7 pm 
Contact Nancy Russell at nc3russell@
yahoo.com or 301-229-1716 to RSVP.

25
CJCA Meeting

Community Center
7:30 pm

MAY
10

MoCo Quiet Skies Coalition 
Meeting

Brookmont Church
7:30 pm

13
CJ Blood Drive 

Community Center
10 am to 3 pm 

30
CJCA Meeting

Community Center
7:30 pm

JUNE
2

Grateful Shred
Community Center

9 am to noon

27
CJCA Meeting

Community Center
7:30 pm
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Please Pay Your 
$20 CJCA Dues!

}Through PayPal (https://
www.paypal.me/cabinjohn)

}Online at cabinjohn.org

}Mail a check to the CJCA, 
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 
20818

Spring has finally arrived in the 
gardens of Cabin John! We 
hope everyone is getting out to 
enjoy the spring sunshine and 
observe the blossiming flowers.

MAY, cont. 


