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43rd Annual Crab Feast, Sept. 8, Begins at 2 PM
by Tina Rouse
It’s time to mark your calendars for Cabin John’s
43rd Annual Crab & Chicken Feast on Saturday,
September 8, from 2-6 pm at the Clara Barton
Community Center! A local tradition since
1970, this annual event allows Cabin Johners to
celebrate their community spirit with old friends
and new. Highlights include delicious food and
refreshments for all, live music for the grown-ups,
fun activities for the kids, and Cabin John T-shirts
and memorabilia for sale. Tickets are available for
$13 at the door, and $11 if bought in advance (call
301-320-2685).

Volunteering is a fun way to meet neighbors
and it’s really needed to make this tradition a
success. The Crab Feast is the only fundraiser
that CJCA does all year, and it enables a variety
of community events such as the July 4th Parade,
Potomac River canoe trips, and the December
Holiday Party.
Thanks (in advance) for rising to the occasion!
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BUT WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! If
you have some time on Saturday, whether you’re
a regular attendee or a first-timer, whether you’re

an adult or a student needing community service
credit, please think about volunteering. More
specifically, we need help with cleanup during
and after the event, or perhaps some chicken
cooking for an hour. Or how about mixing up
some fresh, thirst-quenching lemonade? If you
are able to help, please call or e-mail Tina Rouse,
301.229.6532 or cjcrabfeast@aol.com.

At left, Julia Federing displays her sign at the July 4th parade. At right, Forrest Minor, with flag, leads marchers.
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Cabin John’s July Week In the Dark
by Tim Weedlun
Many residents of the Washington DC metro area learned a new Spanish
word—derecho (an adverb meaning “straight ahead”)—which was used by
weathermen to describe a complex configuration of powerful thunderstorms
that blew in to our area on the evening of June 29. The massive storm system
knocked down power lines throughout the region. Of the 800,000 customers
Pepco services in DC and MD, almost 450,000 were without electricity during
its peak outage. In Cabin John, those outages continued for several days.
Local residents who had generators (which are becoming a common sight in
our area due to frequent power failures) were able to run appliances for a time.
Those without, made plans to find more hospitable accommodations elsewhere

(continued on page 13)
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Neighborly News

Billy Ward, 11, and Ryan Davison, 18, of
Woodrow Place rode their bicycles with Billy’s
dad, Bob Ward, from Pittsburgh to Cabin John, a
distance of 325 miles.
Wyatt Hughes, 15, another Woodrow Place young
man, has started a yard care business, The Grass
Barber, with the motto “The Salon for Your Lawn.”
In July, Daisy Lewis, 11, and her mom Heidi Lewis
went to England so Daisy could see her classmates
(from the years the Lewises spent in England)
graduate when she would have graduated with them
had she not returned to Macarthur Boulevard in
Cabin John. Got all that? While in London they also
visited the Harry Potter Studios and the Olympic
park and village
And although we can’t claim her as a Cabin Johner,
Olympic Gold Medalist Katie Ledecky, (800
meter freestyle) at 15 the youngest member of
the entire US Olympic team, has been swimming
for our Palisades team for several years, breaking
lots of all-time records. This summer, did you and
your family take advantage of the free swim for CJ
residents on Tuesdays and Thursdays?
How many of you were able to identify in the last
Village News the cute little birthday boy in the
straw hat? It was 79th Street’s Reed Martin, in a
photo taken a few decades ago.

Sad news that Julia and Tom Rogers are selling
their house on Tomlinson Avenue and moving to
North Carolina. One big draw is their first grandson,
newly arrived in Raleigh.
Vera Dolezal, who taught piano and violin to Cabin
John youngsters for decades, has left her house on
Persimmon Tree Road, and moved in with her son,
Emile Dolezal, in College Park.
Montgomery County Police have a program, Project
Lifesaver, which assigns transmitters to individuals
who wander or go off on their own. If you have a
child or senior or other vulnerable person who is
inclined to go off like this, contact Officer Laura
Reyes at Laura.Reyes@montgomerycouty.md.gov.
There is no charge.
Please report any news of your family, your
neighbors, or former Cabin John residents to
bbeckmartin@verizon.net or call 301-229-3482

Community
Calendar

AUG

Young people are making our Neighborly News
column this month.

by Barbara Martin

31.............Glen Echo Labor Day Art Show

Spanish Ballroom
7-9 pm
also 12-6 pm (Sept. 1-3)

© Michael Dalder/Reuters

SEP

8. ........................CJ Crab & Chicken Feast

25.......................................CJCA Meeting

Katie Ledecky, with her Olympic gold medal,
was a former champion at Cabin John’s Palisades Pool.
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Clara Barton Center
2-6 pm (see p. 1)

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 4)
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Kids, Cooks, Water Balloon Experts: Meet the Duffys
by Stephanie Smart

Rick and Deb met in Boston on her
first day of work for the Environmental
Protection Agency. He happened to
be in the city working on a short-term
assignment, also for the EPA. This
was Deb’s first job after completing
graduate school. They met on an
elevator, “and the rest is history,” they
said. After that first day, they became
friends quickly but their relationship
The Duffy family, from left to right: Deborah, Joe, Maggie, Caroline, Hannah and Rick.
really gathered steam when she came
down to DC for a work assignment,
after Rick returned to his home here. “We went on a really
nice date to the Kennedy Center,” Deb said. “That’s when I
realized, ‘This is the guy for me.’” They have been married
22 years.
In l988, before they met, Rick bought the house they live
in now. After starting their family, Rick and Deb looked
around the DC area for a bigger house. But after a while,
they realized how much they liked Cabin John and its
“small town feel.” Deb said,” I had one request and it
was that it had to be a place where I could walk out of my
immediate neighborhood. I love to walk.”
They like being near the river. Rick, who has three siblings,
especially appreciates the river and trees because he grew
up in the desert in Albuquerque, New Mexico. He and Deb
enjoy running along the river and so does their son Joe.
The two oldest children—Hannah and Joe—were on Walt
Whitman’s rowing team. Rick would like to try kayaking
someday when he has more time.
When they first met, Deb did not invite Rick to her family’s
huge Thanksgiving celebration because she thought he
would be overwhelmed by her large, extended Italian
(continued on page 8)
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They like to recycle, cook, and launch
water balloons; they are athletic; the
parents each have masters degrees, and
they have four children, but they think
they might not be interesting enough to
interview. Deborah and Rick Duffy live
with children Hannah, Joe, Caroline,
and Maggie in Cabin John Gardens.
Commenting on their life, Rick said,
“We have a lot of fun, just doing the
day-to-day stuff.”
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CJCA News

14th Annual CJ Potomac River Canoe Trip—
Though most of Cabin John was without power on
July 1, conditions were good for the 14th annual
canoe trip—blue skies and sunny, with temperatures
in the high 90’s and water level at 3.0. We met up
with our guides from Calleva Outdoor Adventures
about 9 am at Old Anglers. Things went smoothly.
Reed Martin and the Mike Liebman family were
awarded Captain John’s Run T-shirts for their past
participation in the canoe trips. Byron Bradley (a
guide who has been with us on every one or our
trips) provided paddling lessons on the river. We
headed upstream around 10:45 am to an area of fast
water (this was something new), and to get a little
practice, then headed downstream around 11:30.
It wasn’t too hard to avoid Yellow Falls by going
down another side of the island, although there
was some minor scraping on the rocks. From there
we proceeded down to Scott’s Run on the Virginia

side to enjoy our watermelon (always a big hit) and
to have our team photo taken. Alas, there was no
mystery dessert this year due to the power outage.
Lots of people played under the Scott’s Run falls
and then we left there at 1:45 pm for Stubblefield
Falls. The water was surprisingly difficult there—
very wavy—and about half of the group (4-5 boats)
went over. We learned that it’s important to always
make sure there is a boat check on each boat for
the following: things tied down and watertight,
life vests are snug and secure, people stay on their
knees coming through, and they keep paddling.
Everyone emerged in great spirits. The day was
so warm that a dunk in the water turned out to be
quite pleasant. Continuing on down the river and
got in some recreational swimming down by the
Beltway Bridge, and took out around 3:30 pm after
another group photo at the end. Our sturdy band
of bold explorers included: Mike Liebman and his
two children Aaron and Meira; Debby Dupont,
her son and his friend; Dave and Vivan McGaw;
Lynn and Richard Hopkins; John Fiegel and his son
Leland; James and Amy Bass; Burr Gray; Robert
Patt-Corner; John Butman, Patty Lee and their two
children Jana and Alexander; Reed Martin; and
Jackie Hoglund and her friend Jerry.

© Burr Gray

The next meeting of the
CJCA will be Sept. 25
at 7:30 pm at the Clara
Barton Community
Center.

Agenda for the CJCA Meeting of Sept 25,
2013—1) Presentation by Friends of Cabin John
Creek Watershed on initiative to incorporate and
gain 501(c)(3) status, 2) Presentation by Judy
Welles of her new book about Lilly Stone (see Then
& Now column on p. 6 in this issue).

by Burr Gray

Duncan, from Calleva Outdoor Adventures, gives the canoers some pointers before they board their vessels.
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There were a couple of ways to escape the heat during the day. Above,
Lynne and Richard Hopkins find relief in the shade. At right,
younger members of the excursion take a wet break at Scott’s Run.

© Burr Gray
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This year’s group of Potomac explorers pose for their group photo at the end of the trip.
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

When Carderock Springs Was Cabin John
As you go down Seven Locks Road to Cabin John,
you pass Lilly Stone Drive. For years I wondered
about natural reasons for that name, such as lilies
and stones or, if a person,
who that might be and
why a street would be
named after her. So began
my research a few years
ago and my writing
another local history,
Lilly Stone, published
this month.
Lilly Stone Drive is
a main street of our
neighbor Carderock
Springs, a community
that celebrates a
significant milestone
this year, its 50th
anniversary. Two
other streets in the
community are
named Glenmore
Spring Road and
Glenmore Spring
Way. This is because
the land that became
Carderock Springs
was originally
Glenmore Farm
in Cabin John, a
forested tract with
some pasturage for horses. Developer Edmund
Bennett purchased land from the Stone family, and
in June, 1962, the first section of Carderock Springs
opened for sale with homes priced at $35,000.
There is much more to this story. Lilly Stone was
born Lilly Catherine Moore, the daughter of Sarah
and J.D.W. Moore. Cannon fire from the Battle of
Manassas, at the start of the Civil War, was heard
in Cabin John when Lilly was born in July 1861.
J.D.W. and his father, canal boatman Capt. John
Moore, had bought 107 acres in Cabin John and
quarried some of the stone to help build the Seven
Locks and other parts of the canal near Cumberland.
Lilly attended the first public school in Cabin John,
called Friendship School. Her father and several
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other neighbors built the school in 1867. Her father
also founded the Hermon Presbyterian Church
in 1874, where she later played the organ, taught
Sunday school, and even became an Elder, an
unlikely distinction for a woman at the time.
In 1879, J.D.W. bought another hundred acres with
a farmhouse he named Glenmore. Lilly inherited
Glenmore when her parents died. She and her
husband Frank Stone (whose family farm became
part of Avenel) also owned an historic house built
in 1764 that they named Stoneyhurst. Stoneyhurst
still exists today on the left side of old Seven Locks
Road, north of River Road; Glenmore is located on
Comanche Court adjacent to Carderock Springs.
Lilly Stone was far ahead of her time throughout
her life and became one of Montgomery County’s
most distinguished residents. She was the first
woman to read a research paper to the Maryland
Historical Society. Her application to the county’s
first DAR chapter was signed by Clara Barton.
Lilly organized the first literary and art clubs in the
farming community of Cabin John, inspired the first
Montgomery County flag and achieved the 3-cent
“National Anthem” or “Francis Scott Key” postage
stamp. Her grandfather, after all, had fought in the
War of 1812.
She was the first woman to own and operate
stone quarries in Maryland and possibly in the
United States. Stoneyhurst Quarries produced
colorful gneiss and mica schist stone used in
many prominent buildings including the National
Cathedral and National Zoo and also for hundreds
of homes. But operating a quarry was not enough
for Lilly Stone. At the age of 80, she founded
the Montgomery County Historical Society. Her
writing continued into 1951 when, at the age of 90,
she wrote a series of 10 newspaper articles on early
Maryland patriots. With a passion for preserving
history, Lilly Stone made history herself.
Today, the main site of Stoneyhurst quarry on
River Road is being developed for a large-scale
condominium complex. Part of Stoneyhurst land
is now the Riverhill subdivision and property for
the Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department
Station #10 when it moved from Cabin John in the
late 1980s. The original Moore quarries, on the

© Judy Welles
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Glenmore Farm sign.

south side of River road bordering the entrance to Carderock Springs, were
filled in and reclaimed as part of Cabin John Park parkland by the Maryland
National Park and Planning Commission in 1975.
In 1992, when Glenmore’s remaining acreage and several outbuildings were
sold for development, the Carderock Springs Citizens Association worked
to save the Glenmore house from destruction. In 1993, Glenmore received
historic designation.
Carderock Springs, with over 400 contemporary homes, has been recognized
for its architecture and mid-century modernism.
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places
in 2008, Carderock Springs is a prime example of
situated modernism where houses complement and
blend in with the natural landscape.

Bethesda Coop

The book, Lilly Stone, is a story of country life
and manners in Cabin John in the late 1800s,
a family’s history, and a daring woman’s life.
My research and writing has drawn from her
granddaughter’s vast collection of family
memorabilia and photos. The book describes the
divided loyalties of county residents living close to
the Potomac River during the Civil War, and much
later, postcards and letters from Lilly’s son detail
World War I. Remarkably, World War II brings
German POWs to work at her quarry. Village News
co-editor Tim Weedlun, who designed the book,
Cabin John: Legends and Life of an Uncommon
Place, has also designed the book, Lilly Stone,
with more than 50 historic photos.
Come to the Cabin John Citizens Association
meeting at Clara Barton Community Center on
September 25 where I will give a talk and show
historic photos from the book, Lilly Stone, starting
at 7:30 p.m.

Your Neighborhood
Natural Food & More Store

Enjoy a new roster of Wine & Cheese Tastings-FREE
Join us Saturdays 1-4 August 25
September 15, 22, 28 & 29 for
complimentary Wine & Cheese
Chocolate & Charcuterie
Sample fine affordable wines from
South Africa, France, Italy,
California & MORE!
We now carry many local Microbrews

Visit us @www.bethesdacoop.org 301 320 2530
Serving Our Community since 1975 6500 Seven Locks Road
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cont. from page 3

family. But by the next year, he was an official
future member of the family. When he attended the
celebration, “I knew what she was talking about,”
Rick said. “They’re fun, they all talk at the same
time and have that great Boston sense of humor,”
he explained.

of those irises live in Deb and Rick’s yard, along
with the fig tree. “It’s a nice connection to our
pasts,” Deb said. Deb does most of the cooking,
but one favorite family dish is Rick’s enchiladas.
He makes them with special green chilis he orders
every year from Hatch, New Mexico.

Deb and her five siblings grew up in a small
town just outside of Boston. They ate wonderful
homemade Italian food and she remembers being
amazed to find that spaghetti sauce could be found
already made and in a jar. She grew up having only
eaten homemade sauce and pasta. “We grew up in
a small house, but we had a lot of fun. My parents
believed in spending any extra money on our
education,” Deb said.

Deb stopped working for EPA when she was
pregnant with their youngest child, Maggie.
For years, EPA had agreed that she could work
at home two days a week. She was one of the
agency’s first telecommuters. Rick brought home
work for Deb in the evening, and she would
go into her home office and “work as long as I
could.” Rick then would bring her work back to
the EPA the next morning. With Rick serving as
courier, “It worked out very well,” Deb said. For
a while, she went downtown to EPA one day a
week; on that day, Rick arranged his schedule so
that he could stay home with the children.

Now Deb makes her own jam from berries they
pick themselves; they have done this since Maggie,
the youngest, was a baby. Deb makes strawberry,
blueberry, blackberry, and even fig jam. The fig tree
in their yard comes from a cutting that Deb’s great
grandmother brought along on the boat when she
arrived from Italy. All of Deb’s siblings have fig
trees that come from that long-ago cutting. Rick’s
mother had irises that Rick’s sister rescued when
his parents’ house was sold years ago. Now, some

July 2012 at

REDEEMER
■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Holy Eucharist (said)
Bible Study
Nursery Care
Holy Eucharist with Hymns
Summer Church School

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

■ SUMMER MUSIC CAMP 2012
Monday, August 6 – Friday, August 10, 10:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Designed for children/youth ages 7-15, camp will be staffed by
Director of Music Tom Smith and award-winning music educators John Barnes and Laura Petersen. Lunch and a snack
will be provided daily. Tuition for the week is $350. For more
information and to download registration materials, visit the
parish website. The registration deadline is July 15.

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net
www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Now, Rick is in EPA’s Enforcement Program, as
a Deputy Division Director. He still does some
hazardous waste projects, but mainly works on
Clear Air Act and Clean Water Act issues. Rick and
Deb are really interested in helping the environment
on a personal level. “We both feel a responsibility,”
Deb said. Rick added, “Our kids and their friends
are going to have to live here for a long time, so
we do what we can to help preserve the earth.” As
a freshman in high school, he remembers being
greatly influenced by the very first Earth Day. “We
sat out on the grass and listened to seminars about
ecology. There was a lot going on at the time—the
Cuyahoga River had recently been on fire, for
example,” he said. Because of the EPA roots of Deb
and Rick, the entire family is into recycling and
conserving energy. “It’s just a way of life around
here,” Rick said. Recently, Caroline has realized
she’s much more aware of recycling than some
other teenagers. “That’s because of him,” she said.
“He’s a good example.”
Rick attended the University of New Mexico and
majored in economics. He took many science
courses, including chemistry, biology, and physics.
Then he earned a masters degree in public
administration at the University of Indiana, in
Bloomington. Rick is happy with the career he
chose explaining,“‘ I basically wound up doing
what I wanted to do.”
Deb went to Colby College in central Maine,
majoring in Geology and German. Then she got
a graduate degree from the London School of
Economics. She had already lived in London,
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having done her junior year abroad there. While
based in London, she also lived with a family in
Germany for six weeks. Deb made lifelong friends
in both London and Germany and she visited them
a few years ago with daughter Hannah. “It was
really nice to go with her and show her where I had
been. She was around the same age as I was when I
first went there,” Deb said.

Cleanup Team Restores Cemetery Trail

“Rick’s sense of civic responsibility and sense of
fun have really influenced me,” Deb said. These
have influenced Cabin John also. Rick has been
the “Water Balloon Launch Guy” at Cabin John’s
Annual Crab Feast for the last few years. The
project began when Rick was asked if he could
organize something fun for kids to do at the
annual Crab Feast. So, he came up with a water
balloon launcher that throws balloons across the
Clara Barton field. “The children seem to really
enjoy this,” he said. Deb first realized he had this
interest on their honeymoon in Hawaii. At a local
shop there, Rick bought a hand-held water balloon
launcher, telling Deb, “I have to get this.” She
said, “It was really sweet, because he wanted to
(continued on page 10)

© Michael Hyman

When she finished graduate school, she got
her first job as a scientist at EPA and met Rick
immediately. When asked what she liked about
him, she said, “I just liked his whole manner. One
thing that is really great about him is that he has
this sense of civic responsibility. He steps up to
the plate. He really did so with raising the kids. He
does what has to be done.”

From left to right: Farhad Shirzad, Wayne Black, Liam Black, Tom Black,
Angela Coppola, and Charlie Black. Sitting: David and Neda Shirzad

On June 23, the CJCA organized an effort to do some maintenance
of the short trail that leads to the historic Morningstar Tabernacle
African-American cemetery located next to the Beltway and the
Gibson Grove Church. The following CJ residents participated: Angela
Coppola, Liam Black and the other members of the Black family—
Charlie, Tom and grandfather Wayne. Also participating were Dikron
Balabanian, Nancy Pinto-Orton, Neda, David and Farhad Shirzad,
and Burr Gray. Michael Hyman chronicled the event with his camera.
Just after this effort was made, the derecho arrived and unfortunately
some of the trees and brush cleaned up by Cypress Grove neighbors
ended up being placed on graves in the cemetery. So looks like another
cleanup effort will have to be made this fall.
—Burr Gray
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DUFFY
cont. from page 9

get it to take our future kids to a field and use it
with them someday.”
It’s a family affair to make the Water Balloon
Launching a reality. The Duffy children, primarily
Caroline and Maggie, along with their close friends,
Anna and Harry Cash, fill the three to four hundred
balloons that are launched onto the field.” It’s quite
a job,” Rick said, “for the kids to fill up that many
balloons full of water. It’s nice to have the whole
family and their friends involved. We like to be
out there in the community because this is a great
place,” Rick said.
“Cabin John is such a friendly place,” Deb said.
“Everybody’s in it together. At the Crab Feast or
the holiday party, you see the list of people who
help and you realize that it’s not just one person,
but that many people get involved. Cabin John is
unique. You have the sense of a community and you
don’t have that in a lot of places, even though you
may have a neighborhood. Small towns like this are
increasingly rare. It’s very special to be a part of it,”
Deb said.
Rick found the house they live in. He lived in
DC and periodically came through Cabin John to
get to the beltway. When he heard that there was
something available in Cabin John, he told the
realtor he was interested. He and Deb eventually
decided to renovate the house; they all had to
move out for six months, and Caroline, the third
child, was born during that summer. They moved
back after Thanksgiving. Deb said, “It was an
adventure.” A lot of sweat equity went into the

Creating D

L
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utdoor njoyment
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Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

Building sustainable gardens for wildlife and people since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com

301-320-2040 • mark@markwillcherco.com
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renovation with Rick painting the entire house
interior and doing much of the third floor work
himself.
Hannah, the oldest, is going into her junior year at
College of Charleston, in South Carolina. Joe will
start at University of Maryland this fall. Caroline
will be a junior at Whitman and Maggie will be
a freshman there. They all attended Clara Barton
Center for Children, then Bannockburn, Pyle, and
Whitman. One of the reasons that Rick and Deb
wanted to stay in the area was because of the good
public schools.
Deb now works at Clara Barton Center for
Children, and is a teacher in the two year old class.
Three of their four children went to preschool there,
and Hannah, the oldest, went to the after-school
program. Deb always knew she liked kids, but
when she had her own she realized just how much
she liked spending time with them and working
with them. “I really enjoy the age I teach, also,” she
said. “Some people think I’m crazy but I think that
two is a terrific age.” Also, she loves “just being a
part of the community here.” Anywhere she goes,
it seems that kids know her—at the store, the pool,
the mall. “I love running into them. I get a lot of joy
being with the kids,” Deb said.
Caroline is very active in drama at Whitman and
will serve as associate producer for all the shows
coming up this year. She’s always been creative,
explained her parents, and has enjoyed making
things since she was a little girl—out of tin foil,
paper towels, scotch tape. She recently made a
fantastic reticulated arm, just for fun. It’s made
out of foam, plastic, and plastic studs. “I’m always
in awe of what she comes up with,” said Deb. Her
parents have been “very supportive,” Caroline
said. They encouraged her projects over the years.
“I bought a lot of tape!” Deb said.
Joe is an excellent guitarist and is in a band
called Fyoctopus with three Cabin John friends
he’s known since kindergarten. He and the band
performed at the Whitman Talent Show during his
senior year.
All four Duffy children have followed Rick and
Deb’s example of volunteering. A requirement to
graduate from public high school in Montgomery
County is to have spent a minimum of 75 hours
doing community service. Both Joe and Hannah
earned awards for volunteering more than 300
hours each. Caroline and Maggie are well on
their way to 300 hours also. “We hope that we
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have instilled in them that you have to contribute,”
Rick said.
Hannah spent much time volunteering as an aide
at Sibley Hospital as well as at Discovery Creek
Summer Camp. She is currently very involved
in her sorority at college and recently attended
its national convention in Atlanta. Among other
places, Joe volunteered at Clara Barton Center for
Children. Caroline and Maggie have volunteered
at Manna Food Bank and you can also find them
face painting at the Crab Feast with their friends
every year.
Maggie likes sports, including soccer and
basketball. Rick has coached her basketball team
since she was in second grade. It is a Montgomery
County Recreation Team. “I try to get them to
play to their potential,” Rick said. He often gives
Maggie tips in the car, before and after games; these
tips are not always welcome. Maggie is excited
about attending Whitman in the fall.
Rick takes the Ride-On Bus, then the subway
to the EPA downtown, and Deb walks to Clara
Barton. Her job schedule has meshed well with
the children’s schedules. “It was a big thing to me,
especially when they were in elementary school, to
be home when they got home,” she said.
For vacations, every few years, Rick likes to make
a cross-country driving and exploring trip. The
family used to visit New Mexico more often when
Rick’s parents were alive. But recently, when Deb
and Hannah went to England and France, he took
the other three children to Colorado, New Mexico,
Arizona, and Utah. Once, he and Deb’s father
drove to the “end of the road” in Alaska, eventually
reaching the town of Deadhorse, on Prudhoe Bay.
They had driven more than 500 miles on the dirt
roads north of Fairbanks, along the pipeline. “It was
beautiful,” Rick recalled. Deb’s dad had dreamed
about doing this for years. When they finally got

there, they took off their shoes and put their feet in
the Arctic Ocean. Even in mid-July, Rick said, “It
was really cold!” They also fished while there and
found themselves putting on sunscreen at 11 pm
because of the intense sun.
For their next vacation, they are thinking of going
to Martha’s Vineyard , but with the kids working,
it’s hard to find the time. “There’s a lot of good
ice cream up there,” Rick said. The family enjoys
flying kites on the beach near Martha’s Vineyard.
For summer 2012, Maggie was a counselor at a
summer camp at Palisades Pool for ages 7 to 10;
Caroline worked for a catering company that sells
food at the snack bars for River Falls and Palisades
pools; Joe was a life guard at an area pool. Hannah
worked in a retail store and also volunteered for the
second year at the Obama campaign.
Rick enjoys playing golf when he has time and Deb
likes to knit hats and sweaters. She designed a pink
ribbon sweater for her sister, who is a breast cancer
survivor. Deb has copyrighted the sweater design.
When each child graduates from high school, Deb
makes them a DVD of various snapshots that
show them growing over the years. “It shows how
nice it has been, and how quickly time has gone
by,” Deb said. In Maine, they visit the picturesque
Nubble Point Lighthouse whenever they go, and
they always take a picture there.” Comparing the
pictures over time, you can see how the children
and we have changed,” Deb explained.
The only somewhat challenging thing about having
children, they both agreed, is trying to juggle
everyone’s schedule and getting people where they
need to be on time.
“We really enjoy our kids. We never want them to
leave,” Deb said. “It’s not always easy, but I don’t
think of parenting as a challenge. We love having
them around.”
HANDYMAN
LIVING IN YOUR NEIGBORHOOD
Electrical • Painting • Carpentry • Plumbing
Decks • Roofs Gutters • Drywall • Tiling
Masonry • Power Washing & Sealing

Bathroom, Kitchen
and Basement Remodeling
References from your Neighbors
Insured
Free Estimates

Hemy

973-432-2287 (c)
301-229-1450 (h)
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PLEASE JOIN US!
Personal Training – Pilates – Group Exercise
Classes – Spinning – Fitness Center
…and so much more!
PRESENT THIS PASS FOR A FREE CLASS OR
WORK OUT!
7687 MacArthur Blvd ▪ Cabin John ▪ MD ▪ 20818
301.229.0080 phone

Do You Recognize
This Cabin John Sight?

Hint: It might have once been used
by the young lady pictured on p. 2
The answer is on p. 15.
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OUTAGE
cont. from page 1

July 5, almost a week after the storm, most of Cabin
John was up and running again.
On July 20, the Maryland Public Service
Commission, rejected $50 million of the $68 million
rate increase Pepco was requesting. Undeterred by its
rapidly deteriorating public relations problem, Pepco
announced its plans to ask for another rate increase
in the fall.

Work crews didn’t get to work on this fallen branch at
76th and Arden until the evening of July 4.

or stayed put in the sweltering heat and threw away
hundreds of dollars of spoiled food.
Neighbors who found ways to charge their mobile
devices kept each other informed of the power
situation through the Cabin John Yahoo listserv.
As they shared angry tales of Pepco’s woefully
disorganized customer communication system
(inaccurate maps, faulty robocalls, no estimates of
power restoration time) a different kind of storm
began to brew—one of massive dissatisfaction with
the utility company.
For some, the inconveniences of storm brought out a
sense of civic-mindedness. Many residents worked
together to check on neighbors and clear roads and
paths of fallen tree limbs. The annual canoe trip went
on as planned as did the 4th of July parade, where the
anger with Pepco was a theme of many parade posters,
captured by local TV news crews. By then, about
half of Cabin John’s residents had power restored
with Seven Locks Road being the rough dividing line
between the “haves” and the “have nots”—a situation
humorously noted by CJCA President Burr Gray in his
Independence Day speech.
Crews from Alabama and Oklahoma helped to fix a
major server line along MacArthur Boulevard and by

State Senator Brian Frosh has an initiated a petition
to urge the PSC to impose a significant fine on
Pepco and use the money collected to create a “surge
reserve” of technically-trained local professionals
who can restore service promptly during the next
extreme weather event. You can sign the petition
online at www.change.org/petitions/fine-pepco-100million-for-power-failure.
Another online watchdog
website—PackUpPepco.
com—has been created
to mobilize communities
into effective action,
particularly in filing
comments with the PSC,
which is a necessary first
step in disputes with the
power company (such
as lost food claims). In
addition to petitions,
the website also has
links to news articles
and a comparison chart
of legislators who have
Burr Gray with the July 4 Have/Have Not map.
accepted campaign
contributors from Pepco
and how they’ve voted on Pepco/PSC issues.
As far as what to do locally, Burr Gray, in a listserv
E-mail, credited CJ resident Sarah Craven with the
idea that each of us should make a visit to each of
local businesses affected by the blackout. “That
will assist their finances,” said Burr, “as well as
let them know that we value their presence. If you
make a point of visiting the merchants, it will pay
dividends down the road for our community.”

© Michael Hyman

© Tim Weedlun

Outcry over Pepco’s performance has stirred up a
hornet’s nest of arguments, pro and con, dealing with
such topics as underground power lines, responsible
tree cutting, and government ownership of the utility.
As a result, many who have been habitually rendered
powerless by Pepco are discovering a new kind of
power in banding together to get the utility and the
PSC to listen to their grievances.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John June - Aug 2012
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:

15 Froude Cir
7 Carver Rd
6452 Wishbone Ter
6409 83rd Pl
7913 Cypress Grove Ln
7507 Arden Rd
6510 79th Pl
8006 MacArthur Blvd

UNDER CONTRACT:

6601 Seven Locks Rd
8 McKay Cir
6515 76th St
6417 Little Leigh Ct
6546 80th St
7648 Tomlinson Ave
6926 Seven Locks Rd

SOLD:

13 Russell Rd
6454 Wishbone Ter
6506 81st St
8216 Caraway St

List Price

$439,000
$549,999
$725,000
$845,000
$925,000
$970,000
$1,425,000
$1,895,000

BR FB HB Lvl
2
4
3
4
4
4
6
6

1
2
3
2
3
4
5
5

0
1
1
1
1
0
1
1

1
2
3
3
3
5
3
3

$499,000
$739,900
$929,000
$1,100,000
$1,195,000
$1,385,000
$1,595,000

4
4
5
5
5
6
5

2
3
3
4
4
5
4

1
0
1
1
1
1
1

$465,000
$705,500
$1,875,000
$2,200,000

3
4
5
6

2
3
4
6

0
1
1
1

Fpl Gar
0
0
2
3
1
1
3
1

0
0
2
0
2
0
3
3

2
2
3
3
3
4
3

1
1
1
2
2
1
3

1
0
2
2
2
2
2

1
3
3
4

1
1
3
2

0
2
2
3

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns

The Village News

Neighborhood Services
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience,
references. Call Siew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a
soothing Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only
$85.00/hr. Gift Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-2632783.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets
happy and healthy. 301-257-1076.
CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily
Money Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.
com for help with your home and home office. Member NAPO, ICD,
AADMM
Jack Mandel’s drawing on page 12 depicts the best (and perhaps
only) outdoor water fountain in Cabin John, located in the
Palisades Pool parking lot near the tennis courts. Jack thinks it has
been there for many decades, surviving several renovations and
upgrades to the general facilities. It humbly does its job, day after
day, year after year, providing wonderful cool crisp water right
where you need it.
For the Village News:
Dedicated to my wife who has taught in many
‘villages” including Cabin John.
In Praise Of Woman
she rises, sunrise, sunny glow
day-ready, mirror needed? no
her breakfasts, all meals, pure delight
each day she seizes, squeezes night
her optimism shines on all
the children get it, large and small
and teaching children’s been her thing
for many years through thick and sing
through many moves hit street for post
each move, first interview, got prost
placed many children in good schools
saved some from being long-lost souls
the children swarm her, parents prize
round town we see it in their eyes
wife/teacher being toasted, all
is Moni Meyer, both short and tall
—Jerry Meyer
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Classifieds
CATERING/BARTENDING/SERVING. Having
a Gathering? Let Gloria help. Dinner parties,
cocktail parties, buffets, or picnics. Whatever your
entertaining needs, Gloria has more than 30 years
food/beverage experience. 301-320-9778, cell: 301655-0306, email: gslayton11@gmail.com
DEFINE YOURSELF: Join the ongoing strength
and fitness class at Concord St. Andrews! Space
is still available. For more information contact
carolynevans728@gmail.com.
COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer
Support offers friendly, personalized computer
services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking
and training. Appointments are available
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone and
e-mail support is also available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about our services email
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring!
Offering daily walks, bathing, overnight stays
at my home or yours—fenced-in yard means
lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return your pet
if you desire. Your pet will thank you! Many
neighborhood references available. Lisa Charles
301-979-2567

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine
Minor at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Sept. 12, for the
issue mailing Sept. 22, 2012.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,
Barbara Martin, Jack Mandel.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

