
Volume 47 Issue 7 Serving the people of Cabin John and beyond

April 2014

INSIDE

Profile: Fran Patch ..........................................3
Soil Lecture & Film Festival .............................4
Senior Opportunities ......................................8
May CSA Begins ............................................9
Redhead Ducks ........................................10
Cabin John Commerce .............................12

Annual CJ Creek Cleanup April 26

February Bingo Night Awards Many Winners

by Burr Gray

The annual Cabin John Creek Cleanup will be held on Saturday, 
April 26  from 9:30 a.m. til noon. We’ll meet at the usual place—the 
playground/swing set area next the Cabin John Bridge—to help with 
the annual spring cleanup of our beautiful creek. Refreshments and 
gloves will be provided. Please wear clothes that you don’t mind 
getting wet. Children ages 12 and under need to be accompanied by 
an adult. The cleanup will proceed unless it is really raining hard. 
This event is being organized by the Friends of the Cabin John 
Creek (FOCJ) in coordination with CJCA. The point of contact for 
this event is Burr Gray at burrgray@aol.com, or 703-607-2740 
(work), 240-753-5918 (cell).

by Burr Gray

Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center (FCBCC) hosted 
a lively night of Bingo 
at the Community 
Center on the evening 
of February 28. 
Attendees were treated 
to pizza and drinks 
and trove of prizes. 
Proceeds from the event 
help fund some of the 
programs at the Clara 
Barton Center. 

In the photo at right, 
County Councilmember  
and numbers caller 
Roger “Never-know-
when-a-second-career-
can-come-in-handy” 
Berliner poses with 
board boy Mathew 
Velasco and FCBCC 
Board member and 
number roller Debbie 
Lange. More photos on 
pages 11 and 13.
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24 ............................ Organic Soil Lecture
 Carderock Springs Clubhouse
 7:30 pm (see p. 4)

25 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 6)

29, 30 ..........Photography Show/Reading
 River Road Unitarian
 various times (see p. 7)

April .....Various Community Center Events
 Clara Barton Center
 (see p. 8)

26 ................... Cabin John Creek Cleanup
 CJ Bridge Tennis Courts Playground
 9:30 - noon (see p. 1)

Community
Calendar

Neighborly News
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Births? Deaths? Marriages? Honors? Graduations? If you 
have news of your family, your neighbors, past CJ residents, 
please call Barbara Martin at 301-229-3482 or email 
bbeckmartin@verizon.net.
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by Barbara Martin

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

& Cabin John neighbor
Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

Real estate professional

Thank You Cabin John

In the early spring of 1973, our young family bought 

a home on 80th Street. We brought our newborn 

daughter, Alisha, who was soon followed by Michele, 

Brent, and our foster daughter, Jennifer. Our kids 

grew up helping with the Crab Feast in Bill White’s 

backyard; attending the Three- and Four-Year-Old 

School, then located at Clara Barton; and they became 

among the first of our Cabin John kids to go to 

Bannockburn Elementary after Clara Barton closed. 

After 41 years, we now-senior Morgans are moving 

to a smaller one-floor home in Silver Spring. As we 

leave, we want to thank Cabin John for being the best 

possible home community in which our family could 

live and grow.

—Ron and Cappie Morgan
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Fran Patch: Blazing Her Own Trail
by Ginny Dean

You might think that someone who has lived 
happily in one place for 51 years has little interest 
in globe-trotting. Think again. Even as a child, Fran 
Patch was drawn to a wider world.

Fran was born and raised in North Haven, CT—a 
Yankee through and through. But by the end of high 
school, she was ready to leave New England and 
transplant herself into fresh soil. So she headed for 
Hood College in Frederick, MD. One of the many 
things she found there that wasn’t in New England 
was Cephas Patch, the man who would become her 
husband. But not right away. “I had things to do,” 
she says matter-of-factly. This is a woman who 
knows her own mind. 

Post-college, she considered careers in psychology 
or English. Two months on the job transcribing 
group therapy sessions at a state prison for a 
forensic psychologist at Yale cured her of any desire 
to study psychology. “I’d never heard language like 
that in my life,” she explains. Her next stop was the 
University of North Carolina, where she earned a 
Masters degree in English. 

Fran’s father wanted his two daughters to have 
careers, and in those days the principal options 
were nurse, teacher or secretary. She chose option 
#2 and got a job teaching Freshman English at West 
Virginia University. But what she really wanted 
to do was go overseas—and not as a tourist. She 
wanted to live there. “Had there been a Peace 
Corps at the time, I would have joined,” Fran says. 
Instead, she applied to the Near East College, a 
consortium of American-sponsored colleges and 
universities in the Middle East. Her first trip out 
of the U.S. was to Istanbul for a two-year stint 
teaching courses in American and English literature. 
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Fran Patch

continued on page 5

Mother’s Day Specials!  
April & May only, packages & 
mini-session event. Details at:

www.tamzinsmithphoto.com

3.5” x 2”
 Maintenance, upgrades
 and repair

 Networking

 Advice and instruction
 Virus/spyware protection 
 Internet safety and parental
 controls

www.dhandyman.com
support@dhandyman.com240-447-6535

Ceph, whom she hadn’t yet married, wasn’t 
pleased. But, as Fran notes, “he was a patient man.”

She’d hoped to be sent to Greece because of her 
interest in ancient history and mythology. But 
she discovered that Istanbul was steeped in it as 
well and offered so much more. The Turkey she 
describes sounds idyllic. She lived on the campus 
of the American College for Girls, above a small 
village not far from the Bosphorus, in a house that 
once belonged to the sultan’s jeweler. There were 
stars on the ceiling of her bedroom, she recalls with 
a smile. There weren’t any hotels yet on the Aegean 
side of the Mediterranean. If you tried to speak 
Turkish, everyone would help and were pleased 
to see you try. John Kennedy’s election took place 
while she was in Turkey. She remembers going to 
the Consulate to watch the Kennedy-Nixon debate. 
Man’s first walk in space happened then too. “The 
Turks would come out and shake my hand because 
I was an American.”
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Green Neighbors by Jennifer Jordan & Tom Rojas

March 24 Organic Soil Lecture
With Spring fast approaching and with new 
laws and restrictions regarding uses and types 
of fertilizers, Carderock Springs resident Diane 
Karlik has enlisted the help of several experts on 
organic soils and lawns to educate our community. 

Zack Kline will be giving a presentation at 7:30 
pm on Monday, March 24, at the Carderock 
Springs Clubhouse on the new laws as well as 
soil health and mechanics in general. He will be 
available for questions afterwards. In addition, 
representatives from the Brickyard Educational 
Farm will be presenting, as well as a few other 
speakers involved in organic gardening.

Please RSVP to dianekarlik@verizon.net so 
she can set up and provide refreshments for the 

Soil Lecture and Film Festival Mark Upcoming Green Events

appropriate number. The clubhouse is located at 
the very end of Hamilton Spring Court (8200) in 
Carderock Springs.

Environmental Film Festival
Did you know that one of the nation’s largest 
environmental film festivals takes place right 
here in our nation’s capital? The 22nd annual 
DC Environmental Film Festival runs from 
March 18-30. The theme of this year’s festival, 
“Our Cities, Our Planet,” will examine the 
challenges posed by Earth’s urban environments 
and the efforts of the world’s cities to balance 
environmental and economic needs.  For 
the full program, visit the website at www.
dcenvironmentalfilmfest.org.
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PATCH
cont. from page 3

She journeyed to other parts of the country during 
those two years, but also to Italy, Greece and Egypt, 
traveling down the Nile. “There has never been a 
time in my life when I learned so much,” she says 
of that time. “The experiences and the people were 
different and new. It was everything travel should 
be.” The effect it had on her was dramatic. “I was 
like a pitcher being filled with water.” 

She also came to believe, as she still does, that 
most people are very, very nice. She tells of taking 
the train, exhausted, from Marseilles in southern 
France to Madrid. The man from Algiers whom she 
was seated beside let her sleep on his shoulder, a 
random act of kindness that was executed without 
being able to speak one another’s language. 

She would have loved to re-up for another year but 
Ceph, though patient, wasn’t that patient. So she 
returned to the states and they married. He was a 
molecular biologist at NIH who loved his work, 
heading out every morning saying he was “going 
out to push back the barriers of darkness.” Fran 
maintains that after three sentences about his day 
when he returned home, she couldn’t understand a 
word he said. 

He was from Southern Pines, NC, and she was 
a Yankee born and bred, but it was clearly a 
strong union, full of mutual respect and affection. 
Fran loves to cook, and Ceph loved to eat. After 
every single meal, he would tell her how good it 
was—even, she acknowledges, when it wasn’t. 
They became active birders, looking for different 
species together. Yet this warm, kind, never-met-
a-stranger woman says with pride that she and her 
husband loved to argue. It was what she calls their 
“intellectual play”—mostly about world affairs and 
politics, and never mean or serious. In fact, they 
had a rule; the first person to resort to a personal 
insult immediately lost. 

They settled into their house on 81st Street in 
Cabin John in January 1963. It was a Sears home (a 
house that you bought by mail order and assembled 
yourself) that had been built in 1926. Their 
space needs grew, but they didn’t want to change 
communities. So they changed the house, adding 
a fireplace here, a screened-in porch there, a new 
entry hall. And rooms evolved. Ceph’s study, where 
he worked on his dissertation, became a changing 
room after their first child, Martha, was born, then a 
toy room, later Fran’s office and then a TV room. It 
worked. They stayed. 

She loved teaching, but all of the jobs were being 
filled by PhD candidates. So she got a job at the 
Conference Board’s Committee for International 
Exchange of Persons, where she ran the portion 
of the Fulbright program that placed American 
professors in schools in the Near East and 
Africa. It would provide more wonderful travel 
opportunities—back to Turkey, but also to Cyprus, 
Lebanon, Ghana and Liberia. When her son, Nate, 
turned two and Martha was four, she decided she 
didn’t want to be away from them and turned her 
considerable energies to local activities.

Clara Barton Elementary School had closed, 
merging its small-fry population with that of 
Bannockburn Elementary and thereby displeasing 
many of the parents in both areas. She had served 
as secretary of the Cabin John Citizens Association, 
and now volunteered as chairman of the Board of 
Community Representatives, composed of parents 
from Cabin John and Bannockburn. Its goal was to 
support the teachers and the school and to do local 
projects that would help unite the two communities. 
The crisis passed. She was also active in PTA and 
was a Girl Scout leader, doing a lot of camping and 
herding of little-bitty people. 

She was doing part-time work out of her home 
for friends who had founded Counterparts, a 
“temp agency” for mid-level professionals who 
did writing and editing. But then her husband 
was diagnosed with cancer and she needed more 
steady income. So she became an assistant to Craig 
Dreilinger, a management consultant, who was the 
kind of boss everyone dreams about having—a 
man who gave her as much work as she thought she 
could manage, while caring for her sick husband. 
He was a wonderful boss in another way—he 
would tell her what he wanted to achieve and then 
let her do it as she saw fit. She loved it. Later, after 
Ceph died in 1990 and after Dreilinger downsized 
his business and moved it into his house on 80th 
Street, she continued working for him and held 
office meetings with him in her kitchen on Fridays. 

Fran says that Cabin John has changed in 
the 51 years she’s been here and that it also 
hasn’t changed. When they first moved in, 
the neighborhood was extremely diverse. One 
neighbor was a lawyer at the State Department. 
Another was a sheet metal worker. One was the 
Ambassador to Peru. Another ran a hairdressing 
business in her basement. But everyone knew 

continued on page 15
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of the 
CJCA will be Mar. 25 
at 7:30 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—To be announced. 
Watch Cabin John listserv for details.

Minutes of CJCA Feb. 25, 2014 Meeting—1)
Potomac Riverkeeper—Sandy Burk from 
Potomac Riverkeeper explained the purpose of 
the organization which is to ensure clean water 
in the Potomac’s 14,000 square mile watershed. 
Fishable, drinkable, and swimmable water is the 
goal. They patrol by boat and air and hold polluters 
accountable. Sediment runoff is the biggest 
polluter. The organization encourages citizens to 
volunteer as river watchers. They have an app you 
can down load on your cell phone called “Water 
Reporter”. To find out more about this organization, 
to become a member, or to donate, go to www.
PotomacRiverkeeper.org

2) Donation to Cabin John Village News—Mike 
Miller, co-editor of the Village News, requested up 
to a $3000 donation for 2014 from the CJCA to 
assist with postage and printing expenses. A motion 
was introduced, seconded and voted unanimously 
to make this donation. Judy Welles mentioned that 

history articles from the Village News that appear 
online cannot be searched and requested that this 
enhancement be added. 

3) Donation to Friends of the Clara Barton 
Community Center (FCBCC)—Bruce Wilmarth 
from the Board of the FCBCC discussed how some 
of the past donations have been spent to purchase 
couches, window blinds, printer ink cartridges; 
fund bus transportation for the senior group; and 
buy toys and water games for the summer camp. A 
motion was introduced to give FCBCC $1100. It 
was seconded and passed unanimously. 

4) Neighbor to Neighbor Program (N2N)—Judy 
Welles and Judith Bell spoke about the number of 
senior citizens in Cabin John and what is the best 
way to reach out to those who need help. According 
to the latest census, 17% of the residents in CJ 
are over 65 years of age, the largest proportion of 
older residents anywhere in Montgomery County. 
N2N was started in Cabin John in 2009 and has 38 
volunteers, but has only received three calls for help 
in the last year. In the future, the Village News will 

have an article in each issue with numbers 
to call for assistance and with activities 
occurring for seniors. Judith Bell requested 
the CJCA to pay $25 for N2N to join the 
Washington Area Villages Exchange. 
Incidentally, N2N is for residents of any age 
who need help, not only seniors.

We Have What You Need!  
Farm Fresh Produce in Daily 

The Perfect Wine for every occasion 
Many new Local Products-including honey! 

100’s of Bulk Items & Monthly Sales 
Gourmet Cheese Salmon Bacon Olives 
Unique Clothing Cards Books & Gifts   

www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320 2530 

Bethesda Coop 
          Serving Our Community naturally since 1975 

   Wine Tastings: March 15, 21 & 22 
April 4, 18 & 19 

          Check our Website/Facebook for more dates & times 
        Join our Email List Online for Store Updates         
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16th ANNUAL CABIN JOHN 

SPRING EGG HUNT 

This year on  
Sunday APRIL 13th AT 4:00 

Cabin John Playground
(below tennis court) 

Bring a basket to collect eggs!
Please RSVP - Ollie Soria 301-229-4292 

With number of children attending 

We will provide plastic eggs with goodies 

Co-Sponsored by Cabin John Citizens Association 

Rain * or * Shine! 

Late March Events at River Road Unitarian
by Stephanie Smart
Group of Four, a large format photography exhibit, 
opens March 29, 2014, at River Road Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, Bethesda, Maryland. 
The exhibit features the work of George L Smyth, 
Barry Schmetter, D. B. Stovall, and Scott Davis. 
These artists use large-format cameras that produce 
film negatives at least 4 by 5 inches, which are 
then either printed in the darkroom or scanned and 
printed digitally. The exhibit includes both color 
and black-and-white photographs. It can be viewed 
Monday-Friday, 10 am-4 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. Call the RRUUC office (301-229-0400) 
before attending. The opening reception for the 
exhibit will be held on April 5 from 3 to 6 pm; the 
exhibit closes on May 4. 

On Sunday, March 30, historian Anthony 
Cohen will perform a dramatic narrative, “The 
Underground Railroad,” from 1 to 3 pm. Cohen, 
founder of the Menare Foundation, will trace the 
steps of runaways along wilderness trails and 
waterways to fugitive slave communities and 
Quaker sanctuaries. 

The program, sponsored by RRUUC’s College 
Access Fund, will include The Howard 
University Gospel Choir performing songs of 
the Underground Railroad, directed by Reginald 
Golden, Musical Director. 

A light lunch and dessert reception will be included 
in the ticket price. Proceeds from the event are used 
to fund college scholarships for minorities. Tickets: 
Adults are $30. ($15 tax deductible); Youth from 
13 to 18 are $15. ($5 tax deductible); Families (1-2 
adults and children) are $60. ($20 tax deductible).
Tickets may be purchased at the door. Childcare is 
available with reservation by March 16, 2013 call: 
301-229-0400, ext 104. 

River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 
RRUUC, is located at 6301 River Road (at Whittier 
Blvd.) in Bethesda. For more information call 301-
229-0400 or visit www. rruuc.org.

Richmond, VA 2007 by D.B. Stovall
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Two Neighborhood Social Groups  
Welcome New Members

The VGCG (Vintage Gentlemens Coffee Group) holds very informal gatherings at 
the Market On The Boulevard around 10:15 am on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 
Those gathering may dabble at resolving world, local or even personal issues. 
Neither coffee nor baked goods consumption is actually required. Recent attendees 
left to right: Larry Heflin, Pat Purtell, Rich Hirsh, Bob Norris, John Gelb, Don 
Hays, Walt Dence, Peter Vogt and Tim Shank. (not pictured, Phil Amorsuso)
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Senior Opportunities at  
Clara Barton Center
by Larry Heflin

At the most recent CJCA meeting, there was 
a discussion about the lack of local seniors 
participating in many of the activities offered 
at the Clara Barton Center (7425 MacArthur 
Boulevard). I interviewed director 
Modestine Snead and we came up with the 
following short list:

Tuesday April 8, 2014
12:30 to 2 pm, free event
Montgomery County Police Officer Michael 
Prather offers a talk on helping to keep us 
safe.

Thursday April 24, 2014
12:30 to 3pm 
FREE Pot Luck Lunch!  Call the Center at 
(240) 777-4910 and tell them what you will 
bring to share: each attendee should bring a 
dish sufficient for 6.

Tuesday April 29, 2014
Call for times, $20
Trip to the Botanical Gardens in D.C. Costs 
covers all transportation. Call for times and 
to let them know you are coming.

Tuesdays, April 15–May 20
3:30-4:30 pm, $70
Tai Chi classes. This 6 week session requires 
online registration at suburbanhospital.org/
events or by calling (301) 896-3939.

The Clara Barton Center is an outstanding 
resource for, and welcomes, seniors in our 
community. For assistance signing up for any 
of these activities, or rides to get you there, 
remember that Neighbor 2 Neighbor is happy 
to help. Call Judith Bell, the N2N volunteer 
coordinator, at 301-704-2421.

Started by Clare Amoruso and Susan Roberts roughly six years ago, The Cabin 
Joes, a group of some 20 women, gather Wednesday mornings at the Market on 
the Boulevard for good company and conversation over coffee. From left to right, 
standing: Susan Gelb, Kathy Siefken, Susan Stewart, Joanne Hirsh, and Janet 
Dence. Seated left to right: Judy Welles, Lorraine Minor, Susan Roberts, Elaine
Hornauer, Linda Green, and Sandy Hayward. (not pictured, Clare Amoruso)
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by Sarah Cahill

So what exactly is Community Supported 
Agriculture (or a CSA as it’s known)? In a CSA, 
the farmer (in this case Birgit and Erik Landowne 
of Kimberton Farm in rural PA) sell “shares” to 
members looking to receive a weekly delivery of 
biodynamic/organic ultra-fresh food. Each Tuesday 
they harvest the food that’s ready to eat. It is driven 
to Bethesda where on Wednesday morning it is 
sorted into member boxes and delivered to 6 pickup 
sites. My home in Cabin John is one of them!

We in return “join”, making our commitment 
and payment up front so that the farmers have 
the financial backing for the seeds, labor and 
equipment needed, allowing them to focus on 
what they do best—grow and harvest delicious, 
nutritious food!

By belonging to a CSA you know exactly where 
and how your food is grown and you are cooking 
with it the day after it is picked. Kimberton Farm 
operates year round (unusual in the CSA world) in 
two seasons – Summer/Fall and Winter/Spring.

Think about this—with just one small truck’s tank 
of gas about 150 families are receiving a whole 
box of fresh food. No airplanes, no warehouses, 
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Aerial view of the Kimberton Farm in Pennsylvania  
where Cabin John’s CSA participants get their food

Community Supported Agriculture Delivery in Cabin John

no middle men. Talk about reducing our carbon 
footprint! 

A CSA also forms connections—between us and 
the farmer, us as a community and between us and 
our food. Finally, the vegetables are amazing—they 
actually have flavor! We also get delicious eggs.

Kimberton Farms has been doing this for 25 years, 
and Cabin John has been a site for a year and a 
half. Many of your friends and neighbors have 
already participated. If you would like to join us, 
the new season begins in May. Call me at 301-
580-4088 or email me Sarah@serenitycircleyoga.
com for more information.

©
 K

im
be

rt
on

cs
a.

or
g



10

The Village News

Redheads stand out among us in the crowd. 
From historical figures like Cleopatra and Queen 
Elizabeth I, to screen stars like Lucille Ball and 
Damien Lewis, a red head, with or without out a 
crown on it, can cause a stir. 

The same phenomenon pertains when it comes to 
birder sightings. Bright red head feathers, more 
than most other colors, demand our attention. So 
it was with great joy and surprise that on Feb. 
16th I trained my binoculars along a familiar 
stretch of the Potomac and spotted a new face—a 
male Redhead Duck, his unmistakable crimson 
head and black-tipped bill gleaming in the radiant 
winter sunlight. 

of about 185 miles. Redheads are certainly more 
common in the area than this season’s shocking 
arrival—the Snowy Owl that stopped traffic in 
downtown Washington, D.C.—but rare enough 
to make even seasoned birders comment on my 
good fortune. The world-renowned ornithologist 
Bruce Beehler, a local resident, exclaimed, “It’s an 
awesome sighting. Redhead is a fabulous duck to 
observe under any circumstance.”

For most people, recognition skills of ducks 
pretty much stop at the domestic variety or the 
ubiquitous wild Mallard. Mallard ducks are so 
widespread and adaptable that they are found in 
almost every country. You can even sometimes 
detect a note of disdain, or at least disappointment, 
in the voices of seasoned birders who, when 
training a spotting scope on a pond, utter, “Oh, it’s 
just Mallards.” They were hoping, of course, to 
see a small flock of Redheads or its close cousin, 
the Canvasback. 

My Redhead Duck sighting reinforced a lesson 
I relearn every day while walking along the 
Potomac, one that I am sure resonates with 
naturalists who patrol riverbanks across the U.S. 
and beyond: if you look closely enough and your 
eyes are well-trained, you will see something new 
in nature every day. It’s recognizing what you’re 
seeing that counts. To the untrained ear, the quack 
of a Redhead Duck sounds much like a Mallard, 
even if the visual cues are plainly different. And 
that is another precious lesson, that training 
the eye and ear to the natural world opens up 
unexpected avenues of discovery. The quote that 
helped propel me to becoming a naturalist—in 
essence, to learn to distinguish Mallards from 
Redheads—was penned by the British biologist 
Thomas Huxley, who was known in his day 
not only as a great natural historian, but also as 
Darwin’s Bulldog for championing the latter’s 
views on evolution: “to a person uninstructed in 
natural history, a country or seaside stroll is a walk 
through a gallery filled with wondrous works of 
art, nine-tenths of which have their faces turned to 
the wall.”

The natural gallery that is the Potomac shore 
offers its share of masterpieces, if we only learn 
what to look for.

Redhead Alert

by Eric DinersteinLocal Nature
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Redhead Ducks, female on left, male on right.

In the 20 or so years I have been strolling the 
towpath around Lock 8 and watching birds along 
the river, I have never seen a Redhead Duck. Their 
numbers are declining nationally, likely a result of 
loss of breeding habitat in the pothole lakes of the 
northern prairies. Consulting a local birding site, 
I learned that there had been only seven sightings 
of Redheads on that day on the Potomac from the 
mouth of the river up to Cumberland, MD, a stretch 
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Pamela Schaeffer 
Real Estate Sales 
“Setting the Standard in Home Sales” 
Cabin John resident since 1999 
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
7272 Wisconsin Avenue, Ste. 100 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
Direct:  301.537.0397 
Office:      301.718.0010  
Fax:          301.941.2323 
Email:  pschaeffer@cbmove.com 
www.pamelaonrealestate.com 

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                    8:00 a.m. 
Adult Forum & Bible Study                                                                                            9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                                                      10:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                                            10:30 a.m. 
Church School for All Ages                                            10:30 a.m. 

 

■  WEEKDAY WORSHIP 

 

First Monday of the month (October—June), 7:30 p.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Style of Taizé 
 

Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 
 

Wednesday, 12 noon 
Holy Eucharist 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

 

February 28 Bingo Night Pictures Part 1
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Winners Anya Cornelius-Dobak and  
Kiran Schott at the prize table.

A view of the Bingo crowd intent on their cards.
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

Cabin John Commerce
The earliest industry in Cabin John was agriculture, 
with chickens, pigs and farm products brought to 
market by wagon along dirt roads.

The first mill of record on “Captain John Creek,” 
later known as Cabin John Creek, was patented in 
1738. It was a flour mill called Mills Use on the 
Glen Echo side of the creek. But by 1803, a large 
stone flour mill called Cabin John Mills operated on 
the Cabin John side of the Creek.

The Cabin John mill was built on land called Doulls 
Park and ownership involved some of the most 
prominent businessmen of the area, such as Patrick 
Magruder and James Offutt. G. M. Hopkins’ 1878 
map shows “James Offutt’s Mill Seat” where Seven 
Locks Road met River Road.

Cabin John Mills manufactured some 40 to 70 
barrels of flour daily in 1822, according to a notice 
in the Rockville True American newspaper. The 
mill house was 40 by 60 feet, three stories high, 
and “built of the very best materials.” The notice 
for sale of half of the property added that there 
was also a “good miller house and some other 
small buildings on the mill seat. This is considered 
among the most valuable mill properties in the 
state of Maryland.” This could have been the flour 
mill where the poem about John of the Cabin was 
reportedly found in a grain bin.

The mill suffered continuing financial problems 
and became known as “Magruders Folly.” It went 
through several owners and was last operated as a 
paper mill before burning in 1857.

Among the earliest businesses in the 1912 
development of Cabin John Park was Tuohey’s 
store, with small groceries and general merchandise. 
Tuohey’s store also housed the post office for a time. 
The store became a gathering place.

In 1932, David Tuohey applied for a license to 
sell beer and wine for on-premise consumption 
at the Wayside Store. At first his application 
was denied by the county but Tuohey appealed 
to the State Licensing Bureau. The Cabin John 
Citizens Association mounted a campaign against 
issuance of the license, generally opposing all 
efforts to commercialize Conduit Road since, 
in the words of a May meeting resolution, such 
establishments “carry with them a display of 
signs and resultant traffic congestion, etc., in the 
place of natural scenery.”

However, other Cabin John residents supported the 
application and state authorities reversed the earlier 
decision and ordered that a Class “D” license be 
issued. What became Tuohey’s Tavern and later 
Valley Inn continued for nearly 40 years.

Tuohey’s Tavern in Cabin John and Canada’s in 
Glen Echo were establishments that some in Cabin 
John and others from nearby locales visited for a 
cold beer and light supper.

According to Toby Thompson, who wrote an 
article, “In Heaven there’s no beer, but heaven is not 
Cabin John,” Tuohey ran a tight ship in operating 
the restaurant and tavern during the 1960s. He did 
not tolerate rude behavior. But ill health led David 
Tuohey to sell the tavern. Under new management, 
the Valley Inn chapter of Tuohey’s Tavern was rowdy 
and business slacked off.

By 1974, the building stood vacant and vandalized. 
Condemned by the county, it was razed by the 
Cabin John Fire Department. The property that had 
been owned by the Tuohey family and the location 
of Tuohey’s Tavern became MacArthur Plaza.

Today, the MacArthur Plaza center includes the 
post office; Market on the Boulevard delicatessen, 
My Sushi, Fish Taco, and Wild Tomato restaurants, 
and Salon Jean day spa. The current stores replace a 
bank, a video recording business, a bike store, and a 
Chinese restaurant of days past.Tearing down Touhey’s Tavern in the mid 1970’s.
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February 28 Bingo Night Pictures Part 2
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Jeanne Velasco displays a certificate to J. Brown Bakery. Number roller Debbie Lange with  
caller Harry “Let the Numbers Roll” Rieckelman 
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Feb - Mar 2014
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
19 McKay Cir $789,000 4 3 0 3 0 0
6421 83rd Pl $919,000 4 3 1 3 1 1
6415 79th St $995,000 4 3 1 3 2 1
6409 81st St $1,079,000 6 3 1 2 1 0
7605 Arden Rd $1,295,000 5 4 1 4 1 1

UNDER CONTRACT:
6525 80th St $985,000 6 4 0 2 3 0
6409 81st St $1,150,000 5 5 1 4 2 2
8010 Riverside Dr $1,449,000 4 3 0 4 1 0

SOLD:
6525 77th St $650,000 3 1 0 3 0 2
6404 Little Leigh Ct $1,090,000 5 4 1 3 2 2

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their pets will 
happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. 
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money 
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with 
your home and home office. Member NAPO, AADMM.

PATCH
cont. from page 5

everyone. She says she feels like a newcomer 
in comparison to neighbors who have lived here 
all their lives, but she’s been here long enough 
to remember Trav’s Tavern, Touhey’s bar before 
it burned down, and the two old ladies who ran 
the post office out of their house. Although the 
community is more homogeneous today, the 
neighborliness remains. It’s still a little village. 
Residents on the street hold a progressive dinner 
in the winter and a block party in the summer. 
There’s a book club. People wave when they 
see their neighbors drive by or they stop to visit. 
They don’t interfere in each other’s life, she 
explains, but they’re there if you need them. 
“After back surgery, I was fed for two weeks by 
the book club. I couldn’t stay here now without 
the kindness of my neighbors and the support of 
my children.” 

The back surgery and shoulder problems have 
hindered her mobility, but Fran now has a scooter 
that allows her to do what she wants. And what 
she wants is to stay active. “Life is smaller, but 
it’s still interesting. And it’s filled with supportive 
friends and neighbors.” She does water aerobics 
twice a week at Sibley Hospital, has a weekly 
movie night with a friend, loves to read, still 
belongs to the book group, and tends to her 
cat, Eleanor (of Aquitaine). On Thursdays, she 
volunteers at the zoo, running the panda cam, and 
says it’s a luxury to sit for three hours and just be 
quiet and observe. “People call it my Panda Zen. 
Whatever else is on my mind goes away.”

Then there’s her family to round out an already-
rich life. Her two children come every weekend 
to visit and do chores. Martha, who lives in 
Fairfax with her husband and two children, is an 
economist at the American Chemistry Council. 
She and Fran go to the symphony on occasion 
and dine out. Nate, who has one daughter, lives 
in Silver Spring and is an archivist specialist 
at the National Archives. He and his mother 
play cribbage. “They turned into interesting, 
nice grown-ups,” she says, sounding pleasantly 
surprised. But, of course, they were raised by two 
interesting, nice grown-ups.

The impulse that drove Fran to experience the 
world when she was young hasn’t deserted her. 
It’s impressive and heart-warming to see the 
excitement in her eyes about what’s just around the 
corner, literally and figuratively. Fifty-one years 
ago, she made Cabin John her home and, she says, 
she wouldn’t give it up for anything.

CreatingCreatingDelightful Landscapes
for your Outdoor Enjoyment

Delightful Landscapes
for your Outdoor Enjoyment

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

Building sustainable gardens for wildlife and people since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com
301-320-2040  •   mark@markwillcherco.com

Wash ingtonian aWard  Winner
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164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Apr. 9, for the 
issue mailing Apr. 19, 2013. 

Volunteers who make the 
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Do you have more space in your home than you need? 
Empty nester or travel frequently and don’t want to leave 
the house unattended? You could rent that extra space! 
Cabin John renter for many years is looking for private 
space with private bath. Impeccable references, including 
current landlord of three years. Quiet, dependable, 
considerate. Please e-mail Carolyn at cdcabinjohn@
gmail.com

BATHROOM REMODELING AND REPAIR 
American Bath Inc., family owned and operated, over 25 
years of experience in Mont. Co. In 2013, over 48% of 
our business came from referrals and repeat customers. 
MHIC licensed. Call for free estimate, references 
available. 301-586-8100. www.americanbath.net 

BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY are just 
a few things that we work on in our fun-filled exercise 
class. Come join us at Concord St. Andrews on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 9:15am. Priced as low as $7 a class. For 
more information contact Carolyn at CarolynEvans728@
gmail.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES— DC/PC Computer Support 
offers friendly, personalized computer services to 
local residents. Services include maintenance, repairs, 
upgrades, tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and spyware 
removal, networking and training. Appointments are 

available mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone 
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about our services email 
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

CLEANING LADY  Since one of her clients is 
moving, my wonderful cleaning lady and her helpers 
have some space. She is Christina Hernadez 240-338-
1600 cell, 301-528-8797 home. She brings her own 
equipment and supplies, and she is totally honest and 
thorough. Barbara Martin 301-229-3482  and many 
other local references.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Hey, change it up a bit 
and have your dog meet new friends to walk with and 
play, overnight stays at my home or yours—fenced-in 
yard means lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return 
your pet for playdates! Your pet will thank you! Many 
neighborhood references available. Taking spring break 
reservations. Lisa Charles new cell 301-326-3260

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send us 
your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the deadline. 
If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor at (301) 
229-3515.


