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Serving the people of Cabin John and beyond

2008 Cabin John House Tour A Sunny Success!
by Clare Amoruso and Susan Roberts

The community wants to thank the very generous
homeowners who went to extraordinary efforts
to elegantly present their homes for this tour. The
homes on the tour included: Terry and Brandon
Fortune, 8018 Riverside Drive; Michael and Melissa
Gaffney, Lockhouse #10; Michael Meier and Kimie
Nagata, 6525 76th Street; Rob Morgan and Janice
Erich, 8010 Riverside Drive; David and Ilene Rosen,
6524 77th Street; Bennett and Alyson Ross, 7719
Tomlinson Avenue; Linda Smith, 8029 Riverside
Drive; and Dana Verkouteren, 11 Froude Circle.
This tour would not have been possible without
the help of the following neighbors who served
as house monitors. They are Leslie Baldwin, Jean
Betz, Rachelle Cherol, Terry Fuller, Linda Green,
Tom Green, Meredith Griggs, Dee Jennings, Dale
Kaplan, Lisa Landsman, Judy Lund, Zach Lund,
Barbara Martin, Reed Martin, Nicole McGuire,
Mike Miller, Lorraine Minor, Forrest Minor,
Cathie Nelsen, Julia Rogers, Tim Shank, Nancy
Shaw, Kathy Siefken,
Jan Smith, Mary Smith,
Oona Stieglitz, Susan
Stewart, Bev Sullivan,
Judy Welles and Barbara
Neighborly News.............................................
Wilmarth.
Recycling Celebration......................................
We also want to thank
Mary Ann Conrad of
CJCA News.....................................................
Sharon’s Bouquet for
donating the balloons for
Recycling Statistics.........................................
all of the houses, Tim
Weedlun for designing
Grateful Shred............................................
the house tour brochure,
and the Cabin John
Cabin John History Book............................
American-Chinese
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Linda Smith’s house, Stony Creek, designed by a student
of Frank Lloyd Wright, rises above its namesake
waterway. (More house tour photos on pages 8 and 9.)

United Methodist Church for the use of their
facility to sell tickets.
The House Tour was a successful fundraiser, with
approximately $1750 in proceeds going to the
Cabin John Citizens Association. More important,
it was a wonderful community event celebrating
the architectural diversity and the cohesiveness of
our town.
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Sandwiched between heavy rain and intermittent
showers the skies cleared on Saturday afternoon for
the May 10 Cabin John House Tour. Approximately
150 Cabin Johners and friends traveled on foot, by
bicycle, and by car to view eight unique Cabin John
homes. The cool day was a pleasant contrast to the
hot and humid day we had for the 2005 House Tour
and the dappled sunlight added special appeal to the
beautifully landscaped homes on the tour.

The Village News

Neighborly News
Newcomers to MacArthur Boulevard are Kathryn
Macdonald and Bob Brook, who moved here from
DC and Virginia. Both are lawyers.
More new neighbors are Rita and Jerry Isenberg,
who moved to Riverside Avenue from Bethesda.
Rita, a musician, plays bass with a band, the New
Hots Jazz Orchestra, once a month at Glen Echo’s
Spanish Balltoom. Jerry is an attorney.

by Barbara Martin

Shafi Noss, son of Ghina Siddiqui and Martyn
Noss, recently was honored at a statewide awards
ceremony for gifted children, held by the Johns
Hopkins University Center for Talented Youth. The
family lives on Archbold Terrace.
Tina Adler of Webb Road is co-author of a newly
published book about memory loss and Alzheimer’s
disease. The Alzheimer’s Action Plan is available at
Amazon.com and bookstores. Tina has taken care of
family members who suffered from the disease.

Both photos © Nicki Wright

Please send news items about your family or
neighbors, or about former Cabin John residents
to barbmartin@comcast.net. Include your phone
number.

Community
Calendar
25...........River Stories w/ Hayden Mathew

MAY

On April 21, after a weekend
of heavy rains saturated the
ground, the huge oak tree
pictured above fell over
and smashed into an empty
house on the Shaw property
on 79th St. Neighbor Gene
Wright, who is 6 ft. tall,
is shown standing next to
unearthed rootball.

Lockhouse 8
2 - 3 pm

27.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 4)

1. .......... Glen Echoers Barbershop Singing

JUN

Lockhouse 8
2 - 3 pm

7. ........................................Grateful Shred

Clara Barton Center
9 am - noon (see p. 11)

21..... Capt. John Smith 400th Anniversary
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Clara Barton Center
6:30 - 9 pm
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Recycle Challenge Nets Almost 34,000 Pounds of Scrap Metal
The Metal Recycling Challenge, hopefully the first
of many Green Neighbors events in our community,
came to a fun-filled conclusion with the celebration
held at the Clara Barton Community Center on
April 27th. The festivities got underway with a
parade. Naturally, Recycle Man was in the thick of
it, leading the throng down MacArthur Boulevard
from the back of a pick-up truck. Lots of cool sights
were to be seen along the parade route. Larry Heflin
was sighted on his World War II-era bicycle made
from recycled bicycle parts and given to him by his
dad for his 6th birthday; it has since been used by
two more generations, so it has become a recycled
recycled cycle! Also sighted in the parade were Ava
and Joe Henderson riding their battery-powered
mini VW bug. Various torch runners passed the
“Green Neighbors torch” along the parade path.
Councilmember Roger Berliner was seen directing
traffic at the final crosswalk to provide a safe path
for the paraders. Thanks to Dominique Maggio,
Deborah Duffy, Bruce Wilmarth, and all the other
parade helpers for keeping the parade safe and fun.
Upon arrival at the community center, over
100 attendees filed in for the awards ceremony.
Berliner has shown great support for this challenge,
attending both the kick-off event in February as
well as this final celebration. He presided over
the ceremony along with Montgomery County
Recycling Chief Eileen Kao, Montgomery County
Recycling Coordinator Alan Pultyniewicz, Ann
Humphrey of Representative Chris Van Hollen’s
office, Carderock Springs resident Martha
Donnelly, Cabin John residents Jennifer Jordan and
Tom Rojas, and — of course — Recycle Man.
When Recycle Man pulled out the envelope Oscarsstyle, the winner was — Cabin John! Carderock
Springs resident Martha Donnelly, the mastermind
behind the challenge, jokingly demanded a
recount. And the organizers were stunned at the
final tally of the amount of scrap metal recycled
— roughly 34,000 pounds! Kids were at the center
of this successful metal collection. Bannockburn
Elementary School, Pyle Middle School, Carderock
Springs ES, Bethesda ES, and Norwood students
— as well as boy scout troops — all eagerly
participated in the challenge, collecting metals and
raising awareness within their schools and families.
The children that canvassed over 1,300 homes at
the start of the challenge were commended by the
County at the awards ceremony and given water

© Skip Brown

by Jennifer Jordan

Celebrants head to the Clara Barton Center during the April 27th victory parade.

bottles made of 100% recycled plastic. We asked
these kids, all of whom we perceive as Green Kid
Ambassadors, to join us and put on their thinking
caps as we move forward and plan for future Green
Neighbors efforts to protect the environment.
An interesting and surprising finding was that
the total pounds of small metal items recycled
outweighed the large metal items recycled. Over
56% of the total
metal recycled was
small items collected
in the bins placed
in each community
for the duration of
the Challenge. This
is important as the
County looks into
possibly adding small
scrap metals to the
curbside recycling
program.
Gabrielle
Herderschee-Hunter
and Julie Rogers
of the Cabin John
Citizen’s Association
and Christine
Uzzell, President
of the Carderock
Springs Citizen’s
Association, accepted
the awards given to
the communities by
(continued on page 5)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
May 27, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda – 1) Presentation by
Roy Sewall, chairman of the board of the newly
created Canal Trust, 2) election of officers, 3)
reading of proclamation from County Council to
CJ in recognition of the successful Metal Recycling
Challenge, 4) latest plans for the June 21st Captain
John Smith event, 5) plans for new CJ directory, 6)
collection of worn U.S. flags to be properly retired by
Veterans of Foreign Wars (bring old flags in advance
to designated box in Community Center).
Minutes from CJCA Meetings of Feb 26, March 25,
and April 22, 2008 (sorry for the backlog):
Feb 26, 2008 Meeting –1) Cabin John vs. Carderock
Springs Metals Recycling: CJ residents Tom Rojas and
Jennifer Jordan announced the Recycling Challenge
Kick-off at Carderock Clubhouse on Feb 27. Roger
Berliner will attend. 65 Cabin John kids have
volunteered to canvas area door to door for the effort.
2) CJCA Efforts on Sewer Odor next to the Canal:
The 50-mile long Potomac Interceptor (PI),
beginning at Dulles, carries 65 million gallons
of wastewater per day and vents hydrogen
sulfide. There are 40 vents located between
Carderock & DC. The DC Water & Sewer
Association (DC WASA) currently operates
and maintains the PI. Eight years ago, CJCA
and other communities made a big push to get
the project going to eliminate the smell from
the PI that occurs by the Canal. The current
DC WASA effort appears to have stalled. So
now we are back at it again to keep this thing
moving forward. CJCA President Burr Gray
and CJ resident Mac Thornton met with GW
Park Service representatives this spring to
express concerns with the lack of progress,
and also met on April 10th with one of the
two Montgomery County representatives
(Dave Lake) on the WASA Board. CJ’s Reed
Martin has been fighting the good fight on this
for 35 years. 3) Captain John Smith’s 400th
Anniversary Potomac River Exploration – In
1608 Captain Smith navigated up Potomac
River to Little Falls then explored the land
around this area. There will be a CJCAsponsored event on June 21st to celebrate the
occasion. 4) Cabin John Story/History Book
– Legends and Life of an Uncommon Place
– following discussion of the status and nature
of the book that Judy Welles is preparing on
CJ story/history, a motion was approved to
contribute $1500 each to Judy Welles (research,
drafting of narrative, obtaining photos) and Tim
Weedlun (layout) for their efforts, and to cover
costs of printing approx. 1000 copies which is
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by Burr Gray
expected to cost about $4000. Total monies allocated
were $7000. (The CJ treasury has about $15,000.)
CJCA has obtained a grant for $1600 from the County
Historical Commission for the project which will be
paid to CJ following publication of the book. The
attendees discussed and supported an effort to generate
more dues-payers this year. (Subsequently, letters were
sent out to CJ residents who had not paid dues yet this
year encouraging them to pay.)
March 25, 2008 Meeting: 1) Update on Metals
Recycling Challenge: Jennifer Jordan reported that
5,479 lbs of metal had been collected and recycled for
both Carderock and CJCA (there were also 1,800 lbs
of metal taken out of the cemetery by the Boy Scout
Troop 233). The Challenge will end on April 18th. 2)
Parking along MacArthur shoulder: There is some
concern about private homeowner creation of parking
spaces and parking along the shoulder of MacArthur
Boulevard adjacent to the bike path. CJ resident David
Brown spoke with the Corps of Engineers who owns
the property. The Corps stated that improving federal
land without a permit is illegal. If a grassy area has
been improved for parking, the Corps can make the
homeowner return the area to its original condition.
The Corps can also turn the issue over to the County.
CJCA will see whether the Corps has any success
in addressing the one most glaring example of this
issue. A motion was passed that CJCA send a letter
to Corps requesting that CJCA be notified of any
request for curb cuts/parking, etc. on MacArthur Blvd
in the Cabin John area and that CJCA be allowed to
comment on any permits currently under review. (FYI,
the Cabin John Gardens has lease permits for the 3
stairways down from MacArthur.) 3) Shaw Property
(corner of 79th St and MacArthur Blvd) – There will
be an open house on Sunday, April 6th from 1 - 3 pm
to allow local residents to look inside the house. 4).
June 21st Celebration - A committee is being formed
to plan the June 21st celebration of Captain John
Smith’s exploration of our area. There will be games
on the ball field and a cookout to be followed by slide
shows. (CJCA had explored having fireworks but the
County says the ballfield space is too small.) 5) CJ
Story/history book - several renditions of proposed
book covers were presented and the choices were
narrowed down to three.
Meeting April 22, 2008 – 1) Discussion of Shaw
property development and whether any change in
CJCA written position is warranted – attendees
reviewed the letter written by CJCA in March 2007
to see if any changes were needed. Dean Packard
(engineer for Hemingway Homes project) gave out
10 copies of the latest engineered plan. Hemingway
(continued on page 13)
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RECYCLE
cont. from page 3

County Recycling Chief Eileen Kao. Then came
the “passing the torch” ceremony, and residents of
Glen Echo accepted the Green Neighbors torch in
the interest of expanding scrap metal recycling to
include their community as well.
One of the highlights of the award ceremony was

the iron and steel we normally would have thrown
out, we save the energy it takes to go underground
and dig up more metals. Making products from
recycled ingredients also uses much less energy
than producing the same product from raw
materials. We also save many animals’ habitats that
can be destroyed when we build mines to get new
metal ore… Being a Green Neighbor doesn’t have
to be work. It just takes thinking differently about
throwing things away and using energy. We are all

© Skip Brown

(continued on page 6)

Recycling Chief Eileen Kao presents Cabin John with
their award — a clock made out of recycled metals.

hearing two brave and thoughtful kids — Eden
Cornelius of Cabin John and Kate Goldberg of
Carderock Springs — give speeches they had
prepared. Here are excerpts from the speeches of
these two Green Kid Ambassadors — hopefully we
can heed their call:
Fifth grader Eden Cornelius: “I chose to speak here
today because I want to pass on the message that
if we work together, we can make a difference…
Those of you who have been involved with the
Green Neighbors project, I hope you will continue
to be a good example to others, including children.
I appreciate that grownups are working for change
because after you are gone, ours and future
generations will inherit this Earth. To kids – we
have to work together and do everything we can to
help with pollution and global warming. So raise
your voices and help protect our future! I hope that
after this celebration ends, we will continue to work
together as a community to protect our Earth.”
Sixth grader Kate Goldberg: “Why are these metal
recycling efforts helpful? Because if we recycle
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RECYCLE
cont. from page 5

on this planet together, and we need to remember
how important it is to Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.”
After the awards ceremony, folks enjoyed food
and beverages donated by neighbors and local
vendors, tuned in to the cool sounds of local band
Monet in the 90s, munched on popcorn from Bob
Epstein’s famous popcorn machine, participated
in kid eco-crafts, had their caricatures drawn,
watched the ongoing slideshow, and perused
environmental exhibits by both local organizations
and neighborhood kids.
Special thanks to the volunteers from the following
organizations who showed admirable dedication by
giving up their Sunday to join and educate us about
their organizations’ great work: Bethesda Green,
Cool Capital Campaign, Habitat for Humanity
ReStore, Montgomery County Department of
Environmental Protection, and PEPCO. The free
compact fluorescents distributed by PEPCO were a
useful freebie!

A number of kids rose to the occasion and brought
in ecological exhibits that they had made in
school for Earth Day. Thanks to Michelle Couste,
Michelle Sandler, Lily Hoffman, Cole Hinga, Ben
Talisman, Alex Kramer, Caroline Duffy, Lizzy
Sartain, Kit Philleo, Ellie Solloway and all others
who displayed their polished, informative, and
colorful posters.
Kids and adults alike enjoyed a number of activities
– tin can herb pots, funky junky metal jewelry,
guess the total pounds recycled, and guess the
number of paper clips/ nails/ etc in the jars. The
lucky winners were awarded great prizes donated
by local businesses. Ruth Rabner and her kids
Cassie and Nate were instrumental in organizing
and running a number of these activities. Cabin
John artist and resident Dana Verkouteren
generously volunteered to do caricature drawings
to raise funds for future Green Neighbors projects.
She sure was a kid magnet! Carderock Springs
resident Alison Ewing was instrumental in
rallying the troops in Carderock Springs as well as
coordinating the eco-coloring corner. Carderock
Springs resident Sonja Fogle was an overall
helper extraordinaire, providing supplies and help
wherever needed.
Carderock Springs resident Diane Karlik — with
no prior experience — took junky metal jewelrymaking to entirely new heights! Metal used for the
jewelry was salvaged from the recycling containers
during the Challenge. This activity was such a
big hit that there was talk of doing more such
workshops with the kids in the future. The jewelry
turned out to be so cool that the suggestion was
thrown around of making and selling the jewelry
to raise funds for other Green Neighbors projects.
If anyone is interested in helping, please contact
Diane Karlik at dianekarlik@verizon.net.
Barbara Wilmarth, Susan Fitzgerald, and Anne
Kisslinger were a super food team and organized
the food donations. Everyone donating food made
an effort to minimize waste and the use of plastic,
and I am happy to report that — based on my
observation — only two large trash bags were
brought to the trashbin at the end of the event.
Pretty good for an event that fed over 100 people!
Max Moore designed and created the awesome
Green Neighbors banner above the stage. Derick
Moore — with the help of many wonderful helpers
young and old — coordinated the colorful backdrop
(continued on page 12)

6

The Village News

Lessons Learned From Recycling Challenge Inspire Others
by Tom Rojas
Whoever thought that metal recycling could be so
much fun? The Scrap Metal Recycling Challenge
was loads of junky fun — 33,762 pounds of fun
to be exact! That is the total weight of scrap metal
our two communities recycled in just 7 weeks.
Except for larger items such as appliances, most of
this was destined for the county incinerator along
with household trash. Homeowners typically throw
scrap metal away since it is not part of the County’s
blue bin recycling program. The clear winner was
Cabin John, and the collection totals are listed
below. But we all are winners in the sense that the
carbon dioxide emissions averted from our Metal
Recycling Challenge was approximately 68,000
pounds! According to the County’s Department
of Environmental Protection, this is equivalent
to removing 6 passenger cars from the street for
an entire year. Despite the energy used in the
collection and recycling of metals, there is a net
savings in greenhouse gas emissions.
Cabin John Carderock
Small metals
11,587 lbs
7,396 lbs
Appliances, etc
8,697 lbs
6,081 lbs
Totals

20,284 lbs

13,478 lbs

At the Challenge’s final celebration, a symbolic
torch was passed to the residents of Glen Echo who
also recognize the importance of metal recycling,
and wish to start a scrap metal recycling program of
their own. Additionally, residents from Wood Acres,
Bannockburn and Glen Echo Heights attended our
event and are considering community-based
environmental efforts of their own.

about half of all toxic waste released into our
environment. But by adopting the precautionary
approach of recycling as many resources as
possible, we can tackle head-on the single largest
problem humanity will face in the coming
decades...that of resource depletion and the scarcity
of fresh, drinkable water. We must all re-think how
we buy, use and dispose of the various products in
our lives, to the point of inconveniencing ourselves
a little in our efforts to conserve. But as a step
toward making that more convenient, there are now
several collection sites at which to leave metals. In
Cabin John, there is a new collection bin in front
of the Bethesda Co-op, or at the homes of Jennifer
Jordan (7511 Arden Road) or Tom Rojas (7513
MacArthur Blvd). In Carderock, Martha Donnelly
has a collection site at 7604 Hamilton Spring Drive
and in Glen Echo, Constance Macy has one at 6005
Bryn Mawr Avenue.
In our continuing efforts to make small metal
recycling a permanent part of the blue bin
recycling system, we will push for more
dialogue with various key players in the county’s
Department of Environmental Protection. We have
shown the County and the world that small metals
deserve a closer look. We can also broaden the
impact of our message by reminding those who
chose not to participate that we are all part of the
problem. Why should just some of us be part of the
solution? Let’s all accept the challenge to change
our lifestyles!

This Challenge has shown us the power
of working within our own community to
move one step closer towards sustainability
while decreasing our carbon footprint. Many
Challenge participants claim that this project
has dramatically increased their awareness of
how everything they do has some effect on the
environment. This elevated level of concern
can only help us as we make changes in our
lifestyles for a better future and a healthier
planet.
We can never be “done” recycling, so even
though the challenge is officially over, the
reasons for continuing are far too compelling.
Minerals and metals extraction account for

MHIC 39468

Insured
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Cabin John’s Wide Diversity of Distinctive Homes

Photos by Tim Weedlun

The interior space of historic Lockhouse 10, owned by Michael & Melissa Gaffney,
is a case study in how to artfully get the most out of small spaces.

A large teddy bear holds court in one of the stairwells
at the home of Terry & Brandon Fortune.

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com
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Dana Verkouteren, shown at right chatting with Barbara
Martin, incorporates an interior garden in her Feng Shuidesigned home in Cabin John Gardens.

The Village News

At left: The spacious windows of the home belonging to Robert Morgan & Janice
Erich feature a view of the C&O Canal and the Potomac River.
Above: A backyard pool gives the David & Ilene Rosen family a touch of Beverly
Hills in Cabin John.
Below left: Contemporary additions blend harmoniously to the original structure of
Bennett & Alyson Ross’s 1930 Sears kit home.

Alicia's
Stretch & Tone Yoga
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 to 10:00 am
with optional half hour for additional stretching
Carderock Swim and Tennis Club
Join any time!
First five-week session free
Certified Instructor
Yoga Alliance Registered Teacher
Call 301-770-7994 or 301-412-5432
alexercise@comcast.net

A large, carved wooden owl stands guard at Michael
Meier & Kimie Nagata’s geothermally heated home.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Apr/May 2008
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:
6600 80th Pl
7410 Arden Rd
6506 79th Pl
7806 Tomlinson Av
6619 81st St
6635 81st St
6416 83rd St
6409 Little Leigh Ct
10 Carver Rd
6509 Seven Locks Rd
6414 Wishbone Ter
6604 80th Pl
6501 76th Pl
3 Thorne R. #00

List Price
$1,995,000
$1,699,500
$1,499,000
$1,379,000
$1,275,000
$1,250,000
$1,199,000
$1,199,000
$1,049,499
$997,500
$799,500
$774,000
$725,000
$467,000

BR
6
5
6
6
6
4
5
5
6
4
4
3
4
2

FB
5
6
5
5
3
3
4
4
4
3
3
3
2
1

HB
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
1
1
0
0

Lvl
3
4
3
4
3
4
4
3
4
3
3
3
2
1

Fpl Gar
1
2
2
2
2
2
1
2
1
2
1
0
1
0
2
2
1
2
1
0
1
2
1
2
0
0
0
0

UNDER CONTRACT:
6410 83rd Pl
6530 75th St

$959,000
$839,000

4
4

3
3

1
1

2
3

1
2

1
0

SOLD:
6508 75th St

$695,000

4

2

1

2

1

0
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June 2008 at

REDEEMER
■ Sunday Morning Schedule

The Holy Eucharist
Adult Education
The Holy Eucharist
Church School & Nursery Care

Come to the Grateful Shred
On Saturday, June 7, 9-12 am, the Clara Barton
Community Center will be hosting a paper shredding
party! Avoid fraud or identity theft — and clean
out your files. Bring those no-longer needed
bills, statements, letters — anything with private,
confidential, or sensitive information that you want
to get rid of — securely! All-Shred, a noted firm in
Frederick, MD, will provide a mobile shredding truck
— inside it is a cross-cut shredder that cuts your pages
into tiny paper chips. (The shreds are then baled and
sent to paper plants to be recycled.)
We ask that you donate $5 per box of paper (that
means a one-cubic-foot storage box, 12 x 13 inches)
or the equivalent. Don’t have quite a box full? You can
have a half-box or the equivalent shredded for $3 or a
quarter-box for $2. And there’ll be coffee and donuts
available. Need more information? Call the Center,
301-229-0010.
P.S. NO PROBLEM! All-Shred tells us that they
have no problem shredding (along with office paper),
paper clips, staples, rubber bands, folders, binder
clips, hanging folders (even with metal strips), and
labels. BUT they don’t do newspapers, 3-ring binders,
cardboard, heavy plastic, heavy metals, boxes, trash,
floppy disks, or CDs.

8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

Strawberry Festival
Saturday, June 14, 2008
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Shortcakes, sundaes, silent auction, games, moonbounce,
lunch from the grill, musical performances, and more!
THE EPISCOPAL

C HURCH

OF THE

R EDEEMER

6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, Maryland 20816
(301) 229-3770 ▪ www.redeemerbethesda.org

NEED AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE FAST?
LOCAL RESIDENT SEEKS LOCAL WORK
DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS, NO EXTRA CHARGES
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
ALL NECESSARY LICENSES AND INSURANCE
PLENTY OF REFERENCES
CALL ANYTIME 301-365-2155
SAM OSLER
7105 GARMON ROAD, BETHESDA, MD
WSSC #20215

MARYLAND HVAC #16047
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RECYCLE
cont. from page 6

behind the speakers and the band. Derick also made a high-quality
videotape of the entire celebration. Thanks to Michaela Palumbo
and Max Kepler for coordinating the slideshow of pictures from
throughout the Challenge.
Particular thanks to the following folks not mentioned above for
going beyond the call of duty in helping make the celebration go
smoothly: Kyra McKinna, Ethan Eisenstein, the Myron family,
Skip Brown, Mikaela and Ella Fishman, Hunter McConnell, Nick
Clarke, Xavier Maggio, Liam Black, Larry and Abe Sauer, Ellen
Schweiger, Maris Miles, Colleen Daniels, and all the many others
that I have not mentioned here. You know who you are — thank
you so very much!
As a nice follow-up to the celebration, on May 13th, Montgomery
County Councilmembers George Leventhal and Roger Berliner
presented a proclamation of recognition to the communities of
Cabin John and Carderock Springs — which were represented
by Tom Rojas, Ritch Kepler, Martha Donnelly, and Burr Gray
(Jennifer Jordan was unable to attend) — for their efforts in
the Metal Recycling Challenge. For more information on the
proclamation, visit www.montgomerycountymd.gov/csltmpl.
asp?url=/content/council/index.asp.

CARDEROCK SPRINGS SWIM AND TENNIS CLUB HAS A LIMITED NUMBER
OF MEMBERSHIP OPENINGS FOR THE 2008 SEASON.
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES USE OF POOLS, TENNIS COURTS, BASKETBALL
COURTS AND THE ABILITY TO RENT THE CLUB HOUSE FOR SOCIAL
ACTIVITIES / PARTIES.
MEMBERS CHILDREN ARE ELIGIBLE TO BE A PARTICIPANT OF SWIM/DIVE,
PRETEAM AND TENNIS TEAMS.
MEMBERS MAY ALSO USE THE GAS GRILLS IN THE PICNIC AREA AT ANY
TIME DURING OPEN HOURS.
IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR MERIS
SPARROW 301.767.9473 OR VIA E-MAIL pmsparrow@aol.com.
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2) Cabin John House Tour – The house tour is set for
Saturday May 10th. There will be 8 houses on the tour.
House monitors are still needed.
NEW BUSINESS: 1) Riverside Drive Property – a lot
on Riverside Drive was cleared prior to the posting
of the building permit notice, which was placed on
the property April 21/22. The notice is dated April 26,
2008 and gives a 30-day time frame for appeal. (The
phone number is 240-777-6600 and the building permit
number is 466316). A motion was made and seconded
for CJCA to request a review of the permit detail
while we consider making an appeal. It was suggested
that an inquiry be made to the Potomac Conservancy
regarding the cutting of the trees on the property.
2) Fallen tree on 79th Street - CJCA will contact
PEPCO regarding the limbs above the power line and
contact Maggie O’Reilly (as agent for the property
owner) to request that the current owner (which is not
Hemingway Homes) have the tree removed.

Letter to the editor
One Email made the difference — highway@montgomerycountymd.gov
Montgomery County’s Highway Maintenance people are very busy and my
recent experience has me telling all that they earn their keep. The pond that
came with every storm on 81st St and MacArthur Blvd (see photo above) was
not only a roadside danger but a health issue as well.
After a storm, a pond would form at 81st and MacArthur, but that is now
history because of county’s Highway Maintenance team. Once they got word of
the issue, they fixed the problem. This unit of our government does great work
and they are customer friendly. While watching the re-grading of the 81st St
storm drain (photo below), one of the men told me why there’s a standing water
problem along MacArthur Blvd and that’s because one of Washington’s main
aqueducts runs underneath it and it’s against the rules to dig under the aqueduct
which is what you need to do to correct the standing water problems.
The West Nile Virus threat should keep us all looking at standing water in our
yards but also if you see a roadside, standing-water issue that doesn’t drain
properly, just e-mail a letter along with photos and the great Montgomery
County Maintenance People will address the problem.
Finding the time to search out the standing water in your own yard — well, that
can’t be done with an E mail.
—Bob Peterson

© Bob Peterson

Homes, the builder, has agreed to reorient the layout
so there will be more houses facing MacArthur
Blvd. An open house was held on April 6, 2008 for
residents to view the Shaw House. Visitors observed
that it was a small house and in disrepair. CJ resident
Gary Barnhard noted that the ornamental concrete
that forms the base of the structural walls is in good
condition. He has written a letter to Clare Kelly (in
charge of historic properties in Montgomery County)
citing many references regarding the “community
landmark” property at 79th & MacArthur Blvd. The
house was built prior to 1913 with Sears and Roebuck
presses for pressing the ornamental concrete block
for the exterior walls. There are apparently only
2 other houses which are similar with ornamental
concrete structures; on Persimmon Tree Road &
River Road and Woodbury Drive and Richmond
Avenue in Silver Spring. It was agreed that CJCA
will consider amending the March 2007 letter to more
strongly emphasize the community’s desire to keep
the Shaw House. The current Hemingway proposal
will purchase offsite additional trees for tree save
allotment. It was agreed that CJCA should request
on-site abatement prior to any offsite tree abatement.
(One of the two large white oaks on the property
fell during an April 21, 2008 storm.) Community
Ground Water: Additional onsite testing had occurred
regarding water infiltration. Dean Packard noted the
existing fractured rock creates individual situations
and that test pits indicate a very dense compaction of
the first 3’ of soil. There was support for the new letter
to state that there should be no net increase in the
discharge, since the creek where any discharge would
go (Stony Creek) is subject to flooding and cannot
accept additional water. There was no need to modify
any other aspects of the original March 2007 letter.

© Bob Peterson

CJCA
cont. from page 4
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Looking Back in Cabin John

by Andrew E. Rice

The Story of Cabin John: Past and Present
In November 2006 in this column I raised the
question of whether anyone would like to write a
full-fledged history of Cabin John.
Today, eighteen months
later, that question has
been answered: the book
has been written! Our
Cabin John neighbor Judy
Welles, a freelance writer
and columnist, took up
the challenge. In June
her volume, Cabin John:
Legends and Life of an
Uncommon Place, will
be off the press for all
of us to enjoy.
I’ve been fortunate
to get an advance
look at Judy’s book.
And the first thing
that’s apparent is
that she has done an
immense amount
of research. Pieces
of Cabin John’s
history had been
recorded earlier
by others, but this
is the full story,
one that combines
information from
previous accounts with much new material.
Organized into seven chapters, plus an
epilogue, the book begins with a chapter
devoted to the persistent question of
where Cabin John got its name. The
various legends are explored, the
historical records are combed, but the
author wisely leaves it to the reader to
make a final decision.
Another chapter notes the importance
(and beauty) of Cabin John’s physical
location on the banks of the Potomac
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and particularly the role that the C & O Canal
played in the community’s development. Two
chapters are devoted to our town’s most famous
landmarks: the Union Arch Bridge, soon to
celebrate its 150th anniversary, and the Cabin
John Bridge Hotel, gone but not forgotten, which
in its heyday a century ago may have been the
Washington area’s greatest countryside recreation
destination, with its fine dining and wining,
elegant gardens, and beautiful music.
Judy traces Cabin John’s gradual development
as a community from its earliest settlement days
to the period of more rapid growth that began
around 1912. From her interviews with long-time
residents, she incorporates personal reminiscences
that add lively color to the text.
But the book is not only words. It contains more
than 130 photographs and other illustrations,
drawn from many sources but particularly from
the collection of Richard Cook. This extensive
visual presentation adds greatly to the reader’s
enjoyment, as does the attractive design by Tim
Weedlun.
Thanks to the support of the Cabin John Citizens
Association, every household in town will receive
a free copy of Cabin John: Legends and Life of
an Uncommon Place. Additional copies will be
available for purchase. You have something really
to look forward to!
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Recycling Thank You
Sincere appreciation and kudos to our organizers Tom Rojas,
Martha Donnelly and Jennifer Jordan. Thank you to the members
of our Montgomery County Government who gave their support:
Councilmember Roger Berliner; Ann Humphrey, Constituent
Service Rep with Rep. Van Hollen’s Office; Montgomery County
Recycling Chief Eileen Kao; Montgomery County Recycling
Coordinator Alan Pultyniewicz; Douglas M. Weisburger, Sr
Planning Specialist, Sustainability Programs MD DEP
…and to all those individuals, businesses and organizations who
helped out and supported the effort in many varied ways …..
1st Choice Painting & Remodeling, John Rabner
ABC Imaging
All Green Neighbors that supported this event
Allen Built, Inc, John Allen
American Plant
Anthony Wilder Design/Build Inc.
Bannockburn Elementary School
Bethesda Co-op Natural Food Market
Bethesda Elementary School
Bethesda Haagen Das
Boy Scout Troop 133
Cabin John Citizen’s Association
Cabin John Construction, Inc., Don Cable
Cabin John Gardens Board of Directors
Calvert Group
Carderock Springs Citizen’s Association
Carderock Springs Elementary School
Caricatures by Dana
Cool Capital
Diane Karlik, Funky (recycled) Metal Jewelry
Duron Paint
Full of Beans
Glen Echo Exxon
Glen Echo Hardware
Glen Echo Pizza & Sub
Gordon & Greenberg, Architects
Haagen Dazs Ice Cream – Bethesda & Georgetown
Hughes Landscaping Inc., John Hughes
Irish Inn at Glen Echo
Jim Gilchrist Sound
Kanpai Sushi
Kepler Framing, Ritch Kepler
Larry Sauer Design Studio
Brown Lab Studio
Manion and Associates Architects, Thomas Manion
Market on the Boulevard
Martha Donnelly & Associates
Max Kepler and Michaela Palumbo, slide show
Monet in the 90s
Moore Productions, Derrick Moore, videotaping of events
Normandy CO2 Dry Cleaners
Norwood School
OBA Federal
Patrick TelePictures, Inc.
Rojas Brothers Co., Inc.
Safeway at Potomac Village
Safeway at Sangamore
Sharon’s Bouquet & Weddings
Skip Brown Photography
Strosnider’s Hardware, Potomac
The Kid Canvassers
The Village News
Zeughauser Group
And for your coverage of our events …
Channel 9 News, Potomac Almanac, Bethesda Gazette, The
Washington Post

Neighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 19 yrs. experience, references. Call
Siew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-263-2783.

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé ▪ Pam Schaeffer

▪

Amy Mermelstein

Work with a team that not only
knows your neighborhood,
but lives there too!
Serving Cabin John and
the entire DC metro area!
Call us today for all your
Real Estate needs.
301 . 966 . 6477
www.abeillehomes.com
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: Living right here in your
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, Gutters,
Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, Bathroom &
Kitchen Renovations. Big and small jobs welcome.
Hemy 301-229-1450.

WATERCOLOR CLASSES. Small, friend classes
for adults. Held in teacher’s Victorian home in Garrett
Park. Martha Siegel, MFA, The American University,
27 years experience. Call 301-946-5388.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]

YARD SALE. Saturday, May 24. Bikes, books,
fiddles, plants, good stuff. Martins. 6431 79th St.

The next deadline is 10 am,
Monday, June 9, for the issue
mailing June 18.

To place an ad in the Village News
classifieds, send us your ad and payment
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at
301-229-3515.

Volunteers who make the
Village News possible:
Mike Miller and Tim
Weedlun–editors, Barbara
and Reed Martin–distribution
& proofreading, Lorraine
Minor–business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above
address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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