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Haunted House and Bingo Entertain Visitors

The results of the Oct. 29 Halloween Haunted 
House at the Community Center? It was very scary. 
Numerous Cabin Johners and others (probably 
about 100 people in all) were very frightened. Fear 
ran high in Cabin John that night. You get the point. 
Many thanks go to the following CJ residents 
who helped with the effort: Melissa Bell & Krya 
McKinna (cackling witches), Zach & Robby Lund 
(scary people in the graveyard/empty box area), 
Lori Rieckelman (missing various body parts), 
Donna Zeigfinger (trainer of talking heads), Phyllis 
Anderson and Joe LaCurto and daughter Amanda 
(scary still people with scary lighting effects), and 
Burr Gray (Scary Host/Frightmeister). It seems 

likely that we will do this again, even though many 
people, especially younger Cabin John residents 
said that it was so scary. Yes, frightened they might 
have been, but many of them went back through 
the tour a second and third time.

The Nov. 4 Bingo Night sponsored by Friends of 
Clara Barton Community Center was also well 
received. Our two numbers callers for the evening, 
John Rabner and Carolyn Evans, did a great job of 
keeping the audience of about 60-70 people quite 
entertained. Carolyn had on a very dramatic outfit. 
Adults could choose their prize from a nice array 
of excellent bottles of wine and various Cabin John 
paraphernalia, plus a couple of prizes donated by 
Robin Gurley, and the kids could pick from scary 
(there’s that word again) Halloween items and 
Cabin John paraphernalia. Youthful helpers at the 
event were Kyra McKinna, Cassie & Nate Rabner, 
Philip Gurley, and Eli Parsons. The adult helpers 
consisted of Barbara Martin (bingo card seller), 
Reed Martin (Barbara’s handsome assistant), 
Harriet Crosby (popcorn maker via the popcorn 
device provided, as always, by Bob Epstein), Missy 
Rabner (refreshments manager), Brian Rabner, 
Ruth Rabner, and Burr Gray (Procurermeister). 
Frank Rans of the Community Center pitched in 
with setup and take-down. A very special thanks 
goes to Dominique Maggio who organized and 
supervised the event. There will probably be 
another Bingo evening this winter. The event 
raised about $230 for programs and improvements 
at the Community Center.

It’s one of Cabin John’s more distinctive homes. Read about its owner on pg. 3.
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28 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 4)

10 .......................................Holiday Party
 Clara Barton Center
 4:30 - 6:30 pm

Community
Calendar
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Kathryn Wichmann, daughter of Tom and Linda 
Green of Tomlinson Ave, returns to Cabin John 
this month. She has been in Arusha, Tanzania, 
since April as a part of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, under the United Nations 
Security Council Charter. She has been fortunate 
to be able to travel extensively in eastern Africa 
during her tenure there. Her family is thrilled to 
welcome her home in time for Thanksgiving.

Please call me at 301-229-3482 or email 
barbmartin@comcast.net with any items about past 
or present CJers, including your family or families 
in your neighborhood.
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by Ginny Dean

The first thing you notice when you drive up is 
The House. It is like nothing you’ve ever seen. The 
color of sand, it brings to mind the pyramids built 
by the Mayans:  smooth, stucco, geometrical and 
windowless, with a small blue door near its center. 
Tucked away on 79th Street, the house was featured 
in the Cabin John House Tour last year. It was 
designed by architect James Wilner, but it was the 
dream of its owner, Alicia Radice.

Growing up in Argentina, Alicia wanted to be an 
architect, but knew she lacked the natural talent 
for drawing. So she opted for a career in medicine, 
which was fine with her physician father, who 
wanted another doctor in the family.

In 1961, Alicia, her husband—also a doctor—and 
their two-month-old son headed for the United 
States. They settled initially in Wheeling, West 
Virginia, where they studied for the medical 
exams both needed to pass in order to practice in 
the States. With the qualifying exams under their 
belt, they applied to facilities in a number of major 
cities, and both accepted internships in the nation’s 
capital. John Kennedy was still president when 
they arrived in the summer of 1963, and with its 
embassies, the World Bank and people from all 
over the globe, Washington offered the kind of 
cosmopolitan life that they’d sought since leaving 
South America.

She’d landed a position at Washington Hospital 
Center, which was brand new; a 24/7 state-of-
the-art facility created by President Eisenhower. 
Alicia’s specialty was anesthesiology. She liked the 
exact sciences—physics, chemistry and math—that 
the specialty involved and the dark art of putting 
people to sleep and bringing them back with no 
visible change.  

Alicia Radice — A Style All Her Own

After completing her internship, she worked in 
several places and, in 1972, accepted a job at 
Sibley Hospital. She was clearly good at her craft. 
She was the youngest doctor to be awarded the 
“Sibley Chair,” an honorary prize, and by 1978, 
she’d been named to head the department. She was 
also a managing partner of the department (which 
at that time operated independently and not under 
contract), which meant working with the lawyers 
and accountants and being heavily involved in the 
financial decision-making.

The Radices (pronounced Ra-DEE-say) were 
living in Potomac and bought a piece of land on 
which Alicia wanted to build her dream house. 
The architectural plans were drawn up, but a sewer 
moratorium intervened. She never built the house 
and eventually sold the land. In the mid-80s, the 
couple divorced, and she settled in Cabin John. Then 
in 1993, Alicia suffered a mild stroke that affected 
her motor functions and weakened her left side. 

When you’re a patient, the anesthesiologist is the 
(continued on page 9)

Alicia Radice’s courtyard as it appeared during last year’s house tour.
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) presentation 
by developer (Hemingway Homes) of proposed 
5-home development of 3-acre lot across street 
from Shopping Center and on west side of 79th 
St.; 2) roadwork along Tomlinson Ave next to 
Captain’s Market; and 3) CJCA Holiday Party 
– Dec. 10th  (4:30 – 6:30 p.m.) at Community 
Center . 

Minutes for CJCA meeting of October 24, 
2006— 1) Dues: As of the meeting date, about 
180 homes have submitted their $15 dues, for 
a total of about $3,000. Additional generous 
contributions were made to help pay for a bench 
at the Community Center  in memory of Diane 
Leatherman (about $1600 which will help pay 
a considerable portion of the bench and tree) 
and for new f lags along MacArthur Blvd (about 
$1,000). Many thanks to those contributing so 
far and we hope that those of you who have not 
paid dues yet will send in your $15 check to 
CJCA, P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD  20818. 

2) Bike Path: Susan Roberts presented the 
latest information on the proposed rehab of 
the bike path along MacArthur. She read a 
letter she was sending to the Park and Planning 
commission requesting immediate changes, as 
the formal plan is still many years away from 
being implemented. Residents would like better 
marking to delineate the street from the path 
and in particular would like f lex dividers along 
the curve encountered just before the shopping 
center when approaching from the west. Susan 
passed around the current design proposal (see 
page 7), which will be presented to the County 
Council’s Transportation and Environment 
Committee in March 2007. If approved, there 
are other layers of review, but the project could 

potentially commence in July 2010. The changes 
call for a 3-foot-wide bike lane on the north side 
of MacArthur and a modification of the current 
bike path on the south side to a 3-foot shoulder, 
5-foot green space, and an 8-foot shared bike 
and walking path. Attendees also voted to 
request that the County consider adding a stop 
sign at the intersection of MacArthur Blvd and 
Persimmon Tree Road. This will allow for a less 
hazardous intersection and slow down cars as 
they approach Cabin John. 

3) Digitizing old copies of the Village News: 
This project was previously approved. Bids 
on digitizing the 40 years of the Village News 
will be requested in November with the hope 
of completing a considerable part of the project 
by year’s end so that all issues of the Village 
News going back to the mid-1960s would be text 
searchable.

4)  Parking at the Co-op:  Concern was 
expressed about drivers parking directly in 
front of the Co-op and running in for a few 
minutes. This creates a hazard for other drivers 
turning off Seven Locks Road into the Co-op 
area. It was suggested that “No Parking” signs 
be posted and that the Co-op management be 
proactive in calling the police when customers 
park illegally and inconvenience others. 

Thank You for Excellent Paint Job— Parents 
from the Clara Barton Center for Children 
(CBCC) organized and painted the lower half of 
the large social hall at the Community Center. 
This is part of a community outreach supported 
by CBCC. A previous event was the painting of 
the seniors’ room at the Center. Mac Thornton 
organized the event and cracked the whip to get 
maximum efficiency out of his helpers, Susan 
Shipp, Jennifer Jordan and Linda Cliff. The 
bottom part of the hall gets pretty scuffed up 
over time. Mac was careful to match the paint 
colors so that there is no divison between new 
and old paint jobs. With the new ceiling tiles, 
the social hall is looking pretty spiffy. 

We Are Looking for New CJCA Officers—
Please contact Bruce Wilmarth (301-229-8528) 
if you are interested in being an officer of the 
Citizens Association. Elections are in May but it 
would be good to start becoming familiar with 
CJCA operations ahead of time. 

The next meeting of the 
CJCA will be Nov. 28, 
7:30 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center.
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For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer

& Amy Mermelstein

Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.

Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477

www.abeillehomes.com



6

The Village News

by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John
Dear Readers,

I’m not going to be able to produce my usual column, Looking Back in 
Cabin John, for the next issue of the paper because Connie and I will 
be overseas, but I do want to apologize for one serious omission in 
last month’s column where I wrote about published material on Cabin 
John’s history. What I failed to mention was the historical essay that 
appears as the introduction to the current Cabin John Community 
Directory. It’s a very readable history of our town, brief but covering 
all the highlights. My apologies for omitting this useful source which 
is right at every resident’s fingertips.

—Andy Rice 
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Design Proposal for MacArthur Boulevard Bike Path

Work could begin as early as 2010.
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301-787-8989

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Oct./Nov. 2006
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  Rent BR FB HB Lvl
8400 Macarthur Blvd $2,400 5 2 0 2
8026 Cypress Grove Ln $2,995 5 2 0 2
7909 Cypress Grove Ln $3,000 5 3 1 4
 List Price
14 McKay Cir #0 $469,000 3 1 0 1
7837 Archbold Ter $564,000 3 2 1 3
6422 Wishbone Ter $695,000 4 3 1 3
6432 Wishbone Ter $729,000 3 3 0 3
6413 83rd Pl $899,000 4 3 1 3
6703 Tomlinson Ter $1,099,000 6 4 0 3
7639 Macarthur Blvd $1,195,000 5 4 1 3
6414 83rd St $1,295,000 5 4 1 4
6410 83rd Pl $1,299,000 5 5 0 3
6523 79th Pl $1,350,000 5 4 1 3
7406 Arden Rd $1,750,000 6 6 1 4
7409 Arden Rd. $1,798,000 6 5 1 4

RENTED
7507 Macarthur Blvd $3,400 4 2 2 4
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masked man or woman positioned passively near 
your head, who directs you to count backwards 
from 100 (knowing full well that you won’t make 
it much past 98). It turns out that once you’re down 
for the count, the anesthesiologist’s work is—or 
was in those days, before mechanized tables—
heavy lifting:  Turning people over; cranking the 
table up; positioning people this way and that; 
cranking the table back down.

Even after physical therapy at the National 
Rehabilitation Institute, the prospect of all that 
manual labor at Sibley was daunting. And she was 
serving once again as chief of the department. So in 
1993, she decided to retire after 21 years of practice 
at Sibley and do the things she never had time for 
when she was working full-time and raising her 
three boys.

But Alicia isn’t the retiring type. She is one of 
those blessed souls who can ably function on 
five or six hours’ sleep and faces each day with 
great gobs of energy and curiosity. She began a 
consulting practice to help physicians cope with the 
administrative side of their increasingly regulated 
industry. She sets up doctors’ offices with the 
right coding, submits bills, fights with insurance 
companies, and teaches the front office how to 
work efficiently and effectively.

She continues to play tennis, as she has for decades. 
She knits and crochets. She’s taking French lessons 
four hours a week (she also speaks Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Italian), so she can tackle some of 
the many books she reads in their original language. 
And she travels—often to Miami, where two of 
her five grandchildren live. Family is an important 
piece of Alicia’s life. Her sons are grown, but still 
close. One is vice president of marketing for a hotel 
chain. Another is an attorney, practicing family and 
criminal law. The third is a real estate agent. As a 
woman who raised her own kids without relatives 
nearby, she wants her boys’ children to know their 
family. One project she’d still love to undertake is 
starting up a childcare facility: a safe, happy, fun-
filled environment, where working parents wouldn’t 
have to worry about their kids’ welfare.

(And although she doesn’t do it often, she does 
know how to tango. By law, when Juan Peron was 
Argentina’s president, the radio and dance halls in 
the country were required to play a certain number 
of hours of non-foreign music. So everyone learned 
the tango.)

RADICE
cont. from page 3 Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER & GET ORGANIZED. Call Melanie at Cabin John 
Organizing, 301-263-9482 or visit my website, www.organizer.dorsetwest.com. 
Member NAPO and NSGCD certified.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal.  
301-229-5685.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Daytime walks to keep your pet happy and 
healthy. (M-F only) 301-257-1076.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280.

Alicia is a woman who knows what she likes 
and what she wants and goes after it. Even if it 
takes decades. She never got to build her house 
in Potomac, but she did get to build one in Cabin 
John, which she shares with Horst Von Schilling. 
She and Horst met many years ago, when she took 
her car in for servicing at the garage he owned 
with two other Germans. They’ve been together 
now for over 20 years, and he enjoys the pleasures 
of grandparenting without having had to go 
through the challenging work of parenthood.  
 
Behind the windowless front exterior that ensures 
privacy, sunlight pours through the windows in 
the back of the roughly 4000-square-foot home. 
Bookcases run from the scored cement floor to the 
very high ceilings. The large paintings that dot the 
walls, the curved patio for the parties Alicia loves 
to give, and the Mexican influences on the house’s 
lines and colors make it dramatic, distinctive, one 
of a kind. Much like its owner. 
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HANDYMAN: Living right here in 
your neighborhood. 17 years experience. 
Electrical, Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, 
Painting, Roofs, Gutters, Decks, Power 
Washing, Plumbing, Bathroom & 
Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and payment 
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you 
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at 
301-229-3515.


