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Report on the 38th Annual Crab/Chicken Feast
The 38th Annual Cabin John
Crab and Chicken Feast was a
scorcher with highs in the 90s, but
it didn’t keep people away! On the
contrary: over 620 tickets were sold,
including just over 250 walk-ins.
Maybe word of the tables set up in
the air-conditioned community room
got out. Sitting inside or out, there
was cool music, fresh lemonade,
and iced soda, water, beer, and
wine to chill out with. Some like it
hot, and for those, there was fresh
and delicious crabs and chicken,
pizza, and popcorn, not to mention
the Snow White face-painter, the
balloon-animalist and magician, and
the bike parade down MacArthur.

© Burr Gray

by Tina Rouse

Lisa Landsman, Harry Rieckelman, John Rabner and
Rachel Gray setting up the tables for the annual feast.

In the end, this year’s Crab Feast
netted a total of $4153, up 26% from last year.
This money goes to support Cabin John Citizen’s
Association activities like the annual Fourth of July
parade, the Halloween and Holiday parties, and the
creek clean-up. Money raised will also pay for the
upcoming book on Cabin John’s history and the
new directory. We hope to see you chomping on
chicken or picking crabs next year for such a good
cause and such a good time!

Without the hard work and good humor of the
volunteers, none of this would be possible. Thanks
go to: 1) Clare Amoruso and Lisa Landsman for
heading up the advance ticket sales, and their
crew—Connie Bergfors, Jean Betz, Judy Brookes,
Joanne Carl, Diana Carter, Daphne Clones, Angela
Coppola, Deborah Duffy, Carolyn Evans, Eric
Federing, Brandon Fortune, Jean Hay, Dominique
(continued on page 7)
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Haunted House Thrills on Oct. 28
The 2nd Annual Haunted House
at Clara Barton Community
Center will be held Oct.28
from 4 to 6 pm. Once again,
FCBCC and various frightful
CJ residents will create a scary
experience the Sunday before
Halloween. Hope you will visit
and be very frightened. All ages
welcome. Refreshments served.
If you want to help with the
event in any way, please contact
Burr Gray (703-607-2740 or
burrgray@aol.com).
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Neighborly News
Naomi Denell died October 2. She and Tommy
had been married 64 years, and had lived in
Cabin John for over 50 of those years—first in
the Gardens and then on Arden Road. Their son
and daughter-in-law are Billy and Dawn Denell,
longtime residents on 75th Place with their children,
Kara and Brian Denell. Naomi was a Notary
Public who was cheerfully available to all of us.
John Kohlhafer died in September. John lived
with his wife, Frances Kohlhafer, on 75th Street
across from the Community Center. John retired
from David Taylor Model Basin in 1979, after 30
years as a machinist.

by Barbara Martin
Correction: Mary Morgal called to say that the
Cabin John Majorettes were started by Margaret
Lawrence and Dottie Clark. Mary started helping
with the group a bit later.
Please email me at barbmartin@comcast.net or
call 301-229-3482 with news of your family or
neighbors, present or past. Let me know of births,
deaths, new residents, significant events. You are
the reporters for our community.

Community
Calendar

OCT

21...................... Historic Panel Dedication

Seven Locks Rd & Cypress Grove Ln
2:30 pm (see p. 13)

23.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 8)

28.....................................Haunted House
Clara Barton Center
4 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

NOV

4. ....................... Bannockburn Craft Show

Bannockburn Clubhouse
(Laverock Ln & Bannockburn Dr)
11 am - 4 pm (see p. 13)

DEC

27.......................................CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm

2. ................................Holiday Craft Show
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Clara Barton Center
1 - 6 pm
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The Third House on the Left
by Ger Quinn

© Ger Quinn

My house has been a long-running
project for me, and I know that
the same is true for many of my
neighbors. I wrote this and submitted
it to the Village News hoping that
some of my neighbors would also
tell the stories of their houses. As you
may detect, my perspective makes me
more interested in process and change,
and less interested in reaching a finish
line. And my house shows it. The big
changes that have occurred in Cabin
John during the last few years have
moved me to try to understand how
my changes have been part of—or at
Ger Quinn’s house originally turned its back to the big yard. Now, a wraparound
odds with—the general drift of things.
porch, new entrance, and strong horizontal lines change the orientation.
This article tells some of the things
I’ve learned that I thought would interest others.
I know this story because the oldest neighbor on
my street told me, although without the sense if
Ratchetting Up
irony that it has since taken on for me. She and her
After 23 years, I’m no longer the new guy in
husband bought the first house on the street shortly
my little corner of Cabin John. Three neighbors
after he had come home from World War II. She
moved on last year, and their departures
told me that the street was a gravel lane beneath a
unleashed big changes—seismic changes it has
canopy of mature trees. She told me that some of
seemed, at times, as I see the earth heaved up and
the trees that were
buildings in ruins. Two neighbors were original
cut down to clear the
owners who had raised their families, outlived
building site for my
their spouses, and held on to their independence
house were milled into
well into their eighties.
lumber and used in the
construction. I come
Here’s a story: A woman physician decided to build across Poplar boards
a house. She wanted a contemporary design and
often in my neverenough space for a comfortable home office. She
ending renovations,
found a beautiful wooded lot adjoining the creek
and knowing their
in Cabin John and hired a contractor who had built
source has made me
houses for an architect whose work she admired.
always try to find a
The house came out splendidly (there were a
way to reuse them.
few cost-cutting compromises along the way, but
nothing that couldn’t be amended later). She moved I was reminded of
in. So far, so good. Then things started changing.
those trees a few
Her next-door neighbor built a new house that
years ago when a
disappointed her. The things it emphasized and the
builder cleared a
things it neglected were at odds with her vision of
grove of stately old
the neighborhood. The woods and the serenity that
beech trees nearby
had attracted her to Cabin John suddenly seemed
(needlessly, I thought)
besieged by development and construction. House
to make room for
after house, lot after lot, things changed quickly.
some new houses. It
She gave up, sold her house at a nice profit and
was sad and shocking
moved farther out to a place that suited her better.
to see, and some folks
That was in 1954, and the house that Dr. Barret
got quite upset and
built is now my house.
(continued on page 5)
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Looking Back in Cabin John

by Andrew E. Rice

Going to School in Cabin John
Our community doesn’t have an elementary school
of its own, and in fact, over the years Cabin John
children have attended many different schools.
Schooling seems to have begun in 1867 when the
first public school in Cabin John—a one-room log
cabin—was built on a plot of land
that had been used as a cemetery for
Irish laborers who died of cholera
while digging the C & O Canal in
the 1830’s. In 1885, a somewhat
larger frame building—but still with
only one room—was constructed
nearby, and this structure served as
the town’s school until 1914.
In those segregationist days, however,
this school was only open to white
children. For black children, a
separate public school, known as
Moore’s School, was established in
1880. Some years later, the Gibson
Grove AME Zion Church, founded in
1898, began providing schooling in its
building. The two schools were consolidated in 1911
and classes were held at the church until 1922 when
the County closed the school for low attendance. For
five years thereafter there was no school for Cabin
John’s black children.
Meanwhile, a school on Wilson Lane, known as
Crockett’s Academy, had been officially renamed
in 1914 as the Glen Echo School, and Cabin
John’s white children
were transferred to it.
They walked to school
Volunteers Needed For Directory
across the Union Arch
Bridge (some, it is
The Cabin John Directory is now nearly 4
said, on the parapets)
years old and it’s time to start planning for
to attend school in a
an updated version. Checking each name,
three-room building.
address and phone number along with arGuy Jewell, its principal
ranging advertising and other listings is
beginning in 1925,
a lengthy process and we’re now looking
later described it as
for volunteers to help with this project so
“three rooms heated
that hopefully we can issue a new directory
by potbellied stoves...
sometime in 2009. If you’re interested in
There was a wide
helping out, please contact Mike Miller at
center hall where
milerjefferson@hotmail.com. Thanks!
everybody kept his
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coat in bad weather, and there was a pump in the
yard where you went to get a drink of water. The
toilet facilities were two little buildings at the far
corners....of the yard.”
Until about 1923 the District of Columbia schools
were open to Cabin John children and many
children went into the District. But, once this
opportunity for better schooling was cut off, the
schoolhouse on Wilson Lane became overcrowded
and it became evident that a new building was
needed. Glen Echo and Cabin John had a long
dispute about where the school was to be located.
It was finally resolved by the House of Delegates
in Annapolis by awarding the site to Cabin John
but with the understanding that the school would
be called the Glen Echo-Cabin John School.
With the opening of this school (later renamed
the Clara Barton School) in 1927, Cabin John
had a modern school building which, in fact,
won awards for its architect, Howard Cutler.
Almost simultaneously the Board of Education
reestablished a school for black children which,
from 1931 on, was located on River Road.
Fast forward to 1955 and the beginning of racial
integration in Montgomery County. Clara Barton
School was a leader in this process, with teachers
and parents working together to assure a peaceful
transition. For many years thereafter the school
was very much a center of community life.
Declining attendance, however, brought about its
closing in 1973 and the transfer of Cabin John
children to the Bannockburn School. For some
time the fate of the building was undetermined;
for a while it was used for Board of Education
administrative offices, and two private schools,
St. Andrews and the Washington International
School, temporarily rented classrooms there for
their expanding student bodies. It even housed the
Cabin John Post Office for several years before the
shopping center opened.
Today, eighty years old and considerably
expanded from its original size, we can be glad
that it continues to serve Cabin John as our
community center.
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& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer
& Amy Mermelstein
Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors
For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.
Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477
www.abeillehomes.com
QUINN
cont. from page 3

The trees that covered the thumb of ground between
Cabin John Creek and the C&O Canal almost
certainly grew because of neglect. It must have
been a sorry sight to see this formerly verdant
farmland abandoned and left to grow up in a jumble
of sticker bushes and saplings. I have heard that
the Washington Monument was visible from Cabin
John in the early 20th Century. Visible, maybe—but
it would take a lot of convincing before I could
accept that Cabin John offered anything that
could reasonably be described as a “view” of the
monuments. Like many things I’ve heard about
old Cabin John, this sounds a bit exaggerated.
But it does tell me that a hundred years ago there
were few trees. This was high rolling farmland.
The farmland fell into neglect, the saplings grew
into trees, and along came a developer named
Tomlinson who divided the creek valley and the

abandoned fields
into building lots
and promised in
his sales literature
anything a buyer
was willing to
believe. View of
the monuments?
You bet. How
about some
buried treasure?
Sorry to break it
to you callously,
but that bit about
Cabin John’s
buried treasure
was most likely
an enticement to
buyers originated
by Tomlinson.
I’m the third
owner of the
house Dr. Barret
built. She sold the
house to a patient,
Theresa Jessup
and her husband,
(continued on page 11)

© Ger Quinn

condemned everybody from the builder to the tree
cutters to the mortgage bankers to—you name it.
As if any of our yards had sprung into creation
as fully developed building sites. That incident
really made something clear to me—that people
are prone to believe that the state of the world in
which they first found it is the correct state. Those
trees were there when I first came; therefore, they
belong. What is harder to recognize is that when I
first came, I was the change.

Walls of glass and a lightweight corner treatment make
the floor and roof planes seem to float above the trees.

5

The Village News

38th Annual Cabin John Crab and
Chicken Feast Ledger Sheet
		
ITEM
COST REVENUE
TOTAL
REVENUE				
Beverages				
$2,261.75
		
Lemonade		 $1,000.00
		
Soda		
$216.25
		
Beer		
$830.26
		
Wine		
$180.76
		
Water		
$34.49
Snacks				
$216.90
		
Pizza		
$152.00
		
Popcorn		
$64.90
Tickets				
$6,231.00
		
Advance Sales		 $3,480.00		
		
Door Sales		 $2,751.00
Contributions			
$200.00
Fundraising Sales			

$425.00

		
Posters		
$35.00
		
T-shirts		
$95.00
		
Postcards		
$1.00		
		
Stickers		
$10.00
		
Bake Sale		
$284.00		
TOTAL REVENUE			
$9,334.65
EXPENSES					
Permits				
Tickets				
Entertainment			

($60.00)
0
($335.00)

Beverages				
		
Lemonade
($250.00)		
		
Soda
($60.07)
		
Beer
($230.63)
		
Wine
($50.21)
		
Water
($9.58)
		
Ice
($240.00)
Snacks				
		
Pizza
($104.48)
		
Popcorn
($39.53)
Food				
Equipment				

($840.49)

($2,001.11)
($1,557.59)

Miscellaneous			

($242.95)

TOTAL EXPENSES			

($5,181.15)

NET PROCEEDS				

$4,153.50

© Tina Rouse

($144.01)

Reed Martin, below, assists Burr Gray, above, with
setting up the banner across MacArthur Blvd.
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CRAB FEAST
cont. from page 1

Maggio, Maris Miles, Siew Omori, Melanie PattCorner, Susan Roberts, Tina Rouse, Kathy Siefken,
Gloria Slayton, Jan Smith, Oona Stieglitz, Bob
Wilkoff, and Maureen Willoughby.
2) Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter and Lisa
Nicholson for drumming up publicity, Ruth, Nate,
and Cassie Rabner for putting up the flyers, and
Jack Suber for donating the printing of posters,
flyers, and the tickets.
3) Lisa Landsman for arranging for and donating to
the equipment rental.

5) Karen Melchar and Robin Gurley for purchasing
all the veggies needed and their crew of sous-chefs,
who peeled, snapped, chopped, and boiled for the
cause—Tom, Kathleen, Charlie, and Liam Black;
Lisa Gappa-Norris; Tony Guida; Philip Gurley;
Helen, William, and Ellie Harris; Ping, Justin,
Caitlin, and Gillian Lee; Lisan Martin; Joseph
Norris; Shafi Noss; Ruth, Nate, and Cassie Rabner;
Missy and Brian Rabner; Cheryl Roberts; Larry
and Abe Sauer; Benno and Phoebe Schmidt; and
Ghina Siddiqui.
6) Ralph Osborne and Frank Ritzenberger for
procuring the crabs and chicken, and Mark Murray
for procuring and delivering the rest of the food,
drink, and equipment.
7) Nicki Wright and her kitchen crew, who took
all those veggies and turned them into delicious
side dishes—Amal Beckdash, Helen Daniel, Linda
Green, Lori Rieckelman, Susan Shipp, and Mary
K. Young,
8) Burr Gray and the people who helped with
picking up, setting up, and returning the tables
and chairs—Phil Amoruso, Rick Duffy, Larry
Heflin, Mark Leatherman, Ted Wilmarth, and
Nafri and Jorge from Hughes Landscaping. Also,
the people who helped with covering the tables
with brown paper—Alyssa Alloway, Melissa Bell,
Michelle Cousté, Rachel Gray, Lynn Hopkins, Lisa
Landsman, Kyra McKinna, John and Cassie Rabner,
Harry and Lori Rieckelman, and Mary K. Young.
9) Ruth Rabner, and her crew for another successful
Bike Parade to the Crab Feast—Dominique Maggio
and John, Nate, and Cassie Rabner.

© Burr Gray

4) Burr Gray, Reed Martin, and Mark Murray for
hanging and taking down the banner.
Hughes Landscaping employees Jorge and Nafri join Mark Leatherman,
Rick Duffy and Phil Amoruso as part of the setup/teardown crew.
10) Jim Heller, Barbara Martin, and Elaine and
Mario Tama for serving as ticket wranglers.
11) Pete Cousté as crabmeister, and his crew—Jim
Crutchfield, Ron Roberson, Clay Kingsley, David
Rosen, Alex Rosen, Michelle Cousté, Toby Lloyd,
Bennitt Ross, and Bill Jobst.
12) Richard Hopkins
as head chicken
cooker and his
team—Chris Buscetta,
Lynn Hopkins, Daniel
Hopkins, Ritch Kepler,
and Antonio Rico.
13) Clare Amoruso,
again, for overseeing
the food service,
and her crew of
servers—Bramman
Avery, Leslie Baldwin,
Sondra Baxt, Connie
Bergfors, Lu Coleman,
Helen Daniel,
Walt Dence, Susan
Gelb, Linda Green,
Meredith Griggs,
Karen Melchar, Maris
Miles, Andy Rice,
Susan Roberts, Benno
Schmidt, Nancy
Shaw, Kathy Siefken,

Hughes Landscaping

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)
Landscaping Professionals
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial - Mowing & Maintenance
Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber
Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com
Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

(continued on page 9)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Oct. 23, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) financial
support for the Village News, 2) summary of
recent favorable judicial decision regarding
proposed pipestem lot on 78th St., 3) events
for next spring/summer to recognize 400th
anniversary of Captain John Smith’s exploration
of the Chesapeake and Potomac River in 1608,
and 4) latest on aircraft noise.
Minutes from the Sept. 25 CJCA meeting—1)
PEPCO representatives, Wyanetta Brown & Dave
Gould provided a two-year history of Cabin John
area outages, indicating 18 outages of differing
durations plus 20 momentary outages. To
mitigate outages in the Cabin John area, PEPCO
will trim some trees; add plastic animal guards at
transformers; in the future add addressable radio
controlled switches which “phone home” with
location of open switches. PEPCO is also in the
process of re-distributing power loads between
75th and Mac Arthur, 75th and Tomlinson &
76th Street so that an outage in one area
does not result in an outage in the other
area. The best number to call if you
experience an outage is 1-877-PEPCO62
(877-737-2662).
2) Property at 79th and MacArthur Blvd—
CJCA VP Gabrielle Herderschee Hunter
presented a written summary update of
the July 17, 2007 Hemmingway Homes
presentation (and followup conversation)
for the proposed 5-house residential
development at 79th and MacArthur Blvd.
Anyone who wants a copy should make
a request to CJCA Secretary Julia Rogers
(320-4195).
3) Moses Hall/Cemetery Restoration—
Charlie Black talked about Boy Scout
Troup 233’s interest and willingness to
help with restoration of the Moses Hall
cemetery. (Subsequently, on Oct. 7 the
troop cleared brush from the cemetery and
created a path that goes half way from
the cemetery to Seven Locks Road. A
few days later, Daniel Gude, of DC Gude
Excavating, extended that path to Seven
Locks Rd.)
4) Friends of the Clara Barton
Community Center (FCBCC)—Leslie
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by Burr Gray

Barden, VP of FCBCC, spoke of projects that
FCBCC has undertaken and items purchased on
behalf of the Center. All of these efforts benefit
the CJ community quite directly due to heavy use
of the Center by CJ residents. Leslie congratulated
the community for having over 40 people attend
the hearing last summer regarding County funds
for and changes to the Community Center.
FCBCC plans to continue support of current
activities and proposed events such as art lessons,
Tai-Chi, additional senior programs, Haunted
House, etc. FCBCC is careful not to overlap with
programs and responsibilities of the County. A
motion was made, seconded, and approved to
donate $1,000 to FCBCC.
Don’t Forget to Collect Black Walnuts &
Other Nuts During the Rest of October—Just a
reminder that until Nov. 1, the Potomac Watershed
Partnership and the Potomac Conservancy are
accepting black walnuts and certain other nuts at
the Locust Grove Nature Center on Democracy
Blvd. The nuts/acorns are then sent to the MD and
VA state nurseries. The nuts/acorns in demand
besides black walnuts are listed at the following
website: www.growingnative.org. You may not
be able to amass a collection like that of Danny
and Margaret Harris (see photo on page 9), but
whatever you gather will be appreciated.
Results of the Sept. 30 Blood Drive—Cabin
Johners and other local residents donated 45
pints of blood for local hospitals last month. This
means that we have collected just over 900 pints
of blood since CJCA first organized these blood
drives starting in 2001. Many many thanks to the
individuals who donated (whom we don’t list for
reasons of privacy), and many thanks to the other
folks who helped with the drive. Karen Melchar
handled appointments; Lisan Martin made reminder
phone calls; the sign-in table was manned by
Jordan Chadwick, Debbie and Andrew Beers, Colin
Roukin, and Phoebe Schmidt.
Dues Notice—Please pay your dues for the 07-08
year. We included an envelope in last month’s issue
of the Village News, but if you can’t find that, you
can send the check for $15/household to CJCA, PO
Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818. Dues and gifts
to CJCA are not tax deductible. Please consider
adding a little bit extra to help with publication next
summer of the book on Cabin John’s history.
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CRAB FEAST
cont. from page 7

Stephanie Smart, and Elaine Tama.
14) Dave Murphy and his lemon squeezers—Ryan
Davison, Ahmed Hamzouli, Jeremiah Murphy, and
Olivia Murphy.
15) Trudi Bick for keeping us all cool with
refreshing drinks, with the help of Lisan Cash, Rita
Gerharz, Florence Lehr, Alison Ross, and Joel Todd.
16) Bob Epstein for his popcorn machine, and Jean
Betz, Taylor Biegel, Joe Duffy, Lisa Landsman,
Aaron Leibman, and Caitlin West, for keeping us
well stocked in freshly popped popcorn.
17) Susan Roberts and her pizza vendors—
Aaron Ammerman, Alex Karosmagolu, Hunter
McConnell, and Kyra McKenna.
18) Nick Schacht for serenading us throughout.

20) Dawn Page, director of the Cabin John/
Brookmont Children’s Program, and the CJBCP
parents for feeding our collective sweet tooth with
the bake sale.

© Judy Welles

19) Clare and Phil Amoruso, Michelle Kane,
Linda Green, Mark Murray, Carrie Stokes, Wayne
Stone, Jennifer Winn, and Nicki Wright for taking
on the unenviable task of clean-up during and after
the event.
Margaret and Danny Harris pose with their bounteous black walnut
collection for Potomac Conservancy’s “Growing Native” progam.

We’d also like to thank the Montgomery County
Dept of Recreation, which allowed us to use the
center for free all day; Glen Echo Baptist Church,
the Church of the Redeemer, and the St. George
Coptic Orthodox Church for lending us the tables
and chairs; the Bethesda Co-op for providing the
produce for the Crab Feast; John Hughes and
Hughes Landscaping for their trucks and strong
backs; our face painter, Brooke Houghton, from
The Party Masters; and the Cabin John Volunteer
Fire Department for hosing down the playground
after the Crab Feast.

Note from Editor—And finally, but most
importantly, many kudos and thanks go to Tina
Rouse, who organized a terrific Crab Feast for the
second year in a row.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Sept/Oct 2007
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:
7864 Archbold Ter (rent)
7864 Archbold Ter
6424 83rd Pl
7501 MacArthur Blvd
6523 79th Pl
6416 83rd Pl
8016 MacArthur Blvd
7410 Arden Rd
7711 MacArthur Blvd
SOLD:
6420 83rd St
6715 Tomlinson Ct

List Price
$1,850
$525,000
$699,000
$995,000
$999,500
$1,275,000
$1,325,000
$1,799,000
$1,895,000
Listed
$835,000
$1,249,000

WITHDRAWN:
7914 Long Ridge Ct (rent)
$5,150
6508 Seven Locks Rd
$620,000
6509 Seven Locks Rd
$925,000
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BR
3
3
3
5
5
5
4
5
6

FB
2
2
2
3
4
4
4
6
5

HB
1
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
1

Lvl
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
3

Fpl
0
0
2
1
1
1
1
2
1

Sold		
$802,500 (with $10,000 subsidy)
$1,249,000
5
4
4

3
2
3

1
0
0

3
3
3

2
1
1
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QUINN
cont. from page 5

Holiday Craft Show
Mark your calendar! The Friends of the Clara Barton Community
Center is sponsoring a free HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW on Sunday,
December 2nd, from 1 to 6 pm featuring artisans from our community.
(As you know, the center is located at 7425 MacArthur Boulevard in
Cabin John-just north of the Cabin John Bridge.)
Plan to come, admire, and shop! There’ll be all kinds of crafts
for sale—jewelry, beads, candles, Christmas items, wood crafts,
prints,ceramics, glass items, dolls, soap and more! Refreshments—
sodas, cider, coffee, cookies—will be available for a modest fee. So
stop in and enjoy!
P.S. Hello, local CRAFTS PEOPLE! There are still some slots
open—if you are interested in having a table at the Holiday Craft
Show, call the Clara Barton Community Center, 301-229-0010.
Director Modestine Snead or her staff can advise you. There is
no commission on sales; just a flat fee of $25 per table (if you
wish, you can share a table with another craftsperson; or you can
arrange for two tables). Proceeds from these fees and from the
sale of refreshments go to support the activities and services to the
community that the Center provides.

Autumn 2007 at

REDEEMER
■ SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

The Holy Eucharist
Adult Education
Choral Eucharist
Sunday School & Nursery Care

8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

■ DEDICATORY ORGAN FESTIVAL

Friday, 19 October ▪ 8:00 pm
John Walker, organ
John Walker, organ
Saturday, 20 October ▪ 8:00 pm
Sunday, 21 October ▪ 5:00 pm Nathan Laube, organ
Admission is free. Reception to follow each concert.

THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER
6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, Maryland 20816
(301) 229-3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net

www.redeemerbethesda.org

John. The Jessups lived here 14 years before John
died, then after living here another 15 years alone,
Theresa packed up and moved to Florida. When I
moved in I found some of her old papers, including
part of her application to Smith College in 1920.
Among other things, it said, “…I travelled around
the world twice before I was 10 years old.” She
planted hundreds of lilies in the yard and a vine that
she thought would make a good ground cover. She
quickly realized her mistake, but not before the vine
had devoured almost half the lot. I battle it still,
trying to prevent it from breaking out of the yard
and into the adjacent woods.
My house was designed in the glass and redwood
style that has come to be called Mid-Century
modern. It is a modest house, that being more
an ideal than a constraint. I grew up admiring
modern houses because they embodied qualities
that seemed most promising to me—they were
open, utilitarian and democratic. In a world still
smoldering from the War, it was good to imagine
that homes need not reflect fortresses and castles
and that smart design could change the equation
between living standards and income levels. The
desire for economy and efficiency (which in the
1950s were still seen as self-evident virtues)
determined the very form and concept of the style.
But, like all utopian ideals, modern houses require
a few concessions. The practicalities of everyday
living in open spaces eluded me for a long time.
One of my smartest choices was to simply observe
the house for a couple of years before I started
making any big changes. This showed me things
that were impossible to see from a single time
frame—seasonal changes in the light, the heating
and cooling situation, and also the patterns of
movement and usage that emerged from living
here. Things were not perfect. As I noted before,
compromises had been made during construction,
some probably having to do with costs, but there
also seems to have been some major alterations of
the variety that drive builders crazy. As a result,
there were beams in places where no beams were
needed, and posts missing from places where they
should have been. My plan from the start was to let
the house become what it was originally intended to
be. The Jessups had cluttered the open space with
lots of little closets, cupboards and shelves. My first
modifications were to start removing most of what
they had built in. A house prescribes many of the
patterns of the life that can be lived there, and the
Jessups do not seem to have been temperamentally
(continued on page 12)
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QUINN
cont. from page 11

suited to spareness of modern architecture. Not
everyone is.
One day I had a party, and one of the guests
stepped through the door, looked around and said
to me, “Charles Goodman.” “Hello, Charles, I
answered, glad to meet you.” “No,” he said, “I’m
Lester. I’m talking about the architect. This is a
Charles Goodman house.” I had never heard of
Charles Goodman at the time. A few weeks later
Lester arranged for me to tour several houses in
Hollin Hills, a development south of Alexandria
designed by Charles Goodman in the early 1950s.
I’ll probably never know the exact connection
between my house and Charles Goodman, but his
signature elements from Hollin Hills are present
here—a 2/12 roof pitch with cathedral ceiling,
open floor plan, some unusual framing details
(extensive cantilevering), and the window wall
grid that is identical in every respect to that used
in all the Hollin Hills houses. Maybe Goodman
designed it; maybe one of his apprentices did.
At a minimum, the builder knew his patterns.
But there are also things about my house that are
clearly not Goodman’s—principally the site plan.
One of the unique things about Hollin Hills is the
street layout and the way the houses are sited—not
in a regular grid along uniform set-backs, but in
conformance to the terrain. It looks more like a big
park than a subdivision.
Although the house was not well sited, it has one
big compensating advantage. It was designed from
the start to harmonize with the surroundings. It
is low, with the horizontal elements dominating.
That, together with the walls of glass, make the
outside seem to flow through the house. In my
modifications, I tried to adhere to the horizontal
emphasis and the extension of the visual space to
the outside. I made up a few simple rules that help
me decide the million details that arise in every
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building project. By always referring to the rules,
the results stay consistent. For example, when a
vertical and horizontal element cross, I always
make the horizontal dominant. That has worked
out well. Except for one thing—I haven’t gotten
the inside and outside working together the way I
would like. Because the interior opens so freely to
the outside, landscaping decisions make themselves
felt inside the house. Charles Goodman understood
that and worked closely with a landscape designer.
I blunder along with most things I undertake, and
sooner or later, get them right, but the glaring
exception is my so-called landscaping. It has not
been a feeble attempt—I’ve moved tons of material
and spent plenty on plants. I’m making progress,
but slowly and after a lot of misplaced effort.
Editor’s Note: Part 2 of Ger Quinn’s article will
appear in next month’s Village News. Do you
have an interesting story to tell about YOUR
house? If so, we’d like to hear from you.
Contact Tim Weedlun at tim_weedlun@msn.com
or 301-320-1164.

Neighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience, references. Call
Siew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-263-2783.
CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER & GET ORGANIZED. Call Melanie at 301-2639482, or visit: www.cabinjohnorganizing.com.
CARPENTER, HANDYMAN. Local tradesman to do all types of
remodeling and renovations. Handyman services also available. Small
jobs also welcome. Call Dana in Cabin John at 301-320-4206.

BANNOCKBURN CRAFT SHOW
Come see what your neighbors have created for
this year’s craft and art show at the Bannockburn
Clubhouse, Sunday, Nov. 4. Jewelry, pottery,
clothing, decorated household objects, and
other gifts will be on sale from 11 to 4 p.m. The
clubhouse is at Laverock Lane and Bannockburn
Drive. Follow the signs up the hill from MacArthur
Boulevard and turn left into the clubhouse drive.
Information: 301-229-4045.
Panel Dedication Oct. 21
On October 21 at 2:30 pm, there
will be a ceremony to install the
historical panel which offers
a brief history of Moses Hall
(former meeting place of Cabin
John’s black community in
Cabin John’s early years) and
the Gibson Grove AME Zion
Church. The event will occur near
the intersection of Seven Locks
Road and Cypress Grove Lane, so
park along Cypress Grove Road.
Members of the Church will be
present along with some of our
elected representatives. All are
welcome and refreshments will
be served.
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: Living right here in your
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.
WATERCOLOR CLASSES. Small, friendly
classes for adults. Held in teacher’s Victorian
home in Garrett Park. Martha Seigel, MFA, The
American University, 26 years experience.
Call 301-946-5388.

Weekday mornings at:
Carderock Swim & Tennis Club

The Village News
PO Box 164
Cabin John, MD 20818, USA

DO YOU LOVE YOUR HOUSE? Then treat
yourself to a Home Portrait by Cabin John
resident, Robinwyn Lewis. Call 301-229-1623.
CELEBRATE your love of biking and your
love of Shakespeare! Check out the tee shirts
designed by Cabin John resident, Fred Zirm at
www.bikingwiththebard.com. Fred gives a $5
discount to local residents. You can e-mail him
at Bikebard@aol.com.
YOUNG COUPLE SEEKING HOUSING.
Looking for apt/condo near Cabin John.
Max rent $1,200. Local references
available. Call Steve 202-330-1233.
To place an ad in the Village News
classifieds, send us your ad and
payment of $0.25 per word by the
deadline. If you have questions, call
Lorraine Minor at 301-229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Nov. 14, for the
issue mailing Nov. 23.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible:
Mike Miller and Tim
Weedlun–editors, Barbara
and Reed Martin–distribution
& proofreading, Lorraine
Minor–business manager.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above
address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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