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Bingo Night Scheduled For Friday, November 3
by Burr Gray
Bingo Night is coming to the Clara Barton
Community Center on Friday Nov. 3, 2006 from
6:30 to 8:30 pm. Get ready for another rootin’tootin’, number calling, hand clapping, hollering
night of Bingo in Cabin John. It is always lots of
fun. Bingo cards will be $5/card. Pizza slices and
drinks on sale. All ages welcome. Sponsored by
the Friends of Clara Barton Community Center
with net proceeds going to benefit programs at the
Center. We are looking for some donated prizes
in addition to those that we purchase, so please
contact Burr Gray – burrgray@aol.com or 3202918 (h) if you have a prize to donate.

Do you dare come to the Haunted House at Clara
Barton Community Center on Oct 29th? FCBCC
and Cabin John residents are creating a scary
experience the Sunday before Halloween from
4 to 6 pm. Hope you will come visit and be very
frightened. All ages welcome.

Help Search for Cabin John’s Buried Treasure
It’s part of established Cabin John lore that when
lots were sold around 1912, a number of deeds
contained provisions that the American Land
Company reserved the right to a half interest in any
buried treasure found on the property belonging to
the pirate “John of the Cabin.” We don’t know if
that dubious trove was ever found. We do know,
however, about a hidden treasure in our midst
that’s just waiting to be discovered—and that is our
fellow neighbors. Just down the street from you, or
maybe behind your own door, is someone who has
a very interesting story to tell.
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The Village News is
entering its 40th year of
serving the community
and we need your help.
First of all, we’d like
to hear from you about
what type of stories you
enjoy reading about in
the newsletter and what
type of stories you’d like
to see that we haven’t
featured. Articles about
Cabin John’s history
have been a mainstay of
each issue, but there are

other features we could use some expertise in. For
example, do you know something about the local
flora and fauna that most people wouldn’t? Do you
have connections to local government that would
allow you to clue the rest of us in on matters that
affect us, such as road repair, park improvements,
etc.? If you have a particular area of expertise that
relates to the community, we’d like to hear from
you.
If you read the profiles of Cabin John residents
that are found in most issues of the Village News,
you know there are lot of fascinating people who
live within our roughly 1½ square-mile border. Is
there an interesting person on your street you’d like
to know more about? Let us know and we’ll send
someone out for an interview. Better yet, why not
volunteer to be one of our neighborhood profile
writers? It’s a great way to meet new people.
Most residents are acquainted with the families
who live on their own street. In many cases, these
micro-communities have become quite close
with frequent block parties, book clubs and such.
We know that many of these community clusters
have been under-reported in the newsletter. We’re
hoping to remedy that by recruiting volunteers
from each neighborhood in Cabin John to report on
(continued on page 13)
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Neighborly News
Former editor Heidi Lewis writes from the family’s
new location in Surrey, England, that they have
been doing a lot of London sightseeing, that she has
learned to cook on the huge Aga stove, and that she
has applied to run in the London Marathon.
After a hiatus of several years, residents on 79th
Place, Spring Road, and 80th Street joined in a
late afternoon neighborhood get-together in early
October at the home of Connie and Andy Rice.
New neighbors got acquainted and old neighbors
got re-acquainted.

by Barbara Martin
The congregation of the First Agape AME Zion
church, whose Seven Locks church was burned
out in 2004, will be worshipping in the annex of
the Glen Echo Baptist Church until they are able to
repair and reopen their Cabin John building.

And that’s it for this month’s column. I know there
are many new neighbors and interesting things
happening around town, but if I don’t get the news
from YOU, yes you, I can’t include it. I’m just the
recorder, YOU are the reporters. Please call me
at 301-229-3482 or email barbmartin@comcast.
net with any items about past or present CJers,
including your family or families in your
neighborhood.

Community
Calendar

OCT

24.......................................CJCA Meeting

Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm (see p. 4)

28.............................................. Fall Frolic
Glen Echo Park
10 am - 2 pm

29.....................................Haunted House
Clara Barton Center
4 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

NOV

3. ............................................Bingo Night

Clara Barton Center
6:30 - 8:30 pm (see p. 1)

5. ....................... Bannockburn Crafts Sale
Bannockburn Clubhouse
1 - 4 pm (see p. 5)

28.......................................CJCA Meeting
Clara Barton Center
7:30 pm
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Judy Welles and Lockhouse 8 — More Than Just History
by Oona Stieglitz

During her frequent canal walks, she revels in the
constantly changing natural scenery and the feeling
of going back in time. On a walk in 2001, she could
not help but notice the sorry-looking, whitewashed
stone building near Lock #8. It was a lockhouse
that was built in 1830 for $750. The last year a
lockkeeper worked there was 1928. It was occupied
until the late 1950’s and then abandoned.
The old lockhouse had more than just history. It had
serendipity. On another walk in 2002, a door opened
for Judy…literally! The lockhouse door was open
and construction was going on. Thinking of her
professional background in journalism and public

© Tim Weedlun

Judy Welles and the C & O Canal were naturally
attracted to one another. “I’m a water person” Judy
explained as we negotiated the gravelly hill of a
path from the end of Riverside Drive to Lockhouse
8 by the C & O canal. She grew up in Cape Cod,
moved to Carderock Springs in 1970 and moved
closer to the canal in 1978. She took her children ice
skating on the canal when they were young. She and
her husband own a second house in Ocean City.

Judy Welles
relations, she walked in and asked how she could
help. It turned out that the Potomac Conservancy
and the National Park Service had struck a deal. The
Park Service would allow the Conservancy to use the
(continued on page 14)
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CJCA News

by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—status of county
bike path study and proposed changes.

The next meeting of the
CJCA will be Oct. 24,
7:30 pm at the Clara
Barton Community
Center.

Minutes for CJCA meeting of September
26, 2006—1) WSSC employee Calvin Farr
represented the agency at the meeting and a
discussion was held regarding the spill in June/
July that put an estimated 600,000 gallons of
sewage into the Cabin John Creek. Mr. Farr,
formerly a contractor doing a creek study for
WSSC, had been on the job only for 5 weeks
but was helpful. He mentioned that there is an
ongoing study of the creek, started approximately
three years ago, which is expected to be
concluded in the summer of 2007. The study
will focus on capacity and other issues with the
current pipes that need to be addressed. It is quite
likely that some significant work on the creek
will follow the study. In the meanwhile, some of
the manholes that are located at various locations
along the sewer pipe have been reduced in height
and capped to prevent similar future spills. The
signs that were posted warning of the spill into
the creek have been removed and the county
agreed to discuss setting up a system to contact
CJCA in the event that other future upstream
sewage spills occur. CJCA will followup on that.
2) Susan Roberts described the memorial bench
and tree being placed at the Community Center
in memory of Diane Leatherman. Donations are
being accepted by CJCA to assist with the cost of
the effort.
Don’t Forget to Take Black Walnuts and
Other Nuts Down to Lockhouse 8 During
October—Just a reminder that until Nov. 1, the
Potomac Watershed Partnership and the Potomac
Conservancy are accepting black walnuts and
certain other nuts down at Lockhouse 8. The
nuts/acorns are then sent to the MD and VA

state nurseries. There are nuts/acorns in demand
besides black walnuts, including Atlantic White
Cedar, Bald Cypress, Black Oak, Chestnut Oak,
Chinquapin Oak, Green Ash, Hazelnut, Northern
Red Oak, Overcup Oak, Paw Paw, Persimmon,
Pin Oak, Sassafras, Southern Red Oak, Swamp
Chestnut Oak, Swamp White Oak, Water Oak,
White Ash, White Oak, and Willow Oak.
If you want descriptions of those trees and
nuts, go to the Growing Native website at
www.growingnative.org.
Results of the Sept 30, 2006 Fall Creek
Cleanup—CJ resident Aidan Clawson prompted
CJCA to organize a rare fall cleanup of the Cabin
John Creek. Montgomery County was happy since
the event occurred on Public Lands Day. People
helping with protecting our beautiful natural
resource were: Aidan Clawson, Lance Clawson
& Michelle Marks, Stephen Duncan-Peters,
Hannah Taitz, Evan and Philip Gurley, Nate,
John & Ruth Rabner, Scott Hoffman, Richard
Goodwin, Aaron Rosansky, and Susan and
Jaqueline Shipp. Cleanups are a constant element
of today’s life since thunderstorms bring lots of
garbage when the stormwater runs into the creek.
We plan to keep at it.
Results of the Oct. 1, 2006 Blood Drive—With
the help of Cabin Johners and other local residents,
we generated 41 pints of blood for the Red Cross.
The event was held at the Glen Echo Town
Hall, for the first time in a long time, due to a
scheduling conflict at the Clara Barton Community
Center. The Town Hall proved spacious enough
to accommodate the activity and we thank all of
the donors for accommodating the change. Many
thanks to the folks who helped with the drive:
Karen Melchar, Ruth Rabner, and Lisan Martin
signed up and reminded donors; Carol Chavez,

Zheng’s Traditional Chinese Medicine Clinic
Tel: 202-213-2105
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Debbie and Andrew Beers, Larry Heflin,
and Burr Gray manned the sign-in table.
The next blood drive is Feb. 4, 2007.
Call for FCBCC Helpers—Friends of
Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC)
is always looking for volunteers who
would be willing to help organize some
events at the Community Center, such
as a Bingo Night, or a Family Fun Night.
Please contact Modestine Snead (301-2290010) if you can help with future projects.
FCBCC is also looking for two or three CJ/
Bannockburn residents to join the FCBCC
Board. The Board meets about 5 times/year
and helps plan and support programs and
events at the Community Center.
Dues Notice—Please pay your dues for
the 06-07 year if you haven’t already. We
included an envelope in last month’s issue
of the Village News, but if you’ve tossed
that envelope, you can send the check for
$15/household to CJCA, PO Box 31, Cabin John,
MD 20818. Dues and gifts to CJCA are not
tax deductible.
Looking for New CJCA Officers—Over the next
few months we hope to identify CJ residents who
will take over the duties of the current officers.
This is the last year of most of the current officers.
Please contact Bruce Wilmarth (301-229-8528) if
you are interested in becoming an officer or are
willing to assist with the process of identifying
the next slate. Your officers are very tired after
many years of service and encourage all of you to
consider helping with the transition.

Bannockburn Craft and Arts Show
Planned for November 5
On sale: jewelry, pottery, silk art, white-line
woodcuts, fused glass, knits, elegant wastebaskets,
wool appliqué, photos, wall plaques, candles
and other hand-crafted gifts.
This annual show benefits the historic Bannockburn
Clubhouse and will be held Sunday, Nov. 5, 11
am to 4 pm, 6314 Bannockburn Drive, Bethesda.
Take MacArthur Boulevard to Bannockburn Drive
(a block south of Wilson Lane). Go up the hill and
make the second left, on Laverock Lane. Turn left
immediately into the clubhouse drive.

The contented looking
people above and the
perplexed fellow at
left are just a few of
the folks who turned
out for the September
Crabfeast. The pictures
shown here as well as
the ones that follow on
the remaining pages
of this issue are all
the work of volunteer
photographer Rick
Hatch.

For more information, call 301-229-9649.
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Looking Back in Cabin John

by Andrew E. Rice

Writing About Cabin John
Last month’s column reviewing Carlotta
Anderson’s excellent new book, Glen Echo:
The Remarkable Saga of a Very Small Town,
has prompted the question of whether anyone
has written a similar history of Cabin John.
The answer is “no,” although there have been
several writings that have provided a lot of the
information that would belong in such a volume.
Outstanding among these is A Brief History of
Cabin John Park by Edith Martin Armstrong
which appeared—12 pages long, in mimeographed
form only—in March 1947. Mrs. Armstrong had
lived in Cabin John from 1920 to 1940 and clearly
had done a vast amount of research into historical
records in preparing her history, particularly of
the earlier colonial years but continuing up until
she left our community. I would be glad to make
a copy of this important source for anyone who
would like to have one.
For a good overview of Cabin John’s history, the
large historical panels—text and photographs—

installed in the Clara Barton Community Center
are a major resource. They deal especially with
the development of Cabin John as a community,
as population increased and various community
institutions were established. Highlights of Cabin
John’s interesting history also are on display in the
Cabin John Post Office lobby and on the
panels at the Cabin John end of the Union Arch
bridge.
William M. Offutt’s book, Bethesda: A Social
History, published in 1995, devotes 15 pages to
Cabin John’s development and includes firstperson accounts from long-time residents. Many
of these are taken from Elizabeth Kytle’s lively
Time Was, the collection of interviews with 18
old-timers that the Citizens Association published
in 1976 as part of the Bicentennial celebration.
(If you’d like a copy of Time Was, contact me at
aerice@comcast.net. I have one or two copies still
available at $10 each.)
Many authors have written about the C & O
Canal, including Morris Fradin, a local history
journalist and Cabin John resident for many years
during the mid-20th century. His Hey-ey-ey, Lock,
a fictionalized account of life on a canal boat
published in 1974, is one of his best writings.
If someone ever wanted to organize, in a
systematic way, the columns on Cabin John
history that I have written over the past ten years
for The Village News, they—together with other
sources such as those cited above—could provide
a solid basis for a comprehensive history. Any
volunteers would be welcomed!
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2006 Cabin John Crab and Chicken Feast is a Big Success
by Tina Rouse
It was party time at the 35th Annual Cabin John
Crab and Chicken Feast! The day was sunny and in
the high 80s, with just enough scattered clouds to
provide interludes of shade. There were new faces,
familiar faces, and faces we hadn’t seen for a while.
Great music contributed to the party atmosphere.
The kids loved the bike parade down MacArthur,
the balloon-twisting magician, and the facepainter,
but as those of you who stayed to the bitter end
already know, the hosing down of the playground
(and a few diehard kids) by the Cabin John Fire
Department engine and ladder trucks was the
pinnacle of juvenile excitement.
With such beautiful weather, over 600 people
showed up, with a total of 538 meals served.
Advance ticket sales brought in an extra $660, for
a total of $6,205. We had a new dry-rub technique
for the chicken, which was universally acclaimed
a big hit, and the crabs were big and meaty! The
fresh squeezed lemonade, hot popped popcorn,
pizza slices, and ice-cold soda, wine, beer, and
water brought in another $2,173, and we took in
$584 in Cabin John memorabilia sales. Expenses
totaled $5,365, so the Crab Feast brought in $2,963,

which goes to support
Cabin John Citizens
Association activities
like the annual Fourth
of July parade, the
Halloween and Holiday
parties, and the Creek
Clean-up, not to
mention the Village
News. We hope to see
you there next year for
such a good cause and
such a good time!
Credit for the success
of the Crab Feast
falls squarely on
the shoulders of the
volunteers. Many of
them have stepped up to
the plate year after year,
and their experience
and wisdom was crucial
to keeping the event
running smoothly, but
we had a number of

Karen Thibeau displays a bountiful plate of crabs.

(continued on page 8)

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer
& Amy Mermelstein
Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors
For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.
Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477
www.abeillehomes.com
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CRABFEAST
cont. from page 7

first-timers as well. Regardless of experience, the
commitment and good humor that all the volunteers
brought to their task made working at the Crab
Feast as fun as attending it.
Thanks go to:
Clare Amoruso and Lisa Landsman for heading
up the advance ticket sales, and their crew: Connie
Bergfors, Jean Betz, Joanne Carl, Diana Carter,
Daphne Clones, Angela Coppola, Deborah
Duffy, Carolyn Evans, Eric Federing, Brandon
Fortune, Jean Hay, Maris Miles, Siew Omori,
Ted Orme, Melanie Patt-Corner, Susan Roberts,
Tina Rouse, Kathy Siefken, Gloria Slayton, Jan
Smith, Oona Stieglitz, Bob Wilkoff, and Maureen
Willoughby.
Lisa Nicholson and Jack Suber for drumming
up publicity, as well as donating the printing of
posters, fliers, and the tickets. Lisa Landsman for
arranging for and donating to the equipment rental.
Burr Gray and Mark Murray for hanging and
taking down the banner.
Karen Melchar and Robin Gurley for
purchasing all the veggies needed and
their crew of sous-chefs, who peeled,
snapped, chopped, and boiled for the
cause: Kathleen and Liam Black, Angela
Coppola, Nurit Erger, Tony Guida,
Philip and Evan Gurley, Marie Eve
Hammink, Helen Harris, Amy Knapp,
Ping, Justin, Caitlin, and Gillian Lee,
Dominique Maggio, Lisan Martin and
Anna and Harry Cash, Marlene and
Hunter McConnell, Lisa and Joseph
Norris, Marian Purtell, Ruth, Nate, and
Cassie Rabner, Nancy Russell, Benno
and Phoebe Schmidt, Ghina Siddiqui,
Maria and Byrne Whiteaker.
Ralph Osborne and Frank Ritzenberger
for procuring the crabs and chicken,
respectively.
Nicki Wright and her kitchen crew, who
took all those veggies and turned them
into delicious side dishes: Lisa Errington,
Felicia Renee Franklin, Linda Green,
Pat McDonald, Trinity Morgan, Trena
Morgan-Swedenburg, Lori Rieckelman,
Susan Shipp, and Mary K. Young.
Burr Gray and the people who helped
with picking up, setting up, and returning



Bruce and Tom Wilmarth work the ticket table.
the tables and chairs: Phil Amoruso, Rick Duffy,
Burr Gray, Larry Heflin, Mark Leatherman,
Ted Wilmarth, and Nafi and Jorge from Hughes
Landscaping.
The kids who helped with covering the tables with
brown paper: Andrew Bick, Michelle Couste,
Felicia Renee Franklin, Rachel Gray, Robbie
Lund, and Trinity Morgan.
Ruth Rabner, and her crew for helping to pull-off
another successful Bike Parade to the Crab Feast:
Tina Adler; Kathleen, Tom, and Charlie Black;
Robin Gurley; Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter;
Lisan Martin; and Nate Rabner.
Bruce Wilmarth for serving as ticket wrangler.
Pete Couste as crabmeister, and his crew: Jim
Crutchfield, Toby Lloyd, Jeff Riddell, and Carrie
Stokes. Richard Hopkins as head chicken cooker
and his team: Lynn Hopkins, Daniel Hopkins,
Gabrielle Hopkins Hessman, Ritch Kepler, Zach
Lund, and Fred and Judy Mopsik.
Clare Amoruso, again, for overseeing the food
service and her crew of servers: Leslie Baldwin,
Sondra Baxt, Connie Bergfors, Lucy Coleman,
Janet Dence, Walt Dence, Lisa Errington, Susan
Gelb, Linda Green, Meredith Griggs, Kate
Grinberg, Jean Hay, Lynn Hopkins, Barbara
Martin, Robain Mustain, Susan Roberts,
(continued on page 10)
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At left above is Hannah Schacht enjoying some popcorn. In the center is
Rachelle Goldstein with her mother, Sophie Cherol. At top right is this
year’s crab feast organizer, Tina Rouse. Below, Kate Davison, Coral
Stanton and Mariah Murphy work the lemonade stand.
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cont. from page 8

Stephanie Smart, Susan Stewart, Elaine Tama,
and Barbara Wilmarth.
Dave Murphy and his lemon squeezers: Sarah
Bray, Kate Davison, Sean Davison, Ryan
Davison, Mariah Murphy, Olivia Murphy, and
Coral Stanton-Terrones.
Trudi Bick for keeping us all cool with refreshing
drinks, with the help of: Tina Adler, Andrew
Bick, Chris Bick, Tom Black, Steven Cash,
Florence Lehr, Robbie Lund, Lisan Martin, and
Meredith McGuire.
Bob Epstein for his time and his popcorn
machine. Susan Roberts and her pizza vendors:
Kristina Laukaitis and Emily Sartain. Nick
Schacht for serenading us thoroughout. Rick
Hatch for his photojournalistic account of the
Crab Feast. Mike Miller and Tim Weedlun for
taking on the unenviable task of clean-up during
and after the event.

Dawn Page, director of the Cabin John/Brookmont
Children’s Center, for feeding our collective sweet
tooth with the bake sale.
We’d also like to thank:
The Glen Echo Baptist Church, the Church
of the Redeemer, and the St. George Coptic
Orthodox Church for lending us the tables and
chairs. The Bethesda Coop for providing the
produce for the Crab Feast. John Hughes and
Hughes Landscaping for their trucks and strong
backs. Glen Echo Pizza and Subs for providing
the pizza. Our face painter, Brooke Houghton,
from The Party Masters. The Cabin John
Volunteer Fire Department for hosing down the
playground after the Crab Feast.
And finally, kudos to our stalwart CJCA President
Burr Gray and Treasurer Bruce Wilmarth, and
ineffable gratitude to former Crab Feast organizers
Lori Rieckelman and Frank Ritzenberger for
their generously shared wisdom.

At left, the Hearn family from Brookmont make the Cabin
John Crabfeast an annual event. Below, Judie and Fred
Mopsik at work grilling chicken.
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Crab and Chicken Feast Balance Sheet
Item		
Cost
Revenue
Total Cost Total Revenue
Beverages				
$(860.14)
$1,903.00
Lemonade
$(246.00)
$733.00 			
Soda
$(69.07)
$384.00 			
Beer
$(235.02)
$648.00 			
Wine
$(52.23)
$90.00 			
Water
$(17.82)
$48.00 			
Ice
$(240.00)				
Snacks				
$(150.41)
$270.00
Pizza
$(112.80)
$174.00 			
Popcorn
$(37.61)
$96.00 			
Permits				
$(60.00)		
Entertainment			
$(364.95)		
Tickets				
$0.00
$5,105.00
Printing
$0.00 				
Advance Sales		
$3,430.00 			
Door Sales		
$1,675.00 			
Food				 $(1,852.29)		
Equipment				 $(2,017.55)		
Contributions				
$466.82
CJCA Dues		
$130.00 			
Miscellaneous		
$336.82 			
Fundraising Sales				
$584.00
Posters		
$30.00 			
T-shirts		
$520.00 			
Postcards		
$4.00 			
Stickers		
$30.00 			
Miscellaneous			
$(60.00)		
Tip
$(60.00)				
TOTAL				

$(5,365.33)

$8,328.82

Total
$1,042.86

$119.59
$(60.00)
$(364.95)
$5,105.00

$(1,852.29)
$ 2,017.55)
$466.82
$ 584.00

$(60.00)
$2,963.49

Diane Leatherman Memorial

The serving line at this year’s crabfeast. We look forward to
seeing you all again at next year’s event.

A group of Cabin John citizens has planned a
memorial at the Clara Barton Community Center
to honor the memory of Diane, who died in
January. Diane’s exuberance for life and tireless
civic activism is missed by all who knew her.
The memorial consists of an Osage Crepe Myrtle
(already planted) and a beautiful 8’ green powdercoated steel bench with a memorial plaque. Both
will be to the right of the entrance. Should you
wish to contribute toward the memorial, you
may send a check (for the Diane Leatherman
Memorial) to the C.J.C.A. at P.O. Box 164, Cabin
John, Md. 20818.
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301-787-8989

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Sept./Oct. 2006
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:
6410 83rd. Pl
6413 83rd Pl
6414 83rd St
7837 Archbold Ter
7406 Arden Rd
7409 Arden Rd.
7909 Cypress Grove Ln
8026 Cypress Grove Ln
7507 Macarthur Blvd
7639 Macarthur Blvd
14 McKay Cir #0
6703 Tomlinson Ter
6422 Wishbone Ter
6432 Wishbone Ter

12

List Price
$1,299,000
$899,000
$1,395,000
$585,000
$1,750,000
$1,895,000
$3,000
$2,995
$3,400
$1,195,000
$469,000
$1,199,000
$695,000
$785,000

BR
5
4
5
3
6
6
5
5
4
5
3
6
4
3

FB
5
3
4
2
6
5
3
2
2
4
1
4
3
3

HB
0
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
2
1
0
0
1
1

Lvl
3
3
4
3
4
4
4
2
4
3
1
3
3
3
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TREASURE
cont. from page 1

whatever news might be going on that month in that
particular part of our community. If you’d like to be
a “block reporter,” let us know.
Many important anniversaries are coming up
soon. There’s the 50th anniversary of Cabin John
Gardens, the 70th anniversary of the David Taylor
Model Basin, the 75th anniversary of the Cabin
John Volunteer Fire Department and the 400th
anniversary of Captain John Smith’s discovery of
our part of the Potomac. We could use some writers
willing to write about these subjects.
Are you handy with photography? We’re sure there
are hundreds of interesting snapshots that have been
taken in Cabin John over the years, including the
canal area and Cabin John Park. If you have some
good photos of people or places, we’d like to see
them.
If you’re handy with HTML, a group is beginning
to form to figure out a way to integrate the Village
News with the Cabin John website (www.cabinjohn.
org). We also need someone to spearhead the
website activities. If you’re handy with Adobe
InDesign CS, our layout editor could also use some
occasional backup help.
As you can see, there are a number of ways you
can be active with the Village News. Remember,
it’s YOUR paper. Help us unearth all of Cabin
John’s hidden treasures. You can reach us by Email
at milerjefferson@hotmail.com or by mail at P.O.
Box 164. If there is a particular area you’re most
interested in, please let us know.
—The Village News Staff

MacArthur Tennis Court Report
The tennis courts on MacArthur have been due for
a makeover for a while and they’ve finally gotten
one—sorta. The old fence has been replaced by a
new one, the courts have been relaid, and all that
awaits is a final top coat, striping, and new nets.
The contractor responsible for the work is rehabing
6 courts in the county and has until November 15
to finish the work, so by the time you read this or
certainly by mid-November, the tennis courts will
be ready for action again—although you may have
to play with your mittens on. But in the meantime,
the basketball court nearby has also been redone
with new asphalt and new backboards and hoops,
so you can get a workout there while waiting for the
tennis courts to be finished.

If you are thinking of selling or buying
call today for a gree market analysis.
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cont. from page 3

building for 25 years if they restored it. Judy’s initial
involvement was helping to gather volunteers to join
the restoration and to become docents telling visitors
who passed by about it.
In 2002, the Conservancy’s Vice President, Matt
Berris, was supervising and working on the basement
and first floor, but when he left the project to earn
his masters degree, Judy offered to take on a larger
role, to keep the restoration going with part-time
compensation from a Potomac Conservancy
donor. Starting in winter 2004-5, Judy became a

construction supervisor and community resource
organizer. Ultimately, about 350 volunteers worked
on the building. Cabin John groups and individuals
including the Boy Scouts, Hughes Landscaping,
stonemason Jack Mandel, Carlo LaPorta, architect
Tom Manion, the Co-Op, the Market, Judy’s husband
Tim Shank, Al Twanmo, Tom Black, and others
donated all kinds of services. BOWA Construction
donated labor.
Lockhouse 8 exerted a force of gravity on all who
participated in its revitalization. Judy watched as
workers from all sorts of backgrounds “fell in love
with the house.” A great deal of attention was
paid to craftsmanship and authenticity. Rather than
returning the structure to 1830s condition, the choice
was made to restore it to 1920s condition. This
meant that electricity could be made available for
educational programs. During the summer of 2004,
the lockhouse was open with only six docents to
show the progress of the restoration. In May 2005,
with major restoration completed, it became open to
the public as a river learning center with information
on canal history and river protection. Currently, Judy
oversees the lockhouse and trains and coordinates 32
volunteer docents. They too feel a deep attachment
to the building, the site and the stories of canal and
river life.
What is next for a structure and a group of people
who have shown such tenacity? Grants have been
secured to electrify the lockhouse by hooking it
up to power lines. Restoring and enclosing the
back porch, creating museum quality exhibits,
and expanding the weekend activities are on the
list, too. Judy hopes to continue and strengthen
the “Voices of the River” culture series program
she started which has included story tellers and
musicians such as banjoist Reed Martin.
And what does the future hold for Judy Welles?
It is all about family and journalistic activity. No
doubt she’ll continue to walk her cocker spaniel
and Labrador retriever on the towpath. Grandsons
Sam (NY) and Nathan (CO), both born in the last
two months, are undoubtedly on the top of this busy
lady’s agenda. Also, having written articles on the
canal for the summer 2006 issue of Washington
Home and Garden, she is working on one on other
lockhouses for Maryland Life magazine for the
spring 2007 issue. But no matter what, Judy knows
she will always be part of Lockhouse #8.
Scenery, serendipity, community, environmental
conservancy, tenacity, family…Lockhouse 8 is
more than just history.
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Neighborhood Services
MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO.
All ages, all levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal.
301-229-5685.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive
a soothing Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home.
Only $75.00/hr. Gift Certificates available.
Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783.

BANISH HOUSEHOLD CLUTTER & SIMPLIFY YOUR
LIFE. Call Melanie Patt-Corner at “A Place for Everything,”
301-263-9482 or Melanie@Dorsetwest.com. Member National
Association of Professional Organizers.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience,
references. Call Siew at 301-320-4280.
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Daytime walks to keep your
pet happy and healthy. (M-F only) 301-257-1076.
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN: Living right here in your
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical,
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs,
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing,
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds,
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word
by the deadline. If you have questions, call
Lorraine Minor at 301-229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is
published monthly except in
July and December and is sent
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin
John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news,
ads, letters, and subscriptions
to: The Village News PO Box
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or
milerjefferson@hotmail.com]
The next deadline is 10 am,
Wednesday, Nov. 8, for the
issue mailing Nov. 17.
Volunteers who make the
Village News possible: Mike
Miller–editor, Barbara and
Reed Martin–distribution
& proofreading, Lorraine
Minor–business manager, Tim
Weedlun–layout editor.
Regular Contributors:
Burr Gray, Andy Rice,
Barbara Martin.
Ads:
301-229-3515
or mail to Village News at above
address
Neighborly News: 301-229-3482
or barbmartin@comcast.net
Features/News: 301-320-1164
or milerjefferson@hotmail.com
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