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by Michaela Palumbo, Tom 
Rojas, Martha Donnelly & 
Jennifer Jordan

Green Neighbors 
was proud to hold its 
kick-off event for the 
“Bring Your Own Bag” 
(BYOB) campaign on 
the beautiful afternoon 
of Sunday, May 31st. 
The fun and educational 
event took place at the 
Old Firehouse Building 
at MacArthur Boulevard 
and Seven Locks Road. 
A special thank you is in 
order to owners Anthony 
and Elizabeth Wilder 
who generously offered 
us both their parking lot and conference room for 
the many displays and media presentations.

Green Neighbors’ May 31 “Bring Your Own Bag” 
(BYOB) Kick-Off Event Was Educational and Fun

11th Annual Potomac Canoe Trip Set for July 12
by Burr Gray

CJCA is making arrangements to run the annual 
Canoe Trip on July 12 this year. We will likely put 
in at Riley’s Lock around 11:30 am, which is where 
Calleva boat rentals are located and where we have 

started the last couple of 
years. The trip is limited 
to Cabin John residents 
and friends. Fee is $10/
head (max of $20/canoe). 
(There is a separate 
charge if you rent a 
canoe or kayak.) See 
herons, ospreys, ducks, 
maybe an eagle, maybe 
deer. Have lunch on an 
island in the river. Expert 
guides and instruction 
provided. Canoe 
paddling instruction is 
strongly recommended 

for all and begins at the river’s edge at 10:30 am, 
about one hour before we head off downstream. 
Expect to get wet in some fashion during this trip.

Bring your own canoe or let us know that you will 
need to rent one from Calleva. Bring your own 
lunch/sodas/water/sun tan lotion. As always, dessert 
provided by CJCA.

If you are planning to participate, it is very very 
important that you notify Burr Gray (burrgray@
aol.com, or 703-607-2740 by July 5 so that we can 
plan on how many guides to get and provide you 
in advance with other instruction and the specifics 
of the trip. Please indicate the number of canoes 
or kayaks and people (ages of any kids) and level 
of expertise. State in particular, whether you will 
need to rent one or more canoes, and leave a phone 
number. This event is sponsored and subsidized in 
part by CJCA.

Recycle Man, left, does battle with Plastic Man at the BYOB Kick-Off.
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 Our intention was to highlight the growing 
problem of plastics accumulating in our oceans 
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

4 ...................................4th of July Parade
 Clara Barton Center
 11 am - noon (see p. 5)

5 ...............................Medicinal Plant Walk
 Lockhouse 8 River Center 
 10 - 11:30 am

11 ................Washington Conservatory of
 Music Open House
 Glen Echo Park
 1 - 4 pm

12 ........................11th Annual Canoe Trip
 Riley’s Lock 
 TBA (see p. 1)

22 .......................... CJ Directory Deadline
 (see p. 3)

4 .................Neighbor to Neighbor Meeting
 CJ Gardens Community House 
  7:30 pm (see p. 11)

Community
Calendar

The Palisades Pool is now open for the summer. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday from 11 am to 1 pm, 
any Cabin John resident can swim for free.

Gabriella M. Rojas, daughter of Tom and 
Marie Rojas of MacArthur Blvd, graduated from 
Walt Whitman H.S. on June 11,  and will attend 
Washington College in Chestertown, MD. in the fall.

Please call Barbara Martin at 301-229-3482 or 
email bbeckmartin@verizon.net with news of your 
family, or your neighbors—present or past.
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Village News Seeks Volunteers to Help Distribute Newsletter
After 30 years of faithful service as our newsletter’s distribution managers, 
Reed and Barbara Martin will be stepping down as of this month and offer 
their position to any other neighborhood volunteer who would like to help 
us out. The job requires about four hours of time (or just two hours for two 
people) per month for the ten months out of the year that the Village News is 
mailed out to current and former residents. This is usually done about a week 
prior to the fourth Tuesday of each month, which is the date of the CJCA 
monthly meeting. Using supplied pre-printed mailing labels, the distribution 
volunteer receives boxes of printed newsletters from our printer and applies 
the labels to the newsletters and sorts them into supplied trays from the local 
post office that are arranged by postal code. After applying the labels, the 
volunteer then delivers the newsletters to the post office for mailing. That’s 
all there is to it.

The editors and other newsletter volunteers are also available to serve as 
back-up in case the distribution volunteer is unavailable any particular 
month. If you are interested in helping, please contact Lorraine Minor at 301-
229-3515 or email at flminor@patriot.net.

—Tim Weedlun
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New Community Directory Needs Your Assistance by July 22

Volunteers are hard at work putting together 
the new Cabin John Community Directory 
that will be mailed out to residents this fall. 
Over the past few months, street captains 
have been calling or going door-to-door to 
find out the names and phone numbers of 
neighbors. People move in and out of Cabin 
John all the time, however, so we’d like to 
hear from you if you have moved into the 
area within the last six months as you may 
have escaped our informal census. If this 
applies to you, please contact Julia Rogers at 
301-320-4195 or jrogers7648@verizon.net.
 
In addition to phone numbers, addresses and 
family members, the directory will include a 
brief history of the area along with a description 
of many of the annual events sponsored by the 
Cabin John Citizens Association. A special free 
“Yellow Pages” section will also be available for 
local talent who’d like to be listed offering their skills or services 
(such as home remodeling, tutoring, yoga instruction, babysitting, 
accounting, etc.) If you’d like to be included in this section, 
please contact Burr Gray at burrgray@aol.com. 

 Local businesses wishing to run a full-page (5 x 8) 
or half-page (5 x 3.5) advertisement to help defray 
the cost of printing the directory should contact 
Bruce Wilmarth at 301-229-8528 or email at 
bjwilmarth@aol.com.
 
Finally, we need a snazzy cover for the directory 
and are inviting any interested Cabin John 
residents to submit a jpeg, tiff or PDF of a 
painting, photograph or other original creation 
that they feel best represents the character 
of Cabin John. Send artwork entries to Tim 
Weedlun at tim_weedlun@msn.com and please 
limit submissions to three works or less and 
indicate in the header that the attached is for 
consideration as cover art to the directory. In 
the body of the E-mail, please include your 
contact information. A directory committee 
will review the artwork and select one piece 

to serve as the cover and the credited artist will receive 
community-wide exposure for the next few years.
 
The deadline for all of the above is July 22. If you would like to 
help out with the directory in any other way, please contact Julia 
Rogers at 301-320-4195 or jrogers7648@verizon.net.

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
 

Summer 2009 at 

REDEEMER 
 
■ Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

The Holy Eucharist                                                    8:00 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                          10:15 a.m. 
The Holy Eucharist                                                           10:30 a.m. 
Summer Sunday School                                          10:30 a.m. 
 

“O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness…” 
- Psalm 96:9 

THE EPISCOPAL  

CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive • Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
301.229.3770 • www.redeemerbethesda.org 

 

The Rev. Susan C. Burns, Rector 
The Rev. Robin K. Gulick, Assistant to the Rector 
The Rev. Dr. David J. Schlafer, Priest Associate 

Thomas P. Smith, Director of Music 
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

Do You Know of Any Local Marvels?
The Village News is collecting items for “little known marvels of Cabin 
John,” to be printed in a future issue. We’re thinking of such things as 
the marble steps above the CJ creek, or the commemorative stone on the 
Union Arch Bridge that can be seen only from the valley below. There’s 
the brick house by the tennis courts—the last remnant of the Bobinger 
Hotel.

What other artifacts do you know of that would not be noticed unless they 
were pointed out and identified? Email Andy Rice at aerice@comcast.net 
or Barbara Martin at bbeckmartin@verizon.net.

CJCA Notes—The Cabin John Citizens 
Association met on May 25, 2009, its last regular 
meeting until September. Topics covered were:

1) Election of Officers: The proposed slate of 
candidates was elected unanimously to a one year 
term: Burr Gray - Pres.; Gabrielle Herderschee-
Hunter - VP; Clare Amoruso – Treas.; and Meredith 
Griggs – Sec. (Julia Rogers, who served for two 
years as Secretary, will still keep busy with her task 
of generating the new Cabin John directory this 
summer. Thanks, Julia, and thanks for your tenure 
as CJCA Secretary.)

2) Village News Delivery: After 30 years of effort, 
Reed & Barbara Martin will retire from the monthly 
job of putting labels on Village News editions (800 
copies) and organizing them for postal delivery 
copies. Burr thanked Reed and Barbara for their 
service to the community. We are looking for 
someone to take their place (see notice on pg 2).

3) New Construction: A presentation was made by 
Bill Jobst about a possible building by J. Waksmunski 
on an irregular lot of 0.8 acres (3466 sq ft) located 
at the intersection of 83rd St and 83rd Place. The 
lot owner, Mr. Waksmunski, was informed of this 
presentation/discussion but did not attend. The 
neighbors are concerned about many possible issues: 
setbacks; height of proposed house; construction 
practices (noise, truck traffic) and requirements for 
corner lot building; possible basement flooding and 
drainage issues; location of proposed house vis-a-vis 
existing mailboxes; previous lack of good faith of 
builder toward neighborhood; and general weight 
on existing infrastructure (more brownouts, lack of 
parking, inaccessibility for fire trucks). While it is 
unclear whether the owner plans any construction in 

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Sept. 22, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

the immediate future, CJCA unanimously adopted 
the following motion: “CJCA takes the position that 
the lot in question appears too small to build on and 
opposes any waivers or variances regarding setbacks.”

4) Upcoming Events: An announcement was 
made of a number of upcoming events that have 
since passed – a) kick-off of the Green Neighbors 
initiative to promote reusable bags and diminish use 
of plastic in general, May 31; b) paper shredding 
event on June 13th at the Community Center; c) 
Cabin John annual canoe trip in July (see story on 
pg 1); d) presentation by Level Fitness on May 26th 
at Little Falls Library regarding Level’s proposed 
building expansion plans; and e) Park & Planning 
June 4th hearing on Hemingway Homes plan for 
building across from shopping center. 

5) Level Fitness Expansion Plans: Level Fitness 
hopes to extend their building front (which faces 
MacArthur Blvd) beyond the current footprint 
by another 5-10 feet. Discussion focused on 
many concerns: past zoning history limiting the 
building to the existing footprint and adherence 
to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase master plan; the 
initial “temporary” nature of the barn behind Level 
Fitness; lack of sufficient parking now and more so 
if building is expanded; creeping development and 
increased traffic; Level customers using the street 
as their training grounds; historic nature of the 
building (corner entrance Sears kit house, although 
enlarged later). The consensus was that these 
concerns should be relayed to Level at the public 
meeting on May 26th. 

6) Hemingway Homes Hearing: The attendees 
supported having CJCA submit comments to the 
County on Hemingway’s latest building proposal, 
now for four new houses rather than the originally 
planned five. Dave Murphy asked that three 
paragraphs be included, relating to the developer’s 
safeguarding existing trees and protecting property 
owners’ basements from groundwater. See item 
immediately below.

Construction on Lot Across from Shopping 
Center—On June 4th, the County Park and 
Planning Board approved Hemingway Homes’ 
proposed plan to construct four homes at the 
former Shaw property lot on the southwest corner 
of 79th St and MacArthur Blvd. The final plan 
was a considerable improvement (and acceptable 
to CJCA) over Hemingway’s original proposal to 
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build five houses, which was opposed by CJCA. 
CJCA had submitted comments to the builder and 
to the County whenever the opportunity arose. 
Dave Murphy, along with all other CJ residents who 
sat through the various discussions on the topic, 
deserves real credit for tracking this. Additionally, 
Reed Martin, Gary Barnhard, and Linda Smith all 
provided comments at this most recent hearing. 
And finally, Hemingway Homes deserves credit for 
engaging and communicating with our community. 
Hopefully that bridge of communications will 
continue when the actual construction (which we 
understand will be one house at a time) begins.

Clara Barton Community Center Roof —The 
work to repair the roof over the Community Center 
and the Clara Barton Center for Children has 
begun, which is why you may have seen all of the 
construction materials/equipment on the blacktop 
area behind the Community Center. The process is 
expected to take 4-6 months, in part because work on 
the Children’s Center will only be done on weekends 
when the kids are not present. (Could make for 
another interesting Crab Feast; maybe we’ll offer 
free rides on the construction equipment.) 

MacArthur Blvd Flags—Many thanks go to CJ 
resident David Murphy for organizing the flags 
along MacArthur Blvd for this past Memorial 
Day. Dave, and undoubtedly some member of his 
family, got the flags up and down using a technique 
developed by Dave that saves considerably on 
the time required. Gone are the days of having to 
climb up a ladder each time to place a flag up or 
take one down.

No Cutbacks on Ride-on Routes 32 and 
29—The County has decided to not modify 
the Ride-on Routes 32 or 29. Originally 
the County was looking at cuts as part of 
balancing the budget. CJCA, along with 
others, submitted comments to the County 
advocating against the changes.

Palisades Pool Open—Over the summer, 
Cabin John residents are admitted 
free of charge to the Palisades Pool on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11 am to 
1 pm. Children aged 7 and under must 
be accompanied by a supervising adult. 
Children aged 8-14 who will be left by 
themselves at the pool will be asked to 
satisfy the swim test – swimming one 
length of the pool and treading water for 
one minute. Please sign in at the pool 
– some proof of residency (such as being 

listed in the Cabin John Community Directory, 
an ID with address, or mail received at a Cabin 
John address) may be required for admission. The 
Palisades Pool (229-9879) is located off Seven 
Locks Road between Carver Road and Cyprus 
Grove Lane. The Cabin John Free Swim 
was part of an agreement between the 
Cabin John community and the founders 
of the Palisades Pool to gain neighborhood 
approval of the zoning variance that 
permitted the pool to be constructed.

July 4th Cabin John Parade—meet at the 
Clara Barton Community Center at 11 am 
on July 4th for the walk along the bike path 
to the grassy area at the shopping center. As 
always, everyone welcome, including dogs. 
Small flags and pinwheels will be provided 
by CJCA for the parade participants. All 
very casual. Bring flags and other patriotic 
or period garb if desired. Refreshments 
and reading of passages from important 
historical documents occur upon reaching 
the shopping center. We should be finished 
around noon. Please let Burr Gray know 
if you can help with the event (getting 
the refreshments, setting things up at the 
shopping center, etc.)
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BYOB
cont. from page 1

and the subsequent devastating impact it is 
having on marine life, the oceans, and our own 

food chain. This 
was accomplished 
through showing 
both our compelling 
slideshow, “Plastics 
Are Forever,” as well 
as a children’s video 
which tells the story 
of the continent-sized 
plastic garbage patch 
continuing to grow 
in the Pacific Ocean. 
Outside, Tom Rojas’ 
grand old vintage 
farm truck was filled 
with the more than 
350 pounds of plastic 
trash collected by 
Green Neighbors 
volunteers in just 
three recent cleanups 
of the Minnehaha 
Creek running 
along Goldsboro 
Road. This display 
was accompanied 
by charts Green 
Neighbors made 

mapping the waterflow of local watersheds into 
the Bay and ocean and poster-size photographs of 

imperiled sea life. What Green Neighbors 
wanted to demonstrate and impress upon 
visitors was just how close to home this 
problem begins.
 
Thus, Green Neighbors hopes our 
event was just that, a kick-off event—a 
beginning. Plastics are non-biodegradable 
and are accumulating in our environment 
at ever increasing rates. Our hope is that 
more and more people will stop taking 
plastic bags when a bag is not really 
needed at all, will shop with reusable bags 
as much as possible, and if plastic bags 
are used, that they are properly discarded 
or recycled. Truly, this should be the case 
for all plastics, including plastic bottles, 
bottletops, and containers, as plastics 
persist in the environment for thousands 
of years. It is each of our responsibility 
to recognize the problem that plastic has 
presented to our generation—disposable, 
cheap, and non-biodegradable has proven 
to be a disastrous combination.

To help us all out with this, the kick-
off event was the stage for the unveiling of 
Green Neighbors’ community-sponsored, stylish, 
reusable tote bag in all its glory! One thousand of 
these tote bags were made in the USA of 100% 
recycled plastic bottles and their production was 
sponsored by local businesses, churches, and 
citizens associations—26 in all. Over 150 bags 
were distributed to residents at the event for a 
$3 minimum donation. With each bag comes 
a dashboard reminder sticker to help shoppers 
remember to bring reusable bags into stores and a 
flyer thoroughly explaining what to do with all your 
plastic trash.

More than just an awareness-raising event, the 
BYOB kick-off was a time to bring the community 
together in celebration. There was live blues music 
by BG and the Mojo Hands, caricature drawing 
thanks to neighbor Dana Verkouteren, and grilled 
food served Chez Bramman Avery. In the midst 
of all the activity, there was a commotion with a 
whole lot of hand waving and shouts as a most 
unusual sight was beheld. There, across MacArthur 
Blvd, was none other than beloved Recycle Man 
making a return appearance! He had been in hiding 
since the Metal Recycling Challenge and was 
on the tail of—you guessed it—Plastic Man! As 
they arrived in our midst, it appeared that Recycle 

This graphic was one of many displayed at the BYOB event.
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Local Student Shows Our Connection to Chesapeake Bay Pollution
Cabin John 6th grader, Flanders Shtasel-Kretz, recently completed a student 
service learning project with Montgomery County by painting a number of 
stormwater sewers in the Cabin John area and elsewhere to call attention to 
the fact that everything that goes into those drains eventually ends up in the 
Chesapeake Bay. Using stencils provided by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
and permission from the Cabin John Citizens Association, Flanders reported 
that she painted 107 drains.

In recognition of her efforts, CJCA President Burr Gray presented Flanders 
with a certificate of appreciation in helping to educate residents and visitors on 
the impact that local activities can have on more distant environments.
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Man (aka Ritch Kepler) was challenging Plastic 
Man to a duel, as menacing Plastic Man threatens 
to dominate the planet for thousands of years to 
come. It took some doing, as Plastic Man was very 
persistent, but thanks to the steely determination 
of Recycle Man and all the heckling from Green 
Neighbors in attendance, Plastic Man suffered a 
stunning defeat as he retreated back to his hiding 
place in the trash heap at the center of the event.

There were also a number of displays at the 
kick-off by businesses, the County, and students 
highlighting their services and projects. American 
Plant, the Bethesda Coop, and Borders and 
Butterflies had tables and displays about their 
businesses. The County Division of Solid Waste 
had displays and a representative explaining their 
recycling program in detail. Carderock Springs 
resident Barbara Holtz teamed with Cabin John 
resident Meredith Griggs and offered fun and 
educational children’s activities about plastic 
recycling and the problem with plastics. Pyle 
student and eco-ambassador Truce Jack displayed 
and explained her school project, the Cabin John 
Community Native Plant Project. Truce has 
partnered with American Plant to offer a 20% 

Alicia's
Stretch & Tone Yoga

Mondays and Wednesdays  
from 9 to 10:00 am

with optional half hour  
for additional stretching 

Carderock Swim and Tennis Club

 

Join any time!
First five-week session free

Certified Instructor 
Yoga Alliance Registered Teacher

Call 301-770-7994 or 301-412-5432
alexercise@comcast.net

discount—good until June 30th— off certain 
native plants or trees. To get your coupon, contact 
Truce at 301-320-7275. 
 
Big thanks go to the generous volunteers who 
showed up to help: Dominique and Xavier Maggio, 
Tom and Liam Black, Nate and Cassie Rabner, 
Truce Jack, Caroline Dick Mayes, Joel Todd, Diane 
Karlik, Gabby and Marie Rojas, Racheale Coffelt, 

CJCA President Burr Gray with Flanders Shtasel-Kretz.

(continued on page 8)
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James Paci, Max Kepler, and last but not least Robert White as Plastic Man! 
You made the event a success!

Be part of the emerging awareness of the alarming and escalating problem that 
plastics present in our environment. If you missed the kick-off event, please 
go to the Green Neighbors website www.GreenNeighbors.org for links to our 
slideshow “Plastics Are Forever” and other excellent videos and articles. 

Get your one-of-a-kind reusable tote bag now with a minimum donation 
of $3 and “just say NO” to plastic bags! 
The tote bag was created and sponsored by your neighbors and local businesses 
and we hope you will support this effort. Call or email Green Neighbors at 
301-351-2059 or GN.cabinjohn@gmail.com to get your bag now! If you have 
enough reusable bags already, please find a neighbor, family member, or friend 
that could use one. 

Hey kids – get a kick-start on next year’s SSL hours this summer and 
have fun too!
Green Neighbors needs just a few hours of your time this summer. Please show 
your support for an important cause, get SSL hours, educate residents, and 
distribute the reusable tote bag by setting up a table or lemonade stand with 
a few friends one afternoon during the summer at the pool, the supermarket, 
the post office, a local festival or event, or another location of your choice. We 
will give you all you need to make your table a success! One adult must be in 
attendance as well. Thanks to the CJCA for signing off on the SSL hours. A 
schedule is being put together so please get in on this opportunity now. Call or 
email Green Neighbors at 301-351-2059 or GN.cabinjohn@gmail.com. 

NEED AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE FAST?
LOCAL RESIDENT SEEKS LOCAL WORK

DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS, NO EXTRA CHARGES
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALL NECESSARY LICENSES AND INSURANCE
PLENTY OF REFERENCES

CALL ANYTIME 301-365-2155
SAM OSLER

7105 GARMON ROAD, BETHESDA, MD

WSSC #20215 MARYLAND HVAC #16047

BYOB
cont. from page 7
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Ritch Kepler as Recycle Man.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John May-June 2009
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl
1 Ericsson Rd $453,000 2 1 0 1 1
6501 Persimmon Tree Rd $799,000 4 2 0 3 2
6504 80th St $859,900 5 4 0 3 1
6505 Little Leigh Ct $885,000 4 3 1 3 1
6704 Tomlinson Av $1,199,000 4 3 1 3 2
7711 MacArthur Blvd $1,595,000 8 5 1 3 1
7410 Arden Rd $1,595,000 5 6 1 4 2
6508 75th St $1,895,000 6 5 1 3 2

UNDER CONTRACT:
25 Carver Rd $389,000 3 1 0 1 0
8033 Cypress Grove Ln $799,900 4 3 1 3 1

FOR RENT:
7860 Archbold Ter $2,200 3 1 1 2 0
7801 Archbold Ter $2,400 3 2 2 3 0
7 Carver Rd $2,700 3 2 1 2 0
6502 76th St $4,000 4 4 0 2 1

WITHDRAWN
6465 Wishbone Ter $785,000 3 3 1 3 3
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by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John

Cabin John’s Street Names
In my last column I mentioned that in 1994 
there was a short-lived controversy over Cabin 
John’s street names. In a letter to the editor in the 
September Village News that year, I had declared 
that the numeric designations of our streets were 
“truly boring”  and proposed that the newsletter 
invite suggestions of a theme (e.g., native birds) 
from which individual street names could be chosen.

The next issue of the paper carried a strong response 
from Deborah Mazzi-Vaughn. “I am a life-long 
resident of Cabin John,” she wrote, “and I am 
opposed to the idea. The numbered street ‘names’ 
provide a uniqueness to Cabin John not found in 
newer sections of metropolitan Washington. Imagine 
75th Street becoming Hummingbird Place or Winter 
Jasmine Way....Also, if you are looking for a specific 
street, how easy to locate 75th, 76th, etc.”

The question was kept alive by the paper’s editor, 
Ger Quinn, who, in the following issue, invited 
readers’ suggestions, but apparently no one 
responded.  So maybe the time has come to raise 
it again.

Cabin John’s street names have in fact changed 
over time, but it is very difficult to pinpoint exactly 
when and why. Some changes are clear. The 
original name for what is our main street today 
was Conduit Road, a name that took hold when the 
construction of the Union Arch bridge to carry the 
aqueduct provided a quicker route for wagons to get 
to Georgetown than the roundabout route via River 
Road. Conduit Road was changed to MacArthur 
Boulevard during World War II by an act of 
Congress to honor General Douglas MacArthur. 

Another set of streets also received names during 
World War II -- those in newly built Cabin John 
Gardens --  which were named for famous figures in 
US naval history. Presumably the name given to the 
only street in the other housing built for war workers 
was bestowed in honor of the American black leader 
George Washington Carver.

Tomlinson Avenue was of course named for 
J.S. Tomlinson, the president of the American 
Land Company, the firm that began the modern 
development of Cabin John in 1912. The maps of 
the community as he envisaged it showed most of 
the north/south streets as numbered streets, starting 
with First Street (now 75th Street) although there 
were a few exceptions. What is now 79th Place 
was called Cedar Lane and, surprisingly, today’s 
81st Street was labeled Main Street and ran all the 
way from Conduit Road to today’s Persimmon Tree 
Road (which was then called Seven Locks Road!), 
thus embracing also the current Caraway Street.

I have not been able to determine yet when the 
numbered streets of 1912 were changed to their 
modern incarnations, but I suspect it may have been 
in the late 1920’s when the Brookmont subdivision 
was being built down river from us. Its cross 
streets had been numbered 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc. by the 
developer, but the DC postmaster (Brookmont had no 
post office of its own and received its mail through 
the Washington office)  required that they be changed 
so as to avoid confusion with similarly numbered 
streets in the District. So Brookmont, counting from 
the last numbered street in DC and imagining non-
existent intervening streets, re-numbered it streets as 
61st Street, 62nd Street, etc. I’m guessing, therefore, 
that Cabin John may have followed suit and, again 
allowing for non-existent intervening streets, began 
its renumbering at 75th Street.

As Ger Quinn pointed out in his editorial comment 
in 1994, “A change of name recently transported 
part of Rockville to Bethesda. Residents of newly 
created ‘North Bethesda’ feel that the new name 
enhances their quality of life enough to justify the 
years of bureaucratic hoop-jumping it took.” And 
unimaginative as I still feel our numbered streets 
are, I’ve come to believe that hoop-jumping for new 
street names in Cabin John really would not enhance 
our quality of life.  

CORRECTION
Judy Welles, author of “Cabin John: Legends and Life of an Uncommon 
Place,” has pointed out that, contrary to what was said in the June 
“Looking Back in Cabin John” column, the first performance of the 
Washington Post March did not take place at the Cabin John Bridge 
Hotel on September 15, 1889,  but rather on the grounds of the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington. The U.S. Marine Band under 
John Philip Sousa did, however, play it at a later date at the hotel. Thank 
you, Judy.
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 19 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280. 

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available.  Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pet happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076.

FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in home 
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an 
estimate 301-263-2783.

Local Survey Gathers Positive Responses

by Judith Bell

The survey distributed in the June issue of the 
Village News was the primary subject discussed by 
the Neighbor to Neighbor group at their June 10th 
meeting. Some thirty people had by then responded 
to the questionnaire, divided about equally between 
those over 65 and those under. It’s not too late to 
return your questionaire, or to contact any of the 
steering committee members (see below) with 
comments, or with suggestions on neighbors who 
might be able to use a little help.

Although Lynn Hopkins will tabulate the survey 
responses and write up a summary of the results, a 
few points can be mentioned: All but a few of the 
over-65 respondents intend to live in their Cabin 
John homes for as long as possible; and pet care, 
snow removal, and occasional household chores 
ranked high among the ways they could imagine 
welcoming neighborly assistance.

But the most striking impression is that anyone 
wanting a hand in Cabin John need only say so. A 
spirit of warm readiness to help, in people of all 
ages, permeated the survey responses. Neighbor to 
Neighbor will have no trouble recruiting helpful 
residents. We can focus on bringing them together 
and facilitating opportunities for them to help out.

During the summer, Neighbor to Neighbor will 
make contact with as many senior Cabin Johners 
as we can identify. People who have offered to 
help their neighbors will also be contacted, and 
a meeting of volunteers will be held in the fall to 
work out the most appropriate way to organize. 

Meanwhile, seven people present at the meeting 
agreed to serve as a steering committee. Sondra 
Baxt and Barbara Martin will continue as leaders, 
Judith Bell will continue to report through the 
Village News, and Lynn Hopkins, John Gelb, 
Reed Martin, and Judy Welles will form a core of 
the committee. Others, who missed this meeting 
but have an ongoing interest in the project, are 
welcome as well.

Neighbor to Neighbor will meet again at 7:30 
pm on August 4 at the Cabin John Gardens 
community house

& Associates 

  Pam Schaeffer   •   Barbara Abeillé   •   Amy Mermelstein 

 

 

www.abeillehomes.com 
(301) 996-6477  cell 
(301) 718-0010  office 
 

Work with  
a real estate 
team that  
not only  
knows your 
neighborhood, 
but lives  
there too! 
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ClassifiedsClassifieds THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $5 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
milerjefferson@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Aug. 12, for the 
issue mailing Aug. 22. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: 
Mike Miller and Tim 
Weedlun–editors, Barbara 
and Reed Martin–distribution 
& proofreading, Lorraine 
Minor–business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,  
Barbara Martin. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or bbeckmartin@verizon.net

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

HANDYMAN: Living right here in your 
neighborhood. 20 years experience. Electrical, 

Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, 
Roofs, Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, 
Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchen 
Renovations. Big and small jobs 
welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

Looking to RENT/SUBLEASE or 
HOUSE SIT through the end of July for 
local female. Please call 301-257-1076.

GARAGE NEEDED. Ever want to 
open your garage door and be greeted 
by a beautiful antique car?  I need to 
rent a dry space for a restored 1931 
Model A Deluxe Roadster. Reed Martin 
301-229-3482

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and payment 
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you 
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at 
301-229-3515 or e-mail at flminor@
patriot.net


