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Family Bingo Night Scheduled February 27
by Burr Gray

Major Celebrity Visits Cabin John in December

Young people and adults are
invited to Bingo Night, scheduled
for Friday, February 27th, 7
to 9 pm, at the Clara Barton
Community Center, 7425
MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin
John, MD.
© Burr Gray

One bingo card, good for the
whole night, will cost $5. At that
price, you can afford several!
Did you happen to see this famous figure roaming the streets of
County Council Chair Roger
Cabin John the night of December 14? More photos on p. 7
Berliner will be attending Bingo
Night this year and will call some
numbers, and we expect there
may be more “mystery Bingo callers”—local
Barton Community Center, and proceeds will
celebrities. For all Bingo winners, there will
support the center. If you have any questions please
be modest prizes, to be chosen from an adult
call the Center at 240-777-4910 or -4911, or visit
table or a children’s table, as appropriate, and
the Friends website at http://FriendsCBCC.org.
prizes for all kids at the close of the evening.
Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will be available at a Enjoy the fun at this traditional Cabin John
moderate price.
event which is co-sponsored by the Cabin John
Citizens Association and the Clara Barton
The event is sponsored by the Friends of the Clara
Community Center.

2015 Cabin John Directory Needs Your Help!
by Susan Roberts
Production work is underway for the new Cabin
John phone directory. This is a big project and there
are many ways you can
pitch in to help. The
most creative way is to
help us come up with
a new and interesting
Neighborly News.............................................
cover. What image or
images make you think
Profile: Jami Rankin........................................
of your community
of Cabin John? We
CJCA News.....................................................
would like to see
them. Please send us
New Clara Barton Director...............................
any kind of artwork
(photographs, drawings,
Cooper’s Hawks.............................................
paintings, collages,
digital art, etc.) that we
20817 Residents........................................

INSIDE

2
3
6
7
8
10

can review to give the directory a new look for
the new year. Digital submissions can be emailed
to tim_weedlun@msn.
com. Physical art can be
delivered to 6511 76th St.
along with a description,
the name of the creator
and return address
information. Please
submit your ideas by the
end of February.
We will also need many
volunteers to help with
collecting information
for the new directory,
continued on page 4

The Village News

Neighborly News
Congratulations to the Harris family and Whitman
High School! Both the Whitman men’s and
women’s soccer teams won the state championships
in November. Big news, but even bigger news is
that the Harris family of Cabin John had a child on
each of the teams. Alex Harris, a senior, played
for the men’s team, and Ellie, a sophomore, for
the women’s team. This may be unprecedented to
have two teams from the same high school win
the championship in the same year with a sibling
playing for each of them.
Surrounded by his family, Thomas Sidney
Davenport passed away at his home in Cabin John
on November 21, 2014. Tom was a committed
development professional, a passionate adventurer,
and accomplished athlete and a loving husband,
father, brother and son. His most memorable
adventure was his ‘FromEnd2End’ 2008/2009
expedition to the South Pole when he traveled on
cross country skis from the coast of Antarctica
to the South Pole over three months. He returned
to the coast by kite skiing, once of the few times
that the round trip had been done in that manner.

by Judy Brookes
Reaching the South Pole was a personal challenge,
a way to fulfill his lifelong fascination with cold
weather exploration, and a way to raise money
to support cancer research after his diagnosis of
colorectal cancer.
He is deeply missed by his wife, Gail, his son,
Ryan, his mother, sisters and many other friends
and family. Tom’s life was celebrated at a gathering
on December 6.
Cabin John’s Stitch n Bitch crafting group meets
every Monday at 7:00 p.m at the Market on the
Boulevard. Come join in the fun and relaxation- lots
of laughter, crafting help, exciting stories, (actually
no bitching so far!), and new/old friends await!
Please send news about your family and/or
Cabin John residents (present, past or future!) to
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com or call 301537-4165. Births, deaths, moves, graduations,
accomplishments, ongoing club meetings, etc!

JAN

Community
Calendar

28.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 6)

The Cabin Joes—Cabin John’s Wednesday morning coffee group—had a farewell
brunch for Kathy Siefken, who recently moved to Chapel Hill, NC with her husband
David after 26 years in Cabin John. (L. to R. back row: Linda Green, Karen Nolan,
Susan Roberts, Clare Amoruso, Meredith Griggs, Elaine Hornauer, Susan Gelb,
Joanne Hirsh, Janet Dence; front row: Judy Welles, Susan Stewart, dog Chester
Welles-Shank, Kathy Siefken, Lorraine Minor, Stephanie Smart.)
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1............................Cabin John Blood Drive

Clara Barton Center
10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 7)

27...........................................Bingo Night

Clara Barton Center
7 - 9 pm (see p. 1 and p. 11)
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Jami Rankin: Real Estate Expert, Nature Lover
by Stephanie Smart

After she and her husband bought a house
in Cabin John Gardens in 2000, Rankin first
spent four years serving as a volunteer on the
development’s seven-member Board of
Directors. She became the manager in 2010.
It is a paid, part-time position. As manager,
Rankin makes sure that all the contracts are in
place to have the roads plowed in the winter
and maintain the community’s infrastructure,
among other duties. She also handles leasing
out several rentals that Cabin John Gardens
owns and she serves as a liaison between the
membership and the Board of Directors.
Cabin John Gardens has an unusual position in
Montgomery County, and the entire country—
it is a single-family co-op. That means that
the co-op, which began in the late 1950’s,
owns all its own roads, land, and plumbing
infrastructure. So, Montgomery County does
not plow the Co-op’s roads in winter. Also,
Cabin John Gardens does not actually fall
under WSSC’s jurisdiction, Rankin said.
If there is a water main break or plumbing
problems between a house and the street, the
manager and board must figure out a solution.
Only the plumbing inside the houses is handled
by the individual homeowners, Rankin said. If
a homeowner has a problem with discharge for
the sewer for example, the board and manager
arrange the repairs.
continued on page 5

© Jami Rankin

Jami Rankin manages Cabin John Gardens, the
100-home area immediately after the Union Arch
Bridge. The development was built by the Navy
after World War II. Before 1939, its 19 acres were
part of the grounds of the Cabin John Bridge Hotel.
In November 2014, Cabin John Gardens completed
a $900,000 road paving project that also gave the
development concrete curbs throughout for the first
time in its history. Rankin, the previous managers,
and the former and current board members worked
on the paving project for more than ten years,
Rankin explained. The development’s leaders first
began considering the project in the early l990s,
Rankin said. To pay for the project, Cabin John
Gardens sold two of the houses it owned as rental
properties, Rankin explained. “The paving project
has made a huge difference, aesthetically, in the
community,” she said.

Jami Rankin

Bethesda Coop
From our Pantry to Yours
The Freshest Food in Town!
Gourmet Organic & Natural Groceries
Fine Wine & Beer @ Fantastic Prices
Cold & Flu Season Remedies
Veggie Vegan & Gluten Free Options
Valentine’s Day Cards Candies & Gifts
Back soon by Popular Demand

Wine Tastings!

Check our Website: www.bethesdacoop.org
Join our Email List for Store Updates!

www.bethesdacoop.org 301 320 2530
Serving Our Community since 1975
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DIRECTORY
cont. from page 1

especially with updating all residential information.
We will be subdividing streets and asking
volunteers to go door-to-door to collect the data.
If you are able to volunteer for a few houses or
a street, please contact me at susanroberts487@
gmail.com. The data collection and organizing

takes quite a bit of time and the information often
changes quickly.
To spare you interruptions at home and to save
volunteers from the footwork of having to
physically knock on your door in February, you use
the information in the form below and send it by
email to cjdirect@verizon.net or mail it to PO Box
164, Cabin John, MD 20818. You can also indicate
if you would prefer not to be included at all.
Note that there are options for you to purchase an
ad in the directory or to have your skills or services
listed in the Local Talent section.

Cabin John Directory Coming Soon!
A new Cabin John Directory will be published this spring. We need your family’s information. All
information is optional. This info will not be made available beyond the CJ community unless someone
buys a hard copy directory.
Names:_____________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________
Children’s names: _____________________________________________________________________
Primary phone number:_____________________ Second phone number:__________________________
If you would like to appear in the Local Talent section of the directory, provide the following information:
Name:___________________________________________ Phone number:________________________
Service or profession:____________________________________________________________________
Would you like to be contacted regarding a paid ad in the directory?_______________________________
Please send this form to PO Box 164, Cabin John, MD 20818 or email cjdirect@verizon.net
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RANKIN
cont. from page 3

Homeowners in Cabin John Gardens pay a co-op
fee that covers water and sewer, homeowner’s
insurance, grounds maintenance, and property
taxes. Rankin explained that the tax records are
separated out by address and are taxed according to
the size and scope of that specific home, a system
that began about eight years ago. Formerly, the
taxes were “split up evenly” among all the homes,
Rankin said. “But then,” she said, “the community
felt that was no longer equitable as some members
expanded and renovated, so now we separate out
the tax accounts.” Rankin estimates that about onehalf of the homes have been renovated.
In addition to managing Cabin John Gardens,
Rankin is also a real estate agent with Keller
Williams Capital Properties. She began selling
real estate in the DC area in the early 1990’s,
after graduating from Gettysburg College in
Pennsylvania, and moving to the DC area along
with some college friends. Having majored in
English and Women’s Studies, she’d hoped to work
on Capitol Hill, but ended up managing a bakery in
Rockville. One of the customers encouraged her to
try selling real estate, hired her, and Rankin found
she loved the business from the beginning. “Buying
a house is one of the biggest things a person will
ever do. Really getting to know people and helping
them find what they need, at whatever point they
are in their life has become a passion of mine,”
Rankin said.
Rankin and her husband, George Stratakos, met
at a Washington Capitals Hockey game, and in
2000 bought one of the small houses in Cabin John
Gardens. Their daughter, Bailey Stratakos, now
12, has lived in Cabin John Gardens her entire life.
They completely renovated the house in 2005 and
it now it has five bedrooms and 3½ bathrooms.
Going through the renovation process, and serving
on the Board and as manager, has given Rankin an
exceptional understanding of the co-op. As a result,
she has been involved in a significant number of
home sales in the Gardens in the past decade.
When Rankin and her husband moved into Cabin
John Gardens there were many original families;
most people were older and there were few children
in the development. Now, however, there are many
young families. “The dynamics have changed over
the years,” Rankin said. “People often move to this
area planning for the future—knowing they can
send their kids through the county public schools.
Cabin John Gardens attracts people because it is an
affordable option in a good location.” The fact that

the homes are single-family homes gives people an
option to do what they want with the houses, she
said. People move in and then go on to renovate the
houses to fit their needs, Rankin explained.
Traditionally there was not much turnover in the
Gardens but in 2014, several houses changed hands,
Rankin said. She stated that the increasing use of
the internet in real estate has played a significant
role in increasing sales in the co-op. Now, buyers
can find listings on their own by using the internet.
“Cabin John Gardens, especially in the last five or
seven years, has become a place people consider
more often than when I moved here 15 years
ago,” Rankin said. ”Having a real estate agent
who understands how a single family house coop works, who understands the neighborhood is
important,” she added.
Rankin, her husband, and daughter like the small
town feel of Cabin John, as well as its convenience.
Her husband was born in Greece and moved to
Arlington, Virginia, as a child. His parents owned a
Rockville restaurant called “Little Pig’s Barbeque.”
His mother, who is in her late eighties, and one
continued on page 13
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Ellen Wilner
A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!

202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com

301-718-0010
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CJCA News

The next meeting of the
CJCA will be Jan. 28
at 7:30 pm at the Clara
Barton Community
Center.

PLEASE NOTE:
Citizen Association
meetings have now
moved from the 4th
Tuesday of each month
to the 4th Wednesday of
each month.

by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Village News
request for funding, 2) final report on completion of
MacArthur Blvd shared use path/bike path project.
Festive CJ December Holiday Party—Many
thanks to the usual suspects and new helpers who
contributed in making another fine CJ Holiday
Party. Before going down the list, special thanks
goes to Amy and Gwen Arbetman who helped
with the decorations, prepared the goody bags for
the kids, and managed the kids’ crafts table during
the event. They receive the CJ Royal Order of
Merit. Our other trusty workers included: Greg
Pawlson and Jean Johnson – all around assistance;
Decorations – Robin Gurley and Elaine Hornauer;
Kids’ Crafts – Gwen and Amy Arbetman; Music/
Caroling – Susan Roberts; Tables & Chairs setup –
Burr Gray; Food Setup and Management – Marcy
Harrison and Jean Johnson; Food Pickup – Clare
Amoruso – sushi and subs (Glen Echo Subs
always gives us a good deal on these); Rachel

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS
January 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014

Gray – pizza; Goody Bags Handout – Santa (along
with Chief Seavey, Mary Morgal, Liam Black
and other firefighters from CJ Fire Department);
Christmas Tree Pickup – Larry Heflin; and finally
Cleanup – many people assisted with this. Thanks
to all. We really had a great turnout which made
for a very festive occasion. We always have great
support from the local merchants, both with food
and raffle items. In the food department, the
partygoers benefited from food from the Bethesda
Coop (lots of cheeses, salami & crackers - Helen
Atkocius manager), Glen Echo Sub Shop (subs and
pizza – Brad Siegel manager), and KanPai Sushi
(Katz Toyota manager). We added a fourth sushi
tray this year. Most excellent! The usual raffle
featured gift certificates and items donated by the
merchants along with the winners. The raffle, which
is organized by Clare Amoruso, raised $435 for the
kids’ Christmas gift program run by the non-profit
So Others Might Eat (SOME). An outstanding
effort! Lori Reickelman manages the annual effort
within Cabin John, which arranges for local CJ
residents to get gifts for the children that SOME
assigns to our community.

Beginning Balance (1/1/14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,654.00
INCOME
Display Advertising
Classified Advertising
Neighborhood Services
Subscriptions
CJCA includes donation letter mailing
Total

$8,027.35
565.00
240.00
330.00
2,600.00
------------$11,762.35

EXPENSES
Printing*
Mailing Expenses (USPS):
Monthly Mailing/Fee
Stamps
PO Box Rental
Bank Service Charge
Total

$9,497.06

PA I N - F R E E P O R T R A I T S
for branding, business, social media,
websites, blogs & online dating.

www.tamzinsmithphoto.com

2,120.00
10.50
106.00
12.00
-----------$11,745.56

Serving Cabin John
Since 1991!

TOTAL OF INCOME MINUS EXPENSES . . . . . . . . . . $16.79
ENDING BALANCE (12/31/14) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,670.79
*Includes printing the addresses on the newsletters and taking
them to the Bulk Mail Center in Gaithersburg.
Submitted by:
Lorraine Minor
Business Manager, CJVN
10 January 2015
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* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Windows & Doors
* Remodeling and Carpentry

240-498-1803
MHIC 39468

www.go1stchoice.com

Insured
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Raffle Item Donated
Winner
Wild Tomato (dinner for four)
Karen Schliep
Eleanor Balaban Basket
Nikki Layser
Mickie Simpson gift basket
Carolyn O’Reilly
$50 Kanpai Sushi
Elaine Hornauer
$50 Firehouse Cleaners
Betsy Lawrence
$50 Glen Echo Hardware
Erica Schott
$50 Co-op Membership
& basket
Jodie Bettencourt
$50 Market on the Boulevard
Marcy Harrison
$50 Glen Echo
Pizza and Subs
Patrick DeGravelles
Hughes Landscaping
Christmas tree
Rick and Deb Duffy
Donated Christmas Tree
Sherri Heller

Shavonyuette Dotson has been named new director at the Clara Barton
Center taking over for the retiring Modestine Snead. She was recently the
director of the Boys & Girls Club in Manassas, VA. Shavon has a dual
degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in Women’s Studies and
Theater Arts and is also a candidate for a Master’s in Public Administration
from the University of Phoenix.
Shavon is thrilled to be working at the Clara Barton Community Recreation
Center and is excited about implementing some new and interesting
programs. She is already aware that many in the Cabin John community do
not fully utilize the center at the corner of MacArthur Blvd and 75th Street.
The Center is home to several programs such as “Senior Sensations,”
a program designed for active adults ages 55 and older which meets on
Mondays and Wednesdays, and a myriad of courses such as Senior Shape,
Tai Chi, Senior Weight Training, Zumba, Bone Builders, and Karate. There
are also lots of community events that occur in the building as well.
Shavon has already begun meeting with community members to discuss
more ways the Center can meet the needs of the Cabin John community.
One of her primary goals is to increase the marketing efforts of the center
so that citizens of Cabin John can get a better understanding of what is
offered at the facility to increase their enjoyment. She is also planning to
increase youth programming at the center, offer more evening exercise
classes, and provide a warm welcoming environment for all to enjoy.
—Larry Heflin

© Brian Johnson

© Burr Gray

© Brian Johnson

CJ Blood Drive—The next community Blood
Drive will take place on Sunday, Feburary 1st, at the
Clara Barton Community Center. Please contact CJ
resident Karen Melchar (cjblooddrive@gmail.com
or 229-9049) if you are willing and able to donate
blood. Time slots start at 10 am, with the last slot at
3:45 p.m. Our goal is 40 pints. As always, we can
use help in staffing the sign-in table and in helping
with setup and takedown, so please let Karen know if
you can volunteer some help whether or not you plan
to donate blood. Call 1-866-236-3276 (Red Cross
nurses station) if you have any questions regarding
eligibility to donate.

New Director at the Clara Barton Center

Top left: Santa greets attendees of the December 14 Holiday Party.
Bottom left: Assistant Elf Burr Gray smiles amidst the crush of fans.
Above: Longtime Cabin John resident Mary Morgal gets the choice
seat next to Santa. Cabin John Volunteer Fire Department Chief
James Seavey stands at the left of the back row with other members
of the department including Cabin John resident Liam Black, back
row center.
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Local Nature

by Eric Dinerstein

A grey missile shot across my backyard
heading straight for the titmice, wrens, and
chickadees piled into the feeder. The mixed
flock of species exploded into the air, all with
the same desire to escape the talons of this
local marauder. They had nothing to fear; the
hawk had spotted a more robust straggler.
It hit the Mourning Dove with such force I
could hear the impact from twenty feet away. I
thought the hawk would drop to the earth given
the weight of its prey, or worse, crash straight
into our border fence. At the last moment, this
acrobat among raptors braked, flew straight up
over the looming barrier, banked left, and made
straight for a wooden fence post fifty feet away.
The hawk, now secure on its perch, began
plucking feathers from the lifeless dove. I
regretted that I had left my binoculars inside. I
wanted to assure myself that this Serengeti-like
attack, in my own backyard, was carried out by
a male Cooper’s Hawk and not the maddeningly
similar female Sharp-shinned Hawk. Both species
of hawk are small, slightly smaller than a crow
and feature a long banded tail, grey back feathers
and orange barring on the breast, bright red
eyes (in the adults), and broad, rounded wings.
The wing and tail design make these two birds
perfectly adapted to streak through the forest
interior, horizontally, or drop straight down from a
high perch through a natural obstacle course over
and under tree branches in pursuit of their favorite
prey—forest birds.
In many raptor species, females are larger than
males, and although Cooper’s are often larger in
size than Sharpies; a small male Cooper’s hawk
can be confused with an unusually large robust
female Sharp-shinned. A sophisticated birder
can name the ten or so subtle cues to distinguish
one species from the other, but here are two easy
tips for an amateur watching from the veranda:
if the hawk in question came after the birds at
your backyard feeder in winter, you can be fairly
certain it was a Cooper’s. Most Sharp-shinned
Hawks migrate south in fall, while the Cooper’s
stays around. Moreover, Sharpies stick to hunting
in the dense forest; it’s the Cooper’s that has
learned to plunder the neighborhood feeders for an
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Cooper’s Hawk

© Trudy Nicholson

Feeding the Hawks

easy meal. Some biologists even say that goodhearted nature lovers who stock their feeders full
of sunflower seeds in the winter are not feeding
the birds but feeding the hawks.
Cooper’s Hawks are magnificent daredevils in
flight, so agile they can snatch much smaller
songbirds on the wing. One might think that this
elegant flier might have been named in honor of
James Fennimore Cooper or even Gary Cooper.
The truth is the bird was first described in 1828
by Charles Bonaparte for a friend and colleague,
William C. Cooper, who in turn was the father of
another venerable Cooper, James C., who achieved
such acclaim as a bird biologist that the Cooper
Ornithological Society bears his name.
In rural parts of the U.S. this species is known
as the Chicken Hawk. This term now has
derogatory political connotations, but at least
for the Cooper’s it has no relevance. They prefer
wild birds, ranging in size from wood warblers to
wild pheasants. And thankfully, they eat invasive
species—they won’t pass up a European Starling
in their sights.
But when they miss their target, either
native or introduced, the results have serious
consequences. A fifth of all Cooper’s Hawk
skeletons examined in a museum study showed
fractures in the chest bones.
While the Cooper’s Hawk continued to dismember
its prey on the fencepost, I began thinking of the
larger meaning of the drama I had just witnessed.

The Village News

For decades, evolutionary biologists fiercely debated the
main structuring force in the communities of birds—or any
other group of related organisms we see in nature today. The
majority of scientists considered competition among species,
in the present or even in the distant past, as the driving force
behind how species are assembled in any natural community.
The second most popular theory considered predation
as the major structuring force in animal communities.
Whether it is the preying of Cooper’s Hawks on songbirds
in the Eastern broad-leaved forests of Cabin John or the
feeding of starfish on mussels and other bivalves clinging to
intertidal rock surfaces along the Pacific Coasts—the forces
of predation shape nature’s composition. For decades, the
challenge for this latter view was that predation was rarely
seen by scientific observers. But that is no longer the case:
amazing footage obtained by patient wildlife photographers
has captured on film time and again what many biologists
suspect: most organisms in nature die by being killed by
other species. Even Sharp-shinned Hawks are occasionally
pursued and killed by their cousins, the Cooper’s Hawk.
It’s a rough world out there, even in our own backyards. And
living so close to a national park like we do in Cabin John, a
stroll along the Potomac can make you a front row spectator
for what is perhaps the most common, if little seen spectacle
in nature.

■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Holy Eucharist
Adult Forum and Bible Study
Nursery Care
Holy Eucharist
Church School for All Ages

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

■ UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS
Sunday, November 2, at 5:00 p.m.
Choral Requiem Mass for the Feast of All Souls
Monday, November 3, at 7:30 p.m.
Contemplative Service in the Style of Taizé
Sunday, December 7, at 5:00 p.m.
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent
6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, Maryland 20816
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net

www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Special Notice to Residents in 20817

MICKIE
SIMPSON
If you are thinking about selling your home, either
soon or in the future, let's talk. I have a resident's
understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation
Residents in zip code 20817 inside the beltway are
considered part of Cabin John and, upon request,
can receive a copy of the Village News without a
subscription. If you are such a family and wish to
continue to receive the Village News, please call
Lorraine Minor at 301-229-3515 or send an email
to cjdirect@verizon.net to let her know that you
wish to remain on the mailing list.
—Lorraine Minor

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson
Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

Creating D

L

elightful andscapes
utdoor njoyment
for your

O

E

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

Building sustainable gardens for wildlife and people since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com

301-320-2040 • mark@markwillcherco.com
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FAMILY BINGO NIGHT
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2015

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
at

THE CLARA BARTON COMMUNITY CENTER
7425 MacARTHUR BLVD., CABIN JOHN, MD

Young people and adults--Prizes for everyone
Come early for a good seat—
Don’t miss a great time!
Only $5.00 per card for the whole night (buy several!)
Pizza, drinks, and popcorn at moderate cost
Also: Mystery callers (local celebrities!)
Sponsored by the Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center
Proceeds go to support the Clara Barton Community Center
Questions? Call the Center at 240-777-4910 or visit the Friends
website at http://FriendsCBCC.org/
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Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Nov 2014 - Jan 2015
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
6511 78th St
6513 76th Pl

List Price
$1,899,000
$2,199,900

BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
6 6
1
4
1
2
6 6
1
3
2
3

UNDER CONTRACT:
1 Carver Rd
$565,000

2

2

1

3

0

0

SOLD:
6432 Wishbone Ter
$760,000
6722 Tomlinson Ter
$806,250
6530 75th St
$922,000
17 McKay Cir
$935,000
6714 Tomlinson Ter
$1,129,000
6604 Seven Locks Rd $1,300,000
8212 Caraway St
$2,220,400

3
3
5
5
4
5
6

3
3
3
3
3
4
5

1
1
1
1
0
1
1

3
4
3
3
3
3
3

2
2
2
1
1
2
1

2
2
0
1
2
2
2

Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality
Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns
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brother, still live in Arlington. Another brother
lives in Greece. It was important to Rankin’s
husband that they be able to drive to Virginia easily,
while Rankin was more interested in living in DC
or Maryland. Cabin John, so close to Virginia,
proved to be a good compromise when Rankin and
Strakatos were house-hunting. He now owns and
manages his own company, Cabin John Plumbing
and HVAC.
Rankin grew up in Boca Raton, Florida, but has no
family there any longer. Ten years ago, her brother
and his family moved to Damascus to be closer
to Rankin and her family. Rankin’s brother has a
daughter, Darian, now 22. Rankin’s husband has a
son from his first marriage, Dimitri, 23. Even though
Bailey is an only child, she grew up spending a lot
of time around her half brother and cousin and that
helped offset the loneliness only children sometimes
experience. Also, growing up in a small community
where their daughter could go to school with the
children she has known since pre-school has been a
great experience. “We like being close to the river,
and the outside. The sense of community has always
been really important to us,” Rankin said. “Being so
close to Washington yet feeling like we’re in a small
town is great,” she added.

Neighborhood Services
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references.
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and
healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their pets will
happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.
CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with
your home and home office. Member NAPO, AADMM.

© Jami Rankin

RANKIN
cont. from page 5

Other members of Rankin’s family include, from left to right,
son Dmitri, husband George, and daughter Bailey.

For vacations, Rankin goes to Montana every
summer for two weeks with her daughter. They go
to Big Sky, Montana, where they enjoy horseback
riding, hiking, and whitewater rafting.(Big Sky is
located between Bozeman and Yellowstone.) Ever
since childhood, Rankin always wanted to explore
Montana. When her daughter got old enough to
enjoy the experience, she wanted to go to Montana
too. “Bailey and I both just fell in love with nature
there,” she said. “Montana is so clean, quiet, and
beautiful. Unspoiled is probably the best word for
it.” They stay at a ranch near the Gallatin River,
bordering the Gallatin National Forest. Rankin, her
husband, and daughter also rent a house in Lewes,
Delaware every year for two weeks. “It’s quiet,”
Rankin said.”We like quiet.”
Rankin and her family like to be outdoors. Bailey
likes rock climbing and they all enjoy walking and
biking along the river. Rankin tries to takes a walk
most mornings before work. “It’s one of the things
I love about Cabin John,” Rankin said. “You’re so
close to DC but in five minutes you can be down
along the Potomac River. You hardly even realize
you’re less than five miles from a major metropolitan
area. It’s spectacular. It’s so nice.”
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www.cabinjohn.org
Classifieds
FOR SALE: ARCHBOLD TER TOWNHOUSE.
3 bedrooms 2½ baths with walkout basement.
Recently remodeled with marble and ceramic
baths, maple cabinets, granite and stainless steel in
the kitchen. If you know of any friends or family
that may be interested in moving to this great
community, please contact Ghina at (202) 684-8026
or gsiddiqui@gmail for pictures. Prelisting price is
$559K.
BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY
are just a few things that we work on in our funfilled exercise class. Come join us at Concord St.
Andrews on Tuesdays at 9:15 am. Priced as low as
$7 a class. For more information contact Carolyn at
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.
COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer
Support offers friendly, personalized computer
services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups,
new pc setups, virus and spyware removal,
networking and training. Appointments are
available mornings, afternoons and evenings.

Telephone and e-mail support is also available.
To schedule an appointment or learn more about
our services email support@dc-pc.com or call
Jim at 202-841-0873.
PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK
YOU! Daily walks, play dates at my home
with new friends, overnight stays at my
home or yours—fenced-in yard means lots of
playtime. I will pick-up and return your pet
for play dates! Many neighborhood references.
www.licksandleashes.com, Lauren Nicholas
cell 808-286-6556
To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send
us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the
deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor
at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Feb. 11, for the
issue mailing Feb. 21, 2014.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles, Eric
Dinerstein, Trudy Nicholson,
Barbara Martin, Judy Brookes.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

