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After several years and persistent 
prodding by the Cabin John Citizens 
Association, the county finally put 

up two rush-hour Do Not Enter signs in 
place of the No Left Turn sign at Tomlinson 
Ave. and Seven Locks Road. Kudos to Trav 
Daniel, who spearheaded this effort after 
witnessing the alarming increases in cut-

Rush-Hour Do Not Enter 
Signs Finally Posted

12CJ GRADUATES
By Susan Shipp

4THEN & NOW:
River Flooding
By Rachel Donnan

For more info, check us out:
www.cabinjohn.org

FAREWELL TO LIZ CLARK, A CABIN JOHN ORIGINAL!

When 3-year-old Elizabeth Ann 
Glenn moved to Cabin John in 
the 1960s, she never dreamed 

that she would spend 22 years teaching just 
a few blocks away at the Clara Barton Center 
for Children. Before settling in Cabin John, 
her family had lived in a small apartment 
in Woodley Park. The desire for more space 
and a yard brought the young family to then 
rural Cabin John where they settled in a 
house on the corner of Arden Road and 75th 
Place. 

Liz describes growing up in Cabin John with 
her two younger brothers as idyllic. There 
were so many kids in the neighborhood and 
not as much traffic. They played games of 
pick-up kickball in the road, sledded down 
“Riddle’s Hill,” climbed the big maple tree 
that is still in a backyard on Arden Road, 

BY DEBORAH DUFFY
CJ Resident 
Assistant Director, Clara Barton Center 
for Children

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA PRESIDENT

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Liz at age 3 with her mother in Cabin John.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CJ Fourth of July Parade will kick off at 11 am. Bike Decorating at 10:30 a.m. (Story, pg. 11).
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The Village News Seeks 
New Contributors

BY VILLAGE NEWS EDITORS

The Village News 
is looking for 
a couple more 

community members who 
love writing to join us! 
We are seeking a Features 
Writer to contribute 
occasional articles on 
community goings-on 
and topics of concern. 
We also would welcome 
an additional columnist 
- do you have a special 
interest or talent that your 
neighbors would like to 

read about? (Perhaps home 
improvement, cooking, 
local outdoor adventures, 
music, etc.) Pitch us your 
idea! 

Finally, we always 
appreciate contributions 
from Cabin John kids for 
our Kids’ Corner! 

Please email Vashti at 
VNEditorial@gmail.com 
to talk about how you can 
contribute!

POTOMAC RIVER TRIP IS JULY 8!

The twentieth annual CJ canoe 
and kayak trip is set for Sunday, 
July 8. Paddlers will start at Old 
Anglers Inn at 10:00 am and 
take out at Lockhouse 10 in CJ 
at 3:30 pm. Calleva will again 
lead the trip. Fees are $20 per 
person, and $40 to rent a vessel; 
the CJCA subsidizes the cost of 
the trip. 

BY BURR GRAY
Contributor

To attend, please email Burr 
Gray no later than June 30, 
at burrgray@aol.com. Please 
indicate: (1) the number of 
canoes or kayaks you will rent 
or will bring yourself, (2) 
number/names of people in 
your group, plus the ages of any 
kids, (3) level of expertise, and 
(4) a phone number and 
email address. 
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Hahn Construction Co.
Building/Remodeling/Handyman

Baths, Decks, Kitchens
Electric, Plumbing, Drywall

MIKE HAHN
mikethahn@gmail.com

6510 78 St.
Cabin John, MD 20818

C:  202-549-6492
H:  301-229-4639

MD. Lics.  # 5753

MacArthur Plaza
MacArthur Boulevard at Seven Locks Road

OFFICES
AVAILABLE

Single Rooms 
to Large Suites

Floor plans online.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-655-7252

www.garrett-smith.com

made “mud pies,” and had 
neighborhood-wide hide and 
seek marathons, staying outside 
until the sun went down. She 
was active in the Girl Scouts and 
loved camping at Swain’s Lock 
with her troop. 

Liz attended Clara Barton 
Elementary School, in the same 
building that is now the Clara 
Barton Center for Children. She 
had 1st grade in what is now 
the Puffin classroom, 3rd grade 
in the Cardinals classroom, 
and 2nd grade in her own 
Hummingbird classroom. 

After graduating from 
Whitman, Liz attended 
Montgomery College and 
worked at the newly opened 
Montgomery Mall, first at 
Woolworth’s and then at Sears, 
where she met co-worker Ron 
Clark. It was love at first sight 
and they were married less than 
a year later. When Ron joined 
the U.S. Navy the next year, 
they moved to Groton, CT, then 
on to San Diego, Charleston, 
Virginia Beach, then back to 
Groton and finally Charleston 
again. Along the way, their 
children Ronny, Johnny, and 
Lorena were born. 

In 1990, Liz and her family 
moved back to her childhood 
home in Cabin John, and 
in 1996, after teaching at a 
Montessori School in Bethesda 
for four years and working at 
the Clara Barton Rec Center, she 
was hired as the Hummingbird 

classroom teacher. She spent 
the last twenty-two years in that 
class, nurturing, educating, and 
impacting over 300 children.

The impact that Liz has had on 
Clara Barton is permanent. She 
began the Clara Barton Summer 
Camp tradition of raising the 
flag every morning; neighbors 
and students look forward to 
picking cherry tomatoes from 
the vegetable garden she and 
the children plant each spring; 
and perhaps we may one day 
snare the leprechaun that visits 
and creates mischief every St. 
Patrick’s Day. 

Our school’s loss is Liz’s family’s 
gain. At the end of the school 
year, Liz will retire, and she 
and Ron will be moving to 
Washington County, MD to 
spend more time with their 
seven grandchildren. 

We thank Liz and her family 
for the sacrifices she has 
made over the past 22 years 
to help make Clara Barton the 
wonderful place it is. We will 
miss her pleasant and outgoing 
personality, her beautiful 
way with children, and her 
wonderful imagination. On the 
first day of camp, the flag will be 
raised as usual, but we will sing 
a little louder and with a little 
more feeling, and a few tears will 
be shed as we pay special tribute 
to our long-time teacher and 
friend. Thank you, Liz Clark for 
your service, your friendship, 
your compassion, and your 
imagination. We wish you well! 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thanks to 
Judy Brookes for helping 
get this article ready for 
publication!

LIZ CLARK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Liz Clark with Ryan Shaut.
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THEN AND NOW

BY RACHEL DONNAN
Regular Contributor

With the recent record rainfall and 
talk at the bus stop of the highest 
river levels in recent memory, 

I've found myself dashing down to the C&O 
towpath whenever I can to gawk at the 
mighty Potomac. What was once a verdant 
riverside path to walk the dog has been 
recently washed over with the awe-inspiring 
power of the river, the water rushing past the 
foot of the steps just beyond the lockhouse 8 
footbridge. The river even washed over the 
towpath just south of the lockhouse earlier 
this month, flattening out the canal side 
grasses and gouging deep crevices in the 
earth as it flooded into the canal. 

Over 15,000 square miles of land drain into 
the Potomac River, and a large portion of 
the watershed lies above Great Falls. As the 
river narrows below Great Falls and enters 
Mathers Gorge, streams and smaller rivers 
enter it carrying sediment and dirt. It takes 
several days after heavy rains and/or snow 
melts before the river crests at Great Falls. 

Though devastatingly destructive and 
costing millions of dollars in damage at 
times, this flooding is vital to the ecosystem 
of the river's banks and cliffs. Over 2,000 
species of plants and animals thrive within 

“THAT RIVER USED TO FLOOD!”

Lockhouse 8 surrounded by the Potomac River in the 1936 flood.
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the park, which is nearly 85% floodplain 
forest habitat. According to the National 
Park Service, the largest recorded flood 
was in 1936, when the river crested 28 feet, 
while the flooding of 1942 was also one 
of the highest recorded historic crests. By 
comparison, the Potomac crested at 13 feet 
earlier this month. 

The Potomac River is as integral to the 
identity of Cabin John as its Union Arch 
Bridge, with kayaks dotting many driveways 
of nearly every street. From the historical 
Captain John Smith's early exploratory 
adventures to J. S. Tomlinson's 'running 
streams' and 'pleasant surroundings', the 
Potomac's proximity was very much a part of 
early Cabin John's development and a selling 
point (as it is today). 

Begun in 1828, the C&O Canal along 
the Potomac River was intended to open 
transportation links to the west and 
provide a vital lifeline to people living 
along the waterway. Construction workers, 
locktenders, and boatmen were all intrinsic 
to the development of the Cabin John 
community. However, the combination of 
floods and the far more speedy development 
of the railroad essentially ended the C&O 

Canal Company in 1924, and its nearly 185 
mile length path and surrounding land was 
purchased by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior in 1938 for $2 million. It ultimately 
transferred to the National Park Service, 
becoming the country's longest national 
park stretching from western Maryland to 
Washington D.C. 

While the Potomac's current high water 
levels have been newsworthy, by 1996 there 
had been 17 major floods and countless 
smaller ones. In her 1947 history of Cabin 
John, Edith Martin Armstrong had written 
that “The river has a record of destruction 
totalling millions of dollars in less than a 
century. One of the most costly floods were 
in 1889, at the time of the Johnston Flood, 
when the canal had to be closed for 2-1/2 
years while extensive repairs were made. On 
May 13, 1924, the river raced over its banks 
again and carried with it all that could be 
torn loose. The muddy churning water filled 
the air with a heavy earthy smell. That flood 
will be remembered long, as it closed the 
canal for all time—as a freighter-carrying 
waterway. On April 17, 1936 another flood 
piled debris high on the banks and carried 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE4

The Potomac River flooding over the towpath just south of Lock-
house 8 on June 5, 2018. 
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away the Old Sycamore Island 
Canoe Club. Many driven from 
their homes were housed at the 
Cabin John fire house.”

The flood of 1936 looms large 
in the recollections of early 
Cabin John residents. Historical 
photographs show nearby 
lockhouses swallowed by rising 
water all around.

One long gone resident of Cabin 
John, Mrs. Isaac Marshall, 
recalled the great flood of 1936 
in a 1976 interview. She and her 
husband had moved to Cabin 
John in 1922 and were heavily 
involved with the burgeoning 
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire 
Department (Mrs. Marshall 
served as vice president to the 
Ladies Auxiliary). “The Red 

Cross called me one morning, 
the morning of the flood, to take 
over the fire house to house the 
people that lived along the canal. 

RIVER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

VN

I had to get them something for 
their breakfast and take care of 
them . . . I went on down to the 
canal up on the hills and there 
were Mr. and Mrs. Ed de Groat. 
They had their belongings all 
pulled out up on the hill there; 
the mattresses and the beds and 
everything was soaked, and they 
standing there in the drizzling 
rain . . . I remember Mrs. Smoot. 
Her house had completely 
washed away. It was down on 
the canal where there used to 
be old Halifax Street (78th), and 
it had washed away completely, 
everything she had.”

A current resident of Cabin 
John, Mary Morgul, reminisced 
in Judy Welles' book: “I 
remember the flood of '36 and 
my grandmother took us across 

to sit on the bank and look at 
the water and it was running 
through the top window of the 
lockhouse.” 

Another long ago resident of 
Cabin John, Norman Touhey, 
whose family was very much 
a part of the fabric of Cabin 
John throughout the early 20th 
century, remembered heading 
to Camp Lee, Virginia after 
enlisting in the army in 1942 
when his bus was caught in a 
storm. When finally arriving the 
next moring at Camp Lee, “I saw 
a paper, it (the Potomac River) 
had washed Chain Bridge away 
. . . I've seen houses and barns 
float down that river. That river 
used to flood.”

WydlerBrothers.com  |  301.463.7800  

Eric W. Brooks 
REALTOR®  LICENSED IN MD, DC & VA

240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

I F  Y O U  WA N T  T O  A S K  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E
A S K  M O R E  F R O M  Y O U R  R E A LT O R ®.

Eric knows Cabin John and The Gardens like the back of his paddle. He
understands this laid-back community with its rich history, natural
beauty and access to both DC and the Canal. CJ is known as the little
village with a big name and Eric brings a fresh perspective from a
small brokerage with a big name. Whether you’re navigating a tough
real estate transaction or through Mather Gorge, Eric is the guy to call.

E R I C  W.  B R O O K S
Father. Kayaker. Cabin John expert.

❛
According to the 

National Park Service, 
the largest recorded 

flood was in 1936, when 
the river crested 28 

feet, while the flooding 
of 1942 was also one of 

the highest recorded 
historic crests. By 
comparison, the 

Potomac crested at 13 
feet earlier this month.

❜
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CJCA NEWS

PLANNING FOR THE CJCA 100TH ANNIVERSARY GETS UNDERWAY
BY AMY ELSBREE
CJCA (Outgoing) Secretary

SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

CJCA MEETING:  7:30 PM, SEPT. 26  |  CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

The May 30 meeting 
of the Cabin John 
Citizens Association 

(CJCA) started with the 
election of officers for the 
2018-2019 year and ended with 
a robust discussion of how 
to commemorate the CJCA’s 
upcoming 100th anniversary. 

Cabin John will see only one 
change in the CJCA leadership 
as Amy Elsbree stepped down 
as secretary after seven years 

of dedicated service to the 
community. Meredith Griggs 
will serve in her place along 
with a co-secretary position that 
has yet to be filled.  

The full slate that was elected 
unanimously includes:  

President: 
Susan Shipp
Vice President for Activities: 
Irena Bojanova
Vice President for Advocacy: 
Greg Pawlson
Vice President for Community 
Service & Outreach: 
Nancy Russell

Co-Secretary: 
Meredith Griggs and Vacant
Treasurer: 
Bob Walsh

The CJCA will celebrate its 
100th anniversary in 2019. It 
was formed seven years after 
the American Land Company 
began a development called 
Cabin John Park, once dozens 
of homes were built. The 
citizen’s association has been 
instrumental in fostering and 
preserving Cabin John’s unique 
identity as a bucolic place where 
individuality is appreciated and 
neighborliness expected. 

CJCA President Susan Shipp 
proposed that the community 
discuss ways it might want 
to commemorate this major 
milestone. 

Meeting attendees shared a 
broad range of ideas including a 
MacArthur Blvd. beautification 
project that would look to 
improve CJ’s “main street” with 
plantings between the bike 
path and the road. Another 
suggestion involved preserving 
the history of Cabin John 
through digital archives and the 
display of artifacts. 

Other ideas raised at the 
meeting touched on hosting 
history walks and house tours; 
publishing a special edition of 
the CJCA directory; producing 
hats, shirts and bumper stickers 
for the anniversary; and 
holding family and kid friendly 
activities. 

Susan noted that the community 
could choose a variety of events 
and undertakings as part of a 

Eleanor Balaban
MacArthur Blvd. Corridor Specialist

Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.

Main: 301.907.7600 ⏐ Direct: 301.215.6875

“Let’s talk about 
real estate along 
MacArthur Blvd.”

year-long celebration provided 
there are the necessary funds 
and, even more important, 
volunteers willing to help make 
it all happen. 

The CJCA is interested in 
everyone’s ideas. Please email 
Susan with your thoughts at 
jsjshipp3@verizon.net. The 
CJCA plans to compile the 
ideas into a survey to measure 
community interest prior to the 
October CJCA meeting, where 
the community will be asked to 
decide how it wants to proceed. 

❛ 
The CJCA will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary 
in 2019. It was formed 

seven The citizen’s 
association has been 

instrumental in fostering 
and preserving Cabin 
John’s unique identity 
. . . where individuality 

is appreciated and 
neighborliness expected. 

❜

VN

Palisades Pool Open 
to CJ Residents
Over the summer, Cabin 
John residents are admitted 
free of charge to the 
Palisades Pool on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 11 am 
to 1 pm. Call the pool at 301-
229-2598 for more details. 
Palisades is located off Seven 
Locks Road at Carver Road 
and Cyprus Grove Lane. 
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events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. & Wed.  9 am–9 pm � Tue. & Thu.  9 am–8 pm � Fri.  9 am–3 pm

Sat. & Sun. - rentals only - CLOSED AUG. 12 - 26                                                 
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec

for seniors

MOVIE OF THE MONTH:  
Yankee Doodle Dandy |July  9, 12:00 Noon
Darkest Hour |Aug. 6, 12:00 Noon

TECH CONNECT HELP BAR
Has your laptop, cell phone, or tablet got you puzzled?  
Bring it to the (free)
Tech Connect Help Bar
July 25 – Pick a session: 

Date and title to be determined

Check for details at 240-777-4910

12:15 to 1:00 pm 
1:00 to 1:45 pm
1:45 to 2:15 pm

Please sign up at the CBCC office or by phone at 240-777-4911
 PLEASE NOTE: 

The Center will be closed for cleaning

August 12 to 26

through commuter traffic along 
the Tomlinson Ave., Arden Rd. 
and 75th Street corridor. 
According to traffic experts, 
drivers are more likely to obey 
a Do Not Enter sign than a No 
Left Turn sign. Supposedly Waze 
also respects the Do Not Enter 
sign.

Trav and CJCA President 
Susan Shipp credit the small 
but dedicated traffic committee 

formed in the fall of 2016 for 
bringing about this safety 
upgrade to our neighborhood 
streets. The committee, which 
also included Eric Dinerstein, 
Doug McLearn, and Kathy 
Stroker, worked hard to try 
and convince the county that it 
should also put Do Not Enter 
signs on Arden Rd. At this time, 
the county claims those signs 
are not justified by the amount 
and speed of the daily traffic. 

Concerned that the newly 
repaved roads will only 
encourage faster driving, the 
committee did get the county 
to agree to monitor traffic in 
later fall if the community finds 
continued high traffic volumes 
on Arden Rd. and 75th Street.

DO NOT ENTER 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

VN
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LOCAL NATURE
FROM THE CATBIRD’S SEAT 
BY ERIC DINERSTEIN
Contributing Writer

ILLUSTRATION BY TRUDY NICHOLSON
Contributing Artist

The first day of spring is technically 
March 21st, but my start date is 
when the first Gray catbird sings. 

This backyard friend, a far more amiable 
tenant than its aggressive cousin, the 
mockingbird, returns to our area from its 
wintering grounds sometime during the 
latter part of April. I don’t know where these 
catbirds spend the winter—somewhere in 
the Southeastern US, Mexico, the Caribbean, 
or Central America. The species has a broad 
off-season range. But usually by the first 
week of May, this charmer, with its black 
cap, understated dark grey suit, and rufous 
vent, settles in for the breeding season in my 
garden. Now I have Gray catbirds, Carolina 
wrens, and lots of warblers as neighbors in 
the spring.

This wasn’t always the case. About ten years 
ago, after living in Cabin John since 1994, 
I surrendered in the ultimate existential 
struggle of suburban life: I could no longer 
bear to maintain a grass lawn, or worse, 
devote part of every weekend to mowing 
it. Thus, I went native, planting a garden 
composed of indigenous wildflowers, 
shrubs, and trees. Part of my naturalist’s 
rebellion against a backyard lawn was 
strictly educational—my desire to learn 
about the 1,805 plant species in our local 
flora. I figured the best way to do so was to 
grow as many as I could get my hands on 
and fit into the backyard. At one point, we 
had more than 500 species of natives: that 
was before the trees grew up, shading out a 
number of sun-loving plants, and before we 
fenced the trails, after allowing our two dogs 
to cause a number of stochastic extinctions 
with their tearing after rabbits and what my 
wife likes to call “those striped fellows”—the 
chipmunks.

It may seem obsessive, or evidence of a total 
lack of aesthetic taste, to cram so many plant 

species into such a relatively tiny plot of 
land. Perhaps it was motivated by penance. A 
quote I heard decades earlier from the noted 
writer Michael Pollan had taken root in my 
brain: “A lawn is a garden under totalitarian 
rule.” At least in our region, he could have 
extended the metaphor to read: “A lawn 
is a garden under totalitarian rule and, in 
Maryland and much of the Mid-Atlantic 
states, maintained only by applications of 
toxic chemicals to kill ‘weeds,’ and doses of 
fertilizer that drain off into the Chesapeake 
Bay, and by contributing an unnecessary 
amount of hydrocarbons into the 
atmosphere, thereby exacerbating climate 
change, not to mention the noise pollution 
of gas-powered mowing and leaf-blowing 
machines.”

Here is a tip on local ecology 101: The native 
vegetation of our part of Maryland is, with 
rare exception, forest. To wish for some 
other condition for your yard, such as a lush 
green lawn populated by a monoculture of 
grass, you are fighting nature. Nature abhors 
vacuums and despises monocultures, and 
will try to disrupt them at the first toehold 
of a silver maple seedling sprouting in an 
unattended lawn. To suppress the forest from 
taking back your yard you must choose one 
of three options: 1) fill your yard as much 

as is legally possible with infrastructure 
(house, garage, paved driveway, etc.) to avoid 
having a yard to care for in the first place 
(the developer’s new trick); 2) try to arrest 
the invasion of tree seedlings by keeping the 
lawn mowed and applying a broad-leaved 
plant herbicide, or 3) plant a garden to 
replace the once-revered lawn.

Just as the catbirds begin their cat-like 
“mew” call, the males diversify into their 
repertoire of sing-song phrases that together 
mimic songs from those of other species: 
like mockingbirds and thrashers, catbirds 
are part of the family Mimicidae. It’s about 
the same time of year that the whine of 
lawnmowers begins, too.

Consider this: American homeowners 
devote 70 hours annually to mowing their 
lawns or paying someone else to do it every 
few weeks. Technically, the point of this 
manicure is to trap the non-native grass 
cover in a state of prepubescence—that is, 
too young to reseed. It is estimated that 
we spend $48 to $82 billion annually on 
lawn and yard care, the high cost of trying 
to subvert the natural tendency written in 
grass genes to sprout and flower. In contrast, 
we only spend about $50 billion annually 

Gray Catbird sitting on a Virginia Fringe tree branch. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE4
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on foreign aid and a mere $8 billion on 
conservation of natural areas. Further, 
35,000 people including 4,800 children 
are treated annually for mower-related 
injuries—resulting in 600 amputations 
among the nation’s youth. 

Amputation—that is what it really requires 
to maintain grass lawns, all resulting in 
what has been described as “the perfect 
antithesis of an ecological system.” 
According to University of Florida ecology 
and conservation professor Mark Hostetler, 
lawns produce no seeds, nectar, or fruit, 
so few creatures can use lawns as habitat. 
Biodiversity-wise, “it’s almost like concrete,” 
he wrote. I won’t go into the chemicals 
required to keep lawns green and free of 
other plants, but consider this the next time 
you see the yellow symbol advising you to 
keep your pet off your neighbor’s freshly 
treated lawn: young children share a lot of 
genes and physiology with dogs. Why do we 

think the chemicals that are bad for dogs are 
not harmful to our children?

There is, thankfully, an aesthetically pleasing 
solution to the lengths homeowners will go 
to maintain their lawns. It is as simple as 
going to a native plant nursery and picking 
out what grows best in our area and attracts 
your eye. I love to plant shrubs that not only 
yield interesting flowers and fruits, but also 
have beautiful fall foliage. 

If you share that taste, let me recommend 
American (not Japanese or Chinese) witch 
hazel. The American version blooms late in 
the fall, with gorgeous yellow stringy flowers, 
and offers an array of purple and pink leaves. 
I am into purples, so for me maple-leaved 
Viburnum, another native, has the most 
colorful fall foliage. Bright reds? Try black 
gum or the common red maple. But the 
prize winner could be the much overlooked 
Virginia fringe tree, a native in the olive 

family. In Spring the fringe tree, where my 
catbird likes to roost, puts out a display of 
lacy white petals that gives the tree in your 
yard the appearance of a giant wedding gown 
for a few weeks. 

In comments from Cabin John residents in 
this newsletter and beyond, many say that 
the reason they moved from the city to our 
hamlet was to feel closer to nature. I assume 
this means being where the catbird and 
the other dawn singers wake you up in the 
morning, instead of police sirens and car 
traffic. Remember, catbirds are made from 
insects and fruit. If you want to have these 
birds in your yard, plant natives that attract 
them and forego ecologically sterile lawns 
that offer no shelter or food at all.

LOCAL NATURE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

VN

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

ACTIVE:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
12 Froude Circle $625,000 2 1 0 1,156
3 Froude Circle $715,000 3 2 0 1,305
6440 Wishbone Ter $807,000 3 3 2 1,906
6713 Tomlinson Ter $1,120,000 4 3 2 2,828
6414 83rd Pl $1,125,000 4 4 1 2,700
8211 Caraway St. $1,329,000 4 4 0 3,505
6614 81st St. $1,599,000 4 4 2 3,412
8025 Riverside Av. $1,890,000 4 3 1 3,418
UNDER CONTRACT:  LIST PRICE BR FB GAR SQ. FT.
6416 83rd St. $1,135,000 5 4 1 2,832
7719 Tomlinson Av. $1,145,000 4 3 0 2,430
7924 Longridge Ct. $1,150,000 5 3 2 3,415
6532 79th St. $1,300,000 4 4 2 3,258
6522 77th St., $1,799,000 6 5 2 5,339

SOLD:
6417 78TH St. $1,020,000 3 3 0 2,065
6530 78TH St. $1,142,000 4 3 0 2,232
6509 81ST St. $1,500,000 5 3 0 3,883

MAY 2018 - JUNE 2018

REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY
IN CABIN JOHN
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN Landscaping Professionals  

Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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CJ July 4th Parade Kicks Off at 11 AM

Planning a staycation this 
4th of July? Come join 
in some down-home fun 

at the Cabin John 4th of July 
Parade and Celebration. Plan 
to gather just before 11:00 am 
at 79th Street below MacArthur 
Blvd. The parade will head down 
the bike path along MacArthur 
Blvd. and end at the playground 
behind the Clara Barton 
Community Center. 

After the half-mile parade, stay 
and enjoy some refreshments, 
the reading of the Declaration 
of Independence, and some fun 
for the kids. If there are middle 
school and high school students 
who want to earn SSL hours, we 
are looking for a few volunteers 
to manage post-parade games, 
such as a balloon toss for kids, 
and to help clean-up.

BIKE DECORATORS MEET 
AT 10:30 AM

Back by popular demand will 
be the chance to decorate bikes 
and strollers together prior to 
the parade start. The Cabin 
John Citizens Association will 
provide decorating supplies for 
parents to use in helping their 
kids prepare their rides and 
themselves for the parade. 

SSL hours will also be offered 
for volunteers who can arrive 
at 10 am to help set up, hand 
out decorating supplies, and 
help young riders decorate their 
bikes. To be an SSL volunteer, 
please contact Stephanie Lai at 
laifamily2002@gmail.com. All 
other folks willing to volunteer 
to help make this patriotic 
celebration a success, please 
contact Irena Bojanova at 
ibojanova@gmail.com.

BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

VN

Innovative 
Landscapes

for
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

MARK WILLCHER &  C O., INC.
landscape designers/contractors

301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherCo.com 

www.MarkWillcherCo.com

2014 BEST OF BETHESDA AWARD WINNER
b

WASHINGTONIAN AWARD WINNER
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CHEERS TO OUR CABIN JOHN GRADUATES
BY SUSAN SHIPP
CJCA President

BY JUDY BROOKES
Contributor

< VAULX CARTER, who 
grew up in Cabin John, 

has graduated from 
Walt Whitman High 

School and will attend 
The University of 

Pittsburgh’s School 
of Nursing.

<Whitman grad 
CHRISTOPHER PATCH 

of 83rd Street is heading 
to the University of 
Rochester this fall.

The Anderson family of 
78th Street has two new 

graduates this spring. 
DANIELLE ANDERSON 

graduated from Whitman 
with honors. She will be 

attending Rollins College 
in Winter Park, FL, 

majoring in Business 
and Marketing. 

MATTHEW ANDERSON 
graduated Magna Cum 

Laude from the University 
of Southern California 

with a degree in Business 
Taxation. He is staying on 

to earn his Masters 
in Business Taxation 

and Finance.

Russell Road resident 
MATTHEW VELASCO, 

another Whitman 
graduate, will be 

attending Montgomery 
College in the fall.

$

!BEN STERN, of 80th 
Street, graduated from 

Georgetown Day School. 
Ben played baseball and 
soccer at GDS and wrote 

for the newspaper. He 
will attend Harvard 

in the fall.

CAROLINE SMITH, of 
77th Street, graduated 

from Whitman, where she 
was a four-year Varsity 

Soccer player. She will be 
attending the University 

of Georgia in the fall. 

$

<CAROLINE DUFFY, 
of Webb Rd. graduated 
from the University of 
Maryland with a BS in 

Economics and a minor in 
Global Poverty.

SAM ROSS of Tomlinson 
Ave. earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Geology and 
Environmental Studies 
from Washington & Lee 
University. He recently 

moved to Cincinnati, OH 
to work as an assistant 
staff geologist for the 
Trihydro Corporation.

< WYATT HUGHES 
graduated from West 

Virginia University with 
a major in business 
marketing. He has 

returned to Cabin John 
to work with his father at 

Hughes Landscaping.

Cabin John residents are 
celebrating a host of high school 
and college graduations this 
spring. Congratulations to all 
and best of luck with your future 
endeavors!
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CLARA LYRA, who has 
lived on Little Leigh Ct. 

since elementary school, 
also graduated from 

Whitman. She is headed 
to Duke University, where 
she plans to study STEM.

DYLAN “PABLO” 
ROTHSCHILD, of 78th 
Street, graduated from 
Walt Whitman where 

he served as president 
of the student body 

and enjoyed his many 
roles representing his 

classmates as a Student 
Government leader at 

both Pyle and Whitman. 
Pablo will attend 

Georgetown University in 
the fall.

$

The Butman family of 
Riverside Dr. also has 
two new graduates. 

ALEXANDER JACK LEE 
BUTMAN, a Whitman 

graduate, will be 
heading to southern 

California in September 
to attend UCLA, where 

he plans to major in Civil 
Engineering. 

JANA LEE BUTMAN 
received a Sc.B. in 

Chemistry from Brown 
University and a B.F.A. 

in Furniture Design 
from the Rhode Island 

School of Design as part 
of the Brown-RISD dual 
degree program. Jana 
will be moving on to 

Northwestern University 
in Chicago to pursue a 

Ph.D. in Chemistry.

<NATALIA DE 
GRAVELLES, of McKay 

Circle, graduated 
with honors from the 

University of Maryland 
with a double major in 
Sociology and History. 
She will be pursuing 
a master's degree in 

History at UMD in the fall. 

<WILLIS RUSSELL 
graduated from 

University of Colorado, 
Boulder with a bachelor’s 
degree in Economics. He 
is heading to Madrid this 
summer for a business 
consulting internship. 

He plans to find a job in 
Denver in the fall.

<MICHAEL LIBRE, a 
lifelong CJ resident, 

graduated from 
Dartmouth College. 

He majored in History 
and will be working in 

Boston for the next two 
years doing healthcare 

consulting. He ultimately 
plans to attend medical 
school in a few years. 

He gives a big shout out 
to his close CJ friend, 
MICHAEL GUDE, who 
is graduating from the 
College of Charleston.

<ISABEL TWANMO of 
81st Street graduated 

from Bennington 
College with a B.A. in 
Art and Music. Isabel 

recently produced and 
performed in a concert 

of her own compositions, 
and her artwork 

was part of a group 
printmaking show at the 
Massachusetts Museum 

of Contemporary Art. 
She plans to come home 

for the summer before 
moving to New York City 
to be an artist and avoid 

starvation by working 
as a TV and film 

production assistant.

<CAITLIN SCHOEN 
graduated Summa Cum 
Laude and as a member 
of Phi Beta Kappa from 

St. Mary's College of 
Maryland. She majored 
in History and minored 
Studio Art and French, 
which included a junior 
semester in Grenoble, 

France. As a senior, 
Caitlin earned first place 
in Historiography at the 

the Phi Alpha Theta 
History Honors Society 
Mid-Atlantic Regional 

Conference. St. Mary's 
recognized Caitlin with 
the David Beers Quinn 

Award in History and the 
Thomas Barrett Research 

Award. She is working 
for Earth Treks Climbing 

Centers this summer, 
then hopes to return 

to France and improve 
her language skills. 

Eventually, she expects 
to attend graduate school 

for History.
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
BY JUDY BROOKES
Regular Contributor

Help us spread the Neighborly News! 
Send along your news and announcements 
about Cabin John residents and clubs to 
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com.  

CJ KIDS RUN AGAIN!

The indefatigable Kathleen Wolf, of 83rd 
Place, has now brought six seasons of the 
Healthy Kids Running Series to Cabin 
John. Kathleen writes that the Spring 2018 
season “took place in April and May on 
the field next to Palisades Pool. About 100 
local runners came out to run races from 
50-yds (2-3 year olds) all the way up to  1 
mile (4th grade and up). 

A big thank you to our partner, Clara Bar-
ton Center for Children, our parent volun-
teers, and our sponsors Bethesda Coop and 
Galley Foods for keeping our kids well-fed 
with healthy snacks. The races support kids 

Juliet Rodman, of Archbold Terrace, 
writes: “I have been running exercise 
classes through the County at Clara Barton 
Recreation Center for 20 years. These 
classes are a true example of Cabin John 
community spirit and connection. So many 
relationships built, so many friends made 

and the community, with the idea that get-
ting up and moving at any pace is healthy, 
fun and good for self-esteem. All proceeds 
from the races go to charities. Join us back 
out on the field in mid-September for our 
7th series!” Find more information at 
healthykidsrunningseries.org/race_loca-
tions/cabin-john-md/.

On May 19th, over 100 parents and children 
braved the rain for the first annual Wheel-A-
Thon for Muscular Dystrophy, to raise funds 
for Collagen VI Muscular Dystrophy (MD) 
research. Here in Cabin John, Lily Brown, 
a 3rd grader at Bannockburn, is living with 
this rare disease, which is a progressive, 
genetic condition that causes skeletal muscle 
weakness and, as of now, has no cure. 

At the event, children wheeled along a half-
mile loop through Glen Echo on scooters 
and bikes, to raise money for U Penn’s 
annual Million Dollar bike ride fundraiser 
for rare diseases. We raised $9,917 at the 
event, and Penn matches all donations, 
meaning a whopping $19,834 will go 
directly to Collagen VI MD research with no 
overhead! This is a wonderful reflection of 
the kindness that permeates our community.

If you’d like to donate, you can do so 
through June 30th via Lily’s web page 
(tinyurl.com/BESWheel-a-ThonforMD) 
or via check payable to Trustees of The 
University of Pennsylvania, delivered to Jen 
Jordan (Lily’s mother) at 7511 Arden Rd.

Wheel-A-Thon for Muscular 
Dystrophy Draws Energetic 
Crowd
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while individuals work out together. I am so 
proud to have seen over 100 participants in 
our Zumba and Body Sculpting Definitions 
classes over the years. Ages range from 45 to 
96! Margit Meiss is our oldest member and a 
Holocaust survivor. She is our matriarch.”

VN
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BY JEN JORDAN
Regular Contributor
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 NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
BALANCE, STRENGTH and 
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things 
that we work on in our fun-filled 
exercise class. Come join us on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays OUR NEW 
STARTING TIME IS 9AM!  For 
more information contact Carolyn 
at CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING 
Midday walks to keep your pets 
happy and healthy. Many happy 
Cabin John and Carderock pet 
owners and their pets will happily 
give their recommendations. Call 
Carolyn 240-204-2953. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family 
Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280. 

COMPUTER SERVICES. DC/PC 
Computer Support offers friendly, 
personalized computer services 
to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and 
training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also 
available. To schedule an appointment 
or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim 
at 202-841-0873. 

COTTAGE FOR RENT - available 
Aug. 1 - Cabin John MD Beautifully 
custom-built, private 1 bdrm/1 bath 
cottage on family property. 900 s.f.  
1st fl. cathedral ceiling great room 
living/dining/kitchenette, stairs up 
to balcony office or reading space, 
2nd fl large bedroom and bathroom. 

Washer/dryer, convection oven/
microwave, refrigerator, dishwasher, 
central heat/air, ceiling fan. Full 
bed and some furniture if desired, 
or unfurnished. Non-smoking, 
no pets. Suitable for a couple, or a 
single professional. Move-in Aug. 
1. $1400/mo. Contact H. Lewis at 
highlandfarm1935@gmail.com. 

ELDER CARE HELP. Cabin John 
woman resident is looking for 
household work. Service includes: 
laundry, light cleaning, meal prep. 
grocery shopping. References 
available. Please contact Lynn at 
dcwaterstore@gmail.com

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL 
THANK YOU! Daily walks, play 
dates at my home with new friends, 
overnight stays at my home or 
yours - fenced-in yard means lots 
of playtime. I will pick-up and 
return your pet for play dates! Many 
neighborhood references. http://
www.licksandleashes.net/ Lauren 
Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

SERENITY CIRCLE YOGA is 
blooming here in Cabin John! A sun 
filled home studio holding up to 10 
students. Vinyasa, Yin and Gentle 
yoga. Meditation and medicinal 
plant classes, as well as Reiki 
sessions. Contact Sarah 301-580-
4088 or Sarah@SerenityCircleYoga.
com

To place AN AD in the Village News 
classifieds contact Nalini Kumar at 
VNbusinessmanager@gmail.com.

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

S U M M E R  C O N C E R T SS U M M E R  C O N C E R T S 
at Glen Echo Park

June 14: The Mike Scoglio Band
June 21: U.S. Marine Band - Dixieland Band
June 28:  Mystic Warriors
July 5: Oasis Island Sounds
July 12: U.S. Marine Band - Jazz Fusion Ensemble
July 19: Alif Laila (Sitar) & 
 Suryaksha Deshpande (Tabla)
July 26: Real Live Jazz Quartet
August 2: Fast Eddie & The Slowpokes
August 9: U.S. Marine Band - Free Country
August 16: Justin Trawick and The Common Good
August 23: James Bazen Big Band
August 30: Texas Chainsaw Horns

Every Thursday at 7:30 PM
June 14 - August 30

All concerts are FREE!
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JUNE
26

Primary Election Day
7:00 am to 8:00 pm

JULY
4

4th of July Parade
11:00 am

See page 11 for details

8
Potomac River Trip

10:00 am to 3:30 pm
RSVP to Burr Gray by June 30 

See p. 2 for details 

JULY CONT., 
12

MoCo Quiet Skies 
Coalition Meeting

7:30 pm
Brookmont Church
4000 Virginia Place

Visit sites.google.com/

site/208xxquietskies/

Save the Date!
CJ Chicken & Crab Feast

Sept. 15
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Wheel-A-Thon for Muscular Dystrophy drew over 100 local 
families to raise awareness and funds for Collagen VI 
Muscular Dystrophy (MD) research. 
See the story on page 14.  

Next CJCA meeting - Sept. 26
Enjoy your summer!


