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Cabin Johners Survive February Snowmageddon
by Judith Bell & Tim Weedlun

Nicki Wright, one of the luckier 79th St. residents
reported that many of those who had power invited
those who didn’t to spend the night or share their
cooking facilities. “We opted to stay home and
survived by sleeping under a wonderful German
down comforter that my brother brought back for
us when he was stationed in Germany,” she said.
“If it hadn’t been for that simple, yet remarkable,
comforter, we would have been truly miserable.
Market on the Boulevard was open for business
even when they had no power and served what
croissants and muffins they could. It was a real treat
to walk up and have hot coffee when they did get
their electricity again.”
Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter was one of the
less fortunate residents of Woodrow Place and

© Rick Hatch

More than 30 inches of snow submerged Cabin
Johners in the double whammy snowstorms
that occurred between February 5 and 11. Most
residents were without power for three days, while
a pocket of residents on a section of 79th St. and
Woodrow Place went with electricity for much
longer. Some folks escaped to the comfort of hotels
or homes of friends or neighbors with power,
while others dug in and decided to brave the cold,
whether by choice or by circumstance.

Bill Gormley at work clearing out Longridge Court.

after four nights with no power, went to stay with
friends in Rockville. On Thursday morning, Feb.
11, the day of her return, she received a call from
her 8-year-old neighbor, Sonja Illarionova. “She
(continued on page 2)
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by Virginia Douglas
Young people and adults are welcome to Bingo Night, scheduled for Friday,
February 26, 7 to 9 pm, at the Clara Barton Community Center, 7425
MacArthur Blvd in Cabin John.
One Bingo card, good for the whole night, will cost $5, according to
chairperson Dominique Maggio, who adds, “At that price, you can afford
several!” It’s expected that there will be “mystery Bingo callers”—local
celebrities! For all Bingo winners, there will be modest prizes, to be
chosen from an adult table or a children’s table, as appropriate, and prizes
for all kids at the close of the evening. Pizza, popcorn, and drinnks will be
available at a moderate price.
The event is sponsored by Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center,
and proceeds will go to the center. Questions? Call Dominique Maggio,
301-263-2783.
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SNOWSTORM
cont. from page 1

© Maxwell Citizen Kepler

Ritch Kepler, who lives on MacArthur Blvd, credits
neighbor Rob Herscowitz with singlehandedly
restoring power to Woodrow Place. “Rob chased
down Pepco trucks and plows, plus called Pepco
about 500 times,” says Kepler. “Then, after a power
crew from Pennsylvania put the wrong fuse in the
line [which resulted in surges, crackling, flashes
and electric fires along the street wires], Rob never
rested until power was restored a second time by
chasing down plows and utility trucks again. I said
‘Rob, you’re amazing,’ and he said, ‘I just wanted
to sleep in my own bed.’”

An almost-empty dairy case at the Bethesda Giant before the second storm.

said ‘Gabrielle, I just shoveled your driveway all
by myself.’ I was in shock since it took 7 adults an
hour or more to shovel the same driveway last time.
I had to confirm with her mother several times to
confirm this was really true, but it was. It’s hard
to explain how uplifting it was to drive into our
beautifully clean driveway later that day.”

Though he was dismayed to be seeing his breath
inside his house on Super Bowl Sunday and feeling
like he was inside the winter palace scene from Dr.
Zhivago, Kepler had front row seats to all the plow
activity at the important intersection of MacArthur
Blvd and Seven Locks Road, particularly since all
the shoveling work plowed over his own driveway,
making him wonder if he was going to have to
receive food drops from National Guard cargo
(continued on page 5)

Community
Calendar

FEB

23.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 4)

MAR

26...........................................Bingo Night

Clara Barton Center
7 - 9 pm (see p. 1)

21.........................................History Walk

2

Old Firehouse
2 pm (see p. 6)
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Bill Kramer: Turning the Page
by Oona Stieglitz
The name of our neighbor who lives on Arden Road
might sound familiar. Bill Kramer and his family
have been associated with the Washington, DC
book community since the 1940’s and they have
lived in Cabin John since 1971.

Bill’s father, Sidney Kramer, moved to Washington
D.C. in the early 1940’s to accept a position as a
Library of Congress Fellow in War bibliographer.
He was a scholar by aptitude and inclination but a
librarian by profession, with a Ph.D. in publishing
history. At that time, just before the U.S. entered the
war, the Library of Congress was the only central
intelligence-gathering facility in the government.
The Office of Strategic Services, the precursor to
the C.I.A., was not created until after the attack on
Pearl Harbor. So the elder Kramer was assigned,
along with many others in his division, to the
important task of intelligence gathering at the
outbreak of the war. The unit was second to the
O.S.S. for the duration of the war.
Sidney Kramer was a man who could judge a book
by its cover—he had been buying and selling rare
books since the age of 9. Soon after WWII ended
(Bill was born at the end of WWII), Sidney Kramer
Books opened at 1722 H Street. The World Bank
opened the same year, just around the corner.
Sidney Kramer Books was an experienced and
trusted source for the State Department and The
World Bank, and built a reputation as the leading
bookstore for “the business of Washington.”
But in 1961 Bill’s father died at the age of 49, after
a long struggle with cancer. Bill was 14. His mother
took over the business and ran it successfully until
Bill graduated from Oberlin College and then came
into the family business.
Within a few years, Bill began to write new chapters
in the book biz. In 1973, south of Dupont Circle,
he opened the first store of his own. It specialized
in history, social science and literature. Inventory
came from publishers’ overstock (remainders)
and books designed to sell at special sale prices.
Next, he expanded that business into national book

© Bill Kramer

But Bill’s life contains many interesting and
diverse chapters. At a recent meeting at his kitchen
table, he highlighted some of those chapters for the
Village News.

Bill Kramer

distribution at the wholesale level. The motto for
both was, “good books—cheap”.
In 1974, Kramer Books and Records opened
on 4th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue
on Capitol Hill. In 1976, Kramerbooks &
afterwords opened at 1517 Connecticut
Avenue, NW. In addition to being able to
leaf through the merchandise, customers
could (and still can!) enjoy a meal at the
café or a drink at the bar. Insight Guides
Washington recently called it “Dupont
Circle’s Grand Central for browsing,
cruising and schmoozing.” The business
model of combining books and food did not
exist until Bill created it 33 years ago. Now
it is as common as John Grisham novels on
the beach!
In the 1980’s and 1990’s, Bill and his
partners opened a number of other bookstore/
cafes, on Charles Street in Baltimore, a
brasserie/bookstore at 19th & Eye Street
downtown, and yet another in the NSF
headquarters building in Ballston, Virginia.
Eventually, the epitaphs were written for all
locations except for the one at Dupont Circle
which continues to attract many a hungry,
thirsty and literate customer.
The original Sidney Kramer Books
building on H Street was sold in 1985. The
(continued on page 12)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Feb. 23, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Presentation
of CJCA finances for 2009 (see listing on p. 8),
and expected for 2010, 2) Advance look at new CJ
directory, 3) Possible development of community
listserve for non-CJCA announcements, 4)
Discussion of CJ community response/lessons
learned to snowstorms.

Finally, CJCA presented a check for $500 to the CJ
Volunteer Fire Dept along with the following letter
below. Former CJ resident Lee Hunter, who is now
head of the CJ Volunteer Fire Dept Corporation,
accepted the check.

Minutes of CJCA Meeting for Jan 26, 2010—No
minutes. Meeting was cancelled.

Chief James P. Seavey, Sr.
Fire Rescue Chief
Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department, Inc.
8001 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20817

Summary of December 2009 CJ Holiday Party—
The annual CJ Holiday Party was held on Dec 13th
this past year. Attendance was a bit lower than
previous years so everyone got to have seconds
of sushi. Prior to Santa’s visit, we went through
eating, making kid’s crafts, drinking, singing,
and winning (in the raffle that followed Santa’s
entrance). The following volunteers, many of whom
have helped with this event for a number of years,
should be thanked: Mr. Sound System and Holiday
Music Himself – Jim Gilchrist; Decorations –
Robin Gurley; Kids’ Crafts – Ruth Rabner; Music/
Caroling – Barbara Martin played piano, and
CJCA VP Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter led the
carolling; Tables & Chairs setup – Burr Gray, Ted
Wilmarth, Frank Rans from the Center; Food Setup
and Management – Marcy Harrison, Nancy Shaw,
Clive Harris and son, probably Alexander; Julia
and Tom Rogers got the paper goods; Food Pickup
- Clare Amoruso; Sushi and subs (Glen Echo Subs
always gives us a good deal on these); Lindley
Gray - pizza; Story telling of Santa’s House – Liz
Clark; Kids gifts – Santa from CJ Fire Department
did the delivery; Raffle – this year we raffled off 12
beautiful coffee table books by Roy Sewall on the
Potomac River that were donated by the Potomac
Conservancy; Christmas Tree Pickup – Burr Gray;
and Cleanup – Andy Rice, Susan Roberts, Susan
Stewart, Marcy Harrison and many others. Our
thanks to the cleanup crew!!!
Usually we obtain raffle items from our local
merchants but we decided to give them a break
this year since many of them have purchased
advertising space in the upcoming new, better-thanever CJ Directory.
With a lower turnout than usual, we had a large
number of extra kids’ goodie bags with gifts. Lori
Rieckelman took these over to the Childrens’ Inn at
NIH which was quite appreciative.
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by Burr Gray

December 13, 2009

Dear Chief Seavey,
In recognition of the long history between the Cabin
John Citizens Association and the Cabin John Park
Volunteer Fire Department, and in recognition of the
excellence that the Department continues to display,
and in particular recognition of your selection by Fire
Chief Magazine as Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year, we
ask that you accept this grateful donation of $500.
We also include a copy of the history of Cabin John
written by Judy Welles in 2008 entitled “Cabin John:
Legends and Life in an Uncommon Place.” There is
a section that describes some of the Fire Department’s
early history and a section listing the fire chiefs over
the years.
As always, please let us know if there is ever anything
that the Cabin John community can do for you or
your staff.
Sincerely,
Burton Gray
President, Cabin John Citizens Association

Upcoming Events at the Clara Barton
Community Center:
1) Feb. 26 Bingo Night (see p. 1)
2) Bridge Lessons Possibly Offered – if interested
in a beginner’s or intermediate course, please sign
up at the sheet at the Center or call them (301-2290010) to let them know that you are interested.
Cost is $12/person per session. The course lasts for
6 weeks/sessions.
3) The Community Center is considering starting a
Book Club discussion group. Please let the Center
Director (Modestine Snead – 301-229-0010) know
if you would like to meet once per month to discuss
an assigned book.
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SNOWSTORM
cont. from page 2

planes. Kepler said one of the sleep-deprived
drivers looked guiltily at him and made a kind
effort to clear the driveway, only to get stuck in
the waist-high snow himself, his massive wheels
spinning convulsively. “He looked at me with a
dejected, furrowed brow which seemed to say ‘I
just can’t win.’” Eventually, another plow and a salt
& sand truck came to the plow driver’s rescue.

Steve never got to Betty’s house. It seemed like
every driveway on Cabin Road had at least one
person in it, shoveling snow and shooting the
breeze. They filled Steve in: Betty was staying with
her neighbor, Ross McNair, who had a generator
and could offer all the comforts of home. Her
walkway was all shoveled, her pipes were drained,
and she already had a cup of tea.
Freelance shovelers and other strollers spread
information about which helpful things had
already been done and what might still be needed.
Normally, to check on a neighbor—or to offer or
ask for help from Neighbor2Neighbor—you can
pick up the phone, but on that day some people
had working phones and some people didn’t. N2N
volunteer coordinator Judy Lund, for example, did
not. Mobile phones worked, but even a cell phone
requires an electrical outlet sooner or later. If you
didn’t get a phone connection and folks on the
street didn’t know who still needed what, you just
had to go to the door and ask.

© Burr Gray

The day after the first storm, Steve Hay, of
76th Place, set off down Cabin Road carrying
a thermos of hot tea for his neighbor Betty
Yoklavich. They’d have a visit, he thought, and
he’d see how she was doing. Like many other
Cabin Johners, he didn’t know, without asking,
what comforts and necessities the people around
him were missing as temperatures, houses and
plumbing got colder and colder.

A creative mystery sculptor left behind this whimsical snow carving
of a polar bear lounging atop a car buried at Archbold Terrace.

Pam Schaeffer • Barbara Abeillé • Amy Mermelstein

Work with
a real estate
team that
not only
knows your
neighborhood,
but lives
there too!

Steve knocked on Sandy Occhipinti’s door.
Her house was cold, but with warm clothing
and candlelight, they made do. “The tea was
wonderful,” says Sandy, “something special that
Steve’s parents had brought from Scotland.”
In another cold house a block away, residents were
warming themselves with hot bean soup brought
by the people next door. Necessities and comforts
were soon circulating freely around Cabin John.
(continued on page 8)

& Associates
www.abeillehomes.com
(301) 996-6477 cell
(301) 718-0010 office
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Then and Now

by Judy Welles

Early Cabin John
At one time, “Cabin John” referred to the present
area and also farmland alongside and beyond
what is now Persimmon Tree Road. Some of that
history came alive recently.

me know if he found it. A week later, I received a
photo, an address, and learned about a prominent
and extended family that was active in early Cabin
John and Potomac.

My husband, Tim Shank, happened to be outside
in the yard last summer when a man driving
slowly on Persimmon Tree Road stopped to
ask a question. Jim Phillips, a professor at the
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, had
traveled from Illinois to search for his greatgrandfather’s farm house. He wondered if we had
heard about the Lynch family farm or where the
house might be.

To my surprise, the farm house had originally
faced Persimmon Tree Road near Osage Lane,
which was later renamed Tomlinson Lane. Since
he used the farmhouse photo, J. S. Tomlinson
either envisioned extending Cabin John Park to
it or thought the picturesque house would help
marketing.

He knew the house had once been in Cabin John
on Persimmon Tree Road, and that it had been
moved for a housing development. I had seen a
photo of the Lynch farmhouse in J.S Tomlinson’s
1912 sales brochure for Cabin John Park. The old
photo was labeled “Macadam Road” so I thought
the house had been on Conduit Road, now called
MacArthur Boulevard. Afterall, macadam was
used for the road cover of the aqueduct conduit,
hence the name Conduit Road.
I didn’t know where the house was now but
exchanged emails with Phillips so he could let

The farmhouse remained on Persimmon Tree
Road until 1987 when Sandy Springs Builders
developed the area near it. To save the house from
demolition, the builder advertised it for sale to
anyone willing to move it to one of the new lots
on Tomlinson. New owners moved the 100-yearold house about a block and renovated it with an
addition. Still, the central structure, the original
farmhouse, looks the same.
While moving a farmhouse is interesting in itself,
the Lynch family who owned it were an interesting
part of Cabin John and Potomac history. John
Lynch (1863-1929) built the farmhouse for his
family in 1887. He was a cartright or blacksmith
for Cabin John farmers. His father, William Lynch,
was a farmer who owned 94 acres of what became
Avenel.

© Richard Cook

John Lynch and his wife Lucinda had nine
children, four sons and five daughters. One of
his daughters, Mary Frances, married Charles
Whelan and lived on Riverside Drive, next door to
Edith Armstrong. “Frances” was one of the lively
characters in Armstrong’s book, Days in Cabin
John. Their grandson, Charles “Chip” Whelan,
helped his cousin Jim Phillips find the farmhouse
and shared the family history. Whelan now lives in
Great Falls, VA.

THEN: The 1912 brochure for Cabin John Park showed the Lynch family
farmhouse. Standing in front are John Lynch’s daughters, (l. to r.) Ethel
Catherine, Mary Frances, and Emily Lynch.
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Like other Cabin John children in the early
days, the Lynch children attended the one-room
Friendship School, once located on Persimmon
Tree Road in the area now known as Carderock
Springs South. The Lynch family had other
members living in Cabin John in the 1920s.
Norman Lynch, a cousin, became the first chief
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Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance

© Jim Phillips

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

NOW: (l. to r.) Lynch descendents Charles Whelan (grandson of Mary Frances)
and Jim Phillips (Ethel Catherine’s son) stand by the relocated and renovated
farmhouse their great-grandfather built in early Cabin John.
Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983

of the Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department in 1930. John’s uncle,
Martin Van Buren Lynch, a carpenter, also lived in Cabin John. Many Lynch
descendants continued to live in Cabin John for years.

Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

With John Lynch, there were two other blacksmiths in Cabin John in the
1920s. One had a shop in Charles Benson’s store where Alpine Veterinarian
now stands, and the other worked on the corner in front of the firehouse
(now a cleaners and architectural firm). By 1930, the Census counted only
one blacksmith remaining, the one that had been near the firehouse.

Cabin John has many stories. To hear more about the Persimmon Tree
side of Cabin John, please join me for the second Cabin John History
Walk on Sunday, March 21, 2010, starting at 2 p.m. at the old firehouse.
This walk will go along MacArthur Boulevard to Persimmon Tree Road
and Bridge #3 of the Washington Aqueduct, the “other” aqueduct bridge
in Cabin John. The walk will be about one mile round trip. The walk is
free, but please rsvp: judywelles@verizon.net or 301-229-8110.
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© Maxwell Citizen Kepler

SNOWSTORM
cont. from page 5

A sand truck helps rescue a plow that got stuck in waist-high snow at Ritch Kepler’s driveway.

Gasoline or firewood that had run low on one
street was being brought from the next street over.
Cell phones and cameras were charging up at the

If there is an award to be handed out for Most
Heroic Cabin John Neighbors, the folks living in
the 11 homes on Longridge Court are nominating
Bill and Sharon Gormley.

CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
1/1/2009 - 12/31/2009
						
BALANCE on 1/01/2009		
						
EXPENSES
Cabin John Creek Watershed Meeting		
Green Neighbors-Plastic Bag Campaign		
Cabin John Telephone Directory		
Red Cross Blood Drives			
July 4th Celebration			
Canoe Trip				
Crab Feast T-Shirt				
2008 Crab and Chicken Feast			
2009 Crab and Chicken Feast			
Donation to Village News			
Donation to Cabin John Fire Department
Holiday Party (2008)			
Holiday Party (2009)			
Gift for Cabin John Volunteers		
Miscellaneous				
						
TOTAL EXPENSES					
						
INCOME
Annual Dues				
CJ History Book Sales and Donations		
County Historical Society Grant for History Book
Canoe Trip Payments			
Crab Feast				
Cabin John Telephone Directory--Display Ads
Miscellaneous				
						
TOTAL INCOME			

20,982.00

BALANCE on 12/31/2009		

18,738.81
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neighborhood’s scattered generators. Hospitable
fire pits appeared, where passersby could stop for a
drink and the latest news.

Longridge Court has several long driveways and
a street with the slope of an intermediate ski run.

13,793.86
67.89
1,000.00
1,500.00
776.39
583.51
1,752.41
968.26
1,455.22
4,416.68
650.00
500.00
446.92
1,288.60
180.00
451.17

5,719.00
200.00
1,600.00
570.00
8,593.00
4,200.00
100.00

© Burr Gray

16,037.05

The 9-Mile marker on the C&O Canal is almost
completely buried in snow.
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Many residents have been there since the homes
were built 22 years ago so there are no teenagers to
do snow removal the old fashioned way.

“Around 7:30 the next morning,” said Hatch, “He
stopped blowing the snow off his driveway and
came over with a chainsaw to help cut up and
remove a tree that had fallen across our driveway
during the night. For the remainder of the day,
without a break, he helped clear portions of
numerous driveways and then proceeded to clear a
wide path out to Seven Locks Road. Not just any
path but one that went the entire length of the street.

© Larry Heflin

On Friday afternoon, Feb. 5, Bill Gormley informed
his neighbor, Rick Hatch, that when he bought
his house five years ago, a snow blower conveyed
with the property and now he finally had a chance
to use it. That evening, he helped Hatch clear his
90-foot-long driveway, stopping briefly for a beer
before heading up the street to a neighbor who is
fighting a serious illness. Working with lightning
flashing around him, he cleaned that family’s car
and driveway until about 10 pm.

One of the many trees that fell in Cabin John. This one is atop a garage and cars
on Riverside Drive. The sign, by Larry Heflin, reads in part “The Lord has given
me a large supply of firewood and kindling. I will of course be happy to share.”

(continued on page 10)

TUTORING & COACHING
SAVE $50
On First Session
•

Ask About
Multi-Session
Discounts

Tutoring All Subjects
SAT/ACT/HSA Prep
ADHD/LD/GT Specialists
Customized Approach

Conveniently located just off I-495
near River Road and Seven Locks Road in Bethesda

Positive Learning Experiences, LLC
© Peter Vogt

Founder and Director, Candace Sahm MA
ADHD Coaching for LIFESM

Rudy Sagastume and his crew shovel snow off
Peter Vogt’s roof on 76th Street.

Ed/HD

Scheduling: 301.229.9515
Email: positive.ple@gmail.com • www.pletutoring.com
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SNOWSTORM
cont. from page 9

Longridge is probably 400 yards long. He went up
and back. He did this because he wanted to make
sure our neighbor fighting the illness could get to a
cab if he needed medical attention.”
After that, Gormley began to clear Longridge
Court cul-de-sac itself, going inside after dark,
working about 11 hours straight. After dinner
he and his wife Sharon, who worked with him
to do “trim work” with a shovel most of the
day, heard the first plow come down the street.
They grabbed the snow blower and went outside
to clear most of the driveways that were now
blocked by the plow.

© Burr Gray

“On Saturday evening when I last looked out
the window about 10:30 pm,” says Hatch, “The
Gormleys were still clearing driveways up and
down the street.”
Sunday, Bill began clearing driveways in the
morning and worked the entire day. He cleared the
longest driveway on the street, close to 120 feet
long, plus re-did several others. Thursday morning,
after the final blast of the second storm had passed,
he and his wife were out again beginning the snow
blowing all over once more, for the entire day.

© Burr Gray

Jacob Ross and his dog Maggie by a fallen tree on Tomlinson Avenue.

Claudia Berg, Angela Burton, Lori Powell and Juliette Rodman
form a shovel brigade at Archbold Terrace.

© Burr Gray

Pat Anderson and
Richard Smith
enjoy some cross
country skiing by
Lockhouse 8.
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Because of the Gormleys, 10 families in Cabin
John were able to become mobile as soon as the
plow came through. “Certainly all of us felt much
safer knowing what he had done,” says Hatch. “I’ll
always remember the image of him disappearing
into the gloaming of the storm, hood up and head
down, focused on the ground in front of him and
the incessant sound of his snow blower getting
fainter or stronger as he moved about the street.”

© Peter Vogt

As these stories confirm, it’s a fact that when
faced with emergency conditions, Cabin John
is a perfect model for the kind of attention and
care, especially toward our older neighbors,
that Neighbor2Neighbor seeks to foster. As it
happened, it made very little difference that the
Neighbor2Neighbor number—301-263-2975—was
not working. But keep it handy. Networks and
opportunities that materialized in the difficult days
after the big snow can be nurtured in more ho-hum
times as well.

© Peter Vogt

© Kate Grinberg

Lee Arbetman and his daughters, Amy and Gwendolyn at work on 76th Street.

The debilitating storms were not without their awesome beauty.
Above, Kate Grinberg captures some morning light on the Potomac River
in between the storms. At left, Petet Vogt focuses on the sinewy lines of a black
walnut tree delineated by a thick icing of sticky white snow.
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KRAMER
cont. from page 3

operation was moved to Farragut Square. Over
time, the business model that focused on scholarly
politics and economics writings had outlived

its time. Sidney Kramer Books closed in 1995.
Two divisions of the firm, Library Services and
college textbooks , were spun off and bought out
by the employees who ran them. Bill has kept
his partnership in Kramerbooks & afterwords but
otherwise turned the page on his involvement in the
business of books.

© Bill Kramer

Over the course of a decade, Bill had begun to
prepare for his next career.He realized that, for him,
the most rewarding aspect of his book career was
filling the gaps between knowledge production,
knowledge distribution, and its dissemination and
application in the quest for human benefit.

Bill Kramer and his wife, Judy Duffield, center, with their sons Michael (far left)
and Jacob (far right)on a recent trip to Jasper, Alberta.
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With this in mind, he decided that his new
“story” would be about international economic
development. He set up an NGO (nongovernmental organization) called “The Knowledge
Initiative.” Its purpose was to create state-of-the-art
knowledge resource centers in emerging economies,
each one built around an area of economic
activity. In his view, the lack of access to new
knowledge—a reality in most parts of the world
and the result of globalization and increasingly
restrictive intellectual property rules—had three
very bad outcomes. First, it was short-sighted from
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a business perspective, since knowledge and its
application are the roads to prosperity, and hence,
capacity to consume goods and services. Second, it
would prove to be very poor security policy: if poor
countries were locked out of access to the world’s
wealth-producing tools, they would have no reason
to care about the fate of the rich world. Third,
leaving most of humanity on the outside looking in
is, on its face, unethical.
Bill thought that the knowledge centers would
serve multiple roles: common access points to new
knowledge as it was produced, self-supporting
research institutes, and common ground where
government, the academy, the private sector, and
civil society could meet and work collaboratively
on common problems.
For three years, The Knowledge Initiative
functioned independently. Bill would travel
whenever asked by local interests to work on
specific goals. He undertook IT projects in South
Africa in the information and communications
technology sector, and a project involving forest
management in the Czech Republic.
After a detour into the dot-com world, helping to
create several companies providing web-based
services to colleges and universities, he joined the
World Resources Institute (WRI), in a program
then called Digital Dividends. The emphasis
was on studying how poor people were finding,
using, and benefitting from technology. The
program produced business case studies written
by graduate business students and provided help
to companies looking at how best to serve lowincome communities. Over time, the program
moved beyond technology to study how
the private sector does development.

•
•
•

It is not just about money. Businesses are
social forces too.
Green space and sustainability are not just
about making money.
Low income populations are economic
actors, not passive players.

By mid-2007, WRI had determined to focus more
exclusively on environmental issues, so after six
years Bill left the organization. He started his
own executive education and consulting firm, The
Global Challenge Network, became a partner in a
global consulting firm, AccountAbility, and most
recently, signed on as Director of The Center for the
Advancement of Sustainable Enterprise at Colorado
State University.
This latest move is bringing Bill and his wife, Judy
Duffield, back to their roots, as they met in 1976
while skiing in Colorado. In their bright and airy
home on Arden Road, redesigned twice by Cabin
John’s Tom Manion, they raised two boys, Jacob
and Michael. Now 30 and 27, respectively, they are
off writing their own stories.
Bill and Judy love Cabin John for the same reasons
many of us do—eclectic housing, interesting and
neighborly people, and greenery. Bill notes that
Cabin John “has changed superficially but the
values are the same.”
I suppose we could close the book on him with
somewhat the same conclusion, minus any hint
of superficiality.

One of the highlights of this effort was
leading the effort for a groundbreaking
conference called “Eradicating Poverty
through Profits: Making Business Work for
the Poor,” in San Francisco in December
2004. About 400 to 500 people were
expected to attend. To his surprise and
delight, 1,200 came to share their ideas.
The conference brought global attention to
the “base of the pyramid,” the BOP.
Among the many ideas explored in San
Francisco were:
• Relegating assistance to the poor to
charity and government is a serious
mistake.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Jan-Feb 2010
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:
6601 Seven Locks Rd
6625 76th St

FOR RENT:
11 Carver Rd

List Price
$649,000
$1,999,999

BR
4
6

FB
2
4

HB
1
0

Lvl
2
3

2

1

0

1

$1,500

SOLD:
6465 Wishbone Ter

Listed:
$725,000

		

Fpl Gar
1
2
1
3

0

Sold:
$710,000

(with $12,855 Seller subsidy)

PATRICIA AMMERMAN
And associates

Your Cabin John Realtor

Cell 301-787-8989

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306
I have lived in Cabin John for 17 years and
love our neighborhood
Top Producer
Licensed in MD, DC & VA
Fluent in
English and Spanish
pammerman@longandfoster.com
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Please call me for all your Real Estate
needs or concerns

The Village News

Neighborhood Services
CABIN JOHN ERRAND RUNNERS: Local errands done—for
when you don’t have the time. 301-257-1076.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets
happy and healthy. 301-257-1076.
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AIA

ADVANTAGE CONSTRUCTION SVC. Building and remodeling.
20 years of satisfied customers.
301-540-4214.
HOUSE IN CHAOS? I can help you downsize, declutter, and tame
mail, bills and paperwork. Call Melanie at 301-263-9482. www.
cabinjohnorganizing.com
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your
in home carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement.
Call Bruce for an estimate 301-263-2783.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a
soothing Swedish/deep tissue massage in your own home. Only
$85.00/hr. Gift certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-2632783.
MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All
ages, all levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 years experience,
references. Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

Beginner’s Mind

Yoga

Free Introductory Class

Drop-Ins Welcome!
Level I/II Classes

Saturday mornings 9:30-11:00 am
The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall
6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
http://alice-despard.blogspot.com/
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: living right here in your
neighborhood. 20 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.
Join the ongoing STRENGTH TRAINING
CLASS at Concord St. Andrews with Fitness
Universe Champion Carolyn Evans. If a more
personal approach is what you are interested in,
she is also available for one-on-one training and
discount private Pilates training. Contact her at
DefineYourself@comcast.net.

Looking for ROOM TO RENT/HOUSE SHARE/
HOUSE SIT for long-time Cabin John resident.
Quiet, responsible female with Cabin John
references. Also available to house sit. (House sat
for Mary & Tom on 75th St for the past 5 years
before their permanent move to San Miguel). Cabin
Johners, if you know anyone who would like a
dependable, helpful renter/house sitter—please call
Carolyn 301-257-1076.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine
Minor at 301-229-3515 or e-mail at flminor@
patriot.net

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $10 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Mar. 10, for the
issue mailing Mar. 20, 2010.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to
Village News at above address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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