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by Tina Rouse

Be sure to mark your calendars for Cabin 
John’s 42nd Annual Crab & Chicken Feast, 
slated for Saturday, September 10, from 2-6 pm 
at the Clara Barton Community Center, 7425 
MacArthur Blvd.

The crab and chicken feast has been a local 
tradition since 1970 when it was first held in a 
field behind the Carver Road home of resident 
Bill White. Initially, a fundraiser for a home 
study program, the event grew in size over the 
years until it was relocated to the Clara Barton 
Center in 1990.

This gathering allows the entire Cabin John 
community to kick back and chill out, enjoying 
food, friends, and fabulous fun and games. 
Tickets are available for $13 at the door, and $11 
if bought in advance.

As always, events on this scale require a lot of 
people to help put together. We would love to 
have you join us as a volunteer (we especially 
need cooking assistants or wrap-up helpers). If 
you would like to lend a helping hand or want 
more information send an email to cjcrabfeast@
aol.com or call 301-221-7827. For advance 
tickets, please call 301-320-2685.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Blood Drive Scheduled October 2
by Burr Gray
The next community Blood Drive will take place on Sunday, October 2 at the 
Clara Barton Community Center. Please contact Cabin John resident Karen 
Melchar (ardenroad@mac.com or 229-9049) if you are willing and able to 
donate blood. 

Time slots start at 10 am, with the last slot at 3:45 pm. Our goal is 40 pints. 
We also need help in staffing the sign-in table and in helping with setup and 
takedown, so please let Karen know if you can volunteer any of your time 
whether or not you plan to donate blood.

If you have any questions regarding eligibility to donate, please call the Red 
Cross nurses station (1-800-272-2048) for more information. 

Plans Being Made for September Crab Feast

Hula Hoop Champion

Leyla Nester became Cabin John’s first (we 
think) official Hula Hoop champion at this 

year’s 4th of July festivities. Leyla kept three 
hoops aloft for 10 seconds.
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3-5 ........................... Labor Day Art Show
 Glen Echo Park 
 noon - 6 pm (see p. 11)

10 ............................Free Lockhouse Tour
 Lockhouse 10 
 11 am - 2 pm (see p. 10)

10 ...........................Crab & Chicken Feast
 Clara Barton Center 
 2 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

27 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center 
 7:30 pm

2 .............................................Blood Drive
 Clara Barton Center 
 10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 1)
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

We have many deaths to report this issue.

Neil Mason died in June. Neil lived on 78th Street 
with his wife Karen. Neil lived all his life in 
Cabin John, much of it in his 78th Street childhood 
home. He worked for the Federal Government for 
his entire career. He was the father of Tammie 
Roberts and Ronald Mason, and grandfather of 
five.

Two Leibrand brothers who grew up on 78th 
Street in Cabin John, Norman (“Mouse”) and 
Herbert (“Toogie”), died in July. Norman, 74, 
was a welder; Herbert, 65, was a DC police officer. 
At the time they died, Norman was living in 
Poolesville, and Herbert was living in Bethesda.

Cathy Allen Riddle died in August. Cathy grew up 
on 79th Street. She and her husband Philip Riddle, 
a Cabin John native, and their two daughters were 
living in New Windsor, Maryland, in a home they 
had completely remodeled.

Hazel Dillow lived for many years on Webb 
Road. Her late husband, Walter Dillow, was a 
roofer. Their children are Diane, who now lives in 
Edgewater, Mike who lives in West Virginia, and 
Darlene, with whom Hazel lived in Dixie, Georgia, 
for the last few years of her life.

Marjie Craig died in December 2010. She and her 
late husband, Jim Craig, lived on Arden Road for 
decades and raised their five children there. Marjie 
and Jim were very active in Cabin John community 
organizations and projects. 

Helen Point was a beloved fixture for more than 40 
years at Glen Echo Pharmacy, where she worked 
until her death in August.

Cabin John has many folks who have run in 
marathons. In the next issue, Neighborly News will 
be talking to some of them. If you or one of your 
neighbors has participated in a marathon or half-
marathon, whether finished or not, please send the 
name to bbeckmartin@verizon.net within 
the next 2 weeks. Thanks!

Please send along any other news of your family or 
your neighbors to Barbara Martin, 301-229-3482, 
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
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By: Amy Mermelstein

For most of us, when we think of our first 
childhood memory, we tend to remember either a 
negative incident or dramatic event. Sometimes 
these experiences are indicative of the kind of life 
that may follow. A common recollection might be 
something like our first bike ride without training 
wheels—a life of risk taking. Or perhaps the time 
we went to the hospital to have a marshmallow or 
a raisin extracted from our nose or ear—a life of 
exploration. So when your first memories of life 
are of a three week voyage to New York crossing 
the Atlantic Ocean on a passenger ship, it seems 
only fitting that you would be destined for a life of 
adventure and travel. 

Erran Carmel was born in Haifa (on Mt. Carmel), 
the largest city in Northern Israel. It is located on 
the Mediterranean coastline, 60 miles north of Tel 
Aviv. “Going down” to the beach was—and still 
is—the central part of this city’s way of life.

Erran may have been born in Haifa but he was 
raised all over. In 1959, at age three, his father’s 
doctorate studies took the family on the three week 
Trans-Atlantic journey that he describes as his 
earliest memory. Erran spoke of how the men and 
women slept in separate accommodations at that 
time with community showers down the hall. When 
asked what he remembers most about the trip he 
says, “The bunk beds and being seasick.”

Erran’s father was a professor and his work often 
took the family back and forth between the 
United States and Israel. Erran refers to his 
childhood as “comfortable with a touch of 
confusion.” By this he means he was quite at 
ease in both the United States and Israel and 
completely bilingual. However, in the United 
States he found himself looking for places 
to eat falafel, while in Israel he sought out 
friends to play baseball. Later he discovered 
there is even a term for someone who grew 
up in more than one culture like him—he is a 
“Third Culture Kid.”

At age 18, Erran served in the Israel Defense 
Forces for three years. In Israel, military 
duty is mandatory at age 18 for all men and 
women. “It is similar to getting your driver’s 
license in the U.S. It is just something 
everyone does,” he explains. The majority of 

Erran Carmel: Tales of a Globetrotting Professor
his time was spent training and driving tanks. At the 
conclusion of his service, Erran, like many others, 
sought relaxation and a place to get away. He chose 
to escape to California, a spot he is still very fond 
of and calls “magical.”

Erran may have chosen 
California as his “get-away” 
but he quickly forgot about 
relaxing. In 1978, he began 
studying Economics as an 
undergrad at the University of 
California in Berkeley. It was 
there that he inadvertently 
stumbled into his career in 
Information Technology. 

One day during his junior 
year while perusing a job 
board (the paper-based-
bulletin board no longer 
in existence) a position for 
a computer programmer 
caught his eye. He did not 
feel completely qualified but 
for some reason he chose to 
apply anyway. He was hired 
and did so well that he got the 
next assignment which then led to another. 

Erran went on to study at the University of 
California in Los Angeles where he received his 
MBA. Later, he pursued his doctorate studies at the 

(continued on page 4)

Erran Carmel
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University of Arizona in Tucson achieving a PhD in 
Management Information Systems.

In 1991, Erran relocated from Arizona to 
Washington, DC to accept a position as a professor 
at American University’s Kogod School of 
Business. He has been a professor there for the past 
20 years teaching subjects on designing, using and 
managing information within organizations. He 
specializes in the globalization of technology. 

Erran points out that the inspiration of having a 
father who was a professor in a similar discipline 
helped steer his career. “I’ve learned that it is 
common for children of professors to become 
professors themselves. I have many friends and 
colleagues that are 2nd generation professors… but 
it was that lucky programming job in college that 
really set it all in motion,” Erran recalls.

Erran claims he did not know anything about the 
DC area’s skewed single-male to single-female 
ratio when he decided to move. But the area’s 
reputation for being a great place for single men 
proved to hold some truth. Not long after his 
arrival, he met Pam Schaeffer. While standing in 
line at a local synagogue waiting to hear a lecture, 
Erran was certain he was in the wrong line. He 

thought maybe 
it was for a 
singles group 
meeting down 
the hall instead 
of the lecture 
he had come 
to hear. He 
(conveniently) 
turned to the 
beautiful woman 
behind him 
and inquired 
if this was so. 
Pam assured 
him he was in 
the right line 
for the lecture 
and it was not 
a singles event. 
But it might as 
well have been. 
They started 
dating shortly 
after.

Erran and Pam 
had a lot in 

common. Pam’s childhood was very similar. She 
also grew up “all over.” Her dad was an industrial 
engineer who worked primarily in factories that 
manufactured garments. Having a bit of wanderlust 
himself, he leaped at opportunities to work abroad, 
including England, where Pam grew up, and then in 
several states and Puerto Rico. 

In 1992, Erran and Pam married. After settling in 
a nearby Bethesda neighborhood, Erran and Pam 
brought two beautiful girls into the world, Alana 
in 1994 and Mia in 1997. With the realization that 
two children can quickly overtake your home, Pam 
and Erran began a search for a bigger house. In 
1999, while driving around letting their youngest 
daughter nap in the car, they stumbled upon Cabin 
John. They fell in love with the area and a Victorian 
style home nestled amongst the trees on 79th Street. 
The fact that they were a skip-and-a-jump to the 
canal for hiking and biking signed the deal. “It 
had everything. We loved it from the beginning 
and knew it was the perfect place for us when our 
daughter Alana became fast friends with our next 
door neighbor, Leela,” Erran says.

So a wife, kids, the suburbs, years as a professor 
at one college… is this world traveller settling 
down? Don’t be fooled. Erran’s sense of adventure 
certainly hasn’t been put on hold. He travels 
to Israel yearly to visit his parents, family and 
friends and he has been on sabbaticals that have 
temporarily relocated his family to Israel and 
Dublin, Ireland. For those not familiar, every seven 
years a professor is granted time off for six months 
called a “sabbatical.” “This is time away to refresh 
and recharge, immerse in studies and gain insight,” 
Erran shares.

In 1998, Erran’s first sabbatical took the family to 
Israel where he was the visiting professor at Haifa 
University. The children were very young so it was 
an easy transition and of course, this was a familiar 
place to Erran.

Making plans for Erran’s second sabbatical in 
2005 required a lot more thinking. The girls were 
eight and ten at the time. Erran and Pam knew 
they wanted to go to a country where English was 
spoken and where they would all feel comfortable. 
Dublin, Ireland became this place.

Erran found living abroad with his family to be an 
enormous adventure. “Immersing yourself in a new 
culture is what travel is all about. Learning to get 
around, getting used to new schools, meeting new 

CARMEL
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 15)
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    6418 Wishbone Terrace 
 SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE 
   
Like-New townhome with 2 car garage in 
MacArthur Park. New Eat-In Kitchen, New 
Baths, hardwood floors, fantastic  Master 
Suite, walk-out finished lower level.   
$715,000 

CABIN JOHN  
RULES!! 

COLDWELL BANKER  
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE  

301.718.0010  

ELLEN WILNER 
202.431.6365 

www.ellenwilner.com 
 

REDUCED    M
 

 

UNDER CONTRACT 

  6417 78th Street 
UNDER CONTRACT IN 9 DAYS!! 
 
Charming Cottage with the charm & character 
of your dreams! Family Room & Kitchen    
additions, front porch, stone fireplace, huge 
Master with Dressing Room, beautifully     
landscaped lot. $750,000 

6616 81st Street     
UNDER CONTRACT IN 30 DAYS!!             

 
Custom Victorian gem on a beautiful half-acre 
lot. Wrap-around porch, solarium with Swim 
Spa, cathedral ceilings, skylights, custom  
mosaic tile, free standing studio. $1,495,000 

 

UNDER CONTRACT 
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

Cabin John Memories Linger
No matter when people lived in Cabin John, or how 
long they lived here, strong memories of Cabin John 
seem to cling to them, even when they move away 
and even after many years. That is the case for so 
many of the people who have talked to me in recent 
years, some born and raised in Cabin John, telling 
me about life in the community long ago. 

In the 1940s and 50s, if you wanted to know 
“anything about anybody,” you went to the Cabin 
John Market on the corner of 78th street and 
MacArthur Boulevard, where Alpine Vet now stands. 
Or, “if you were looking for someone, that was 
where you went to find out where they were.”

That memory comes from Millie Ransome who grew 
up on 78th Street, a few houses from the corner. You 
heard all of the news, good and bad, she told me, 
and knew everyone in Cabin John when it was like a 
close-knit small town. 

As a teenager, she went to the Cabin John Market 
nearly every day after school. Inside, you could get a 
vanilla coke at Ed and Bill’s Soda Shop. It had been 
called Davis’s luncheonette at one point before. She 
remembers there was a counter, stools, a few tables, 
a pinball machine, and, as she said, “of course, a 
jukebox.” The soda fountain was the gathering place 
for teenagers in Cabin John. You could also get gas 

for your car or motorcycle and a few provisions to 
hold you over until the next time you stopped by. 

Those were the “good old days,” Millie said, “when 
we did fun things.” She now lives in Virginia, near 
Roanoke, and has carried her memories of Cabin 
John for nearly 70 years. In the winter, she recalls, 
“everyone would pile into a truck and be taken to a 
hill to go sledding.” Of course, she can’t forget the 
canal. She remembers crossing through the “itchy 
weeds” to get to the river. She heard stories about 
the canal from her mother, Genevieve Swope, who 
grew up in a small house at Lock 9 which was later 
dismantled by the National Park Service. 

She also remembers the “gulley guards” chasing the 
teenagers riding their motorcycles too fast across the 
aqueduct Cabin John Bridge. She has fond memories 
of the teen club that “kept us out of trouble.” She 
learned to dance at Junior Hall, not far from the fire 
station – today next to MacArthur Plaza – and went 
to teen club dances at a recreation center behind the 
Clara Barton School. Millie attended Clara Barton 
School as did her two children. 

Cheryl Marshall Sonnabend also remembers the 
soda fountain and called it “our favorite place as 
children.” She said she has “many memories as a 
child swimming in the canal at the locks and ice 
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The old Cabin John Market (where Alpine Veterinary is today) as it appeared around the 1940’s.
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skating on the river. We used to walk to the trolley 
car [on the Glen Echo side of the bridge] and made 
trips downtown. We used to ride our bikes to Anglers 
Inn and Great Falls.”

She married Donald Marshall and they had 5 
children, all attending Clara Barton School in 
classes led by some of the same teachers that 
Cheryl had when she attended the school. Her 
husband, Donald, was Chief of the Cabin John 
fire department for many years and she formed the 
majorettes, and two of her daughters were members. 
Her sister-in-law is Thelma Marshall, who lives in 
Cabin John Gardens, and her father-in-law was part 
of the team who worked on the aqueduct. Cheryl 
has since remarried and lives on a llama farm in 
Summit Point, West Virginia. 

Cheryl’s first home was at 25 2nd street (now 75th 
Place) and after a few years her father bought 13 
acres on Persimmon Tree Rd where he built a 
home and named the street Osage Lane, which is 
the name today. “As children we used to drive our 
Army Weapons Carrier along with John Stone (Lilly 
Stone’s son) and his jeep all over when our parents 
were not home. To catch the school bus I would 
walk everyday down to MacArthur Blvd, something 
children now can’t do,” she said. 

Memories and family ties bring Terry Hornauer 
Sobel back to Cabin John every year with her 
three young children to introduce them to what she 
remembers from her own childhood. They stay with 
her parents, Jerry and Elaine Hornauer, go to the 
canal and “walk the Creek, which I couldn’t do as 
a child because of pollution,” she said. They also 
participate every year in the Cabin John parade 
and in the canoe trip, too. She now lives in South 
Carolina. 

But the thoughts of long ago maybe aren’t so 
different from today if you ask a young person who 
lives in Cabin John now. “There are always tons of 
kids in this neighborhood, and generally everyone is 
friends with one another,” said Ian Martin, a teenager 
who has grown up in Cabin John and still lives here. 
“My favorite part of Cabin John is the bountiful 
wildlife around the area. There are endless trails in 
the surrounding woods and C&O Canal, which can 
take a lifetime to discover each individual path.”

He wrote, “Almost nowhere else can you be so 
close to a major U.S city, yet have none of the city 
atmosphere. Cabin John has its own distinct vibe 
to it. Life around here is much more easy going…

Growing up in Cabin John has taught me to take life 
slowly, and not to rush through anything. I feel that 
growing up in Cabin 
John has really shaped 
me to become the person 
that I am today, and the 
‘Cabin John lifestyle’ 
has really become my 
lifestyle.”

Kids growing up in 
today’s Cabin John are 
forming the memories 
that will be with them 
when they look back 
years from now.
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Men’s Group Welcomes New Members

by Larry Heflin

The Senior Men’s Luncheon Group meets 
on the second Thursday of each month at 
Normandie Farm in Potomac, with social 
“hour” 11:30 am - 12 pm; lunch at noon. This 
group started some years ago as the Carderock 
Retired Senior Men’s Luncheon Group and 
has since evolved and been invaded by a few 
Cabin John types as well as others. Usually 
about a dozen attend. You meet, greet, engage 
in convivial conversation, pay your own bill 
and are home by 2. Most are retired: ages from 
about 60 to 90. Plan to join us. Casual dress. 
I make the reservations by the prior Tuesday. 
You can reach me at 301 229-4674 or by e-mail 
at larryheflin@verizon.net.

Do You Recognize This Familiar Cabin John Sight?

Jack Mandel, of Carver Road, is an industrial designer who likes to 
draw and paint. His sketch shown here is part of a structure that has 
historical significance to Cabin John. Can you guess what it is? The 
answer is on p. 15.
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Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping

Cabin John resident Larry Heflin sent an E-mail to 
express his appreciation for the local post office taking 
the extra step to get mail to his house despite the fact 
that there was a quirky address on the letter. As you can 
see from the photo below, sometimes even the most 
mislabeled mail can get through.

Letter to the editor
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Canal Quarters Debuts 1930’s Furnished Lockhouse 10

Beginner’s Mind 
      Yoga

Drop-Ins Welcome!

          Free Introductory Class                 Level I/II Classes 

Saturday mornings  9:30-11:00 am

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall

6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816   

301.263.9644                    http://alice-despard.blogspot.com

by Tim Weedlun

On Sunday, September 11, the C&O 
Canal Trust’s Canal Quarters program 
will be opening Lockhouse 10 for the first 
time to overnight guests. Decked out in 
furnishings from the 1930s, the historic 
structure is expected to be as popular 
as its 1950s counterpart, Lockhouse 6. 
Where else can you spend the night in a 
national park and have the functionality 
and convenience of a 1930s rehabbed 
bathroom and kitchen?

When the federal government purchased 
the abandoned C&O Canal in the 1930s, 
it was flood ravaged and suffering 
from neglect. In response to the onset 
of the Great Depression, the Roosevelt 

Administration established two Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) camps near 
Carderock, Maryland, just two miles 
upstream from Lockhouse 10. These 
camps, which housed African-Americans 
exclusively, provided work, education, and 
training for hundreds of unemployed youth. 
Over the course of 4 years, their labor, 
along with workers from the Public Works 
Administration (PWA) and the National 
Park Service (NPS) helped transform the 
C&O Canal into a resource worthy of 
protection and preservation. Their work 
set the stage for Supreme Court Justice 
William O. Douglas and later generations 
of conservationists to advocate successfully 
for the national park which now exists.

Lockhouse 10, built in 1830 and 
originally remodeled by CCC and NPS 
crews in 1939, has been 
furnished to evoke the 1930s, 
including its period kitchen 
and bathroom. It is located 
on the Clara Barton Parkway 
inside the Capital Beltway and 
offers proximity to numerous 
attractions in the Washington, 
DC area. Its forested environs 
are popular with outdoor 
enthusiasts including birders, 
hikers, bikers, runners, 
fishermen and canoers.

Lockhouse 10 joins other lockhouses in the program 
that have recently been restored. Lockhouse 22 and 
Lockhouse 28 allow you to see what life was like 
during the establishment and construction of the 
canal in the 1830s. The furnishings in Lockhouse 49 
reflect the period around the turn of the 19th century, 
toward the end of the canal’s operations. And 
Lockhouse 6 is furnished as it may have been in the 
1950s to tell the story of the campaign to preserve 
the canal led by Supreme Court Justice William O. 
Douglas. These houses are just a few of the more 
than 1,300 historic structures in the C&O Canal 
National Historical Park, which has more historic 
structures than any other national park in the country.

A sneak peek of the lockhouse is available free 
to the public on Saturday, September 10, from 11 
am to 2 pm. For more information, visit http://
canaltrust.org/quarters.
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A historic photo of Lockhouse 10
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Upcoming Lockhouse 8 River Center Events

Potomac Conservancy offers several opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty 
of the Potomac River, and to lend a hand in protecting the lands and waters of 
this national treasure. The following events are for people of all ages to enjoy, 
free, and located at the River Center at Lockhouse 8. For detailed information 
and directions to the River Center, please visit www.potomac.org/site/river-
center-events/index.php. 

Canal Stewards Cleanup 
Sunday, August 21, 2 – 4 pm

Help the Conservancy clean up and beautify the land and water surrounding 
Lock 8, and along miles 8 and 9 of the C&O Canal towpath. This monthly 
cleanup day is open to all ages, and is part of the Canal Steward Program, 
engaging volunteers in a long-term relationship in which they become the 
caretakers of a designated site within the C&O Canal National Historical Park. 
Cleanup activities include picking up trash, pruning vegetation along trails, and 
repairing the towpath and trails. Wear clothes that can get dirty- we’ll provide 
all the necessary tools and equipment.

Voices of the River: Reed Martin
Sunday, August 21, 4 - 5 pm

Reed Martin, winner of old-time banjo contests for 30 years, will play an old 
“claw hammer” style, 5-string banjo to the beat of the river. Come enjoy an 
interactive experience of storytelling and pictures while listening to the tunes of 
the banjo on the steps of the River Center.

Voices of the River: Potomac Palette
Sunday, August 21, 4 - 7 pm

Come to an art exhibit at the River Center, featuring the work of 
local artists Adnan Alsaffar, Mimi Betz, Nan Fuhrman, and Hushang 
Tohidloo. Enjoy the beauty of local landscapes on canvas while 
listening to music by acclaimed banjoist, Reed Martin. 

NEED AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE FAST?
LOCAL RESIDENT SEEKS LOCAL WORK

DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS, NO EXTRA CHARGES
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALL NECESSARY LICENSES AND INSURANCE
PLENTY OF REFERENCES

CALL ANYTIME 301-365-2155
SAM OSLER

7105 GARMON ROAD, BETHESDA, MD

WSSC #20215 MARYLAND HVAC #16047

The 41st Annual Labor Day Art Show will 
be held September 3 through 5 from noon to 
6 pm at the Spanish Ballroom of Glen Echo 
Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd. The show features 
the work of more than 200 artists, most of 
whom have a connection to the park either as 
instructors, students, or resident artists. Work 
will include photography, painting, ceramics, 
jewelry, glass, textiles, and more. Most of the 
artwork is for sale. The opening reception will 
be held September 2, 7-9 pm in the Spanish 
Ballroom. If you would like to volunteer to 
help out with the show contact Alyssa Sanders 
at LDAS@glenechopark.org or visit the Glen 
Echo Park website, www.glenechopark.org, for 
more information.

Save the Date: Labor Day Art Show
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About 40 Cabin Johners and friends gathered to paddle their canoes and 
kayaks down a stretch of the Potomac River near Lockhouse 10 for the 13th 
annual canoe trip held on July 10. Xavier Maggio is shown above enjoying the 
lovely weather at a placid stretch of the journey. At left, a zebra-striped butterfly 
alights on the cap of Dominique Maggio, perhaps attracted to her zebra-striped 
swimsuit.

In the photos at top and on the bottom of p. 13, the participants of the flotilla 
pose for the annual group photos. 

July on the Potomac
Images from the 13th Annual Canoe Trip
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In the top left photo, Robert Patt-Corner’s dog appears to enjoy being ferried around in the boat that Robert assembled by himself that very 
morning. At left below, Mike Liebman’s son manages to smile for the camera while he and his father negotiate some rapids. Above right, 
Miriam Hetfield flashes a smile in calmer waters.
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John June- Aug 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
20 Froude Circle $399,900 2 1 0 1 0 0
12 McKay Cir $465,000 3 1 0 1 0 0
15 Froude Cir $489,000 2 1 0 1 0 0
6940 Seven Locks Rd $599,900 2 1 0 3 0 1
6418 Wishbone Ter $715,000 4 3 1 3 1 2
8 McKay Cir $799,999 4 3 0 2 1 0
6529 77th St $850,000 3 3 0 3 1 1
6515 80th St $1,199,000 6 5 1 4 1 2
6600 80th Pl $1,495,000 6 5 2 3 2 3
6426 79th St $1,750,000 6 5 1 3 1 2
8004 MacArthur Blvd $1,800,000 6 5 1 3 1 2
8216 Caraway St $2,700,000 6 6 1 4 2 3
UNDER CONTRACT:
8 Russell Rd $479,900 3 2 0 2 0 0
6417 78th St $750,000 2 2 0 2 1 0
8001 Spring Rd $1,150,000 6 5 0 3 3 2
6616 81st St $1,495,000 5 5 0 4 2 0
SOLD:
7910 Cypress Grove Ln $775,000 5 4 1 3 1 0
6458 Wishbone Ter $699,000 3 3 1 3 2 2
6523 77th St $755,625 3 3 1 3 0 0

LOTS IN CABIN JOHN
ACTIVE:  List Price Lot SF  Zoning
6600 Seven Locks Rd $599,000 9,017  R90
6602 Seven Locks Rd $599,000 10,145  R90
6604 Seven Locks Rd $599,000 9,469  R90
6940 Seven Locks Rd $625,000 29,892  R200
6512 75th St $649,000 15,000  R90
UNDER CONTRACT:
8008 MacArthur Blvd $3,000,000 33,104  R90
SOLD: Sold For:
7402 Arden Rd $535,000 10,182  R90
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in-home 
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an 
estimate 301-263-2783.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076.

CARMEL
cont. from page 4

people,” he says. It was the peak of the Irish boom 
years and even a small car would have broken the 
budget. The whole family used bicycles to get to 
work and school even though Dublin is not very 
bike friendly. They lived not far from University 
College in Dublin where Erran was a visiting 
professor. The area is called Milltown. “But in 
Ireland,” he explains, “You always identify yourself 
by the closest pub, so we were just up the street 
from the Dropping Well Pub.” Erran smiles as he 
reminisces about this time. “Mia developed a cute 
little Irish accent and Alana walked around singing 
the Irish National Anthem,” he says with a laugh.

Spring and summer breaks are used as 
opportunities for exploration as well. In the 
summer of 2009, Erran, Pam and the girls hopped 
on a plane to Guatemala to help build stoves for 
families so poor they were cooking on open fires. 
Pam notes that that the open fires were a hazard 
to the families’ health and because of the rapid 
deforestation this is detrimental to the environment. 
They worked in a village outside Antigua and 
after work hours learned Spanish in the outdoor 
courtyard language classes. 

This past May, Erran returned from his most 
recent trip that took him to Asia to study how 
other countries do business. Erran and ten graduate 
students from American University toured Vietnam 
for ten days visiting multiple companies and 
factories like Ford and Nike. The emphasis of the 
trip was to understand what it means to do business 
in Vietnam. 

In addition to jet-setting here and there, raising 
a family and teaching, Erran has written three 
professional books. The first one published in 1999 
called Global Software Teams was the first book 
on the topic of virtual teaming and global software 
development. His second book that came out in 
2005, Offshoring Information Technology, discusses 
the challenges of outsourcing software development 
overseas. And his third book available later this 
year, I’m Working While They’re Sleeping, delves 
into the issues that time zones impose on the global 
coordination of work. 

Erran’s next sabbatical is just around the corner. 
Where will it take him and his family? He would 
not divulge any information. Not even a hint of 
possible locations. We will have to check back to 
find out.

Preschool - Grade 12 
Co-Educational 

301-983-5200 | www.saes.org

All Open Houses are 9 AM to 12 PM, 
with tours at 9 AM and 11 AM 
and information sessions at 10 AM. 

No reservations required.

Preschool (Age  2) - Grade  3 Grades 4-12

Open Houses
Friday, Nov. 18 Friday, Nov. 11  
Saturday, Dec. 10 Saturday, Dec. 3

Potomac Village Campus Postoak Campus
10033 River Road 8804 Postoak Road
Potomac, MD 20854 Potomac, MD 20854

Mystery Door

Jack Mandel’s drawing on p. 8 is of the doorway on the building next to 
the tennis courts near the Cabin John Bridge. A former gas house, it is 
the only structure left from the Cabin John Bridge Hotel which burned 
down in 1931. In 1989, the gas house building was designated a county 
historic site.



ClassifiedsClassifieds THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $10 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, for the 
issue mailing Sept. 24, 2011. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: Mike 
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,  
Barbara Martin. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

The Village News
PO Box 164
Cabin John, MD 20818, USA
Address Service Requested
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Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 23 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

DEFINE YOURSELF:  This fall semester you 
are assigned independent study while I am on 
maternity leave. Our strength training class offered 
at Concord St. Andrews will resume in January. 
For more information contact CarolynEvans728@
gmail.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES - DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone 
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule 
an appointment or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-
0873.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515.


