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March 7 House Tour to Benefit Glen Echo Park
by Jenni Cloud
Enjoy browsing through beautiful homes? Want
to support the arts and cultural programs at Glen
Echo Park? You can do both of these when you join
us on March 7 from 1 to 5 pm for a House Tour
fundraiser. Tour two beautifully restored historic
castles and two remarkable contemporary homes,
and your donation of $75 supports the Park!

Tickets are available online by making a donation
at www.glenechopark.org/donate. Please be sure
to type “House Tour Fundraiser” in the Special
Instructions section of the online donation form.
We will provide you with a tax-deductible receipt
for your records. We expect the event will sell out
and recommend that you make your reservations by
Wednesday, March 4th.

© www.glenechopark.org

This special event includes a welcome presentation
held in Glen Echo Park’s Ballroom Annex from 1
to 1:30 pm. You will then have self-guided access
to the house tour homes with·shuttle transportation
running continuously from the Park to all of the
homes. A wine & cheese reception at the Park’s
Stone Tower Gallery follows.
The event will take place rain or shine. Please wear
soft-soled shoes—no high heels—since there are
steep inclines and stairs and also to protect the
floors within the homes. Note that the homes are
not necessarily wheelchair accessible. Questions?
Please contact Ben Wokas at 301-634-2234 or
bwokas@glenechopark.org.

Two Local Celebrities to Call Numbers at Bingo
by Burr Gray
Young people and adults are invited to Bingo
Night, scheduled for
Friday, February 27, 7
to 9 pm, at the Clara
Barton Community
Center, 7425
Profile: Robert Patch.......................................
MacArthur Boulevard,
Cabin John, MD.
Capitol Steps Benefit Show.............................
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One bingo card, good
for the whole night,
will cost $5. At that
price, you can afford
several! For all Bingo
winners, there will be
modest prizes, to be
chosen from an adult

table or a children’s table, as appropriate, and
prizes for all kids at the close of the evening.
Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will be available at a
moderate price.
We are honored to have two local celebrities
calling numbers for us at Bingo Night this
year: Montgomery County Council Member
Roger Berliner (District 1) and Marc Korman,
our Delegate (District 16) in the Maryland
House of Delegates.
The event is sponsored by the Friends of the Clara
Barton Community Center, and proceeds will
support the center. Questions? Call the Center
at 240-777-4910 or 240-777-4911, or visit the
Friends website at www.FriendsCBCC.org.
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Neighborly News
Shannon (Hawkins) and Matt Herrington moved to
Caraway Street with their blended family which includes
their kids Molly and Sophie Small, and Ned, Moose and
Campbell Herrington. Shannon and her girls lived on
78th Street and they convinced the boys to come out to
Cabin John from Georgetown.

mountain biking, kayaking, and cycling. Gaby enjoys
running, tennis, skiing, singing, and chasing her toddler
around. They are very excited to be in Cabin John, and
have really enjoyed the wonderful community here as
well as the proximity to the Canal, Great Falls, Glen
Echo Park, and so much more.

Tacie Fox moved from Wesley Heights (near American
University in DC) to 6630 81st Street in the beginning
of August. “We love it here! I set up my office in the
carriage house where I run a foundation that supports
Huntington disease research, and also act as a portfolio
manager for several large families. My son, Alex, 16, is
a sophomore at Georgetown Prep, where he plays on the
varsity ice hockey team and JV tennis team. He loves
sports, but he is also an avid chess player for anyone
in the neighborhood who is looking for a match. Nick,
my 13 year old son, plays travel soccer and is finishing
up 8th grade this year at WES. Both boys haven’t had
a chance to hang out with the neighborhood teens yet
and would welcome a neighborhood pick up game of
basketball, soccer, tennis, or video games, etc. when the
weather cooperates. Also, neighborhood kids should feel
free to play basketball in our driveway or play in our
backyard anytime (with or without Nick and Alex). No
need to ask. The more the merrier!”

Cabin John’s crafting group (Stitch n Bitch) meets every
Monday at 7:00 p.m at the Market on the Boulevard.
Come join in the fun and relaxation—lots of laughter,
crafting help, exciting stories, and new/old friends await!
We follow the MCPS closure schedule and will not meet
on school holidays or inclement weather situations,
including early dismissals.

Kevin, Gabriela and Kai Everette Riegler moved
to 81st Street last April from the U Street/Brookland
neighborhoods of DC. Kevin grew up in Rockville, MD,
and Gaby grew up in Northern New Jersey. Kai will turn
2 in April, and has made a lot of little friends in Cabin
John so far. Both Kevin and Gaby work in real estate
development in downtown DC. Kevin loves skiing, golf,

Community
Calendar
25.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 6)

FEB

Carl Issl, manager of the Glen Echo Hardware store,
died suddenly on February 9. He was known for running
an “old fashioned” hardware store where employees
knew the stock and could help customers figure out how
to fix a problem. He was a truly nice man who will be
greatly missed by his family, friends and the community.

Please send news about your family and/or Cabin John
residents (present, past or future!) to Judy Brookes at
judy@brookes.com or call 301.537.4165. Births, deaths,
moves, graduations, accomplishments, ongoing club
meetings, etc!

27...........................................Bingo Night

Clara Barton Center
7 - 9 pm (see p. 1)

7............................. Glen Echo House Tour

MAR

Sookie and Clyde Kunst moved from 81st Street,
where they lived for 22 years, to Maui and are living in
Wailea. Clyde is surfing everyday and working on their
house while Sookie is teaching yin yoga and Mommy
Baby yoga to raise funds for local organizations (find
out more at www.mykarmayoga.com). Their son Ben
attends Harvey Mudd in California and their daughter,
Mia, works at Amazon and lives in Seattle with her new
puppy. “People are incredibly friendly in Hawaii and we
are building a new community of neighbors and friends
but we miss 81st street and Cabin John very much.”
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by Judy Brookes

Glen Echo Park Ballroom
1 - 5 pm (see p. 1)

8.................Capitol Steps Post Prom Show
Walt Whitman High School
7 pm (see p. 4)
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Cabin John’s Robert Patch: Raising the Roof
by Barbara Martin

Robert achieved a bit of fame by becoming, at 6
years old, the youngest patent holder on file with
his design of a fancy toy truck. Articles touting this
young record-holder appeared in newspapers across
the U.S. It’s all in his well-thumbed scrapbook.

© Robert Patch

Robert Patch grew up in Chevy Chase in a
neighborhood with lots of kids. “So long ago that
zip codes were still in the future.” The Chevy Chase
families watched the development of Bethesda,
as building after building went up. He grew up as
“Buddy,” and many boyhood friends still call him
that. He was the oldest boy of 6 siblings. His father
and grandfather were patent attorneys; his mother,
a gemologist, set up exhibits all around the country
for Kay Jewelers. “There were many expensive
items on display and local police were recruited to
be guards. One of my mom’s favorite collections—
which I still have—was buttons from policemen’s
coats. She had to be persuasive to coax them to cut
off a button and give it to her.”

Robert Patch

Robert went to Chevy Chase Elementary, Leland
Jr Hi, and BCC. “I wasn’t much of a student; my
interests were elsewhere.” At age 10—not a typo—
he came by a 1956 Volkswagen convertible, which
stayed in the driveway while he worked on it. When
that was fixed up and sold, the young capitalist
bought a succession of cars to bring back to life and
sell at a profit. When he was in seventh grade, with
his friend Gary Teare, he rode the 14 miles from
Georgetown to Great Falls on his unicycle.
At 16, he got a job at Eastham’s Exxon station in
Bethesda, working a full-time shift 3-11 pm on
weekdays, plus long days on weekends. He took
auto shop classes in the summer, and seemed to be
on a straight road in auto mechanics. But a friend
nagged him into enrolling at Montgomery College,
and to his surprise, the self-professed non-student
became enthusiastic about education. After one
semester at MC, he went to Beloit College in
Wisconsin, majoring in theater and geology. After
getting his BA there, he moved to the University of
Arizona for graduate work in geology, then back to
Beloit for more classes in geology.
During his college years, he married and had a
son, Nick. The young family moved back to Chevy
Chase, into the remodeled basement of his parents’
home. Jobs were very hard to come by, and Robert

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

continued on page 5
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Capitol Steps Benefit Show at Walt Whitman High School
by Heidi Brown-Lewis
The Capitol Steps, a group of former Hill staffers
who turn the latest political fiascoes and foibles
into hilarious song parodies and skits, will perform
their one-of-a-kind show at Walt Whitman High
School at 7 pm on Sunday, March 8, 2015. All
proceeds from the show will support the Whitman
Post Prom, a safe, substance-free event that has
been keeping our kids and neighborhoods safe
after prom for nearly two decades. Purchase tickets
online at www.waltwhitmanpostprom.ticketleap.
com or email ticket requests or questions to
WWHSpostpromtickets@gmail.com.
The award-winning Capitol Steps are bipartisan
equal-opportunity offenders who take on both
sides of the political spectrum, and they always
feature the latest headlines for the freshest, upto-the-minute satire. With a new party in control
of Congress and the 2016 Presidential elections
starting in earnest, head writer Mark Eaton is
looking forward to bringing a host of new songs
and characters to the Whitman Auditorium. “We’ll
often get an idea for a topic, write it up, and it’s in
the show the next day,” said Eaton. “Our process
of writing is a smattering of everything: cast
members will have an idea about something, Elaina
[Newport, founding member] or myself will fire
ideas back and forth, or sometimes one of us will
write the whole thing ourself.” Most of their skits
take the form of musical parodies, with melodies
from classic rock, show tunes, and current pop hits
like “All About That Bass,” and “Happy.”

They’ve performed for every President since
Reagan, for senators, congressmen and heads of
state. When asked if they ever catch flack from the
targets of their satirical skewering who might be in
the audience, Eaton said “Oh no, the only times we
really get complaints are from politicians who we
DON’T mock. To most of Washington, to be in a
Capitol Steps skit is a sign you’ve really made it.”
Besides enjoying a great show at a convenient
venue (with plenty of free parking!), Cabin
Johnners who buy tickets to the Capitol Steps
at Whitman will be supporting neighborhood
families—those who have seniors at Whitman
and those who will in the next few years. Through
the creative efforts of parent, faculty and student
volunteers, Post Prom’s reputation as a party notto-be-missed makes it a nearly universal draw, free
to all Whitman seniors whether they attend Prom or
not, and it is credited with reducing the incidence
of accidents, injuries, and other serious potential
outcomes in the hours after prom to zero in the
Whitman community. But is does take money to
run, and proceeds from the Capitol Steps show are
the single biggest source of funds.
So please purchase tickets for yourself, as gifts, or
even for a Whitman teacher. In addition to ordering
tickets online, you can also get them at the WWHS
box office February 23-25, 6:30-8:00pm, or
February 26-28, 5:30-7:30pm. Prices:
Reserved Seating: $40
General Admission: $35
General Admission: Student $25 /Walt
Whitman Staff $30
Group Sales (10 or more): $30 reserved / $25
unreserved
Purchase at least 4 tickets and receive a free Capitol
Steps CD plus a $100 coupon for Limo’s Inc.
(while supplies last). If you have any question,
contact wwhspostprom2015@gmail.com.
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PATCH
cont. from page 3

had jobs as a courier (pre-fax days) and worked
for Mark Peyton’s tree service. He bought a lot in
Takoma Park, and armed with several books on
construction, plus a generous load of courage and
confidence, built his own house. It took 18 months,
working around his paying job as a museum tech at
the Smithsonian.
Then came a job as layout engineer for a concrete
construction firm, “a muddy, dirty job.” Asked how
he got hired for all these varied jobs, he told me
“Whenever I was asked if I could do something I
always said yes; that didn’t mean I had done it, just
that I could.”
The Takoma Park house was filling up. Son Nick
was born in 1982; son Sandy (Alexander) in 1984;
daughter Katie in 1988. Robert took a real estate
course, became certified, and got very lucky by selling
the house of Family A (who needed more room) to
Family B (who wanted to downsize), and vice-versa,
collecting very nice commissions on both. “I’m afraid
I still had a lot of wild-child in me; instead of being
the responsible family man, I bought a $15,000 gold
Mercedes.” For his family’s enjoyment, he bought two
lots in Port Tobacco, southern Maryland, and set up
two campers; the kids loved camping out.
About this time, Robert and his wife separated and
at their divorce, he was given custody of the three
children. He moved to 83rd Street, Cabin John,
in 1988. This was not a good time for housing
construction, and he decided that remodeling would
be the best profession—specializing in kitchens
and baths. To augment his income, he began doing
hauling for roofing contractors. “After leaving a
load at the transfer station, I would leave my truck
at the roofing site, so they could fill it all the next
day. I would get on the motor scooter I had brought
along, and get home on that.”

to underbid other roofers to get any work at all. But
that has changed now. My niche is doing the more
difficult roofs—slate, tile, metal, wood—and I can
charge accordingly.” He has 11 employees working
in three crews; most are long-time employees, and he
has foremen he knows he can trust to do a top-notch
job. Some of the jobs are roof repairing, others are
replacing or putting on a whole new roof.
A typical day sees him at the Rockville shop at
6:30, meeting with all employees for overall job
planning. During the day he does estimates, orders
supplies, organizes the work. His two dogs go to
work with him every day. So far, no complaints;
hey, he’s the boss.
So is Robert Patch an all-work-and-no-play man?
Not by a long shot. In his 20s and early 30s, he
played ice hockey in a league, sometimes 4 or 5
nights a week. Racing motorcycles was a passion;
for seven seasons he took his bikes to compete all
over the eastern U.S. Starting with his pre-teen love
of old cars, he has owned literally hundreds of cars—
bought some, sold some, so the inventory changes.
continued on page 13

COMPELLING PORTRAITS
that will get you noticed on LinkedIn
and other business social sites.

www.tamzinsmithphoto.com

In 1996, Robert and Kate McLaine were married
and their son Christopher was born in 2000;
Christopher is now 14, and a student at Walt
Whitman High School. Robert and Kate were
divorced almost 10 years ago.
A quarter of a century ago, Robert decided to work
independently as a roofer, and was able to get subcontracting jobs for several local companies. Contacts
with real estate people were a welcome source of
work. At first his crew consisted of himself and three
helpers. “We did a lot of tear-downs and putting on
roofs for remodeling jobs. In the beginning I had

5

The Village News

CJCA News

by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Village News
request for funding, 2) final report on completion of
MacArthur Blvd shared use path/bike path project.

The next meeting of the
CJCA will be Feb. 25
at 7:30 pm at the Clara
Barton Community
Center.

Results of February 1 Blood Drive—The Red
Cross really congratulated us for 45 pints collected,
the most in five years. Part of the success is due
to the five donors who participated in what the

Red Cross calls the `’double-red`’ process. The
Red Cross counts them as two donors each. So,
many thanks to all of our donors, most of them
CJ residents. Plus a big thanks to the following
folk who helped with running a smooth show at
the Center: Tina Adler, Karen Melchar, Burr Gray,
Patrick McGowan, and others.

PLEASE NOTE:
Citizen Association
meetings have now
moved from the 4th
Tuesday of each month
to the 4th Wednesday of
each month.

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!
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* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry
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© Tacie Fox

WWII Veteran Danny Harris Receives Lifetime V.F.W. Membership Award

Danny Harris on the left, with his wife Margaret and Commander Phillips.

LISAN MARTIN THERAPY

Commander Paul Phillips of Cabin John V.F.W. Post 5633 presented
89-year-old Danny Harris with the Lifetime V.F.W. Membership Award and
memorial cap on January 15, 2015. During the ceremony, Mr. Harris’ proud
wife, Margaret, placed the commemorative cap on his head. Harris, the sole
surviving World War II veteran of V.F.W. Post 5633, served as a gunner’s mate
aboard the Navy destroyer U.S.S. Winslow D.D. 359 / A.G. 127 from 1943 to
1947. Harris proudly described the U.S.S. Winslow’s missions in the South
Atlantic to engage in antisubmarine warfare, and to locate and destroy German
blockade runners that were supplying much needed rubber to the German
forces. The U.S.S. Winslow helped sink three German blockade runners posing
as British merchant ships after taking the crew members prisoner.
—Tacie Fox

Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with over
twenty-five years of experience, provides
counseling to individuals, couples and families.
A Cabin John resident, Lisan sees clients at her
offices in Cabin John and Woodley Park, DC.

7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818
2607 Conn. Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20008
www.lisanmartintherapy.com

202-537-6614
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Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

Building sustainable gardens for wildlife and people since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com

301-320-2040 • mark@markwillcherco.com
Wa s h i n g t o n i a n aWa r d W i n n e r
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

The Seven Locks
Where are we? We live in Cabin John but if you
want to know where we are located, just consider
the map of our backyard Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal. Lock 8, at the end of 79th Street and
Riverside Drive, is 8 miles from Georgetown and
6 miles from Great Falls—about half way to Great
Falls Tavern from Washington D.C. That also
means we are located only 8 miles along the 184 ½
mile long Canal that courses from Cumberland, MD
to Georgetown.

erecting houses “Numbers 5 and 6” at a cost of
$725 each. Number 5 is the lockhouse at Lock 7
in Glen Echo and Number 6 is the stone house
at Lock 8 in Cabin John. Today, perhaps to make
it less confusing, the lockhouses closest to us
are referred to like the locks—Lockhouse 8
River Center and Lockhouse 10. The Potomac
Conservancy, in an agreement with the National
Park Service, renovated and opens Lockhouse 8 to
visitors from May to October.

© Judy Welles

The lockhouse at Lock 10 was built with a similar
design, with two small rooms downstairs and two
rooms upstairs, by a different contractor, H.W.
Maynard, also at a cost of $725. The lockhouses
were ready for occupancy by locktenders in the
summer of 1830. The Canal Trust, the official
non-profit fundraising partner of the C&O Canal
National Historical Park, now manages overnight
rentals of the lockhouse as part of the awardwinning Canal Quarters program. Five other
lockhouses at Locks 6 (Brookmont), 22, 25, 28,
and 49 are also rented.

Lock 10 drop gate mechanics.

Lock 8 is the first of the series of locks known as
the “Seven Locks”—Locks 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and
14—which raise the C&O Canal 56 feet over the
distance of 1-1/4 miles. These are the locks that
gave the name to Seven Locks Road. In the mid1800s when the C&O Canal was built, Seven Locks
Road was the name for what is now Persimmon
Tree Road. It connected Offutt’s Crossroads (now
Potomac) to Lock 10 on the Seven Locks.
Lock 10 was a place where canal boatmen stopped
to pick up some of the grain and produce brought
by local farmers and stone from nearby quarries.
They also stopped at a store at Lock 10 that
provided them some of their own necessities. It was
not until the early1950s that the Seven Locks Road
we all know today was renamed from a state road
and the name Persimmon Tree Road came to be.

8

On March 18, 1829, the C&O Canal Company
received a proposal from James O’Brien for

Walking along the Seven Locks, look at the lock
gates on Locks 8, 9, 11, 13, and 14. They are
swing gates, like most gates on the canal, which
swing together and close to form an angle pointing
upstream toward the higher water level. The water
pressure pushing against those gates creates a seal
that won’t release until the water level balances on
both sides of the gates.
Locks 10 and 12 have different gate systems, called
drop gates, on their upstream ends. These gates
operated by turning a metal wheel that raised the
lock door to block the water or lowered the lock
door beneath the boat so it could pass. This process
was much faster than swinging the swing-gate lock
gates because it could be controlled from one side
of the canal. With many locks close together at
the Seven Locks and many boats coming through,
especially in the 1870s, the heyday of the Canal,
the lock gates needed to be opened as quickly as
possible, making drop gates important.
On the upstream gate, the locktender would use
a lock key (huge wrench) to turn the stem that
comes up through the gate. As the stem turns, it
turns small doors, called wickets or paddles, at the

The Village News

Register Now for Spring/Summer Classes & Camps
at Glen Echo Park for Children, Teens and Adults

© Judy Welles

It’s still cold outside, but at Glen Echo Park we’re
gearing up for spring! Registration for spring
and summer classes and camps is now open.
You’ll find classes and workshops in pottery and
painting, silversmithing and stonecarving, music
and mixed media, and much more. And don’t
forget to get a jump on summer by signing up
NOW for our popular summer camps — including
the Glen Echo Park Young Artists camp for ages
11-13 and 14-16. Browse our Spring/Summer
Classes and Events catalog online and register
today online, in person, or by phone. Winter
classes are still enrolling as well.
For more information visit www.glenechopark.org/
classes or call 301-634-2226.
—Jenni Cloud

Lock 10 facing upstream.

bottom of the gates. The wickets allow water to fill the lock and the boat rises.
Once the water level in the lock is the same as the water level upstream, the
upper gates can be opened and the boat can continue on to the next lock.
Drop gates made the Seven Locks a unique part of the
C&O Canal. But another distinction was that women
served as lock tenders here, a rarity and highly debated
by the C&O Canal Co. In 1835, the C&O Canal Board
of Directors ruled, with a rationale of efficiency, that
all women lock keepers would be discharged. After all,
employing women violated the social mores of the 1800s.
Right away, exceptions to the ruling began, and several
exceptions occurred at the Seven Locks. In response to
a plea in 1835 from Mary Ross to be continued as the
tender of Locks 12-14, the Board voted to suspend its
order in her case. A month later, the directors agreed
to keep Elizabeth Burgess as the keeper of Lock 11,
provided that she hired a capable assistant.
The C&O Canal was also used to bring stone from
Seneca and other quarries for the building the Union
Arch, a.k.a Cabin John Bridge. The red Seneca stone used
on the parapet of the bridge was also used for the old
Smithsonian building and for part of Lock 10 which can
be seen today.
The canal played a key role in the early history of Cabin
John. The canal brought livelihood for its builders,
locktenders and boatmen, and a variety of products for
the developing community where many of them lived.
The canal was also annoying to the community because
the loud horn or the call of “He-ey Lock” awoke many
residents at night when boats were coming through the
seven locks.

■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Holy Eucharist
Adult Forum and Bible Study
Nursery Care
Choral Eucharist
Church School for All Ages

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

■ UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Fridays in Lent (beginning February 20), at 7:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross
Mondays in Lent (beginning February 23), at 7:30 p.m.
Contemplative Service in the Style of Taizé
Sunday, March 15, at 5:00 p.m.
Inscape Chamber Orchestra in Concert: American Aggregate
6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, Maryland 20816
301-229-3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net

www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Local Nature

by Eric Dinerstein

The Advantages of Smelling Like a Skunk (or a Dead Monkey)
by Eric Dinerstein

© Trudy Nicholson

Geneticists tell us that the split between animals
and plants occurred more than 1.5 billion years
ago. That qualifies as eons, so it may come as a
shock to all but cynics in the tradition of Mark
Twain and H.L. Mencken that we humans still
share about 75% of our genetic constitution with
pumpkins. Even more remarkable is that 57%
of our make-up remains genetically identical to
cabbages. As I paused before another famous local

Several stages of an Eastern Skunk Cabbage plant,
showing the flowers that can be seen by removing
part of the hooded structure that protects them.

plant on a cold, mid-February morning, known
to naturalists as the eastern Skunk Cabbage—its
bright purple and yellow flowering parts erupting
from a crust of snow and frozen mud—I marveled
at its unseasonal flowering effort and wondered
how close kin I was to it. Scientists have yet to
map the genome of eastern Skunk Cabbage, but
let’s put the genetic overlap at somewhere between
57-75%.
There were two remarkable features on
display before me on the forest floor, where
the similarities between Skunk Cabbage and
humans are striking: our ability to generate heat
and, at times, to emit a foul-smelling odor (and
sometimes both at the same time).
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Eastern Skunk Cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus)
is the first native plant to flower in the calendar
year. It does so in part through a fascinating
behavior called thermogenesis. Skunk cabbage,
like a number of other plants in the philodendron
family, generates its own heat. By a kind of
cellular respiration a Skunk Cabbage is able to
raise its internal temperature more than 60 degrees
Fahrenheit above ambient and melt the snow
around the emerging flower. The flower itself,
actually an inflorescence, looks like it would be a
popular choice of the landscaper assigned to plan
the garden gates to Hell. There is a thick covering
of the flowering part called a spathe and, in the
case of the eastern Skunk Cabbage, it’s a shocking
shade of purple. The inner stalk, shielded by the
spathe, is called a spadix and is bright yellow.
Clustered on the stem are numerous small flowers,
thus making the spadix what botanists call an
inflorescence, a mass of lots of tiny flowers on the
same structure. The sharp contrast of the spadix’s
bright yellow against the spathe’s encompassing
purple makes the eastern Skunk Cabbage one of
the most striking still-life portraits in our local
nature.
After the snow has melted, you’ll find the tall,
broad leaves of Skunk Cabbage shooting up like a
wild head of romaine lettuce along streams, seeps,
and wetland areas in April and May. Leafing out
occurs long after the flowering part has withered
away, its early work done. The flowering part of
the Skunk Cabbage will be familiar to anyone who
has grown a Philodendron, Monstera, Caladium,
Anthurium, or Dieffenbachia indoors.
Some studies have shown that the eastern Skunk
Cabbage’s release of heat both offers a cozy, warm
landing spot for the plant’s pollinators—coldhardy scavenger flies and bees—and helps to
spread the rather foul aroma of its flowers more
effectively. Just as warm breezes can accentuate
the fragrance of clumps of sweet smelling herbs
like lavender and bee balm, the warm air inside
the inflorescence spreads the skunk-like aroma
far and wide for pollinators to find the plant more
easily.
The western U.S. version of the Skunk Cabbage
doesn’t smell foul, but in the tropics, where every
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adaption seems magnified, there are plenty of
wild arums, or aroids, as the family is known,
that both produce heat and stink worse than old
socks. In fact, there are a whole suite of tropical
plants that emit the aroma of dead monkeys or
other mammals, the better to attract carrion flies,
a large group of flying insects that also serve as
pollinators of stinky flowers.
Easily the best and largest example of this
evolutionary path, is the Titan, or King Arum
(Amorphophallus titanum). About every five or
ten years or so, which is how frequently they
flower, the National Botanic Garden trots out one
of its magnificent specimens, arguably the world’s
tallest or largest inflorescence found in nature,
reaching up to 12 feet tall and several feet wide.
Many tropical plants are pollinated by carrion flies
and beetles, and competition is fierce, so the Titan
Arum is more clever than we may think, using its
unique odor in an attempt to reliably attract pollen
carriers in a dense rainforest.
Even without the tell-tale aroma, the Titan Arum’s
blossom is a spectacular feat of evolution, like
the fronds of a leafy sea dragon or the feathers
of a peacock, and almost as ephemeral as a
firefly’s glow. It is also one of the rarest of
nature’s spectacles—not just because of the
long intervals between flowering events—but
because the Titan Arum’s natural habitat has
been greatly reduced on the Indonesian island
of Sumatra and could be completely converted
to oil palm and pulp and paper plantations
within a decade. How tragic to think that the
Titan Arum may disappear in the wild before
the next individual, one of the last in its lineage,
flowers again. I imagine what it would be like,
not to just stand in front of the eastern Skunk
Cabbage, but to discover the Titan Arum in full
flower in the lowland rainforests of Sumatra:
after sweat-soaked hours of trudging through
the mud and flicking off leeches, to smell
something odd—a dead leaf monkey, a rotting
tapir?—and then to stumble upon the biological
reward of a lifetime. Even a short audience with
an eastern Skunk Cabbage in flower in winter,
a local marvel, is a reminder of why we have to
save wild habitats around the world, home to
such spectacular species as the Titan Arum, the
King of Sumatra. The precise function of all the
genes we share with the Titan Arum, the Skunk
Cabbage, and the pumpkin remain unknown
but let us hope that several of them code for
enhanced persistence for all of us facing an
uncertain ecological future.

The Market
On The Boulevard
Gourmet Delicatessen · Beer & Wine Shop · Bistro & Café

Great Sandwiches · Bibimbap · Bulgogi · Japchae · Noodles & more
Place for everyone! Featuring ; Great sandwiches featuring premium grade Boars
Head Deli Products. Gourmet snacks, chips, and drinks. Huge Selections of
beverages, domestic and imported beer & wine. Daily prepared meals, salads, and
snacks. International food selections. Fruit Smoothies, coffee from espresso bar, and
Flavor Burst Soft Ice-cream, Catering Menu for Party and artistic presentation of
selections.

Wine served by glasses or bottle with retail price.
Commitment To Excellence
The Market On The Blvd
7945 MacArthur Blvd.
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 229-2526
www.themarketon.com
themarketontheblvd@gmail.com
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Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Jan - Feb 2015

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance

Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
6511 78th St
6513 76th Pl
6527 78th St

List Price
$1,899,000
$2,199,900
$999,900

UNDER CONTRACT:
1 Carver Rd
$565,000
6512 81st St
$799,000
6529 77th St
$860,000

BR
6
6
6

2
3
3

FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
6
1
4
1
2
6
1
3
2
3
3
1
3
1
0

2
2
3

1
1
0

3
3
3

0
1
1

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

0
0
1
Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns
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PATCH
cont. from page 5

He took bass guitar lessons until he fell in love
with dancing. In 2003, he went heart and soul
into swing dancing (Lindy Hop, jitterbug) and
still takes those classes. “There’s always more to
learn. Different parts of the country have different
styles, for instance, New York style is different
from California style.” He was involved in the
Washington DC Lindy Exchange, one of the
dance promoters at Glen Echo Park, for 10 years,
serving as president for 3 years. He is on the staff
of the International Lindy Hop Championships in
Arlington VA, and has been in charge of sound and
lights since its inception in 2008.
Last December, he bought a home in Colonial
Beach VA, on the Potomac. It’s less than 2 hours
drive from CJ, and has a waterfront where he keeps
his two motorboats. It’s a quiet, peaceful haven
where he can relax with his visiting children and
long-time companion, Jean. Son Nick is married
and works in IT in Manhattan. Sandy lives in
New York, too, where he is a video editor at a
post-production house. Katie is engaged and does
window displays in New Orleans.
Is this 58-year-old man over-supplied with
energy? In a word, yes. Spending an hour or
so interviewing and trying to keep up with
his high-speed delivery is exhausting. But
fascinating. Godspeed.

Neighborhood Services
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references.
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and
healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their pets will
happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.
CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with
your home and home office. Member NAPO, AADMM.

Final Notice to Residents in 20817
Residents in zip code 20817 inside the
beltway are considered part of Cabin
John and, upon request, can receive
a copy of the Village News without a
subscription. If you are such a family
and wish to continue to receive the
Village News, please call Lorraine
Minor at 301-229-3515 or send an
email to cjdirect@verizon.net to let her
know that you wish to remain on the
mailing list.
—Lorraine Minor

Bethesda Coop
From our Pantry to Yours
The Freshest Food in Town!
Gourmet Organic & Natural Groceries
Fine Wine & Beer @ Fantastic Prices
Famous Firehook Breads & Pastry
Veggie Vegan & Gluten Free Options
Huge Selection of Trail Mixes & Granolas
Back by Popular Demand

Wine Tastings!

Check our Website: www.bethesdacoop.org
Join our Email List for Store Updates!

www.bethesdacoop.org 301 320 2530
Serving Our Community since 1975
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Classifieds
PSYCHOTHERAPY IN CABIN JOHN: Lisan
Martin, MSW, provides individual, couples and
family therapy at her Cabin John office, as well as
in Woodley Park, D.C. More about Lisan can be
found on her website, www.lisanmartintherapy.com,
or contact her at 202-537-6614.
BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY
are just a few things that we work on in our funfilled exercise class. Come join us at Concord St.
Andrews on Tuesdays at 9:15 am. Priced as low as
$7 a class. For more information contact Carolyn at
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.
PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU!
Daily walks, play dates at my home with new
friends, overnight stays at my home or yours—
fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. I will
pick-up and return your pet for play dates! Many
neighborhood references. www.licksandleashes.com
Lauren Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer
Support offers friendly, personalized computer
services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups,
new pc setups, virus and spyware removal,
networking and training. Appointments are
available mornings, afternoons and evenings.
Telephone and e-mail support is also available.
To schedule an appointment or learn more about
our services email support@dc-pc.com or call
Jim at 202-841-0873.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send
us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the
deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor
at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Mar. 11, for the
issue mailing Mar. 21, 2014.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles, Eric
Dinerstein, Trudy Nicholson,
Barbara Martin, Judy Brookes.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

