
by Burr Gray

This Saturday, June 21st, the Cabin John Citizens Association 
(CJCA) will celebrate the 400th anniversary of Captain Smith’s 
exploration of the Potomac River and throw in some Cabin John 
history as well. Judy Welles will give a slide show/presentation 
of her new book entitled Cabin John - Legends and Life of an 
Uncommon Place. The event will take place at the Clara Barton 
Community Center as follows:  6-7:30 pm—Cookout plus fun 
games for kids on the ball field, 7:30-7:45 pm—recognition of 
CJ volunteers, and 7:45-9 pm—presentation/slide shows about 
Captain John Smith, and CJ History. Please contact Burr Gray at 
703-607-2740 if you can help with the event since we could still 
use some volunteers. 
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Celebration to Honor 400th Anniversary of Capt.
John Smith’s Potomac Journeys This Saturday

A decade of canoe trips. Hard to believe. CJCA is 
making arrangements to run the annual Canoe Trip 
in July this year. We will likely run a trip similar to 
what we did last year. The trip is limited to Cabin 
John residents and friends. Fee is $10/head (max 
of $20/canoe). (There is a separate charge if you 
rent a canoe.) See herons, osprey, ducks, maybe an 
eagle, maybe deer. Have lunch on an island in the 
river. Expert guides and instruction provided. Canoe 
paddling instruction is strongly recommended for all 
and begins at the River’s edge about one hour before 
we head off downstream. Expect to get wet in some 

fashion during this trip. 
Bring your own lunch/
sodas/water/sun tan 
lotion. As always, dessert 
provided by CJCA.

 If you are planning to 
participate, it is very, 
very important that 
you notify Burr Gray 
(burrgray@aol.com, or 
703-607-2740) soon so 
that we can plan on how 
many guides to get and 
provide you in advance 
with other instruction and 

the specifics of the trip. Please indicate the number 
of canoes and people (ages of any kids) and level of 
expertise, whether you will need to reserve a canoe, 
and leave a phone number. This event is sponsored 
by CJCA with much appreciated assistance from 
Dave Smith, who has guided this trip for the past 
nine years.

10th Annual Potomac River Canoe Trip in July
Captain John Smith
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July 4th Cabin John Parade

Meet at the Clara Barton Community Center at 11 
am on July 4th for the walk along the bike path to 
the grassy area at the Shopping Center. Everyone 
welcome, including dogs & cats and other pets. All 
is very casual. Bring flags and other patriotic or 
period garb if desired. Refreshments and reading of 
passages from important historical documents occur 
upon reaching the shopping center. We will finish 
around noon. If you want to help with refreshments, 
contact Peppi Bolger (301-320-5191). 
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Editor’s Note: While Barbara Martin was on 
vacation, we received another bulletin from our 
roving Cabin John storm reporter, Bob Peterson:

MacArthur Blvd. was closed between 81 St. and 
Persimmon Tree Rd. for two days due to our 
destructive June storm. The road closure was 
caused by a downed hickory tree which fell on 
to the 34,000 volt power lines that run along side 
MacArthur Blvd.

The same tree covered chef Bernard Henry’s work 
van so you could barely see it. The French chef has 
a catering business and was put out of business for 
four days. 

MacArthur Blvd. was closed down at first by two 
Ride-On bus drivers who were concerned about 
the downed lines lying on the road. The two lady 
drivers should get the Cabin John Best Citizen 
Award because they held their ground against the 
storm-weary commuters who wanted to drive 
through the dangling cables.

Traffic east- and west-bound was detoured onto 
81st St. which normally has very little traffic. 

Trucks, cars, buses, and 
bicyclists had to be very 
careful because 81st St. 
is narrow, windy, and, in 
normal times, is tricky 
to drive.

It took a few days to 
clean up the damage 
because Montgomery 
County had suffered 
a lot of damage from 
falling trees. Pepco first 
cuts the power, then a 
contracted tree removal 
firm gets the tree out 
of the way so a Pepco 
engineer can guide the 
re-building of the power 
lines.  

Sometimes, as in this 
case, the crews you 

see aren’t Pepco crews. A Pepco engineer may be 
working with crews from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
or another state. On the highway after a damaging 

all summer ............................ Free Swim
 Palisades Pool
 11 am - 1 pm every Tues & Thur

21 ....................Archaeological Public Day
 First Agape AME Zion Church
 10 am - 3 pm (see p. 11)

21 .... Capt. John Smith 400th Anniversary
 Clara Barton Center
 6:30 - 9 pm (see p. 1)

 

4 .......................................July 4th Parade
 Clara Barton Center
 11 am (see p. 1)

July ......................10th Annual Canoe Trip
 Potomac River
 TBA (see p. 1)

Community
Calendar

storm like a Florida hurricane you can see many 
convoys of 10 or more power trucks heading 
south to help with the re-building. All the power 
companies have an agreement to help each other 
during such disasters.

After the tree was cleared from Chef Bernard’s van 
he was amazed to find only a few scratches and 
he had more good news because he now has his 
internet service back which is were he gets most of 
his business (www.chef-bernard.com).

Not bad – Cabin John has several restaurants 
nearby – an Irish pub, a Chinese restaurant, sushi, 
the CJ Market Deli with pizza and ice cream and 
now its own French Chef.

Please send news items about your family or 
neighbors, or about former Cabin John residents 
to barbmartin@comcast.net. Include your phone 
number.
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The fallen tree and power line near Chef Bernard’s van.
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by Stephanie Smart

Tom Mannle, Wishbone Terrace resident, not only 
runs a successful consulting business, he’s a West 
Point graduate, an accomplished painter, the chief 
referee for the upcoming Olympic rowing trials, 
and a devoted husband and father.

Tom was born in Greenwich, Connecticut. His 
father’s family lived there most of the 20th century. 
But in 1955, Tom’s parents moved to Pelham, 
New York, across the street from his maternal 
grandparents. The family lived there for many years 
and in the early 1990’s, sold the house to Tom’s 
younger sister. He is the eldest of seven children 
and has three brothers and three sisters. After 
graduating from Pelham Memorial High School, 
Tom fulfilled his lifelong dream and attended West 
Point, graduating in 1971. He was commissioned 
in Military Intelligence and his first assignment 
was with an armored cavalry unit stationed at Fort 
Meade in Laurel, Maryland. There, he met his wife 
Ann, who was teaching elementary school on the 
post, living with some of her college friends. Ann 
had attended Ladycliff College, which is next to 
West Point, but their paths had never crossed when 
they were in college.

Tom and Ann met at a 1971 Halloween party, and 
were married in l973, right after he graduated 
from Army Intelligence School in Arizona. After 
one year in Okinawa, they spent two years in Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina. Tom left active duty in 
1976, but remained in the Reserves. Next, it was on 
to the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University in Massachusetts, where Tom got a 
master’s degree in public administration. After his 
graduation in l977 they moved back to the D.C. 
area. “We figured that Ann could find a job teaching 
school and the best chance for me to get a job with 
the government was here in Washington,” he said. (continued on page 5)

During Tom’s studies in graduate school, the 
Mannles had served as resident student advisors, 
“house parents,” at a small college in Boston 
and did so again when they first moved back to 
Washington. They lived at the now-defunct Mt. 
Vernon College on Foxhall Road in D.C. from l977 
until l981. In l979, their son Ryan was born. “We 
still have very close friends from that period, both 
students and friends who were house parents with 
us at the time,” Tom said. He worked as a budget 
examiner at the Office of Management and Budget 
in D.C. but left in August 1980 for a more lucrative 
job in Massachusetts. Ann and Ryan stayed 
behind for almost a year, while Tom commuted 
back and forth and looked for a house to buy in 
Massachusetts. In June, l981, they all moved to 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, and daughter Kate was 
born there in l982. 

Tom already had roots in Gloucester because his 
maternal grandfather had owned a house on one 
of the beaches. Tom visited often as a child with 
his parents and siblings. Soon after Tom, Ann, 
and Ryan moved to Gloucester, Tom’s parents 
also bought a house there. “Our children had an 
opportunity to go to the beach all the time and we 
still go up there. We spend a lot of time there during 
the holidays and in the summer. It’s where the kids 
grew up.” The Mannles have many close friends in 
the Gloucester area.

In Massachusetts, Tom worked for a defense firm 
that specialized in data analysis of large systems 
for the federal government. He eventually became 
a manager and worked on studies of manpower, 
personnel, and training, mostly for the Army. In 
l992, he left the firm for a job back in the D.C. 
area with a colleague whose small firm had been 
absorbed by a large firm. At that company, The 
Lewin Group, he found that his analysis, research 

Tom Mannle—New England Transplant Thrives in Cabin John

Alicia's
Stretch & Tone Yoga

Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 to 10:00 am
with optional half hour for additional stretching 

Carderock Swim and Tennis Club
 

Join any time!
First five-week session free

Certified Instructor 
Yoga Alliance Registered Teacher

Call 301-770-7994 or 301-412-5432
alexercise@comcast.net
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Sept. 23, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Summary of Results of CJCA Meeting of May 
27, 2008—1) C & O Canal Trust presentation by 
Roy Sewall, chairman of C&O Canal Trust, and 
Mathew Logan, president of C&O Canal Trust: 
The Trust is a partnership between the National 
Park Service and the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
founded in February 2007. This all-volunteer 
(non-profit 501(c)(3)) organization with 2 staff and 
12 board members was created to protect, restore 
and promote the C&O Canal National Historic 
Park. The C&O Canal Park is a 184.5 miles long 
historical park established in 1971, and the most 
heavily visited park in Maryland. More people visit 
here than Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone, Acadia, 
and the Everglades. It is a protected zone between 
the Potomac and Maryland and is known for its 
biodiversity and significant history of immigration. 
The Trust wants to bring attention to the needs of 
the park and financing efforts. The Park has 85 
full time employees, yet requires approximately 

300. On an average of every 12 years, the 
Park sustains major floods affecting over 
80% of the Park. There is currently $120 
million backlog of capital projects including 
needed repair of the canal. Please visit 
www.canaltrust.org  for more information 
on fundraising, volunteerism, community 
outreach and education, and hands-on 
restoration. 

Successes to date:  a) Podcast development, 
b) Williamsport – National Canal Museum 
traveling exhibit (4th graders can see model 
of canal), c) Big Slackwater advocacy role 
– area of canal about 1-2  miles long – tow 
path is eroded causing a  6-7 mile detour, and 
d) Canal Pride as annual 6-week event from 
Mid-April to June 1st - from Georgetown 
to Great Falls – 1000 volunteers spend 3 
hours each to restore trails, paint benches, 
paint lines on parking lots, restore steps from 
Old Angler’s lower parking lot to the canal. 
Park Service Signature Projects: opening 
locks along the lowest 22 miles of canal; 
Georgetown to Seneca Creek – restore and 
lease historic structures; continuity of tow 
path – Big Slackwater in Maryland near 
Hagerstown – 30 injuries to cyclists and 
pedestrians; Williamsport – 7 major canal 
structures in one-mile stretch, located about 
1.25 miles near I-70. Motion passed to write 
a letter to Kevin Brandt asking the Park 
Service to fix the break in the Canal wall at 
Lockhouse 8.

2) Metals Recycling Proclamation—The 
Proclamation given to the communities of Cabin 
John and Carderock Springs by the County Council 
of Montgomery County Maryland was read aloud. 
Thanks go to Martha Donnelly, Jenifer Jordan, 
and Tom Rojas for their effort and dedication. 
Over a 7-week period, 17 tons of scrap metal was 
recycled. CJCA now has 4 informal collection sites 
for scrap metal: Bethesda Co-op, Jennifer Jordan’s 
house (7511 Arden Road), Tom Rojas’ house (7513 
MacArthur Blvd), and the Cabin John Gardens Club 
House at 8½ Webb Road. Please continue the metal 
recycling effort.

3) New Cabin John Telephone Directory Planned—
CJCA plans to have an updated Cabin John 
Community Directory ready for distribution during 
the Spring of 2009. We will need volunteers to assist 
in calling those listed in the 2004 directory (about 
650 residences) and in going door-to-door for new 
CJ residents. Please contact Julia Rogers at 301-320-
4195 or jrogers@walkerseal.com if you can assist in 
the calling or going door-to-door during the fall.

4) Election of Officers—CJCA officers elected 
for the next year are:  Burr Gray (Pres.), Gabrielle 
Herderschee Hunter (VP), Julia Hunter (Sec.), and 
Clare Amoruso (Treas.). 

MacArthur Blvd. Flags—Many thanks go to David 
Murphy for organizing the flags along MacArthur 
Blvd. for Memorial Day. Dave has developed a 
device that cuts down the time it takes to put the 
flags up and down, but someone has to drive the 
truck as Dave walks along MacArthur, so assistance 
is always useful. Old Flags – if your flag is old and 
you want to have it disposed of properly, please 
bring it to the Community Center and put it in the 
box there. CJ resident Danny Harris and our local 
VFW Post will take the old flags and incinerate 
them as per proper protocol.

Palisades Pool Open to Cabin John Residents—
Over the summer, Cabin John residents are admitted 
free of charge to the Palisades Pool on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 11 am to 1 pm. Children aged 
7 and under must be accompanied by a supervising 
adult. Children aged 8-14 who will be left by 
themselves at the pool will be asked to satisfy the 
swim test – swimming one length of the pool and 
treading water for one minute. Please sign in at 
the pool – some proof of residency (such as being 
listed in the Cabin John Community Directory, an 

(continued on page 5)
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MANNLE
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 6)

and consulting skills were transferable to a health 
care environment. He worked for The Lewin 
Group from 1992 until 2001, when he became an 
independent consultant. Currently, he is analyzing 
the treatment that mentally ill veterans receive from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

After the Mannles returned to the Washington 
area, Ryan entered 9th grade at Whitman and Kate 
went into 6th grade at Pyle. Despite their initial 
reluctance to change schools, Ryan and Kate now 
“recognize that it was a very good thing for them. 
It gave them a much wider sense of the world and 
exposed them to more and different cultures than if 
they’d stayed in Gloucester,” Tom said.

At Whitman, Ryan played football and rugby. 
He also played hockey for a club team in Reston 
which Tom managed the last few years Ryan was 
in high school. After graduating from Whitman in 
l997, Ryan went to college at Colgate, and majored 
in history. Ryan graduated in 2001 and now works 
in the financial industry as a trader in New York 
City. He was married in September 2007. Ryan 
and Allie, his wife, met in Manhattan, and then 
discovered that she is originally from Manchester-
by-the-Sea, a town that is right next to Gloucester. 
The wedding was held there, the reception was 
held in Gloucester.

Kate is the family’s world traveler. She hiked in 
the Rocky Mountains and the Alps during high 
school. She began rowing at Whitman and was an 
under-16 national champion, earning gold medals 
in two rowing events. At Bates College in Maine, 
she rowed and majored in environmental studies. 
Her junior year was spent overseas—a semester 
in Belgium and a semester in Madagascar. After 
graduation in 2004 she worked at the Snoqualmie 
Pass ski area and at an environmental consulting 
firm in Seattle. She then attended Oxford University 
in England and recently earned a masters in 
biodiversity, conservation and management 
after spending 2 months in Madagascar doing 
field research. She has just begun a new job in 
Arlington for an international conservation firm. An 
accomplished painter, she took several art courses 
in high school from acclaimed Whitman teacher 
Walt Bartman. 

Noticing that her dad liked to doodle and sketch 
on occasion, Kate urged him to pursue his talent. 
In 2003, Tom began with an introduction to 

drawing and painting course at Glen Echo and took 
lessons from both Walt Bartman, Kate’s former 
teacher, and Bartman’s son—Walt Bartman III. 
With the encouragement of “the two Walts” he 
held a successful show in February 2007 at Glen 
Echo’s Yellow Barn and sold six paintings. “It is so 
enjoyable and satisfying,” he said. He continues to 
take classes there.

When Kate was a rower at Whitman, Tom began 
helping out her team, especially with the “away” 
events. He served on the Whitman Crew Boosters’ 
Board of Directors and became its president. He 
decided to become a referee, figuring that it was 

ID with address, or mail received at a Cabin John address) may be required for 
admission. The Palisades Pool (229-9879) is located off Seven Locks Road 
between Carver Road and Cyprus Grove Lane. The Cabin John Free Swim was 
part of an agreement between the Cabin John community and the founders of 
the Palisades Pool to gain neighborhood approval of the zoning variance that 
permitted the pool to be constructed.

CJCA NEWS
cont. from page 4



6

The Village News

more fun to be out on the water in a boat than to 
stand on the sidelines. After a long process that 
required years of training, passing both written 
and oral tests, and practical examinations, Tom 
became a fully licensed referee. “We’re concerned 
about two things—safety and fairness. Safety of 

MANNLE
cont. from page 5

Olympics in Beijing.“I’m very pleased to be asked 
to serve as chief,” he said. “It’s quite an honor.”

He continued to serve as a referee, even after 
his daughter had left the sport, because,” I enjoy 
it immensely. It’s great being on the water. The 

people are wonderful. The kids at both the high 
school and college level are great.” From 2004 
to 2007 he served on the Referee Commission 
of the U.S. Rowing Association. Tom is also the 
secretary of his West Point class and is deputy 
commissioner of a golf outing his class holds 
every year.

Ann Mannle grew up on Long Island in New 
York, just 45 minutes away from Tom’s 
childhood home in Pelham. In addition to 
teaching elementary school for many years, 
she worked as editor of This Week in the 
Nation’s Capital, a D.C. tourist magazine. In 
Massachusetts, after working as a substitute 
at Kate’s preschool, she was asked to join the 
staff as a teacher. She went on to become the 
preschool’s director. When the Mannles returned 
to Washington, she taught at Clara Barton 
Center for Children here in Cabin John for seven 
years. From 2001 to 2006, she worked at The 
River School, a private school on MacArthur 
Boulevard in D.C. The school specializes in 
teaching elementary-age children with speech 

and hearing issues. Ann is currently taking a break 
from work, using the time to travel with Tom and 
just relax.

Both Tom and Ann really like the friendliness and 
intimacy of the small towns of New England and 
may move back there someday. Tom can carry on 
his consulting work from any U.S. location. For 
now, at least, he has no complaints. “We have a 
very nice life. I have a lovely wife, kids who are 
smart, accomplished, kind and courageous, work I 
love to do, and lots of fun otherwise. You can’t ask 
for much more.” 

the competitors on the water is paramount. And of 
course, you must be fair,” he said. He explained 
that the rules of rowing are logical but complex; 
the referees carry a rule book with them during the 
events so that they can check the rules.

During his ten years as a referee Tom has judged 
many high school and college events, serving at the 
highest national levels of the sport. He is not able to 
judge the international events because those events 
require a longer tenure as an official than he has had. 
This spring, Tom will be the chief referee for two 
Olympic trials events that will help select the rowers 
who will represent the United States at the 2008 
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The Mannle family in September 2007. From left: daughter Kate; daughter-in-law 
Allison Taylor Mannle, son Ryan; wife Ann, and Tom.
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MHIC 39468    Insured 

NEED AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE FAST?
LOCAL RESIDENT SEEKS LOCAL WORK

DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS, NO EXTRA CHARGES
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALL NECESSARY LICENSES AND INSURANCE
PLENTY OF REFERENCES

CALL ANYTIME 301-365-2155
SAM OSLER

7105 GARMON ROAD, BETHESDA, MD

WSSC #20215 MARYLAND HVAC #16047  

Summer 2008 at 

REDEEMER 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

The Holy Eucharist                                              8:00 am 
Nursery Care                                                             10:15 am 
The Holy Eucharist                                                                                                     10:30 am 
Summer Church School                                                                   10:30 am 

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Dr. ▪Bethesda, MD 20816 
301.229.3770 ▪www.redeemerbethesda.org 

 

The Rev. Susan C. Burns, Rector 
The Rev. Robin K. Gulick, Asst. to the Rector 
The Rev. Dr. David Schlafer, Priest Associate 

Thomas P. Smith, Director of Music 

“Worship the LORD 
in the beauty of holiness…” 

- – Psalm 96:9 
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John May/June 2008
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
7408 Arden Rd $699,999 3 1 1 2 0 0
6501 76th Pl $725,000 4 2 0 2 0 0 
6604 80th Pl $774,000 3 3 1 3 1 2
6414 Wishbone Ter $799,500 4 3 1 3 1 2
10 Carver Rd $1,049,499 6 4 1 4 1 2
6416 83rd St $1,149,000 5 4 1 4 1 0
6619 81st St $1,150,000 6 3 1 3 1 2
6408 83rd St $1,197,500 4 4 1 3 2 2
6409 Little Leigh Ct $1,199,000 5 4 1 3 2 2
6703 Tomlinson Ter $1,199,000 6 4 0 3 1 2
6635 81st St $1,250,000 4 3 1 4 1 0
7918 Long Ridge Ct $1,299,000 4 3 1 3 3 2
7806 Tomlinson Av $1,379,000 6 5 1 4 1 2
6506 79th Pl $1,499,000 6 5 1 3 2 2
7410 Arden Rd $1,699,500 5 6 1 4 2 2
6600 80th Pl $1,995,000 6 5 2 3 1  2

SOLD:
6530 75th St $839,000 4 3 1 3 2 0
6410 83rd Pl $959,000 4 3 1 2 1 1



9

The Village News

Letter to the editor

Bob Peterson’s letter in the June Village News in praise of Montgomery 
County’s department of public works made us realize how remiss we’d been in 
failing to write a similar note.
 
More than a year ago, we contacted the county with a lengthy description of 
a problem on 77th Street—an antiquated culvert-fed stormwater drain and 
underground line that had clogged with sediment from recent construction and 
partially collapsed at its base near MacArthur Blvd. The county was fantastic to 
work with. After attempting to flush out the line—using the county’s only high-
pressure truck devoted to that purpose—they sent a crew with an underground 
camera to determine the full extent of the problem. Without clearing the line, 
our property and others downgrade could be subject to repeated flooding, of the 
sort we’d begun to experience for the first time since we purchased our home.
 
The county went out into the commercial market and purchased corrugated 
pipe of the sort it no longer uses because it’s too small in diameter at current 
standards but which was correct to repair the problem on an emergency basis. 
Along the way the county discovered that WSSC had actually pierced the pipe 
with a one-inch main to another house. That discovery led to the relocation of 
the main at the house before a failure could occur.
 
The service was fast and tireless, epitomizing exactly what we’d like our 
children to learn about responsive and professional government. We wrote a 
letter of praise to the head of the division, who wrote back appreciating the 
recognition of his team.
 
The lesson here is what we’ve learned since moving to Montgomery County 
and Cabin John more than 7 years ago. If there’s a problem with county 
services, pick up the phone and call or write a postal letter or send an e-mail. 
That’s what those good people are there to respond to. And they have. 
 
We’ve since appealed to the county to modernize the street in the years ahead. 
The response has been positive, although we understand it may be years before 
funding is available. But between now and then the county has promised to do 
its best to keep the old line clear. We believe that. Thankfully. 

—Eric & Daphne Federing

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John

Lighter News from the Good Old Days

Over the years the Village News has been a 
wonderful source for serious information about 
Cabin John’s history. But the paper also has had 
some lighter touches and, since we’re going into 
the summer season now, I thought that this column 
might feature a few items from the early years that 
don’t deal with major community issues.

For instance, for a while there was a column called 
“Crabbin’ John” where citizens could sound off 
on their pet peeves. Generally, however, the paper 
preferred to print up-beat stories, often with a 
moral. Here’s one from a 1968 issue:

“Stevie Whitaker, of 7401 Arden Road, and his 
cousin, Carl Bushong, of Rockville, were noted 
recently near Clara Barton School drawing a 
wagonload of beer cans and bottles and debris 
that they had collected from the weeds of vacant 
roadside lots. The boys’ beautification efforts 
are performed ‘every once in while’, said Stevie. 
‘But more and more bottles, cans, and stuff get 
thrown around than we can find in the weeds,’ 
he complains.

“These volunteer cleaner-uppers indeed shame 
the adults (?) who litter our community,” added 
the paper.

There was a lot of family and neighborhood news, 
similar to the “Neighborly News” column that 
Barbara Martin writes today, but often going into 
greater detail. This typical item appeared in the 
December 1967 issue:

“Miss Karen Ricketts and her friends, Miss Kathy 
Reid of Cabin John and Miss Christine  Waters of 
Silver Spring, spent the Thanksgiving holiday at 
West Point Military Academy, where they were 
escorted to a movie, the ‘Beach Boys’ concert and 
a semi-formal dance. They attended mass at the 
Catholic Chapel there and were escorted on a sight-
seeing tour. All had a great time!”

Occasionally there was a story written by a young 
person, and occasionally a bit of poetry. Some 
anonymous contributor tried his/her hand at a poem 
about “Our Little Post Office” when it was housed 
in the annex to a dwelling on 78th Street. The poem 
began with the stanza shown in the margin at left 

and went on to praise “the three ladies” who handle 
our mail “with care and proficiency.”

For some time there was a regular “Gardening 
Corner,” written by Theresa Jessup, with valuable 
tips on how to make your garden grow. If you’re 
having trouble with moles eating your bulbs, for 
example, the column suggests using a coffee can, 
with holes punched in its bottom that the bulb roots 
can grow through. “Sink the can so that the top is 
even with the surrounding ground, fill it up with 
good rich soil and plant your bulbs to the required 
depth. Then cover the rim with at least half an inch 
of good garden soil.”

Another column, the “Recipe Lady’s File,” offered 
mouth-watering recipes contributed by readers. I 
had a hard time choosing among them but here’s 
one that sounds particularly delicious (although I 
must admit I haven’t tried it):

FRUIT COBBLER
Preheat oven to 375 degrees
Cream together 1/4 cup butter and 1/2 cup sugar
Sift and add 1 cup flour, 2 teaspoons baking powder, and 
1 teaspoon salt
Add 1/2 cup milk
Grease baking pan and pour in batter, spoon on top fruit 
or berries
Sprinkle with 1/4 to 1/2 cup sugar
Over all pour 1 cup juice from berries
Bake about 30 minutes

The Village News has always reached outside our 
community to carry the news of Cabin John to 
those who love it from afar. During the Vietnam 
war, the following letter appeared:

I am enclosing a money order for one dollar so 
that I may receive a monthly newsletter from 
my home town while I am stationed over here in 
Vietnam.

I only have about seven months left over here 
and sure would enjoy reading about the things 
that are happening at home.

—Cpl. William R. Via
2nd Bn., 9th Marines S-1

Needless to say, the Village News returned the dollar 
and gave Corporal Via a free subscription.

Have you been by

The little house on the hill

Where the colors fly

Proudly, at the wind’s will?
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 19 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280. 

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-263-2783. 

& Associates 

Barbara Abeillé   ▪  Pam Schaeffer    ▪   Amy Mermelstein 

Work with a team that not only  
knows your neighborhood,  

but lives there too! 

Serving Cabin John and  
the entire DC metro area! 
Call us today for all your  

Real Estate needs. 
 

301 . 966 . 6477 
www.abeillehomes.com 

by Alexandra Jones

Many residents in the Cabin John area are aware of the fire that 
took place in 2004 at First Agape A.M.E. Zion Church located 
on Seven Locks Road in Cabin John. However, many residents 
are not aware of the archaeology taking place on this historic 
property. For the past few weeks archaeologists Chandra Harris 
and myself have been working at the church conducting surface 
surveys of the church in preparation for excavation.

First Agape A.M.E. Zion Church was previously 
known as Gibson Grove A.M.E. Zion Church. The 
church was established in 1898 by free African 
Americans living in the Cabin John area. The land 
on which the church stands today was owned by 
Sarah Gibson and donated to the community to 
erect a church structure. The community decided to 

We’ll be at the church during the week conducting archaeological 
surveys and have been assisted by the volunteer efforts of 
Montgomery County Parks and Planning and a few other 
community members. We will also be hosting a public day at 
First Agape A.M.E. Zion Church on Saturday June 21, 2008 from 
10 am until 3 pm and members of the Cabin John community 
are welcome to come out and learn more about their Cabin John 
heritage and archaeology. If you are interested in volunteering 
you can email me at alexandracj@hotmail.com or Ms. Harris at 
c_lharris@hotmail.com.

Archaeological Team Working at Historic Gibson Grove Church

name the church in honor of her generosity. The first 
Gibson Grove church structure was a log cabin. In 
1923, the same year as Sarah Gibson’s death, the log 
cabin was replaced with the structure we see today. 

In an effort to rebuild the structure, the church 
was notified by the state that they had to have an 
archaeological survey conducted on the church 
property before they could rebuild. The church 
reached out to the archaeology community for help 
and Chandra and I stepped up to handle the job 
pro-bono. I am an archaeologist who specializes 
in Maryland African American archaeology 
and Chandra Harris is a bio-archaeologist who 
specializes in osteology. It is believed there were 
two or three children buried on the property of the 
church and we are surveying to find if this is indeed 
the case. If the children’s remains are located on the 
property they will be removed and repatriated in the 
Gibson Grove Historic Cemetery.

The author surveying with a total station.
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ClassifiedsClassifieds THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $5 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
milerjefferson@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Aug. 13, for the 
issue mailing Aug. 23. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: 
Mike Miller and Tim 
Weedlun–editors, Barbara 
and Reed Martin–distribution 
& proofreading, Lorraine 
Minor–business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,  
Barbara Martin. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above 
address

Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

HANDYMAN: Living right here in 
your neighborhood. 17 years experience. 
Electrical, Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, 
Painting, Roofs, Gutters, Decks, Power 
Washing, Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchen 
Renovations. Big and small jobs welcome. 
Hemy 301-229-1450.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and payment 
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you 
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at 
301-229-3515.


