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Santa Once Again Makes It to Holiday Party
Well, we were told that it was a bit early for Santa
this year, but he showed up again just after the last
stanza of “12 Days of Christmas” was sung and
distributed gifts to the kids at the annual CJ Holiday
Party held on Dec. 7. As always, there was eating,
drinking, singing, raffle winning, and crafting going
on prior to Santa’s visit. Thanks to the following
volunteers, many of whom have helped with this
event for a number of years: decorations – Robin
Gurley and Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter; kids’
crafts - Ruth Rabner; music/caroling – Susan
Roberts played piano and Pete Couste led the
singers in holiday carols; tables & chairs – Frank
Rans and Burr Gray; food setup and management
– Julia and Tom Rogers, Marcy Harrison; popcorn
– John Rabner and Paul Amoruso (device provided
as always by Bob Epstein, who is considering
retiring the popcorn machine); food pickup - Clare
Amoruso; storytelling of Santa’s House – Liz
Clark; kids gifts – Andy Rice, Tim Shenkm and
Marcy Harrison doing the wrapping and the CJ Fire
Department doing the delivering via Santa; raffle
– Clare Amoruso and Bruce and Thomas Wilmarth;
Christmas tree pickup – Larry Heflin; and cleanup

© Ruth Rabner

by Burr Gray

Anna McGuire and Eleanor Harris enjoy the craft table.

– Linda Green, Larry Heflin, Bruce Wilmarth, Pete
Couste, Julia and Tom Rogers, Clare Amoruso and
many others. The sound system creates such an
atmosphere by itself that Jim Gilchrist deserves a
separate appreciation for all of the years that he’s
run it.
(continued on page 8)

Water Tower Work Not So Welcome To Locals
by Tim Weedlun
Cabin John residents who live near the water
tower on Tomlinson Terrace have been dealing
with disruptions from
Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission
work crews since late
October. Heavy trucks
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have been barreling
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and see WSSC workers
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the fact, some Tomlinson Terrace residents sent
angry letters to WSSC Senior Civil Engineer Tracy
Holmes. On December 18, Holmes and two other
representatives from WSSC met with several Cabin
Johners at the home of David and Kathy Siefken to
listen to their concerns and explain what was going
on with the project.
Holmes said the crews are replacing rusty pipes and
vaults and repainting the tower inside and out. It was
anticipated the renovation work would only take
about 6 months, but closer inspection of some of the
decayed infrastructure has led them to believe the
work might take longer. Additionally, water service
in the community may be disrupted for a day or two
when the new system is inaugurated.
Residents expressed concern about the trees that
were cut down to make way for the trucks, the

(continued on page 10)
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Neighborly News
Joel Rosenthal who lived on Cabin Road for 30
years is now living in West Virginia. After a long
battle with government agencies of that state, Joel,
who served as his own lawyer through several
court trials, has won the right to keep rescued
animals on his island home. Joel is a certified
animal rescue caretaker.

Drop-Ins Welcome

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall
6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816
alicedespard@gmail.com

News from Australia: Leslie and Barry Trembath,
who until a few years ago lived on Wishbone
Terrace, report that their son Dane—whom we
remember as the turtle boy of the Canal—will soon
become Doctor Dane Trembath, with a Ph.D. in
herpetology. The Darwin Museum has applied for a
grant to train Dane as a museum curator.
Margaret Fisher has published a knitting book,
Seven Things That Can Make or Break A Sweater.
Margaret lives on Tomlinson. Her website is www.
fisher-designs.com.

Beginner’s Mind

Yoga

by Barbara Martin

301.263.9644

Jane Kepler’s article on the C&O Canal, written
for a geography class paper, was the number one
choice of her school, the University of Wisconsin,
to be published on the internet. Jane is a junior at
UW. Her parents, Elaine and Ritch Kepler, live on
MacArthur Boulevard. Go to www.williamcronon.
net/place_papers/460ppr_kepler_2008.pdf to read
her article.
Please call Barbara Martin at 301-229-3482 or
email barbmartin@comcast.net with news of your
family, or your neighbors—present or past.

JAN

Community
Calendar

27.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 - 9 pm (see p. 4)

Saturdays 9:30-11:00 am
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FEB

8. ............................................Blood Drive

Clara Barton Center
10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 4)

11......................Green Neighbors Meeting

Cabin John Gardens Community House
8½ Webb Rd
7:30 pm (see p. 15)
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Community Mourns Loss of Tommy Denell

Five generations of Denells have called the Cabin
John area home. Tommy Denell is right in the
middle of that line. His grandfather, William
Thomas Denell was the first generation; his
grandson, Brian Thomas Denell, and granddaughter
Kara are the fifth generation.
William Thomas Denell, first of the five, grew up
in Upper Marlboro, but ran away when he was still
a youngster, and came to live with relatives, the
Kenny family, on River Road. He helped to build
Conduit Road and worked on the construction of
Mohican Lodge in Glen Echo. When he went to
work for the C&O Canal Company, taking care of
the boats and the locks, he lived with his family in
the lockhouse at Lock 7. Later he worked for the
Capital Heating Plant in Georgetown, and moved
into a house on Tulane in Glen Echo. Tommy
remembers his grandfather as a good man. “I helped
him in his garden; he always had a big garden.
And I used to cut grass with him at the Potomac
Methodist Cemetery.” Tommy’s grandparents and
parents are buried in that cemetery on Falls Road.
The second Denell in the line was Tommy’s father,
William Theodore Denell. He was born in 1898 in
the lockhouse, and grew up in Glen Echo where
the family house was near Daley’s store (later
Otto’s, then Trav’s, now the Glen Echo Inn.) He
went to the Glen Echo School on Wilson Lane
(where Trinity Presbyterian Church is now), and
Tommy still has one of his dad’s report cards. As a
youngster, his dad sold peanuts and popcorn at Glen
Echo Amusement Park.
He worked for a furrier in the city—the one with
the white bear in front of the store—and then
for the Washington Railway streetcar line as a
mechanic. The garage was in Georgetown, near M
Street and Wisconsin Avenue. In 1931, he joined
the police force in Bethesda and retired at age 58.
The family lived for a while at 4570 Conduit Road
(where Tommy was born) near the DC reservoir,

then came back to Glen Echo, first to a house on
Tulane, then to one on Oberlin. Tommy sometimes
went fishing with his dad. “He just loved to fish,
and he loved the Potomac River. He would sit on
the riverbank all day in the rain and enjoy it. We
had many good fish dinners. He was a good hunter,
too. Squirrel potpie was often on our table.”
Tommy,
formally
William
Thomas Denell
II, grew up in
Glen Echo and
went to the
Glen EchoCabin John
elementary
school, which
was later
named Clara
Barton School.
Guy Jewell was
the principal.
At that school
and then at
Leland Junior
High, Tommy’s
classmates
included Sid
Graham, Gerry
Shaw, Carlton
Money, the
Worsham boys,
and Mildred
Bradshaw
Brooks. A
favorite spot
for Tommy and
Tommy and Naomi Denell
his friends was
their football
field, the (then)
vacant lot in the triangle made by 76th Street,
Arden Road, and Tomlinson Avenue.

© Judy Welles

Editor’s Note: Longtime Cabin John resident
Tommy Denell died on December 23, 2008 at
the age of 86, a little more than a year after the
death of his wife of 64 years, Naomi. The Denell
family has been an important part of the Cabin
John community for more than 100 years. What
follows is a reprint of a January 1998 Village News
interview with Tommy written by Barbara Martin.

Tommy was one of six children. “My mother’s
family lived in Seat Pleasant, and she used to
take us all there on the streetcar which we caught
at Daley’s store. It was quite a trip, but we did it
often.” Tommy’s mother was born in Washington,
in the 300 block of Maryland Avenue.
(continued on page 5)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Jan. 27, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Presentation
and discussion of revised plan for development of
4 new homes at the former Shaw property across
from the shopping center. Reminder: Babysitting
is available for free at all CJCA meetings and is
provided by a reliable Cabin John teenager.
Minutes from CJCA Meeting of Nov 25, 2008—
1) Concern was expressed regarding the future
health of the white oak tree on the former Shaw
property across from the shopping center. The tree
is located in the right-of-way property owned by
the county and is located within 45 ft. of the house
slated for demolition. Motions were passed to
express in writing to the county CJCA’s concern
about preservation of the white oak and all trees
within the public right of way, and to request a tree
preservation plan be a critical part of any proposed
development of the parcel.

by Burr Gray

February Cabin John Blood Drive—The next
community blood drive will take place on Sunday,
February 8, at the Clara Barton Community
Center. Please contact CJ Resident Karen Melchar
(ardenroad@mac.com or 229-9049) if you are
willing and able to donate blood, or if you’d like
to staff the sign-in table. Time slots start at 10 am,
with the last slot at 3:45 pm. Our goal is always to
generate 50 pints. Please let Karen know if you can
volunteer any help. Call 1-800-272-2048 (Red Cross
nurses station) if you have any questions regarding
eligibility to donate. At our last drive last fall, we
crossed the “1000 pint collected” mark, a real
milestone, so we want to keep the momentum going.

2) Concern was expressed that the painting of the
large water tower had proceeded without adequate
communication with adjacent homeowners.
Apparently a large tarp will be placed over the tower
to prevent any of the lead-based paint from escaping
during the scraping and repainting. The work
also includes safety upgrades, piping, and vault
replacement. (See article on this topic on page 1.)
3) There was also discussion of some alleged
incidents regarding behavior by police that was
rougher than needed. This information was
conveyed by the individuals involved to County
Councilmember Berliner.

New Online Locator Service for Montgomery County Residents
If you have a need to quickly locate county service locations, you may
want to check out the recently launched “MyMontgomery” (http://
www2.montgomerycountymd.gov/mymontgomery/). By simply typing
in an address and zip code and selecting the desired service or services,
MyMontgomery will locate schools, police and fire stations, health and
human services programs, hospitals, regional services centers, Metro
and MARC train stations, public parking lots and garages, recreational
facilities including golf courses, libraries, parks, senior centers and
swimming pools. The website, created by the Department of Technology
Services and the Public Information Office, integrates Google Maps
technology with data from County Geographic Information Systems,
enabling residents to locate the county facilities and services that are
conveniently located close to home or work.
—Judy Welles
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Potomac River Slide Show—Once again, local
photographer/author Roy Sewall came to Cabin
John and wowed the audience with his presentation
on January 11. About 50 people turned out this time
to see Roy’s beautiful images and narration from his
new book (see photo above) on the Potomac Great
Falls area and Mather Gorge which runs below the
falls. If you are interested in purchasing the book,
go to Roy’s website: www.roysewallphotography.
com or send Roy an e-mail at roy@sewallinc.com.
The book, which will be signed by Roy if ordered
directly from him, sells for $36 (plus $2.16 tax plus
$6 shipping unless the book is picked up in person
at Roy’s house in Bethesda).
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DENELL
cont. from page 3

Tommy and his friends swam in the Canal and in
the Potomac. “It was a great place to swim, very
clean.” He remembers the Great Flood of 1936.
“It was like nothing before or since. Hurricane
Agnes and the floods we had this year—they’re
no comparison to the ‘36 flood. The water almost
covered the lockhouse. There was a woman, a
physical education teacher at GW University, who
lived out on Meyer’s Island. She got trapped by
the floodwaters and climbed up in a tree with her
dog. The Coast Guard couldn’t get to her, so Bill
Swainson who lived on an island up near
Lock 9, put his rowboat in the river and made it
out to where she was and rescued her. He brought
his boat in near Sycamore store. Later they got
married.”
“A lot of people had summer houses along the
Canal. The land really belonged to the Park Service
but they left the people alone. But when the ‘36
flood swept all those houses away, the Park Service
wouldn’t let anyone rebuild.”
“Even as a young kid, I liked caddying at the
Bannockburn Golf Course. I did it on weekends
and during the summer, and whenever I could cut
school. There was a truant officer, Mrs. Wilkenson,
who used to come looking for me on the golf
course. I liked being outdoors a lot better than being
in school. When I was almost 16, I left school for
good.” Tommy worked as an electrician’s helper,
and then on a bread delivery truck for Holzberlein’s
Bakery. The truck was driven by Wilbur Carper,
who later had a grocery store where the Wild Bird
Center is now. And then I worked for Bell Laundry.
Mr. Sipes, a Cabin John man, worked there too. I
was a spotter. There was no air conditioning and no
ventilation but I didn’t know the difference.”
When he was 19, Tommy joined the Chevy Chase
fire department. “I had been a volunteer at the Glen
Echo firehouse for 2 years before that. You were

supposed to be 18 to be a volunteer, but I lied about
my age; I really wanted to be a fireman.”
His twentieth year was an important one for
Tommy. He had a lot of friends in Glen Echo, and
when one of them asked him if he would like to
double date, Tommy agreed, having noticed the
very pretty girl who stopped by the Post Office
every day to pick up her mail. Her name was Naomi
Dawson; she had come from Kansas to Washington
to work for the Government as a secretary at the
Pentagon, and was living with the Arnold family
(friends of friends back in Kansas) in Glen Echo.
In less than a year, Naomi and Tommy were
married—on February 17, 1943. “I had to lend
him the $2 for the license,” Naomi remembers.
World War II called Tommy into the Army, where
he served with an artillery unit. When he was
discharged, he went back to the Fire Department
for a while, then in 1947 joined the Montgomery
County police force. “My salary was $2,100. I was
at the Bethesda station. Each station only had four
or five officers in those days. There wasn’t that
much crime to take care of.”
Tommy was in the inactive reserve, and although he
was married with a child, he was called back into
service during the Korean War. “The telegram was
sent to my father’s address. It came late at night
and told me to report to Ft. Belvoir at 8 a.m. the
next day. My father called Naomi and told her to
wake me up right away.” Tommy was expecting to
go to Korea, but instead was assigned to Ft. Lee in
Hopewell, Virginia, and served there one year as an
M.P. before being discharged.
For seven years, the Denells lived on Froude Circle
in the Gardens, but now they had four children
and needed more room. In 1956, they found the
house they wanted on Arden Road. “We liked the
(continued on page 6)
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neighborhood and the yard was big. But the house wasn’t; we added a back
section to get enough room.” They bought the house for $13,500 and spent
another $5,000 for the addition. The lot is 316’ deep and slopes back to a
small creek. “It’s only a creek when there’s a hard rain.” The long hill in
their backyard is ideal for sledding, and every winter, kids—their own and
neighborhood kids and now grandchildren—enjoy their private slope.
After his second discharge, Tommy returned to the Bethesda station and over
the years received regular promotions. In 1965, he went to the Silver Spring
station as Captain. After six years there, he returned to Bethesda as station
Captain, and then served as a Field Commander, working out of the County
Office Building in Rockville. He retired in 1974. “The whole time Tommy
was on the force,” Naomi says, “he never talked to me about his work. He
left his job at the station. What I found out, I got from listening to the other
officers talking together. He was the policeman at work, but the husband and
father at home.” Reflecting on his career in the police force, Tommy says,
“They were pretty good years. People had a lot of respect for policemen in
those days.”
Naomi and Tommy have three daughters and a son. Patti lives in
Burtonsville; Betsy is in Chester, Virginia; Janet lives in Richlands, North
Carolina; and Billy—the fourth generation male—lives in Cabin John. Each
of Naomi and Tommy’s offspring have two children, bringing the total to
eight grandchildren.
Since Tommy’s retirement, he and Naomi have lived a more relaxed life. In
1988, they bought a motor home and they take two or three trips a year in
it. “We go every year to Kansas, and we’ve been to Florida. Of course, we
visit our daughters and their families.” They go on day trips—to Winchester,
Hagerstown, wherever their fancy takes them.
Naomi is a member of North Chevy Chase Christian Church, and Tommy
enjoys the activities of the County Police Association. They have been
married 54 years. For their 50th anniversary, their family gave them a
surprise party at the Glen Echo Town Hall. “About 50 yards from where
we met.”
Among its many outstanding features, our town can claim more than 100
years of Denells.

Cabin John Wins Neighborhood of the Month Award
Each month, Bethesda Green highlights a neighborhood that is
carrying out “best practices” with regard to the environment. This past
December, Bethesda Green chose Cabin John as the “Neighborhood
of the Month.” This was largely due to our efforts in the spring 2008
Metal Recycling Challenge. An article about our neighborhood was
posted on their website. It can be accessed at bethesda.citysoft.biz/index.
cfm?fuseaction=page.viewpage&pageid=501.
Bethesda Green is a non-profit coalition of businesses, residents,
and government representatives seeking to reduce Bethesda’s
environmental footprint.

6

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com
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© Maxwell Citizen Kepler

© Peter Vogt

Local Water Main Break Rescue Makes International News

On December 24, morning commuters on River
Road were surprised when a 66-inch water main
burst and turned the road they were traveling on
into...well, a river. Though the rupture technically
took place outside our community’s borders, live
television coverage on CNN of the dramatic rescue
of the stranded motorists listed Cabin John as the
site of the disaster. Local photographers were on
the scene, though. Maxwell Citizen Kepler captured
the helicopter rescue operations (at left and below)
while Peter Vogt’s photo above shows us where an
untamed water flow of 150,000 per minute had to
go—our own Cabin John Creek.
—Tim Weedlun

Alicia's
Stretch & Tone Yoga
Mondays and Wednesdays
from 9 to 10:00 am
with optional half hour
for additional stretching
Carderock Swim and Tennis Club
Join any time!
First five-week session free

© Maxwell Citizen Kepler

Certified Instructor
Yoga Alliance Registered Teacher
Call 301-770-7994 or 301-412-5432
alexercise@comcast.net
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Volume Discounts to Help Cabin John Become Solar John
by Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter
Cabin John Citizens Association Vice President
Editor’s note: The following article is not meant to
be a product endorsement by the Village News or
the Cabin John Citizens Association.
Cabin John naturally attracts urban nature lovers
to our ’hood since we have the Potomac River and
C&O National Park in our back yard while being
only a few miles from both the Washington DC
border and Bethesda. Now our eclectic, waterloving, and worldly community has a chance to
lead the Washington metro area in community
greening of our water consumption and to reduce
our collective carbon footprints.
Solar Energy Services, a leading
Maryland specialist in solar hot water
systems has agreed to offer volume
discounts for Cabin John residents who
commit to their company installing
a solar hot water system or solar
water system enhanced by solar space
heating during the first quarter of 2009
(offer ends March 31). For details refer
to deal and terms further along).

Why Solar Hot Water Systems Make Sense
Apart from helping us to reduce the extent to which
we pollute our delicate environment, residential
solar hot water systems are a no-brainer both in
terms of ease of use and cost-effectiveness. A solar
water system will provide at least 70% of all your
hot water needs and pay for itself in 5-7 years. In
addition, state grants, federal subsidies and county
property tax deductions mean that you may pay as

SOLAR WATER HEATER:
FREE energy from the Sun
Annual operating cost: $50
Storage Capacity: 80-120 gal
Life expectancy: 15-30 years
Lifetime operating cost: $1,000
Does NOT pollute environment
Increases equity in your home
25% return on your investment
Protection from future increases

In addition, Capital Sun another leading solar
energy installer (solar water and photovoltaic
electric systems) owned by local resident Carlo
LaPorta will also offer Cabin John residents volume
PARTY
cont. from page 1

This effort continues to be very well supported by the local community
merchants, both with food and raffle items. In the food department, the
partygoers benefited from food provided by the Bethesda Co-op (lots of cheeses
& crackers), Glen Echo Sub Shop, and Kan Pai Sushi. The raffle contained
items provided by the following: Market on the Blvd $50 gift certificate won
by Linda Green; Bethesda Co-op 1-year membership valued at $50 (won by
Anna McGuire); Hughes Landscaping - Christmas tree (won by Greg
Gurley); nice basket with goodies from Eleanor Balaban (won by
Liz Clark); Alpine Animal Hospital – free pet checkup courtesy of
Drs. Ramirez and Sartain (won by Alexandra Vacroux); Glen Echo
Hardware – $50 gift certificate courtesy of Mike Christopher and Carl
Essl (won by Isabelle Russell); Firehouse Cleaners - $50 certificate
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Ahn (won by Helen & Clive Harries); Kan Pai
Sushi – $50 gift certificate courtesy of Katz Toyota (won by Maggie
Duffy); and a year long membership to the weight room donated by the
Clara Barton Community Center (won by Julia Rogers). A Wild Bird
Center gift basket, a $50 gift certificate from Glen Echo Subs, and a $25
gift certificate from Glen Echo Pharmacy were also awarded. Funds
raised from the raffle help offset the cost of the event.

8

discounts on both solar hot water and PV systems.
However, the precise terms of this offer were not
available as the Village News went to press.

STANDARD WATER HEATER:
COSTLY gas or electric
Annual operating cost: $500+
Storage Capacity: 40-50 gal
Life expectancy: 8-12 years
Lifetime operating cost: $10,000
Depletes fossil fuels
No added value to your home
No return on utility payments
At mercy of utilities/government

little as half the cost of installing a solar hot water
system and space heating (see residential subsidies
available at end). Solar hot water systems can
tolerate more shade than photovoltaic solar electric
systems. Plus many solar energy experts advise
that it is wise to start with installing solar hot water
systems that can reduce your electricity needs by
a third or more, and revisit what your monthly
electricity needs are after that.

How Does Solar Hot Water Work?
Solar water heating systems consist of two main
parts: a solar collector and a storage tank. The
collectors can be mounted on a roof or on a standalone structure, depending on the site. The sun heats

The Village News

the absorber plate in the collector which heats the
fluid running through the tubes within the collector.
The water then moves down into the storage tank
inside the home or business. Types of collectors
and tanks vary according to needs and preferences.
Generally, the best way for back up water heating is
by using a heating element in a well-insulated solar
tank that feeds the preexisting water heater, which
boosts the temperature if needed.

Annual Global Non-Renewable Energy Resources
Energy Source

Terawatt Hours

Coal

6,000,000

Natural Gas

1,500,000

Uranium 235

1,500,000

Oil

1,000,000

Tar Sands
Total

800,000
10,800,000

Source: “Suncell” by Christopher C. Swan, Updated
by Steve Heckeroth

Solar Water Heating Around The World
In the 1970s, Israel was the first country to
require all new homes be installed with solar hot
water systems. Since then, North America has
showed renewed interest in solar heating because
innovations have improved performance, life
expectancy, and ease of use (efficient evacuated
tubes allow the heaters to function even under gray
skies and at temperatures well below freezing).
Installing solar water heating has become the norm
in sunny countries like Cyprus, Israel and Greece as
well as in Japan, Germany and Austria where there
Diagram Reference: U.S. Dept. of Energy website

Requirements: Ideally, collectors are placed with
due south exposure to the sun. However, they do
not need to be true south and can be as much as
45º off with little loss in performance. The panels
typically have to be at a tilt of 35º to 55º, depending
on different issues but mostly for performance.
Hot water panels/solar tanks need to be as close
as possible to the existing hot water system. Solar
water collectors can tolerate some shade.

Long Term Prospects
The amount of solar energy available each year
dwarfs supplies of any other source of power,
including the total reserves of all the fossil fuels
on Earth.
Annual Global Renewable Energy Resources
Energy Source
Direct Solar Radiation

(continued on page 10)

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé ▪ Pam Schaeffer

▪

Amy Mermelstein

Work with a team that not only
knows your neighborhood,
but lives there too!

Terawatt Hours
350,000,000

Wind

200,000

Ocean/Thermal

100,000

Biofuels

50,000

Geothermal

10,000

Tidal/Wave

5,000

Source: “Suncell” by Christopher C. Swan, Updated
by Steve Heckeroth

Serving Cabin John and
the entire DC metro area!
Call us today for all your
Real Estate needs.
301 . 966 . 6477
www.abeillehomes.com
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cont. from page 1

SOLAR
cont. from page 9

toxicity of the paint being used, and the possible safety hazards of the cell
phone towers that share space on the property. (There are six communication
towers including one that is operated by the U.S. Secret Service.)

is much less sun. Solar hot water systems have
become popular in China where at least 30 million
households now have one. Sadly, my home country
Australia, which is two thirds desert (i.e. bonza
solar conditions) has been slower than a sunburnt
wombat climbing the Sydney Harbor Bridge to
promote solar energy, and solar water heaters
currently represent only about 4% or 5% of the
Ozzie domestic water heater market. When I was
last in Australia, I asked why so few people have
solar systems, and was repeatedly told that it was
cost prohibitive.

Holmes assured the group that soil testing would be conducted to make sure
levels were in compliance and that the paint was chromium-based, not lead.
She showed the group some designs of similar WSSC renovation projects and
discussed the possibility of having Cabin John’s name written on the tower.
After the crews leave, it is anticipated that reconstructive plantings will make
up for the trees that have been cut down.
Holmes gave the group the name of the person at WSSC who handles the
cell phone tower leasing. Kathy Siefkin said that they hoped the community
could set a limit on the number of towers that would be constructed there
in the future and is looking into having the WSSC cell phone representative
come speak to the Cabin John Citizen’s Association in the near future. Kathy
volunteered to be the community liaison between Cabin John and WSSC. If
you have any concerns regarding the project, you can reach her at 301-2295297. Tracy Holmes’ number at WSSC is 301-206-8674.
Kathy said everyone felt a little bit better after the WSSC people met with
them. She said everyone will feel a lot better when the crews are done with
their work and Tomlinson Terrace becomes a quiet cul-de-sac again.

Here’s the Deal for CJ Residents
Solar Energy Services will offer Cabin John
residents tiered discounts off of list prices
1. 5 systems: 4% discount to all participating
customers
2. 10 systems: 7% discount to all participating
customers
3. 20 systems: 10% discount to all participating
customers
Not all installations are equal (some are trickier
and require more time and work). However, for
ball park figures, pricing for standard installation
conditions are:
Domestic Hot Water System (1-3 people) $7500
Domestic Hot Water System (3-5 people) $8500
Domestic Hot Water System (5-7 people) $9500
For less than ideal roof locations, raised mounts
may be required, which cost $75 per collector.

Criteria and Terms
Volume discount offer for CJ residents ends on
March 31, 2009.
System Warrantees:
Solar Collectors: 10 years
Tank: 5 years
Installation: 5 years
Residential Subsidies Available (consult your tax
advisor):
• Federal tax credit 30% of system up to $2000
(credit applied after other subsidies)
• Maryland Grant 30% of the system up to $3000
(wait list and available funding may apply)
• Montgomery County property tax credit: Solar
property tax credit is equal to 50% of the cost
of the system, up to $5,000 for heating, cooling
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systems, and electricity generating systems and
$1,500 for water heating systems. Residents
may claim only one geothermal or solar energy
tax credit per year.
• Sales tax exempt
• Real Property Tax exemption for solar system
investment
(source www.dsireusa.org)

Note: Business owners should know that
commercial solar hot water subsidies are even
more attractive.
For MC tax credit details, check out these links:
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/deptmpl.asp?url=/
content/dep/Energy/incentives.asp or
www.dsireusa.org/library/includes/incentive2.
cfm?Incentive_Code=MD29F&state=MD&Current
PageID=1&RE=1&EE=1
For Maryland incentives, go to www.dsireusa.org
and click on Maryland on the map.
To find out more about this offer, contact Rick
Peters, Solar Energy Services, Inc. Partner
email: rick@solarsaves.net, web: www.solarsaves.
net, or phone: 443.386.7803.

Conclusion
This is a great opportunity for large numbers of
our nature loving community to install solar hot
water systems. (I personally found that it was
rather difficult and time-consuming to find solar
companies that had time for small residential jobs).
Cabin John’s new Green Neighbors initiative ably
led by Jennifer Jordan, Michaela Palumbo, and Tom
Rojas has demonstrated that there is great passion
in our community for collectively reducing our
negative impact on our natural environment. Let’s
take it to the next level!
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if leafy Cabin John
managed to lead the Washington DC metro
community in going solar—and give our friends
in progressive Takoma Park some friendly (and
literally healthy) competition?
References:

1. www.solarsaves.net/Solar%20Energy%20
Services.html
2. www.capitalsungroup.com/index.htm
3. http://apps1.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/
water_heating/index.cfm/mytopic=12850
4. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_hot_water
5. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_hot_water_in_
Australia
6. www.solardirect.com/swh/swh.htm
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REDEEMER
■ Sunday Morning Schedule
Holy Eucharist
Adult Education
Choral Eucharist
Church School & Nursery Care

8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

■ Special Musical Events
Inscape Chamber Orchestra in Concert
Sunday, February 15, 5:00 p.m. Free. Reception to follow.
Choral Evensong & Organ Recital: Thomas Smith
Sunday, March 1, 5:00 p.m. Free. Reception to follow.

C HURCH

T HE E PISCOPAL

OF THE

R EDEEMER

6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, Maryland 20816
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net

www.redeemerbethesda.org
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Looking Back in Cabin John

by Andrew E. Rice

Cabin John And The Presidents
Presidents have been very much in the news in
recent days so I thought it might be interesting to
recall the presidents who have had some association
with Cabin John and its immediate surroundings.

patrons of the hotel, crossing the Union Arch
Bridge (which Abraham Lincoln had inspected
during its construction in the 1860’s) to the
renowned hostelry.

Since it was the C & O Canal that largely spurred
Cabin John’s emergence as a community, it may
not be inappropriate to consider the man sometimes
called “the father of the C & O Canal”—George
Washington—as the first chief executive linked to
our town. In the 1780’s Washington was the leading
promoter of improving navigation on the Potomac
River and as president of the Patowmack Company
he oversaw the construction of a by-pass canal on
the Virginia side which carried downstream river
traffic around Great Falls until 1828.

Woodrow Wilson and his wife used to enjoy
afternoon drives on Conduit Road out to Great
Falls. And there is an amusing tale about an
earlier president on the same route. In her
indispensable book, Cabin John: Legends and
Life of an Uncommon Place, Judy Welles,
quoting from a 1905 Washington Post story,
recounts that two policemen on bicycles stopped
a speeding chauffeur-driven car. They were
about to issue the driver a ticket when a voice
spoke up from the back seat inquiring what
the problem was. “You have violated the speed
regulation, sir,” one of the officers responded.
“You were going at least twenty-five miles an
hour, and the regulation allows but fifteen.”
When they discovered that the passenger was
the president (Theodore Roosevelt), one of the
policemen fainted. No ticket was issued but
Roosevelt instructed his driver to keep at the
speed limit thereafter.

By that time it had become apparent that the river
itself was a very uncertain transportation route,
subject to both floods and low water and with a
current strong enough to make poling a
boat upstream impossible. A continuous
canal paralleling the river (with a path for
mules to tow the canal boats), rather than
short canals merely by-passing obstacles,
seemed essential, and so the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal Company was formed
and plans were drawn for a canal, this
time on the Maryland side, running from
Georgetown to Cumberland (and then over
the mountains to the Ohio River valley
although plans for this extension were
soon abandoned). It was another president,
John Quincy Adams, who initiated the
successful realization of Washington’s
vision when, on July 4, 1832, he turned
the first spadeful of earth at Little Falls and
canal construction began.
Fast forward two generations. Canal traffic
was heavy, but even heavier traffic now
was reaching Cabin John by horsedrawn
carriage, trolley car and bicycle, all heading
for the magnificent Cabin John Bridge Hotel
(on the site of today’s Cabin John Gardens),
with its famous Maryland fried chicken,
its giant orchestrion music box, and its
beautiful gardens and walkways. Around
and shortly after the turn of the century
Washington’s political celebrities—such
as William Howard Taft—were frequent
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Eleanor Roosevelt was not a president but, as
the “eyes and ears” of her husband, she traveled
extensively, and one of her local trips, in June
1944, was to the USO Club at the David Taylor
Model Basin where she enjoyed a sausage and
waffle supper and spoke about America’s post-war
responsibilities. Some years earlier, in 1935, Cabin
John was the site of the birth of Hubert Humphrey’s
political ambitions when he came as a young man
from South Dakota to visit his uncle, Dr. Harry
Humphrey (builder of the famous rammed earth
house on 76th Street). Sitting in the gallery at the
U.S. Senate, the future vice president (and wouldbe president) was inspired, as he wrote to his
fiancee, to dream of a political career that would
eventually lead him to Washington.
Our most recent presidents may not have known
Cabin John in person, but they certainly have
observed it many times from a different vantage
point. And I like to imagine that they think
as well of our town, as they view it from the
helicopter whisking them to and from Camp
David, as we do who enjoy our community firsthand on the ground.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Dec 2008-Jan 2009
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:
List Price
6417 78th St (rent)
$2,750
6465 Wishbone Ter (rent)
$3,500
1 Ericsson Rd
$475,000
6604 80th Pl
$747,000
6427 83rd Rd
$849,000
8033 Cypress Grove Ln
$869,900
7410 Arden Rd
$1,499,900
7711 MacArthur Blvd
$1,595,000
6525 76th St
$2,500,000
SOLD:
6506 79th Pl
6414 Wishbone Ter
7408 Arden Rd

BR
2
3
2
3
4
4
5
8
6

FB
2
3
1
3
2
3
6
5
4

HB
0
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1

Lvl
2
3
1
3
2
3
4
3
3

Fpl Gar
0
0
3
0
1
0
1
2
1
0
1
2
2
2
1
2
1
3

Listed:		 Sold:
$1,399,000
$1,250,000
$764,500
$740,000
$595,000
$566,000
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Green Neighbors
New “Bring Your Own Bag” Initiative
by Jennifer Jordan, with input from Tjaart
Schillhorn and Barbara Holtz of Carderock
Springs, Joel Todd, Tom Rojas, and Michaela
Palumbo
Green Neighbors is developing a new initiative
with the goal of reducing our community’s plastic
waste stream due to its negative impact on our
creeks, rivers, and oceans. We plan to accomplish
this through encouraging:
1. Residents to use reusable shopping bags
through bag distribution and reminders
(“BYOB”); and
2. Cabin John businesses to switch from
petroleum-based plastic bags, food, and
beverage ware to better alternatives.

What’s the Problem with Plastics Anyway?
Hint: Look to the deep blue seas. In December,
Green Neighbors developed a research team made
up of neighbors from Cabin John, Carderock
Springs, and Brookmont to address this question.
The more we’ve delved into this question, the more
convinced we’ve become that a big problem exists.
The problem is mainly one of persistence plus
disposability. Plastics are cheap and lightweight—
great for a disposable society. But plastics, which
are derived from petroleum, don’t biodegrade like
many other substances. At best, they break into eversmaller pieces, eventually forming “plastic confetti”
which is indigestible by any life form. As Anthony
Andrady, a polymer chemist studying marine debris,
noted, “every little piece of plastic manufactured
in the past 50 years that made it into the ocean is
still out there somewhere.” Considering plastic
production
has increased
25-fold since
1960, and that
plastic is now
12% of the
U.S. waste
stream versus
1% in 1960,
plastic waste
is growing
exponentially.
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The ocean is our great toilet bowl—the end of the
line for much of our waste. Studying the ocean
gives us a wealth of information on the health of
humanity and our planet. In 2004, two Antarctic
oceanographers completed a study of plastic
dispersal in both hemispheres of the Atlantic.
“Remote oceanic islands,” the study showed,
appear to “have similar levels of debris to those
adjacent to heavily industrialized coasts.” On
Spitsbergen Island in the Arctic, the survey found
on average a plastic item every five meters.
International beach cleanup committees and
oceanographers worldwide are reporting the same.
During just one day of the Ocean Conservancy’s
2007 International Coastal Cleanup, volunteers
collected over 6 million pounds of trash, 80% of
which was plastic (plastic bags were on the top ten
list). A Minke whale found on a beach in Normandy
in 2002 had approximately 2 pounds of bags and
packaging—all plastic—in its digestive tract.
Findings like this are relatively common. Of the
500,000 albatross chicks born each year on Midway
Atoll—1,000 miles from any city—almost half die
of starvation. Autopsies show a majority perished
because adults mistook plastic trash for food and
fed it to their chicks.

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch
How could I have not heard about it already?
That was my first reaction when I learned of the
“Great Pacific Garbage Patch” halfway between
San Francisco and Hawaii. Discovered in 1997
and located in the North Pacific Subtropical Gyre
where currents trap debris, the Garbage Patch is
at least twice the size of Texas and consists of
7 billion pounds of plastic garbage. Other large
garbage patches are being discovered in the Atlantic
Ocean and other seas as well. Twenty percent of
the ocean’s plastic debris is estimated to originate
from cruise and cargo ships, 80% from land. This
includes our backyard: a variety of plastic bags,
sheets, cans, and bottles can be found (and picked
up) during a short walk along the Cabin John Creek
and Potomac River.
An estimated 100,000 marine mammals die each
year in the Pacific gyre from eating or getting
entangled in plastic debris. Churning waters break
the plastic up into small flecks and oceanographers
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Neighborhood Services

calculate plastic flecks outnumber plankton 6:1.
Plastic is a sponge for toxic chemicals, absorbing
and releasing such compounds as PCBs and DDE.
Marine life mistake the plastic for plankton, eat it,
and there is disruption from the bottom of the food
chain on up.

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 19 yrs. experience, references. Call
Siew at 301-320-4280.

What’s Being Done?
Many U.S. cities are considering plastic bag bans.
In 2007, San Francisco banned plastic bags in large
retail and grocery stores. Boston, New York City,
Portland, Austin, Los Angeles, and other cities are
in discussion about plastic bag bans. Australia,
Italy and France are all phasing out plastic bags.
Ireland, which imposed a $0.15 plastic bag tax,
has seen the use of plastic bags decrease 90%.
Alternatives to plastic bags include reusable bags
(a first choice), biodegradable plastic bags, and
paper bags. Recycling plastic is important, but even
with national efforts to promote recycling, the U.S.
plastic recycling rate is only 4% and the market for
recycled plastic has its limits.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Mid-day walks to keep your pet happy and
healthy. 301-257-1076.
FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CARPET MAN can help with your in home
carpet needs with rooms, runners, repair, and replacement. Call Bruce for an
estimate 301-263-2783.

It Is Our Responsibility Too
The problems in the oceans begin upstream, in
rivers, creeks, and our backyards. I suspect we’d
all agree that we can no longer honestly say, “This
doesn’t have to do with me.” How we live our lives,
and the choices we make, influence the state of the
planet. Taking small, positive steps can result in the
ripple effect as others decide to take steps too. If we
carry out pilot projects such as this initiative, others
can replicate it in their own communities.
Green Neighbors is committed to carrying out
small, measurable, and replicable community
initiatives that are ongoing, fun, and support
sustainability. Please join us at our next Green
Neighbors meeting on Wednesday, February
11 at 7:30 pm at the Cabin John Gardens
Community House at 8½ Webb Rd (park in
rear). RSVP to gn.cabinjohn@gmail.com.
Stay tuned in our article in the next Village
News, when we will address what we can do
collectively as a community to address this
problem. To learn more about plastics, check
out these websites:
• LA Times, Altered Oceans (Part 4 has
excellent photos and videos): www.
latimes.com/news/local/oceans/laoceans-series,0,7842752.special
• CBS video on the Garbage Patch: video.
aol.com/video-detail/great-pacificgarbage-patch/189108322
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: Living right here in your
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.
FOR SALE: Tuxedo. Shawl collar. Italian made
by Nino Lombardi. Jacket XL, pants 38 waist.
Virtually brand new...only 3 weddings, 1
funeral, 2 lap dances. $150. C.J. 202-285-0855.

FOR SALE: 48” round solid oak dining table;
hand made in Virginia; $275.Baker’s Rack, white
with one light wood shelf/drawer, 4 other shelves,
26”W x 70”H, $40. Kenmore upright freezer, 5
cu ft, manual defrost, 22”W x 36”H, $50. All in
near mint condition. Located in Cabin John 202329-9363.
To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine
Minor at 301-229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Feb. 11, for the
issue mailing Feb. 21.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible:
Mike Miller and Tim
Weedlun–editors, Barbara
and Reed Martin–distribution
& proofreading, Lorraine
Minor–business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above
address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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