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County to Spend $2.1 Million Repaving Cabin John
done on one side of the street at a time to allow for
traffic. However, there may be short periods when
residents will not have access to their driveways.
No roads are slated to be widened as part of the
project.

by Susan Shipp

See page 11 for detailed list of modifications.

The $2.1 million county repaving project is to begin
after July 1 and once underway will take roughly
three months, according to county officials who
came to the March 29 CJCA meeting to provide
an overview of the work. “Your roads are in bad
shape,” which means “we will be building brand
new roads,” said John Birton, program manager
with the Department of Highway Services.
Birton explained that concrete work and curbs will
be done first and then roadways will be repaved.
Curbs will not be added to roads unless they existed
before the repaving. The new asphalt is quick
drying and should be dry in about an hour. Work is

The actual work will be performed by a private
contractor under contract to the county. While the
contractor is in Cabin John, Smith said, residents
will be able to take advantage of the county’s
competitive bid contract prices to repair their
driveway aprons. The driveway apron is the portion
of the driveway, often concrete, that is within the
public right-of-way. Driveway repairs will also be
a possibility as the contractors are allowed to do
private work too.
continued on page 10
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Residents will receive a comprehensive project
newsletter about three weeks before the project
begins and signs will be posted at least 48 hours
before repaving starts on a road, according to
Norman Smith, the project manager who will be
on site daily. The work is schedule between the
hours of 7 a.m. and 5 p.m. However, hours could be
extended and Saturday work permitted to expedite
the project. Trash and recycling trucks should have
no trouble working around the repaving operations.
Once the project is underway, the county will post
updates on their website.

by Susan Shipp
Some 45 kids had great fun
gathering hundreds of treatfilled eggs on April 2 at the
19th annual Cabin John Spring
Egg Hunt. The happy chaos
lasted no more than 20 minutes,
but with plenty of sunshine
and 70-degree weather, most
families stayed longer to enjoy
the playground.

© Susan Shipp

Neighborly News.............................................

See page 14 for more
Egg Hunt photos!

Big kids ready to hunt for eggs!
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Neighborly News

“Gabby and I have been together
for three years; I’m a native of
Northern Virginia and Gabby grew up in Los Angeles. We’re now
bringing our lives together in Cabin John and are excited about all
the area has to offer.”
Lynn Chamberlain of 76th Place is proud to announce that her
daughter Alex Corddry, who graduated from Walt Whitman, ’06,
has moved from NBC Boston/ESPN, covering SEC football as a
sideline reporter, to Fox Sports, covering the Tampa Bay Rays. You
can watch her on all the Ray’s 140 games.
UPCOMING EVENTS
House Tour Fundraiser in Support of Glen Echo Park
Sunday, April 30, 2017, 12 pm to 4 pm.
Tour eight original homes in the Bannockburn neighborhood
that have been given a new lease thanks to visionary owners and
architects.
Self-Guided Tours
Shuttle transportation & light refreshments will be provided
Tickets: $50 p/person donation; $40 for Glen Echo Park Partnership
Members. All proceeds from the House Tour support the arts and
educational programs at Glen Echo Park. Purchase a ticket/make a
donation at: www.glenechopark.org/housetour. We recommend that
you reserve your ticket/make your donation by Thursday, April 27.
Carousel Day at Glen Echo Park
Saturday, April 29, 2017, 11 am to 4 pm
Join us for the opening of the carousel’s 97th season! This fun-filled
annual event (previously called Family Day) offers a full day of
FREE activities throughout Glen Echo Park, including live music
and other performances, face painting, storytelling, and carousel
themed crafts. The carousel operates from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm,
$1.25 per ride. Learn more at www.glenechopark.org/carouselday.
SSL opportunities for students!
Join Potomac Conservancy at the River Center at Lock 8 on
May 6th from 10 am - 2 pm for our Opening Day Celebration!
This family-friendly event will have activities for all ages —
games, art projects, live music, interpretive nature walks, and
lots of opportunities to learn about the Potomac River and the
historic Lockhouse. The Potomac Conservancy staff and River
Center Guides will be on hand to talk about how to engage in local
action and stewardship, and to advocate for clean water and land
preservation. No reservation is necessary. Go to Potomac.org/events
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or email Joelle at community@potomac.org for more
information.
CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stitch n Bitch is taking a hiatus. We will be taking a
break probably until late spring but we look forward to
having old and new members join in when we start back
up. Contact info- judy@brookes.com.
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Coffee Group meets
weekly at 10 am at The Market. Drop-in and meet fellow
Cabin Johners!
The Vintage Gentlemen’s Coffee Group will meet
at The Market on the Boulevard (shopping center
at MacArthur and 79th St.) at 10:15 am on the third
Thursday and first Tuesday of every month. Show up,
buy your cup of coffee or whatever, and sit with the group
for an hour or so of spirited discussions as we ponder
local issues, bemoan political offerings and resolve
international dilemmas. For further information you may
email Bob Norris, lisabobjoseph@aol.com.
Have an idea for a community club/group? Make it
happen by posting info in Neighborly News to get the
word out!!! Please send news about your family and/or
Cabin John residents (present, past and future) to Judy
Brookes at judy@brookes.com or call 301.537.4165.
Births, deaths, moves, graduations, accomplishments,
ongoing club meetings, etc! Photos are welcome.

Community
Calendar
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David and Gabby Morris and
her two children, Evan Steiner
and Bianca Steiner, will be
moving to 83rd Street in late
spring when the school year
is wrapping up. In September,
Evan will go to Whitman and
Bianca will start at Pyle.

by Judy Brookes

23, 30.......... Healthy Kids Running Series

Seven Locks Local Park
3:30 pm

26.......................................CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:00 pm

07,14, 21.... Healthy Kids Running Series

Seven Locks Local Park
3:30 pm

13.......................................Grateful Shred
Clara Barton Center
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
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Welcome to Our New History Columnist, Rachel Donnan
by Vashti Van Wyke

Shawn’s work as a reporter for The
Financial Times has brought the
family all around the globe. They lived
in Sydney, Australia for five years,
followed by four years in Jakarta,
Indonesia. Next, they spent two years in
Rachel Donnan with her son Aidan (11) and daughter Lucy (8).
Hong Kong and then moved to London
seven weeks before Lucy was born. Talk
highlight the many fascinating, quirky stories about
about an adventurous mom! They were in London
our town, and document the changes that have
for seven years before their move to the wonderful
taken place over the years. She also loves the idea
(but perhaps a bit less glamorous) Cabin John.
of grounding her kids in the place where they live
and helping them discover the “bits of history” that
Rachel has degrees in art history and theory, and
surround us.
at one time worked as the art curator for a Wall
Street firm, where she had the great joy of acquiring
several Rodin sculptures. She has also worked as a
freelance photographer and on a newspaper photo
desk, and she still enjoys taking photographs.

© Rachel Donnan

Rachel Donnan, of 81st Street, begins
writing The Village News history
column this month, taking over from
Judy Welles, who wrote the column for
the last eight years. Rachel, her husband
Shawn, and their two kids, Aidan (11)
and Lucy (8), moved to Cabin John two
years ago from North London.

The family ended out in Cabin John because they
were looking for a community with “grassy gardens
and good schools,” says Rachel. “Being close to the
river is quite magical as well.” They were attracted
to Cabin John’s artistic vibe and the fact that, while
it is close to a city, “it feels somewhat rural.”
The family loves to walk on the towpath and the
kids like having the freedom to go off exploring on
their own in the neighborhood. You can often spot
Rachel walking Toby, the family’s frisky year-old
Lab mix dog. She takes him walking all over Cabin
John, along the river, and sometimes to Glen Echo
or Carderock for a change of scenery.
Lucy is in 3rd grade at Bannockburn, and Aidan
is in 6th grade at Pyle. Both kids play the violin
and are also soccer players. Their driveway has a
section devoted to an impressive collection of rocks
of various sizes and shapes, retrieved by the kids on
their forays into the woods.
Rachel loves how much living history is around
us in Cabin John. In her column, she hopes to
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CJCA News
Celebrate CJ History and 50 Years of The Village News
by Susan Shipp
The next CJCA meeting
will be held on April 26
at 7:00 pm. Hope to see
everyone there!

The April 26th Cabin John Citizens Association
meeting promises to be quite entertaining for
history aficionados and anyone who wants to know
more about the great community we live in. Judith
Welles, the author of Cabin John: Legends and Life
of an Uncommon Place, will present a slideshow of
Cabin John’s history, including the stories behind
historic photos of the Union Arch Bridge and the
Cabin John Hotel, a resort destination from the
1870s to 1931, that attracted Washington socialites
and U.S. Presidents.

Cabin John “Pop-Up” Museum

For the past eight years, Welles wrote the “Then
and Now” column for The Village News, providing
interesting backstories, such as the one from
November 2009 on the oldest house in Cabin John.
(Built in 1866, it was called Graceland and it sits at
the rise of 80th Street.)

According to a 1993 Village News account,
“artifacts including spear ‘points,’ which
pre-date arrows, dated 40,000 years old by
archeologists, have been found in some yards in
the neighborhood. At least one ‘dig’ in the area
yielded several pieces of pottery from more recent
inhabitants.” The article does not say whether the
pottery is from the Native American village that
occupied this site until 1742, or possibly the Irish
immigrants who settled here in the 1850s to work
on the C&O Canal project or perhaps from the
Cabin John Hotel.

The meeting, to be held at the Clara Barton
Community Center, will begin at 7 pm, a half hour
earlier than usual, so that attendees have a chance to
look at displays of artifacts and collectibles literally
unearthed in Cabin John and being shared by CJ
residents, including Steve Cash and Rich Hirsh. If
you have items of note that you would be willing
to display at the April 26th meeting, please contact
Susan Shipp at 301-320-5106 so that space can be
arranged.

Village News Tribute and Toast

Please call

Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252
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The history presentation will run about 45 minutes
so that there will be plenty of time to break out
the cake and sparkling cider in honor of 50 years
of The Village News! The celebration will include
recognition of current and past editors, contributors,
and business managers and special recognition for
the recently retired editing duo of Tim Weedlun
and Mike Miller, who spent the last decade
providing the community with important news,
noteworthy profiles, and other items of interest.
We will also pay tribute to a remarkable woman,
Lorraine Minor, who has kept the business side
of The Village News running for the past 20 years!
Please come out to give a much-deserved thank you
to these three dedicated volunteers as well as the
many others who have kept The Village News in
print for 50 years.

The Village News

Dues Collection Well Shy of Goal
by Clare Amoruso
The first quarter of 2017 saw 309 families out of the
700 or so that call Cabin John home pay their $20
dues. That is less than 45 percent and well short of
the 60 percent participation goal that the Cabin John
Citizens Association is hoping to achieve.
The CJCA would like to recognize the 60
households that included extra donations to the
CJCA, totaling close to $1,500. In addition, 63 CJ
families gave $1,450 to the Friends of the Cabin
John Creek and 43 donated $935 to the Friends of
the Clara Barton Center. Those organizations extend
their thanks as well.
We would like to hear from the rest of Cabin John!
Lost your dues form? No worries. Just put your
check in an envelope and send to: CJCA, P.O.
Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818. You can also pay
online by going to www.cabinjohn.org.
The CJCA provides every household with a
complimentary telephone directory; financially
supports The Village News; and sponsors the holiday
party, 4th of July parade, and spring egg hunt, free
of charge to all residents. The association provides
the American flags that line MacArthur Boulevard
on holidays; sponsors the annual Potomac River
canoe trip; represents community interests to the
county government, and more. Not a bad deal for
roughly five cents a day. Please consider paying
your dues now.

The Market
On The Boulevard

Summer Camp Openings at CBCC
Clara Barton Center for Children has openings in
its half and extended day summer camp programs
for ages 2-5 years. We offer a week-long session
beginning June 19, and four 2-week sessions from
June 26 to August 18.

Gourmet Delicatessen · Beer & Wine Shop · Bistro & Café

Great Sandwiches · Bibimbap · Bulgogi · Japchae · Noodles & more

Children must be two years old by May 31. For
further information, please contact Paula Curran or
Deborah Duffy at 301-320-4565.

Place for everyone! Featuring ; Great sandwiches featuring premium grade Boars
Head Deli Products. Gourmet snacks, chips, and drinks. Huge Selections of
beverages, domestic and imported beer & wine. Daily prepared meals, salads, and
snacks. International food selections. Fruit Smoothies, coffee from espresso bar, and
Flavor Burst Soft Ice-cream, Catering Menu for Party and artistic presentation of
selections.

Free Belly Dancing Classes Begin

Wine served by glasses or bottle with retail price.

Free, at the Clara Barton Community Center, Dawn
of the Flower will start teaching Wednesday belly
dancing classes on April 12. The session times are
3:15 to 3:45 on April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 17, 31
and June 14. All ages, all sizes, all body types are
encouraged to join the fun. Bring a friend and wear
comfortable clothing. Call 240-777-4910 for more
info.

Commitment To Excellence
The Market On The Blvd
7945 MacArthur Blvd.
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 229-2526
www.themarketon.com
themarketontheblvd@gmail.com
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Then and Now

by Rachel Donnan

50 Years Serving Cabin John and Beyond

I

n October 1968, six year old Jimmy Glenn, a
second grader at the Clara Barton School, was
designated the “honorary subscription chairman”
for the Cabin John Village News when he
collected seven new subscriptions for the fledgling
community newsletter, all on his own. The
following month Jimmy, who lived on 75th Place,
did even better with eight new subscribers, earning
himself another Village News shout-out.
The Cabin John ? was launched on April 6, 1967,
a typed, mimeographed newsletter adorned with
a handwritten masthead. In this inaugural issue,
Editor Judith Toth wrote, “What shall we name
our baby? Win a buck and two pounds of Cabin
John Sausage from the Good and Quick.” Though
the winner of the contest is unclear (as is what
'Cabin John sausage' may be!), the June issue of the
newsletter proudly proclaimed itself the Cabin John
Village News. The aim of the newsletter was to be
"the bulletin board, the mirror, the clearinghouse,
the focal point for
Cabin John.”

Innovative
Landscapes
for
Outdoor Living
Building sustainable gardens for birds,
wildlife and people since 1980.

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040
Mark@MarkWillcherco.com

2 0 1 4 B e s t o f B e t h e s d a awa r d w i n n e r

+

wa s h i n g t o n i a n awa r d w i n n e r
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Distributed free
to all Cabin John
households, the
newsletter still printed
a plea each month for
residents to subscribe
at $1.00 per year
(10 issues) in order
to cover costs. In
1967, it received a
letter from Corporal
William R. Via in
Vietnam together with
a money order for
$1.00 so that he “may
receive a monthly
newsletter from my
hometown while I am
stationed over here in
Vietnam.” The Village
News was promptly
sent to Corporal Ria,
together with a refund
of $1.00.

First edition of The Village News, April 1967

Fifty years later, The Village News continues
to inform, reflect, and celebrate our unique and
historic one-and-a-half square mile hometown.
While earlier stories illustrate the charm of bygone
days -- reports of possum, deer and fox sightings;
the Potomac Valley Homemakers meetings; local
happenings and neighborly news; useful telephone
numbers; gardening and recipe columns; even
Crabbin' John's column for anonymous venting
and complaints -- they also demonstrate a vast
level of community pride and activism focused on
preserving the distinctive character of this small
village near the the nation's capital.
Articles emphasized making Cabin John beautiful,
urging residents to be involved and take pride in
their community. The headline of the first issue
of The Village News read “Operation CleanUp,” a day deemed “Cabin John's face lifting

The Village News

The Village News covers from 1971 (left), 1980 (center), and 1994 (right). The current newsletter look debuted in 2004.
All issues are available for download on the CJ website: www.cabinjohn.org

day,” organized by the newly formed Citizens
Association Beautification Committee to collect the
detritus littering Cabin John's front yards -- from
dilapidated automobiles to yard debris and piled up
trash.
As planning for the soon-to-be Palisades Pool was

underway in 1967, there was also a “disturbing
rise of lawlessness” and concern over vandalism in
Cabin John. A common and emphatic refrain in The
Village News during the late 1960s and early 1970s
reminded parents to think about the whereabouts
of their children. “PARENTS, DO YOU KNOW
continued on page 15

IF YOU WANT TO ASK MORE FOR YOUR HOME
A S K M O R E F R O M Y O U R R E A LT O R ® .

E R I C W. B R O O K S
Father. Kayaker. Cabin John expert.
Eric knows Cabin John and The Gardens like the back of his paddle. He
understands this laid-back community with its rich history, natural
beauty and access to both DC and the Canal. CJ is known as the little
village with a big name and Eric brings a fresh perspective from a
small brokerage with a big name. Whether you’re navigating a tough
real estate transaction or through Mather Gorge, Eric is the guy to call.

Eric W. Brooks

RE ALTOR ® LICENSED IN MD, DC & VA

240.532 . 20 01

eric@wydlerbrothers.com
WydlerBrothers.com | 301.463.7800
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Local Nature

by Eric Dinerstein

Southern Magnolias in the Flesh

© Trudy Nicholson

Florida and across the lowland coastal
plain to east Texas. But the elegant,
evergreen southern Magnolia is often
planted as an ornamental in our area.
It does quite well surviving our cold
winters, producing among the most
intoxicating perfumes of any specimen
in the North American tree flora.
One could rightfully describe the
southern magnolia as a study in
excess: so many petals, and so many
reproductive accoutrements. Behind
that array lies a lesson in the evolution
of flowering plants, one that the young
O’Keefe may not have known but
would certainly have appreciated.
The magnolias are among the most
primitive flowering-plant families on
Tumbling Flower Beetles collecting pollen from fallen stamen.
Earth. They first appeared around 95
million
years ago, before there were
ost scientific endeavors can seem as titillating
even
bees,
wasps,
or
butterflies to pollinate flowers.
as sawdust to the layperson, but a few
Bees,
wasps,
and
butterflies
came much later to the
disciplines deserve an X-rating. Botany qualifies
evolutionary
dance,
about
30
million years ago. But
as one subject sometimes best suited for Mature
beetles
were
about
when
the
first
flowering plants
Audiences. As evidence, consider the legendary
evolved,
and
this
is
why
you
find
them pollinating
Georgia O’Keefe’s intimate portraits of flowers.
the flowers of magnolias. Beetles, such as the
tumbling flower beetles in the illustration, are rather
Her renditions of voluptuous corollas and
clumsy as pollinators, but they get the job done.
reproductive parts—extreme enlargements of

M

Oriental poppies, iris, petunias, Jack-in-the pulpits,
and Datura (Jimson weed), to name just a few of
her botanical subjects—turned heads in the art
world in the mid-1920s when they first appeared.

One only has to be familiar with the massive eightinch blossom of a Southern Magnolia (Magnolia
grandiflora) to guess that this fragrant, lemonscented masterpiece must have drawn her attention
as well. O’Keefe studied at the University of
Virginia from 1915 to 1917, where stately southern
magnolias are planted on campus and where she
first painted watercolors of flowers. Starting in
1917 she taught at Columbia College in Columbia,
South Carolina, well within the southern magnolia’s
native range.
Cabin John sits a few hundred miles to the north of
where this grandiose tree is indigenous: the ‘grits
belt’ spanning eastern North Carolina to central
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To attract wandering beetles, the flowers had to be
relatively open and produce fleshy, even leathertough petals to withstand the jaws of a hungry
beetle and to make enough pollen to douse the wing
coverings of the insects. Bees and other more adept
fliers like moths, butterflies, and hummingbirds
are more versatile in their navigation and can
fly and hover without needing to land inside the
flowers. Even with this more contemporary array
of pollinators at their disposal, magnolias are still
primarily beetle-pollinated, sticking, I suppose, to
the observation that southerners prefer tradition.
We can think of the evolution of flowering plants
as a journey—where the reproductive structure
evolved from the primitive state of many floral
parts barely differentiated—as in the southern
magnolia—to a much more advanced state
featuring a highly fused, irregularly shaped flower
with very few reproductive parts.

The Village News

Look at the illustration: you see lots of petals,
correct? But those aren’t truly petals, or sepals, the
term used for the green outer whorl that protects
delicate blossoms. Instead, these are “tepals,”
a tough, undifferentiated tissue that is built to
withstand considerable wear and tear. And inside
you see a pineapple-like structure that holds a mass
of stamens (the male parts) surrounding a peak of
pistils (the female parts).
Now look at a picture of a mint flower or an orchid
and you see how the petals are fused together and
the number of male and female parts are much
reduced in number compared to a magnolia.
These evolutionarily more modern flowers rely on
much more efficient pollinators that can deliver
the pollen where the plants need it and thus spend
less energy on producing loads of pollen. That is
the arc of flowering-plant evolution in a nutshell:
from many parts to few, from unspecialized forms
of pollination like wind or wandering beetles, to
the elegance and dexterity of hummingbirds and
butterflies and bees that can deliver pollen on a
pinhead inside a flower miles away from where it
was collected.

from the Carolinas south to Texas and eventually
to the newly uplifted mountain ranges of South
and Central America in the western hemisphere,
and in the eastern, to southeast Asia, where they
diversified, but not without the help of the tiny
beetles.
Appreciating the aesthetic appeal of a magnolia
blossom requires no knowledge of botany or
paleobotany, or even a regard for Georgia O’Keefe.
Magnolias are a diverse genus, and didn’t need an
artist’s exquisite talent to survive and spread, but it
surely needed the tumbling flower beetles. Let’s be
honest though: an O’Keefe original of a tumbling
flower beetle or a rove beetle—another resident of
the miniature ecosystem found in an open magnolia
blossom—would never sell in anywhere near the
range of her masterpiece, Jimson Weed, painted in
1932, which was auctioned in 2014 and netted $44
million. Yet, without the role of these barely visible
beetles pollinating these flowers, magnolias may
have never evolved into so many species or might
even have disappeared from the Earth. Let’s give a
round of applause for the pollinators.

There is another fascinating aspect of Magnolias:
their “disjunct” global range: among the 218
species found in the magnolia genus, there is one
center of distribution in eastern North America,
where the fossil record indicates Magnolias
first originated, and a second center in east and
Southeast Asia. How could there be such a
geographic separation?
The key to an explanation lies in the great age of
Magnolias as a genus. Magnolias arose so early that
continental drift hadn’t yet separated the Earth’s
land masses into their present configuration. The
theory goes that ancestral magnolias originated in
the Late Cretaceous (c. 100 million years ago) of
North America in high mid-latitudes (45°–60°N)
and at low altitudes. During the exceptionally
warm climate of the Eocene (from 56-34 million
years ago), magnolias spread eastwards, via land
bridges, first to Europe, and then across Asia. In the
mid-Cenozoic (about 35 million years ago), which
was marked by global cooling, the locus of ancient
magnolias shifted below 30° N and the species
became extinct in Europe and southern Siberia,
dividing a once continuous distribution, into two
centers: one in eastern Asia and the other in North
America. Finally, in the late Cenozoic (about 25
million years ago), as colder, ice-house conditions
developed, magnolias migrated southward from
both centers into moist warm temperate upland sites

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com
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Spring Tips for Homeowners From MR Bugs
As warmer temperatures have returned, the big
and small critters that call Cabin John home have
begun to emerge. While we all love the nature we
are surrounded by, we generally prefer keeping it
outside the walls of our house. I called on Cabin
John’s Mike Roark, of 79th Place, otherwise
known as MR Bugs, for some tips on managing our
coexistence with local critters.
● Mice—If mice are getting into your house,
Mike recommends soaking cotton balls in diluted
peppermint oil extract (available at the coop).
Place the cotton balls in the areas the mice prefer.
They don’t like the smell and will usually find
somewhere else to spend their time. He also says
that mice usually find their way in through cracks
around spigots and air conditioning lines; sealing
those areas can help solve the problem.
● Ants—If ants are coming into your house, Mike
recommends the simple terro liquid baits from the

Mike Roark, 3rd Generation Cabin John Resident

©Vashti Van Wyke

by Vashti Van Wyke

Mike Roark started MR Bugs in 1999, though he’s been
in the business since 1986. He lives in the house that
his grandfather built on 79th Place, a third-generation
Cabin Johner! He’s pictured here beside his mobile
office, holding two impressive nests he removed from
local properties -- one housed European hornets and the
other was home to bald-faced hornets.

continued on page 14
ROADWAY
cont. from page 1

Dan Sheridan, with the county’s division of
transportation engineering, took questions on
17 areas with planned modifications to address
drainage concerns. (See map and list pg. 11)
Residents raised a number of water concerns,
including pooling at the 79th Street underpass to
Riverside Dr., the intersection of Arden Rd. and
76th Street, and areas of 81st and 83rd Streets.
“There are not a lot of storm drains out there so
we are limited in what we can do,” said Sheridan.
However, he believes they will be able to address
minor issues.
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Ellen Wilner
A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!

202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com
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301-718-0010

Pamela Rowe, from the county’s Department of
Environmental Protection, said her department is
working with the highway division to see about a
broader approach to stormwater issues in Cabin
John, including the possibility of biorentention
swales at the bottom of some streets. Rowe said
this effort is on a different timeline so as not to
slow down the paving project. She also noted that
she has funding for a dozen more free residential
RainScape assessments should anyone in Cabin
John be interested.
Thinking About Installing a Natural Gas Line?
Better act quickly. The county places a five-year
moratorium on utility permits for cutting a newly
built road except in emergencies.

The Village News
ROADWAY, cont. from page 1

Repaving Cabin John: Planned Modifications to Address Drainage Concerns

1. Regrading of swales on Persimmon Ct. and maintenance of existing
inlet.
2. Curbing, reconstruction of Caraway St. entrance to 26’,
opportunity for new inlets and/or BMP on both sides of Caraway St. at
Persimmon Tree Rd.
3. Improvement to crown on 83rd Pl., straightening and
standardization of curb.
4. Removal of roadway crown at 6508 81st St. to prevent ponding at
low point.
5. Superelevation of Riverside Ave and curve of 81st St. towards Clara
Barton Parkway.
6. Extension of curbing past 6512 80th St. and improvements to
driveway aprons.
7. Cleaning of swale and culvert openings along MacArthur Blvd.
westbound between 80th St. and 79th Pl.
8. Cleaning of swale and culvert openings along MacArthur Blvd.
westbound between 79th Pl. and 79th St., BMP opportunities.
9. Superelevation of Riverside Dr. towards Clara Barton Parkway.
10. Regrading of swales to restore positive flow to inlets on 77th St.
near Tomlinson Ave., repair of culvert under 7712 77th St. or removal
and replacement with depressed apron to restore positive drainage to
inlet on northbound side of 77th St.
11. Regrading of swales to inlet on southbound side of 76th Pl near
6508 76th Pl. and installation of depressed concrete apron at 6508
76th Pl. to restore positive drainage to inlet.

12. Repair of inlet and pipe leading to raingarden between 6515 and
6519 76th St.
13. Replacement of culverts under road at intersection of 76th St. and
Arden Rd. with concrete headwalls.
14. Improvement of roadside swale along Arden Rd. leading to
intersection of Arden Rd. and 76th St., future BMP opportunity.
15. Leveling of Arden Rd. near 7515 Arden Rd. to ensure positive
drainage to intersection of 76th St. and Arden Rd.
16. Removal of crown on 75th Pl. at intersection wtih Arden Rd. to
ensure positve drainage to intersection of 76th St. and Arden Rd.
17. Restoration of proper crown and consistent slope to ensure positive
drainage at the intersection of 75th St. and Arden Rd.
OTHER NOTES:

A. Opportunity for inlets along Caraway St.
B. Opportunity for inlets and outfall to channel on 81st St., BMP

opportunities.
C. No paving of Little Leigh Ct. (private road).
D. BMP opportunity.
E. No paving of eastern Riverside Dr. due to end of County right-of-way.
F. No paving of Wishbone Terrace neighborhood (private roads).
G. No paving of Cabin John Gardens (private roads).
H. Drainage from north side of MacArthur Blvd. and intersecting streets
intercepted by swales and inlets, conveyed to channel to Cabin John
Creek.
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Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John March-Apr 2017
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
6425 83RD Pl
8009 Cypress Grove Ln.
8001 Cypress Grove Ln.
6723 Tomlinson Ter.
6432 83rd. Pl
6600 Seven Locks Rd.
6517 Persimmon Tree

List Price
$834,900
$869,900
$899,900
$1,099,000
$1,174,900
$1,299,000
$1,599,000

UNDER CONTRACT:
7849 Archbold Ter
6421 83rd Pl
6613 Persimmon Tree
6718 Tomlinson Ter
6511 81st St.

$569,000
$854,900
$1,028,500
$1,099,000
$1,850,000

3
4
4
4
6

1
3
5
3
5

1
1
0
1
1

Sold For
$463,000
$745,000
$799,000
$915,000

2
4
4
3

1
3
3
3

0
0
1
1

SOLD:
26 Froude Cir
15 Ericsson Rd.
6442 Wishbone Ter
6524 75th St.

BR FB
4
3
4
4
5
3
4
3
4
4
6
5
6
5

HB Lvl
1
3
0
4
1
3
1
3
1
3
0
3
1
3

Fpl
1
1
1
1
2
1
1

Gar
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
4

0
1
1
2
1

0
1
2
2
2

1
2
3
3

0
0
1
2

0
0
2
1

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE
GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and everything that makes CABIN JOHN so special.
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY,
SKILLED NEGOTIATOR!
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Healthy Kids Running Series Starts a Fourth Season in CJ
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On your mark, get set, GO!!!!”

by Vashti Van Wyke
Perhaps last fall you noticed dozens of kids huffing
and puffing around the upper field of the CJ local
park on Sunday afternoons, cheered on by their
enthusiastic parents. They were taking part in Cabin
John’s new Healthy Kids Running Series, started by
Kathleen Wolf, of 83rd Place, in partnership with
the Clara Barton Center for Children (CBCC).
The series takes place each fall and spring, and
last fall it hosted over 150 runners. Each season
includes five races, one each week, for kids ranging
in age from pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade.
Distances depend on age -- from a 50-yard dash
to one mile. The spring races will be held April 23
and 30, and May 7, 14, and 21. Interested kids can
register at www.HealthyKidsRunningSeries.org.
Kathleen explains that the running series, which
is affiliated with a national non-profit of the same
name, is “designed to motivate kids to be healthy
and active in a fun environment that contributes
to building self-esteem.”
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The fall races usually happen at the Cabin John
Local Park by the one-lane bridge. The spring
races will be held at the Seven Locks Local Park,
next to Palisades Pool. Teachers and parents from
CBCC volunteer as race officials to keep things
running smoothly and cheer on the children.
The top boy and girl finishers in each division
win trophies and all participants receive a race
shirt and a medal. All proceeds are donated to
charities voted on by CBCC students, and have
included Save the Whales, Heifer International,
RARE, and Comfort Cases.
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Jeff Haeni with daughter Georgia

The Daniel family

LISAN MARTIN THERAPY
Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with over
twenty-five years of experience, provides
counseling to individuals, couples and families.
A Cabin John resident, Lisan sees clients at her
offices in Cabin John and Woodley Park, DC.

7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818
2607 Conn. Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20008
www.lisanmartintherapy.com

202-537-6614
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Spring Egg Hunt Photos

Henry Krvaric shows his eggs!

Great collections!

SPRING TIPS
cont. from page 10

hardware store. He suggests placing multiple traps
all around the area of infestation, because this acts
like a buffet food line; the ants think they have a
lot of different kinds of food, and so they eat more
overall.
● Carpenter bees -- These very large bees emerge
this time of year. The females tunnel into wood,
including decks and eaves, and lay their larvae
there. Mike says the bees you might have seen
hovering and coming quite close to you are the
male bees; they are actually harmless -- they are
just scoping out the scenery in search of female
bees. The female carpenter bees can do a fair
amount of damage to homes but the real trouble
comes if woodpeckers start pecking at the wood,
trying to eat the bee larvae. Mike suggests giving
him a call for advice on handling carpenter bees, at
301-229-7200.

The Village News
50 Years of Village News
cont. from page 7

Neighborhood Services

WHERE YOUR CHILDREN ARE... ALL THE
TIME? DON'T YOU THINK YOU SHOULD
KNOW?”

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy
and healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their
pets will happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.

Over the years, The Village News displayed many
of the same loyal advertisements from local
businesses, matched by homespun illustrations.
Ads for the Good and Quick Food Shop ("Picnic
Supplies Available"), Dorothy Helen's Beauty Salon
(now Level Fitness), Tuohey's Restaurant (which
stood on the site of MacArthur Plaza) and Spero's
Glen Echo Barber Shop, where haircuts were a
mere $1.25, appeared in nearly every early issue for
many years.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care since 1991. References
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

Many of the newsletter's stories reported on the
activities of the citizens association, which led to
the environmental and conservation principles laid
out in the Cabin John Community Plan created in
the 1970s, as well as looking back at the history of
the area. Annual Crab Feasts, Spring Egg Hunts,
River Canoe Trips also took up countless column
inches of the newsletter year after year.
From planting flowers along MacArthur Boulevard
and early recycling initiatives to more civic-minded
activities regarding land use and development,
environmental concerns and commuter traffic (in
1993, the paper reported on a possible roundabout
or stoplight at MacArthur Blvd. and Clara Barton!),
the Cabin John Community Plan that had been
created to propel the goals and direction of Cabin
John's development dovetailed with The Village
News. As the newsletter grew over the years, and
continually faced budget issues, the masthead
became the more polished one of recent years, “The
Village News, Serving the People of Cabin John
and Beyond.”

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help
with organizing and bill paying needs. Member NAPO, AADMM.

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468

www.go1stchoice.com

Insured

Perhaps surprisingly, some stories are recurrent
within Cabin John today. The September 1971 issue
noted that the “Quality of Life in Cabin John Takes
a NoiseDive” due to the “deafening sounds and
black plumes of air pollution” caused by jets, a stillprevalent issue that threads throughout the last 50
years The Village News.
As The Village News continues to “Serve the People
of Cabin John and Beyond,” the last fifty years
of our local newsletter serve as a testament to the
community engagement, neighborly kinship, and
communal pride that has helped maintain Cabin
John's unique, individual, and eclectic character.
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Classifieds
BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY
are just a few things that we work on in our funfilled exercise class. Come join us on Tuesdays
and Thursdays OUR NEW STARTING TIME IS
9AM! For more information contact Carolyn at
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.
PSYCHOTHERAPY IN CABIN JOHN: Lisan
Martin, MSW provides individual, couples and
family therapy at her Cabin John office, as well as
in Woodley Park, D.C. More about Lisan can be
found on her website,www.lisanmartintherapy.com,
or contact her at 202-537-6614.
PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK
YOU! Daily walks, play dates at my home with
new friends, overnight stays at my home or yours
- fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. I will
pick-up and return your pet for play dates! Many
neighborhood references. www.licksandleashes.
com, Lauren Nicholas cell 808-286-6556

COMPUTER SERVICES⎯ DC/PC Computer
Support offers friendly, personalized computer
services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking
and training. Appointments are available
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule
an appointment or learn more about our services
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim
at 202-841-0873.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine
Minor at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@gmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Monday, May 15, for the
issue mailing May. 26, 2017.
Volunteers who make The
Village News possible: Editors
- Vashti Van Wyke (Content),
Noelle Tower (Production/
Layout), Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Susan Shipp, Eric Dinerstein,
Trudy Nicholson, Judy
Brookes, Rachel Donnan,
Vashti Van Wyke.
Ads: 301-229-3515
or flminor@sdf.org or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or vneditorial@gmail.com

