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Serving the people of Cabin John and beyond

December 5 Show Features Local Crafters
by Leslie Barden
Mark your calendar! The Friends of the Clara
Barton Community Center is sponsoring a free
Holiday Craft Show at the center on Sunday,
December 5, from 1 to 5 pm featuring more
than 40 artists and crafters from our community.
(As you know, the center is located in the
former Clara Barton School at 7425 MacArthur
Boulevard in Cabin John, MD—just north of the
Cabin John Bridge.)
Plan to come, admire, and shop! This year’s show
offers all kinds of crafts for sale—jewelry, hand
made chocolates, Christmas items, wood crafts,
prints, glass, oil paintings, watercolors, fiber arts,
table linens, caftans, baby items, smocked dresses

for little girls, cards, wrapping paper, hand-bound
photo albums, books by local authors…and more!
Special this year, children’s author Ann McCallum
will give demonstrations of how to use her new
book, Eat Your Math Homework—Recipes for
Hungry Minds, to teach math to children.
Enjoy this chance to get to know local artisans
and choose from many reasonably priced items
for personal enjoyment and gifting. For more
information call 301-229-0010 or 301-365-1311.
Refreshments including cider, coffee, cookies and
pastries will be available for a modest fee. So stop
in and enjoy!

Annual Haunted House Is a Howling Success
by Burr Gray
The annual Haunted House held on October 30
entertained, horrified, intrigued, and informed—all
at the same time. About 225 kids attended, along
with about 80 parents, making for a constant flow
of people through the Clara Barton community
center’s large social hall. Setup went smoothly,
thanks to the Center staff (Frank Rans, Emily and
Andrew Himmelfarb, and Ter’Rico Williams) and
Sonja Bartolomei and her youthful crew, which
included Connor Johnson, Elliot Kelly, Dylan Furst,
and Jacob Bartolomei.
FCBCC Board member
Terry Fuller and
former Board member
Virginia Douglas helped
Pistons & Pancakes Photos.............................
with the Adult Scary
Tent stuff. We were
Benson’s Addition History...............................
fortunate to have three
fortune tellers this year,
Compost Crew................................................
Caroline Casey, Melanie
Patt-Corner and Jan IrisHoliday Gift Donation Drive..............................
Smith, so many more
kids (along with some
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interested adults) got to
have the benefit of that
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experience than was the
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Lori Rieckelman and Rachelle Cherol.

case in the past. Missy Bell was back in her witchly
corner this year with her potions and puppets, and
of course her cackle. Don’t forget the cackle. Lynda
Slayen played the role of “witch as tour guide”
which was a very nice addition. Burr Gray greeted
everyone at the door in his traditional Viking outfit.
Jennifer and Ian Jordan created a scary station
featuring an uncle who had been asleep for 500
(continued on page 15)
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Neighborly News

The Ides of March was the choice of Dick
Goodwin. In it, George Clooney is a Democratic
presidential candidate.
Another George Clooney film that made the list
is Up in the Air, nominated by Ritch Kepler. He
describes it as a comedy and a love story.
Sondra Baxt tells us “I’ve seen several movies in
past months, and frankly none of them are worth
recommending.”
Connie Rice recommends Oranges and Sunshine,
the true story of a scandal unearthed about the
British government sending poor children—many
from unwed mothers—to Australia and Canada, in
the 40s to the 70s.
What’s Up Doc?, an oldie but goodie, stars Barbra
Streisand. Larry Heflin saw it recently and says he
hasn’t laughed so hard in a long time.
The Way was chosen by Marie France. It’s the
account of a modern-day pilgrimage from France to
Spain across the Pyrenees.

Carolyn Projansky of 83rd Place died in
November. She was the director/producer of
Breaking the Rules, a documentary film about
white South Africans who fought apartheid. Her
children are Mira and Adam Glasser.
Please send along any other news of your family
or your neighbors to Barbara Martin, 301-2293482, or bbeckmartin@verizon.net

Community
Calendar

NOV

Linda Green was very enthusiastic about
Incendies, made in Lebanon. “It has a surprise
ending that I never saw coming.”

On a somber note, we report the deaths of two
Cabin John people. Dr John Townsend died in
October. Dr.Townsend was highly respected in
the field of meteorological satellites. He was a
key figure in the establishment of Goddard Space
Center and of NASA. He lived on 79th Street since
1996 with his wife, Joann Clayton-Townsend.

22.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 10)

3. ..........................Bazaar & Silent Auction

DEC

This month Neighborly News asked some Cabin
John folks if there was a movie they’ve seen in the
last 6 months that they would recommend. It turns
out that many people don’t go out to movies, but
get them through Netflix et al.

by Barbara Martin

River Road Unitarian Church
8 am - 3 pm (see p. 12)

5. ................................Holiday Craft Show

PRESENT THIS PASS FOR A FREE CLASS OR
WORK OUT!
7687 MacArthur Blvd ▪ Cabin John ▪ MD ▪ 20818
301.229.0080 phone
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10......................Cabin John Holiday Party

JAN

PLEASE JOIN US!
Personal Training – Pilates – Group Exercise
Classes – Spinning – Fitness Center
…and so much more!

Clara Barton Center
1 - 5 pm (see p. 1)

Clara Barton Center
5 - 7 pm (see p. 9)

24.....................Gardening for Wildlife Talk
7511 Arden Rd
8 pm (see p. 7)
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Highlights from November 6 Pistons & Pancakes Event
by Leslie Barden
Cabin John’s Second Annual Pistons & Pancakes
event was held on November 6, a beautiful fall
Sunday morning, at the Clara Barton Community
Center and was quite a success. There was a
pancake breakfast, a parade, a car show and
matchbox car races for the kids all sponsored by the
Friends of Clara Barton Community Center.

© Burr Gray

That afternoon, author Judy Welles led a walk
from the Clara Barton Center sponsored by the
Montgomery County Historical Society. Both
events were attended by a reunion group of visitors
who had lived in Cabin John many years ago and
who had attended Clara Barton Elementary School.

© Burr Gray

© Leslie Barden

The Pistons & Pancakes event marked Bob and Kathy Geier’s 90th parade of the
year to feature their 1903 Oldsmobile. Their goal is 100 parades by year’s end.

The vintage cars make their way
across the Union Arch Bridge.

© Leslie Barden

Lou Lombardo and Linda Morelli
serving great fluffy pancakes.

CJ resident Kevin Kearney brought two motorcyles and his Lotus (above right) to the car display.
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

Benson’s Addition
by Judy Welles
On some deeds for property in Cabin John is the
puzzling notation, “C.E. Benson’s Addition to Cabin
John Park.” What is Benson’s Addition and who was
Benson? Here’s another Cabin John story almost as
mysterious as the one about John of the Cabin.

of 7814 MacArthur), and Tuohey originally owned
the land all the way to the Hotel.
In 1912, news spread of a major new
development coming to rural Cabin John. John
Tomlinson had bought 600 acres of farmland to
begin a new community called Cabin John Park.
He was selling lots for new homes and hoping to
entice people to escape the heat of
Washington, D.C., or move closer
to the city from rural areas farther
away. Some of the lots had sold and
houses were being built by people
such as members of the Tuohey
family who, along with Tomlinson,
were Benson’s friends.

© Montgomery County Historical Society (Morris Fradin/Wm. Bruce Miller photo)

Benson had an enterprising spirit.
When blacksmithing became no
longer profitable, he opened a store
on the second floor of his house. After
a few years, the store expanded and
became the Cabin John Market, a
general store with a pickle barrel that
was a gathering place for the growing
community. Years later, the store
had new owners and a soda fountain
that attracted the teenagers of Cabin
John after school. No longer the site
of a blacksmith shop, the store had
gasoline pumps.
Benson’s Addition or 78th Street in the 1940s. Charles E. Benson’s house was number 6 (white
arrow) and Benson’s store was number 8 (left black arrow) at the corner of Halifax Street (78th). His
daughter Ruth Strother’s house was number 10 (right black arrow). Other families living in Benson’s
Addition at the time of this photo included his daughter Mildred Ricketts, the Fields (including
Mildred Spong Fields who was born in the lockhouse at Lock 8), Magruders, and Weddings.

Just about everyone living in Cabin John in the
early 1900s knew Charles Eugene Benson. Of
course, there weren’t too many people in Cabin
John when he started out as a blacksmith around
1895 at the age of 23 years. He was known
as “Gene” and his house and blacksmith shop
were co-located on the corner of Halifax Street
(now 78th) and Conduit Road (now MacArthur
Boulevard). The house was the first structure people
encountered after passing the Cabin John Bridge
Hotel in those days. The next house on the road was
Thomas Tuohey’s (the smaller house now in front
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Charles E. Benson became a deputy
U.S. Marshall and, in 1915, a U.S.
Commissioner who, according to a
news report, levied speeding tickets to
people traveling more than 25 miles
an hour. For that, he became known as
“Judge Benson.”

By 1919, Benson had the wherewithal to purchase
acreage next to his store. Since his land was
adjacent to Section 4 of Cabin John Park and
across from Section 1, and perhaps considering the
marketing advantages of the larger development,
he called his property “Benson’s Addition to Cabin
John Park.” It was never part of Cabin John Park.
The plat filed in 1922 includes the notation that
the land is part of the “whole lands containing 835
acres called ‘Halifax,’ ‘Reed’s Delight,’ ‘Bite the
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Biter…’” which were the early
land grant names for the area
of Cabin John. On the property
Benson built himself a larger
house and sold 21 other lots. One
of his daughters, Ruth Benson
Strother, lived on one of the lots
with her family and his son Jesse
lived on another.
Benson was prominent in Cabin
John for other reasons as well.
He was a leader, like others in
those days, who helped build the
community. He was a charter
member of the first Cabin John
Citizens Association, established
in 1919, and he led the effort to
start the fire department and to
establish a Methodist Church.

© Lorraine Minor

Early services for Methodists
were held in Benson’s home,
and the church was built in
1921. To help establish the
fire department, he brought a
founding group together for
meetings in a room over his
store. On March 19, 1930, the
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire
Department was incorporated by
Charles Benson and the ten other
founding members to “control,
prevent, limit and combat
damage by fire…” As the fire
department grew, meetings were
moved to the auditorium of the Clara Barton
School until construction of the firehouse was
completed. The Tuohey family gave one-half
acre of land for the firehouse at the corner of
Conduit and Seven Locks Roads, and men of
the community helped to build it in 1932.

Benson’s Addition Plat, 1922

Charles Benson was born in 1872 in Cracklin,
MD (which was a census and voting district
consisting mostly of farmland, and included
Laytonsville) and died in 1955. He and his
wife Addie had two daughters, Ruth Strother
and Mildred Ricketts, and three sons, Jesse,
Percy and J. Elmer Vincent Benson who
became a Methodist minister in Baltimore.
The Sullivan family now lives in Judge
Benson’s house.

MHIC 39468

Insured
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Green Neighbors
New Crew Offers Home Compost Pick-up Service
by Jennifer Jordan and Tom Rojas

© Jennifer Jordan

The U.S. sends over 25 million tons of food waste
to landfills, roughly one-third of our total solid
waste stream. Besides
the obvious burden
this puts on solid
waste management,
decomposing food scraps
in landfills produce huge
amounts of methane, a
powerful greenhouse
gas far more potent than
carbon dioxide. There is
good news to this story,
as there is a solution
to the problem—
composting. Many
municipalities across
the country have already
added composting to
their residential curbside
recycling programs.
San Francisco, Seattle,
Boulder, many
San Francisco Bay
Area and Minnesota
municipalities, and—as
of one week ago—
Portland, Oregon all
collect residential food
waste along with other
curbside recyclables.

Brian Flores empties and cleans a compost bin.
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Montgomery County
isn’t quite there yet, but
it is likely to be soon
enough. For
this issue of
the Village
News, Green
Neighbors
interviewed
a new, local
company that
is taking the
first needed
steps toward
making this
possibility

a reality. Since their founding in May 2011, The
Compost Crew is the first company in Montgomery
County to offer homeowners a residential compost
pick-up service that turns our food waste into rich
soil. This is a wonderful option for green-minded
residents who understand the value of composting
but don’t have the time, energy, and/ or adequate
space to do it on their own. The founders of The
Compost Crew, Brian Flores and Ryan Walter,
grew up in the area and attended Pyle and Whitman
(readers may be familiar with Cece Flores, a longtime and well-loved teacher at Cabin John’s very
own Clara Barton Center for Children. Brian is
her son). These enterprising young men decided
to create a green business that jibes with their
hope for a sustainable future. Since inception, The
Compost Crew has grown from diverting a few
hundred pounds a month of residential food waste
from landfills to now diverting over 8000 pounds a
month.
How does The Compost Crew work? Participants
sign up with them and are given a 5-gallon airtight,
odor-proof bin with a twist-off top, compostable
liners, and instructions on what can be composted.
Even the bins themselves are green, as they are
recycled from a local pickle vendor. Acceptable
items include all foods scraps except meat and dairy
products. Participants leave their bins curbside once
a week and The Compost Crew comes and empties
and cleans the bins at each visit. If desired, after
6 months, a portion of the waste is returned to the
customer in the form of nitrogen-rich, high-grade
compost for use in their gardens. The Compost
Crew works in partnership with growingSOUL, a
non-profit farm that strives for a zero-waste food
system. GrowingSOUL composts all the waste for
The Compost Crew.
The cost per household for The Compost Crew’s
services is, at the moment, roughly $36 per month.
Participants that pay for a full year get one month
free. Some of you may say, “But it is free to
dump it in my trash right now!” The economy is
tough and many of us are feeling the pinch. That
said, if you have any wiggle room, this is a great
way to participate in positive change, reduce the
waste stream and greenhouse gas emissions, and
also receive top-quality compost back in return.
If there are enough participating residents, Cabin
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John can become a pilot project. This will provide a much-needed
impetus for the Montgomery County Division of Solid Waste
Services to seriously consider adding food waste to our curbside
recycling program. Are you a gardener? Are you concerned
about sustainability? Do you believe in supporting local startup businesses with a good cause? Have you been wanting to
compost but either don’t have the space or time? Americans are
only composting 3% of their food waste. Why be a part of this
problem? Reduce your solid waste stream by roughly one-third by
composting it.

© Jennifer Jordan

The Compost Crew recently received recognition from Bethesda
Magazine and Bethesda Green for their sustainability efforts. As
well, they have recently been featured in the Bethesda Gazette,
Walt Whitman High School’s Black & White newspaper, and
in a video produced by Cable County Montgomery. They have
contracts with a growing number of Montgomery County and
northwest DC residents and are in the process of negotiating with
the communities of Somerset, Green Acres, and Takoma Park to
develop pilot programs. Why not Cabin John as well? If you are
interested in participating, either contact Green Neighbors (301351-2059 or GN.cabinjohn@gmail.com) or contact The Compost
Crew at 301-202-4450 (www.compostcrew.com).

Gardening For Wildlife Talk
Birds are a savvy gardener’s best friend, as they eat hundreds of
insects a day and feed them to their young. Toads eat 300 insects
a night! Butterflies and moths pollinate 8% of the world’s flowering plants;
bees 16%. Unfortunately, with habitat fragmentation and too many deer
over-browsing the understory, our songbird populations are plummeting
here in Maryland. Our bees are suffering from colony collapse disorder and
butterflies are not faring very well either. What can you do? Plenty! With a
bit of planning and a few simple tweaks, you can transform your patch of
the world into a haven for wildlife. Whether you garden in a container or on
several acres, you can make a difference. On January 24, Green Neighbors is
offering you an opportunity to come and learn how!

Ryan Walter, co-founder of The Compost Crew.

Marie Rojas will be giving her presentation, “Gardening for Wildlife” at
the home of Jennifer Jordan (7511 Arden Road). Marie offers consultation
through her company, Borders & Butterflies, emphasizing a sustainable
approach to landscaping. She provides Integrated Pest Management services
to homeowners, nursery growers and commercial properties and has been
a Montgomery County Master Gardener since 1994. A wildlife gardener
for more than 20 years, she also serves on the board of the Professional
Grounds Management Society’s D.C. Branch. Her talk will begin at 8 pm and
refreshments will be served. We do request an email rsvp so we have an idea
how many people plan to attend. Please RSVP to gn.cabinjohn@gmail.com or
call Tom Rojas at 301-343-3989.
Green Neighbors is an evolving group of Maryland residents focused on
community solutions to environmental problems and the greening of our Potomac
River neighborhoods. We strive to provide useful information and resources to
communities interested in sustainability. We endeavor to carry out ongoing green
initiatives that strengthen community ties, are fun, and are replicable. For more
information, visit our website at www.GreenNeighbors.org.
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Opportunity for Holiday Gift Donation!
by Lori Rieckelman
Most of us in Cabin John are fortunate to be able to give our
children gifts this holiday season, but there are many families
in the area that are not so fortunate. This year, the Cabin
John Citizens Association is partnering with the community
of Brookmont and SOME (So Others Might Eat) to provide
holiday gifts for children in need. SOME (www.some.org)
is an interfaith, community-based organization that exists to
help the poor and homeless of our nation’s capital, providing
services, education, training and shelter .
Brookmont has been helping with this effort for nearly two
decades and this year has asked us to partner with them
because the need for gifts has greatly increased. There are
more families this past year that have slipped below the
poverty line and lost their homes and/or jobs. SOME is
asking for gifts for 171 children for this holiday season—up
from the 80 that Brookmont has donated in past years.
Here are the details: We will be given paper ornaments with
names, ages, and gender for 50 children ranging in age from
infancy to teenager. Last year the information also included a
gift the child or the parent requested. There is no commitment
to providing the requested gift—meant as a guideline only.
Gifts are usually in the price range of $15 to $25.
Any dolls should be African American. Please
supply batteries with toys, and bring no toys of
violence (guns, pistols, etc.). Please do NOT wrap
your gift(s) as the parents will wrap the gifts with
Earth Presents (www.earthpresents.com) gift wrap
courtesy of Brookmont resident Julie Littell. Please
do attach the child’s name to your gift.
These ornaments will be tied to a tree by the
community center by Thanksgiving (we haven’t
identified the tree yet but will soon!). Once we
have “our” tree I will post a sign identifying it.
You can come by and pick an ornament at your
convenience.
Bring your unwrapped gift either to the CJCA
Holiday party on December 10 or you can drop it
off at my house anytime before December 15 at
6423 79th Street.
Please consider helping out with this worthwhile
project. There are so many families struggling
this year and we are hoping that our community
can help make the holidays brighter for them.
Thank you!
Questions? Email me at rieckell@aol.com or call
301-320-6299.
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Celebrate the Season
with your Cabin John Neighbors
Something for Everyone of All Ages
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Co-sponsored by the Cabin John Citizens Association
and the Clara Barton Community Center
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CJCA News
Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—To be announced.
Watch for updates on the Cabin John listserve.
The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Nov. 22, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

10

Minutes from Oct 25, 2011 CJCA Meeting—The
topic of the evening, as arranged by Cabin John
residents Phil and Frances Mitchell, was solar
electricity energy options for CJ residents. Bryan
Hacker of SolarEnergyWorld (www.solarworld.
com) gave an excellent and extensive presentation,
demonstrating that if you plan to be in your
home for a while, you will see an investment in
solar energy pay for itself and help get you away
from high PEPCO bills. SolarEnergyWorld is a
local company based out of Elkridge, MD. They
have been in business for three years, but their
parent company has been in the power business
for 70 years. Bryan indicated that the goal of
installing solar panels is not to fully replace use
of the power company, but to serve as a source
of supplemental energy. If you don’t use all of
the electricity generated by the solar panels, the
remainder will flow into the power grid and be
purchased by Pepco. Brian acknowledged that
there are significant up-front costs and that some
of the credits are drying up, but pointed out that

by Burr Gray
financing is more available now than in the past. He
presented a scenario where you can make monthly
payments, which are less than what you are saving.
He noted that one of the things his company does
for the homeowner is make sure grant notifications
and utility notifications go out. He also pointed out
that solar power is not for everyone. Candidates
need to have a decent south facing, sloping roof.
Also, if homeowners plan to do any re-roofing or
replacing of shingles within the next couple of
years, they should wait until that effort is completed
before installing solar. One thought at the end of
the evening was whether CJ should issue some kind
of solar challenge to its neighbor communities.
If you’re curious about getting solar panels for
your home, you can reach Bryan at bhacker@
solarworld.com or 888-497-3233.
Annual Cabin John Holiday Party—This year’s
annual holiday festivities will be held on Saturday,
December 10 from 5 – 7 pm at the Clara Barton
Community Center. Normally our event is held on a
Sunday, but there was a conflict with another group
using the center that day. Please see the ad on p. 9
for more details. We hope to see you there!
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Do You Recognize This
Cabin John Sight?

© Jim Buchanan

Trail From Union Arch Bridge Down to Canal Repaired

Volunteers from the trail repair team strike a pose.

by Burr Gray
A recent, crystal clear, fall Saturday morning found approximately 25 of mostly
Bannockburn residents (with a few Cabin Johners) feverishly working to repair
the eroding trail leading from the MacArthur Boulevard one-lane bridge (Union
Arch Bridge) down to the C&O canal.
As many in the local community have likely noticed, the “Union Arch Bridge
Trail” has been quickly falling apart due to the heavy rains over the past nine
months. When dedicated runner Lance Crist asked about fixing it, the neighbors
stepped up. Thanks to Jim Mahaffie and Jim Buchanan, who took the initiative
to organize and motivate the volunteers (including a number of Walt Whitman
High Schools’ strongest athletes), the work party was able to install and replace
a dozen 6-foot by 6-inch “steps” using rebar, soil nails, portable drills, tamping
bars, hammers, pry bars, mattocks, shovels, rakes, hoes, and pure unadulterated
grit. The National Park Service subsequently sent some rangers to oversee the
work. Coincidentally, the next day saw activity on the NPS’s part to upgrade
the section of the trail from the overpasses to the canal bridge.
Special thanks goes to Carl Essl, manager of Christopher’s Hardware, for
donations of materials, and to George Thiede for procuring the at-cost timbers
from Bethesda Contracting. Also, special thanks goes to to the spontaneous
“pizza brigade” (Deb and Rick Duffy and their Cabin John neighbors Doug
Fishman and Tina Adler) who surprised the famished crew of volunteers
with tasty Glen Echo Pizza pies at the end of the day. Finally, the Cabin John
Citizen’s Association and the Bannockburn Civic Association made sizable
financial contributions to help support the cost.
Community members, and the public at large, now have a much safer trail to
utilize on their daily walks, jogs, and rides. Just as important, there will likely
be much less sediment eroding into the Cabin John Creek after every rainstorm.
All you joggers, walkers, dog-walkers, nature lovers and cyclists—please take
care of the path!

Jack Mandel’s sketch this month
features a friendly looking creature that
many of us pass on the way to another
familiar Cabin John location. Can
you guess what and where it is? The
answer is on p. 15.

Could You Use A Little Help?
Neighbor 2 Neighbor is ready to assist with:
• Rides to medical appointments or
grocery shopping
• Small household repairs
• Referrals for large projects
Call N2N Coordinator Judy Lund at
301-263-2975 for assistance or if you’d like
to be added to our volunteer list. If you’re
unable to reach Judy, call Sondra Baxt at
301-320-2413.
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December 2011 at

Meeting Room Dedicated to CJ Resident

Redeemer
“And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us . . .”

■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
The Holy Eucharist
Adult Education Forum
Choral Eucharist
Church School & Nursery Care

8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

■ ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
Sunday, December 4 — The Second Sunday of Advent
A Service of Lessons & Carols

5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 11 — The Third Sunday of Advent
Christmas Pageant & Choral Eucharist

10:30 a.m.

Saturday, December 24 — Christmas Eve
Family Eucharist with Carols
Festal Eucharist with Choral Prelude

4:00 p.m.
10:00 p.m.

The Church of the Redeemer
6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, Maryland 20816
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net
www.redeemerbethesda.org

by Burr Gray
On Sunday, November 6, I attended a
very moving and well-done dedication
ceremony for a meeting room at the Cabin
John Volunteer Fire Department that honors
William Ronald Bissell. Ronnie grew up in
Cabin John in the 1950’s and 60’s with a
special fondness for softball and baseball.
He became troop leader of the Cabin John
Boy Scout troop. In 1966, at the age of 18,
he joined the Cabin John Volunteer Fire
Department and quickly became spokesperson
for the department in recruiting other young
men in join him in this noble profession. A
year later, he joined the U.S. Marine Corps
and served in Vietnam where he gave his
life on May 22, 1968. May those who enter
and use the meeting room pause and give
thanks for the sacrifices that Ronnie and other
soldiers and firefighters have given so freely
of themselves to protect others.

River Road Bazaar and Silent Auction
On Saturday, Dec. 3, River Road Unitarian
Universalist Congregation will hold its bazaar and
silent auction—the DC area’s largest community
sale. There will be lots of estate sale merchandise at
garage sale prices—antiques, toys, clothing, books,
rugs, jewelry, art, housewares, baby equipment,
sporting goods, teen boutique, food, and more. Retail
sales are from 8 am to 3 pm. The silent auction
is from 9 am to 3:30 pm at 6301 River Road (at
Whittier Blvd.) in Bethesda. Call 301-229-0400 or
go to www.rruuc.org/bazaar for more info.
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Beginner’s Mind

Yoga

Free Introductory Class

Drop-Ins Welcome!
Level I/II Classes

Saturday mornings 9:30-11:00 am
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall
6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
301.263.9644

http://alice-despard.blogspot.com

For Sale or Lease

NEW LISTING IN
CABIN JOHN!

ELLEN WILNER
202.431.6365

8005 Cypress Grove Lane

This spacious 5BR/3.5BA contemporary home features large rooms, hardwood floors,
cathedral ceilings, clerestory windows & an enormous master suite. It sits on a .5 acre
treed lot & has a 2-car attached garage & is only minutes from Downtown Bethesda,
shops, restaurants, the C&O Canal & Whitman Schools. This lovely home provides the
best Cabin John has to offer! Offered at $775,000 for sale or $4200/month for lease.

www.ellenwilner.com
COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
301.718.0010
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Oct-Nov 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
20 Froude Circle
8 Russell Rd
7835 Archbold Ter
6940 Seven Locks Rd
8005 Cypress Grove Ln
6529 77th St
7507 Arden Rd
6408 83rd St
6600 80th Pl
6512 75th St
7711 MacArthur Blvd
8006 MacArthur Blvd
7600 Cabin Rd
8216 Caraway St

List Price
$399,900
$409,900
$509,000
$549,999
$775,000
$799,000
$1,149,000
$1,150,000
$1,395,000
$1,445,000
$1,495,000
$1,800,000
$2,300,000
$2,400,000

UNDER CONTRACT:
16 Webb Rd
3 McKay Cir
6518 80th St

$340,000
$467,500
$1,155,000

ACTIVE:
6600 Seven Locks Rd
6602 Seven Locks Rd
6604 Seven Locks Rd
6940 Seven Locks Rd

LOTS IN CABIN JOHN
List Price
Lot SF		
$535,000
9,017		
$535,000
10,145		
$535,000
9,469		
$549,999
29,892		

SOLD LOT:
8008 MacArthur Blvd

$2,000,000

BR FB
2
1
3
2
3
2
2
1
5
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
6
5
5
4
8
5
6
5
6
6
6
6
2
2
6

1
1
5

HB Lvl
0
1
0
2
1
3
0
3
1
3
0
3
0
5
1
3
2
3
1
3
1
3
1
3
1
3
1
4
0
0
1

1
1
4

33,104		

Fpl
0
0
0
0
1
1
1
2
3
1
1
1
3
2

Gar
0
0
0
1
2
1
0
2
2
2
2
2
4
3

0
0
1

0
0
2

Zoning
R90
R90
R90
R200
R90

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns

The Village News

Neighborhood Services

HAUNTED
cont. from page 1

years but was being coaxed to wake up. (I know, we all have uncles like
that.) Once again, the event featured free pizza and juice boxes, organized
and run by two good witches, Rachelle Cherol and Lori Rieckelman, so
no one was turned into a toad at the refreshments room. The County did a
great job of getting the word out to the greater community of this event, and
it showed in terms of attendance. Those of you scaredy cats who did not
sample the Haunted House need to put it on your schedule next year.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to
keep your pets happy and healthy. 301-257-1076.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY.
Receive a soothing Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage
in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift Certificates
available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.
MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO
STUDIO. All ages, all levels. Ensemble workshops.
Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

Missy Bell, left, inspects
some poisoned apples
while fortunetellers Jan

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional
organizer and daily money manager. Call 301-2639482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help
with your home and home office. Member NAPO,
ICD, AADMM

© Burr Gray

Iris-Smith, Caroline
Casey, and Melanie
Patt-Corner, below,
consult with curious
clients.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs.
experience, references. Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

© Burr Gray

Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality
Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Mystery Landmark
People walking along Riverside Drive to Lockhouse 8 can spot the oneeared carved bear depicted in the sketch on p. 11, guarding the mailbox
of his owners, Richard and Julie Smith, who inherited him from Mark
and Sandy Rothman, the former owners of their house. The bear has a
nearly identical twin brother close to the front door who is also missing a
right ear due to progressive erosion or rotting. Two years ago the brother
bear had a spring nest full of finches in the ear cavity. Richard believes
the bears followed Mark and Sandy back from a Colorado trip one year.
(The Rothmans are now happily retired living outside of Aspen.) While
the mailbox bear did not dress for Halloween this year, he loves to dress
for the holidays. We are told to be on the lookout for his Christmas
selection this year.

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com
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www.cabinjohn.org
Classifieds
FOR SALE: HAND TRUCK, portable, holds
250lb. $50. IKEA wood chair frame $25. Tiffany
style table lamp $30. Designer quilt, new $40.
Metal fold-up shelf $25. 301-320-0537.
HANDYMAN: living right here in your
neighborhood. 23 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.
COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer
Support offers friendly, personalized computer
services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking
and training. Appointments are available
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone and
e-mail support is also available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about our services email
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

DEFINE YOURSELF: Strength and fitness is
back at Concord St. Andrews! Carolyn Evans
will be holding classes again starting Tuesday,
January 3rd. For more information contact
carolynevans728@gmail.com.
FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring!
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering
daily walks, bathing, vet visits, overnight stays
at my home or yours - fenced-in yard means
lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return your pet
if you desire. Your pet will thank you! Many
neighborhood references available. Lisa Charles
301-979-2567
To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine
Minor at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Jan. 11, for the
issue mailing Jan. 21, 2012.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

