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Serving the people of Cabin John and beyond

OPaL Builders Present Plans at CJCA Meeting
On December 7,
a small group of
Cabin John citizens
met informally with
builders Peter Nelson
and Sean Ruppert of
OPaL Homes, who
will be constructing
four houses on 79th
Street and MacArthur
Blvd. They distributed
computer drawings
of the houses and
stressed that they will
build in accordance
with the countyapproved site plan.
They will also follow
all agreements reached
with the previous
The site plan for 79th Street & MacArthur property
builders (Hemingway)
regarding trees to be
saved, run-off mitigation, and reinforcements for
2) Builder (Peter Nelson) will be on site daily, in a
trucks to cross over aqueducts. Other information
trailer, during construction, which should start in
gleaned from the discussion included:
January or February and last five to six months.
1) A salvage day was held on Dec. 6, and doors,
screens, moldings were removed by anyone who
wanted them.
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3) The houses range from 5,000 to 5,300 square
feet and from $1,570,000 to $1,750,000 in asking
(continued on page 7)

Early Post Valentine to Cabin John
by Mike Miller
Cabin John was the featured community in the Washington Post’s weekly
“Where We Live” real estate section on Saturday, Jan. 15. The article contained
interviews with a number of well-known residents who gave examples of why
Cabin John was a place that was prized “for its history, sense of community,
and proximity to downtown Washington and the Potomac River.” The article
noted that the median sales price for homes in the 20818 zip code was
$605,000 between October and December 2010.
You can read the full article along with photos online at: http://
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/14/
AR2011011402740.html

© www.OPaL.com

by Burr Gray
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Neighborly News

Here are some other resources you might be interested in:
• Meals on Wheels will deliver two meals a day to anyone who has
difficulty cooking for themselves. The service operates five days a
week (no weekends), so that’s 10 meals a week for a cost of $42, and if
finances are a problem you may be eligible for a reduced rate. You can
have Meals on Wheels on a permanent basis, or for a limited time such as
a recovery period after a hospital stay. This is not limited to seniors. Call
301-654-4610.
•

•

Both Giant (Peapod) and Safeway have home grocery delivery services,
for a fee ranging from $6-$13, depending on the size of order and where
you live. For Giant orders, call 301-945-4273 or go online to www.
Peapod.com. Safeway’s delivery program works only through online
orders at www.Safeway.com. Another grocery delivery service is Top
Banana at 301-372-3663, which has a minimal fee but a set delivery
schedule. If you don’t have a computer and want to use one of these
services, call Judy Lund who will look for a volunteer to help you set up
home delivery. Remember N2N has volunteers who are willing to drive
you to the grocery store, but sometimes there may be scheduling conflicts
and home delivery will work out better for you.
Transportation help from Metro. All of RideOn’s buses are wheelchair
accessible. Seniors 65 or older with a Metro Senior ID card or Medicare
card and photo ID can ride Metro free 9:30-3 pm Monday-Friday. And
seniors can buy a SeniorSmarTrip card for $5 that offers many benefits,
some free, some at reduced rates. Visit any Montgomery County library
to get your SeniorSmarTrip card; bring proof of age. MetroAccess
sends a small bus right to your door and the ride is free; you will need
to be certified, and you call 301-562-5360 to do that. The County has a
CallNRide program that provides subsidized taxi trips for low income
($25,000 or less) seniors 67 and older and for low income disabled
people. Call 301-948-5409. Again, if you want help in applying for any
of these services, N2N will try to find a volunteer to help you navigate
the system.

To ALL Cabin Johners: Winter is here, with the threats of snowstorms and
power outages. When these happen, be alert to the chance of helping your older
neighbors, by shoveling walks or making a grocery run, etc. And if you think you
might be able to assist someone who needs help applying for any of the services
mentioned above, Judy Lund would be glad to hear from you.
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Please send along news of your family or your
neighbors to Barbara Martin, 301-229-3482, or
bbeckmartin@verizon.net

Community
Calendar
thru Jan. 30. ...................Art Fabric Show
River Road Unitarian, 6301 River Rd
(see p. 5)

25.......................................CJCA Meeting

JAN

For seniors who need help now and then, Neighbor to Neighbor (N2N) has
been supplying volunteer helpers for a year and a half. If you or an older person
in your area need a ride to a medical appointment or grocery store, a small Mr.
Fixit job in your house, or a friendly visit to talk about what you might get help
with, call N2N Volunteer Chair Judy Lund at 301-263-2975. If you can’t reach
Judy, try Sondra Baxt at 301-320-2413.

Longtime resident and local artist Constance
Bergfors is exhibiting a number of her wood
sculptures at The Arts Club of Washington, 2017
I Street NW, from now until January 29.

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 6)

29................ Irish Music & Dance Concert
CJ Gardens Community Center
8½ Webb Rd
7:30 pm (see p. 10)

6. ............................................Blood Drive

Clara Barton Center
10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 6)

FEB

NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR RESOURCES

by Barbara Martin

13.....................................Canal Clean-Up

Lockhouse 8
10 am - noon (see p. 9)

12...........................................Bingo Night

Clara Barton Center
6:30 - 8:30 pm (see p. 6)
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Tim Weedlun—Making Cabin John Look Good
by Larry Massett

Actually, Tim was born in a small town not so far
from here—Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania—but
grew up mostly in Colorado, after his father, a career
Lieutenant Commander in the Navy retired there
when Tim was 4 years old. Tim studied journalism at
the University of Colorado in Boulder with the idea
of becoming a TV weatherman. “I found out pretty
quickly that I didn’t really have a strong interest
in meteorology,” he said, “and I wasn’t really cut
out for hard news in general, so I gravitated to
advertising and communications instead.” His first
job out of college was in Denver as a copywriter
with a rubber parts manufacturer known nowadays
as the Gates Corporation (“The world’s must trusted
name in belts, hoses and hydraulics.”) He wrote
brochures and fliers for fan belts, radiator hoses, and
more exotic products like “bowling pin distributor
belts” and “hog scraper paddles”—the latter used in
the meat-packing industry in grisly ways that need
not be spelled out in a small-town newsletter.

© Mike Miller

When Tim Weedlun and Mike Miller were househunting in Cabin John a decade ago, a realtor
happened to show them a copy of the Village News.
“I was blown away,” Tim says. “I’d never lived
anywhere that had a newsletter and I thought wow,
that really makes it seem like a small town where
everyone knows each other.”

Tim Weedlun

company. “By then I was in my early 30’s,” Tim
recalls, “and starting to think maybe this whole
Hollywood thing wasn’t going to happen.” So when
his company offered to pay for courses in graphic
design, he returned to evening classes at UCLA to
learn a new trade and switched careers again, with
plans to become a computer animator.

Just as Tim was launching a new life as a graphic
Exotic or not, four years promoting rubber gizmos
designer, he met Mike through mutual friends. Mike
was enough. With his free time, Tim had become
(continued on page 9)
active in Denver community theatre
productions and, over the years, had
saved enough money to live for a year on
his funds in order to pursue professional
acting opportunities in Los Angeles. So,
in February of 1986, Tim packed up and
headed for California to make it in show
business. He got a day job as a proofreader
for a publishing company. By night he did
more theatre work and took acting classes.
“A few of my fellow actors and classmates
did go on to some relative fame,” he
says, “like Lisa Kudrow who appeared
in the television hit Friends.” He soon
discovered, however, that the acting field
was a tough business to crack and that his
talents lay more in writing than performing,
so he switched to nighttime screenwriting
courses, while working days for a Digital

Equipment Corporation—a computer
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

Cabin John Winters
Don’t let it bring back bad memories of last
February, but January and February have been
some of the worst snow months in Cabin John
historically. In fact, the snowiest month on record
was in February, 1899, when
there was 35 inches of snow in
Washington, D.C., and nearby areas,
including where we live.
The “snowmaggedon” of February,
2010, comes in second in the records
with 32 inches. I try to think what
life must have been like with such
snowfalls before snow plows and
with only horse and buggy or feet
for transportation. Certainly, people
experienced isolation, seeing few
travelers or visitors in an area once
dotted by small farms separated by
many acres of property.

© Richard Cook

On April 1, 1883, like an April
Fool’s joke, it snowed 5 inches in
Cabin John. Frank Stone, who lived
in Potomac on a farm that would
one-day become Avenel, wrote
about it in a letter to Lilly Moore,
daughter of J.D.W. Moore: “Mother
earth is mantled in her robe of white, the first day
of April every appearance of winter. Snow 5 inches
deep—too light for sleighing by moonlight…”

In 1922, a three-day snowfall record of 28 inches
was recorded during January 27-29. That event
became known as the “Knickerbocker Storm.”
During the storm, the weight of the snow caused the
roof of the Knickerbocker Theater in Washington,
D.C., to collapse, killing 98 people and injuring 133.
In 1947, during Feb. 19-21, 8.3 inches of snow
fell, closing schools and providing fun for children
as a photo of Uva Cable’s house on MacArthur
Boulevard shows. (See photo below.)
All of these storms are listed among the top ten
snowfalls on record for the area, the last one being
number nine.
But records also depend on where you live
and lesser snowfall amounts could still bring
problems in an area like Cabin John. Even into the
1960s, snowfall could affect mobility in a rustic
community like Cabin John. Winter also meant ice
skating on the canal and, in earlier years, ice-fishing
on the Potomac. Some of the ice was even brought
by canal boats into the city. Horses pulled sleighs
on snow-covered dirt roads and across farmland.
Today, winter still means skating on the canal
(where permitted), sledding on many of the hills
and streets and even cross-country skiing on the
towpath. Then, just as now, people also helped one
another shovel out. Now is the time to keep those
shovels and sleds handy.

There were snowfall records of
another kind, too. In 1910 the
Cabin John Bridge froze from a
water leak, making news and a
dramatic photo for the Washington
Post (see above left). Indeed, on
Dec. 5-7, 1910, 9.9 inches of snow
was recorded.
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© Uva Cable

The Moore family lived on a farm in Cabin John.
Their home, Glenmore, still stands,
and Lilly Stone Drive, the street
in Carderock Springs, is named
after Lilly who married Frank
Stone. Later, after his death, Lilly
Stone opened a quarry on land
they owned that was known as
Stoneyhurst. More about that
another time.
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Organizing & Space Harmony
Creating Harmony is important for the flow of energy in your home.

A World of Color: Fabric Art
You still have a few more days to catch A
World of Color, an exhibit of the art cloth
handiwork by the artist group known as Cloth
and Conversation, at the River Road Unitarian
Universalist Congregation Church at 6301
River Road in Bethesda. The exhibit is on
display until January 30 and features the work
of ten quilters who demonstrate the wide range
of contemporary techniques used in making art
quilts. The quilts vary in size, texture, and style
to give a flavor of what is being done in the art
quilt world today.

Getting rid of clutter will free your mind and give you increased
energy.
Files & papers
Closets
Basements
General clutter
Re-arrange rooms for positive flow
Design and colors

Excellent References

Bettina 240-464-5898

In recent years, and in a more affluent society,
quilting has changed dramatically. The patterns
have moved away from blocks to more free
form and pictorial ideas, using both shapes
and the fabric print to create designs. Hand
sewing has been largely replaced by machine
sewing, both for joining the pieces and for
quilting to hold the layers together. Fabric
possibilities have expanded to include a vast
array of commercially produced fabric as
well as personally created hand-dyed fabric.
Many kinds of embellishments are in use:
beads, sequins, embroidery, found objects,
paint, glitter, etc. Fusible webs, designed to
glue fabrics together instead of stitching them,
have further freed artists to engage in ever
more creative work. Specialized tools and
sewing machines have also been developed
to help the artist. Thus a new genre of quilts
has developed: the Art Quilt. These quilts are
designed to be hung on the wall and have lost
the original utilitarian purpose. However, the
traditional three layers (top, batting, backing)
have been retained and distinguish quilts from
other fabric art.
Cloth and Conversation began in 1994.The
artists participating in the show are Marilyn
Barth, Jacqueline Callahan, Connie Condrell,
Elizabeth Davison, Barbara Eisenstein, Floris
Flam, Dayle Ginsburg, Elke Jordan, Gwen
Lewis, and Susan Walen.
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CJCA News

by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—to be announced
via e-mail.

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Jan. 25, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Bingo Night—We are planning another lively night
of Bingo at the Clara Barton Community Center
on Friday, Feb. 25 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Come
play and have fun. Bingo cards will be $5/card.
Pizza slices and drinks will be available for sale
and all ages are welcome. The event is sponsored
by the Friends of Clara Barton Community Center
with net proceeds going to benefit programs at the
Center. We could use some volunteers to help, so
please contact Dominique Maggio (301-263-2783)
if you are interested in helping.

Blood Drive—The next community blood drive
will take place on Sunday, Feb. 6, at the Clara
Barton Community Center. Please contact CJ
Resident Karen Melchar (ardenroad@mac.com
or 229-9049) if you are willing and able to donate
blood. Time slots start at 10 am, with the last slot
at 3:45 pm. Our goal is 40 pints. We need help in
staffing the sign-in table and in helping with setup
and takedown, so please let Karen know if you
can volunteer some help whether or not you plan
to donate blood. Call 1-800-272-2048 (Red Cross
nurses station) if you have any questions regarding
eligibility to donate.
Holiday Party—A writeup of the annual CJCA
Holiday Party will appear in the next month’s
Village News.

© Paula Curran

Hanging Out With Santa

From left to right, Julia Curran, Jackie Shipp and Cameron Corcoran pose with Santa at Cabin John’s Annual
Holiday Party held on December 12 at the Clara Barton Center. Santa was unavailable for comment as to
whether the young ladies were naughty or nice in 2010, but we’ll take a guess it was the latter.
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C&O Canal Path Turns 40
January 8 marked the 40th anniversary of the
C&O Canal towpath—a national historic park that
stretches 184.5 miles from Cumberland, MD, to
Georgetown. The story of how the park came to be
goes back to 1954 when plans were in the works
for a parkway along the Maryland side of the
Potomac over the remains of the old canal which
was no longer in use. Supreme Court Justice
William O. Douglas wrote a letter to the editor
of the Washington Post voicing his opposition to
parkway plans citing that the canal was “a refuge,
a place of retreat, a long stretch of quiet and
peace at the Capitol’s back door — a wilderness
area where man can be alone with his thoughts,
a sanctuary where he can commune with God
and nature, a place not yet marred by the roar of
wheels and the sound of horns.”
On March 20, 1954, Douglas invited a handful of
journalists and a group of about 30 local men to
join him on an end-to-end walk along the towpath
starting in Cumberland. Most of the journalists
dropped out by day two. By the time the group
reached Washington a week and a day later, they
were down to what was called “the Immortal
Nine” with Douglas in the lead. They were greeted
by the cheers of 5,000 well-wishers. Three days
later, the Post reversed its editorial position.
President Eisenhower gave the towpath federal
protection in 1961 when he named it a national
monument and a decade later, President Nixon
named it a national historic park.

BUILDING
cont. from page 1

price. They will be built to LEED specifications, have gas furnaces, and buried
utility cables.
4) A first house will be erected on speculation as a model; the other three will
be sold before they are built.
5) Fencing will be set up around trees to be protected, and construction workers
will receive a letter outlining “limits of disturbance” allowed. Signs advertising
the homes, for example, will only be posted on weekends on MacArthur Blvd.
6) No weekend construction work is currently scheduled, though the builder
explained that some was inevitable.
7) A notice will be sent via e-mail to Cabin John citizens of upcoming
construction work as soon as the builders have it.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS
January 1, 2010 to December 31, 2010
Beginning Balance (1/1/10).............................................................. $ 1496.57
INCOME
Display Advertising
Classified Advertising
Neighborhood Services
Subscriptions
CJCA
CJCA - Mail directories/envelopes
Total

$6,819.20
568.00
255.75
210.00
2,483.00
813.00
------------$11,148.95

Today, more than 4 million visitors enjoy the park
each year—walkers, cyclists, paddlers, birders,
runners, equestrians and other nature-lovers. It
is also the site for the annual One Day Hike, a
spring event which features a 100 km or 50 km
(62.14 or 31.07 miles) hike challenge. This year,
the event is set for April 30. Last year, 99 hikers
started the 100K and 63 finished. In the 50K,
164 started and 143 finished. The hike, which is
supported by water and first-aid stations along the
way and bike patrols, is limited to the first 350
registrants. You can find more details at http://
www.onedayhike.org.

EXPENSES

The C&O Canal Trust website (http://www.
canaltrust.org) has downloads and podcasts about
history, geology, and wildlife along the towpath, as
well as programs you can become involved with to
help keep this local treasure thriving.

*Includes printing the addresses on the newsletters and taking them to the
Bulk Mail Center in Gaithersburg.

Printing*
Mailing Expenses (USPS):
Monthly Mailing/Fee/Directories
Stamps
PO Box Rental
Total

$8,725.79
2,300.00
38.77
92.00
------------$11,156.56

TOTAL OF INCOME MINUS EXPENSES..........................................($7.61)
ENDING BALANCE (12/31/10)....................................................... $1488.96

Submitted by: Lorraine Minor, Business Manager, CJVN, Jan.3, 2011
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Beginner’s Mind

Canal Stewards Cleanup Days

Yoga

Free Introductory Class

Help the Potomac Conservancy clean up and
beautify the land and water surrounding Lock
8, and along miles 8 and 9 of the C&O Canal
towpath. This monthly clean-up day is open
to all ages, and is part of the Canal Steward
Program, engaging volunteers in a longterm relationship in which they become the
caretakers of a designated site within the C&O
Canal National Historical Park.

Drop-Ins Welcome!
Level I/II Classes

Saturday mornings 9:30-11:00 am
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall
6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
301.263.9644

http://alice-despard.blogspot.com

The next scheduled clean-up will be Sunday,
February 13 from 10 am to 12 pm. Participants
will meet at Lockhouse 8.

Pride.

For more information contact Deanna
Tricarico, Outreach Coordinator, at tricarico@
potomac.org or 301.608.1188 x.204.

At St. Andrew’s Episcopal School, we
pride ourselves on our ability to know
and inspire each child. Our exceptional
teaching inspires exceptional learning
—and extraordinary growth.

Conservancy events will be cancelled in the
case of inclement weather, specifically rain or
snow. Please check www.potomac.org for the
most up to date information.

Pride. Hear Us Roar.

Preschool - Grade 12
Co-Educational
301-983-5200 | www.saes.org

Indian Sitar Music at River Road Unitarian
SAES_CJVN_JAN2011_44x472_1-4.indd 1

6511 76th St
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 320-1164
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On February 5, international sitar artiste Alif Laila,
accompanied by Monir Hossain, tabla, will perform
3:30:30 PM
traditional Indian ragas, interspersed with poetry
selections from Rumi and Tagore and brief periods
of meditative silence. The performance will start
at 5:30 pm Saturday, February 5, at River Road
Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 6301 River
Road (at Whittier), Bethesda, MD. The presentation
is free and open to the public. For directions or
more information visit www.rruuc.org or phone
301-229-0400.

tim_weedlun@msn.com
http://mysite.verizon.net/weedlun

—Stephanie Smart

The Village News

was already planning to move East and after several
months of coaxing, talked Tim into moving with
him. “I thought okay, maybe I’ll give it a year,” Tim
recalls. “That was l8 years ago.” After freelancing
for a few years, he landed a job with a company
now called Vangent, which he describes as “a kind
of Beltway bandit that does anything and everything
for different government agencies.” He worked
with graphics of all sorts, including web-based and
computer graphics projects, for about nine years,
until the work seemed to become less interesting,
less creative. “So I left,” he says. “With no specific
job to go to. I just wanted to take a sabbatical and
get up to speed on newer and more popular software
programs and focus on finding a position with a
non-profit or business that had a product or service I
really believed in.” This may have been a good idea
in itself but, he reflects, the timing was miserable.
“Who knew there was going to be an economic
downturn?” At the moment he’s freelancing again,
working on small projects here and there—one of
them being the recent Cabin John phone directory.
He has also been honing his painting skills nearby
at Glen Echo’s Yellow Barn and has sold work at
their Labor Day Art Show and at the Strathmore
Mansion. “I kind of like the prospect of traveling the
country and exhibiting at local art shows, but that’s
Mike’s idea of hell, so I may have to find someone
else to travel with me to help with booth set-up and
dealing with customers.”
Tim became involved with the Village News exactly
seven years ago this month after responding to a
want ad that then editor Heidi Brown-Lewis posted
for a volunteer layout editor. “Despite the fact that I
did a fair amount of theatre, I am by nature a pretty
shy person, so I’m not the type of person who easily
signs on to community projects. However, helping
out to create a ‘look’ for the newsletter; taking
information from a variety of sources and make it
inviting and readable—this was definitely something
I could do. And it was a way to give something back
to my community.”
When Heidi and her family moved for a few years
to England, Tim and Mike took over as co-editors of
the newsletter. Tim wrangles the stories and photos
together, makes sure everything fits, and sends the
completed issue off to the printer; Mike proofreads
and attends the Cabin John Citizens Association
meetings to keep abreast of local news.
“I think a newsletter like this helps solidify the
feeling of community and makes you feel you’re

© Tim Weedlun

WEEDLUN
cont. from page 3

A future in pet portraiture? Tim’s oil rendering of his American Eskimo, Kobi.

part of a unique place,” he says. “What is endlessly
fascinating to me each issue is that every person
here has some sort of great story: what they do, what
they know, what they’re involved in.”
Eventually, he speculates, the Village News
will end up as an on-line publication. “For
a number of years, we’ve talked about
creating a version that could be e-mailed
to neighbors, but that would require a
pro-active, detail-oriented volunteer
to maintain the database since e-mail
addresses change at a much faster rate
than street addresses do.” There is also
the feeling, he said, that people are more
inclined to read a physical newsletter that
comes in their mailbox versus an easilydeletable e-mail that is competing with
hundreds of others for their attention.
Tim said the final case for preserving the
old-style paper newsletter is that it is a
tangible “souvenir of a given moment in
Cabin John history.”
“It’s a piece of ephemera,” he says. “What
we do on a day-to-day basis here may seem
banal and ordinary to us now, but 20 years
down the road, someone who has held on
to a back issue or some other future reader
might look back on our activities as being
quaint or fascinating. So in a weird way,
I tend to think of myself as serving two
audiences—my Cabin John neighbors of
today and those future historians, yet to be
born, who take an interest in Cabin John’s
ongoing story.”

9

The Village News

Irish Music Concert at CJ Gardens Features Local Musician
Cabin John neighbors can take a brief trip to
Ireland on Saturday evening, January 29, when
local resident Tina Eck and her music partner, Keith
Carr, will present an evening of Irish traditional
music and dance (by dancers Shannon Dunne and
Agi Kovacs). The concert will begin at 7:30 pm and
will be held at the Cabin John Gardens Community
Center at 8½ Webb Road in Cabin John Gardens.
Tickets are $15 at the door.

© Tina Eck

Together, Tina and Keith make up the Irish music
duo Lilt and perform traditional Irish folk music on
the flute and bouzouki (which Keith has described
as a “mandolin on steroids”), as well as the Irish
tin whistle and banjo. In addition to playing at
concerts and festivals in the DC area, they have
also performed at Lockhouse 8 for the Potomac
Conservatory’s “Voices on the River” and the
“Riverjam.”
Tina Eck performing with music partner Keith Carr









■





 




 
  

  

   

       

 

■




















▪ 
▪ 


10

Tina grew up in Germany and is a well-known
Washington correspondent for German radio
and newswires. About 15 years ago she took up
playing the tin whistle, then the flute, learning
technique and repertoire from some of the best
traditional flute players in Ireland and the U.S and
hasn’t stopped since. Tina describes her wooden
flute as “basically a stick with six holes.” Made
of cocus wood, with six silver keys for the sharps
and flats, it has room-filling sound that belies its
diminutive size.
Tina and Keith became musical partners in the
fall of 2009. While jamming at a Bethesda pub,
they discovered their musical tastes dovetailed
nicely. They both shared an appreciation for the
energy and melancholy of traditional Irish dance
music with its jigs, reels, polkas, hornpipes and
occasional haunting slow air. They clearly love
what they are doing and have fun with it, and it
shows in their playful onstage banter. “You go
first,” Tina dares Keith. He starts the next tune
solo, knowing she’ll join in momentarily. “See
you at the other end:” he replies. And they’re off
into an infectious set of jigs.
Both Tina and Keith are on the faculty of the
Washington Conservatory of Music at Glen Echo
Park, and though their personalities contrast, they
have much in common, including an appreciation
for good red wine, a great sense of adventure and
a love of the outdoors, especially the river and its
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surroundings. Tina, an avid hiker and dog walker,
lives with her husband Jack Mandel (a stonemason),
and two stepdaughters, Ginger and Sally, on Carver
Road. Keith, a fan of whitewater kayaking, lives in
Falls Church.
In the middle of one of the blizzards of 2010,
Tina and Keith booked 2½ hours of studio time
in Takoma Park, cobbled up a tune list, and
recorded their first live “demo,” without editing
or overdubs. The response was so positive they
are now distributing their second batch of the CD
called “Lilt” and plan to release another collection
of tunes next spring. The duo also has a website
with their schedule of performances listed at www.
liltirishmusic.com.
In addition, both Keith and Tina play frequently
with different musicians; Tina performs every
Monday at the Irish Inn in Glen Echo, from
7-10 pm, (www.irishinnglenecho.com), while
Keith is often found at McGinty’s in Arlington
on Wednesdays from 7:30 -10:30 pm (http://
mcgintyspublichouse.com/arlington). Both Tina and
Keith also play on Sundays at RiRa in Bethesda
from 4-7 pm. (http://www.rira.com/rira/bethesda.
html).” Keith and Tina hope to take their act on the
road one day and perform at larger festivals. They
know there are always new dreams to follow.

Yes! Finally - There’s A Place
to Recycle Those Holiday Lights
by Jennifer Jordan
For those of us who stockpile those old holiday lights that don’t work, or
partially work, having no idea what to do with them but think there must
be a way to avoid trashing them—there’s good news! MOM’s Organic
Market is recycling used holiday lights through January 31. The closest
MOM’s is in Rockville. Go to www.myorganicmarket.com for their
addresses, or call their Rockville store at (301) 816-4944.
MOM’s will present participants with a coupon for 25% off energyefficient holiday lights at holidayLEDs.com. This is the first year of this
recycling program. MOM’s will ship used lights to a Michigan recycling
center that accepts holiday lights.
Up through January 30, feel free to leave used holiday lights on Jennifer
Jordan’s front porch at 7511 Arden Road. Jennifer will deliver the lights
to MOM’s on January 31.

For the January 29 concert in Cabin John Gardens,
there is limited parking on Webb Road, so guests are
encouraged to park on Ericsson or walk.

& Associates

Work with a Real Estate Team
that not only knows your neighborhood,
but lives there too!
www.abeillehomes.com
Barbara Abeillé
(301) 996‐6477

Pam Schaeffer
(301) 537‐0397

Amy Mermelstein
© Tina Eck

(240) 372‐3902

Office
Tina Eck

(301) 718‐0010
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Scrapbook of December 5 Holiday Crafts Show

Photos courtesy of Burr Gray

Judy DeWitt and her daughter help out at the refreshment table.

Janet Wittenberg, a Brookmont glass artist, has participated in
every show since 2007.

Cabin John jewelry artist Jamie Agins (in vest) with neighbors Ilene
and David Rosen.

First-time participant Terri Weschler makes hand-made soaps and
spa products in her Olney kitchen.

Pottery artist Anuratha Mather of Mohican Hills did quite well for
her first time exhibiting at the crafts fair.

New Friends of Clara Barton Center board member Linda Morelli
shows her jewelry to fair organizer Leslie Barden.
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Status of Clara Barton Center
There have been various rumors floating around about the status of
the Clara Barton Community Center. Here are the facts:
The County has had to make cuts in the hours that the various
centers are open and the Friends of Clara Barton Community
Center (FCBCC) will be working with Center Director (Modestine
Snead) to try to ensure that the hours which are cut make sense and
affect the least amount of people.
New hours began on January 1, 2011. Also, long-term future
funding is not pretty and it looks like the FY 2012 budget will
require even more substantial belt-tightening. In that likely event,
various non-county entities, such as FCBCC and CJCA and other
neighborhood associations, may be asked to provide support of
various kinds to the center. My understanding is that the County
will be open to possible public-private partnerships.
Both FCBCC and CJCA are committed to keeping the Center open
for the long term as it is an integral part of our community. It is
used by many for all sorts of events.
—Burr Gray
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Nov - Jan 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
8 Russell Rd
12 McKay Cir
6424 83rd Pl
6406 Wishbone Ter
7507 Arden Rd
6428 79th St
6604 Seven Locks Rd
8004 MacArthur Blvd
UNDER CONTRACT:
6940 Seven Locks Rd
7810 MacArthur Blvd

List Price
$479,000
$589,000
$645,000
$770,000
$1,500,000
$1,570,000
$1,675,000
$1,750,000

$625,000
$675,000

BR
3
3
3
4
3
4
5
5

FB
2
1
2
3
4
3
4
3

HB
0
0
0
1
1
1
1
1

Lvl
2
1
3
3
5
3
4
3

2
4

1
2

0
1

3
3

0
1

1
0

1
2
2
LOT
4

0
1
0

1
3
2

0
0
1

0
0
0

1

3

2

2

SOLD:		
10 Froude Cir #0
$517,000
2
6523 77th St
$559,125
3
6515 75th St
$715,000
3
7920 Longridge Ct
$725,000		
6519 75th St
$1,027,000
5

Fpl Gar
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
2
1
0
1
2
2
2
1
2

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have been living in Cabin John for 17
years and love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns
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Neighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references.
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your inhome carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce
for an estimate 301-263-2783.

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and
healthy. 301-257-1076.

(Classified ads continued from back page)

COMPUTER SERVICES - DC/PC Computer Support offers friendly,
personalized computer services to local residents. Services include
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and spyware
removal, networking and training. Appointments are available mornings,
afternoons and evenings. Telephone and e-mail support is also available. To
schedule an appointment or learn more about our services email support@dcpc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.
NEW YEARS FUN for your body, fun for your mind!! Starting Jan—beginner
belly dancing classes on a drop in basis $10/class are being offered 6:30-7:30
pm Wed. Clara Barton Community Center. For questions contact Diana at
dawnoftheflower@yahoo.com. All bodies, all shapes, all ages!

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

FOUND: 3” long BABY SHOE with long purple ribbons. This priceless
memento mysteriously appeared January 10 in the middle of 79th Street. To
claim, merely present matching shoe or baby to residents of 6431 79th Street,
or call (301) 229-3482.
To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send us your ad and payment of
$0.25 per word by the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor at
301-229-3515 or e-mail at flminor@patriot.net
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Classifieds
LAWN CONSULTATION: If you don’t like the
look of your lawn but don’t know which seed,
fertilizer or weed control to use, how to use it or
when to use it; if you’ve given up on your lawn,
you need a consultation! I will come to your home
and teach you everything you need to know. Having
given many lawn seminars for a local hardware
store chain, I can provide you with the knowledge
you need to have the best lawn possible. If you
need help, I can assist you in obtaining experienced
companies to perform the services required and can
oversee their efforts to insure the maximum result.
For more information, call me at 301-641-0919.
Steve Futterman: info@instant-garden.com. Care
begins in mid-February.
2004 BRONZE BUICK CENTURY. Excellent
condition. No history of accidents. Driven 14,200
miles by elderly mother. Exterior/interior are bronze
in color. Two sets of keys with remote lock/unlock.
MD inspection completed. Per mechanic, car is
“bullet-proof” (not literally). $11,000 negotiable.
301-229-5720.
		

HANDYMAN: living right here in your
neighborhood. 22 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.
DEFINE YOURSELF - Join the ongoing fitness
classes held at Concord St. Andrews. There are a
few spaces still available. For more information,
contact CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.
FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring!
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering
daily walks, bathing, overnight stays at my home
or yours—fenced-in yard means lots of playtime.
I’ll pick up and return your pet if you desire.
Your pet will thank you.! Many neighborhood
references available. Lisa Charles 301-320-6161.
(continued on page 11

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Feb. 9, for the
issue mailing Feb. 19, 2011.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com

