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by Barbara Martin

Cabin John’s Neighbor2Neighbor group is 
operating well. Volunteer chair Judy Lund has 
been coordinating requests with willing helpers. In 
the last few weeks, volunteers have shoveled snow 
from walks, organized a team of  walkers for a 
family with dogs, driven to medical appointments, 
and paid friendly visits.

Reproduced here is a letter from one grateful 
recipient: “I would like to extend a heartfelt 

sincere thank you to 
John Rabner and his 
crew for shoveling a 
path in my driveway, 
porches and steps on 
the 20th of December 
when we got several 
inches of snow. They 
did a wonderful job, 
and without that path 
I would not have been 
able to get out for 
my kidney dialysis 
treatment. It would have 
been a life-threatening 
situation. I also want 

Get Ready for Another February Bingo Night

Residents Like Neighbor2Neighbor Program 

by Burr Gray

Once again, Friends of the Clara 
Barton Community Center will be 
sponsoring a Bingo Night at the 
Center on February 26, 2010 from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm. Come join us for 
another lively night of Bingo and fun 
with your fellow neighbors. Bingo 
cards will be $5 per card and pizza 
slices and drinks will be on sale. 
All ages welcome. Net proceeds 
from the event will benefit programs 
at the Center. We could use some 
volunteers to help, so please contact 
Dominique Maggio (301-263-2783) 
if you are interested in helping.

(continued on page 9)

to thank Judy Lund for running the volunteer 
program and getting John and his crew to help 
me. Neighbor2Neighbor is a great program. With 
my sincere thanks, Ruby Haines, 45-year CJ 
resident.”

Could all of us be aware of neighbors on our 
block who can use a hand from time to time, 
especially with seasonal needs such as shoveling 
walks, carrying trash cans, raking leaves? Some 
older folks during the last storm could have used 
that kind of help.

One possible source of financial help that could 
aid over-60 residents in staying in their home is 
a reverse mortgage. While it is true that some 
less-than-ethical firms have been advertising 
reverse mortgages without revealing all the details 
and requirements, there are reliable, trustworthy 
bankers who can responsibly help homeowners 
with the process. Reed and I have recently gone 
through this for his parents, with happy results 
and a welcome infusion of income. I would be 
glad to talk to anyone about our experience and to 
recommend the fine banker who took us through 
the process.
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

26 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center 
  7:30 pm (see p. 4)

7 .............................................Blood Drive
 Clara Barton Center 
 10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 4)

7 ................................Super Bowl Viewing
 Clara Barton Center
 TBA (see p. 5)

13 .....................Pre-Valentines Movie Day
 Clara Baron Center 
 noon - 3 pm (see p. 5)

26 ..........................................Bingo Night
 Clara Barton Center 
 6:30 - 8:30 pm (see p. 1)

Community
Calendar

Ollie Martin Willoughby died in December. Mr. 
Willoughby and his family lived in Cabin John 
from 1937-1975, first on Persimmon Tree Road and 
then on Woodrow Place. He and his wife Helene 
moved to the Eastern Shore 30 years ago. Mr. 
Willoughby served in the Navy, then joined the Fire 
Department where he rose to the rank of Lieutenant. 
His daughter, Maureen Willoughby, lives with her 
family in the Woodrow Place home. Maureen and 
her siblings gave their dad 24 grandchildren.

A retrospective of the work of Tom Green, Cabin 
John’s distinguished resident artist, will open 
January 30, 6-9 pm at the Katzen Art Center, 
American University Museum, 4400 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW, on Ward Circle. The show, “Tom 
Green: Past and Present,” runs through March 14, 
and will exhibit paintings and smaller works on 
paper, dating from 1971-2009. Tom has the entire 
second floor, with approximately 30 large paintings 
and another 25 drawings, water colors, and prints. 
A catalog is available, with 44 pages, lots of color 
and supporting text. Tom is Professor Emeritus of 
the Corcoran College of Art. Tom and Linda live on 
Tomlinson Avenue.

New neighbors on Longridge Court are Mark and 
Shu-Tseng Hau Borigini. Mark is a physician with 
FDA, Mrs. Borigini is a pharmacist. They moved 
here a year ago from California.

Bob Wilkoff, with his firm Archaeon, has been 
named by Bethesda Magazine as the area’s 
best architect. The Wilkoffs live on Macarthur 
Boulevard. That same issue of the magazine 
recognized another Cabin Johner—Heidi Bumpers, 
for her work with MoverMoms, a volunteer group 
that responds to needs both local and far-flung. 

Other more-or-less local items mentioned in the 
current issue are: notice of an art show coming 
in February to the Yellow Barn Gallery in Glen 
Echo, featuring paintings of Bethesda scenes; the 
pick of Old Angler’s Inn as the locale for best 
outdoor dining (in warmer weather); choice of Walt 
Whitman High School as best public high school, 
with principal Alan Goodwin; Suburban as best 
area hospital and emergency room.

J
A
N

F
E
B

And one more historical tidbit from Bethesda 
Magazine (no I don’t have a financial or 
professional connection). There was a paper mill 
on Cabin John Creek in the mid-19th century. In 
1850, the mill, owned by Charles Hunter, converted 
62 tons of rags into 2,900 reams of paper worth 
$9,425. Hunter employed six men, whom he paid 
about $18 a month, and six women, who received 
$7 a month. The mill burned seven years later.

Please pass on news of your family or neighbors, 
past and present to Barbara Martin, 301-229-3482, 
bbeckmartin@verizon.net. We’d like to hear about 
new neighbors.



3

The Village News

Barbara Martin: Cabin John’s Ace Profiler Gets Her Turn
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Barbara Martin

By Ted Orme

After moving to Cabin John nearly 40 years ago it 
didn’t take Barbara Martin long to become one of 
its most committed citizens. In 1973, she chaired 
the Land Use Committee that developed the Cabin 
John Community Plan which helped shape the 
future of our town. The following year she was 
president of the CJ Citizen’s Association, and in the 
years since she has volunteered literally thousands 
of hours to just about every notable community 
project—the annual Crab Feast (ticket seller and 
server), Christmas party (lead singer and piano 
player), directory (canvasser), creek and road 
cleanups (stoop labor), 4th of July parade (leading 
with husband Reed Martin in his 1931 model A 
Ford) and, more recently, serving on the Cabin John 
History Committee. 

And that’s not to mention profiling over 200 leading 
townspeople—and characters—as the “Neighborly 
News” contributor to the Village News for the past 
35 years. You could compare Barbara to the pretty 
girl in your high school yearbook with two dozen 
lines of credits next to her photo. So, after all these 
years and good works, where is Barbara Martin’s 
profile?  Read on…

Born in D.C. and raised in the Petworth 
neighborhood in Northwest, Barbara Beck was an 
honor student and a major in the Girl Cadet Corps 
at Roosevelt High School. After high school her 
dad, a retired policeman who had been raised on 
a farm in Iowa, fulfilled his “get back to the land” 
dream and bought a farm on the Eastern Shore just 
over the line in Delaware. Though the farm dream 
didn’t pan out for the Becks and their three kids, 
it did qualify Barbara as an in-state student at the 
University of Delaware, where she earned a degree 
in political science and met and married Ed Clark at 
the tender age of 19.

After graduation the couple came back to D.C. 
where Ed went to work for the U.S. Treasury 
Department and Barbara “got a government job, 
hated it, then worked at a private nursery school, 
which I enjoyed.” She stopped working when Steve 
was born, the first of their four children. Steve, now 
a chiropractor in Pasadena, Maryland, was followed 
by Mathew, a family doctor in Philadelphia who 
specializes in gerontology; Marian, who changed 
her name to Holy Kaur when she converted to 
the Sikh religion and is a life coach in Portland, 
Oregon; and Andy, a podiatrist in Toledo, Ohio.

Living in Southeast Washington proved to be a 
challenge, however, and Barbara set about finding 
better, safer schools for the kids. She had worked 
as a secretary for the 
National Education 
Association and got 
to know principals 
from all around the 
area who served on the 
development committee 
she was assigned to. “I 
asked them, ‘What is 
the best high school in 
the area,’” she recalls. 
“And over and over 
again they said Walt 
Whitman. So I called 
to find the boundaries 
of the Walt Whitman 
school district, and as 
it turned out, I couldn’t 
afford anything but 
Cabin John.”

And so it was that the 
family relocated to 
Cabin John in 1970. 
The house they bought 
for (would you believe) 

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping

(continued on page 7)
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Jan. 26, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—Guest speaker from 
the County. Subject to be announced via e-mail and 
by A-frame sign in front of the Clara Barton Center.

Minutes of the November 24, 2009 CJCA 
Meeting—More than 30 people, both Cabin John 
and Wood Rock residents attended. On the agenda 
were presentations about the Lower Booze Creek 
Stream Restoration Project and the proposed 
National Outdoor Center at Rockwood Manor Park.

1) Lower Booze Creek Stream Restoration Project 
Craig Carson from the Montgomery County 
Department of Environmental Protection gave a 
Power Point presentation regarding this project. In 
2004 the Cabin John Creek Watershed Study was 
conducted. Biological (aquatic insects) and fish 
data were collected. As a result of this study, six 
top-ranked storm water management sites were 
chosen from 22 potential sites. Lower Booze Creek 
ranked first as the site needing stream restoration. 
This restoration is designed to improve water 
quality in the Cabin John Creek watershed by 
reducing impacts from runoff and erosive stream 
velocities. To alleviate storm runoff, rock vanes 
will be constructed to prevent stream bank erosion 
and cross vanes constructed to protect sewer lines 
and create habitat. In addition, damaged storm 
drain outfalls will be repaired. Invasive plants will 
be removed and the area will be reforested. The 
County will work closely with WSSC to repair, 
protect and line existing sewer lines.

Booze Creek is located between River Road and 
Cabin John Parkway and crosses River Road next 
to Holton Arms School. The project length is over 
4,000 feet and the drainage area is about four 
square miles.

Phase I (area closer to Cabin John Parkway) 
will begin in June 2010 and Phase II (closer to 
River Road) will being in the Fall of 2010. The 
restoration project will be monitored for at least five 
years after completion.

2) National Outdoor Center at Rockwood Manor Park
Sunny Pitcher, president of Potomac Paddlesports, 
has proposed a public-private partnership with 
Montgomery County to transform the 45-acre 
property of Rockwood Manor Park, which is 
located across the street from the Great Falls 
section of the C&O Canal National Historical Park, 
into a nature-focused community center. Rockwood 

Manor is currently operated by Montgomery 
County as a conference and wedding reception site. 
The facility is apparently underutilized.

The proposed project would include kayak and 
bicycle rental, a café and bistro serving food and 
alcohol, a store selling outdoor gear, and a wellness 
center with yoga and Tai Chi classes. The current 
facility has nine hotel rooms that would be retained 
and function as a bed and breakfast operation. The 
existing buildings on the site would be remodeled 
with no new construction proposed. 

A number of Woodrock residents attended the 
CJCA meeting. The Woodrock community borders 
the Rockwood Manor Park. Those attending 
opposed the project because of concerns with 
traffic, parking, pedestrian safety and noise. They 
also felt they had not been adequately informed by 
the County or Mr. Pitcher of the proposed changes 
to Rockwood Manor Park.

The CJCA decided not to vote for or against 
supporting this project until more information is 
provided. Additional information about the project 
is available at www.nationaloutdoorcenter.org/
nationaloutdoorcenter4.2.pdf . 

Important Note: as of the time of this newsletter, 
the proposal has been withdrawn by Potomac 
Paddlesports from further consideration by the 
County.

Another Excellent CJ December Holiday 
Party—Summary of the annual Holiday Party to 
follow in the next issue. 

Next Cabin John Blood Drive—The next 
community Blood Drive will take place on 
Sunday, Feb 7 at the Clara Barton Community 
Center. Please contact CJ Resident Karen Melchar 
(ardenroad@mac.com or 229-9049) if you are 
willing and able to donate blood. Time slots start 
at 10 am, with the last slot at 3:45 pm. We will 
probably need help in manning the sign-in table 
and in helping with setup and takedown, so please 
let Karen know if you can volunteer some help 
whether or not you plan to donate blood. Call 
1-800-272-2048 (Red Cross nurses station) if you 
have any questions regarding eligibility to donate. 
Since CJCA started organizing blood drives in 
2001, our efforts have generated over 1000 pints of 
blood.
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& Associates 

  Pam Schaeffer   •   Barbara Abeillé   •   Amy Mermelstein 

 

 

www.abeillehomes.com 
(301) 996-6477  cell 
(301) 718-0010  office 
 

Work with  
a real estate 
team that  
not only  
knows your 
neighborhood, 
but lives  
there too! 

Community Center News 
Super Bowl Viewing—come watch the Super Bowl on February 
7 at the Community Center on the Center’s excellent wide-
screen TV. Pizza and other refreshments will be served free of 
charge. The event starts approx ½ hour before the game does.

Pre-Valentine Family Movie Day—On February 13 at noon, 
you’re invited to bring your family to enjoy another free movie 
day. You and your loved ones can also create your own Valentine’s 
Day cards with materials provided by the Center. Refreshments 
will be offered. First 50 families only. Please RSVP to the Center 
– 301-229-0010. Movie starts at noon.

Bridge Lessons—The Center is considering offering a beginner’s 
or intermediate bridge course if there are enough area residents 
interested. Please sign up at the sheet at the Center or call them 
(301-229-0010) to let them know that you are interested. Cost is 
$12/person per session. The course lasts for 6 weeks/sessions.

Possible Book Club—Community Center is also considering 
starting a book club discussion group. Please let the Center 
Director (Modestine Snead – 301-229-0010) know if you would 
like to meet once per month to discuss an assigned book.

N2N PROGRAM
cont. from page 1

If you or any of your neighbors could use a hand 
on a temporary or more lengthy basis, please don’t 
hesitate to call Judy Lund at 301-263-2975, and 
let Neighbor2Neighbor step in as the group is 
organized to do.

We would welcome more volunteers to respond to 
occasional requests. If you could do that, please 
email Judy Lund at ludmantx@aol.com so she 
can put you on the list. Also, if you are someone 
who volunteered in the past but you have not been 
getting Judy’s emails, it’s because she doesn’t 
have your correct email address. Please email her 
so that we can have a complete list.
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But Captain John Smith’s travels around the 
Chesapeake Bay took him to rivers such as the 
Potowomack and to creeks as documented in his 
journals. In fact, there is a “Captain John’s Creek” 
near the mouth of the Potomac River where it 
enters the Bay. 

So, I continue to wonder how a waterway, Captain 
John’s Run, now Cabin John Creek, could have 
been named after a Ranger rather than a sailor  
or waterman. 

Afterall, as reported in The Washington Star in 
1913, a poem was found in 1825 in a grain bin of 
an old mill on the banks of Cabin John Creek. That 
poem had “John” coming out of the river: 

“John of the Cabin – a curious wight
Sprang out of the river one dark stormy night…”

Other news articles attributed detailed descriptions 
of John of the Cabin’s physical appearance to 
“the citizens of that community who got their 
information from their fathers, grandfathers, and 
great-grandfathers.” One article determined that 
John’s past must have included ship life because 
tattoos covered his arms, legs, and entire body.

Edith Armstrong in her Brief History of Cabin John 
Park wrote, “Another story makes the mysterious 
John a pirate who eluded his own crew and made 
his way of the Potomac to bury his treasure.”

Or perhaps the cabin was built by John Trust, the 
grieving husband of the ‘female stranger’ whose 
grave is in Alexandria, VA. A British noblewoman 
who fell in love with a commoner, she became ill 
on their sea voyage to escape her guardian. As she 
lay dying (in Alexandria’s version of the tale she 
died in Gatsby’s Tavern), she told John to bury her 
with no name. The ornate gravesite labeled Female 
Stranger tells of her death in 1816 at the age of 23. 
The story of the doomed lovers became a popular 
romance novel in 1912, connecting the grave to the 
Cabin John Bridge named after John of the Cabin. 
Of course, the story of the mysterious gravesite has a 
different version on the other side for the Potomac. 

In short, most of the stories of the name Cabin John 
relate to water in one way or another. In the absence 
of any real proof about other Captain Johns, I’m 
keeping my money on Captain John Smith.

















by Judy WellesThen and Now

John of the Cabin Lives On
Pirates, hermits, Indians, ghosts, lost lovers…
many stories and legends have been told over the 
years about the origin of the name Cabin John. 
And now, there is yet another conjecture, a new 
legend perhaps.

Michael Dwyer, a retired historian of the 
Montgomery County Parks and Planning 
Commission, agrees with the theory that “Cabin 
John” is probably a corruption of “Captain John”…
that is, “Cap’n” over time becoming “Cab’n” 

and then “Cabin.” But he is convinced that 
Captain John was a man named Captain John 

Addison. He mentioned John Addison 
in an article on Magruder’s Folly and 
Cabin John Mills in the Montgomery 
County Historical Society’s fall/winter 

publication. He gave me more information 
in an email exchange.

John Addison gained the title of Captain in 1694 
when he was with the Potomac Rangers. Sort of 
a local militia, the Rangers stalked Indians in the 
area. Indeed, there were a number of militia and 
rangers with the title of Captain and the name John 
mentioned in land grants of the late 17th century. 
But according to Dwyer, there are more references 
to John Addison who also patented tracts of land 
near what is now the Potomac area. 

Dwyer questions the connection to Captain John 
Smith, which many Cabin Johners—past and 
present—believe to be the true source of the name. 
He notes the absence of any reference to a Captain 
John Smith in 17th Century documents when there 
are references to other Captain Johns including 
John Addison. 
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TUTORING & COACHING

Tutoring All Subjects
SAT/ACT/HSA Prep

ADHD/LD/GT Specialists
Customized Approach

Conveniently located just off I-495 
near River Road and Seven Locks Road in Bethesda

Positive Learning Experiences, LLC
Founder and Director, Candace Sahm MA Ed/HD

ADHD Coaching for LIFESM

Scheduling: 301.229.9515
Email: positive.ple@gmail.com  •  www.pletutoring.com

SAVE $50
On First Session

•

Ask About
Multi-Session

Discounts

$25,000 was an original 1912 Sears kit house on 
79th Street built by David Tuohey, one of the first 
families of Cabin John. “The house had been a 
rental and it was a mess, but I loved Cabin John,” 
says Barbara.

She chuckles now at her preconceived stereotype 
of women in Bethesda. “I thought they all drove 
station wagons, belonged to the country club and 
left their children to the nanny and house keeper 
and went out to play golf. Well, they turned out to 
be just like me.”

Not everybody. Cabin John was still pretty 
“working class” back in those days and its rowdy 
young men and boys were known as “river rats.” 
A favorite hangout was the infamous Tuohey’s 
Tavern “just a half block from my house. The men 
would go there on Friday night to drink up their 
paychecks,” Barbara recalls, not so fondly. “The 
wives would know where they were and by 7:30 
or 8 they would stand out in the parking lot and 
start yelling and screaming at them to come home. 
I thought what in the world have I gotten into? I 
moved from Southeast Washington to the middle of 
hillbilly land.”

The tavern was closed down in the early 1970s 
when the barmaid shot and killed the bartender. 
Attempts were made to reopen it, but the county 
said the owners had to get the okay of the close by 
neighbors. “And we said ‘no!’” says Barbara with 
emphasis. 

Chapter 2: Rice and Beans and a New Career
The marriage was unraveling and Barbara and Ed 
Clark were divorced in 1972. She quickly realized 
“I had to go back to school because I could not 
support myself and four kids as a secretary,” 
says Barbara. She took out loans to enroll in 
an accelerated, 15-month program at George 
Washington University to get a Master’s Degree in 
Human Resources. During that time the two older 
boys worked as bricklayers to help support the 
family. “We lived on rice and beans,” she adds. “We 
didn’t go to the doctor, we prayed there were no 
repairs needed on the car, we didn’t buy any clothes 
or anything else…we barely got by.”

But the sacrifices paid off. “When I got my first 
job after the degree as a training officer for the 
Southern Railway I made twice as much as I had 
as a secretary, just by virtue of having a new field,” 
she notes. After a couple of years, Barbara decided 

to strike out on her own as an independent human 
resources trainer. She partnered with friend and 
fellow Cabin Johner Wanda Veraska to develop and 
apply for a U.S. Department of Education grant to 
conduct consumer education training programs for 
women. There were 66 applicants for the grant, and 
Barbara and Wanda were among three chosen.

“It was right about the time of women’s lib and 
recognition of consumer rights,” Barbara explains. 
“We designed a program that would teach women 
about all the new rules and laws on consumer credit 
and banking—all the things women had not been 
able to get from their own banks and credit card 
companies. We were also teaching assertiveness—
how to speak up for yourselves and get what you 
want according to the law.”

Clients included government agencies, women’s 
organizations, YWCAs and a variety of other groups 
from all over the country. The grant was extended 
for a second year, and the two dynamic Cabin John 
trainers traveled around the country presenting the 
program to organizations that, in turn, could develop 
similar programs for their organizations. 

MARTIN
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 10)
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Green Neighbors

Green Neighbors Website Due to Go Live!
Check out Green Neighbors new website at www.
GreenNeighbors.org. Thanks to the voluntary 
assistance of local web-genius Citizen Kepler, we 
are finally going live! Tune in for great photos from 
the community as well as from the Metal Recycling 
and Bring Your Own Bag initiatives. Lots of other 
goodies await you, so make sure to check it out. We 
look forward to your input and ideas.

Do You Have Your Stylish Green Neighbors 
Community-Sponsored Reusable Tote Bag?
There are still tote bags available! Please show your 
community support by getting yours now. They 
are available at the Bethesda Coop or by calling 
Jennifer Jordan at 301-351-2059.

Recycle Your Christmas Tree
Christmas trees will be collected on your recycling 
day with the rest of your blue bin recyclables 
through January 29th. Make sure your Christmas 
tree is at the curb by 7 am. 

40th Anniversary of Earth Day
Green Neighbors would like to bring our 
community’s attention to the fact that April 22, 
2010 will be the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, We 
anticipate that there will be many global and local 
events for individuals to participate in—a little 
Googling should lead the way. Please check out our 
Green Neighbors column in the next Village News 
to learn about events we are planning to propose 
in order to bring our own local river communities 
together around this historic event.

Maryland Considers Paper/Plastic Bag Tax
One more reason to get your Green Neighbors 
reusable tote bag now! The District of Columbia has 
become the first major city in the nation to impose 
a 5 cent tax per disposable paper or plastic bags. 
The tax was imposed as of January 1st and proceeds 
will go to a fund for cleaning up the city’s Anacostia 
River. “I signed this law in July to cut down on the 
disposable bags that foul our waterways,” D.C. 
Mayor Adrian Fenty said last month. “We want 
everyone to know that you can save the river, 
and 5 cents, if you bring your own reusable bag.” 
Maryland Delegate Al Carr plans to introduce similar 
legislation in our state. If passed, proceeds would go 
toward the Chesapeake and Atlantic Coastal Bays 
2010 Trust Fund to pay for pollution mitigation.

Plant a Tree and Save Some Green!
The State of Maryland is partnering with businesses, 
communities and residents to plant 1 million new 
trees by 2011.  Explore www.trees.maryland.gov 
for advice on where, how and what type of trees to 
plant and to access discount coupons for your tree 
purchases. Register the trees you’ve planted, site 
them on Maryland’s interactive map, and calculate 
their benefits to you and our planet.  As well, the 
Montgomery County Planning Department has 
launched a tree planting program, “Leaves for 
Neighborhoods,” to increase the county’s tree 
canopy on residential property. Plant shade trees in 
your yard with help from a $25 coupon when you 
buy a tree with a retail value of $75 at participating 
nurseries. Go to www.montgomeryplanning.org/
events/leaves for more information. Find nurseries 
that participate in both programs and use the two 
coupons together to save more! 

Beginner’s Mind 
      Yoga

Drop-Ins Welcome!

          Free Introductory Class                 Level I/II Classes 

Saturday mornings  9:30-11:00 am

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall

6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816

http://alice-despard.blogspot.com/

by Jennifer Jordan, Tom Rojas, Michaela Palumbo, and Martha Donnelly

6511 76th St
Cabin John, MD 20818
(301) 320-1164

tim_weedlun@msn.com
http://mysite.verizon.net/weedlun
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Judy Welles, above right, with Kit Putnam, sold copies of her book at the 
show. Below right, artist Dot Procter chats with a friend at her table.

December Arts & Crafts Show Draws Pre-Holiday Visitors
by Leslie Barden

The Arts & Craft Show held on December 6th at the Clara 
Barton Community Center garnered close to $1000 for 
Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center The earnings 
will be applied to such things as carpeting for the the new 
Senior Room, new vertical blinds for all of the windows, 
toner for the copier, as well as funds for February’s Family 
Bingo Night (see page 1) and the Halloween Haunted House 
in October.

In 2009, the Clara Barton Center had great support from 
Montgomery County. By year end the County had finished 
replacing all of the Center’s windows, opening up more space 
for storage and a new Senior Room, and had nearly completed 
the roof replacement. Friends Board members began pushing 
for more storage space and these essential repairs in 2007, 
speaking at County budget hearings, talking with Recreation 
Department staff, and taking politicians and county staff on 
tours of the building. Excellent community attendance and 
discussion at two meetings at Clara Barton Center that year 
were key to getting our projects on the list to be funded.

We look forward to more community events at the Center in 
the year to come!
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 “After our two year consumer education grant 
ended, Wanda went back to grad school and I 
continued to scout up training jobs on my own for 
next 20 years,” Barbara adds.

Chapter 3: Heart Strings
It was Barbara’s oldest son, Steve, who 
inadvertently played Cupid for his mom. Steve 
used to play his guitar at the weekly “open mike” 
sessions at the Red Fox, a restaurant/pub in 
Bethesda. It was there he met Reed Martin, an 
accomplished 5-string banjo player in the “old 
time” claw hammer style. “Steve invited Reed and 
other players to come over to our house and play 
some music together,” according to Barbara. “And 
that’s when Reed walked into my life.”

It soon became obvious it was more than just music 
that attracted Reed. “He kept calling and coming 
around, and we thought at first he was coming 
around to see Steve. But after a while Steve said, 
‘You know Mom, I don’t think Reed is coming 
around to see me.’ And I said, ‘Yeah, I’ve been 
getting that impression too.’” Barbara laughs. “So we 
started going out together and got married in 1979.

MARTIN
cont. from page 3
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS

January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

Beginning Balance (1/1/09) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1502.76

INCOME

Display Advertising $9,158.50
Classified Advertising 263.25
Neighborhood Services 277.50
Subscriptions 185.00
CJCA 650.00

-------------
Total $10,534.25

EXPENSES

Printing Expense $8,117.35
Mailing Expenses:

Monthly Mailing 2,048.26
Bulkrate Fee 185.00
Labels 61.05
Stamps 36.78

PO Box Rental 92.00
-------------

Total $10,540.44

TOTAL OF INCOME MINUS EXPENSES . . . . . . . . . ($6.19)

ENDING BALANCE (12/31/09) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1496.57

Submitted by:
Lorraine Minor
Business Manager, CJVN
3 January 2010

w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

R E N O V A T I O N S - A D D I T I O N S - N E W  H O M E S

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  M a n i o n ,  A I A

7 3 0 7  M a c A r t h u r  B l v d.  S u i t e  2 1 6
B e t h e s d a ,  M D   2 0 8 1 6
P h o n e :  3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 0 0 0
F a x :     3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 1 7 1

And what a pair they make: the self-reliant, 
statuesque blond trainer and the talented, energetic 
former exhibits specialist for the Smithsonian 
Museums and Walter Reed Medical Museum. A 
true Renaissance man, Reed has filled the house 
and deep garage and rented garages around the area 
with his collection of antique model boats, gas cars 
and automobiles ranging in age from 1898 to the 
now familiar 1931 Model A Ford. And he is still a 
regular performer at Glen Echo’s annual Folk Life 
Festival and other musical venues near and far.  
“Reed,” says Barbara, “can’t limit himself.” 

Celebrating 30 years together this year, Barbara 
says the marriage is successful because, “We 
don’t live in each others pockets. We are not 
Siamese twins. We’re not afraid to pursue separate 
interests.” Retired since 1996, interests for Barbara 
range from her church and book clubs to family 
(10 grandchildren) and, of course, community. For 
Reed, there’s a constant quest for knowledge and 
activities to feed his many interests. (But that’s the 
subject for a future Village News profile.)

One thing is certain: no moss will grow on these 
two. Many of their retirement exploits have been 
chronicled in the Village News, like bicycling 
down the towpath from Cumberland, as well as 
countless volunteer efforts that have made Cabin 
John one of the primary beneficiaries of their good 
will and energy. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: For more on Tuohey’s Tavern 
and the entire colorful history of Cabin John read 
Judy Welles’ excellent book, Cabin John, Legends 
and Life of an Uncommon Place, distributed last 
year to residents and still available for purchase 
at the Bethesda Coop or directly from Judy at 
judywelles@verizon.net.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Nov 2009-Jan 2010
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
6525 76th St $1,999,000 6 4 0 3 1 3

UNDER CONTRACT:
6465 Wishbone Ter $725,000 3 3 1 3 3 2

SOLD: Listed: Sold:
21 Ericsson Rd  $295,000 $239,000
11 Carver Rd $395,000 $395,000
7859 Archbold Ter $579,000 $555,000
7410 Arden Rd $1,499,000 $1,350,000

PATRICIA AMMERMAN 
And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have lived in Cabin John for 17 years and 
love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN ERRAND RUNNERS: Local 
errands done—for when you don’t have the time. 
301-257-1076.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to 
keep your pets happy and healthy. 301-257-1076.

ADVANTAGE CONSTRUCTION SVC.  Building 
and remodeling. 20 years of satisfied customers. 
301-540-4214.

HOUSE IN CHAOS? I can help you downsize, 
declutter, and tame mail, bills and paperwork. 
Call Melanie at 301-263-9482. www.
cabinjohnorganizing.com

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN 
can help with your in home carpet needs with 
rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce 
for an estimate 301-263-2783.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. 
Receive a soothing Swedish/deep tissue massage 
in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift certificates 
available.  Call Dominique at 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO 
STUDIO. All ages, all levels. Ensemble workshops. 
Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 
years experience, references. Call Siew at 301-320-
4280.

 



ClassifiedsClassifieds THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $10 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
milerjefferson@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Feb. 10, for the 
issue mailing Feb. 20, 2010. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: Mike 
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Judy Welles,  
Barbara Martin. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com

The Village News
PO Box 164
Cabin John, MD 20818, USA
Address Service Requested

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 20 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

Join the ongoing STRENGTH TRAINING 
CLASS at Concord St. Andrews with Fitness 
Universe Champion Carolyn Evans. If a more 
personal approach is what you are interested in, 
she is also available for one-on-one training and 
discount private Pilates training. Contact her at 
DefineYourself@comcast.net.

Looking for ROOM TO RENT/HOUSE SHARE/
HOUSE SIT for long-time Cabin John resident. 
Quiet, responsible female with Cabin John 
references. Also available to house sit. (House sat 
for Mary & Tom Heslin on 75th St for the past 6 
years before their permanent move to San Miguel). 
Cabin Johners, if you know anyone who would like 
a dependable, helpful renter/house sitter—please 
call Carolyn 301-257-1076.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at 301-229-3515 or e-mail at flminor@
patriot.net


