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by Burr Gray

The Co-op has signed a new 10-
year lease and wants to celebrate! 
Come one and all to the Bethesda 
Co-op Annual Fall Festival on 
Sunday, October 16, 2011 from 
noon to 4 pm, inside and outside the 
store in Cabin John. It’s FREE and 
all are welcome to join in the fun! 
There will be a really fun, award-
winning band (“Wicked Jezebel”), 
good food, wine tasting, pumpkins 
and many other surprises. Meet 
some of the local farmers, bakers, 
and craftspersons featured at 
the Co-op. Help us celebrate the 
beginning of the Co-op’s 29th year 
in Cabin John. Support your local 
natural food market!

Clara Barton Senior Sensations Are Back
by Phyllis Himelfarb

Montgomery County, Maryland has reinstated the 
Neighborhood Senior Program allowing the Clara 
Barton Community Center to continue its Senior 
Sensations program, according to Modestine Snead, 
Clara Barton director. This time the program will 
be held on Mondays and on Wednesdays. Speakers 

give talks on subjects of 
interest to seniors and 
every month there is 
a birthday celebration 
for “Senior Sensations” 
born that month.

Senior Sensations 
began the Fall 2011 
schedule by honoring 
our grandparents with 
memories of our past, 
then banjo music with 
entertaining stories 
of our neighborhood, 
and a visit to the Clara 
Barton House. 

Co-op’s Annual Fall Festival Set for October 16

October’s schedule includes a visit to the beautiful 
foliage in Sugarloaf Mountain with lunch at 
the Comus Inn; discussion with Phil Smakula, 
Montgomery County representative for Senior 
Centers in the Clara Barton area, outlining senior 
programs the County provides; and exercise and 
discussions tailored to seniors needs. Flu shots are 
scheduled for all on October 3 and 5 from 10 am to 
7 pm. Sign up for your shot at Clara Barton. 

In November we are going to B. Smiths for lunch 
and to Ford’s Theatre to see A Christmas Carol; more 
activities and discussions are in the planning stage for 
the remainder of 2011 and next year. Join us!

The Monday and Wednesday Coffee/Tea and 
Discussions are free. Bring your lunch and continue 
to socialize and meet your neighbors. Come by the 
Clara Barton Community Center to pick up your 
monthly brochure and join our group of fun loving 
Senior Sensations. 

Let us know if you have any program ideas or 
would like to lead a discussion.

Early Start on Halloween?

Peggy and Bobby Lannan show off their face paintings at the Sept. 
10 Crab & Chicken Feast. (More photos on pages 6 and 7.)
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2 .............................................Blood Drive
 Clara Barton Center 
 10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 10)

16 ................................Co-op Fall Festival
 Bethesda Co-op 
 noon - 4 pm (see p. 1)

30 ....................................Haunted House
 Clara Barton Center 
 4 - 6 pm (see p. 10)
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Neighborly News has found that Cabin John has many folks 
who have participated in marathons. Jennifer O’Connor of 
78th Street has run the Marine Corps Marathon twice.

Deborah Duffy of Webb Road has walked the Boston Marathon 
in honor of her sister and in memory of Clare Schmidt. 
Deborah is restricted to running only on soft surfaces, so she 
measured out 13.2 miles on the tow path and ran her own 
personal half marathon.

Judy Brookes of 81st Street walked/ran the Baltimore half 
marathon last October, and has set her sights on doing a couple 
of half marathons in 2012.

And how’s this for an exotic entry: Susan Howard of 78th 
Street ran a half marathon in Angkor Wat, Cambodia 8 years 
ago, held the first Sunday of every December. “I finished 40th, 
but many dropped out because of the heat and humidity.”

John Hughes of Woodrow Place is a Triathalon veteran. He has 
completed more than two dozen triathalons in the last 5 years. 

Kate Grinberg is a veteran of triathalons. She has completed 
“oh, 10 or 15” of them. Her husband, Tim Kallman, has done 
at least that many triathalons, and about 10 marathons, including 
two Marine Corps marathons. Kate and Tim were awarded First 
Place  in the early 90’s for married couples participating in a 
triathalon. Kate and Tim live on 76th Street. 

Chris Rankin of 79th Place was a front-runner in the 
Boston Marathon.

Heidi Lewis of MacArthur Blvd ran the London Marathon, as 
well as three half-marathons. Her husband, Scott Lewis, has 
run four marathons, including two in New York, plus the same 
Philadelphia half-marathon as Heidi.

Chris Davison completed the Potomac River Run in Virginia, as 
well as half a dozen 10-mile runs. Chris lives on Woodrow Place.

Stefanie Rothschild of 78th Street has run two Marine Corps 
marathons, and completed the 60-mile 3-day Susan Komen walk 
for breast cancer.

Bob Ward was a front-runner in the Frederick Marathon.

Other Cabin John news—Patrick Lee died in August. Pat has 
been a personal friend for over 40 years. All of us on 79th Street 
and Woodrow Place remember with gratitude that with every 
snowstorm Pat attached a snowplow to his truck and cleared us 
out. Pat was born in Glen Echo and lived in this area all his life. 

He is survived by his wife Diane of Riverside Drive, and sons 
Joe, John, and Justin.

Longtime resident Joe Bollo has died. Joe was 93; he was 
known by the nickname “Ragweed.” His family lived on Arden 
Road for decades. He is survived by Patty, Joe Jr, and Charles.

Elaine and Mario Tama have moved from 78th Street to the 
Eastern Shore, near Easton.

Another relocation from 78th Street is Cherry Doyle who 
will be living full time at her farm in Shipman, Virginia, 
near Charlottesville.

Adventurers Larry Heflin, Erran Carmel, and Reed Martin 
walked and swam across the Potomac to Virginia. “Be sure to 
take a stout stick, wear a life jacket, and don’t go alone,” they 
advise, “and this is not for the faint of heart or non-swimmers. 
But it’s a heckuva lot of fun.”

Several CJ families are sending their first-time collegians off. 
Twin sons of Linc and Judy Brookes (81st Street) are leaving 
the empty nest. David is off to UC Berkeley to study biomedical 
engineering and Andrew is at Northeastern University in 
Boston to study architecture.

Olivia Murphy is a freshman at Gonzaga in Washington State. 
She leaves home as sister Mariah returns after graduating from 
UMBC. They are the daughters of Maureen Willoughby and 
David Murphy of Woodrow Place.

Please send along any other news of your family or 
your neighbors to Barbara Martin, 301-229-3482, or 
bbeckmartin@verizon.net
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by Stephanie Smart

A top-rated junior squash player lives right here in 
Cabin John. His name is Taimur Chaudhry and he is 
the son of Shahab Chaudhry and Ayesha Chaudhry. 
National Capital Squash recently gave him the 
“Rookie of the Year” award as well as the “National 
Team Award” for his achievements during the 2010-
2011 season. In addition, US Squash will give him a 
Scholar Athlete Award for 2011. This award is given 
to outstanding students who maintain a 3.5 or higher 
GPA in high school while competing in a minimum 
of four US Squash-sanctioned tournaments.

Taimur got a relatively late start in squash, only 
beginning to play in the summer of 2010. In just 
eight months, however, he progressed from 203rd in 
the Under- l5 Age Group to 77th in the United States 
in that age group. He turned 15 in July, so now he is 
in the Under-17 Age Group. His current goal is to be 
one of the top 70 players in his new Under-17 Age 
Group by summer of 2012. He says that is a goal he 
definitely has to work hard to achieve. 

Local Squash Player Is Tops at the Courts

 
He has won the following tournaments: Salty 
Hawkins Boys U15 in Richmond, Va., the Northern 
Virginia Open at Worldgate Sport and Health in 
Reston, Va., the Potomac Fever Tournament at 
Potomac Squash Club and the 
Meadow Mill Silver Boys U15 in 
Baltimore. Also, he competed at the 
Bronze National Championships 
at Yale and was a finalist in his age 
group in several other tournaments.

At the end of August, Taimur 
entered his sophomore year at 
Walt Whitman High School. 
Earlier, he attended Pyle Middle 
School and spent 4th and 5th 
grade at Bannockburn Elementary. 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade 
were spent in Gaithersburg at 
Rachel Carson Elementary School. 
His dad, Shahab, works for the 

Department of Defense in 
propulsion engineering. Shahab 
is a squash player also. 

During a family visit to Pakistan 
in summer 2010, Taimur became 
interested in squash. It is extremely popular there 
and Taimur had fun playing other teenagers, 
even though they were much better players than 
he was. They had played the sport all their lives. 
Taimur and his family visit Pakistan every one or 
two years and he can speak Urdu; he learned it 
from his parents. He enjoys seeing family there, 
despite the hot weather. 

His father, Shahab, came to the United States in 
1992 to attend CCNY for a masters in chemical 
engineering and later attended business school at 
American University in D.C. Taimur’s mother, 
Ayesha, came to the U.S. in 1994 after she and 
Shahab married. Ayesha hopes to soon begin a 
career in photography.

Taimur has always been athletic, and before 
taking up squash, played soccer, tennis, 
baseball and basketball. He played soccer for 
Montgomery Soccer (MSI) at the Classic level 
from 5th through 8th grade. He played soccer in 
elementary school also and says that he was just 
an “average” player.

(continued on page 12)

Taimur Chaudhry
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

Who Was J.S. Tomlinson?
by Judy Welles

It has been 100 years since Cabin John Park began. 
In 1911, J. S. Tomlinson, owner of the American 
Land Company, bought 500 acres of farmland, and 
in 1912, he sold the first lots for the new community 
of Cabin John Park. Who was this man who moved 
Cabin John from rural to residential and for whom 

Cabin John’s Tomlinson 
Avenue is named? 

John Summers 
Tomlinson bought 
farmland in an area 
known as Cabin John 
and had plats drawn for a 
community of 600 homes 
in four sections. But the 
development of Cabin 
John Park, as important 
as it was to become, was 
not Mr. Tomlinson’s only 
distinction.

Born in Turnersburg 
Township, North 
Carolina, on the 
Tomlinson family farm in 
1849, he was one of six 
children. As a teenager, 
he fought briefly for the 
Confederacy, enlisting 
in 1863 and serving 

until 1865 in Company G, 10th Regiment, NC State 
Troops, which was the first NC Artillery Regiment. 
His family encouraged education and he returned to 
the farm to go to high school and on to Rutherford 
College. He lived on the farm until he was 21 and 
became a teacher in the local schools.

In 1875, he bought an interest in the Piedmont Press 
newspaper in Hickory, NC, and became its editor 
for 10 years. His brother William F. Tomlinson 
joined him to help publish the newspaper. As editor, 
John Tomlinson reported, wrote the news and even 
took photographs for the small town newspaper, 
displaying a writing skill that would be the basis for 
the Cabin John Park marketing brochure he authored 
years later. He also edited and published a book of 
biographical sketches of the members of the North 
Carolina state legislature. 

According to an historian for Hickory’s Masonic 
lodge, where Tomlinson became Master in 1879, 
the newspaper was printed on the second floor of 
a building and Sweet Sixteen chewing tobaccos 
were manufactured and sold by Tomlinson on 
the first floor. The tobacco business supported 
Tomlinson’s efforts to keep the paper going but in 
1885 the newspaper and tobacco businesses were 
sold. Tomlinson wrote an editorial in 1885 with 
the interesting comment, “Cigarette smoking has 
become such a nuisance that small signs have been 
printed and are kept for sale: ‘No Cigarette smoking 
allowed in this office.’”

The Tomlinson brothers relocated to Asheville, 
NC, and worked for The Asheville Daily Citizen 
newspaper. But a year later, in 1886, John Tomlinson 
moved to Washington, DC, to begin work as a clerk 
in the U.S. Treasury Department. William followed 
his brother John to Washington and became a clerk 
for the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

John became active in the National Guard in 
Washington, DC, holding the military ranks of 
Captain of the Treasury Guard, Captain of the 
Engineers Company, Sharpshooters Regimental Rifle 
Inspector, Colonel of the Second regiment and he 
retired with the rank of Major.

The brothers each retired from Civil Service after 
20 years of service. William organized the North 
Carolina Association in Washington, DC. John 
Tomlinson retired in 1906 at the age of 57 and began 
a new career in real estate in DC. He bought and sold 
property, becoming well-known in Washington’s 
business community.

In 1911, Tomlinson saw an opportunity to purchase 
land in Cabin John, a scenic area of farmland 
near the Potomac River not far from the city. 
Incorporating the American Land Company, he 
bought most of the Dowling farm. His map of the 
lots named the two streets that carry his name today 
and all of Cabin John’s streets, later renumbered. The 
other Tomlinson Street, now part of South Carderock 
Springs, once was also part of Cabin John.

Tomlinson married Mary Wilder of Louisburg, NC 
and they had one child, born in 1895. They named 
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him John Wilder Tomlinson. He joined the Army 
aviation service in 1918 and was killed in an air 
crash in Texas while preparing for service overseas. 
He is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. In a 
letter thanking friends for their condolences, John 
and Mary wrote about their son and closed by 
expressing the hope that “A sorrow of this kind will 
never fall across your pathway.” 
 
Hickory Masonic Lodge has a letter from John 
Tomlinson, dated January 21, 1925, requesting 
information about the year he served as Master of 
the Lodge. The letter is on Cabin John letterhead 
and indicates that John S. Tomlinson was president 
and his wife M.W. Tomlinson was secretary. The 
letterhead also states, “Homes and Investments near 
the Capitol” and “Low Prices and Easy Terms.”
 
He died July 11, 1927, in Washington, DC at age 78, 
from a “lingering illness” according to the Hickory 
Daily Record newspaper at the time. He is buried 
in Rock Creek Cemetery. His grandniece, Mrs. 
Lucy Tomlinson (Wilder) Allen, formerly a state 
legislator in North Carolina, is one of few remaining 
descendants and she shared information. She was 
amazed to learn about Cabin John.
 

For those who work for or have retired from the 
Federal Government, it is interesting to note that 
Cabin John Park and also Glen Echo were founded 
by men who were civil servants. Despite extensive 
marketing and inexpensive prices, distance from 
Washington and difficulties of travel at that time 
made sales more difficult than Tomlinson might have 
hoped. Relatively few lots were sold and ultimately 
his company went out of business. Imagine what he 
might think if he returned today!

Cabin John History Walk 

On Sunday, November 6, 2 - 3:30 pm, Judy Welles will lead a history 
walk in Cabin John sponsored by the Montgomery County Historical 
Society. The one-mile walk will include stories about the name Cabin 
John, the Civil War-era Cabin John Bridge and Victorian resort hotel, 
the early Cabin John Park firehouse, and Sears “kit” houses. Meet at the 
Clara Barton Community Center, 7425 MacArthur Blvd, Cabin John. 
The tour is free, but reservations are required. Contact Joanna Church at 
301-340-2825 or jchurch@montgomeryhistory.org for reservations.

SOLD IN 9 DAYS!  
 
6417 78th Street  
Charming Cottage with the 
charm & character of your 
dreams! Family Room & 
Kitchen additions, front porch, 
stone fireplace, huge Master 
w i t h  D r e s s i n g  R o o m ,           
beautifully landscaped lot.  xxx  

   

JUST SOLD IN 
CABIN JOHN!  

SOLD IN 30 DAYS! 
 
6616 81st Street 
Custom Victorian gem on a 
beautiful half-acre lot. Wrap-
around porch, solarium with 
Swim Spa, cathedral ceilings, 
skylights, custom mosaic tile, 
free standing studio.xxxxxxxxx     

COLDWELL BANKER  
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE  

301.718.0010  

ELLEN WILNER 
202.431.6365 

www.ellenwilner.com 

SOLD!! 

SOLD!! 
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Images From the Sept. 10 Crab Feast
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Bernice Dove, left, was recognized for her service in the kitchen and elsewhere over 
many years of crab feast history. Her brother, Bill White, was one of the event’s 
originators. Bernice’s received an honorary Crabby apron. She is shown here with 
Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter and Florence.

Crab Feast Lost & Found
This year only one item was left behind at the 
festivities—a Superbowl baseball cap. Email 
cjcrabfeast@aol.com or call 301-229-6532 to 
identify and it’s yours!

The weather was cooperative and though final figures have yet to be tallied, about 500 meals were served at this year’s event.
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Gabrielle Hopkins Hessman tends to the chicken.



7

The Village News
©

 R
ic

k 
Ha

tc
h

Beginner’s Mind 
      Yoga

Drop-Ins Welcome!

          Free Introductory Class                 Level I/II Classes 

Saturday mornings  9:30-11:00 am

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall

6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816   

301.263.9644                    http://alice-despard.blogspot.com

Could You Use A Little Help?
Neighbor 2 Neighbor is ready to assist with:

• Rides to medical appointments or 
grocery shopping

• Small household repairs
• Referrals for large projects

Call N2N Coordinator Judy Lund at  
301-263-2975

Entertainer Dale Rodman with his decorated guitar.

From left to right, John & Rachel King and Joe Kuhn.
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From left to right, Julia and Zoe Clones.
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to promote reduced waste in the new home 
construction and renovation projects. Stay tuned in 
the next issue for more details! If you would like 
to help in the this initiative or have suggestions or 
referrals, please contact Tom at 301-343-3989.

Metal Recycling Continues at New Location
The small metals recycling program initiated by 
Green Neighbors has been discontinued at the 
Bethesda Co-op’s loading dock. According to the 
building manager, the presence of large metal items 
which did not fit into the bin was disruptive for all 
those using the loading dock. Additionally, one new 
tenant needed space on the dock for their linens, 
and this only added to the clutter. However, Green 
Neighbors urges residents to continue saving metals 
and depositing them in bluebins at Jen Jordan’s 
house (7511Arden Rd), Tom Rojas’ house (7513 
MacArthur Blvd) and the Community Church 
in Brookmont (corner of Broad St. and Virginia 
Pl) at the streetside fenced-in collection area. 
For larger metals, please call the county for free 
unlimited pickups at your house on your regular 
trash collection day. Call 240-777-6410 by 11am 
on the day before your trash pickup. For a list of 
small metals which can be recycled, go to www.
GreenNneighbors.org. 

Bethesda Co-op Still Selling Reusable Bags
Those awesome Green Neighbors community tote 
bags you’ve seen on your neighbor’s shoulders? 
Yes, there are more! The Co-op continues to sell 
these fashionable, machine-washable, made in the 
USA bags that advertise many local businesses. Oh, 
and the bags are made of 100% recycled plastic 
bottles too! Get yours now.

Green Neighbors is an evolving group of Maryland 
residents focused on community solutions to 
environmental problems and the greening of our 
Potomac River neighborhoods. We strive to provide 
useful information and resources to communities 
interested in sustainability. We endeavor to carry 
out ongoing green initiatives that strengthen 
community ties, are fun, and are replicable. For 
more information, visit our website at www.
GreenNeighbors.org.

Green Neighbors

Intern Opportunities, Recycling Update & Tote Bags
by Jennifer Jordan and Tom Rojas

Intern Wanted!
If you visit our website at www.GreenNeighbors.
org, you will see the beginnings of a great 
opportunity for all of us to educate each other 
and network on all things green. But yes, it is just 
the beginnings and Green Neighbors needs an 
intern! We’re looking for a high school or college 
student to manage our website. If you are the 
one, or know of someone, please contact Jennifer 
at 301-351-2059.

Construction Waste Recycling Initiative
Green Neighbors, under the guidance of Cabin 
Johner and contractor Tom Rojas, is busy working 
on a new initiative to help promote reduction in 
construction debris through materials recycling. 
Green Neighbors is writing up guidelines 

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                                                                                                                     8:00 a.m. 
Adult Education Forum                                                                                       9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                         10:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                                                                                                                       10:30 a.m. 
Church School                                                                                          10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, October 2, 12:30 p.m. 
The Blessing of the Animals 
 

Sunday, October 9, 5:00 p.m. 
Inscape Chamber Orchestra: “Vienna Redux II” 
 

Sunday, November 6, 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong for the Sunday after All Saints’ Day 

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive  ▪  Bethesda, MD 20816 
301.229.3770  ▪  office.redeemer@verizon.net 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 

October 2011 at  

REDEEMER 
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MHIC 39468 Insured 

Growing Native Collection Time is Now
by Burr Gray
As in the past, over the next month until Oct. 23, the Potomac 
Watershed Partnership and the Potomac Conservancy are 
accepting black walnuts and certain other desirable nuts and 
acorns you have collected through their Growing Native 
program. The collected nuts and acorns are sent to the MD and 
VA state nurseries. Check out www.growingnative.org for more 
info. This website will list the closest drop-off location, which 
right now is up in Rockville. Not terribly close. CJCA will see if 
we can arrange for a closer location.

All nuts/acorns should be divided according to species into 
separate labeled bags, and a leaf from the particular tree should 
be placed in the bag to help confirm the species. For acorns, 
don’t forget to apply the so-called “float test”. Put a few acorns 
from the particular group collected into a bucket of water. If most 
or all of the acorns float, they are probably not viable and you 
should wait a few more days to a week and try this test again 
with freshly fallen seeds. If most of them sink, they probably are 
viable, and you should go ahead and collect them. Do not float 
test all of your acorns, because float testing may cause them to 
sprout earlier than they should. 

The nuts/acorns in demand besides black walnuts, include bald 
cypress, black oak, chestnut oak, chinkapin oak, hazelnut, hickory, 
northern red oak, overcup oak, paw paw, persimmon, pin oak, 
sassafras, southern red oak, swamp chestnut oak, swamp white 
oak, water oak, and willow oak. While Cabin John’s reputation 
has been built on black walnuts, the Growing Native folk would 
really love to get some of the others so look around your yard. If 
you want descriptions of those trees and nuts, or other information 
about the program, go to the Growing Native website.
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Sept. 27, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) financial results 
of Crab Feast, 2) possible projects and efforts of 
CJCA for the fiscal year 2011-2012. Babysitting 
provided free of charge. 

Next Cabin John Blood Drive—The next 
community blood drive will take place Sunday, Oct. 
2 at the Clara Barton Community Center from 10 am 
to 3:45 pm. Please contact Cabin John resident Karen 
Melchar (ardenroad@me.com or 301-229-9049) if 
you are willing and able to donate blood, or if you 
can staff the sign-in table or help in other ways such 
as set up or take down of the tables and chairs. 

Haunted House—This year’s haunted house will 
be held on October 30 (4–6 pm) at the Community 
Center sponsored by the Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community Center (FCBCC). We will 
definitely need some volunteers to help out this 
time since many of our usual trusty volunteers 
won’t be able to assist. Please contact Burr Gray 
(burrgray@aol.com) if you can assist either 
dressed in costume or to tell fortunes, or to assist 
with set up and take down.

Pistons & Pancakes—Mark your calendar for 
an upcoming event on Nov 6 (9 – 11 am) at the 
Community Center. FCBCC is organizing an auto 
show (which includes both cars and motorcycles) 
and a pancake breakfast at the community center. 
Admission to the event is free, but we will be 
charging $3/person if you want some pancakes. We 
are looking for interesting cars and motorcycles to 
show. So please contact Bruce Wilmarth (301-229-
8528 or bwilmarth@washingtonfirstbank.com) if 
you have a vehicle that you think would be fun to 
have in the show. There is no particular theme, just 
older cars/motorcycles or newer cars/motorcycles 
that are interesting for some reason. Cars/
motorcycles will be parked on the side parking lot 
and on the blacktop in the back of the Center. Also, 
kids should bring their matchbox cars. There will be 
races of those items, with modest prizes. 

Egyptian Bazaar

St. George Coptic Orthodox Church, on 
78th Street, Cabin John, will be having 
its annual Egyptian Bazaar on Saturday 
and Sunday October 1 & 2 from 
noon to 6 pm. There will be delicious 
Middle Eastern Food, Egyptian and 
international articles for sale, and 
games for the children.

For more information, contact Mireille 
Rizkalla, St. George Coptic Orthodox 
Church, 301-263-3006.
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Recognize This Familiar Cabin John Sight?

Local artist Jack Mandel has sketched another 
Cabin John landmark many of us pass daily. Can 
you guess what it is? The answer is on p. 15.
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Taimur says that in the U.S.” reaching the pinnacle 
of squash” is playing in the “Under -19 group.” 
Doing well in that group, he said, determines 
whether you are good enough to play squash in 
college and that is his goal for the future. To keep in 
shape, Taimur often runs around his neighborhood, 
or the track at Whitman. He concentrates on short 
sprints, which are “very important,” he says, 
because squash is so demanding. “Fitness,” he said, 
“ is more important than strength in squash.” He 
plays for the Potomac Squash Club, this past year 
on a Division 5 Team.

In the upcoming school year, Taimur plans to better 
manage his time so that squash will not conflict so 
much with time for homework. During the school 
year, he usually plays four days a week. He is an all 
“A” student at Whitman.

After high school he hopes to play in college and 
most of those who offer it are Ivy League schools 
such as Yale, Harvard and Princeton, and other 
schools such as the University of Rochester and 
Williams College, Taimur said. It is important to 
have good grades because these schools look at that 
aspect first. His career path is uncertain right now, 
but he is thinking of becoming a doctor or lawyer. 
He finds science the most interesting and is good at 
mathematics. English and the related writing tasks, 
are more challenging for him.

His sister Hanna, age 11, has just entered Pyle 
Middle School. She is starting to play squash 
also and Taimur helps her learn techniques and 
encourages her to keep practicing. Hanna looks 
up to him and has played in a few tournaments 
already. Hanna is lucky, Taimur said, to be getting 
an earlier start at the game than he did. Their dad 
also helps coach Hanna. Shahab played squash 
often as a child and teenager in Pakistan and in the 
U. S. with friends.

 After college, Taimur said, very few American 
players go on to play professionally on the 
Professional Squash Association tour. About every 
five years or so, an American may go professional, 
he said, and that person is usually the top squash 
player in college in America. Currently, there 
are just three Americans among the top 100 
professional players in the world, he said. In 
Pakistan, the highest ranked player has a worldwide 
rank of 29, Taimur said. The sport is also popular in 
England, Australia, France, Egypt, India, Malaysia 
and several other countries.

While squash is not popular in the U.S., that seems 
to be changing, Taimur says. Now, he pointed out, 
there is a big junior squash program in the country. 
In fact, an American woman, Amanda Sobhy, won 
the Women’s World Junior Squash Championship 
in 2010. 

Squash is not well known in this country, Taimur 
said, partly because squash games do not get 
much coverage in the media. Squash is something 
like tennis, he said, but even tennis is not well 
understood by the general public. Squash is even 
more complicated than tennis and it has more 

CHAUDHRY
cont. from page 3

 
Taimur plays squash at Whitman High School 
also, where it is a “club” sport, meaning that it is 
financed and managed by the parents of the team 
members. Taimur’s coach at Whitman was Connie 
Barnes, who is Australian. He is also coached 
by Jahangir Naseem and Brian O’Hora, two 
professional squash players in the metropolitan 
area.

When he began playing squash, Taimur was 
nervous during the matches, but now he “mainly 
tries to focus on what is happening,” so nerves 
are not a problem. During the season, there are 
tournaments once or twice a month. In the summer, 
he practices every day at Potomac Squash Club 
which is near the intersection of Montrose Road 
and Seven Locks Road.

(continued on page 15)

Taimur at the Bronze National Championships at Yale.
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Preschool - Grade 12 
Co-Educational 

301-983-5200 | www.saes.org

All Open Houses are 9 AM to 12 PM, 
with tours at 9 AM and 11 AM 
and information sessions at 10 AM. 

No reservations required.

Preschool (Age  2) - Grade  3 Grades 4-12

Open Houses
Friday, Nov. 18 Friday, Nov. 11  
Saturday, Dec. 10 Saturday, Dec. 3

Potomac Village Campus Postoak Campus
10033 River Road 8804 Postoak Road
Potomac, MD 20854 Potomac, MD 20854

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Aug-Sept 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Gar
20 Froude Circle $399,900 2 1 0 1 0
12 McKay Cir $465,000 3 1 0 1 0
15 Froude Cir $489,000 2 1 0 1 0
6940 Seven Locks Rd $599,900 2 1 0 3 0
6418 Wishbone Ter $756,000 4 3 1 3 1
8 McKay Cir $799,999 4 3 0 2 1
6529 77th St $850,000 3 3 0 3 1
5 Tomlinson Ct $1,160,000 3 2 1 3 2
7507 Arden Rd $1,249,000 4 4 0 5 1
6600 80th Pl $1,495,000 6 5 2 3 3
8004 MacArthur Blvd $1,750,000 6 5 1 3 1
8006 MacArthur Blvd $1,800,000 6 5 1 3 1

UNDER CONTRACT:
8 Russell Rd $479,900 3 2 0 2 0

LOTS IN CABIN JOHN
ACTIVE:  List Price Lot SF  Zoning
6600 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 9,017  R90
6602 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 10,145  R90
6604 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 9,469  R90
6940 Seven Locks Rd $599,000 29,892  R200
6512 75th St $649,000 15,000  R90

UNDER CONTRACT:
8008 MacArthur Blvd $3,000,000 33,104  R90

SOLD: Sold For:
7402 Arden Rd $550,000 10,182  R90



15

The Village News

Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in-home 
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an 
estimate 301-263-2783.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076.

CHAUDHRY
cont. from page 12

Mystery Landmark

Jack Mandel’s drawing on p.11 depicts the cupola that sits atop the old 
firehouse building at the corner of Seven Locks Road and MacArthur 
Blvd. The firehouse was built in the early 1930’s and served the 
community until 1984 when a new station was built on River Road near 
Seven Locks Road.

rules than tennis does. One similarity to tennis, he 
explained, is that players are “ranked” so that you 
generally play against someone who has a similar 
skill level.

 Squash is a year-round sport that is played indoors. 
A squash court has four walls, and a person can 
practice solo. The game is played on a court similar 
to a racquetball court. The ball used in squash is 
smaller and bounces less than that of racquetball and 
the court is shorter in length than a racquetball court 
is. Matches consist of five games and to win a match 
you must win the majority of five games; each game 
goes to 11 points. In 2020, squash may be played in 
the Olympics; it is on the short list for consideration 
by the International Olympic Committee, Taimur 
said. Squash is one of the fastest-growing sports in 
the world and Forbes Magazine recently named it the 
most healthy sport.

Taimur likes squash because “it’s a family thing.” 
and also because of the energy of the game. 
“It’s so fast and quick,” he said,” and it’s really 
a good workout.” There is no official uniform 
for the games he plays for either Whitman High 
School or for the Potomac Squash Club. Everyone 
wears shorts and some kind of tee-shirt or polo 
shirt. Shoes that grip the court are necessary, 
and goggles are required for non- professionals, 
Taimur said, because the weight and speed of the 
ball can be dangerous. 

Taimur likes sports because he enjoys competition 
and because sports offer such a good way to meet 
different people. Also, he added, “It’s important 
to be athletic in order to be healthy.” His 
parents have emphasized health over the years, 
particularly since Taimur’s father developed heart 
problems a few years ago. Realizing he may have 
a genetic tendency for the same problem, Taimur 
wants to be as healthy as possible. His parents 
attend almost all of his matches even though the 
games can be stressful for them.” They are very 
supportive,” he said.

For the upcoming year, Taimur plans to maintain 
his grades while improving his squash skills. 
Squash has been a lot of fun, Taimur says, 
because it gives him a feeling of closeness to 
others in the squash community. “It’s a good way 
to meet new people of all ages and skill levels,” 
he said. “Squash adds a lot to your physical and 
mental health.”
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HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 23 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

COMMUNITY YARD SALE. MacArthur Park/
Wishbone Terrace. Sunday, Oct. 9, 10 am-2 pm,  rain 
or shine. Multi-family; furniture, collectibles,  games/
toys, books, CDs, household goods, much more! 

COMPUTER SERVICES - DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone and 
e-mail support is also available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about our services email  
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves 
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring! 
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering 

daily walks, bathing, overnight stays at my home 
or yours—fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. 
I’ll pick-up and return your pet if you desire. Your 
pet will thank you! Many neighborhood references 
available. Lisa Charles 301-979-2567

BELLY DANCING CLASSES—for all 
sizes and shapes, liven up the body and 
spirit this Fall. Every Wed. drop-in classes 
at Clara Barton Community Center 6:30-
7:30pm $10/class. Questions contact Diana at 
dawnoftheflower@yahoo.com

DEFINE YOURSELF:  This fall semester 
you are assigned independent study while I am 
on maternity leave. Our strength training class 
offered at Concord St. Andrews will resume 
in January. For more information contact 
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515.


