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!i~iBethesda Natural Food Co-op
~ i ~ : signs long term lease in Cabin

BABIESWe have an abundance of babies born recently. And all but one are boys!
D i a n a a n d A d r i a a n C a r t e r have a new family member.
S o n J o s l m a F o r r e s t arrived in November. Diana is a
speech pathologist for Montgomery County schools. Adi
is a research physicist at NIST. The Carters live on Riverside Avenue.
M o n l e a a n d Pascal P i t t m a n welcomed son Taylor Pascad to their family in November. Taylor joins brothers
Caleb and Ben who are students at Whitman High
School. Monica is an interior designer; Pascal is an architect. The Pittmans live on 8oth Place.
Another November baby is Sebastian Miles Purkewltz,
born to S h a n n o n a n d J o e l P u r k e w l t z of 8zst Street. Sebastian's sister is Cecella, 2. Joel is with the World Bank
Institute. The family moved to Cabin John a year ago.
S a m u e l M a r e M e r m e l s t e i n was also born in November,
the first child for A m y a n d R o g e r M e r m e ,lsteln of
Tomlinson Avenue. Amy works for Marriott s relocation
department; Roger is in marketing and sales.
Former 79th Street residents J o a n n i e a n d David F i s c h e r
were blessed with N o a h Francis, born in December.
The Fischers are living in Palo Alto, California, where David is earning his PhD in economics at Stanford.
And now for the girl. Molly Rothsehad was born in Ded
cember to S t e f i u ~ a n d Gregg Rotltseln'ld of 78th
Street. The family is temporarily living with their parents while their house is being renovated. Stefanie is the
sister of Rob H e r s e o w i t z of Woodrow Place. Gregg
works on the Hill
n a n d Rene A d a m s checked in from Ashiand, Oregon.
ey moved there with daughters Ella and Grace in
January, selling their home on 7,gth Street. The Adamses
report that they have bough a little z3-acre ranch in
Southern Oregon. Our next-door neighbors have five
cows all named Bessie."

Mac Barnes died in January. Mac lived in Cabin John
more than 50 years, most of them in the Gardens. He
leaves four sons: Maelde in Dale City, Virginia; P e t o in
Mt. Airy, Maryland; Michael in Imperial, Missouri; and
Bill in Luray, Virginia. Before his retirement, Mac Barnes
worked as a
'amter at the US Soldiers and Airmens Home in
ashington.
H e n r y Reuss, who lived with his wife Margaret on Riverside Drive for many years, has died in Tiburon, Califorcontinued on page 2
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7:3o p. ]mJ.T u e s d a ~ e b ~ ' o o 2
at the Clara Barton Community
Center: Agenda: (i) Discussion o f c o m m u n i t y
response to C o u n t y cutbacks in hours o f Clara Barton C o m m u n i t y C e n t e r

Summary o f Minuit:~/-fi-omJan, 22, 2oo2
CJCA Meeting
i. Lockhouse 8 Presentation. Matthew Logan, Executive Director of The Potomac Conservancy, gave a short
presentation on the work that the Conservancy has done
so far in renovating Lockhouse 8 and the plans for the
future. He was joined by his colleague, Matt Berres, and
by US C&O Canal Park Service Officer John Noel, and
architect Tom Manion (who is assisting with the design
of the renovation).
TheConservancy recently signed a 25-year agreement
with the C&O Canal to renovate the historic building
and to use it as an educational center on various aspects
of the River and Canal. The Conservancy expects to
steer visitors to theparking lot off the Parkway and
hopes thatpart of the renovated space might serve as a
gallery for local artists and others. It might even be
possible at some point for small groups to hold meetings
there.
To date, the Conservancy and its volunteers, which include numerous CabinJohners, have removed old plaster
and shoveled dirt from the basement deposited by numerous floods over the years. The Park Service has installed a new roof and gutters and whitewashed t h e
walls.
The initial funding for this enterprise was provided by
the Carlson Family Foundation (you may see Jim Carlson
down at the Lockhouse on occasion). Mathew noted
that they have a long ways to go on this project and
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
welcome help, including in particular skilled labor such as
carpenters and stone cutters. (If you fit this category and
are willing to volunteer some time to the project, contact
Matt Berres berres@potomac.org.) Historic photos show
the existence of a front porch.

D a n n y , T h a n k s for t h e FlagsW e owe a large thanks to D a n n y H a r r i s and
V F W p o s t for keeping the flags up along MacArmur
Blvd following the events of September ilth.
Many residents, andparticularly those who had been
out of town on that day, mentioned the emotional'feeling that occurred when they pulled into Cabin John
and weregreeted by the red, white & blue's. Danny
decided that it was probably time to bring the flags
down but he decided to leave one up at the Bridge to
greet travelers coming from that direction.

The Conservancy also plans to install, following close coordination with the Park Service, some waysides (small signs
about knee high) that show the use of the Lockhouse and
the work of the Conservancy.
z. Yearly Donations - A motion was approved to give $75 to
each of the following local interests/entities that benefit
the Cabin John community: Bannockburn Elementary School
(for the Technology Center), Glen Echo BaptistChurCh,
Church of the Redeemer in Glen Echo, Great Light
Church in Cabin John (these three churches give us all of
the chairs and tables for the Crab Feas0, Cabin John-Brookmont Nursury (provides low cost day care for Brookmont and
Cabin John kids), Senior Center at the Clara Barton Community Center, Cabin John Fire Department, and Citizens
for the Abatement of Aircraft Noise (CAAN).

He is considering what sort of appropriate permanent
memorial might be fitting to remember the lives lost
on September Ilth, so please contact him (229-7982 (h))
if you are interested in working on that issue.
Burr Gray

3. A motion was passed to approach the Army Corps of Engineers about the possibility of creating some kind of path
from the bike patti' to the Cabin John Bridgepanels and t h e
nearby memorial bench. Bruce Wilmarth volunteered the
use of a number of small granite blocks that he has stored in
his garage.
Center - A motion was ~assed to (1) deter. . . . . . 4.mine.the.facts_surrounding_the
County-'s.current.and.futureC°mmu~"
plans for the Clara Barton Community Center in light of the
County's desire t o cut back on hours, and (2) if necessary,
preparea petition with signatures attesting as to the use of
the Center to the local community and the need to keep it
functioning at a high level. (See article elsewhere in Village
News.)
.
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continued from page 1
nia, where the Reusses moved in 1995. Mr. Reuss represented Wisconsin in the House of Representatives for 28
)rears. H e was instrumental in establishing the Peace
Corps, and worked in Paris after World War II, helping to
administer the Marshall Plan. Margaret and Henry owned
Minnie's Island, which they gave to the Potomac Conservancy; it was the Conservancy's first major acquisition.
Hazel Cummings D e W i t t died February 9. Hazel was
born in 1921 at Great Falls, Maryland. She had lived in Cabin John since 1926-perhaps a recordfor CJ residence.
The family first lived on 79th Street, but moved to the
Gardens when it was built. She lived on Ericsson Road
with her son, Thomas. Her daughter, Bonnie Sydnor, lives
in California. Hazel's sister is Isabelle Leizear, who moved
last year to Columbia, Maryland, from 83rd Place. Hazel's
husband, Thomas, was a machinist at David Taylor; he died
in 1988.
Please let Barbara Martin 0o1-229-3482) know any items of
interest about Cabin John neighbors, present or past.If you have news about your familyor about neighbors--new,
current, or past-please call Barbara Martin at 3oi-229-3482
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(the Co-op is

here

to stay!

B6lhe.sd l Co-i) D ~i

r "
6500 Seven Locks Road, Cabin John, MD 208l 8
Mon-Sat 9-9

Sun 9-8

301-320-2530

//S'.LL.ZL~-~.

ALPINE VETERINARY
HOSPITAL
Full Service Animal Hospital
Mon-Fri 7:30 am - 7:00 pm
Sat 8:00 am - 3 pm

7732 MacArthur Boulevard
Cabin John, MD 20818

3011229-2400
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CLASSIFIED ADS
WRITING/EDITING. Experienced help for your cause.
Diane Leatherman 301-2297412. DianeLeatherman.com
Diane.leatherman@prodigy.n
et
POSITION AVAILABLE: Town
of Glen Echo seeks ClerkTreasurer. Serve as f i nancial, c l e r i c a l , community relations, and social director. Computer
s k i l l s required. Part-time
work schedule. Position
available immediately.
Contact Mayor Deborah
Beers, 301-229-7308 (home)
or 202-452-7919 ( o f f i c e ) .

GreR's first trip to space in April I997. The mission was cut short due to concerns
ove/'performahce oir one of the three power-generating fuel ceils, with the crew returning to earth after only 4 days in space. For the first time ever, NASA decided
to re-fly the mission, and send the crew back to space three months later on Columbia, in what was a highly successful mission to study the effects of micro-gravity
on combustion and material science. Greg has an undergraduate degree in Chemical
Engineering from Princeton University, a master's degree in Mechanical Design
from Stanford University, and master's and Ph.D. degrees in Aerospace Engineering
from Princeton. He is currently on the research staff at the National Institute o~f
Standards and Technology, and is an instructor at the Johns Hopkins University.

FREE DOG WALKING! Introductory offer of one week
of dog walking at no cost
or obligation. Is your pet
home alone and bored all
day? Wouldn't he love a
chance to go out~ide_an~_
go for a walk? Creature
Comforts canhelp. Just
call Carolyn and a walking
schedule can be easily
arranged for your pet.
Creature Comforts. (301)
229-6643.
To place an ad in the Village News
classifieds, send us your ad and payment o f $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor at (301) 229-3515.
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BETHESDA CO-OP: NATURAL
FOODS AND FRIENDLY COMMUNITYAT CENTER OF CABIN JOHN

The Bethesda Co-op has recentlysigned a Io-year lease, with options for two 5-year extensions. This guarantees the continued
presence of an institution that dates back 26 years.
Suzanne Tarica is one of the founding members of the Bethesda
Co-op. She recalls the early days. "Several of us in Bethesda had
b e e n going into the city for the kind o f food we couldn't get in
the supermarket. W e were shopping at Fields of Plenty and other
co-ops that sold in bulk and sold unprocessed foods. But we decided we wanted our own co-op, convenient to where we lived."
And so a group with a vision met in the spring of I975 and made
their plans. They found space on Bethesda Avenue (where today
are a Chinese restaurant and a bike shop), and recruited a volunteer architect and amateur construction workers. For start-up
money they sold vouchers good for food (but not to be redeemed
for a year) and raised $3~Soo.
"After we paid the licensed electrician and plumber, we had just
$i,ooo left to buy our stock of groceries. Naysayers told us we
were foolish and dangerously undercapitalized. But we went
ahead. There were about 25 original founders, all who put in a
great deal of unpaid work. They distributed leaflets at Bethesda
Elementary s Mayfair, invested their remaining money buying bulk
products from a non-profit community warehouse, andopened the
day after Thanksgiving-i975 . . . . . . . .
~. . . . . . . . . . . . .

in harmony with your
taste & budget
Washingtonian Award Winner

Unusual Design ° Wood Decks °
Brick & Stone Patios • Railroad
Ties ° Waterfalls & Pools °
Unique & Beautiful Plantings
M a r k W i l l c h e r & Co.
(30I) 320-2040
MD 13305

"We had no professional bookkeepers among us, and our first
'register' was a cigar box. Response was good right away, and soon
we-added produce to our offerings. W e took turns going to the
produce market in Washington at 5 a.m. every morning, so that we
could have really fresh produce."
In the beginning, they were open io- 5 every day except Sunday.
Saturday was the busiest day. Suzanne and two others worked fulltime. "We were a collective, with no manager, just long weekly
meetings. It wasn't very efficient, but it did make for a strong, coshifts.hesive"gr°up"At one point, we had ioo volunteers on different
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continuedon page 4

Psychotherapy

Psychoanalysis

Danilh S. Drake, MA, MSW
Board Certified D i p h m a t e

FOPSALTO
"

Children, Adults, Adolescents, Couples, and Families
7021 Buxton Terrace
Bethesda, MD 20817
(501) 320-,5659

/
Eleanor Balnban

229-7990
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The policy was, if you worked 3 or more hours a week, you
got a zo% discotmt .on purcha,,s~; If you worked less tlian
that, your discount was io%. W e kept it simple at first:
bulk items such as grains, nuts, and flour; produce; and
cheeses. The heating system was poor and the place was
always cold. The food inspector told us we didn't need refrigeration;,, what we were selling was being" kept cool
enoug.h tt has always been a .serve yourself operation. As
business picked up and greater quantities were ordered,
suppliers were willing to make deliveries.
"We did so well so quickly that we sometimes had lines at
the register. By then somebody had found us an old cumbersome manual cash register to replace the
cigar box. W e were very popular; Saturdays
were a madhouse.' The next step was expandin into the s ace next door and opening a
smgall coffee ;s~op cum bookstore, serving
lunch and dinner. The bookstore concentrated
on health and cooking books, and as for the
cafe, "We were vegetarian, we used organic
foods when we cotild, and the fare was-definitely healthy. W e never made money on the
care.part, hut it was a warm and welcome.addition to the community. On Friday nights we
had folk musicians, mostly playing old-time
music. And on Saturday~ we had 'tastinl~s;'
A t r a y s of samples; that was very popular."
~ F h r o u g h an arrangement with .the County, young people
doing community service came in on Sundays to clean the
store. Suzanne supervised this job. A newsletter was started i n the late 7o"~, featuring recipes; health .articles;, and
community news. "That original group of people had such a
strong bond in their commitment;,, many o f them are still
my frmr~ds 26 years later, says Suzanne.
Although the first workers were strictly volunteer, by early i976 the enterprise was doing welI enough that the
Board of Directors decided workers should be paid-$i an
hour.
In I979, Robert Ashton came to work in the Co-op and is
still there, making him the longest active person in the
Co-op's 26 years of operation. By the time he came to
work, the Co-op was paying the minimum wage. There was
never may Jn tention o f making a profit. Money .taken in
would cover expenses, and every effort was made to keep
those expenses to a minimum. Anything left over paid the
workers, Overall markup was about 35%, although milk was
sold at cost.
At first, Robert Ashton worked in the cafe, preparing and
serving lunches and dinners. Trini Riley was a cook, too-another person who is still part of the Co-op. Her specialst~Was hummus and black beans, and every Monday .,night
e prepared a Mexican dinner. In later years, Trini s
daughter, Beanie, served as manager of the Co-op.
~yd;

were the people who patronized the Co-op in its earys? Suzanne describes them as "anyone who was
health-conscious-a lot of hippies and ex-hippies. And we
had a good response from the foreign community, especially
Europeans who preferred cooking from scratch. W e were
offering more sophisticated prod/ice than you could get at
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the supermarkets then. For example, at Giant, lettuce
meant iceberg lettuce; we offered at least half a dozen
varieties.
The Co-op supporters maintain that they pushed the
supermarkets into carrying organic food and a greater
variety of produce. O f course as the supermarkets did
this, the Co-op was in less of a unique position.
At about the time that the Bethesda Co-op was outgrowing its space and contending with rising rent and a
short e of arking spaces, the. building th were in
was soa~dand°~here was no chome but to finn~ta new locatiom They moved ia 1982 to the Macarthur shopping
center, in the space now occupied by Market on theBoulevard. They were there io years and then 8 years
ago moved up the hill to the new building-their present location.
Robert Ashton and manager Helen Atkocius
talked about the changes along the way and
about the present situation. There are almost
a thousand paying members now; $50 ayear
gets you a 5% discount on all purchases.
There are 30 volunteers, and 24 full- and parttime paid employees. Helen worked 4 years
as a volunteer and became manager in July
2oo2. Each department has its own
buyer/manager. R6bert's department is called
"taxables," which includes clothing, magazines and books, cleaning supplies, and vitamins; the Co-op has its own name brand vitamins. Other departments are produce, bulk
goods, groceries, health and beauty aids, household
goods, dairy/deli, and bread.
T h e store, is_open_9~9 Monday. through.Saturday, and
Sunday 9-8. Robert says that there are some members
who shop every day, wanting fresh bread and produce.
Helen expressed appreciation for the loyalty of so many
people whose support keeps the C o o p going, even now
that there are other places--such as Fresh Fields--that
are serious competitors. The non-profit C o - o p operates
on a small profit margin. Most of the customers are
profit margin. Most of the customers are from Cabin
John and Bethesda.
And what the Co-op sells has changed in a major way
continued on page 6
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PROFESSIONAL
& HOME

PAINTING

IMPROVEMENTS
MHIC #.~19468/lnsured

JOHN RABNER
Off: 301 o229-9100
Cell: 301-G73-7SIS
jrabnerO erols.com

6520 75th Street
Cabin John, MD 20818
www.golstchoice.com
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O p e n I n v i t a t i o n to Taylor Ship-testm g C e n t e r C o m m u n i t y Outreach
Meeting

SUNNY DAY DRAWS CROWD
TO PET ADOPTION EVENT
Next event planned for March z3rd, xzpm - 2pm

February iz, z00z

OnFebothI0rganizedapetadoptioneventforThe
DearNeighbor:
Please join me for a community meeting at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock Division. The meeting
will be held on base in the Taylor Room, Building z, February z7, zooz at 7 p.m.
During the sixty years we have shared your neighborhood,
we have tried to be a good neighbor. One of tile ways we
do this is to get together from time-to-time with you-our
neighbors-to discuss our people, our work, and our future
plans.
Our community meeting wilt start with a brief overview of
the Division followed by an update on base improvements.
In the upcoming years we plan to demolish old, obsolete
structures and replace some of them with newer more efficient and attractive facilities. W e also intend to plant
more trees near our fence along MacArthur Boulevard to
act as a screen and to enhance the environment. The
meeting will conclude with a question and answer session,
giving us an opportunity to hear your ideas and concerns.
Carderock Division houses some of the Navy's best and
biightest sci~/ati~tg--ande~-~ineefs. Th-6i/-w0rk 6n ghip-and ship Systems prepared usfor the fight against terrorism and
will shape the ships of tomorrow.
The base is a secure installation, and in light of heightened
security requirements, anyone planning to attend this
meeting must preregister. To register-or if you need more
information-please call Ms. Deanna Zook, Community Relations, at 3OLZZ7.H65 and she will ensure that your access
through the guard gate goes smoothly.

Was gt0n Humaneg0cietyatTheClaraBartonC.
Ctr. There were 7 dogs available for adoption and
about ro cats. They came from the 2 shelters in the
district ( NY Ave and GA Ave.)
It was quite successful as these events go. W e got applications for 4 dogs and about 4 cats. I have already-scheduled to do another one Sat Mar z3 from xz - z at
the CBCC. Once again there will be both cats and
dogs available. People can check out the website for
future events which will take place here as well as at
other locations and also to see pictures of animals at
the shelter. That website is www.washhumane.org.
Micbaela Palumbo

Jill S. Kahn
jillskahn @ mac.corn

301-762-7740
Cell 301-928-9550

jill designs
Custom Window Treatments • Blinds ° Pleated Shades
Slip Covers ° Reupholstery • Bedspreads
Design and Color Consultations

I hope you can join us on February 27 to share information
and continue this good neighbor tradition.
Sincerely,
S.W. PETRI
Captain, U. S. Navy
Division Commander

Looking for a life changing experience?

Are you in the loop? Stay in
touch with CJCA emails. It's
only used for Cabin John news and
items of interest (approx 4 items per I
month). Please send your e-mail ad- I
dress to CJCA Secretary Gary Barn- [
hard barnhard@barnhard.com

Come to Glen E c h o B a p t i s t C h u r c h at
2 Vassar Circle, where you will be
educated as to what G o d ' s Word means.
All teaching is straight from the Bible.
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Services 11 :OOam and 6:00pm
Wed nite service at 7:00pm.
Wed, children 6-10yrs at the Annex
(University & Harvard Sts) 7:00pm.
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BETHF~DA CO-OP

continued from page 4
ce its beginnings. All manner of frozen foods are available,
s packaged foods of every description. A recent addition
been prepackaged meat, with smoked salmon a favorite.
You can also buy pet food there. And natural cosmetics and
health products are available.
Each m o n t h the store features sale items, and the variety of
cheeses rivals any specialty store around. Six natural food
bakeries supply breads, rolls, and pies. Robert observes, "We
have gone more to bagging dried fruit and other items, because it's easier for people to grab a bag. But everything we
sell is nutritious."
Helen names grains, coffee beans, teas, and herbs as big sellers. She has recently cleared space in the front of t h e s t o r e
for tables and chairs where shoppers are welcome to stop for
a snack, and look around at the magazines, books, cards, and
clothing that are different from the ordinary. Sandwiches are
available for about $3.
The Co-op is governed by a nine-mehaber Board of Directors,
three of them Co-op workers and six community residents,
four of them Cabin J o h n residents. Greg Baroni is the Board
President; other CabinJohners are Soraya Howard, Burr Gray
(illustrious Citizens Association presiden0, and Derick
Moore. Derick is responsible for community outreach,
which he defines as "(x) making sure we are a visible presence through display ads in the directories and newsletters
of Cabin Johrh and nearby neighborhoods, and (z) being actively involved in all of our town events. As examples, Derick
the holiday party, the Crab Feast, and the recent bridge
pening; for these events, the Co-op has donated food and
ing hands'.
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For those who value the Bethesda Co-op as a local food store
with an emphasis on health and an interest in the town, it is
good news that a new lease has been signed, which essentially ensures another zo years. So the Co-op will continue to be
a welcome part Of Cabin John.

MY WONDERFUL
IRISH COOK
is looking for extra work
1-2 days per week.
Wholesome & delicious food
prepared in your home.
Soups, salads, entrees, vegetarian meals,
Irish scones, pizzas, pestos, pastas,
afternoon teas, desserts & lots more!
Grocery shopping included.

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES
FINANCIAL REVIEW. Complimentary financial
analysis offered to identify and explore alternative
options for achieving your financial goals. Call Cabin
John resident Christine Costello, Ph.D., (301)
320-3096.
CABIN JOHN AMERICAN-CHINESE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH 7703 MacArthur
Boulevard. Mixed cultural and traditional
background, American and Chinese united in
worshipping and serving God together. Residents of
Cabin John and surrounding areas: you are warmly
invited to share with us. Come and experience the
Blessings!!!I English service 10:00 AM, Chinese
service 11:15 AM on Sundays. Fellowship groups
meet on Fridays at 8:00 PM for youth, young
professionals, families and children. Call church
office at 301-229-8233.
ENGLISH TUTORING. Grammar, composition,
vocabulary, reading, organizational and study skills.
Specializing in middle and high school levels. I~ma
teacher who loves to teach! $35/hr. Catherine Kapp
(301) 320-5656. Conveniently located in Cabin John.
MASSAGE THERAPIST/REIKI MASTER. Enjoy
a personalized massage treatment without leaving
home. Swedish/Sports/Shiatsu/Reflexology/
Myofascial Release $70/hr or $95 1V,hr. Call Sioux
on 301-717-3236.
HAULING Reasonable. Yard/garage items. Lawn
cutting and hedge trimming. Prefer small jobs. Call
Ed. 301-424-4420.
MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO
STUDIO. All ages, all levels. Ensemble workshops.
Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 15 yrs.
experience, references. Call Slew at 301-320-4280.
GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE
THERAPY. Receive a soothing Swedish/Deep
Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/b_r.
Gift Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301263-2783; 301-728-5367 (ceil) or
Racerdom@AOL.com

18URNiNG
TREEI TREESERVICE
TOM

Stump Removal • Light Hauling
Gutter Cleaning • Brush Removal
Feed • Storm Damage Removal

Pager 913-8625
Office / Home 229-70 ! 6
Emergency 229-5283

Licensed & Insured
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Space For More Kindergarten
Enrtchment Children At Clara
Barton Center For Children

•

CREATURE COMFORTS
Personalized Petsitting
Petwalking& Petcare
(30 I) 229-6643
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Do you want to invest...
...in publicly owned companies that demonstrate
concern for the environment?
...in tax-favored securities of public jurisdictions that
are funding environmentally friendly projects?
Do you need help indentifying suitable investments?
If your answer is YES, please contact

Clement Dinsmore
Registered Representative/Member SIPC
A.G. Edwards and Sons, Inc.

The Clara Barton Center for Children is adding
another Kindergarten Enrichment class to its 20022oo3 school year. "Every year we receive two to
three times as many applications as we can take,"
said Teri Jarboe, Director of the CBCC Enrichment Program. "We're thrilled that we can now
accept more students and I know a lot of families
that will be very happy." The Enrichment serves
students in Bannockburn and Wood Acres.
CBCC's curriculum is designed to enrich the overall school experience of children through art, music, literature, dramatic play and field trips. While
thepublic schools focus on academics and learning
skills, the enrichment program helps students build
social relationships in a settingwhere they can unwind, play and experience a well-rounded curriculum.
CBCC is now accepting applications for the morning and afternoon Kindergarten Enrichment.
Cfiildren are transported getween Bannockburn and
Wood Acres and the center on Mont. Co. school
buses. Enrollment available for three, four or five
days/week. Contact CBCC at 3o~-229-o8o5.

Friendship Heights, D. C.
...........

202-364-1611 . . . .
i

B B & T Closing Cabin John
Branch
In a letter to "Valued Client(s)" dated January 29, 2002, BB&T announced that "The
Cabin J o h n office will cease operations at
the close o f business on April 29, 2002."
A n e w location at xo99 Seven Locks Road
will consolidate the Cabin J o h n branch with
another branch, but the site is several miles
n o r t h o f Cabin John.
M a n y Cabin J o h n residents have expressed
interest in having a bank take over the current BB&T space and this is the intent o f
the landlord G a r r e t t & Smith. So far
though, no bank has stepped forward to flU
the void.
I f you have any leads or ideas to help "Save
Our Bank" please contact Derick Moore,
32o-2211, Derick@MooreProductions.com.

The Village News

tatus of Clara Barton Community
enter
Due to the County's financial difficulties, the County Recreation Department has indicated that they are reducing
the hours that the Center will be open. CJCA is exploring
various options with the County to address the problem, ineluding possible use of volunteers.
I f you are willing and able to volunteer any time to assist in
keeping the Center open, please send a note to
burr.gray@alum.dartmouth.org listing the time that you
couldallot. We also really need one person in particular who
will take the lead on the issue of the Center.
Except for holidays, the Center will be open (i) to meet specific set existing obligations (exercise classes, yoga, etc.), and
(2) during the following times: Monday: ii:oo a.m. - 9:3o p.m.,
Tuesday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:oo p.m., Wednesday: I:oo p.m. - 1:3o
p.m., Thursday~ 9:oo a.m. - 8:oo p.m., Friday - iz:oo p.m. 4:00 p.m., Saturday: IO:OO a.m. - z:oo p.m. The Center will
not be open on Sundays, except for specific scheduled events.
County personnel have indicated that it is quite possible
that the hours of operation will be cut even more in the
spring (Tuesdays and Thursdays might be closed all day). It
should be noted that this is not a decision being made by the
folk who work at the Community Center. In fact, Scott
Evans, the part-time employee who has been overseeing the
Center since last summer, has been volunteerin~his time
since he has reached the yearly limit on me maximum
that a part-time employee can work.
The next CJCA monthly meeting on Feb z6 at 7:30 p.m. will
focus on the possible responses available to our community
including the role that the Cabin John community might
play in the operation of the Center. We hope to have County representatives at the meeting.

Mountain Pastured Beef
Grass-finished for your health.
High in omega-3s, Q.A, vitamins A&E, beta carotene.
Low in fat, calories, LDL cholesterol, E-colirisk.
We feed no hormones, antibiotics, or steroids.
Available now in Glen Echo/Bethesda area.
c~ 10-12 lb. mixed-cut sampler packets
c~ 2 lb. (8 patties) hamburger packets
All flash frozen and USDA inspected.
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First Annual Cabin (John) Fever
Hike Draws Crowds - and controversy! On Superbowl Sunday, a band of intrepid Cabin John
residents embarked on the first ever Cabin Fever
Winter Hike. The route covered the i mile section
of the Cabin John Creek trail from Seven Locks to
the Cabin John Bridge.
The conditions were ideal, with no ice on the path,
and those who made it up the final hill to the kids'
playground were given hot chocolate and other refreshments by Tom & Kathleen Black, the organizers
of the event.
One of the outstanding features of the hike was a
brief stop in the midd/e for the Great Tennis Ball
Creek Race. Over 2o adults and kids entered the
race, each carefully marking their initials on a tennis
ball that they hoped might prove faster and luckier
in the water than the rest.
W i t h a shout, a hail of tennis balls descended into
the creek and soon all were racing down a rugged
whitewater course. The top three finishers were:
William Harris - ISt, Olivia Hall - znd, and Ruth
Rabner - 3rd. (Allen Alexander finished last and was
heard to be talking about using the Taylor ship-testing center to develop a winged keel for next year s
event.)
One note of controversy:
John Hall (not a Cabin
John resident but a very
good friend of race officials) claimed to have
been in first place when
he was allegedly told by
Helen Daniel that he
had crossed the finish
line and could pick up his
ball. Mr. Hall's precipitous action cost him the race as he had not in
fact crossed the finish line, which was admittedly not
marked.
Mr. Hall is considering making an appeal to the Cabin
John Yacht Club Commodore, Larry Heflin, who has
risdiction over all things aqueous in Cabin John.
xperts indicate that earlier decisions by the Commodore in this forum have consistently applied the
rule that by hook or by crook, Cabin John events will
be won by Cabin Johners.
/kcr Gray

~

Landscape Design • Installation • Decks
Retaining Walls • Maintenance • Hauling • Gutters

Visit West Wind Farm's website
http :llwww. holdridge, org/wwf
or call Martha at 301-229-2813.

Mountain Pastured Beef m
A wholesome alternative tofeedlot beef.

LANDSCAPING
P.O. Box 498
Cabin John, Maryland 20818

John Hughes
301-$89.6040
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GLEN ECHO PARK-ANOTHER STEP FORWARD

By Andrew E. Rice

by Diane Leatherman

The "Selling" of Cabin John (Part II)

Burr Gray and I attended a groundbreaking at Glen
Echo Park on Saturday, January 26, along with a
number of important representatives from all levels
of,government~ federal, state,and county.and representatives from the National Park Service (hIPS).
The groundbreaking was symbolic of the really good
thing that has happened at Glen Echo Park: the co~
operation of all three levels of government to save
the Park.

LOOKING BACKWARD IN CABIN

In a column last year I quoted some of the enticing paragraphs
that appearedin a~alesbooklet distributed in 1912 byJ.S.
Tomlinson, agent for the American Land Company, after the
company had purchased large uninhabited tracts in Cabin John,
divided them into 10iS, arid-offered the 10is f0r sale at prices
running from one cent to three cents per square foot. As the
brochure put it, "The winding streams, the crooks and turns
by grade of the thoroughfare, the ups and downs, the undulations, the pleasing contour of the land, the liberal growth of
the native trees all contribute to an endless variety of attractive situations for homes and profitable investments.'" Furthermore, it added, "No section about the city can furnish a
more healthful home and one so free from malaria and
mosquitoes."
If you wanted to buy a lot, you had to make an initial $IO deposit and then were offered threepurchase plans. If you paid
cash in full, you got a discount of 8%. Or you could pay onethird down (and get a 6% discount on this payment) and then
pay off the balance in four equal payments over a period of one
to four years. A third alternative was to make a 6% down payment and then make monthly payments over the next 47
months. Interest at 6% was charged on the unpaid balances on
the second and third options. Not until the purchaser got
clear title t o the property Was he required to pay any taxes'or
assessments.
Moreover, the booklet continued, "In the event misfortune
befalls the purchaser so that it is a family hardship to meet
payments, the owner willgive due consideration to an application for a readjustment o f the contract to meet the contingency•"
But then it went on, reflecting the social mores of that era in
the Washington area, "We want to impress a number of good
people with the value and the merits of Cabin John Park [the
name Tomlinson gave to the development] for a country
home, and with fffis in view, we have made some home-building restrictions which will appeal to the most desirable class.
•. One of these rules is that a deed or contract will not be
made to a colored person and they will not be made to any
other party until a majority of the five directors of the company are favorable to the proposed purchaser."

For the authorship of that cooperative idea we have
our County Executive, Doug Duncan, to thank, but
ti6 ~ t i l d nof at~d c6tild riot have done it without the
hundreds of people who showedup at the Clara Barton Community Center in February of 1999 and at
every hearing since• They wrote letters and signed
petitions andconvinced federal, state and county
governments that we wanted Glen Echo Park.
There were a number of speeches at the groundbreaking, given .by the above-mentioned important
representatives, ~/nd a number of parties recognized
and thanked, some more deserving than others and
some who should have been thanked and were left
out. One such person is Ranger Stan Fowler. I have
to take this opportunity to say that the thousands of
volunteer hours that have gone into almost completely rebuilding the Bumper Car Pavilion at Glen
-Ech0"Park Wouldnot have happened without Stan.
But we aren't thereyet, folks t. Glen Echo Park is not
out of the woods; we do not know how the management will be handled=or mishandled. MOntgomery
County has signed an agreement with the NPS to
appoint a nonprofit Board of Directors to actually
handle the operations. They will hire a staff and face
together a huge challenge: operating an enormously
varied park without any guarantee of the money it
takes to operate the Park. The funds provided by all
three levels of government at present (with the exception of a relatively small operating grant from
Montgomery County) will cover stabilizing some of
the buildings but not operation of the Park.
So-let's rejoice and stay tuned.

A famous condition of sale was the right retained by the
American Land Company to "one-half interest in the treasures
and minerals referredto in this book if any are found on any
lot after it has been sold." The reference was to the possibility that rare Indian relics, or perhaps pirate booty hidden by
the mysterious "John of the Cabin," or even gold might be
found on the property (since there was some modest gold
mining up the river fiom Cabin John). Indeed, "tradition gtells
us," the brochure declared, that the Indians "hid away in this
section many stone jugs of gold nuggets that had been picked
up from time to time along the Potomac and the small tributaries."
Time to start digging?

2m-Tmo
p.~ eos~n

Mike Roark

CabinJol~ MD20818

,qrt4~/qsga~t"
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ELVIS SIGHTED ON
TOWPATH

R e s u l t s o f t h e J a n . 13, 2002 B l o o d
Drive

No, not that Elvis, someone better! This is Elvis Meleka,
an exchange student from Zimbabwe, who is staying with
the Glenn family (Riverside Ave). Elvis is from Harare,
the capital city of Zimbabwe. H e arrived in America on
January 2i, and will stay until the end of June. He is attending Walt Whitman High School as a Sophomore, and
will play soccer on the Potomac Bombers, a local NCSL
Soccer team.

At a time of low blood supplies, residents of Cabin
John and surround~g communities answered the call
at the semi-annual Cabin John Blood Drive. Many
thanks to those Cabin John residents who participated in last month's blood drive, either by donating
blood or time.

Elvis is a fantastic soccer player. His skills were noticed
by a Princeton educated Zimbabwean, Regis Dezenga, who
has set up a foundation in Zimbabwe to help talented
young athletes escape their dire circumstances through
soccer. These players attend Lord Melvern School paid
for by the foundation, and play soccer at a very high level.
Last summer Elvis and his team competed in the Gothia
Cup, the largest youth tournament in the world, in
Gothenburg, Sweden. It was there that they met Coach
Greg (Greg the Elder) Glenn, and his son, Greg (the
younger).
Coach Glenn started a MSI soccer team in i993, when his
son Greg was in the first grade. The nucleus of this team
has stayed together through the years, moving from MSI
(Montgomery Soccer Inc.) to NCSL (NationaI Capital Soccer League) where they are currently competing in the
2nd Division as the Potomac Bombers. They- are currently
ranked #5 in the State of Maryland. Most of the players
come from the local community, and can often be seen
playing at the Clara Barton Community Center field, and
training on the C&O Canal Towpath. Last summer the
Bombers traveled to Sweden to play in the Gothia Cup,
where one of their rivals was the team from Zimbabwe.
The friendly rivalry ended with a pizza dinner, where
team jerseys and addresses were exchanged between the
players. Elvis and Greg struck up a friendship, and promised to write to each other.
Through the fall, the Glenns worked through the red tape
necessary to bring an exchange student to their home. Finally, in January, it looked as if all the details had fallen
into place. Elvis Meleka was chosen as the student most
likely to succeed in America by his home school. With
his great work ethic, his firm tmderstanding of the Englishhnguage, and his ability to apply himself in any situation, he was targeted as a perfect candidate to come to
America.
Elvis is an orphan, and lives with his two older sisters,
Tracy and Melody, and his younger brother, Emmanuel.
He attended Lord Melvern School every day, and then attended soccer training for four hours each afternoon. He
takes his training seriously, as he knows it may be his best
chance to further his education, and provide for his siblings. He was selected to play on the U-I 7 National
team, which he interrupted t ° come to the US.
Elvis is attending Whitman High School, and will turn out
for their outdoor track team. me is intelligent, polite, and
a great credit to the foundation which has nurtured his
skills and person. You might see Greg and Elvis training
on the C&O Canal towpath, or kicking soccer balls in the
Riverside Ave tunnel underneath the Clara Barton Parkway. Please make him feel welcome.

yanis Gknn

It really was a great success, generating 54 pints of
blood for local hospitals, thus exceeding our 5o pint
goal. The Red Cross is quite serious when it says
that each pint saves the lives of threepeople. Cabin
John residents made up over 6o% of the donors, with
the other donors coming from neighboring communities. CJCA and the Clara Barton Community Center
organized and supported the event, and once again
there was unanimous acclaim (read "no complaints
lodged") for the refreshments and eclectic range of
reading materials. W e managed to move people
through the process fairly quickly so hopefully no one
got to read the whole Enron story.
Bun, Gray

UPDATE OF CABIN JOHN
DIRECTORYCJCA still need a few more volunteers who are willing to check some aames and address to be sure that
the updated Directory is accurate. Please contact
Burr Gray (7o3-6o7-274o,(w),3oI-32o-2918 (h)
burr.gray@alum.dartmouth.or# if you are willing to
check up to 25 addresses. W e could also use people
who misht be interested in helping by doing layout
and design of the Directory, contacting merchants to
place ads, checking County office phone numbers, etc.
F ' m ~ , w e a r e h o p ~ to increase t h e n l u n b e r o f
r e s i d e n t s w h o recexve t h e C J C A e-mails (about 5-6
e-mails/mo). If you have not been getting the CJCA
e-mails and want to receive them, please send your email address to CJCA Secretary Gary Barnhard
gary.barnhard@barnhard.com
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THE VILLAGE NEWS is published
monthly except in July and January
and is sent free to all 800+ homes in
Cabin John. Others may subscribe
for $5 per year. Send news, ads, letters, and subscriptions to:
The Village News
PO Box 164
Cabin John, MD 20818

Finding a new home
can be a challenge.
Finding the right realtor
can make all the difference.

kbeill6

e

The next deadline is 10 AM Thursday
Mar 14th for the issue mailing Mar
21 st.
People who make the village news
possible: Barbara and Reed Martin,
Lorraine Minor, Heidi Brown Lewis.

Putting the Accent on Success

Barbara Abeille
7272 Wisconsin Ave
Bethesda, MD 20814

Regular Contributors: Burr Gray,
Andy Rice, and Barbara Martin.
Ads - 301-229-3515. Neighborly
News - 301-229-3482,
Features/news - 301-320-0918.

PARDOE
REAL

O 301.941.2354
H 301.320.5391

ESTATE

www.abeillehomes.com
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