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Rare Opportunity to Tour Unique Cabin John 
Homes on Saturday Afternoon, May 10 
by Clare Amoruso

For the first time since 2005, Cabin John residents 
will soon have an opportunity to visit some of the 
most interesting homes in our 
community. This year’s tour, 
organized by Susan Roberts 
and Clare Amoruso, will be 
held on Saturday, May 
10. Eight Cabin 
John houses will 
be open for you 
to enjoy thanks 
to the generous 
cooperation of 
their owners. 
This is a wonderful 

opportunity to strengthen community bonds among 
the different neighborhoods within our town.

Hours of the tour will be from 1 to 5 pm. 
Tickets and a map may be purchased 

on the day of the tour only. The 
cost is $15 per person (and 
limited to persons over the age 
of 12). Proceeds from the tour 
will be donated to the Cabin 
John Citizens Association.

Put the date on your calendar to 
be a part of this great Cabin John 

community event. 

One Month to Go In Metals Recycling Challenge
by Burr Gray

On March 8, 2008, David Helmer and his father, 
Colin Helmer, organized members of Boy Scout 
Troop 233 to move discarded old metal items 
from the historic Moses Hall area down to Seven 
Locks Road where the County was able to pick up 
the collection. The total amount, since inquiring 
minds will want to know, was 1,821 lbs. That is 
a tremendous effort and CJCA profusely thanks 

the Helmers and Troop 
233 (which includes CJ 
resident Charlie Black 
among others) for their 
efforts and participation 
in our community 
challenge. David’s 
Eagle Project has been 
to restore the path and 
historic cemetery and 
his efforts have had 
outstanding results.

Regarding the Metals 
Recycling Challenge in 
general, not since the 

good old days have so many appliances been seen 
in front of Cabin John houses. Remember that our 
community Metal Recycling Challenge lasts until 
April 18. Get your small metal items to the blue bins 
located at the Community Center parking lot. Items 
must be 50% metal by weight. Batteries, and cans 
with paint are not accepted. Don’t take stuff out of 
your own recycling bins. To get rid of applicances 
and large metal items, call the County at 240-777-
6410 by 11 am the day before your regular recycling 
pickup and put your item out on the curb. If you need 
help getting the large stuff to your curb, call Skip 
Brown (301-320-0752). The County will count these 
large items in the Challenge. If you have bikes that 
can still be used, call Michaela Palumbo (301-320-
9423) and she’ll arrange to get them to one of the 
groups that re-uses bikes.

If you haven’t seen Recycling Man (a.k.a. Ritch 
“Tin Man” Kepler), you’ll definitely want to 
attend the final celebration of the Metal Recycling 
Challenge between Carderock Springs and Cabin 
John scheduled for April 27 from 3-5 pm at the 
Clara Barton Community Center. Child volunteers 
will receive awards at the event for their efforts. So, 
keep recycling that metal!!!
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Caroline Duffy, a 6th grade student at Pyle Middle 
School, is helping to organize a clean-up along 
the Potomac River along with her classmates 
Lizzy Sartain and Kit Philleo. The students will 
be working with the Alice Ferguson Foundation as 
part of a service project to help clean up the area 
between the footbridge and Lock 10 on Sunday, 
April 6. If you would like to volunteer, please email 
them at sslcleanuppotomac@gmail.com. The group 

22 & 29 ....Growing Native Tree Plantings
 MD and VA
 various times (see p. 10)
 
25 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 6)
 
 
18 ...........................Metal Recycling Ends
 Clara Barton Center
 (see p. 1)

19 ................River Center Docent Training
 Lockhouse 8
 (see p. 7)

22 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm
 
27 .................Metal Recycling Celebration
 Clara Barton Center
 3 - 5 pm (see p. 1)

10 ........................Cabin John House Tour
 various locations
 1 - 5 pm (see p. 1)

Community
Calendar

will be meeting on the Glen Echo side of the Union 
Arch Bridge at 10 am, and will then walk down to 
the footbridge. Gloves and garbage bags will be 
provided. They hope to see you there! 

The Herderschee-Hunter family--Gabrielle, 
Han, and Aidan—in March welcomed baby 
Florence, 9 months old, from Guatemala. The 
family lives on Woodrow Place.

Please call Barbara Martin at 301-229-3482 or 
email barbmartin@comcast.net with news of 
your family, your neighbors, and any Cabin John 
residents present or past..
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By Bob Peterson

On Saturday, March 1, my wife, Michele and I 
accompanied some fellow neighbors on a tour to 
see the remains of an old quarry that operated in 
Cabin John. While tromping through the woods 
and hearing more of its history, I said “Wow, 
this would be a good story for the news letter,” 
thinking someone else would do it. Oops — I 
ended up with the old foot in the mouth problem.  

Anyway, here’s my attempt along with some 
photos I took. All the information in this article 
comes from the people in the tour: Evan Mater, 
Forrest and Lorraine Minor, and Larry Heflin. The 
tour was led by Evan who was showing us the 
forgotten rock quarry which at times served as his 
childhood playground.  

Evan has lived on the corner of  MacArthur 
Boulevard and 81st Street for most of his 59 years 
and as a teenager he was one of a group kids 
called the Cabin John River Rats, a title now given 
to our local kayakers. He began his observations 
of Cabin John at the age of eighteen months in 

Local Residents Tour “Forgotten Quarry” of Cabin John

1949 when he moved here with his parents, Dan 
and Wilma Mater. The Maters bought their home 
from a Mrs. White, whose late husband had owned 
the now forgotten Bucolston Quarry.

The quarry was located about a half a mile 
northeast of the Mater home. I did not find out 
who owns the land now but Lorraine Minor 
believes it is county property. I tried fussing 

(continued on page 5)

Inspecting the Bucolston Quarry remains from left to right are: Lorraine Minor, 
Michele Peterson, Evan Mater, Forrest Minor and Larry Heflin.
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The map at left shows the approximate location of the ruins. At right is a small bridge next to what remains of the weigh station.
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by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John

Our Town Four Decades Ago
The past 12 months have constituted the 40th year 
of publication of the Village News. The newsletter, 
then nameless and mimeographed on legal size 
paper, first appeared on April 15, 1967.

I thought it would be interesting to look at the first 
twelve issues to get a picture of what life was like 
in our town forty years ago. Some things seemed 
quite familiar, but other things were certainly very 
different.

At an incidental level, there were clear 
differences. Cabin John’s zip code 
was 20731 then, and some residents 
preferred using Bethesda, MD 
20034, which seemed to get their 
mail to them just as well. We didn’t 
have to dial our area code when 
we made local calls and some of 
us still featured our phone number 
as a combination of letters and 
figures, as in EMerson 5-2070, the 
number for Tuohey’s Restaurant 
(where the shopping center now 
stands). The overall simple 
emergency phone number, 
911, didn’t exist, and residents 
had to call two different 7-
digit numbers for police and 
fire calls. And prices were 
obviously at a totally different 
level. An ad in The Village 
News from the then existing 
Glen Echo barbershop 
featured haircuts at $2.

There were stylistic differences in the writing of 
news. Almost every story used Mr. or Mrs. or Miss 
when writing about individuals, and the Mrs. was 
usually followed by the husband’s first name, e.g., 
Mrs. John Smith. And in those early days, the paper 
clearly saw its role as more than just a reporter; 
in its news stories as well as in editorials it was a 
strong advocate of community improvement and 
citizen involvement.

And not without reason. Although the paper 
didn’t focus on bad news, enough crept into its 
columns to make clear that there was considerable 
lawlessness in Cabin John. There were complaints 

of vandalism, speeding, and noisy crowds of young 
people loitering at night around the Good and 
Quick (today’s Captain’s Market). Littering along 
MacArthur Boulevard made our main street an 
eyesore, and front yards were often filled with parts 
of abandoned cars, discarded furniture, and other 
junk.

In fact, the feature story in the very first issue of 
the paper was about a forthcoming clean-up day, 
or as the paper called it “Cabin John’s face-lifting 
day,” when a couple of trucks hired by the Citizens 
Association were to make the rounds to pick up 
these ugly items. There were enough of them that 
the paper warned that the purpose of the clean-up 
was not to help homeowners get rid of stuff from 
their attics or basements, but only to pick up what 
was already unpleasantly visible.

This was the beginning of a long campaign for a 
more beautiful Cabin John. At that time there was no 
sidewalk along MacArthur. In the summer of 1967 a 
meeting of representatives of Montgomery County, 
the Army Corps of Engineers (which controls the 
boulevard because of the aqueduct below it), and 
the Citizens Association came to an agreement: the 
county would build a 5-foot wide walkway along 
the south side of the street, the Army would fix the 
potholes, and the citizens would be responsible for 
securing and laying old street light poles as dividers 
between the sidewalk and the road.

It all happened as planned. The sidewalk was laid, 
the road was fixed, and the Citizens Association 
obtained old poles from Pepco, cut them into usable 
lengths, transported them to Cabin John, and laid 
them along the roadway. And that was only the 
beginning. Under the leadership of a Beautification 
Committee, thirty plots were designated along the 
road, and thirty families or organizations agreed to 
plant bulbs for a spring showing of flowers.

When my wife-to-be, Connie Bergfors, mentioned 
to university colleagues in 1965 that  she had just 
moved to Cabin John, one unforgettable response 
was “You don’t tell anyone, do you”. Cabin John did 
indeed have a less than favorable reputation in those 
days. The founding of the Village News in 1967 was 
one of the first manifestations of a new community 
spirit that led in time to the 1972 Community Plan 
and a growing pride in our town.
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QUARRY
cont. from page 3

around the county’s web site but I had no luck. 
Research is not my game.

During the tour, our local geologist, Larry Heflin, 
surveyed some harvested rocks. A fun highlight 
was everyone’s close inspection of a rock that 
Evan and Larry broke open to show some shiny 
and glittering fools gold.

The Bucolston Quarry was active until the early 
1940’s when it closed down. The speculated cause 
for closure was that the newer trucks carried too 
much weight for MacArthur Boulevard’s load 
limits.

In the years after the closure, an ex-priest known 
as the “Cat Man” spent his weekends at the 
quarry’s weigh station house caring for many 
of the stray cats he found while working as a 
watchman in DC.
  
After the weigh station burned down in a fire in 
the early 1950’s, the Cat Man never returned to 
the house’s charred shell, but his cats stayed and 
enjoyed the woods for many years. A small but 
impressive stone arch bridge can be seen next 

to the station house’s remaining stone 
chimney and walls. Stony Creek passes 
close to the ruins, then travels under 
MacArthur Boulevard, on its way to the 
Potomac River. 

During Evan’s River Rat days, he crashed 
what he calls “a five dollar car” over the 
quarry’s edge hoping for a Hollywood 
scene. He watched in disappointment 
because there wasn’t any smoke or fiery 
explosion to his 1949 Plymouth. It just 
stopped half way down the quarry’s wall.

The photo on this page shows Evan standing 
next the remains of the his 1949 Plymouth. 
The bumper was unique for this is the only 
time this style was used. It brought good 
memories back to me too, because I also had 
a 1949 Plymouth. Mine died in Galveston 
in 1959. Cars didn’t last very long in the old 
days.

In the 1950’s the quarry was filled in for 
safety reasons and the quarry’s road at the 
end of 80th Place is now a unkept trail. You 
can hike in 150 yards to see the remaining 
ruins — that is if you don’t mind climbing 
over a few fallen trees.The charred ruins of the weigh station.
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Evan Mater with the remains of his 1949 Plymouth.
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) quick update on 
the Metals Recycling Challenge, 2) private use of 
road shoulder along MacArthur Blvd, 3) discussion 
of remaining issues (technical pipestem and 4 vs 5 
homes) concerning Shaw property (corner of 79th 
St and MacArthur Blvd), 4) update on June 21st 
event celebrating Captain John Smith’s exploration 
of the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River 400 
years ago.

CJCA Minutes from Feb 26, 2008 Meeting—
Abbreviated minutes follow; full minutes to follow 
in next edition. 1) Update provided by Tom Rojas 
and Jennifer Jordan on status of Recycling Metals 
Challenge. Get your small metals over to the blue 
bins located in the parking lot of the Community 
Center. For big stuff, call the County and they’ll 
pick it up on your street curb. 2) CJCA voted to 
allocate up to $7000 to pay for publication and 
mailing and other costs related to the book on 
Cabin John’s history (current CJCA bank account 
is about $15K). Each household will receive one 
free book. 3) CJCA voted to support a celebration 
on June 21 of the 400th anniversary of Captain 
John Smith’s exploration of the area; plan is to 
have a cookout at the Community Center, watch 

a slide show presentation of the histories of three 
local communities: Cabin John, Glen Echo, and 
Bannockburn, then enjoy fireworks on the nearby 
ballfield. The last element requires permission 
from M-NCPPC, which CJCA has requested and is 
awaiting a reply.

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Mar.. 25, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

CJCA and the Corps of Engineers have replaced 
the historical panels at the Cabin John Bridge. Be 
sure to stop by and check them out.

For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer

& Amy Mermelstein

Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.

Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477

www.abeillehomes.com
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Good News for Clara Barton Community Center

A total of $25,000 has been allocated to the Clara Barton Community Center 
in Cabin John for added improvements in the current fiscal year, which 
ends in July, according to a report made on February 19 by Jeffery Bourne, 
Montgomery County Department of Recreation, to the Friends of Clara Barton 
Community Center. A commercial-grade, stainless-steel refrigerator/freezer 
already has been been installed, making it easier and safer for group events 
with food that needs to be kept cold.

New exterior lighting will enhance safety at night. Members of the Friends’ 
board, whose president is Burr Gray, brought up consideration for the 
community and were assured that care would be taken to have lights directed 
downward to minimize light pollution and shielded to prevent intrusion into 
nearby residences.

Additional tables for the Social Hall are included. For last November’s Craft 
Show, members of the Friends and volunteers from the community had to 
transport borrowed tables from Scotland Center. There will also be new chairs 
for the Senior Room.

Saving the best for last, Jeff announced that Clara Barton will be getting a 
storage shed to be located near the back entrance to the Social Hall. A concrete 
apron will be installed so tables and carts can be rolled into the building 
without needing to bump over a door sill. This will also enhance wheelchair 
access to the building. This will be a great improvement for the Center. 
Currently large folded ping pong tables occupy part of the kitchen, and carts of 
tables are in the halls.

Earlier, on February 4,  the Friends received notice from the County’s 
Department of Public Works and Transportation, that replacement of the 
older portion of the recreation center roof, which has leaked and been patched 
numerous times in recent years, is scheduled for Fall 2008. The planning has 
already been done. If no other facility suffers a roof calamity, the contract 
should be awarded in September, with work to be completed perhaps in 
October. The Social Hall roof, which has not leaked, received a new membrane 
roof about 10 years ago, and does not need to be replaced.

This is a difficult year for budgeting. Those attending public meetings on the 
proposed rehabilitation last year can feel satisfaction that the community’s 
requests and priorities were heard and that many are being delivered much 
sooner than would have happened through the planned CIP process.

NEED AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE FAST?
LOCAL RESIDENT SEEKS LOCAL WORK

DAYS, EVENINGS, WEEKENDS, NO EXTRA CHARGES
OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ALL NECESSARY LICENSES AND INSURANCE
PLENTY OF REFERENCES

CALL ANYTIME 301-365-2155
SAM OSLER

7105 GARMON ROAD, BETHESDA, MD

WSSC #20215 MARYLAND HVAC #16047

Join The Fun – Be a Docent At 
The Lockhouse 8 River Center

Nature walks, music, and history are all part 
of the activities planned for the upcoming 
season at River Center at Lockhouse 8, which 
opens May 3. We look forward to offering 
many interesting events throughout the 
summer and fall.

Visitors to the River Center are met by one of 
the Conservancy’s volunteer docents. Docents 
are an important part of the River Center 
experience, answering visitor questions about 
the lockhouse, Potomac Conservancy, and the 
C&O Canal. They lead tours and talk about 
historical and cultural significance of the C&O 
Canal and the Potomac River to the regional 
economy and the local quality of life. 

Bridget Chapin is the new River Center 
Coordinator. She will manage the River 
Center and coordinate the volunteer docents. 
Docents, who are at least 18 years old, 
commit to working at the River Center at 
least one weekend day a month from May to 
October. Volunteers also occasionally lead 
walks, talks, or other programs for small 
groups. This year, the docent training will be 
on April 19, so please contact Bridget if you 
are interested in volunteering.

See the April RiverUpdate or www.potomac.
org for the updated River Center schedule. 
We hope to see you this summer down at the 
River Center!

For more information, or to volunteer to be a 
docent, please contact Bridget Chapin, River 
Center Coordinator, at chapin@potomac.org 
or (301) 608-1188.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Feb/Mar 2008
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl
7801 Archbold Ter (rent) $2,500 3 2 2 3 0
6416 83rd Pl $574,000 2 1 0 2 1
6414 Wishbone Ter $799,500 4 3 1 3 1
6604 80th Pl $799,999 3 3 1 3 1
10 Carver Rd $1,049,499 6 4 1 4 1
6416 83rd St $1,225,000 5 4 1 4 1
6409 Little Leigh Ct $1,325,000 5 4 1 3 2
7806 Tomlinson Av $1,379,000 6 5 1 4 1
6635 81st St $1,395,000 4 3 1 4 1
6506 79th Pl $1,549,000 6 5 1 3 2
7410 Arden Rd $1,799,500 5 6 1 4 2

UNDER CONTRACT:
6530 75th St $839,000 3 3 1 3 1
6410 83rd Pl $959,000 4 3 1 2 1
8105 Riverside Av $1,149,000 5 4 1 3 2 
6622 81st St 1,250,000 5 3 0 3 1

SOLD: 
6424 Seven Locks Rd $1,475,000 5 4 1 3 4 
8016 MacArthur Blvd $1,199,000 4 4 1 4 1
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2007 Income
Annual Dues $3847.00
Donations for CJ History Book $1497.00
Crab Feast Income $9204.65
 (does not include $130 in dues paid at Crab Feast)
Miscellaneous $644.15 
 
Total $15,192.80

Monthly Status of CJCA Bank Account for 2007
(Does not include Village News account)

2007 Month Starting & Ending Deposits - $ Payments - $
 Balance   

Jan $16,485.45 $60.00 $1,109.23
Feb  $0.00 $67.00
Mar  $0.00 $0.00
April  $45.00 $115.36
May  $45.00 $725.00
June  $0.00 $416.41
July  $0.00 $1,367.18
August  $175.00 $2,151.45
September  $9,563.80 $3,507.58
October  $3,873.00 $1,339.15
November  $545.00 $2,148.53
December $16,008.40 $886.00 $2,722.96
   
Total  $15,192.80 $15,669.85

For the year 2007, not including the Village News, CJCA had revenues of $15,192.80 and expenses of $15,669.85. Including the 
Village News, CJCA had revenues of $24,705.43, and total expenses of $25,232.26. An itemized listing is included below as well as a 
listing of deposits and payments by month.  

CJCA Expenses and Income for the Year 2007

Starting Account Balance (as of 1/1/07) 
 with Washington First Bank  $16,485.45
  (Does not include Village News separate account)

Ending Account Balance (as of 12/31/07)  $16,008.40
  (Does not include Village News separate account)

Total deposits $15,192.80  
 (separate Village News deposits - $9,512.63).
Total checks written/withdrawals  $15,669.85 
 (separate Village News checks - $9,562.41)

Breakdown of Major Areas of Expenses and Income
(Does not include Village News account which was included in 
previous edition of the Village News)

2007 Expenses
Three Blood Drives $576.20 
July 4th Celebration (refreshments, toys, etc.) $487.33 
Potomac River Canoe Trip $873.08 
December Holiday Party – 2006 $1003.00
December Holiday Party – 2007 $1355.95
Post Office Box Rental  $234.00
Gibson Grove/Moses Hall Cemetery panel, etc $556.96 
Replacement of three Cabin John Bridge panels $725.00
Crab Feast $5181.15
CJ History Book  $1000.00
Miscellaneous  $413.41 
Village News $850.00
Dues envelopes $209.92
Friends Clara Barton Community Center donation  $1000.00
Postage for mailing of supplies to Iraqi children $200.00
MacArthur Blvd Flag replacements and holders $803.00
Prizes for “10 Things about CJ” contest $200.00

Total $15,669.85
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Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
 
                
            
 
 
                     
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            April 2008 at 
              REDEEMER 

 ■ Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

The Holy Eucharist                                                    8:00 am 
Adult Education                                                        9:15 am 
Choral Eucharist                                                           10:30 am 
Church School & Nursery Care                                10:30 am 
 

■ Special Events 
 

Sunday, April 13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     5:00 pm 
Inscape Chamber Orchestra in Concert, 
featuring Stravinsky’s L’histoire du soldat 
 

Saturday, April 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       11:00 am 
Pipes, Pedals & Pizza: 
An introduction to the pipe organ for young people 
 

Sunday, April 27. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     5:00 pm 
Lecture by Ray Suarez, author of  
Holy Vote: The Politics of Faith in America 

THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive  ▪  Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
(301) 229-3770  ▪  www.redeemerbethesda.org 

Growing Native Spring Tree Planting Events

Volunteers are once again invited to help restore streamside forested areas this 
season through the Potomac Conservancy’s Growing Native program. Two 
tree planting events are scheduled for March. The first will be at Waterford 
Park in Frederick, MD on Saturday, March 22 from 9 am til noon (http://
friendsofwaterfordpark.org/waterfordpark.htm). The second will be at the 
Potomac Overlook Regional Park, 2845 N. Marcey Road in Arlington, VA 
on Saturday, March 29 from 10 am til noon (http://www.nvrpa.org/parks/
potomacoverlook/?pg=hours.html). 

Aimed at protecting local rivers and streams, the Growing Native tree planting 
effort has helped restore forested land in the Potomac River watershed since 
2001. Planting trees and restoring streamside forests are important components 
in improving the quality of life in the Potomac River watershed. The trees keep 
waters cleaner because their roots absorb pollutants and reduce soil erosion.

The tree plantings represent the final stage in the Growing Native cycle. 
Every fall for the last seven years, volunteers have collected seeds and nuts 
throughout the region. The seeds are transported to state nurseries, where they 
are grown into seedlings. After one or two growing seasons, volunteers plant 
the tree seedlings along streams and rivers in their communities. 

For directions and more information, contact Anne Sundermann at (301)-608-
1188, ext. 208 or email her at Sundermann@potomac.org. To learn more about 
Growing Native, visit www.growingnative.org. 
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A Cabin John Original — Uva Cable

(continued on page 5)

by Judy Welles

Uva Mae Cable Uva, who has lived in Cabin John 
for 67 years, is the matriarch of four generations 
of Cables who have lived in Cabin John. In fact, 
17 Cables, including seven of Uva’s 11 great-
grandchildren, have lived in Cabin John. 

Uva lives in the Sears kit house that her parents, 
Lewis and Irene Worsham, bought in 1939. One 
of the original Cabin John Park residents, Percy 
Redden, built the house in the 1920s on the corner 
of Woodrow Avenue, now 79th Street, and Conduit 
Road (now MacArthur Boulevard).

Uva and her four brothers, Lewis (“Lew”), Virgil 
(“Buck”), Walter (Herman), and Marvin (“Bubby”) 
lived in the house. The Worshams were a close-
knit family. Mr. and Mrs. Worsham were charter 
members of the Glen Echo Baptist Church. 

Uva’s brothers caddied as teenagers at nearby golf 
courses including Congressional Country Club, 
Burning Tree, Kenwood, and Bannockburn. Lew, 
Buck, and Herman grew up to be highly ranked 
professional golfers. Their brother Bubby had a 
golfing scholarship to Wake Forest but died in a 

car crash while a student. Lew won several major 
golf tournaments, including the U.S. Open in 1947 
and the Tam O’Shanter in 1953 and was a member 
of the Ryder Cup team. He was also golf pro at 
Burning Tree for several years during the 1940s. 

Mr. Worsham, a carpenter, also was a beekeeper 
who always had honey for anyone who visited. 
He loved to garden, too, and his Belgian Giant 
tomatoes were highly desired by many in Cabin 
John. Mrs. Worsham was a homemaker and expert 
seamstress who made clothing for herself and 
family members and did alterations for others in 
Cabin John. Uva remembers her mother canning 
chicken along with vegetables from their own 
back yard. 

Uva Cable’s house on MacArthur Boulevard.
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Golfer Lew Worsham, circa 1940.
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CABLE
cont. from page 11

MHIC 39468    Insured 

The location of the Worsham home put the 
family in the center of things. Tuohey’s 
Tavern and the Firehouse were across the 
street and the Junior Hall was on the far 
corner. Many social activities were held at 
the Junior Hall and the Firehouse. Later, 
Uva’s daughter, Judi, became a member of 
the Fire Department’s majorettes, the “CJs.” 

Percy Redden’s daughter, Geraldine 
(“Jerry”) Redden Shaw, was one of Uva’s 
friends and told her many stories of early 
Cabin John Park. Jerry’s grandmother lived 
in the white house on the opposite corner of 

In times past, Cabin Johners often hung out together and were 
involved in many local activities. So it wasn’t unusual that 
marriages occurred between long-term Cabin John families. The 
Cables, Swishers, Peytons, and Fyocks are closely connected. 

Wayne Swisher, who has lived in Cabin John since 1942, is also 
grandfather and great-grandfather to the Cable grandchildren. 
His daughter Dana, married to Roger Lupton, was a Cable by 
previous marriage to Uva Cable’s son Douglas P. Cable and 
mother of four Cable children (Douglas, Dawn, Donald, and 
Darla). Another connection, Uva Cable’s daughter Judi and 

Dana were both in the Cabin John majorettes, the CJs, in the 
1960s. Long-time Cabin John resident Frances Peyton is the 
grandmother of Judi Cable Peyton Stilwell’s daughter Amie St. 
Angelo and great-grandmother to Amie’s five children. Laveta 
Fyock, who died last year, also had lived in Cabin John for 
decades and her daughter, Myrta Fyock, married Frances’ son 
Mark Peyton. They currently reside in Potomac. Laveta’s son 
David Fyock and daughter Marilyn Fyock continue to live in 
Cabin John. David’s son Kevin Fyock, Laveta’s grandson, married 
Uva’s granddaughter Dawn Cable. Have you got it all straight? 
Just ask the Cables, Swishers, Peytons, and Fyocks. 

All in the Family

From left to right: Suzanne Cable, Darla Cable, Patrick Cable, Uva Cable, Kyle Fyock, Roger Lupton,  
Dana Swisher Cable Lupton (with Justin Cable in front), Evan Taylor, Wayne Swisher, Don Cable,  

Zachary Cable, Tyler Fyock, Dawn Cable Fyock, and Kevin Fyock.
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 19 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280. 

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-263-2783. 

CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER & GET ORGANIZED. Call Melanie at 301-263-
9482, or visit: www.cabinjohnorganizing.com. 

79th Street and married William Case who opened 
a small eating place in front of their house. Uva 
continues to have conversations almost daily with 
another Cabin John friend, Mary Hook Morgal. 

Uva also remembers hearing how Mrs. Redden 
disliked the house after Conduit Road was raised 
several feet higher to accommodate the second 
aqueduct. That change placed the house lower than 
the street.

Weight restrictions to protect the conduit limited 
heavy trucks on the road. It was a quiet street. 
“There wasn’t much traffic then, not like the 
congestion we have today,” she noted. 

After she married, Uva continued to live in her 
parents’ home with her husband and their two 
children, Douglas and Judi, until the 1950s when 
they moved to Cabin John Gardens. While raising 
her family, and with the child care help of her 
mother, Uva did clerical and administrative work 
at the Army Map Service, David Taylor Model 
Basin, Suburban Hospital, and National Institutes of 
Health before she retired.

Currently living in Cabin John are Uva’s 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren: Douglas 
W. Cable; Dawn Cable Fyock and Kevin Fyock, 
Kyle and Tyler Fyock; Donald and Suzanne Cable, 
Patrick, Zachary and Justin Cable; Darla Cable and 
Evan Taylor.

Uva Cable
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PO Box 164
Cabin John, MD 20818, USA

ClassifiedsClassifieds THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $5 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
milerjefferson@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Apr. 9, for the 
issue mailing Apr. 19. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: 
Mike Miller and Tim 
Weedlun–editors, Barbara 
and Reed Martin–distribution 
& proofreading, Lorraine 
Minor–business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,  
Barbara Martin. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above 
address

Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

HANDYMAN: Living right here 
in your neighborhood. 17 years 
experience. Electrical, Carpentry, 
Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, 
Plumbing, Bathroom & Kitchen 
Renovations. Big and small jobs 
welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.

ART ASSISTANT wANTED. 
Project requires technical accuracy 
and patience. 5-10 hours a week. Good 
opportunity for a student. G. Quinn, 
email: temp1@planetquinn.com

DAFFODIL PLANTS. Yours free 
when you promise to attend one CJCA 
meeting in the 2008-2009 year.  Martin 
301-229-3482.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and 
payment of $0.25 per word by the 
deadline. If you have questions, call 
Lorraine Minor at 301-229-3515.


