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Cabin Johners Urged to Attend Budget Cuts Talk
by Burr Gray, FCBCC President
The Friends of the Clara Barton Community
Center (FCBCC) and the Cabin John Citizens
Association invite you to attend a critical
dialogue with representatives from the
Montgomery County Recreation Department on
March 29, 2011 at 7:30 pm at the Clara Barton
Center (7425 MacArthur Blvd).

We hope to have a dialogue on what measures
local residents and neighborhood groups can take
to support the Center and lessen the impact of the
budget cuts. If you care about the future of CBCC
as a community resource, this is an important
meeting to attend. The telephone number for the
Clara Barton Center is 301-229-0010.

© Burr Gray

County personnel will present the impact of next
year’s County budget on the Center. At the time
this issue of the Village News went to press,
the budget was due to have been released on
March 15 and was expected to contain significant
reductions County-wide.

The FCBCC’s popular Bingo Night (story on p. 7) is
one of a number of local events that uses the County’s
Clara Barton Center..

Actress To Portray Clara Barton at Anniversary
by Tim Weedlun
On Sunday, April 16, the National Park Service
will be hosting a free special event at the Clara
Barton National
Historic Site in Glen
Echo in honor of the
150th anniversary of
Neighborly News.............................................
the Civil War. From
7 to 9 pm, rangers
Profile: Modestine Snead.................................
and volunteers will
lead historical tours
CJCA News.....................................................
at various stations
within the house which
Mystery of Cabin John Streets.........................
served as headquarters
and a warehouse for
Green Neighbors........................................
the American Red
Cross. From 7:30 to
Lockhouse 8 Spring Events........................
8:30 pm there will
be a solo, interactive
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performance of “Clara Barton: Red Cross Angel”
by award-winning actress Mary Ann Jung. Jung
has portrayed famous women of history on CNN,
the Today Show, and Good Morning America. In
2002, her Clara Barton show won top honors for
Solo Theatrical Peformance from the Maryland
State Arts Council.
If weather permits, Jung’s performance will
take place outdoors on the grounds of the
historic site around a campfire. Reservations
for the show are required and can be made by
calling 301-320-1410.
The Clara Barton National Historic Site is located
at 5801 Oxford Road in Glen Echo. For more
information, visit their website at www.nps.gov/
clba/index.htm.
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Neighborly News

Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter on Woodrow Place
is committed to native plants. Her young trees include
red oaks, river birches, redbuds, and a spectacularly
successful chocolate persimmon. “For the last two
years it has borne so much fruit that a branch broke
under the weight.”
John Gelb of Arden Road is happy with his Brown
Turkey fig tree. “It will flourish if you plant it in
the right warm spot, maybe next to a south-facing
building. I like to grow fruits that don’t require
spraying. Of course, you’re sharing with the
squirrels.” Susan Gelb has a greenhouse where
she grows orchids year-round. She has tropical
jasmine—which has a wonderful fragrance that fights
depression—and is planning to grow bougainvillea.
Heidi Lewis sows waves of wildflowers outside their
fence on MacArthur Boulevard. Inside the fence is
a vegetable garden featuring squash and pumpkins,
fertilized with chicken droppings from their hens.
Richard Goodwin and Judith Bell like to keep
most of their three acres on Cabin Road in a seminatural state with lots of azaleas. They have two
vegetable plots where there is mostly sunlight, and
grow peppers, cucumbers, and tomatoes. “So many
tomatoes. This year I’m determined to dry some, can
some, and make lots of sauce.”
Pam Zilly spends many hours in the backyard of her
76th Street house. “I’ll be seriously assessing my
plants, moving them around for better organization.
And this year I’m going to do a lot of mulching.
Along the fence I’ll be putting in tropical castor bean
plants; they have huge leaves and grow to 15’. And
I’m eager to see the 25 different varieties of daylilies
that I planted in the fall.”
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So, is that enough inspiration to get you out into
your yard?
Any Neighborly News items about your family,
your neighbors, or former CJ residents are welcome.
Barbara Martin 301-229-3482 or bbeckmartin@
verizon.net

Community
Calendar

MAR

Phil Amoruso plants his vegetable garden in his 76th
Street front yard. “That’s where the sun is, the back
is all shade.” Phil grows a variety of herbs—thyme,
parsley, rosemary, sage, chives, oregano, and basil.
“I love to make pesto.” He has a perennial asparagus
patch and grows a big harvest of tomatoes. “This year
I’ll be starting a lot of flower seeds indoors under a
plant light. They’ll go in the side yard. The seeds will
germinate in 10-12 days.”

Marie Rojas, on MacArthur Boulevard, is a
certified professional gardener. Recently she made a
presentation at a Master Gardeners’ conference. “I’m
excited about new trends in horticulture. There are
two brand-new varieties of oak-leaf hydrangeas—
Ruby Slippers and Munchkins; they are wonderful
bushes that love sun or shade, and bloom all summer
into the fall. And new cultivars of purple coneflowers
are especially suited to our mid-Atlantic climate;
I’m going to try Fatal Attraction which has pinkish
blossoms with black stems, is very fragrant, and
draws butterflies.”

29...........................Special CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 4)

16.................... Civil War Sesquicentennial

Clara Barton National Historic Site
Glen Echo
7-9 pm (see p. 1)

APR

This month, Neighborly News talked to some of
Cabin John’s top gardeners about their plans for the
coming season.

by Barbara Martin

17.................... Cabin John Creek Cleanup

CJ Bridge Playground
9:30 am - noon (see p. 6)

23............................... Lockhouse 10 Tour
Lockhouse 10
noon - 3 pm (see p. 11)
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Modestine Snead: A Rewarding Life Working in Recreation
by Stephanie Smart
Modestine Snead is the Manager and Recreation
Specialist of the Clara Barton Recreation Center,
which is part of Montgomery County’s Department
of Recreation. She has worked for the county for 31
years, nine of those at the Clara Barton Center.

Modestine loves people and began to volunteer when
she was 10, helping disadvantaged children in DC.
She helped out at an institution nearby where kids
were waiting to be adopted. She learned about it
from her grandmother’s friend, Miss Mary. “She was
always getting us involved in helping the community,”
she said. “You must give back,” she added. “I learned
that from an early age.”
For high school she attended Martha Washington
Vocational High School in D.C. and trained to be a
dietician but she developed allergies to many foods
and could not continue in that field. She then went
to Washington Technical Institute where she had a
summer position as a recreation assistant in a mental
institution. Her supervisor suggested she major in
recreation since She seemed to enjoy that kind of work
so much.
One of her first jobs after high school was helping
seniors. One of the seniors encouraged her to work
in recreation and then actually drove her to her job
interview with Montgomery County’s Recreation
Department. After being hired, Modestine worked in
the Outreach program with isolated families all over
the county, as well as with the courts and schools. At
that time there were not as many recreation centers
as there are now. “Of course, there were troubled
kids and we thought that some better recreation
opportunities might help.” Because there were so
few centers in the area, Modestine and her coworkers
visited the remote locales in vans. “We’d actually
go to the various homes and get to know people.
Sometimes the courts would provide names of
people we should visit.” The feeling was that if the
counselors were known in the communities, residents
would be more likely to accept their suggestions and
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Modestine grew up in DC and still owns her
childhood home on Capitol Hill, which is currently
being renovated by her daughter. She was raised
by her grandmother on her father’s side. Both of
her parents were teenagers when she was born. Her
father, whom she was close to, eventually became an
electrician for the Smithsonian. She had less contact
with her mother. She grew up with one younger sister
who died last year.
Modestine Snead
want to participate in new programs that included
skiing, canoeing, caving, hiking and camping—“non
-traditional” activities that low-income youths were
not familiar with. This program tried to offer lowincome kids more of the same opportunities that
middle and upper class kids have. “There were many
poor kids as well as kids from other economic levels.
It was a mix and that was good.”
To learn about the various activities, she and the other
counselors would meet and train each other. One
person on the staff might know skiing, someone else
might know canoeing, and so on. After training, they
would then practice, perhaps going rock climbing
at Great Falls, or caving in West Virginia—two
of Modestine’s favorites. She greatly enjoyed the
opportunity.
“We can get along and learn from each other,”
Modestine said. She really believes in diversity
“because we don’t live in a world by ourselves, but
in a melting pot with different cultures. We have to
help other
people out.”
She earned
an associates
degree and
a bachelors
degree in
recreation and
community
service from
(continued on
page 4)

Beginner’s Mind

Yoga

Free Introductory Class

Drop-Ins Welcome!
Level I/II Classes

Saturday mornings 9:30-11:00 am
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall
6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
301.263.9644

http://alice-despard.blogspot.com
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SNEAD
cont. from page 3

the University of the District of Columbia. Later, she
received a masters from UDC in adult education with
a concentration in gerontology.
After working at the Potomac Community Center
and at several other Montgomery County recreation
centers—including Poolesville, Damascus,
Gaithersburg and Wheaton, she came to the Clara
Barton Center in Cabin John. She supervises six
employees who monitor the building and work as
clerks at the front desk. They answer the phone and
help with registration for classes. Some of these
employees started working at the center in high school
and then come back to work during college breaks
and summer vacations. The employees are a diverse
group and range in age from 19 to 67. She meets with
them once a month to discuss how to make the center
run smoothly. In summertime, she hires additional
seasonal workers to help with the “Summer Fun”
program that Montgomery County holds for children
ages 5 through 13. She also manages the popular “Mac
Friday” event, held at the center once a month for
children in grades 3 through 6.
Modestine’s main duties are to bring in revenue by
managing registration for classes and by renting
rooms. She also must make sure that all the rooms
are set up properly. Input from community members
is welcomed. One senior recently set up a class to
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teach people how to play bridge. Another community
member began a belly dancing class.
The center can be rented on the weekends so it is
often in use for wedding receptions, bar mitzvah
celebrations, and various parties. The center was
used by church members from the Methodist church
on Seven Locks Road after its fire a few years ago.
Congregants were able to hold services at the center
for many months.
Modestine must make sure that at least two staff
members are in the building whenever the Center
is open. Walt Whitman High School class reunions,
education agency training sessions, and Chinese New
Year celebrations are just some of the events recently
held at the center. A program that teaches canoeing for
ages 12 to 15 also rents part of the building. Of course,
it is also the voting site for both local and national
elections.
In some ways the center is like a home in that the
needs of a variety of people must be met. She must
make sure that the rentals are handled properly
and that the center offers classes that people want.
Cabin John residents help her figure this out with a
suggestion box at the center about what classes they
would like to attend.
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She has tried to add some classes and activities that
are not in the County-approved budget. When she first
came to work at the Clara Barton Recreation Center,
she explained to Burr Gray, president of the Cabin
John Citizens Association, that Cabin John should
set up a Friends of Clara Barton Recreation Center
organization. This group of local citizens helps raise
money for special items that are necessary, but are
not in the regular county budget. The Friends of Clara
Barton Recreation Center is one of just a few in the
county that has a 501C designation. This is a nonprofit
designation that permits the group to raise funds.
The Friends group has purchased, for example, some
chairs, a couch, a rug, and a new copier. “I want the
community to know how important the Friends board
of directors has been in keeping the Center open.”
The Summer Fun program is held from 9 am to 4 pm,
Monday through Friday, from June to August. More
than 100 kids register but generally, 65 to 70 children
attend each day. For this program, she and the staff
decide what activities would be appropriate and then
buy the needed toys, as well as art and craft supplies.
The Friends Board helps by purchasing extras such
as plastic pools, as well as Playstation and X-Box
Video games for the older children. Also in the
summer, a space science camp is held at the center
for two weeks.
The children have a reading period after lunch. For
this, staff members take out books from the library and
the Friends Board helps out by buying some books.
Children can play soccer, softball, and other games
on the large field near the center. They sometimes go
down for a supervised hike near the stream. Modestine
and her staff try to find out the latest trends in toys and
games to keep the children happy. Occasionally, they
conduct talent shows; the older children particularly
enjoy this, she said.
One of the difficulties of her job recently has been
that there is not enough money to operate it as she
would like. She believes that the center’s kitchen
needs to be remodeled. Also, she would like to have
a chef or cook offer cooking classes—perhaps for
young children. She would like to see classes in meal
planning, etiquette for youth and adults, job interview
preparation, and landscaping. She would also like a
garden club that would help make the outside look
better, perhaps by planting flowers in spring.
The weight room needs improvement. All ages use
the exercise equipment—not just young people, but
many elderly people who are recovering from injuries
and illnesses. When she came to the Rec Center, she
updated the room as much as the budget would allow.
Fortunately, the Friends Board of Directors helps to
finance some special events. They contribute funds

to pay for the Blood Drives throughout the year,
the Holiday Party, the Egg Roll each spring and the
carnival that is held in May as part of Mac Friday.
The parents pay a Mac Friday fee or $25 for Oct.
through April. Some of the fee is used to pay for a
live disc jockey.
Silver Sneakers—a program for seniors—was
formerly free, but now there is a small fee. There
is also a fee of $50 for a year of using the weight
room. Twice a week the center holds a Senior Shape
class which also has a small fee. Clara Barton
donates the space for the Senior Shape program and
Suburban Hospital provides the instructor. Forty to
fifty seniors from all over the county attend Senior
Shape twice a week. The center also has a very
popular table tennis club.
“I love programming for people,” she said. “I like to
make people happy.” Sometimes, she pointed out, the
recreation people want is not physically active; people
may come in to the center and just want to sit down
and read. One lady comes in often and spends her time
knitting hats; Modestine often offers her coffee.
“This center is open to everyone. It’s a governmentrun facility and we’re supposed to program
for everyone in the surrounding community.
It is not just for young people, but for all
ages.” Some of the seniors who visit paint
pictures that are then displayed in the various
rooms. One senior program participant is
100 and enjoys the light chair exercises the
center offers. She also likes to paint and one
of her paintings is displayed at the center.
Modestine has learned so much about so
many different things from people she’s met
over the years. For example, she’s learned
about how to invest money from people she
met while working for Montgomery County.
Also, she listened to her grandmother on the
subject. Her grandmother advised, “Own
your own home. Work hard for things you
want out of life and save money.” Her
grandmother often talked about “Hoover
Time”—her term for the Great Depression.
Modestine owns a house in South Carolina
near Fort Sumter, Columbia and Myrtle
Beach. She enjoys South Carolina because
it is so peaceful and the pace is much
slower than in the DC area. The house once
belonged to her grandmother who grew up in
South Carolina and took Modestine and her
sister there every summer. She often spends
holidays and vacations there.
(continued on page 15)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Mar. 29, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—There will
be a presentation by and dialogue with the
Montgomery County Recreation Dept on the
impact of FY 2012 budget on the Clara Barton
Community Center. (Note: The meeting is a
week later than the usual CJCA meeting to
accommodate the schedule of the Rec Dept
personnel.)

are also invited to join efforts to clean up trash,
pull invasive species, and maintain the towpath
and nearby paths. Canal Steward Days will be
held April 9, April 22, and May 13.

Meeting Minutes from Feb 22, 2011 CJCA
Meeting—Two presentations were made to a
larger-than-usual crowd:

2) Derick Moore, a CJ resident who works at the
U.S. Census Bureau, reported on Cabin John’s
profile in the 2010 census. He explained that as a
Census Designated Place—which the census uses
rather than zip codes—Cabin John was enlarged
in 2010 from its boundaries in 2000. The most
recent census included areas between Persimmon
Tree and the Beltway. Thus, the 688 housing
units attributed to CJ in 2000 rose to 903 units in
2010. In both years, however, the village had 2.5
people per housing unit and virtually no change
in occupancy status. The now slightly more
diverse population in 2010 was 2,280.

1) Deanna Tricarico of the Potomac Conservancy
made a plea for docents and volunteers at the
River Center-Lockhouse 8. She highlighted facts
that prospective workers would need to know:
A) the River Center is open May to October,
Saturdays and Sundays, 10:00 to 2:00. B) Training
is provided (next session: April 17 at the River
Center, noon-3 pm). C) Docents always work in
pairs. D) Between 20 and 60 visitors a day stop
by for a tour of the permanent Potomac watershed
exhibit and an explanation of lockhouse and canal
history. E) Docents are asked to commit to serving
once a month, but can do more. F) Lockhouse 8
now has electricity, although no word yet from
National Park Service about when the breach in
the canal will be repaired.
Deanna also announced that the Conservancy has
adopted miles 8-10 along the canal. Volunteers

For more information on the Potomac
Conservancy—and to sign up as a docent or
volunteer—go to www.potomac.org.

Data can be broken down to the block level, and
more will be released throughout 2011. Moore
explained that apportionment data, to determine
how many congressional representatives a state
gets, were sent to President Obama, as required
by the Constitution, in December. Redistricting
data, to decide how districts for both Congress
and state legislatures should be divided, will be
out by March. Breakdowns of locales by age will
be available by year end, along with data from
the American Community Survey, sent
to about 20 percent of the population
annually, apart from the decennial census.
To learn more about the data on Cabin
John, go to the U.S. Census Bureau’s
website American Fact Finder (www.
factfinder2.census.gov).
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Annual Cabin John Creek Cleanup—
On April 17 (9:30 am – noon) we’ll
be meeting at the usual place—the
playground/swing set next the Cabin
John Bridge—to help with the annual
spring cleanup of our beautiful creek.
Refreshments and gloves will be
provided. Wear clothes that you don’t
mind getting wet. Children ages 12 and
under need to be accompanied by an
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adult. The cleanup will proceed unless it is really
raining hard. This event is being organized by the
Friends of the Cabin John Creek Watershed. The
point of contact for this is Burr Gray—703-6072740 (w), 240-753-5918 (cell).

The event is put on once a year by the Friends of
the Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC),
and the board members were very much in
evidence that evening. Dominique Maggio
organized the event. Rachelle Cherol and
Lori Rieckelman did a great job managing the
refreshments and pizza. New Board member Linda
Morelli (who also donated as prizes some of the
jewelry that she makes) and her husband staffed
the front desk and sold the cards. Harriet Lesser
was a trooper, first helping with the food table
and then playing “Vanna White” at the chalkboard
writing up the numbers as they were called. Burr
Gray appeared to be helpful but was mostly up to
his usual schmoozing with the participants. Others
helped as well: Bruce Lamb had the popcorn
situation under control, and Elliot Goldstein
was our prize table watcher and did a great job
collecting coupons from the winners. John Rabner
loaned his audio loudspeaker system for the cause.
And of course, once again, to his great credit,
County Councilmember Roger Berliner called the
lucky numbers for the second hour after Harry had
finished up his stretch.

© Burr Gray

Feb 25th Bingo Night A Big Hit—the big room
at the Community Center was packed and the
tension was electric as Harry Rieckleman pulled
a numbered ball off the rack. The crowd held its
collective breath as he paused, regarded the ball,
looked up and smiled. This scene was repeated
many times over the course of the evening,
followed by one winner after another striding
confidently up to the front to collect their prize.
They would all echo a similar thought when
interviewed by the Bingo Times afterwards—there
is no better feeling in the world than to know that
Lady Luck has selected you, at least for that one
moment in time. Every kid was able to have that
feeling by the end of the evening since we do have
prizes enough for all of the children and for the
last game, we traditionally keep going until there
are no more balls left.
Jordan Clopton and his kids Harper, Wyatt and Coco
were among the evening’s Bingo winners.

Finally, luck favored the event as many turned
out and filled the room, giving FCBCC a net
profit of about $223.10 for the evening. But the
event is not about making money, it is about
giving local folks and their kids a fun and cheap
and entertaining evening.
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

The Mystery of Cabin John Streets
What happened to Main Street? Cabin John once
did have a Main Street, or so it was shown on those
old Cabin John Park development maps dated 1912.
I have wondered if a Main Street really existed or
was it just on a map to sell lots. And if there was
such a street, when did the name change and why
did that happen?
People who lived in Cabin John in the 1930s and
40s, and some who live here today, have helped me
learn at least part of the story. In fact, Main Street
was the name for what is now 81st Street, starting
when lots were sold for Cabin John Park. Cabin
John resident Lorraine Minor, who has researched
her own house, found a 1949 telephone directory
for Montgomery County that confirms the old street
name. It certainly makes some sense that there was
a “Main Street” in what was a new community.
Norma Jean Leyking (Eisner), who was born in
Cabin John in 1935 and lived across Conduit Road
(now MacArthur Boulevard) from Main Street,
remembers the street names. Norma Jean grew up
on Wilson Avenue. This was not the Wilson Lane
currently on the Glen Echo side of the Cabin John
Bridge, but rather the street that started at Conduit
Road and connected to Woodrow Avenue (now 79th
Street) and also to Riverside Avenue. These were
street names on the early plat for Section 4 in Cabin
John Park.
Today, “Wilson Avenue” is 81st Street on the
south side of MacArthur Boulevard connecting to
Riverside Avenue, across MacArthur from the other
81st Street. Riverside Avenue is one of the few
street names in Cabin John that existed in 1912 and
continues to exist today.
Norma remembers living near Edith Armstrong,
whose husband was an early president of the Cabin
John Citizens Association and who herself wrote a
brief history of Cabin John in 1948. She also wrote
a book titled Days at Cabin John. Norma grew up
and married Steve Eisner, who lived on Caraway
Street, and they moved away in the 1960s, now
living in West Virginia.
The mystery of when street names changed in
Cabin John and why they changed has haunted
many of us. “Looking Back” community historian
Andy Rice asked me to look into the question
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several years ago, but I didn’t get too far on that
quest back then.
On those early plat maps for Cabin John Park, the
community starts at the Cabin John Bridge with
a “1st Street” that is now 75th Street and a “2nd
Street” that today is 75th Place. One story is that
the numbering system changed to accommodate
street numbering changes beginning in the District
of Columbia. But, the story goes, Glen Echo opted
out of the change while Cabin John complied. I
could not pin that story down.
Montgomery County Park and Planning
Commission researchers tell me that street names
that duplicated street names in other locations were
changed, perhaps in the 1950s. Apparently, there is
a 2nd Street in Silver Spring and that may account
for why there is no longer a 2nd Street in Cabin
John. In the 1970s, even streets that sounded like
the names of other streets were changed to avoid
problems calling emergency vehicles. Such was life
before GPS.
Still, it seems strange that the majority of street
names were changed in what appears to be one
fell swoop. I’m told that the first overseer of street
names, until 1926, was the Washington Aqueduct
system, strangely enough. After that, the files were
transferred to Montgomery County Department of
Transportation and then to the Park and Planning
Commission. In the process, handwritten files and
black notebooks with notations about name changes
were passed hand-to-hand, left in closets and dusty
corners, and only a few people at any one time ever
knew what old files contained. When computers
came along in the 1970s, of course, recordkeeping
changed, although the oldest files were not
computerized.
With the kindness of strangers—an administrative
aide in Park and Planning—I obtained some pages
from a black notebook with street name changes
after 1926. The only Cabin John street I could find
in the book was Persimmon Tree Road, a street
labeled “State Road” on the 1912 plat maps. A
handwritten notation showed that State Road was
renamed Persimmon Tree Road in 1953. In the
1870s, according to other historical maps, that same
road was labeled “Seven Locks Road” and went
right to the C&O Canal. But when the road became
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a state road, not a county road, the name “Seven
Locks” was removed and used for the street we all
know now. As a community and postal zip code,
Cabin John now ends at Persimmon Tree Road.
I’m still on the trail of finding out whether other
Cabin John street names changed in 1953 along
with Persimmon Tree Road, or at another time
after 1949, and whether any documentation exists
to explain why the changes were made. There
is reportedly a closet at the Park and Planning
Commission with some very old files yet to be
explored. Stay tuned.

Pride.
At St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, we
pride ourselves on our ability to know
and inspire each child. Our exceptional
teaching inspires exceptional learning
—and extraordinary growth.

Correction: The photo on p. 9 in last month’s Then
& Now columns showed the grounds of the Cabin
John Hotel with a gazebo, not the orchestrion, in
the center.

Pride. Hear Us Roar.

Clara Barton Summer Fun Center
June 20-August 5
Preschool - Grade 12
Co-Educational
301-983-5200 | www.saes.org

For families with children ages 5-12: sign up now!
The Clara Barton Community Center is hosting a
summer of fun—weekdays, June 20 through August
5, 8 am - 6 pm.
There’ll be indoor and outdoor activities for
children, including arts and crafts projects (from
tie-dye shirts to jewelry), pizza days (Tuesday and
Thursday), and water play on Fridays. The Clara SAES_CJVN_JAN2011_44x472_1-4.indd
Barton Summer Fun Center is well planned and
supervised by a variety of staff members. This is
a fun way for kids to spend their days at different
sports, music, arts, crafts, and more.
The cost? Very reasonable! $350 for all six weeks.
Children may come every day or whenever they
wish. Remember to pack a lunch. No transportation
is provided for the children, but there is a bus stop
on MacArthur Blvd. near the Center for Ride-On
bus No. 32, and staff will escort children to the stop
and wait with them.

6511 76th St
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 320-1164

1

1/13/11 3:30:30 PM

tim_weedlun@msn.com
http://mysite.verizon.net/weedlun

Questions? Call the Center at 301-229-0010.
(The director of the Center, a facility of the
Montgomery County Recreation Department, is
Modestine Snead.) The Center’s web site is www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/rectmpl.asp?url=/
content/REC/recipix/clara_cen.asp
To register, visit the Montgomery County
Department of Recreation website, www.
montgomerycountymd.gov/rec. Click on the
registration link and type 268842 in the course
number box.
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Green Neighbors
County Bag Tax Update and Creek Clean-Up
by Tom Rojas, Marie Rojas, Jennifer Jordan, and Michaela Palumbo
Earlier this month, Montgomery County Executive
Isaiah Leggett (D) proposed the County’s first
5 cent “Bag Tax” on plastic and paper bags—
similar to the tax enacted last year in the District.
The tax is aimed at encouraging all customers to
bring their own reusable bags and at reducing the
amount of disposable plastic bags along roadsides
and in our streams. It would apply to all types of
retail stores, including service stations, grocery
stores, and hardware stores. In the District, the bag
tax has already led to a 60% drop in the number
of disposable plastic bags found in the Anacostia
River, as well as a correlating drop of more than
60% in plastic bag use in District stores.
Stay tuned, as the County Council will vote on
the proposal sometime this year. If passed, the

& Associates

Work with a Real Estate Team
that not only knows your neighborhood,
but lives there too!
www.abeillehomes.com
Barbara Abeillé
(301) 996‐6477

Pam Schaeffer
(301) 537‐0397

Amy Mermelstein
(240) 372‐3902

Office
(301) 718‐0010
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legislation will take effect on Jan. 1, 2012 after an
educational campaign similar to Green Neighbors’
2009 Plastics Are Forever/ Bring Your Own Bag
Initiative wherein reusable bags were distributed
along with information about the dangers of
plastics in our environment.
Anyone who is skeptical about the benefits of
removing disposable bags from consumer use
can join Green Neighbors in the next Cabin John
Creek cleanup to be held on May 21. You will be
amazed at how many plastic bags and other pieces
of plastic trash you will find. The clean-up will
run from 9:30 am til noon and we’ll meet in the
parking lot on Seven Locks Rd across
from Thornley Ct. Check the calendar at www.
GreenNeighbors.org for more details.

Springtime is a-comin’ so I figured as a
Cabin John Public Service, I should offer this
little friendly note to my fellow neighbors. I
have bicycled from Pittsburgh to Cabin John
three times. If you are contemplating doing
this wonderful ride and have questions—feel
free to call about:
• How to get to Pittsburgh
• What to pack
• Where to stay on the cheap
• How to avoid sore places
—Reed Martin, 301-229-3482
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Lockhouse 10 Opens to Public
Visit Newest Canal Quarters Lockhouse

© Rick Neumann

The C&O Canal Trust invites you to come to
Lockhouse 10 near Cabin John, Maryland, just
inside the Capital Beltway, on Saturday, April
23, to get a glimpse of the C&O Canal as it
was in the 1930s. The lockhouse, which tells
the story of the Civilian Conservation Corps’
restoration work on the canal, will be open to
the public from noon to 3 pm. This preview is
free and everyone is invited to stop by. Light
refreshments will be served.
The first night the lockhouse will be open
for overnight stays through Canal Quarters is
Friday, May 27.

The VI-Kings

Walt Whitman Grads Rock On 40 Years Later
It all began at the 40th high school reunion for the Walt Whitman Class of 1970
held at the Clara Barton Center in October of 2010. Classmate Rick Neumann
had chaired six of the previous reunions and wanted something different from
the same old DJ playing great, but tired, old songs on a nice sound system. He
knew his class had a bunch of rock musicians who never stopped playing in the
region professionally, but they had rarely, if ever, played together. He called
classmate Stock Wilson, a veteran local lead guitarist and vocalist,
and asked him to get the guys together, jam, and see what happened.
If it worked and they had a solid play-list, he’d hire them to play at
the 40th reunion.
Well, sparks flew and harmony blossomed. They knocked it out of
the park at the reunion and the VI-Kings were born.

An announcement will be
made on the Canal Trust’s
Facebook and Twitter
pages when registration
opens later this month.
For more information
visit their website at www.
canalquarters.org.
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Since that event, the ’Kings have had four consecutive sellouts,
including Parker’s in Bethesda in October, (where they had dancers
spilling over into Bethesda Avenue after midnight) two events at
Bangkok Blues in Arlington, and the Bethesda Women’s Club. Their
next gig will be at Clyde’s of Chevy Chase, 5441 Wisconsin Avenue,
on Friday, March 25, from 9:45 pm until 1:15 am.
All 4 guitarists (Wilson, Bill Euler, Joe Dolan, and Matt Maury on
bass) graduated from the Whitman Class of 1970.Two went to Pyle
Middle School, and two went to Western (Westland). The drummer
(Bob Berberich) is a St. John’s grad, and legendary drummer for The
Hangmen of ’60s national fame, and of Nils Lofgren and Grin from
the ’70s. Nils still plays with Bruce Springsteen. All the players have
other jobs, and all are dads.
The VI-Kings are not a “cover” band, in pure musical lexicon. They
call themselves “Bethesda’s ’60s Rock n’ Roll Time Machine” and
seek to grab the urgency and power of the music of that decade by
the throat, and bring it to life right in front of you. See for yourself
on March 25.

w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m
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Upcoming Spring Lockhouse 8 River Center Events

© Ed Tenney

Alice Ferguson Foundation Trash Free Potomac
Watershed Initiative
Saturday, April 9, 9 am - 12 pm
Various Locations, Potomac Watershed

Lockhouse 8

This season there are many opportunities to enjoy
the natural beauty of the Potomac River, and
lend a hand in protecting the lands and waters
of this national treasure. Potomac Conservancy
has planned a variety of events and volunteer
opportunities for people of all ages to enjoy. Events
are free and located at the River Center at Lock
8, 7906 Riverside Dr., Cabin John, MD, 20818,
unless otherwise noted. For detailed information
and directions to the River Center, please visit www.
potomac.org/site/river-center-events/index.php.

Join Potomac Conservancy as we keep our
communities clean for the 23rd Annual Potomac
River Watershed Cleanup, organized by the Alice
Ferguson Foundation. To volunteer, please contact
Deanna Tricarico at tricarico@potomac.org or
301.608.1188 x204. The Conservancy will host
cleanup events at several locations throughout the
watershed, including:
• The River Center at Lock 8
• Lake Artemesia Conservation Area
• Chancellor’s Point, St. Mary’s City, MD
• Theodore Roosevelt Island, Washington, DC
• North Fork Shenandoah River, Woodstock, VA
Volunteer River Center Guide Training
Sunday, April 17, 12 – 3 pm
This summer, Potomac Conservancy seeks volunteer
River Center Guides to represent the Conservancy
on weekends from May through October at the River
Center, and share their knowledge of the C&O Canal
and the Potomac River with visitors. This meeting
will train new volunteer guides and welcome back
previous ones for a meet-and-greet. Come and enjoy
refreshments, see new and old friends, and enjoy
an afternoon on the towpath. For more information
contact Deanna Tricarico at tricarico@potomac.org
or 301.608.1188 x.204.
Earth Day Cleanup at Lock 8
Friday, April 22, 10 am – 3 pm
Don’t stay inside on Earth Day—join Potomac
Conservancy along the C&O Canal for a day
of environmental stewardship instead! Cleanup
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activities include picking up trash, pruning
vegetation along trails, and repairing the towpath
and trails. Stop by for a few hours with friends, a
group of coworkers or your family, and make an
impact for the environment. Wear clothes that can
get dirty—the Conservancy will provide all the
necessary tools and equipment.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed

Bethesda-Chevy Chase Meals on Wheels (MOW) is in need of volunteers for
both delivering meals and to substitute for the various coordinators of the day.
MOW delivers low-cost meals to “shut-ins” in the BCC area five mornings a
week, Monday to Friday, and usually it takes about a couple of hours to make
deliveries. For further details please contact Maria Khatchadourian, 301-2293677 or call the MOW office at 301-654-4610.

River Center Opening Day Celebration
Sunday, May 1, 7:30 am – 12 pm
Celebrate the opening of a season full of outdoor
activities, concerts, nature walks, cleanups and bird
watching at Lock 8 with Potomac Conservancy.
Come early for the Birder’s Breakfast and Migratory
Bird Walk with Paul Hagen at 7:30 am. Hear opening
remarks from President Hedrick Belin at 9:30 am,
and stay for a Geology of the Potomac Walk with
Callan Bentley at 10 am. For a detailed schedule,
please visit www.potomac.org/site/lockhouse-season
opener/index.php. Stop by for a tour of the restored
lockhouse, browse educational exhibits about
Potomac River ecology and conservation and speak
with a friendly volunteer River Center Guide every
Saturday and Sunday from May until October, from
10 am - 2 pm.

Cabin John’s Newest Restaurant

A thumbs-up review in the Bethesda Gazette and some powerful word-ofmouth have made Wild Tomato, in the MacArthur Plaza Shopping Center,
a popular dining destination. Chef Damain Salvatore, owner of Persimmon
in Bethesda, recently opened this eatery to serve more casual, familyfriendly fare such as pizzas, salads, hamburgers, and fish tacos. Early
reports indicate that the place is so busy, it’s hard to get a table.

Holy Week & Easter at

REDEEMER

PALM SUNDAY — April 17
Blessing of Palms, Procession & Holy Eucharist
Blessing of Palms, Procession & Choral Eucharist

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY — April 21
Simple Supper
Choral Eucharist with Washing of Feet

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY — April 22
Stations of the Cross
The Solemn Liturgy

12:00 noon
7:30 p.m.

EASTER EVE — April 23
The Great Vigil of Easter

8:30 p.m.

EASTER SUNDAY - April 24
The Holy Eucharist
Festal Eucharist of the Resurrection
Hot Cross Buns & Easter Egg Hunt

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 noon

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, MD 20816
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net
www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Feb - Mar 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
8 Russell Rd
12 McKay Cir
35 Ericsson Rd
6940 Seven Locks Rd
6424 83rd Pl
6406 Wishbone Ter
6622 81st St
7507 Arden Rd
6428 79th St
8004 MacArthur Blvd
UNDER CONTRACT:
7810 MacArthur Blvd
6415 78th St
7910 Cypress Grove Ln

List Price
$479,900
$530,000
$535,000
$625,000
$645,000
$770,000
$1,194,000
$1,395,000
$1,570,000
$1,750,000
$675,000
$750,000
$775,000

BR
3
3
2
2
3
4
5
4
5
5

FB
2
1
1
1
2
3
3
4
4
3

HB
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
1

Lvl
2
1
1
3
3
3
3
5
3
3

4
4
5

2
2
4

1
0
1

3
3
3

ACTIVE:
6600 Seven Locks Rd
6602 Seven Locks Rd
6512 75th St
6604 Seven Locks Rd

LOTS IN CABIN JOHN
List Price Lot ST		 Zoning
$637,000
0.21		 R90
$637,500
0.23		 R90
$649,000
0.34		 R90
$650,000
0.22		 R90

UNDER CONTRACT:
8008 MacArthur Blvd

$3,000,000

0.76		

Fpl Gar
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
1
2
1
1
1
0
1
2
1
2
1
1
1

0
0
0

R90

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns
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Neighborhood Services

SNEAD
cont. from page 5

When Modestine retires she plans to stay in the DC
area because there are so many cultural opportunities.
She especially loves the museums here.
Modestine has two daughters. One graduated from
Marymount University, in Arlington, Va. The other
graduated from Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa.
The girls had scholarships and loans, and Modestine
helped them as much as she could. One lives in Prince
Georges County and teaches at a Montessori school in
Arlington; the other daughter lives in Waldorf and has
her own small business as a contractor. Modestine has
one grandchild.
Cooking is one of her favorite hobbies since she
studied nutrition as a teenager. She also loves to travel
and has visited England, Africa, France, Germany,
Switzerland and Italy as well as most of the 50 states.
She hopes to someday visit China, Korea, Egypt and
Greece. Her children came along for most of the trips
and one completed an internship in London.
Cabin John has been a particularly pleasant place to
work, she said, because it is smaller and more “like
family” than some of the other places she has worked.
She has enjoyed working in the recreation field all
these years because, she said, “I love people. I love
working with people.”

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. Call
Siew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in-home
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an
estimate 301-263-2783.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and
healthy. 301-257-1076.

Summer Music Camp 2011: Registration Now Open
The Church of the Redeemer’s fifth annual Summer Music Camp will
take place Monday, August 8 through Friday, August 12, 10:00 am – 2:30
pm daily. Designed for children and youth ages 7-15 (campers must have
completed first grade), the camp will be staffed by three professional music
educators. Tuition for the week is $350. Camp highlights include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Utilization of portions of the Orff and Dalcroze methodologies
Introduction to reading musical notation
Study of rhythm through motion
Study of basic vocal production and solfege
Choral singing
Introduction to drum circle technique
Interactive closing performance for family and friends
Arts and Crafts
Organized outdoor recreation time on the church grounds
Visit to the historic carousel at Glen Echo Park
Nature Walk
Lunch and a snack provided daily
Teacher/student ratio approximately 1 to 6
Scholarships available for those who cannot afford tuition

We hope that your child(ren) will join us for a week of musical learning
and fun! For more information and to download registration materials,
please visit the music page of the parish website: www.redeemerbethesda.
org or call 301.229.3770. Deadline for registration is July 15, 2011.
—Tom Smith, Director of Music, Church of the Redeemer
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Classifieds
FOR SALE—2005 Kenmore refrigerator, 20 cubic feet,
top freezer, almond. Perfect condition. $400. Call 301320-2413.
HANDYMAN: living right here in your neighborhood.
22 years experience. Electrical, Carpentry, Drywall,
Tiling, Painting, Roofs, Gutters, Decks, Power Washing,
Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and
small jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.
DEFINE YOURSELF—Join the ongoing fitness
classes held at Concord St. Andrews. There are a few
spaces still available. For more information, contact
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.
FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves some
fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring! Responsible,
caring Cabin John resident offering daily walks, bathing,
overnight stays at my home or yours - fenced-in yard
means lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return your pet if
you desire. Your pet will thank you.! Many neighborhood
references available. Lisa Charles 301-320-6161
FOR SALE: Full size sofa, two cushions, excellent
condition, $200; Garmon 660 GPS, $200. Please call
301-229-7708.

COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer Support
offers friendly, personalized computer services to
local residents. Services include maintenance, repairs,
upgrades, tune-ups, new PC setups, virus and spyware
removal, networking and training. Appointments are
available mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule an
appointment or learn more about our services, email
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.
IN-HOME TUTORING: Having experience
tutoring students from ages 10 to college, I know that
individualized, personal instruction is the most effective
way to improve academic skills. I live in Cabin John
and work throughout the DC area. Visit my website at
jeffreybgriswold.com or call me, Jeff Griswold, at 301807-5265 for a free phone consultation.
To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send us
your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the deadline.
If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor at (301)
229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Apr. 13, for the
issue mailing Apr. 23, 2011.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

