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Serving the people of Cabin John and beyond

Local Voices Are Urgently Needed March 29
To Help Rehabilitate the Clara Barton Center
On Thursday, March 29, 2007, from 7 to 9 pm,
there will be a Joint Public Forum on the
proposed FY 09-14 (fiscal years 2009-2014)
Capital Improvements Program budget at the
Montgomery Regional Office Auditorium located
at 8787 Georgia Avenue (corner of Spring St.)
in Silver Spring. To get the Clara Barton Center
rehabilitated, there must be multiple speakers,
representing different user groups and the several
communities it serves, to speak in support of
funding the rehabilitation of the Center.
At the last meeting of the county budget committee,
it was learned that the Clara Barton Center is not
on the present list of rehabilitation in the county’s
proposed projects. All voices need to be heard
loud and clear and in person. The county needs to
know that we are all united in our pleas to have
the Clara Barton Community Center added to the
list of centers for rehabilitation. We need to let
them know that the second floor is in dire need
of rehabilitation; that we need viable handicap
accessibility to all areas; that we are in desperate
need of storage and display space; that the heating

and air-conditioning systems need a major
overhaul; and that the many leaks in the roof that
cause damage to equipment and other items are
unacceptable.
The rehabilitation of the Clara Barton Community
Center has been promised over and over again.
Write, phone, be there—let your voice be heard.
You must sign up to attend by calling 301-4952511. For more information, send an email to
Patsy.Hedridck@mncppc.org.

Forty Years of The Village News For Sale on CD
by Tim Weedlun
Government leaders ask for more troops to fight
an increasingly unpopular war; parents complain
that the movies are
too violent; science
and technology offer
amazing new marvels;
Neighborly News.............................................
and everyone wonders
how the dramatic
Profile: Carolyn Projansky................................
changes in China will
impact the rest of the
CJCA News.....................................................
world. Headlines from
2007? Yes, but they
Cabin John Community Plan Part III.................
were also the hot topics
of 1967, the year Cabin
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John’s Village News
was born. General
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Westmoreland was
calling for an additional
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100,000 men to add to the 464,000 serving in
Vietnam; the taboo-breaking film Bonnie & Clyde
was paving the way for a movie ratings system;
the world was introduced to the Concorde—the
first supersonic airliner; Dr. Christiaan Barnard
performed the first successful heart transplant; and
Mao Zedong was consolidating communist power in
the Cultural Revolution.
Though not nearly as groundbreaking as these other
1967 events, the first issue of the Village News
appeared in April of that year. The newsletter had no
name at the beginning, so Editor Judith Toth held a
contest to come up with an appropriate moniker. The
winner won $1 plus 2 lbs. of Cabin John sausage
from the “Good and Quick” store (now Captain’s
Market). Though the issues that immediately follow
don’t record who this lucky person was, the name
(continued on page 3)
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Neighborly News

Here’s a note from Hope Nelsen Spencer who
grew up in Cabin John. “I have just moved back to
the Gardens with my husband Don Spencer and
our sons, Alex, 3, and Luke, 1. We live on Ericsson
Road, on the same street as my mother Cathie
Nelsen, my grandparents Boyd and Denise France,
and my aunt and uncle, Marie and Steve France.
It’s great to live so close to family, especially for my
young sons. I expect they will go to the same schools
I went to. My husband works in Virginia, and I’m
at home with the boys, on extensive maternity
leave from my job at the Library of Congress as a
reference librarian. It’s nice to be home.”
A bicycle was abandoned on 80th Street. Are you
missing one? If so, this one might be yours. Call
Andy Rice at 301-229-3503 and describe your
missing bike, and if it matches what he found, the
bike will be yours.

Community
Calendar
24........................ Growing Native Planting

Potomac Overlook Park
9:30 am - 12:30 pm (see p. 15)

MAR

Lee Dashner died in February. He lived on
Persimmon Tree Road at MacArthur. He was
the husband of Odette Heller Dashner. His son,
Richard Dashner, and granddaughter, Caitlin
Dashner, live in Great Falls, Virginia. His
stepsons are Henry Heller of Silver Spring and
Christopher Heller of Phoenix, Arizona. Mr.
Dashner received his Masters degree from St.
Louis Universiy and worked for the Department of
Agriculture. He moved to Cabin John in 1950.

Please let me know about what’s going on in your
neighborhood. New neighbors, babies, or news of
former residents? I’m at barbmartin@comcast.net
or 301-229-3482.

27.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 6)

29............................ Budget Public Forum
8787 Georgia Avenue
7 - 9 pm (see p. 1)

31....................................Spring Egg Hunt

CJ Bridge Lower Playground
10 am (see p. 13)

21............................Flea Market/Yard Sale

Clara Barton Center
9 am - 2 pm (see p. 13 & 15)
21................................. CJ Creek Cleanup
CJ Bridge Lower Playground
9:30 am - noon (see p. 13)
21..... Bannockburn Elementary Fundraiser
Glen Echo Park
7 - 10 pm

APR

Many of you donated money for a memorial bench
and tree, in remembrance of Diane Leatherman,
who died in January 2006. A short dedication time
is scheduled for Saturday, May 19 at 5 pm at the
community center. A crape myrtle tree has been
planted and an extra-large, very attractive bench
installed with a plaque commemorating Diane.
Please plan to take a few minutes to attend; there
will be a time to share any memory you would like.

by Barbara Martin

22..................... Classical Music Concerts

two locations
3 pm & 5 pm (see p. 14)

MAY

28................................ Bike Donation Day
Little Falls Shopping Center
11 am - 3 pm (see p. 15)

5. ......................... River Center Reopening



Lockhouse 8
10 am - 2 pm (see p. 11)

The Village News
NEWS CD
cont. from page 1

“Village News” appears to have made its debut in
June 1967.
We have come a long way in 40 years. The initial
issues were run off a mimeograph machine
at Thomas Pyle Junior High school. A year’s
subscription of 10 issues cost $1, but the staff soon
discovered that there were not enough subscribers to
make the paper completely self-sustaining. In time,
printing costs were defrayed by hand-drawn display
ads and further supplemented by contributions from
the Cabin John Citizen’s Association. Years later, the
Village News was absorbed by the CJCA while still
retaining its “free press” autonomy. Today, we are
pretty much a self-supporting, all-digital non-profit
enterprise. Our monthly press run of 800 copies is
financed almost entirely by advertising.
We couldn’t have made the progress we’ve made
today without the hard work from the many, many
local volunteers who have contributed to the
newsletter over the years. We are especially indebted
to one of those volunteers, Andy Rice. In addition
to still contributing his regular history columns,
Andy once served as the newsletter’s editor during
the late 1970’s and much of the 1980’s. Since Andy
has maintained an archive of past newsletters, Burr
Gray approached him a few years ago to borrow
the collection to begin a project of digitizing and
preserving Cabin John’s more recent history for
future generations. Where there were gaps, Burr
contacted other long-time residents to see if they
had saved old issues as well. Further contributions
were made by Barbara & Reed Martin and Tommy

& Naomi Dennell. That collection is now
available on CD for the very reasonable
price of $10. There are still some gaps in
the coverage (for some reason, we don’t
have anything from 1969), but there are
roughly 385 issues on the CD, up to and
including the one you are currently holding
in your hand.
The issues have all been scanned and
converted into PDF (portable document
format) files to retain the appearance of
the originals. To view the files you will
need a PDF reader, which is available on
most newer operating systems, but can
also be downloaded for free from the
Internet. The most common program is
Adobe Reader available at www.adobe.
com. Not only can you view and print
past Village News issues as they originally
appeared, but you can do text searches
of the entire collection. A search of the
word “Vietnam,” for example, turns up 35
instances in 23 differerent documents.
If you’d like to purchase the CD, please cut
out or duplicate the form below and mail
it, along with a $10 check (payable to The
Village News) to: The Village News, ATTN:
Village News CD, P.O. Box 164, Cabin
John, MD 20818. We would like to have all
of the orders in by the end of April, so we
know how many CDs we need to produce.
Please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery.

Enclosed is a check for $________($10 per CD) for the Village
News: 1967-2007. Please send the CD(s) to the following:
Name:___________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________
________________________________________________
In case we need to reach you:
Phone: _ _________________________________________
or
E-mail: __________________________________________
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The Most Multi-Tasking Mom in Cabin John
by Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter
Cabin John is full of interesting people, not
least of whom is Carolyn Projansky, a local
documentary filmmaker who lives happily on
quirky 83rd Place—where old and new houses of
numerous styles and sizes are cobbled together in
an idiosyncratic but charming fashion. Carolyn is
currently in South Africa working on a 90-minute
documentary called “Breaking the Rules,” which
tells the stories of some white South Africans who
were part of the struggle against apartheid.



she was nine, her family moved to Skokie, a closein suburb. Not only did she spend almost every
summer day at the beach in her neighborhood,
her family also spent time at various cottages in
Wisconsin and Michigan.

Apart from making social issue documentaries
of her own creation, Carolyn is developing a
business working with non-profit organizations to
make films and to create what she calls “narrative”
or “storytelling” interactive websites. Her Cabin
John production company, Five Star Films, also
offers a local service of personal and family
history interviews.

Carolyn’s father was raised on the West Side of
Chicago by his mother and five aunts, most of
whom spoke only Yiddish and Russian. He had to
go to work at 13 to help support his family after his
father died. He became a businessman who owned
a succession of small family portrait photography
studios. Carolyn’s love for photography, and later
filmmaking, came from early opportunities to take
pictures with really good cameras. When she was
in high school, her father brought home darkroom
equipment he had received as collateral on a loan to
one of his employees. Carolyn spent the next year
or so learning to develop her own black and white
photos—until the employee paid off his loan and
they had to give the equipment back.

The consummate storyteller has a colorful life story
of her own. Born in Chicago in 1954, she grew up
on the north side of the city, right at the lake. When

Carolyn’s mother came to this country as a 17year-old Holocaust survivor from Hungary—the
only survivor from her immediate family. She and

her sister-in-law successfully ran a small women’s
clothing boutique in Skokie for about ten years.
She died from breast cancer when Carolyn was 22.
Carolyn has one sister who is three years older and
who still lives in Chicago with her daughter and
physician husband.
During high school, Carolyn was mostly interested
in her social life and creative writing. She began
her college career at Grinnell College in Iowa as
a general liberal arts major, then transferred to
Hampshire College in Massachusetts, where she
spent a year taking feminist studies classes before
coming to Washington, D.C. to do internships
on Capitol Hill. Her dream was to become a
constitutional lawyer specializing in women’s rights
cases. She worked for the National Organization
for Women and in the Congressional office of
New York’s Bella Abzug. That was an amazing
experience since Abzug was such a bright star—a
lawyer who rose from an impoverished Bronx
upbringing to specialize in labor and tenants’ rights,
civil rights and liberties cases. Abzug went on to
win a Congressional race on a strong feminist and
peace platform.
Carolyn received her BA from Hampshire College
in January, 1977. Soon after graduation she headed
back to Washington with a goal to get into politics
in some way. Her first job was doing research for a
public interest group, which Carolyn describes as a
“wonderful left-wing collective” called the Public
Resource Center. Working with them for four years,
Carolyn says she basically earned the equivalent
of a “graduate degree” in political organizing—
coordinating rallies, lobbying, researching issues,
writing newsletters, etc. During that time, she
co-authored a book on alternative forms of energy,
tried to start various women’s organizations (such as
Women for Environmental Health) and learned how
to write for public education purposes.
Carolyn went on to become a nationally-known
direct mail copywriter, writing letters for political

campaigns and national non-profit organizations
in a career that spanned fifteen years. She also
traveled around the world and lived for short
periods in such places as Paris, the Ukraine and
South Africa. Following in the footsteps of her
Yiddish-speaking grandmother, Carolyn had
her children in her
40s and, like her
mother and father, is
building a business
for the first time in
her 50s. Her social
issue documentary
and narrative website
business is the work
of a local “mom’s
mafia” as Carolyn calls
it—which includes
Bannockburn mom
and filmmaker Karen
Whitehead, as well as
several other women
who are juggling
kids, work, health,
homework, dreams,
humor and practical
help, as well as moral
support.
Although in the
process of getting a
divorce from Matt
Carolyn Projansky
Glasser of Bethesda,
they remain good
friends. They met at a museum in France while
Carolyn was living in Paris. Son Adam is now in
the 6th grade at North Bethesda Middle School
and doing very well in a Gifted-Talented/Learning
Disabled (GTLD) program and daughter Mira is
a 4th grader at Bannockburn Elementary. Carolyn
finds that her kids are endlessly fascinating and
loves the fact that by now they are wonderful
companions and conversationalists. She and Adam

© Carolyn Projansky
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(continued on page 7)
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CJCA News

The next meeting of
the CJCA will be
Mar. 27, 7:30 pm at
the Clara Barton
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Toy/Clothing
Collection for Iraqi children, 2) talk by David
Sadker on interaction & communications between
the sexes (David teaches at American University
- this will be very interesting), 3) discussion of
what the CJ community wants the County to do
in the upcoming review/rehab of Clara Barton
Community Center.

3) Attendees agreed to have Cabin John recognize
the importance of global warming and other
environmental issues. Consensus was to have posters
done and hung at the Community Center, listing easy
ways to make less of an impact on the environment
and to have environmental awareness made a part
of the next Crab Feast (to take place in Sept 2007).
Tables would be set up with items that promote
conservation and decrease impact of human activity
on the environment. 4) Attendees felt that they
needed to be more aware of activities/opportunities
available at the Community Center. A listing of such
activities will appear in future issues of the Village
News. 5) Kathleen Black gave a brief presentation on
efforts of local 6th graders and their parents to do a
trash pickup along the creek, lower playground, and
along Seven Locks Road. This is part of the school
system’s new requirement that kids have a certain
number of hours of environmental activism.
Report of the CJ Fever Winter Hike—A hardy
band of Cabin Johners participated in this year’s
Winter Hike and were greeted upon their return
to civilization with hot chocolate and hot apple
cider with some caramel in it (See photo below).
Thoughts of home and loved ones, plus the
(continued on page 13)

© Charlie Black

Meeting Minutes from Feb 27, 2006 CJCA
Meeting—1) The Montgomery County’s
Department of Park & Planning official invitation
for comments on a proposed five house development
near the shopping center was received by CJCA
and responded to on March 6, 2007. Comments
included those issues listed in March 2007 edition
of the Village News. 2) Recent phone conversations
with WSSC indicated that progress on elimination
of the stink from the Potomac Interceptor Sewer
was slower than expected. WSSC attributed this to
extra discussions/time needed to satisfy the C & O
Canal Park Service on the design of the buildings to
house the four locations where carbon absorption of
the smell will occur. A motion was passed to have
CJCA contact Kevin Brandt (Supervisor – C & O
Canal National Park) to impress on him the desire of
Cabin Johners to make real progress on the project.

by Burr Gray

Here are some of the March 4th Winter Hike participants. Front Row: Willis Russell, Liam Black, Xavier Maggio, Evan Gurley, Derick
Moore, and Burr Gray. Back Row: Dominique Maggio, Kathleen Black, and Tom Black. Not pictured: Liz Gray. Derick and Evan are
holding their shared trophy as co-winners of the Tennis Ball Regatta.



The Village News
PROJANSKY
cont. from page 7

have great late night talks about life, death, and the
war in Iraq.
When they returned from South Africa, Carolyn
was hoping to find a house in Mohican Hills where
they have several friends, but the family ended up
in Cabin John. She fell in love with the Cabin John
house at first sight, particularly its wall of windows
in the back that overlooks the woods. She liked the
neighborhood a lot—the funkiness of her little cul
de sac—big houses and little cabins side by side.
For fun, Carolyn’s family likes to hang out with
their friends, see movies, visit parks, hike, eat out,
and travel.
Carolyn’s road into documentary filmmaking began
with her work in direct mail. She had hoped to one
day make feature films, but because Washington is
such a documentary- oriented town, Carolyn ended
up in documentary production instead. The first
video she made was for a direct mail client, the
Smithsonian Institution, and she volunteered to do
it for the experience.
While living overseas, Carolyn realized that there are
endless stories to be told, and found that it is easier,
as a foreigner, to probe into personal spaces and ask
big questions as a documentary filmmaker, since
her subjects would otherwise find the questioning
intrusive and odd coming from a tourist. For
example, when Carolyn made a film about three
street vendors in South Africa, which ultimately aired
on South African TV, she went into the townships
and into their homes and had meals with the vendors
and met their families and saw what their home lives
were really like. It was a lot more fun and rewarding
than bringing back photos for a scrapbook.
Carolyn’s underlying philosophy for her work
is that telling a story on film is a good way to
communicate with people. “People remember
stories. People relate to stories. People can interact
with stories. Storytelling’s deeper message tries to
make sense of our crazy world. Film is a medium
for reaching a wider audience. Film is visual,
auditory, it is fully engaging and very complex, and
an incredibly challenging medium to master. You
can spend years making a film, which is what I am
doing,” she says.
Carolyn is also motivated by a strong sense of
social justice woven into a perspective of seeing the
shared humanity in everyone. International travel
(continued on page 9)

Bannockburn Elementary to Hold Spring Fundraiser
On April 21, families, staff and supporters of students at Bannockburn
Elementary School will gather from 7-10 pm at Glen Echo Park’s Bumper
Car Pavilion for Bannockburn Rocks!—a silent auction for Bannockburn
Elementary School, featuring such items as Ocean City weekends,
Washington Wizards tickets and much more. Tickets are $50.
Bannockburn Rocks! will raise funds for items including supplemental
classroom supplies, indoor recess activities, and outdoor play equipment.
For more info, please contact event chair Andrea Joseph at 301-320-1490 or
andrea@josephfamily.com.
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Looking Back in Cabin John

by Andrew E. Rice

The Cabin John Community Plan Revisited – Part III
Thirty-five years ago the citizens of Cabin John
were busy developing a community plan. In my two
previous columns I described how they went about
the planning process and some of the conclusions,
particularly with respect to land use, that they
reached. In this column I want to complete my
review of some of the findings of the plan, with
particular attention to the quality of public services.

from a cost standpoint, that the school might
be closed, but argued that closing the school
could result in a redrawing of school boundaries
that would split Cabin John, thus weakening
community spirit. It further argued that future
population growth in Cabin John would likely
increase attendance significantly.

The Clara Barton Elementary School (now the
Community Center) had been providing schooling
in Cabin John since the 1920s and the school was
a cohesive force in the community. As the plan
pointed out “It is not unusual for three generations of
a family to make their home in Cabin John...There
are children attending Clara Barton Elementary
School whose parents were also students there;
indeed there are even Cabin John children whose
grandparents attended Clara Barton School.”

The plan also noted another problem: standardized
testing showed that the scores of Clara Barton
students were below the county-wide average. This
was an additional handicap to the 20 to 25 sixth
graders who moved annually from the “everybody
knows everybody” atmosphere of Clara Barton to
the virtual anonymity inherent in a 1200 student
body in Pyle Junior High School. The plan called
for a standing committee of Pyle parents from
Cabin John to work on the problems of transition
between the two schools.

But the community faced a problem: the 160
student enrollment in Clara Barton was well
below the Montgomery County norm. The plan
recognized that there was a distinct possibility,

A committee of Cabin John parents was likewise
recommended for Walt Whitman High School.
Although 80% of Whitman’s student body was
college bound, the plan estimated that as many as

& Associates
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& Amy Mermelstein
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Neighborhood Realtors
For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

Abeillé & Associates
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301-996-6477
www.abeillehomes.com
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50% of Whitman’s Cabin John students did not go
to college.
Another public service examined by the plan was
library service, which it found generally adequate
even though the Clara Barton School library had
an inventory of only 3,383 books (compared to
5,000 to meet county standards). However a county
bookmobile that visited the town every Monday
provided additional service.
Other sections of the plan dealt with health services,
day care, senior citizen programs and recreational
facilities. In one section of the plan, easier access to
the C & O Canal was urged. As for swimming, the
plan noted that “until the 1950s, children in Cabin
John found quiet pools in Cabin John Creek to
build dams and to swim and fish. Children today are
confronted with signs warning against any contact
with the polluted water.”
So what did it all amount to? Preparing the plan
was a tremendous effort by the people of Cabin
John. The assistance of the Montgomery County
Division of Planning and Development (in what
the Division labeled “a unique approach to
neighborhood development”) was invaluable, but
the judgments were made by the citizens. And on
the whole they planned well.
The shopping center that they envisaged has come
into existence. Townhouses rather than high-rise
apartments have been built in the undeveloped
area south of MacArthur Boulevard. And
MacArthur Boulevard has a sidewalk and the
tennis courts have lights for night playing, to
name just a few of the plan’s major and minor
recommendations that have been realized. At the
same time, however, the community’s hope for
the continuation of Clara Barton as an elementary
school were dashed, as was its desire to eliminate
jet traffic from National Airport.
Housing values have increased far beyond anyone’s
expectations 35 years ago, and the new housing
in Cabin John has been largely at the upper end
of the spectrum. Whether community spirit is
less now than it was in 1972 is hard to measure,
but this observer would say it is still very much
alive, at least for those who want to partake of it.
And certainly Cabin John’s reputation as a nice
place to live—which outside of the community
was not widely believed a third of a century
ago—has grown steadily. For this, we can thank the
generation that preceded us for their determination
to build a better future for Cabin John.

PROJANSKY
cont. from page 7

has helped her appreciate many perspectives and see the world
through someone else’s eyes. “You have to learn to do that simply to
survive,” she says. Her family background has stimulated an interest
in Jewish history—not only its ancient traditions but also all of its
significant historical events. Carolyn, Matt and children are active
members of the Adat Shalom Reconstructionist congregation of
Potomac where they have been warmly welcomed.
Her interesting stories are not limited to people. Recently her
production company was hired by a Washington construction
company to document the reconstruction of an 18th century house
which was dismantled in Appomattox County, VA and is being
reconstructed in Rappahannock County, VA using 18th century
construction methods. Carolyn is making a short film for her client
that will cover the architecture and history of the home as well
as the question of how one adapts a house built more than two
centuries ago for living in the 21st century.
With Carolyn’s help as producer, her young editor, Shauna
Lawhorne, is making a film about Montgomery County’s Wings
Program, where professional adults mentor GTLD students in fields
that are fascinating to them. Carolyn feels that LDs are generally
poorly understood and would like to help people understand the
often invisible but daunting challenges that GTLD children face—
especially since the Montgomery County Public School system has
proposed a budget that will close one of the three elementary school
GTLD centers in the county.
Carolyn’s filmmaking awards include a CHRIS (Columbus
International Film and Video Festival) for the first video she
produced for the Smithsonian, an Aegis Award, an award from the
New York Film and Video Festival, and a special award issued
by the International Reading Association for a series Carolyn
created for Maryland Public Television. Carolyn’s future goals
are modest—she just wants to win an Academy Award for best
documentary. However, Carolyn believes she already deserves an
MMM award for The Most Multi-tasking Mom in Cabin John.
Neighbors and/or challengers to the Triple M in CJ title can contact
Carolyn at carolyn@fivestarfilmsinc.com (busy dads can apply
under the “Most Multi-tasking Men in Cabin John” category). For
more information on some of Carolyn’s films and projects discussed
here, go to http://www.fivestarfilmsinc.com.
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The Last Lockkeeper at Lock 8 - A Cabin John Family
by Judy Welles
Cabin John and the C&O Canal are linked in
history by the lockhouse at Lock 8, accessible from
Riverside Drive and Clara Barton Parkway. Today,
the River Center at Lockhouse 8 is open to the
public, restored by the Potomac Conservancy as a
learning center on the canal and Potomac River.
In 1915, Charles David Spong and his wife Sarah
and three children moved to the lockhouse at Lock
8 in Cabin John. Charles tended the lock until
canal operations ended. He was the ninth and last
lock tender to live in the lockhouse. Some of his
grandchildren and great grandchildren continued to
live in Cabin John until the 1950s.
One of his daughters, Myrtle Spong Fields, married
and lived at the lockhouse where three of her
children were born. One of those grandchildren
born in the lockhouse in 1917 was Lillian Fields
Stephens, now 89, living in southern Maryland.

She remembers her grandfather as a tall man, with
dark hair, who always wore a “creased hat,” like a
fedora, even when he opened the lock. She and her
brother Jack Fields, who now lives in Texas, recall
that their grandfather had white geese in the front of
the lockhouse.
In 1917, the Spongs (Charles and Sarah) and their
daughter Myrtle, her husband John Fields, and three
children, lived in the lockhouse. At one point, seven
people lived in the four-room lockhouse without
running water.
Myrtle and her growing family moved out in 1920
(she had five more children), and her brother and
wife moved in with the Spongs. The canal closed
operations in 1924, but Charles continued to
operate the lock for occasional pleasure boats.
Charles Spong and Cabin John are also related
to one of the saddest stories of the C&O Canal.
Samuel Spong, Charles’ brother, was the canal boat
captain whose three small children were scalded
to death by a sudden burst of steam from a factory
in Georgetown while they slept on the boat. The
incident took place in 1916, just one year after
Charles Spong became the lockkeeper at Lock 8.
He undoubtedly opened the lock for his brother
to lock through on that fateful day. The C&O
Canal National Historical Park plans to highlight
information about this episode at exhibits at Great
Falls Tavern when it reopens.
Charles Spong died in 1934. He is buried in
Potomac at the Methodist church graveyard on
Falls Road.

© Jack Fields

In the 1930s until 1950, Myrtle and her children,
including Lillian and Jack, lived in one of the
houses at the top of the hill behind the lockhouse.
The houses were later demolished to make room
for the Clara Barton Parkway. Lillian and Jack
remember the devastating flood of 1936, with water
coming “half way up of the hill,” pouring through
the lockhouse windows, and nearly reaching the
second floor.

Lillian Fields, center, poses with two friends
in front of Lockhouse 8 during the 1940’s.

10

After Myrtle’s husband, John Fields, died, she
married Charles Muck, also a carpenter and
friend of her husband. They moved back into the
lockhouse in the 1940s, and Charles Muck repaired
the back porch and installed running water from a
spring behind the lockhouse. The Mucks lived in
the lockhouse until the late 1950s.
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During the early 1960s, a National Park Service
ranger, Garland Williams, and his family,
including daughter Susan, lived in the lockhouse
for a few years. After 1963, the lockhouse
remained unoccupied and boarded up, in a state of
deterioration, until its restoration by the Potomac
Conservancy began in 2001.

River Center Opens May 5

This year the River Center will feature
“Backyard to the Bay,” a new exhibit that will
inform Lockhouse visitors past and present
about human influences on the Potomac River
Watershed, especially the cause and effect
relationship of people’s activities and the
health of the watershed’s ecosystem. Most
importantly, the exhibit will show visitors what
they can do to make a difference in the health
of the river.

© Jack Fields

On May 5, the Potomac Conservancy will open
the River Center at Lockhouse 8 for another
season of exploring the history, culture, and
ecology of the Potomac River and the C&O
Canal. The River Center will be open on
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 am to 2 pm
from May 5 through October 14. Volunteers are
needed as docents, once-a-month on a Saturday
or Sunday throughout the spring and summer.
A training session will be held on April 28.

Jack Fields visiting Lockhouse 8 last summer

The Conservancy promotes the cultural
resources around the Canal by hosting its
“Voice of the River” program. The 2007 series
will debut on May 6 at 3 pm, and features
old-time banjo with Reed Martin. River Center
events are listed at www.potomac.org/calendar/
index.html. To RSVP or to volunteer, contact
Judy Welles at welles@potomac.org or call
301-229-8110.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Feb./Mar. 2007
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:
8004 MacArthur Blvd

Rent
$2,400

6523 79th Pl
7406 Arden Rd
7711 MacArthur Blvd
UNDER CONTRACT:
14 McKay Cir #0
8007 MacArthur Blvd
6422 Wishbone Ter
7409 Arden Rd.

BR
5

FB
2

HB
0

Lvl
2

List Price
$1,249,000
$1,750,000
$1,895,000

5
6
6

4
6
6

1
1
1

3
4
3

$439,000
$595,000
$695,000
$1,749,000

3
4
3
6

1
3
3
5

0
0
1
1

1
3
3
4

SOLD:			
6413 83rd Pl
$875,000		Sold for: $855,000
7837 Archbold Ter
$549,000		Sold for: $535,000
WITHDRAWN:			
6710 Tomlinson Ter
$4,200
5
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cont. from page 6

refreshments, kept our heroes going during their
arduous journey along the Creek trail between
Seven Locks Road and the Cabin John Bridge. The
Tennis Ball Regatta produced its usual excitement
and share of controversy. All attention was focused
on the lead ball as it crossed the finish line. Only
upon determining that the winning ball belonged
to one of the dogs, who are ineligible to win,
did the Race Committee realize that no one had
carefully determined who had won second and third
place. We did know that Derick Moore and Evan
Gurley were the top two human finishers, so the
Race Committee determined that the triumph and
spotlight should be shared. We expect an appeal of
this decision by the ASPCA. That appeal, if in fact
filed, will go to the Cabin John Commodore – Larry
Heflin, as do all Cabin John issues involving waterrelated activities.
Annual Cabin John Creek Cleanup, April 21
(9:30 am – noon)—Meet at the usual place – the
playground/swing set next the Cabin John Bridge
– to help with the annual spring cleanup of our
beautiful creek. Refreshments and gloves provided.
Wear clothes that you don’t mind getting wet.
Children ages 12 and under need to be accompanied
by an adult. The cleanup will proceed unless it is
really raining hard. This event is being organized

ANNUAL CABIN JOHN
SPRING EGG HUNT ‘07
Saturday, March 31
10:00 am PROMPT!
Lower Cabin John Playground
(below tennis courts)
KIDS: Remember to bring a basket or bag!
PARENTS: Please RSVP to Ruth Rabner at
(301)229-0019 or rabneroo@comcast.net with
last name & # of kids attending. We’ll provide
plastic eggs with goodies inside.
NOTE: In case of heavy rain on 3/31, egg hunt
will be held at 10:00am on Sat, April 7.
Co-Sponsored by CJ Citizens Association.

by the Friends of the Cabin John Creek Watershed.
The point of contact for this is Burr Gray at 703607-2740 (w) or 301-320-2918 (h).
Spring Flea Market & Yard Sale at Clara
Barton Community Center—The Flea Market/
Yard Sale will be held Saturday, April 21 (9 am
– 2 pm). Vendors may set up at 8:30 am. Spaces
are 7 ft. x 7 ft. and cost $25, which includes a
6-ft. table. The event will take place in the large
room (Social Hall) at the Center. Vendors may not
sell food. This event is being sponsored by the
Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center
(FCBCC), in conjunction with the Montgomery
County Recreation Department. We hope you will
seize the opportunity to make or spend millions of
dollars while either clearing out or cluttering up
your home. If you plan on being a vendor, please
fill out the one-page vendor application available at
the Center. Checks for the spaces should be made
payable to FCBCC and sent to the Community
Center, 7425 MacArthur Blvd, Cabin John 20818.
Checks must be received by April 14, 2007 to
ensure getting a spot. Please call Dominique at
301-263-2783 or Andrea at 301-229-2852 if you
have any questions.

FOR SALE

Holy Week and Easter at

REDEEMER
ɶ MAUNDY THURSDAY
Simple Supper
Choral Eucharist

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

ɶ GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross
The Good Friday Liturgy
A Service of Tenebrae

12:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

ɶ EASTER EVE
The Great Vigil of Easter

8:30 p.m.

ɶ EASTER SUNDAY
The Holy Eucharist
Festal Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt

8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

T HE C HURCH OF THE R EDEEMER
6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard
Bethesda, Maryland 20816
(301) 229-3770 ɸ office.redeemer@verizon.net
www.redeemerbethesda.org
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What’s Going on at the Clara Barton Center?
Many of us drive by the Clara Barton Center without realizing what a
busy place it really is. The Center hours are: 9 am to 9 pm Mondays and
Wednesdays; 9 am to 8 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays; and 9 am to 3 pm on
Fridays. On Saturdays and Sundays the Center has no regular hours but will be
open if a special event has been scheduled.
There are three popular programs for 55+ Seniors. The Senior Shape Exercise
that meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:15-noon is free. Clara Barton
Seniors, (Wednesdays 10 am - 2 pm) bring a brown bag lunch for some lively
conversation, interesting speakers and local trips. There is no charge except for
trips. Senior Table Tennis, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 -5 pm, is also free to
those who want to come by for a friendly game.
Membership in the Center’s weight room and fitness gym gives unlimited
access to a variety of machines and equipment any time the Center is open for
just $135 for a full year. Shorter terms are available ($90 for 6 months, $55
for three months). No charge for an initial session to try it out. Ages 16 and
older are eligible. Other adult classes offered by the Recreation Department
this spring include: Karate/Jujitsu, ages 13 and up, Wednesday 8-9:30 pm,
10 sessions starting 3/28, fee $61. Definitions Low Impact Aerobics, ages 16
and up, Monday and Friday 9:15 -10:15 am, 16 sessions starting 4/13, fee $88.
Definitions Strength Training, ages 16 and up, Tuesday and Thursday 9:1510:15 am or 7-8 pm, 18 sessions starting 4/10, fee $99. Definitions Mat Pilates,
ages 16 and up, Wednesday 8:15-9:15 am, 9 sessions starting 4/11, fee $63.
For children there are a variety of classes and programs: Karate/Jujitsu, ages
6-12, Wednesday 7-8 pm, 10 sessions starting 3/28, fee $48. Little Linguist
Spanish, Wednesday mornings, 9 sessions starting 4/11, fee $65. Ages 1 ½-2,
9:45-10:30 am. Ages 3-6, 10:45-11:30 am. Exploring Music and Piano Prep,
ages 4-5, Saturday 11 am - noon, 9 sessions starting 4/14, fee $137. Exploring
Music and Piano Level 1B, ages 5-10, Saturday 12:00-1:00 pm, 10 sessions
starting 4/14, fee $215. For more information, call Modestine Snead, the Center
director, 301-229-0010.

Music-Filled Day Planned for April 22
Two free concerts are scheduled for Sunday, April
22. At 3:00 pm Phyllis Daen (piano), Al Vecchione
(clarinet), and Beth Lawrence (soprano), will
perform selections by Schubert, Mozart, Donizetti
and Herrmann at the Glen Echo town hall. This is
a program that was originally advertised for
March 4. Refreshments will be served after
the concert.
At 5:00 pm, the Inscape Chamber Orchestra
of the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer,
will perform their “Vienna Redux” chamber
music program at the church (6201
Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard).
The eclectic program features works by
composers with ties to the music capital
of the world: Johann Strauss, Jr., Gustav
Mahler, Claude Debussy, and Arnold
Schönberg. Admission is free, and wine
and cheese reception follows the concert.
For more information, please contact
Thomas Smith, Director of Music at
(301) 229-3770 ext. 16, or by e-mail at
music.redeemer@verizon.net. You can
also visit the church’s website: www.
redeemerbethesda.org.
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Neighborhood Services
CARPENTER, HANDYMAN. Local tradesman to do all types of
remodeling and renovations. Handyman services also available. Small jobs
also welcome. Call Dana in Cabin John @ 301-320-4206.
CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER & GET ORGANIZED. Call Melanie at Cabin
John Organizing, 301-263-9482, or visit my website: www.organizer.
dorsetwest.com. Member NAPO and NSGCD certified.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience, references.
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

HUGE YARD SALE
AT CLARA BARTON
COMMUNITY CENTER
75th Street & MacArthur Blvd.
Cabin John, MD - 301-229-0010

ON APRIL 21, 2007
9am – 2pm
All kinds of goodies to be had.
Collect all your unused toys, games, electronics, books, kitchen
gadgets, treasures and come sell them. No selling of food items.
If you want to set up a table ($25.00) and sell some of your stuff,
please contact Dominique (301)-263-2783 or Andrea (301) 2292852. Vendors must fill out application form.

Proceeds Benefit the Clara Barton Community Center

Growing Native to Plant Trees March 24
Please join the Potomac Conservancy on March
24, between 9:30 am – 12:30 pm to participate in
Growing Native’s spring planting of hardwood
tree seedlings at Potomac Overlook Regional
Park in Arlington, Virginia. The Arlington event
is part of a series of spring tree plantings held
throughout our region. To find information on
other Growing Native tree planting events in the
Potomac Basin, go to www.growingnative.org.
Aimed at protecting local rivers and streams,
the Growing Native project has helped restore
nearly 54,000 acres of streamside land in the
Potomac River watershed since 2001. The trees
keep our waters cleaner because their roots
absorb pollutants and reduce soil erosion. The
trees also provide wildlife habitat, recreational
opportunities, and cleaner air.
The tree plantings represent the final stage in
the Growing Native tree cycle. Every fall for the
last 6 years, volunteers have collected seeds and
nuts throughout the Potomac Basin. The seeds
are transported to state nurseries, where they are
grown into seedlings. After one or two growing
seasons, volunteers plant the tree seedlings along
streams and rivers in their communities. The
formula is simple: Seeds to trees to clean water.
Your participation is critical to the success of
the Growing Native project. Planting trees and
restoring streamside forests is an important
component in improving the quality of life in the
Potomac River watershed. If you are interested
in attending, please RSVP by email to Colleen
Langan at langan@potomac.org or call her at
301.608.1188 ext. 211.
Bicycle and Portable Sewing Machine
Donation Day at Little Falls Shopping Center
On Saturday, April 28, from 11 am to 3 pm at
the Sangamore Road Safeway in the Little Falls
Shopping Center, you can donate your repairable
bicycle, bike parts and accessories to a good cause.
Also being accepted are operating portable sewing
machines. “Bikes for the World,” sponsored by
the Washington Area Bicyclist Association, is a
non-profit charity that repairs the bikes and donates
them and the sewing machines to charities overseas
for productive use by those in need. A $10.00 bike
donation is suggested to help defray the cost of
shipping. For information call 703-525-0931.
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: Living right here in your
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.

WANTED: HOUSE/SHARE, OR APT Male, 29,
new puppeteer with The Puppet Co. at Glen Echo
Park, also Hall Manager for Sunday night Spanish
Ballroom functions. Environmentally conscious.
Sometimes a late nighter, yet quiet after hours. No
pets. Non smoker. Jazz Saxophonist. Contact: Eric
@ 617-308-9170 or brooeric@gmail.com

To place an ad in the Village News
classifieds, send us your ad and payment
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at
301-229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Friday, Apr. 6, for the issue
mailing Apr. 16.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller–editor, Barbara and
Reed Martin–distribution
& proofreading, Lorraine
Minor–business manager, Tim
Weedlun–layout editor.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above
address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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