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37th Annual Crab & Chicken Feast Festivities
Will Commence at 2:00 PM on September 9
by Lisa Nicholson

It’s time to mark your 
calendars once again, 
because Cabin John’s 
37th Annual Crab 
& Chicken Feast is 
slated for Saturday, 
September 9, from 2-6 
pm at the Clara Barton 
Community Center. A 
local tradition since 
the late 1960s, the feast 
allows Cabin John to 
celebrate its sense of 
community in a relaxed 
manner. Features 
include delicious food 
and refreshments, a 
children’s bike parade 
to the feast, live 
music, children’s entertainment, and Cabin John 
memorabilia and t-shirts for sale.

by Burr Gray

This year’s 8th Annual CJ Potomac River Canoe 
Trip expedition, on July 23, was very different 

from those of the 
previous years. We 
moved the location up 
river so that we put in at 
Violette’s Lock, about 
8 miles northwest of 
Potomac Village. The 
run then takes you down 
a series of very mild 
whitewater stretches, 
after which our group 
moored our boats in the 
middle of the river and 
we did a little swimming 
(not very deep). We 
proceeded to a nice 
sand bar on the Virginia 

side of the river where we had lunch, took a team 
photo, and then proceeded back to the Maryland 
side. At that point, we made a very short portage 
and then paddled back up the C&O Canal to our 
starting point. This loop is prized by boaters since 
it allows you to park your car and put in at the spot 
where you take out. At this point it was about 4:00 
pm, but Dave Smith (head guide) and his assistants 
were not done and they headed out for another run 
accompanied by CJ resident Tim Kallman and his 
friends from South America and Belgium. The 
rest of our crowd, consisting of the following folk, 
were happy to head home: Walt Dence, Ross Dence 
and a friend, Elaine Hornauer, Gill Cook, Robert 
Patch and friend, Scott & Heidi Lewis and their 
kids, Forrest & Lorraine Minor, Pete Couste and 
his two children, Michelle and Christopher, Reed 
Martin, Nick Fobe, Jackie Hoglund and her guest, 
and Burr Gray. All in all, we had about 15 canoes, 
not counting guides. Dave Smith provided his 

8th Annual Canoe Trip Charts New Waters
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Volunteers preparing green beans at last year’s crab feast.

Local businesses, including the Market on 
(continued on page 9)

(continued on page 5)
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26 .......Going Native Ambassador Meeting
 7777 Democracy Blvd.
 9 am - noon (see p. 9)

2 - 4 ........................ Labor Day Art Show
 Spanish Ballroom, Glen Echo Park
 12 - 6 pm (see p. 5)

5 ............................. Fitness Classes begin
 Clara Barton Center
 (see p. 4)

9 ............Cabin John Crab & Chicken Feast
 Clara Barton Center
 2 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

10 .............. Montgomery County Birthday
 Beall-Dawson Park
 103 W. Montgomery Ave., Rockville
 2 - 5 pm (see p. 10)

10 ...............................Voices of the River
 Lockhouse 8 River Center
 3 pm (see p. 8)

26 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 4)

Community
Calendar
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

Thanks to Don Cable for identifying some of the 
unknown kids in the 1976 playground picture that 
appeared in the July Village News.  They are:  #4 
Darla Cable, #5 Brooke Peyton, #6 Chris Busi. 

Pete Quinn of Ericsson Road, commenting on an 
article in the last issue about the streets of Cabin 
John Gardens, writes, “...you state that John Ericsson 
designed the Merrimack.  Actually, Ericsson 
designed the USS Monitor, a Union Navy ironclad 
that Abraham Lincoln is said to have described 
as ‘a cheesebox on a raft.’  Family lore says that 
one of my ancestors worked on its construction in 
Brooklyn...The Confederacy used the hull of the 
burned Union vessel USS Merrimack on which to 
build its ironclad chip, the CSS Virginia.” 

Michael Peterson, 23, of MacArthur Boulevard, 
died in July when the car he was riding in went off 
the road and struck a tree. Michael’s parents are 
Robert and Michele Peterson. Michael worked 
with his brothers, Thomas, James, and Robert, as 
a freelance soundman for media outlets. 

Marty Rouse and Scott Sherman have moved to 
Cypress Grove Lane. Marty is the National Field 
Director for the Human Rights Campaign, and 
Scott works for the Federal government. They 
have a 6-year-old son, Sasha, who will be starting 
kindergarten at Bannockburn and a 2-year-old son, 
David.  Marty and Scott would like to hear from 
neighbors who would be interested in setting up 
play dates for the kids or hellos for the grownups. 

Erez and Amy Levev have come from New York 
to Seven Locks Road with their two 4-year-olds, 
Adam and Ariel. Amy is a physician, and Erez is a 
computer software engineer. 

From the Potomac Conservancy’s newsletter, 
Riverscape, comes the information that our own 
C&O Canal Park, designated in 1971 as a national 
historical park, receives 4.2 million visitors each 
year, more than Yellowstone or Yosemite. Over 100 
rare, threatened, and endangered species exist in 
the park. 

And here’s a letter from a former Cabin John lady.  
“Hello, my name is Mary McMillan (maiden 
Schley, first married name Money). I lived on 
MacArthur Boulevard from ages 2 to 30. Worked 
at the Model Basin for a very long time, and was 

married to Bo Money who was Fire Chief for CJ 
Fire Department Station #10. I attended Churchill 
High for 2 years, then graduated from Whitman in 
1970. I am looking for family, friends, classmates 
who lived in Cabin John or still do, to contact me. I 
would love to get in touch with them. It has been a 
very long time. I remember standing in front of the 
Good and Quick, drinking hot chocolate, waiting 
for the bus with my friends. If you remember me, 
I’m at mmcmillan@graydonmanor.org or (304) 839-
9381, or PO Box 595, Harpers Ferry WV 25423.” 
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by Tina Rouse

Clare Amoruso has never been one to walk away 
from an adventure or a challenge. Born Clare 
Weeks in Wilmington, Delaware, she and her 
older sister and younger brother were raised by 
her mother after her father, a pilot with TWA, was 
killed in a plane crash in 1947, five months before 
her brother was born. Although there was some 
insurance money and Social Security, money was 
tight, so Clare’s mother went to work part-time, 
eventually settling as a secretary to a high school 
principal. There was also family nearby to help 
out—both her maternal grandparents lived about 
ten miles away, in a house they built in 1913, and 
that’s still in the family. 

Her paternal grandmother died in the 1918 flu 
epidemic, leaving her grandfather with two young 
boys. He turned over the care of his youngest son 
to a young couple next door, who were childless. 
Although Clare’s grandfather eventually remarried 
and began a new family, Clare’s father remained 
with the couple until his foster father passed away 
and his foster mother remarried. He was then 
taken in by relatives of his foster father. Despite 
the fact they were only fourteen years older 
than him, they formed a strong family bond and 
remained active as grandparents to Clare and her 
siblings after her father passed away.

With a strong family, Clare had a happy childhood 
and was a good student, attending Catholic school 
until tenth grade, when she switched to 
the local public school. She excelled at 
mathematics and problem solving, but 
was unsure what she wanted to study or 
be when she went to the University of 
Delaware, and left with an associate’s 
degree in general studies.

Sparked by a longstanding desire to live 
in a big city, Clare and a friend decided to 
move to Washington in 1966, where Clare 
had lined up a job as a secretary at the U.S. 
Agency for International Development. 
With her roommate teaching in Rockville, 
and her job in Foggy Bottom, the two 
decided to live halfway in between, and 
rented a place in Alden Apartments, on the 
corner of Wisconsin Avenue and Bradley 
Boulevard. Rent was a whopping $105 
a month. Washington was a beehive of 
activity during the Vietnam War, filled 
with young men in uniform. Eventually, 

Clare and several 
friends decided to 
relocate to Georgetown 
to be closer to the 
museums, dance clubs, 
memorials, and all the 
happening places. 

The riots of April 
1968 that devastated 
Washington after 
the assassination of 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr., changed all that. 
By January 1969, Clare 
decided that it was time 
to move on, packing 
up her light blue VW 
beetle with sun roof and 
heading cross country. 
Her driving companion 
had learned to drive 
weeks before the trip, 
and needed Clare to 
help shift when she 
got up to highway speeds. They passed through 
El Paso (a disappointment), Las Vegas (fun), but 
skipped the Grand Canyon (too cold). Knowing 
that on this move, she had no job lined up and 
waiting for her, every morning Clare would wake 

Clare Amoruso: Living the Can-Do Lifestyle 

Clare Amoruso
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

Next CJCA Meeting—1) Steve Shofar, WSSC 
Waste Water Collection – Group System Manager, 
will talk about the spill of approximately 600,000 
gallons of sewage into the CJ Creek in early July 
and what is being done to prevent such spills in the 
future; 2) CJCA projects for 2007.

Summary of CJ Dumpster Days—Once every 
few years, Cabin Johners go into their basements, 
grab something, and then engage in the catharsis 
of CJCA’s organized event now called Dumpster 
Days. This year, all four large dumpsters were 
filled, two loads of scrap metal were collected, one 
trailer of computer equipment went for recycling, 
and two trailers of latex paint left Cabin John. 
Quite a haul. CJCA paid for the dumpsters, which 
was a change from the past, since the County’s 
contract with its waste contractors does not provide 
for such community events any more. This year 

also presented a challenge since we had 
hoped to be able to collect oil-based paints 
but were told by the County that they 
would issue us fines and citations if we 
collected such waste. So, the good news 
is that the event organizers, Michaela 
Palumbo, Werner Schumann and Burr 
Gray, managed to avoided getting arrested. 
We had lots of help from the following 
people: Pat Dobak, Ed Schmauss, Judy 
Lund and her sons Zach and Robby, Larry 

Heflin, Robinwyn Lewis, and Angela Coppola. A 
couple of CJ residents deserve special mention: 
Reed Martin (who drove the latex paint trailer), and 
John Rabner (who took the computer equipment for 
recycling). 

Cabin John Fourth of July Parade—Peppi & 
Tim Bolger and their family once again organized 
a terrific July 4th event that saw a larger than 
usual attendance, as well as a fire truck and 
the Chief of the Cabin John Fire Department. 
Reed Martin brought his antique car to lead the 
rebellious throngs down the bike path. John Hall 
did a terrific job of stirring the crowd’s emotions 
with the immortal words “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness.”  The flags were up along 
MacArthur Blvd, stirring patriotic feelings. (They 
were knocked down in the very short violent storm 
that followed the next week, but Danny Harris 
and Reed Martin got them back up in record time. 
Thanks, guys.)

Next Cabin John Blood Drive Oct. 1, 2006—The 
next community Blood Drive will take place on 
Sunday, Oct. 1 at the Clara Barton Community 
Center in Cabin John. Please contact Cabin John 
resident Karen Melchar (ardenroad@mac.com, or 
301-229-9049) if you are willing and able to donate 
blood, or if you can man the sign-in table or help in 
other ways. 

The next meeting of the 
CJCA will be Sept. 26, 
7:30 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center.

DEFINITIONS LOW IMPACT AEROBICS (Class #159063):  Choreography-based, fun and creative one-
hour class for beginner to intermediate. Monday and Friday 9:15-10:15 am.  September 8 - December 
18. Teacher is AFAA and CPR certified. $140
 
DEFINITIONS STRENGTH TRAINING:  Body strength, flexibility and endurance using free weights. 
Please bring mat/towel and light hand weights to class. Beginner to intermediate. Tuesday and 
Thursday, 9:15-10:15 am. (Class #159066 9/5-12/19; $140); and Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-8:00 pm. 
(Class #159067 9/5-11/28; $110).  

DEFINITIONS MAT PILATES (Class #159065): 34 exercises designed to improve overall body strength, 
balance, flexibility and core abdominal muscles. Bring mat/towel. Instructor ACE & CPR certified. 
Wednesday, 8:15-9:15 am. September 6 – November 8. $60

Register on-line at www.montgomerycountmd.gov or call the Customer Service desk during business 
hours at (240) 777-6840. You can also register by picking up a Recreation Department book at any 
Montgomery County Rec Center. The registration form is included in the book.

If you have any questions, please contact Juliet Rodman at beyondfit123@aol.com or 301.229.2390 or 
Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com or 301.263.0388. Feel free to contact Juliet Rodman if you would 
like to try out any of these classes before you register. Thanks, and we hope to see you at the Clara 
Barton Community Center.

Fall Fitness Classes Begin September 5 at Community Center
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Crab Feast Volunteers Needed!
Community service credit offered for local students

Openings are available in the following areas:
■ Set up ■ Clean up
■ Servers ■ Cooking chickens, crabs, 
     and side-dishes
■ Vegetable preparation ■ Pizza, popcorn, and drink 
     sales
■ Entertainment ■ Photography

Contact 301-221-7827 or cjcrabfeast@aol.com

eight canoes essentially 
for free since he does 
not charge for his time 
and allows the canoe 
rental fees to help cover 
guide costs. Thanks 
Dave, as always. We 
also rented a number 
of canoes from Spring 
River Co. in Rockville 
at a reduced rate, 
thanks to the generosity 
of their owner Brad 
Reardon, who did not 
charge for the canoe 
trailer. The guides that 
Dave brings with him 
have been with us a 
number of times and are 
unfailingly cheerful. 
Apparently that is one 
of the cardinal rules 
of guiding. Next year, 
we plan to start a little 
further upstream, do the 
canal on the VA side, 
that George Washington 
built, and then take out 
further downstream.

CANOE TRIP
cont. from page 1

Don’t Miss the Glen Echo Labor Day Art Show & Sale
WHAT: The 36th Annual Labor Day Art Show will feature the 

work of more than 150 regional artists. Artworks for 
sale include sculpture, paintings, ceramics, glass 
and jewelry. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 2 - Monday, September 4, 12 to 
6 pm.

WHERE: Glen Echo Park Spanish Ballroom.

COST: Free

The historic Dentzel Carousel will be operating throughout the show.  

This year’s group photo of intrepid Potomac River explorers.
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Village News Editor is London Bound

Two Cabin John families will be leaving the Cabin John area this month 
and were treated to a special bon voyage party on July 29th at the home 
of John & Ruth Rabner. Among those departing is Village News editor 
Heidi Brown-Lewis.

Heidi’s husband, Scott Lewis, who is an IT consultant, was presented 
with an attractive offer to head up another office with his company in 
London, England. Heidi and Scott both felt the opportunity to spend 
three years abroad was too good to pass up. Their new home is not too 
far from Kew Gardens.

Also departing are Greg & Maria Whiteaker of Arden Road. The 
Whiteakers have been renters in Cabin John for several years. Their sleepy 
cul-de-sac, however, is transforming with the construction of two new 
mega homes, with two more in the development stages. The Whiteaker’s 
landlord decided it was a good time to cash in on their investment.

The Lewis family has been living at the corner of 75th Place and 
MacArthur Blvd for many years. They plan to hold on to their Victorian 
with the hopes of returning to Cabin John when Scott’s London 
assignment is completed.

Heidi, who is a vice president of marketing at Sony Records, has been 
editor for our local newsletter for 8 years. She initially only planned to 
serve on a temporary basis, but quickly discovered she was in for the long 
haul. Mike Miller of 76th St. will be taking over for her while she’s away.

We wish both families the best of luck in their future endeavors!

HERBAL MEDICINE
HOLISTIC HEALTH CARE

MOLLY CARR
Herbalist & Nurse Practitioner 

Cabin John Resident since 1996

One Medicine Associates
Dr. April & Dr. Spiegel
6211 Executive Blvd.
Rockville, MD 20852

301-814-6317 (cell)  
MollyCarr@yahoo.com

Back row: Scott Lewis, Maria Whiteaker, Greg Whiteaker. Middle row:  Byrne 
Whiteaker, Riley Lewis, Heidi Brown-Lewis. Front row: Daisy Lewis, Elise 
Whiteaker & Lennon Lewis. 
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For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer

& Amy Mermelstein

Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.

Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477

www.abeillehomes.com

Please Help Sell Crab Feast Tickets on Your Street!

The Cabin John Crab Feast is the only fund-raiser and the biggest community 
event this year. During the end of August and the beginning of September 
neighbors will be visiting houses on their street to sell advance tickets for this 
September 9 event.

Advance ticket sales are important. Residents can save a $1.00 per ticket 
when purchased in advance and these sales guarantee that the thousands of 
dollars in expenses to put on the crab feast are covered.

We need ticket sellers for the following streets:

Archbold Terrace MacArthur Boulevard (any portion)
Barkwater Court Persimmon Court
Buxton Terrace Seven Locks Road
Cypress Grove Lane Tomlinson Avenue (off Persimmon Tree Road)
Endicott Court Tomlinson Avenue (between Seven Locks and 

 MacArthur)

This should only take an hour or two of your time. We ask that you go to 
each home on your street. If no one is home, leave a form behind telling them 
that you were there and they can contact you to buy tickets. There is a single 
$10.00 ticket for all entree combinations served at the crab feast. We will 
drop the tickets and forms off at your home and pickup any remaining tickets 
and the money from your sales.

Be a part of this great Cabin John event!  Call Clare Amoruso (320-2685) or 
Lisa Landsman (229-1747) to volunteer.     Thanks!

up and ask herself: “What am I doing?”  But soon 
after they arrived in San Francisco, which was still 
reeling from 1967’s Summer of Love, Clare settled 
into a job as a secretary in an insurance company. 
She had a great time in California—attended the 
Altamont Music Festival and other rock concerts, 
traveled to Lake Tahoe, Mendocino, San Diego, 
Los Angeles, made a lot of friends—but when 
her roommate got married and moved to LA, she 
decided she was really an Easterner at heart, and 
decided to move back to DC.

After a short detour to explore Europe by train, 
financed by the sale of her trusty Beetle, Clare 
arrived back in Washington in the spring of 1972, 
and got a job on Capitol Hill as a secretary to 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. She 
worked with the Subcommittee for Multinational 
Corporations, which had just been created to 
investigate ITT and the CIA’s involvement in the 
overthrow of Chilean President Salvador Allende. 
There was a very small staff, and everyone was 
very involved in the subcommittee’s activities. As 
a result of her exposure to the use of computers to 
analyze Congressional actions and policies, Clare 
decided to capitalize on her talent for math and 
problem solving, and enrolled in evening computer 
science classes at American University. She 

AMORUSO
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 14)
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On September 10, 3 pm, eco-historian Hayden 
Matthews will tell river stories at the Lockhouse 
8 River Center on the C&O Canal. He will speak 
as part of the Potomac Conservancy’s “Voices of 
the River” programs at the historic lockhouse. One 
story will tell of the failed escape of the 76 slaves 
aboard the sailing ship Pearl in 1848. The events 
preceding and following their escape highlight 
the gross injustices and hypocrisy of slave trading 
openly thriving in the nation’s capitol prior to the 
Civil War. 

Two programs will conclude “Voices of the River” 
during October at the River Center at Lockhouse 8. 

On Sunday, October 1, at 3 pm, Albert “Abby” 
Ybarra, an environmentalist who walks the 
spiritual Red Road of Native American culture, 
will talk about tribal ways of knowing water. He 
will compare tribal relationships with water to 
basic principals of water science. He looks at  
his own culture from the Yaqui in Arizona and  
the Zapotec people near Mexico City to help  
people “find their heart for matters that deal with 
the environment.”  

Ybarra is the former Community Environmental 
Education Coordinator for the District of Columbia. 
He currently works as a program consultant for a 
number of environmental educational organizations 
such as Project Learning Tree.

On Sunday, October 15, 3-4 pm, “Voices of the 
River” programs will wrap up with “Fiddlin’ on the 
Porch.” The fiddle and guitar duo called Kitchen 
Gorilla will return with a medley of river-oriented 
folk strumming. 

Fiddler Lisa Robinson and guitarist Joel Edelman 
of Arlington, VA, also performed at the River 
Center in July. Their music ranged from American 

folk songs to Scandinavian waltzes, traditional old 
English dance melodies to old-time Appalachian 
foot-stompers. Ms. Robinson has also composed a 
number of folk tunes in traditional styles. Edelman 
has been a participant in the Washington folk 
music scene for over 25 years. 

“Voices of the River” programs are free and open 
to all.

The River Center at Lockhouse 8 is located near 
Cabin John and can be reached by car from the 
Lock 8 parking pullout on Clara Barton Parkway, 
east, or by walking from 79th Street in Cabin John 
or from the towpath. 

River Center Closes Oct.15 After Busy Summer 
The River Center at Lockhouse 8 has had an active 
visitor season with nearly 2,000 visitors since it 
opened in May. Some 30 volunteer docents have 
helped to keep the River Center open to visitors on 
weekends. They provided information about the 
history of the canal and the lockhouse along with 
displays and material about the Potomac River and 
river-friendly practices. 

A tip of the hat and many thanks to the following 
docents—many from Cabin John, Glen Echo, and 
Carderock Springs—who dedicated a morning or 
afternoon every month to the River Center and 
C&O Canal: Adnan Alsaffar, Carlotta Anderson, 
Jim Anderson, Steve Boyce, Ed Cohn, Ann Dorsey, 
Margaret Edison, Irene Ewing, Marijke Gate, 
Meredith Griggs, Joe Hage, Aris Harrison, Richard 
Hirsh, Lorrie Kaplan, Judy Thibault Klevins, 
Dennis Krizek, Ben Litten, Roger Lohman, Trudy 
Lohman, Gail Meaker, Carolyn Osborne, Greg 
Pederson, Joan Rubin, P.J. Ryan, Kyna Rubin, Tim 
Shank, Judi Stilwell, Al Twanmo, Bob Wilbur, 
Anne Wolfe. Judy Welles coordinated the volunteer 
and “Voices of the River” programs.

Talkin’ and Fiddlin’ On River Center Porch
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GROWING NATIVE SEEKS AMBASSADORS  
TO GET NUTS FOR CLEAN WATER

The Potomac Conservancy will launch its Growing Native Ambassador 
training in August. Growing Native addresses local and state nurseries’ 
need for native tree seedlings to support expanding reforestation and 
restoration efforts in the Potomac River watershed. 

Growing Native was formed in 2001 as a program of the Potomac 
Conservancy in collaboration with the Potomac Watershed Partnership to 
collect native tree seeds, such as acorns and walnuts, and to plant native 
trees along streams across the region. The seeds collected are donated 
to state nurseries, grown into seedlings, and planted by volunteers in the 
spring season. In addition to improving air quality and scenic beauty, the 
trees act as buffers along creeks and rivers, filtering harmful industrial 
and agricultural runoff. Volunteers help the Growing Native program 
thrive by creating forests for tomorrow. 

The Growing Native Ambassador program seeks volunteers eager to learn 
to identify native trees in their neighborhood. The free training sessions 
will prepare Ambassadors to conduct their own seed collection and spread 
the word about Growing Native to other local community groups.

“Becoming a Growing Native Ambassador is a fun way to get involved 
in your community,” said Colleen Langan, Growing Native Coordinator. 
“You learn to identify native trees, you help promote clean water, and 
you meet a variety of people who care about keeping our region clean 
and green.”

One Growing Native Ambassador Training will take place in each 
state throughout the Potomac River watershed (Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and the District of Columbia). The Growing 
Native Ambassador Training in Maryland is scheduled for Aug. 26, 
2006, at the Locust Grove Nature Center in Montgomery County (7777 
Democracy Blvd inside Cabin John Regional Park) from 9 am until noon. 
NOTE: Please RSVP Colleen Langan at langan@potomac.org or 301-
608-1188 ext. 211 if you plan to attend. 

Girl scouts and boy scouts have been active participants in past 
collection activities and now there’s a new booklet specific to scouting 
participants throughout the Potomac River watershed. “Go Nuts for 
Scouting” informs scouts how they can earn a Growing Native patch 
through a proper seed collection in the fall. The booklet also identifies 
what scout requirements Growing Native activities fulfill for official 
scout badges and pins. The booklet will be available to download this 
fall on the Growing Native website, or scout leaders can receive a free 
booklet by mail when they register their group on the Growing Native 
website at www.growingnative.org. 

For more information on Growing Native, Growing Native Ambassador 
Training Sessions or how to become involved in your community, visit the 
website at http://www.growingnative.org. 

the Boulevard and the Bethesda Natural Food 
Co-Op, contribute to the cuisine. The Cabin 
John/Brookmont Children’s Nursery will offer 
scrumptious desserts to raise funds for their non-
profit programs. Cabin John resident Bob
Epstein provides fresh popcorn, while Cabin John 
resident David Murphy brews homemade lemonade. 
Beer and wine will also be available.

The bike parade starts at 2 pm, and prizes will be 
awarded to all children who participate. Meet at the 
corner of 79th Street & MacArthur Blvd. (across 
from the Market on the Boulevard) and ride to the 
Crab Feast at the Clara Barton Community Center.

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the vegetables 
ahead of time, and to help on the day of the event 
in a variety of capacities (including set-up and 
clean up; cooking, serving, and selling food and 
drinks; advance ticket sales; photography; and 
entertainment). Volunteering
is a fun way to meet neighbors and it’s really needed 
to make this traditional event go well.

All proceeds are used to benefit the Cabin John 
Citizens Association’s efforts to enhance the quality 
of life for local residents, and towards publishing 
the Village News, which brings Cabin John residents 
unique local and historical information as well 
as topical local stories. Local volunteers run the 
Association, which hosts a variety of community 
events such as the July 4th Parade, river canoe trips, 
and the annual December Holiday Party.

Tickets are available for $11 at the door, and $10 if 
bought in advance.

For info or to volunteer, call 301-221-7827 or  
email cjcrabfeast@aol.com. For advance tickets, 
call 301-320-2685.

CRABFEAST
cont. from page 1
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Have you just too much stuff and don’t know
where to start?

Do you wish your living space was less congested?
Are you fed up and need inspiration?

Then let me help you...

GET ORGANIZED!
No mess, no stress

Say yes to less!

Call Fiona today: 301-593-4026

Happy 229th Birthday Montgomery County!

The Maryland Constitutional Convention voted to 
create Montgomery County on September 6, 1776. To 
celebrate this momentous occasion, the Montgomery 
County Historical Society and the Montgomery 
County Historic Preservation Commission host an 
annual birthday party. Explore Montgomery County’s 
history at this special day with activities, a history 
hunt, displays by local historical groups, living history 
presentations, exhibits, lectures, videos, music and, of 
course, birthday cake. For more up-to-date information, 
look on the web at www.montgomeryhistory.org. This 
event is co-sponsored by the Montgomery County 
Historical Society and Montgomery County Historic 
Preservation Commission.

WHEN:  Sunday, September 10 from 2 to 5 pm. A list of scheduled 
events will be available in August.

WHERE:  Beall-Dawson Historical Park, 103 West Montgomery 
Avenue, Rockville

COST:  Free

Congratulations to all the Whitman students who 
made the honor roll. Cabin John can be proud 
of: Olivia Ackerman, Eryn Alloway, Wynne 
Anderson, Katherine Barnhard, Jessie Brown, 
Braedon Bumpers, Katelyn Davison, Aiden 
Fitzgerald, Jennifer Ford, Elizabeth Fortune, 
Kyle Fyock, Keva Garg, Michael Goldstein, 
Julia Goodwin, Caleb Hii,  Matthew Jennings, 
Jane Kepler, Gregory Kingscott, Amanda 
Lacurto, John Lin, Zachary Lund, Craig Miller, 
Lauren Neudorfer, McKenzie Nunes, Katherine 
Patch, Essam Qassom, Ryan Reisberg, David 
Robers, Garrick Sheldon, Jessica Stahl, Zoe 
Walsh, Kate Wilkoff, Catherine Wilmarth, Sara 
Wright, Wesley Yan, Tania Yavari.

Please send news items about present or past 
residents to Barbara Martin at 301-229-3482 or 
email barbmartin@comcast.net.

NEIGHBORLY NEWS
cont. from page 2
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301-787-8989

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John June/August 2006
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl
7909 Cypress Grove Ln $3,500 5 3 1 4
7507 Macarthur Blvd $3,500 4 2 2 4
14 McKay Cir #0 $490,000 3 1 0 1
6432 Wishbone Ter $785,000 3 3 1 3
6508 Seven Locks Rd $785,500 4 2 0 3
7909 Cypress Grove Ln $975,000 5 3 1 4
6413 83rd Pl $1,050,000 4 3 1 3
6703 Tomlinson Ter $1,269,000 6 4 0 3
6410 83rd. Pl $1,299,000 5 5 0 3
7406 Arden Rd $1,750,000 6 6 1 4
7409 Arden Rd. $1,895,000 6 5 1 4

SOLD List Price Sold For:
Ericsson Rd. #0 $440,000 $410,000
6617 81st. St. $799,000 $674,000
8013 Cypress Grove Ln. $872,000 $860,000
7713 Tomlinson Ave. $1,695,000 $1,735,857
6416 83rd. St. $690,000 $650,000
7992 Riverside Dr. $1,695,000 $1,695,000
7 Thorne Rd. #7 $430,000 $430,000
6524 77th St. $1,699,000 $1,700,000
7913 Cypress Grove Ln. $979,000 $960,000
6914 Seven Locks Rd. $1,399,000 $1,400,000
7870 Archbold Ter $525,000 $536,000

WITHDRAWN:
10 Carver Rd.
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I’m writing a column this time on a subject on 
which I have remarkably little hard data, so I look 

to you, readers of this column, to fill me 
in on the many missing facts.

The subject is Cabin John T-shirts. Over 
the years, since the early 1980’s—and 
maybe even earlier—there seem to have 
been eleven different T-shirts pro-
duced in Cabin John for the Cabin John 
Citizens Association. There is no single 
collection of all these shirts, as far as I 
am aware, but thanks to the generosity of 
many Cabin Johners who responded to 
my request of a few months ago, I have 

been able to assemble a complete set. Tim Weedlun 
has scanned in the design of each, and they are all 
reproduced on this page.

What is lacking for most of them is information 
on who designed them and when they came out. 
Several of them, it is clear from old Village News 

articles, were produced 
on the occasion of the 
annual crab feast. At 
least twice the Citizens 
Association ran a com-
petition and awarded 
cash prizes for the best 
design. In September 
1982, for instance, 
Linda France won $100 
for her design, but the 
article does not say what 
the design was. Can 
anyone identify it as one 
of those pictured here? 

(In the same competition, Dave Murphy was award-
ed honorable mention.)

Two years later, in 
another competi-
tion, Linda France 
and Cathie Nelson 
jointly designed the 
top entry (again not 
described in the Vil-
lage News article), 
winning the $100 
prize, and their shirt 
was on sale for $8 at 
the crab feast. (The 
1982 version had 
been sold for only 
$6.50.) Second place winner, with a $25 prize, was 
Alexis Gelb, then 8 years old, with Julie Marquardt, 
age 7, receiving honorable mention. Alexis’s shirt, 
identifiable with its legend of “Cabin John is My 
Place in the Sun,” was also a popular seller at the 
crab feast.

Jump ahead to 1991. The Citizens Association 
was then engaged in a legal controversy with the 

by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John

Cabin John Loves Its T-Shirts
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have featured the bridge, but several 
people have identified the one showing 
the bridge and the words “Built 1863” 
as the one produccd in 2001.

Anyone who can provide more infor-
mation about these shirts is invited to 
do so, by communicating with me at 
aerice@comcast.net or by mail at 6517 
80th Street. I’ll give an update in the 
next issue of the Village News.

Special thanks to 
those who lent, or 
offered to lend, 
T-shirts from their 
wardrobe so that 
the shirts could 
be photographed 
for this story: 
Clare Amoruso, 
Sondra Baxt, Julia 
Burch, John & 
Susan Gelb, Susan 
Graham, Linda 
Green, Larry He-
flin, Steve Magnuson, Dave Murphy, 
Marty Scheinberg, Paul Shedlarski, 
and Bob Witt.

developers of the shopping center and produced the 
shirt to raise funds for legal costs. On sale for $8 

(children’s sizes) and $10 (adult sizes), with checks 
to be made payable to the “Cabin John Legal De-
fense Fund,” the shirt showed a mule and the phrase 
“Cabin John Still Kicking.”

In November 2001 the Union Arch Bridge re-
opened after a long closure for repairs. The Citizens 
Association celebrated by holding a re-opening 
party and issuing another T-shirt. Again, no descrip-
tion of the shirt appeared in the newsletter and, as 
you can see, several of the designs over the years 
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received her degree in 1977, and by that time had 
taken a position as a technical writer and policy 
analyst with the Senate Computer Center. 

Along the way, she ran into another Wilmington 
native, a young man she had casually dated during 
her last sojourn in Washington. His name was Phil 
Amoruso; he was an administrator at the National 
Institutes of Health, and, in October of 1976 
at the Hotel Dupont in Wilmington, they were 

married. They set up house in Phil’s Gaithersburg 
townhouse, which presented a major change from 
Clare’s previous bicycle commute from Capitol 
Hill to work, and began shortly to look for vacant 
lots closer to downtown DC. When their first 
son, Nick, was born in 1979, their search took a 
more urgent tone, and they found a corner lot in 
Cabin John in January 1980. The funky, eclectic 
neighborhood won them over, but it took until 
1984 for them to actually build a house, doing 
most of the interior work themselves. They moved 
in at the end of 1984, and by this time, the family 
had expanded to include David, who was born 
in 1981. Clare had by now moved to the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology as a 
programmer analyst, and then her third son, Paul, 
was born in 1985. Reliable daycare, through NIST, 
a nanny, and the Cabin John/Brookmont Childcare 
Center, allowed Clare to continue her career. 
She eventually headed back to the Hill, taking a 
part-time job in the Senate Record Votes Office of 
the Democratic Policy Committee, documenting 
and analyzing votes and policies. Her workload 
gradually increased, until she returned to full-
time status when Phil retired in 1998 and could be 
home to take care of the kids. 

Her fondest memory of her job began with a rather 
mundane task. In November 2002, Clare and a 
colleague were cleaning out some Senate basement 
storerooms, to make way for the construction of 
the post-9/11 Capitol Visitors Center. Finishing 
with their own storeroom, they ventured into 
another committee’s, which was filled with boxes 
and papers slated for disposal the following day. 
Most were employee health benefit forms and the 
like, but something caught Clare’s eye: an old 
canvas-bound book. Opening it, they found ornate, 
faded signatures, some familiar: John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, Aaron Burr. At first they 
believed the book must be a copy, but the Senate 
Historian confirmed that they were authentic. The 
book was the Senators Compensation and Mileage, 
1790-1881, an accounts ledger of pay and mileage 
long thought to be lost forever. This caused quite 
a stir, with coverage in the Washington Post, 
Smithsonian Magazine, and on C-SPAN.

Clare’s involvement in the Cabin John community 
began slowly, but she has become a stalwart in so 
many activities. She volunteered to be the business 
manager of the Village News when Susan Gelb 
retired, and kept this up for seven years. She was 
also the treasurer of the Cabin John Citizen’s 
Association (CJCA) for three years in the late 
1980s. In 1995, she got involved with the annual 
Crab and Chicken Feast. The Crab Feast was 

AMORUSO
cont. from page 3
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services
BANISH  HOUSEHOLD  CLUTTER  &  SIMPLIFY  YOUR  LIFE. 
Call Melanie Patt-Corner at “A Place for Everything,” 301-263-9482 or 
Melanie@Dorsetwest.com. Member National Association of Professional 
Organizers.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing Swed-
ish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift Certificates 
available.  Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Day time walks to keep your pet happy and 
healthy. (M-F only) 301-257-1076.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280.

originally held in a grove off Longridge Road, 
and celebrated the diversity and natural setting 
of the Cabin John community. She first helped to 
serve the food, then took charge of the serving 
volunteers, and then was asked to take charge of 
the advance ticket sales. She also occasionally 
has helped to clean and cut veggies for the side 
dishes. Clare realized how crucial advance sales 
are to the success of the Crab Feast, and, as the 
largest CJCA fundraising event, to many of 
the activities that the CJCA sponsors. In good 
weather, the Crab Feast brings in about half its 
revenue through advance sales, but in bad weather, 
turn-out drops significantly. Clare has never had 
a problem lining up servers, but there is always a 
struggle to get volunteers to offer advance tickets 
to their neighbors, with some streets not covered 
at all. She has also recently been on the organizing 
committee of the Cabin John house tour.

If you wonder how Clare has managed to do all this 
while working full time, take heart in the fact that 
Clare retired in 2005. Her kids are now grown, with 
Nick working for the National Democratic Institute 
in finance, David is working in Baltimore, and 
Paul is beginning his junior year at Hunter College 
in New York in film. Since retirement, Clare has 
started playing in two tennis groups, reads with 
two book clubs, takes exercise classes at the Clara 
Barton Center three or four times a week, and has 
taken an interior design course at Montgomery 
College. She and Phil have been traveling all 
over the world – Argentina, Italy, Russia, Israel, 
England, Portugal, Central America. And lately, 
Clare has been helping to move her mother into an 
assisted care facility and close up the family house. 
Clare has certainly proven the adage “the more you 
do, the more you can do.”

Children’s Bike Parade

Decorate your bikes, strollers, scooters, 
wagons, etc. and join in the fun! Prizes 
will be awarded to all children who 
participate in the Parade.

Meet at 2 pm, September 9th, at the 
corner of 79th and MacArthur Blvd. 
(across from the Market on the Blvd.).
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issue mailing Sept. 22. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: Mike 
Miller–editor, Barbara and 
Reed Martin–distribution 
& proofreading, Lorraine 
Minor–business manager, Tim 
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FOR SALE: New Samsung cell phone, $200 value 
with home and car charger. 301-229-6319.

FREE PIANO:  Good as a “starter” for a student. 
Yours for the moving. Call Mark 301-229-7412

PIANO LESSONS: Now accepting new students, 
7 and older. Susan Roberts. 301-320-4451.

NEED TO RENT GARAGE SPACE for 1931 
Ford. Please call Reed Martin 301-229-3482.

FALL WATERCOLOR CLASSES. Small, 
friendly classes for adults. All levels, including 
complete beginners. Held in teacher’s Victorian 
home in Garrett Park. Martha Seigel, MFA, The 
American University. 25 years experience. Call 
301-946-5388.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and 
payment of $0.25 per word by the 
deadline. If you have questions, call 
Lorraine Minor at 301-229-3515.


