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Traffic Circle Barrier Turned Into Stone Wall

Holiday Craft Show At Clara Barton Center Dec. 5

by Leland Schwartz (reprinted from The Echo)

The new “stone wall” around the cement traffic 
circle across from the 
Exxon Station [in Glen 
Echo] was brought to 
us—really—by the 
U.S. Government. 
It was through the 
maintenance budget 
of the Army Corps of 
Engineers, which agreed 
with DC artist and 
muralist Jarrett Ferrier 
that it was high time the 
wall got a facelift. “I’ve 
been seeing this for 
20 years and I always 
thought it was hideous,” 
Ferrier said as he put the 

by Leslie Barden

The Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center is sponsoring 
the 4th Annual Holiday 
Craft Show at the Clara 
Barton Center on Sunday, 
December 5, from 1 to 
6 pm.

We are grateful to 
everyone for making 
our previous craft shows 
a success and for the 
support provided for programs at the Center, which 
has been more needed than ever in this year of 
budget restrictions.

Come to the show and meet local artists and 
crafters, admire their work, and maybe even shop! 
There will be all kinds of crafts for sale—jewelry, 
beads, fiber arts, soaps, Christmas items, wood 
carvings, prints, wrapping paper, cards, ceramics, 
glass, oils, watercolors, photography, books and 
more.  Some of the local artists participating 

include Jamie Agins (fused glass jewelry, small 
vessels and hand painted silk scarves), Diana Carter 
(jewelry), Joanne Hirsh (beaded jewelry with 
partner Mary Sands), Kathleen Stevenson (painted 
silk scarves, collage stationery, mixed media paper, 
and art quilts featuring fiber/mixed media pictures), 
Judy Welles (Cabin John historian), and Bob Witt 
(glass globe candle holders and photo collages).

Food and refreshments will be available. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

(continued on page 10)
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A scene from last year’s craft show

finishing touches on about the first 100 feet of the 
wall, which encircles one of the Corps’ MacArthur 
Boulevard water aqueduct control stations. Ferrier 
said the idea began during a bicycle trip he took 
with his wife around the country, where he saw 
murals that were “art for the people.” He had 
always noticed the traffic circle wall when he came 
to visit his father-in-law, who lives nearby. Ferrier 
wanted to paint a mural—historic scenes relating to 
Glen Echo—but that was too much for the Corps’ 
budget, he said adding that a series of scenes could 
always come later if the funding could be obtained 
from Glen Echo or another source.

It took some digging to find out who to talk to 
about the idea to improve the wall, said Ferrier, 
who did the mural for the Le Vieux Logis 
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23 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center 
 7:30 pm (see p. 6)

5 ........................................... Crafts Show
 Clara Barton Center 
 1 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

11 ...................... Winter’s Eve Celebration
 Glen Echo Park 
 6-9 pm (see p. 7)

12 ...........................Electronics Recycling
 Walt Whitman High School 
 12 - 4 pm (see p. 8)

12 .....................Cabin John Holiday Party
 Clara Barton Center 
 5 - 7 pm (see p. 9)

Community
Calendar
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Minnie’s Island, in the Potomac off the shores 
of Cabin John, was deeded to the Potomac 
Conservancy in 1994. It was a gift in honor of 
Christoper Reuss, who loved the island, from his 
parents, one-time residents of Riverside Drive. 
This was the first property given to the Potomac 
Conservancy. The Conservancy now has 11,500 

acres and 76 miles of streamside forests from 
Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia under its 
protection. The Conservancy has recently received 
land trust accreditation, a mark of distinction in 
land conservation. And it started here.

Congressman Chris VanHollen has promised to 
help in securing federal money to improve the 
condition of the C&O Canal between Locks 6 and 
8. If you’ve been on the towpath in recent months, 
you’ve seen that the Canal is clogged with downed 
trees and branches, and is for the most part dry. The 
town of Glen Echo is just as concerned as we are 
and is putting pressure in the right places.

Please send along news of your family or your 
neighbors to Barbara Martin 301-229-3482 or 
bbeckmartin@verizon.net

6511 76th St
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 320-1164

tim_weedlun@msn.com
http://mysite.verizon.net/weedlun



3

The Village News

Nat Slayton—Guided By Lessons Learned on the Tennis Court

by Amy Mermelstein

Sitting on the hill overlooking the private tennis 
facility below, an 11-year-old boy tried to learn all 
he could about the sport of tennis by watching from 
above. He gave little thought to the reason why it 
was socially unacceptable for him to walk the same 
grounds as his school bus friends who had invited 
him to the private club. All he knew was they could 
play there and he could not. But that did not stop 
Nat from watching or playing. 

His Dad gave him his first tennis racket, someone 
else’s discard, with a wooden frame and broken 
strings. He practiced against a barn door in 
Greencastle, PA. Listening intently from the hill, 
to the instructions being given on the courts below, 
he gained knowledge of more than just the game. 
He learned “Tennis Tenets” such as flexibility, 
mental toughness, emotional and technical balance 
and communication. It was 1962. These views and 
beliefs later transferred to other areas of his life. 

Nathaniel T. Slayton, Jr., nicknamed Nat, was 
born on June 29, 1951 in Lynchburg, VA. He was 
one of four children. His dad was a mechanic 
for Continental Baking Company, the makers of 
Wonder bread, and was responsible for setting up 
garages at new sites. The family moved A LOT, 
starting with a move to Washington, D.C. when 
Nat was 7 years old. Subsequent moves took Nat to 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and around the D.C. area.

Getting to know people and then leaving friends 
behind was the norm. Always feeling like the 
new kid was tough. Although he was growing up 
amid the Civil Rights movement with integration 
mandated, he recalls everything still being very 
separate in most places. 

Despite the frequent moves, Nat remembered every 
place he lived. He had fond memories of living at 
8th and V Streets in northwest D.C. “It was one big 
family. Everyone looked out for one another. You 
didn’t want to get in trouble because that meant 
you would have been punished by 10 different 
neighbors before you actually made it back to your 
own house for your parents to discipline you,” he 
explained recently during a comfortable chat in the 
living room of his Carver Road home. 

Unfortunately some of the other neighborhoods 
were not as friendly and it was more of an “every 

man for himself environment”. Constantly faced 
with difficult situations as the new kid, he learned 
to talk his way out of fights and other conflicts with 
neighborhood children. 

Unable to find others interested in tennis, Nat 
applied his “Tennis Tenets” to other school sports. 
He played basketball and football during junior 
high school in Hagerstown, MD, excelling at both. 
But it was his academic achievements that attracted 
the interest of a private military school nearby. He 
was recruited going into 8th grade but was unable 
to attend because the school was only integrated up 
to 7th grade. He would have had to repeat 7th grade 
in order to attend. This experience turned out to be 
both an honor and a disappointment. 
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Nat Slayton

(continued on page 11
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People who live on Carver Road have long roots. 
Some are related to or descended from families 
who lived along Seven Locks Road more than a 
century ago. In fact, some of the people on Carver 
Road were from Cabin John before there was a 
Carver Road.

In the early 1940s, with 
a housing shortage in 
Montgomery County, 
the Federal Government 
built 20 houses on 
Carver Road for African-
Americans who worked 
at the David Taylor 
Model Basin. Other 
homes were built in 
Cabin John Gardens for 
white workers. Most 
of the new residents 
and workers were civil 
service employees in a 
variety of professional 
and skilled jobs. Later, 
some were military 
veterans who returned 
from service in World 
War II. 

If you want to know about Carver Road, you need 
to know some of the people who lived there when it 
started and still live there today. The White family 
and cousins Henry and Rosetta Green and Theodore 
and Jessie William comprised nearly a third of 
the original residents of the Carver Road circle in 
Cabin John. Today, Pandora White, her brother 
Austin, and cousin Shannon Steward still live there. 
Pandora and Austin’s father was Rodney White, 
brother of Bill White and Bernice White Dove. 

Pandora remembers the crab feast that started in her 
uncle Bill White’s back yard and extended to homes 
on both sides. “Our families had three houses 
together and you could go from yard to yard,” she 
remembers. Her grandmother Mary White lived in 
a house on Carver Road until her death, nearby the 
homes of Bill, Rodney, Charles and Robert White 
and their families. 

by Judy WellesThen and Now

Long-Time Carver Road Residents

After her parents married, they bought a three-
bedroom home on Carver Road where Pandora was 
born, the fourth of six children who all grew up in 
the house. She has lived in Cabin John all of her 60 
years. Austin now lives on the original property of 
their family’s house.

Pandora remembers being at Clara Barton School 
and how all the children got along. Her sister Sandra 
White Thomas started school in the first integrated 
class and became the first Black safety patrol. “We 
all played together at the recreation center,” Pandora 
recalled. That recreation center, once behind the 
school, later burned and was never replaced.

She also remembers walking on the canal to Great 
Falls or to Georgetown for the fun of the walk. 
Sometimes, on the way to school or the canal, she 
would pick an apple from a tree because “people in 
Cabin John would let you pick their fruit, they were 
so friendly.” 

On Carver Road, “we were all family,” she recalled, 
even those who were not related. “We had block 
parties, bid whist games, played softball together in 
a field that is now part of Palisades Pool, or dodge 
ball. Everyone went into everyone’s house.” In 
winter, she and other neighborhood children would 
sled on the hill of the circle where there would also 
be a small bonfire. 

While these are memories of her childhood, 
Pandora notes that her own son, Antoine White, 
grew up on Carver Road in the same close-knit 
way and returns often with his young family with a 
sense of familiarity and comfort. Pandora recently 
retired from the Federal Aviation Administration 
after many years as an air traffic controller.

Pandora says she will never leave Cabin John 
because it has been, and still is, “a great place to 
live. It’s quiet, almost like country,” she said, and 
“just ‘home.’” 

Edith Bryant also remembers how close everyone 
was on Carver Road and how much she liked 
growing up there. She, her brother William 
(Billy) and sister Janice, grew up in one of the 
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two-bedroom houses which has since been 
reconstructed into a larger, more modern home. 
William Bryant, her father, was an Army veteran 
who returned from the war and began working 
at Congressional Country Club. He started as a 
caddy and soon became the salaried carts and 
caddies manager. He and his wife moved from 
Georgetown in Washington, D.C.

Edith remembers being in the first integrated 
class at Clara Barton and she is pictured wearing 
her plaid jumper in the photo in the Cabin John 
book. She also remembers starting at a school 
attended only by Afro-American students and 
the next year schools were integrated. Later, she 
marched on a picket line protesting conditions at 
Glen Echo Park. 

She is currently a business manager for 
the District of Columbia school system, 
having retired after 42 years with the Federal 
Government. She was the Senior Employee 
Development Specialist (Training Officer) at the 
Department of Health and Human Services, with 
oversight of 10 regional offices. 

Lewis Kinslow lived with his parents and 15 
brothers and sisters in a three bedroom house 
on the corner of Carver Road. His father and 
mother, Raymond and Mary Kinslow, moved 
to Carver Road in 1945. His father had been 
working at the water filtration plant. 

Now the only living member of his family, 
Lewis has rebuilt his home on the family’s 
property because, he said, “It’s a lovely place to 
live, and I enjoyed the people who lived here.” 
Lewis fished on the canal and the river, and 
the family had a canoe and a flat bottom boat, 
which they kept at the canal at Lock 8. He also 
played golf, and has caddied at Burning Tree for 
70 years where he still caddies. His father also 
caddied there. 

“Everybody helped each other,” he remembers 
about Carver Road. “We would go fishing, catch 
a lot of fish and bring them home and divide them 
among everybody.” Lewis retired from Defense 
Department where he was a civilian employee in 
the office of the Chief of Naval Operations.

Other long-time residents of Carver Road 
include Gloria McKinney Slayton, who has been 
Chief Election Judge at the Clara Barton polls 
for 20 years, and Brenda Gibbs. 

Carver Road Then & Now

This section of Carver Road shows the houses that occupied the lots where 
Pandora White and her relatives lived. (1940’s photo courtesy of the Maryland-
National Parks Planning Commission)

By the late 1990’s, most all of the original homes on Carver Road were either 
remodeled or replaced. The above photo shows the same corner as it looks today. 
(Photo courtesy of Judy Welles)
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Nov. 23, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) presentation 
of Green Neighbors award to CJCA, 2) discussion 
with developer of former Shaw property on corner 
of 79th St and MacArthur Blvd.
 
Minutes from October 26, 2010 CJCA 
Meeting—1) Discussion on the former Shaw 
property was postponed until the November CJCA 
meeting. 

2) Status of bike path improvements – Susan 
Roberts reported that the County project to improve 
the safety of the shared use path in Cabin John is 
still funded and scheduled to proceed, probably 
starting next summer. 

3) Discussion of trucks on MacArthur Blvd – 
concern was expressed regarding the apparent lack 
of enforcement of the truck/load restrictions on 
MacArthur Blvd. A motion was passed that CJCA 

should write a letter to the Army Corps asking them 
to be more vigilant about enforcing the restriction. 
No one wants the pipe under MacArthur Blvd to 
become damaged and start leaking water. 

Saluting Cabin John Veterans
Our quick Veteran’s Day survey on the Cabin John 
listserve produced the following local residents 
who have served in the U.S. military. Our thanks 
goes to them and their families for their service and 
sacrifice on behalf of our country:
 
Chuck Cochran–served in the Army in Vietnam.

Phil Corcoran–served in the Navy after graduating 
from the US Naval Academy, and was deployed 
in the Red Sea on the USS Eisenhower (CVN-69), 
an aircraft carrier during Operation Desert Shield. 
Years of service (including Naval Academy)–1983 
to 1996.
 

 
 

 
 

 ■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
The Holy Eucharist                                                                                                  8:00 a.m. 
Adult Education Forum                                                 9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                           10:30 a.m. 
Church School & Nursery Care                                                                                               10:30 a.m. 

 

■ ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
 

Sunday, December 5/The Second Sunday of Advent 
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John Fiegel–served in the Air Force for 22 years, 
1965 to 1987.

Danny Harris–served in the Navy during World 
War II from 1943 to 1947 aboard the USS Winslow, 
a destroyer that conducted anti-submarine activities 
in the South Atlantic (Brazil and South Africa) and 
escorted convoys to England.

Larry Heflin–served in the Army, Army Reserves 
and Virginia National Guard.
 
Doug Henderson–served in the Marine Corps 
from 1983 to 1988, stationed in D.C., Camp 
Lejeune, NC; traveled to Norway, Japan, China, 
Philippines, Spain, Kenya, Somalia, Egypt, Israel, 
Turkey, and Italy. 
 
Lewis Kinslow–served in the Air Force from 1951 
to 1956, and was stationed in Japan for some of 
the time. 

Bob Krahe–served as a pilot in the Navy from 
1972 to1978.
 
Louis Lombardo–served in the Navy from 1957 
to 1959 as an electronics technician on the USS 
Saratoga.
 
Wayne Swisher–served in the Navy during World 
War II from 1943 to 1946 as an armed guard on 
merchant ships making their way to Europe.
 
Peter Vogt–served as Air Force Motion Picture 
Officer from 1963 to 1967. Stationed at Orlando 
Air Force Base, covered Air Force activities 
and combat training all over the United States, 
Vietnam, (8 months) and the Dominican Republic 
(2 months.)
 
Also, many thanks to Dave Murphy (Army, 1968-
1969), as always, for getting the flags up along 
MacArthur Blvd.

Organizing & Space Harmony

Creating Harmony is important for the flow of energy in your home.

Getting rid of clutter will free your mind and give you increased
energy.

  Files & papers
  Closets
  Basements
  General clutter
  Re-arrange rooms for positive flow
  Design and colors

Excellent References Bettina  240-464-5898

Winter’s Eve Set For Saturday, December 11

Winter’s Eve at Glen Echo Park will be held on Saturday, December 11, 
starting at 6 pm. The evening includes free craft activities for families, 
choral performances and sing-along, a hot chocolate bar and fresh 
popcorn, and a special opportunity for teens (16 and older) and adults 
to make a blown glass ornament. Most activities end at 9 pm, but some 
will remain open until 10 pm and later. The Partnership also presents its 
Holiday Art Show and Sale in the Popcorn Gallery where visitors will 
find beautiful, unique gifts for everyone on their holiday gift list! The 
evening provides a wonderful opportunity to tour our Resident Artists’ 
studios and learn about their visual arts programs, upcoming classes, and 
artwork for sale. The entire event, excluding the glass ornament activity 
(see below for details), is FREE and open to the public.

Make your own blown glass ornament: Once again this year, individuals 
or couples will have a special opportunity to learn, firsthand, the 
fundamentals of glassblowing by creating their own glass ornament 
under the supervision of resident artist Paul Swartwood of the 
Glassworks studio. Participation is on a first-come, first-served basis; 
sessions run from 8 - 10 pm and cost is $26.50. Participants should sign 
up as soon as you arrive on December 11. Visitors may also observe 
glassblowing demonstrations from 6:30 - 8 pm.



8

The Village News

Green Neighbors

Acknowledging Past Efforts, Looking Toward the Future
by Tom Rojas, Jennifer Jordan, and  
Michaela Palumbo

Check out the latest issue of Bethesda magazine 
for a list of the winners and runners-up of their 
first annual Green Awards. The awards are given 
to organizations, communities, or individuals who 
display “an unwavering commitment to living and 
promoting a more sustainable way of life”. Out 
of 120 nominees, there were 7 winners and 12 
runners-up, of which Green Neighbors was one!

At the next Cabin John Citizen Assocation 
meeting, Green Neighbors will be presenting a 
Green Reward to the CJCA for their support of 
environmental initiatives that strive to make Cabin 
John a little greener. Show your appreciation of 
the CJCA and their environmental stewardship by 
attending the upcoming meeting.

Green Neighbors Intern Position Available 
Green Neighbors is seeking a green-minded 
individual to launch and monitor a small waste 
reduction project here in Cabin John. In our 
ongoing efforts to encourage local vendors away 
from the use of disposable plastic food containers,  
we are developing a plan to enroll one vendor in a 
month-long trial wherein styrofoam containers will 
be substituted with biodegradable burger-boxes.
 
Biodegradable boxes, printed material and 
assistance with getting this project started will 
be provided by Green Neighbors members. This 
project is suitable for one person, as it is much 
more limited in scope than our previous initiatives.   
Please contact us at www.GreenNeighbors.org for 
more details.

Green Calendar

Autumn Lights Auction & Reception
Saturday, November 20, 6 - 9 pm
Audubon Naturalist Society, Woodend 
Sanctuary, Chevy Chase. 

Fundraiser for ANS. $50 in advance; $60 at 
door. Call 301-652-9188 x18.

Canal Stewards Cleanup, Lock 8 
Sunday December 12, 10 am - 12 pm

Help the Potomac Conservancy close the River 
Center at Lock 8 and prepare it for the winter 
season, as well as clean up and beautify the 
surrounding land and water. Contact Deanna 
Tricarico at 301.608.1188 x 204. 

Electronics Recycling
Sunday, December 12, 12 - 4 pm
Walt Whitman High School, 7100 Whittier 
Blvd, Bethesda MD 20817.

Accepted items: Small electric appliances, 
calculators, camcorders, CDs and floppy 
disks, CD players, cell phones, computers & 
computer-related items, consumer electronics, 
copiers, cords & cables (including chargers), 
digital cameras, electronic typewriters, fax 
machines, microwave ovens, personal digital 
assistant equipment, printers, projection 
equipment, scanners, telephones, small 
electronic toys, televisions and VCRs. 

Green Neighbors is an evolving group of local 
residents engaging in community solutions to 
environmental problems. We promote the greening 
of Cabin John and surrounding Potomac River 
communities and want to have fun doing it! 
We endeavor to carry out green initiatives that 
are ongoing, measurable, replicable, and that 
strengthen our community ties. Visit us at www.
GreenNeighbors.org.
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Cabin John’s Annual

Sunday, December 12  5-7pm Clara Barton Center



Co-sponsored by the Cabin John Citizens Association 
and the Clara Barton Community Center

Celebrate the Season 
with your Cabin John Neighbors

Something for Everyone of All Ages
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Ferrier’s design includes flowering vines.
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restaurant on Old Georgetown Road. Patty 
Gamby, the Deputy General Manager of the 
Washington Aqueduct, was the Corps official 
who worked with Ferrier on the project. She 
received a message in July from Ginanne Italiano, 
president of the Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
Chamber of Commerce, whom Ferrier contacted 
first trying to find out who was responsible for 
the barrier. “It didn’t take much to convince me 

that the wall surrounding 
our interconnection was 
visually not very appealing 
and I liked the idea of 
making improvements, 
but I immediately had two 
concerns,” Gamby said. First, 
was the fact that the traffic 
circle is tight. “Trucks, snow 
plows, and careless drivers 
sometimes scrape the barrier. 
“His idea for overcoming 
the concern of damage to the 
mural was brilliant,” she said. 
“He’d paint a faux stone wall 
so if it is hit it will simply 
look like a damaged stone 
wall and not stand out as a 
damaged mural.”

Gamby’s second concern 
was cost. “The Washington 
Aqueduct’s GM, our financial 
officer, and I are entrusted to 
spend the water consumer’s 
money wisely. It is appropriate 
to spend a reasonable amount 
of money to paint the wall in 
order to make it look better 
for the community but I 
was uncomfortable with the 
thought of paying the cost of 

a work of art,” she said. The Federal Government 
procurement regulations “require fair and open 
competition for services and supplies valued above 
a (very low) threshold value,” she explained. “I 
communicated these points to Jarrett and bascially 
apologized that it didn’t appear that we would be 
able to do this. But Jarrett was passionate about 
this project and didn’t give up easily,” Gamby said. 
“After a few rounds of discussion he offered a 
proposal I couldn’t refuse.” The Corps paid $2,500 
for the masonry and shrubs. “It wasn’t about the 
money,” Ferrier said. “I just wanted to do it.” He 

said the Army Corps pretty much left the design up 
to him. “We trust you,” he said they told him.

Ferrier is also a sign painter and has a company 
called the Schwa Design Group at jarrett@
schwadesigngroup.com or at 202-338-1800. While 
he was painting, Ferrier said drivers called out all 
the time and said “Thank you!” “I can tell they have 
the same feelings I do,” he said.

BARRIER
cont. from page 1

Someone left a bottle of wine to accompany the 
painted wine glass and grape arbor.
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The painted wall at the intersection of
MacArthur Boulevard and Goldsboro Road
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Despite his good grades he was not really fond 
of school. He wasn’t sure what he wanted to do. 
All he knew was he didn’t want to be a mechanic. 
He remembered his dad working hard and his 
mom always complaining about greasy hands and 
dirty clothes. He grew up wanting to work in an 
office, where he equated respect and money with 
wearing a suit and tie to work every day. He said he 
acquired this idea because he would see his uncles 
who came to visit him on weekends dressed in 
suits and ties. They would give him silver dollars 
every time they came. He assumed anyone that had 
money to give away and wore a suit and tie was 
rich and valued. 

In 1968, his family moved from southeast to 
northeast D.C. Initially just another of many moves, 
this one ended up having significance and a life 
lesson was learned in the back seat of their car that 
day. With all their belongings packed, they made 
their way through the riot filled D.C. streets in the 
wake of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The memories of the H Street riots and 
the looting and fires are still vivid. Nat never forgot 
what his dad said either “about the rage of the 
group and how if I was ever in a situation like that 
I needed to think for myself rather than letting the 
group think for me.”

Around this same time his tennis skills came in 
handy when looking for work. At 17, he took a part-
time job as a tennis facilitator at Marjorie Webster 
Junior College in D.C., a prestigious private junior 
college for women. (It is now part of the eight-acre 
Lowell School campus bordering Rock 
Creek Park). He recalls this time with a big 
smile on his face as he says, “Being paid to 
teach tennis AND do this with the opposite 
sex—it was like a dream that came true. I 
had too much fun.”

In 1970, Nat joined the United States 
Coast Guard. The Vietnam War was 
ramping up and he did not want to be in 
combat. The war did not make any sense 
to him. He saw how the violence was 
penalizing those who had nothing to do 
with the actual conflict. He left home 
hopeful of finding a better way to raise 
a family, develop friendships and co-
exist with other races. He believed that 
the Civil Rights movement would really 
bring change.  

& Associates 

 

Barbara Abeillé 
(301) 996‐6477 

    
Pam Schaeffer 
(301) 537‐0397 

 
Amy Mermelstein 

(240) 372‐3902 

 
Office 

(301) 718‐0010     

Work with a Real Estate Team  
that not only knows your neighborhood,  

but lives there too! 
 

www.abeillehomes.com 

SLAYTON
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 12
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w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

R E N O V A T I O N S - A D D I T I O N S - N E W  H O M E S

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  M a n i o n ,  A I A

7 3 0 7  M a c A r t h u r  B l v d.  S u i t e  2 1 6
B e t h e s d a ,  M D   2 0 8 1 6
P h o n e :  3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 0 0 0
F a x :     3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 1 7 1

While enlisted in the Coast Guard he was able to 
represent the military in several tennis tournaments 
reaching the semi-finals and finals on a number 
of occasions. His most memorable moment was 
his first tournament win in 1972 while stationed 
at Gesashi, the Coast Guard Loran Station in 
Okinawa, Japan. Tennis was a refreshing break 
away from the daily conflicts and hectic life on 
Okinawa. He retired from the Coast Guard in 1977.

Upon his return to the United States, Nat started a 
family with his first wife. They were blessed with 
a son in 1975 who they named Nathaniel III; and a 
daughter born in 1981, Devine Nicole. He is now 
the proud grandfather of 3 beautiful grandchildren, 
all still residing around the D.C. area. During this 
time he held a variety of jobs, including computer 
room supervisor, tree cutter, fire equipment 
inspector, debt collector and correctional officer.

In the late 80’s he met his current wife, Gloria. 
In 1994, Nat moved to Cabin John where Gloria 
lived. Born and raised in Cabin John, Gloria was 
still living in the home her father purchased back in 
1942 when Carver Road was just being developed. 

She has been active in the community Crab Feast 
and other Cabin John events over the years. 

As Nat was approaching 50 years of age, he 
decided to do something different and went back 
to school. He admits that he initially went back to 
try to be a positive influence on his children. If Dad 
could get a college degree at age 50 so could they. 
In 2001, he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree 
from the University of Maryland, followed two 
years later by a Masters Degree in Counseling and 
Personal Services from the University of Maryland. 
Although neither of his children followed in his 
footsteps to higher education, he can see how 
he inspired them to promote the importance of 
education to his grandchildren. 

During his studies he did more than just inspire, 
he discovered what he really wanted to do: help 
veterans. His most rewarding position was working 
at the Vietnam Veterans of America as a Claims 
Service Representative. He considers his biggest 
success the time he helped a Vet who had been 
denied a claim for more than 20 years. Ultimately 
the man was finally paid $200,000 in retroactive 
pay due to Nat’s efforts. “I felt very successful in 
this role,” Nat recalls. “I knew I was good at it. I 
enjoyed counseling people and feeling like I was 
making a difference.” 

In 2006, he returned to tennis. His health was 
failing and the doctors gave him a list of what 
he could do and could not do. Tennis was on the 
‘could NOT do’ list. He chose it anyway. Just 
shy of 60 years old, he is now a member of the 
United States Tennis Association, a registered 
member of the Professional Tennis Registry, a 
board member of the Montgomery County Tennis 
Association, a captain and participant on several 
mixed doubles and gender teams. You can often 
find him mentoring kids on the Palisades courts 
or encouraging older players who think their age 
prohibits them from joining teams and leagues. 

New and lingering health issues have kept Nat 
from the courts since July. He plans to get back 
out there soon and hopes that others will join him 
in promoting tennis and the benefits of sports and 
being part of a team. In a life that has witnessed 
social and economic injustice as well as the positive 
change that followed, his hope is for everyone to 
remember one simple rule “to treat others as you 
would like them to treat you.”

SLAYTON
cont. from page 11
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Holiday Music Events at Church of the Redeemer
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent
Sunday, December 5 at 5 pm
Modeled after the famed service held each year at King’s College, 
Cambridge, this festive liturgy, sung by the Adult and Youth choirs 
(Dr. Benjamin Hutchens, guest conductor), has become a highlight 
of Redeemer’s liturgical cycle. Music will include familiar hymns 
and choral works by J.S. Bach, Franz Biebl, Andrew Carter, Richard 
Lloyd, Paul Manz, Giovanni Pierluighi da Palestrina, and Charles 
Villiers Stanford. Doors open at 4:30 p.m. Reception to follow.

Christmas Eve Family Eucharist
Friday, December 24 at 4 pm
A festive, family-oriented celebration of the Holy Eucharist with 
carols, choral anthems, and homily. All are welcome!

Festal Eucharist of the Nativity
Friday, December 24 at 10:30 pm
An extended, candlelit prelude of organ music, choral anthems, and 
congregational carols begins at 10:00 p.m. Music includes works by 
J.S. Bach, Harold Darke, William Mathias, John Rutter, and Tomás 
Luis de Victoria.

Church of the Redeemer is located at 6201 Dunrobbin Drive in 
Glen Echo.

Holiday Season Dance Schedule for Glen Echo Park
Blues Dancing
Thurdays, 8:15 - 11:30 pm, Ballroom Annex—Dec. 2, 9, 16 and 23
Friday, 8 - midnight, Bumper Car Pavilion—Dec. 3
Sunday, 7:30 - 11:30, Ballroom Annex—Dec. 5
Contra Dancing
Fridays, 7:30 - 11:30 pm, Spanish Ballroom—Nov. 26, Dec. 3, 10 and 17
Swing Dancing
Saturdays, 8 - midnight, Spanish Ballroom—Nov. 27, Dec. 4 (Swing & Blues), 11 and 18
Contra and Square Dancing
Sundays, 7 - 11:30 pm, Spanish Ballroom—Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12 and 19
Ballroom Tea Dancing
Sunday, 3 - 6 pm, Spanish Ballroom—Nov. 28
Waltz Dancing
Sundays, 2:45 - 6 pm, Spanish Ballroom—Dec. 5 and 19
Argentine Tango
Friday, 8:30 - midnight, Ballroom Annex—Dec. 10
Zydeco Dancing
Sunday, 3 - 6 pm, Spanish Ballroom—Dec. 12
Fiesta Latina
Friday, 8:15 - midnight, Ballroom Annex—Dec. 17
New Years Eve Swing Dance
Friday, 8 - 12:30 am, Spanish Ballroom—Dec. 31



14

The Village News

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Oct-Nov 2010
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
6940 Seven Locks Rd $625,000 2 1 0 3 0 1
7810 MacArthur Blvd $650,000 4 2 1 3 1 0
6523 77th St $663,900 3 2 1 3 0 0
6424 83rd Pl $699,000 3 2 0 3 1 0
6515 75th St $739,500 3 2 0 2 1 0
7920 Longridge Ct $1,029,000 4 3 1 3 2 2
7519 75th St $1,135,000 5 4 1 3 2 2
6428 79th St $1,570,000 4 3 1 3 1 2
6525 76th St $1,999,000 6 4 0 3 1 3

UNDER CONTRACT:
10 Froude Cir #0 $529,900 2 1 0 1 0 0

FOR RENT:  
7630 Tomlinson Ave, L-10 $999 1 1 0 1 0 0
6509 Seven Locks Rd $3,000 4 3 0 3 1 0

 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076.

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in home 
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an 
estimate 301-263-2783.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. 
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping

Senior Activities at Clara Barton Center
The Wednesday Neighborhood Senior 
Program at the Clara Barton Center is happy 
to welcome newcomers. The program, 
sponsored by Montgomery County Dept. 
of Recreation, meets Wednesdays, 10 am 
to 2 pm. Other activities for seniors include 
a volunteer-led bridge group on Mondays, 
12:15 to 2 pm, a ping pong group, and 
exercise classes that meet Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 11:15 am til noon.
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FOR SALE: Bronze Buick Century, 2004. Gently 
driven 14,200 miles by my elderly parents in a 
small Midwest town (yes, you read the mileage 
correctly). MD inspection completed. Excellent 
Condition. Mechanic Endorsed. Asking price 
$14,000. 301-229-5720.

HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 22 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

DEFINE YOURSELF - Join the ongoing fitness 
classes held at Concord St. Andrews.  There are a 
few spaces still available.  For more information, 
contact CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES - DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 

setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone 
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule 
an appointment or learn more about our services 
email  support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-
0873.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves 
some fun. Don’t board your pet—that’s boring! 
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering 
daily walks, bathing, overnight stays at my home 
or yours - fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. 
I’ll pick-up and return your pet if you desire. 
Your pet will thank you.! Many neighborhood 
references available. Lisa Charles 301-320-6161 

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at 301-229-3515 or e-mail at flminor@
patriot.net


