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N E I G H B O R L Y  N E W S  N o v .  20 OI 

Inn Thomas  Meyer-O'Connor--a  pretty impressive name 
for a little guy--was born in September. His parents areJen- 
n i ter  O'Connor and Paul  Meyer  of 78th Street. Jennifer is 
a defense attorney, and Paul is a software developer. The fam- 
ily moved to Cabin John 2 years ago. 

New residents on 79th Street are Gilles and Mireille Lisi- 
nmque. They recently moved from Potomac to the house 
previously owned by the Adams family (who now live on a 
ranch in Oregon). Mireille is a librarian at the Alliance Fran- 
coise of Washington; Gilles works in the "smart card" indus- 
try. They have two grown children, both recently married. 
Gilles and MireiUe 'Ware looking forward to being a part of 
this community." 

e f f and  Susan Shipp recently became theparents of baby 
cqueline Ann. Jeff, who grew up in Bethesda, works on the 

Hill for the Farm Credit Council; Susan :is an editor in on- 
line publishing. The Shipps moved to Tomlinson Avenue in 
July. 

. ,~Do you want an American flack but haven't been able to find a 
_~.~qrges.hat  has_~them?.Danny;.H.arris bough t several and would 

I B ' e  glad tole t  you h~vd one. They are j'xs' and cost $I33 he 
also has some smaller ones. Call Danny at 229-7982. 

E l l zabe thTowler  has died. Elizabeth had been director of 
Sibley Hospital's volunteer program and then coordinator of 
the Washington PastoralCounseling Service. Her husband, 
Charles, died in 1993. The Towlers lived on 75th Street for 
many decades. 

Brad Kotz was inducted in the National Lacrosse Assoc. Hall 
of Fame, the sport's highest honor. Brad is the only player 
to have four chamionships under his belt and have been se- 
lected as the "Most Valuable Player" for three of them: 
West Genessee HS State Champions, Syracuse U. Nat'l 
Champions, The US ICLA Club Champions, and Philadelphia 
Wings Major League (professional indoor) World Champions. 
Brad's parents and many friends will attend the black tie in- 
duction ceremony in Baltimore later this month. 

NEED A CABIN JOHN DIRECTORY? Pick up one any ] 
time from the Wilmarth's porch at 6509 75th Place. / 
They're on a table and rwapped in plastic. If you're new to [ 
Cabin John, or you've lost you directory, or you'd like a sec-[ 
ond one, you're welcome to get a copy - - and they're free. ] 

Please call Barbara Martin at 3oi-229-3482 with your news of 
births, deaths, marriages, new neighbors, former residents, 
any items of interest about CabinJohners. 

N e x t  CJCA Mee t ing  - 7:30 p.m. Oct  23, 
2OOl at the  Clara Bar ton C o m m u n i t y  Cen-  
ter: (i) Committee to make recommendations to County 
re: bike path, (2) Holiday Party - Dec. i6th, (3) Results of 
Black Walnut Drive. 

Summary of Minutes from Sept 25 CJCA Meeting: 

(1) Canoe Trip  Video - Much merriment was had from 
the viewing of the Cabin John Canoe Trip Video. The vid- 
eo captured the efforts of Cabin John residents to negotiate 
the two sets of white water between Old Angler's Inn and 
Cabin John. While the early paddlers handled Yellow Falls 
well, thus creating a fear in the viewers of a possible anti- 
climax, the groans and roars from the viewing public rose 
steadily as the latter canoeists were less successful in their 
efforts. 

On a sunny August day, the River is warm, so do not fear if 
you are considering joining our merry band next year. 

(2) Crab Feas t  Finances  - CJCA Treasurer Bruce Wil- 
marth presented the early data demonstrating another very 

_successful Crab_Eeast._C~CA netted almost $4ooo dollars 
from the event. (Specific listing of Crab Feast finances, as 
well as the financial sheets from previous years, to follow in 
next month's Village News.) The crabs ran out around 5:3o 
p.m., but that was partly because the deal was so good that 
more people than usualwent for the crabs. 

(3) Village News Budget  -Lorraine Minor presented the 
Village News budget for the following fiscal year. Costs of 
publishing the newsletter have risen in large part because 
the average length of the publication has increased. A mo- 
tion was passedto provide up to $25oo to the Village 
News, on an as needed basis through0uf the next year. The 
Village News is a separate entity fiom CJCA. The folk 
who run and put together the Village News (Lorraine & 
Forest Minor, Heidi Brown Lewis, and Barbara & Reed 
Martin) do an outstanding job each month, and the product 
is very much appreciated-by the community. 

(4) Sep tember  1 1 t h M e m o r i a l -  a motion was passed to 
form a committee to determine the appropriate way to re- 
member the events and loss of life on September ~i, zooL 
If you are interested in being part of the committee, or 
have suggestions on a possible appropriate remembrance, 
please contact Danny Harris (229-7982 (h)), 820 7 Carraway 
St. in Cabin John. CJCA plans to collect ideas over the next 
month and then vote on an appropriate 
mechanism/memorial at a later meeting. 
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P o t o m a c  W a t e r s h e d  W e e k e n d  
E v e n t  - 
Saturday, Oct. 20 - noon to 4:00 p.m. at Lockhouse 8. 

Join the Potomac Watershed Partnership and the Potomac 
Conservancy at Lockhouse 8 on the C&O Canal for a fun, 
free rally to celebrate,Potomac Watershed Weekend and 
the "Growin$ Native seed collection efforts. Meet  rep- 
resentatives trom the Forest Service, Potomac Watershed 
Partnership, Potomac Conservancy, and local elected offi- 
cials, listen to live music from local artists (possible, ou r  
own Reed Martin - he is in negotiations), and visit Min- 
nie's Island. Also, track the progress of the "Growing Na- 
tive" program, a Potomac Water-shed wide effort to collect 
seeds-andnuts of particular trees. CJCA agreed at its last 
meeting to be a sponsor for the Watershed Weekend ev- 
ent at Lockhouse 8. W e  need 5 or 6 people to help with 
the event, either at Lockhouse 8 or at the Potomac 
Conservancy HQ in Rosalyn, VA. W e  also need Cabin 
John residents t o  collect their black walnuts as Cabin 
John's contribution to the Growing Native effort. These 
walnuts will be picked up on Oct 2oth by the Potomac 
Conservancy volunteers to be delivered to the state 
nurseries who are running short of  saplings due to demand 
from reforestation efforts, etc. CJCA will pay a 
penny/walnut so tell your kids of the deal, but make sure 
they are collecting black walnuts. Let Burr Gray (7o3-6o7 - 
2740 (w), 3OI-320-2918 9h)) know if you will have walnuts 
for the volunteers to pick or i f  you can volunteer some 
time on the zoth. 

January 13, 2001 Blood Drive - Early advance 
notice that C |CA will be holdin~ a Blood Drive on Sunday 

~ J a n u a r y  I3, 2o 'o2 .~Mh '?k- iF-6~a l~- f fdar .  -In th--e-De - - 7 - ~  
cember Village News, we will be asking for volunteers. 
(But if you feel like making an appointment now, you can 
contact Larry Heflin (229-4674 (h), lhheflin@iuno.com ) 
The  period following the holidays are usually a very slow 
time for blood donations to the Red Cross. 

Cabin John C r e e k  M o n i t o r i n g  - October 2oth - 
9:30 - n:3o a.m. I f  you are interested in-looking at and 
identifying very small stream critters for two hours on 
Saturday as a way of  measuring the health of the Cabin 
John Creek,please contact Roy Seidenstein (32o-988o (h)), 
Monitoring Coordinator of  the Friends of  Cabin John 
Creek Watershed. F O C J C W  already has a very strong 
group of volunteers from Cabin John, but we could use a 
few more since there are 8 locations that are monitored on 
a quarterly basis along the Cabin John Creek and its tribu- 
taries. 

Nov 17th Re-Opening o f  Cabin J o h n  Union 
Arch Bridge. 
The Corps says that they will complete the roadway work 
on the bridge during the week of  Nov. r2th. We  are plan- 
ning a very festive Bridge Re-opening Ceremony on Satur- 
day Nov i7th in the early afternoon. We  are looking for 
ideas and people to help plan the event. 

It is not often that we have an honest-to-goodness oppor- 
tunity for an old-fashioned ribbon cutting, so we want to 
this right and with flair. Certainly a bike parade from 
Glen Echo to the Cabin John side of  the bridge is manda- 
tory. We  expect to have local politicians, members of  the 
Army Corps, and other honored guests. One of  the high- 

lights of  the occasion will be the unveiling of  a series of  
three outdoor panels that describe the important histori- 
cal and cultural nature of the bridge. 

The panels have been prepared by Gerry Quinn, a Cabin 
John resident, with the help of  a grant of approximately 
$II5o from Montgomery County.-The base and holderfor  
the panels is being prepared by the Corps of  Engineers 
based on a concept anddesign provided by Ger Quinn, as 
seen below: 
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__CREATURE COMFORTS ~$ 
Personalized Petsitting - ~ - ~  
Petwalking & Petcare ~ 

(301J 229-6643 ~IP 

Can take pets to the vet/groomer for you ¢1~ 

i , " ~ i  
k / 

ALPINE VETERINARY 
HOSPITAL 

Full Service Animal Hospital 
Mon-Fr i  7:30 am - 7:00 pm , 

Sat  8:00 am - 3 pm 

7732 Mac.Arthur Boulevard 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

3011229-2400 
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B O B  W I L K O F F :  W A T C H I N G  

 y V E R  C A B I N  J O H N  

Barbara Martin 

Born in Washington D.C., Bob Wilkoff is the older brother 
to three sisters. For a short time, the Wilkoffs lived in 
Montgomery County and Bob started school at Barmockburn. 
When the family moved into the city, to a house near Con- 
necticut and Nebraska Avenues, his schooling continued at 
Murch, Georgetown Day, Deal Junior High and Wilson 
High. 

His parents were interior designers;, working mostly with 
stores, offices, and restaurants. For a while his dad had a fur- 
niture store in Georgetown (I955-62), the first store in the 
Washington area to offer contemporary Scandinavian furni- 
ture. 

Growing up, Bob was interested in designing futuristic cars 
and in rock music. "I played guitar in a bandthrough high 
school and college; I would like to have been a mus-ician if I'd 
had any,talent." By seventhgrade, he had decided to be an ar- 
chitect. I loved drawing anddesign, and photography. I won 
a prize in the science fair with an exhibit on the technical 
aspects of photography, and the next year I won a prize for an 
exhibit about architecture. 

Pratt Institute in New York was his college choice. "My dad 
had gone there. In his time, Pratt was not giving degrees in 
industrial design, just certificate.. But while I was a senior at 
Pratt, my dad earned more credits for his professional serv- 

h e ,  i.e., designing barrier-free facilities; he 'graduated' a yea r  
1 ft -f-di :" . . . . . .  

"Pratt is in Brooklyn, in a pretty rough neighborhood. Gun- 
shots at night were routine. I wasyoung and adventurous 
enough that it- didn't bother me. To :help with college ex- 
penses, I was driving a taxi in New York City. Bob graduated 
in I975, with a degree in architecture, and came back to this 
area. "The U.S. was in the midst of the energy crisis. There 
was almost no building or remodeling going on and jobs for 
newly graduated architects were few and far between. I got a 
.job as a blueprint courier; that put me in contact with a lot 
of architectural firms and after a year of that, I signed on for 
a 3-year apprenticeship with a Silver Spring company that 
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specialized in large commercial projects--nursing homes 
and multi-family dwellings." 

During this time Bob met :Martha Levinson, a librarian at 
Montgomery College and another' Washington native. 
"For our first date, Ip icked  her up on my motorcycle; I 
don't know what k indof  impression that made." They 
were married in i979 and bought their MacArthur Boule- 
yard lot that same year. 

Immediately they started getting ready to build their 
house. "We were stockpiling doors, lights, bathroom fix- 
tures, all in our small Silver Spring apartment and in 
Martha's parents' garage. Literally, we kept a path 
through to the kitchen and bathroom, and the rest of the 
space was filled with whatever bargains I could find that 
we would be needing., We ordered6,ooo square feet of 
cedar siding for the exterior directly from a mill in Brit- 
ish Columbia and had to drive a tractor trailer to the 
docks in Baltimore to pick it up. That was an adventure-I 
had never driven anything that size before and didn't have 
the proper license." 

"We tried to pay for the house as we built it. We moved 
in in May of r98o when there was nothingbut the bare 
studs-really camping out. For a year, the kitchen sink and 
the toilet and tubwere sitting on plywood. We got a lot 
of help from family and friends; many weekends were work 
parties, with our supplying the food. I had started my own 
business, too, and so my office was on site. My architec- 
tural business took about half my time and the rest of it 
was spent on building the house. We were years, finishing 
it, although we 11 never be completely through. 

In M~iy I98-4, theWashington Post Magazine featured the 
Wilkoff's home, in an article titled "The House That 
Sweat Built," replete with eight color photos and the en- 
thusiastic statement that "... the real view is from the 
rooftop, where they can look south to see the Potomac 
River." 

As a fascinating sidbar, Bob explains that the house next 
door to him, the white house on the corner facing the 
Community Center was once the headquarters of the 
KenwoodCountry Club, from the late i88o's into the last 

continued on page 4 

Looking for a life changing experience? 

Come to Glen Echo Baptist  C h u r c h  at 
2 Vassar Circle, where you will be 
educated as to what God's  Word means. 
All teaching is straight from the Bible. 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Services l l :00am and 6:00pm 

Wed nite service at 7:00pm. 
Wed, children 6-10yrs at the Annex 
(University & Harvard Sts) 7:()0pro. 



page 4 

BOB WILKOFF 
continued from page 3 

century. "Since our lot was once part of that property, we have 
covenants in our deed, preventing us from serving ale, raising 
pigs or rendering soap." 

Adding two daughters to the family forced some modifications. 
Hanna~ was born in 1988 , and Kate in i99o , the same year the 
Wilkoffs,, built an addmon" ' to separate the house from the office. 
We put mesh netting on the three-story spiral staircase and 

child-proofed everything the best we could." 

Over the years, Bob's business has grown to include a suite of 
office workrooms, and four employees. Martha is the office 
manager. His firm, Archeon, does interior renovations, additions, 
and custom homes. The focus is largely residential and most of 
the work is in Bethesda, Potomac, and Chevy Chase, although 
some jobs have taken him to Nags Head, Annapolis, Rehoboth, 
Pennsylvania, and the Eastern Shore. Currently, he's working on 
a project for the Oxford, Maryland, municipal hall and firehouse. 

"After we design the plans, I become the homeowner's repre- 
sentative, the liaison between them and the contractor, visiting 
the site periodically. Most all our clients come from referrals. 
Right now everybody's building or remodeling; we're booking 4 
to 6 months ahead. But the business has fluctuations; there 
have been times when things ware very slow. You just ride out 
the ebbs and flows." 

His skill inphotography is an asset:. He photographs all his 
projects andhas an impressive portfolio to show new clients, as 
well as three walls in his office decorated with Archeon work. 
"I've always had my office in my home. It gives me the chance 

-to be moreinvolved with my-daughters_Iwas a-volunteer at 
their pre-school and at Bannockburn, I've gone on field trips, I'm 
a chaperone at Pyle dances. I don't ever want my business to be 
more important than my family." Hannah and Kate have been on 
local swim teams, and the Wilkoffs often go to the Bethesda 
Aquatic Center. 

Bob has a strong interest in auto road racing. 'I did track racing 
for 11 years it's so much fun. I raced with the Porsche club at 
Summit Point and Watkins Glean. Two years ago I gave it up 
because it conflicted with coaching Kate's soccer team. So I 
don't race now, but I'm the club's designated photo,grapher, and 
I go to watch as many races as I can. I sold my tracl< car, a 944 
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T H E  A F G H A N I S T A N  I R E M E M B E R  
by Renee Kotz 

In the twenty-five years since I lived in Kabul (i975-78), 
I've read numerous accounts of life in Afghanistan, pri- 
marily through the eyes of foreign journ/dists and relief 
workers. The Afghanistan I remember is a combination 
of scenes and experiences filtered through the lens of an 
American teenager. 

Most people in the international development crowd 
would consider Afghanistan to be a "punishment post." 
After twenty years of plumb assignments in charming 
Southeast Asia (Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia and 
Thailand), we figured it was time for my father, an econo- 
mist, to pay his dues. Instead, Afghanistan proved to be 
the jewel in the crown of Foreign Service assignments. 

I loved the ever- present snow-capped mountains of the 
Hindu Kush that surrounded Kabul, especially on those 
cloudless sunny winter days. Kabul itself was a drab array 
of earth tones. People lived in white-washed one-story 
structures built into the sides of barren mountains 
throughout the city. The packs of animals-sheep, don- 
keys and camels-that were shepherded through the dusty 
streets competed with throngs of pedestrians, bicycles 
and dilapidated vehicles. The men dressed in baggy pants 
and sports jackets with white turbans, embroideredcaps 
or warm furry hats. Women glided through the streets 
like ghosts in faded chadris that concealedthem from 
the outside world. Only a small percentage of the young- 
er generation chose to unveil their faces and fewer still 
wore Western clothes. 

continued on page 
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Think Globally, 
Shop Locally, 
Enjoy Life! amesTe r°  

Y:Bethesda Co-op 
Roa(I, C~ ~Jolm, MD 20 
Sun 9-8 301-320-2530 

6500 Seven Locks Road, Cabin John, MD 2081 8 
Mon-Sat 9-9 

LANDSCAPING 
in harmony with your 

taste & budget 

Washingtonian Award Winner 
Unusual Design • Wood Decks • 
Brick & Stone Patios ° Railroad 

Ties ° Waterfalls & Pools ° 
Unique & Beautiful Plantings 

M a r k  W i l l c h e r  & Co. 
( 3 0 I )  3 2 0 - 2 0 4 0  

MD 13305 DC 726 
I 



CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818 

Organized 1919 
Charter Member Montgomery County Civic Federation 

NEW 2002 Cabin John Community Directory 

Dear Cabin John Resident/Village News Reader, 

The Cabin John Citizens Association (CJCA) is updating the 3-year old Cabin John Directory that we all 
find so useful. We would like all of the residents in Cabin John, as well as other members of CJCA, to be 
included with accurate information. Please fill out this form and return it by mail to CJCA, P.O. Box 31, 
Cabin John, MD 20818. 

You may also use this form to send in your dues ($15/househ01d) for the 01-02 fiscal year if  you have not 
done so already. The Directory costs a fair amount to produce so we need all of the dues that we can get. 

Please don't forget to include an e-mail address if  you have one and have not been receiving CJCA e-mail 
messages. The e-mails will not be published in the Directory, but they will be helpful to CJCA for such 
purposes as polling/alerting residents on issues and upcoming events. 

Check here if the current listing in the Directory is complete and accurate. 

Name (s) 

Children at home 

Address 

City/State/Zip Code if not Cabin John 

Home Phone , E-mail 

check here if info should not be listed in the directory and is for use by CJCA only. 

Listing of Services: As before, there will be a classified listing of services offered locally, such as baby 
sitters, architects, artists, attorneys, real estate agents, kayak lessons, tutoring, etc. Look at the current 
Directory to get an idea of the categories. 

Type of Service Offered , Work phone 

Person Offering Service 

Thank you in advance for your prompt response and cooperation. Please send this form back even if your 
listing in the current Directory will remain unchanged. Feel free to call either Bruce Wilmarth (229-8528 
(h) or me (320-2918 (h) if you have any questions or would like to work on generating the Directory. 

Sincerely, 
Burr Gray 
CJCA President 

Return by November IS, 2001 
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Turbo,when I gave up active racing,." 

Bob is very special to Cabin John because for 2o years he has been 
watching but for our town in matters of  zoning and proposed devel- 
opment. Shortly after the Wilkoffs moved here, Bobwas asked to 
be Land Use chairman for the Citizens Association, a job he held 
more or less officially for IO years and unofficially ever since. 
"Since I frequently deal with the Zoning Board and Park and Plan- 
ning for my own business, it's best if  I don't officially testify in Ca- 
bin.John matters, so I serve behind the scenes as a resource." 

When  any construction proposal that would call for subdivision, 
variances, or modification of  requirements is submitted to the 
county Zoning Board or to Parks and Planning, our Citizens Asso- 
ciation receives a copy of  the application andplans. Wi th  his pro- 
fessional experience and expert knowledge, Bob checks on issues 
such as parking, setback, density, height restrictions, acceptable 
usage, and erosion control. 

These are legal requirements already set by the County, but unless 
someone is vigilant and points out deficiencies to the appropriate 
authorities, someone wishing to build can easily violate the re- 
quirements and go unnot icedby County officials who give approval 
to build. 

Bob has led this town for two decades in fighting over-develop- 
ment and infringements of  the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master Plan. 
Victories include holdingconstruction on the Rixey tract to about 

~ a  third of the number of houses first proposed, adjustments,to the 
~ p l a n s  for the Co-op building on Seven Locks, enforcing the no new 
" = d r i v e w a y s "  restriction on MacArthur as a designated scenic road, 

limiting the number of houses in the Tomlinson Terrace develop- 
ment, monitoring applications for "pipe-stem" lots, and checking 
over scores of proposed exceptions to standard zoning. 

Paraphrasing that "eternal vigilance is the price of  keeping Cabin 
John the way we want it," we owe Bob Wilkoff  our grateffil appre- 
ciation. 
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L O O K I N G  B A C K W A R D  I N  
CABIN JOHN 
By Andrew E. Rice 

The "Selling" of Cabin John 

In i912 the American Land Company, headed byJ.S. 
Tomlinson, bought up much of  the land (534 acres) in 
Cabin John. Naming their development Cabin John 
Park, they began an aggressive marketing campaign, in- 
cluding the,production of  a 68-page booklet extolling 
Cabin John  s virtues. 

Richard Cook and Peter Vogt kindly made available to 
me a copy of  the promotional booklet - which pushed 
the sale of  lots in Cabin John Park either for a home 
or as an investment - and it is from its pages that 
the following quotations - taken somewhat at random - 
- come: 

- "There are many springs of  splendid water which 
never run dry and which will be of  much value to each 
of  the home sites on which they are located. 

- "Cabin John Creek ... is on this property for nearly 
the full length and this gives the right to use the wa- 
ter for power or otherpurposes without question. I t  is 
contemplated to install a ram at one or more places 
along the creek and in this way carry water to all parts 
of  the tract." 

- "The bed of  the creek iis filled almost the entire 
distance with small and large stones and in many places 
they form miniature waterfalls, and these fill the for- 
est continually with the enchanting sound of  running 
water." 

- "The Conduit Road [now MacArthur Boulevard] ... is 
the best highway leading out of  the city and its wind- 
ing course along the ~otomac presents a beautiful 
scenic effect. The st:,~et car line, the canal, the river, 
hills and dales and a luxuriant growth of trees and 
shrubbery on all sides, contribute in producing a varie- 
ty of attractive situations." 

- "The Macadam Road [now Persimmon Tree Road] ... 
runs alon~ the ridge 
over an elevated plateau, a fine farming section, from 
which can be hada  splendid view of  the surrounding 

cont inued on page 9 

1.4ndscape Design • Instal~ion • Decks 
Retaioi~ug Walls • Maintenance • Hauling • GuHers 

LANDSCAPING 
P.O. Box 498 

Cabin John, Ms.land 20818 
John Hughes 
301-$89-6040 

.Let UnDo 
Battle For YoM' 

('301J 229-  
v.o, e ~ z a  Mike Roark 
~ jdm. I~K) 2o818 ~ N l m "  



page 6 

C R A B  A N D  C H I C K E N  F E A S T  2 0 0 1  
by Nicki Wright 

What a beautiful day we had this year for the Crab Feast! 

Early in the week the Washington Post 5 day forecast was 
showing rain for Friday and Saturday, making us think of renting 
tents and moving things indoors. With the closing of  the 
Union Arch Bridge, and the loss of our large banner over Mac- 
Arthur Boulevard, we feared there would be a much lower 
turnout and revenues to help with all our community activities 
would be less than anticipated. Well...were we fooled! 

We began the sunny, warm day with the annual Bike Parade 
(put together by Ruth Rabner) with most of, if not all, our ju- 
nior Cabin John citizens riding, rolling or strolling to the Clara 
Barton Community Center where they received a prize for 
participating in the parade. Even with the bridge closed and 
the sign missing, we had a very large turnout. So large, in fact, 
that we ran out of crabs, almost allthe chicken was eaten and 
David Murphy and his lemonade crew resorted to selling 
orangeade because they ran out of lemons (something that has 
never happened before) all well before the end of the feast! In 
some past years we have had to sell crabs and chicken at cut- 
rate prices at the end of  the day. 

Arriving very early (9:00) the morning of the feast was Diane 
Leatherman to cook vegetables and manage the running of the 
kitchen for the day. Also arriving early was Bernice Dove, 
sister of the late Bill White, to tackle the baked beans. This 
was the job of  the late Margaret Coleman, for many years. Ber- 
nice s baked beanswere excellent and ;;re re happy to hear that 
she will be helping again next year. There was also, Lorraine 
Minor and Barbara Martin combining ingredients to mix into 
the prepped vegetables to make the coleslaw and potato salad. 
About noon Jan Smith and Stan Schaper came in to crank up 
thegrill and begin cooking the nearly 30o pieces of chicken 
needed to feed what would eventually turn out to be over 6o0 
people. 

Already lined up and waiting for the steaming hot food are 
Clare Amoruso and her group of volunteers to keep the food 
hot and ladled out in a timely fashion. 

On Thursday night Karen Melchar and her crew of choppers, 
dicers and bean snappers showed up at the Community Center 
to do their thing with the many pounds of vegetables. The 
Bethesda Co-Op vegetable manager, Brian Jones, was especially 
helpful in working with Karen to get the order put together 
anddelivered in time for the preparation crew. I t  went so well 
on Thursday that only a few hours were needed on Friday to 
finish up. Karen has had such success with this job over the 
last few years that we think she could do it in her sleep now 
(and she probably does dream it!). 
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 

M A S SAG E Get a relaxing Swedish/Deep tissue 
message in the convenience of your own home. 
$75.00/hr. Gift Certificates available - Call Domi- 
nique @ 301-263-2783. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW. Complimentary financial 
analysis offered to identify and explore alternative 
options for achieving your financial goals. Call Ca- 
bin John resident Christine Costello, Ph.D., (301) 
320-3096. 

HAULING Reasonable. Yard/garage items. 
Lawn cutting and hedge trimming. Prefer small 
jobs. Call Ed. 301-424-4420. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND 
PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all levels. Ensemble 
workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family DayCare. 15 
yrs. experience, references. Call Slew at 301- 
320-4280. 

PET SITTING/PET WALKING/PET CARE. 
Would your pet benefit from a friendly visit and walk 
while you are .at work? Or does your pet need at- .~, 
tentive pet sitting that keeps him happy at home 
while you are away on vacation or business? Dedi- 
cated service available for all your pet's needs. 
Creature Comforts at. (301) 229-6643 

Psychotherapy Psychoanalysis 

Dani lh  & Drake, M A ,  M S W  

Board Certified Diplomate 

Children, Adults, Adolescents, Couples, and Families 

7021 B.xton T , . a c e  
Bethesda, MD 20817 

(301) 320£659 

During the week preceding the feast many of you were able to 
purchase advance tickets thanks to Clare Amoruso s and Lisa 
Landsman's legions of door to door ticket sellers. Trying to 
cover every street is a huge project, the volunteers have many 
houses to get to, but they manage every year to come through. 

Arid long before all these things began, Pare Schaeffer did a fab- 
ulous job of getting our event placed in the local papers. This 
year I had calls from people in Silver Spring asking for details! 

continued on page 7 

~ P R O F E S S I O N A L  P A I N T I N G  
& H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T S  

MHIC # 3 9 4 6 8 / I n s u r e d  

JOHN RABNER 

Off: 301-229-9100 
Cell: 301-073-7S1S 
jrabner @ erols.com 

6520 75th Street 
Cabin John, MD 20818 
www.golstchoice.com 
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CRAB FEAST 
continued from page 6 

Market on the Boulevard again supplied crabs, owner 
?h Osborne has done a great job making sure we have plenty 

of crabs hot and ready to eat even in these days of fewer and 
fewer crabs to be caught. Pizza Hut suppliedpizza for those 
who don't have an appetite for chicken or crabs. 

David Murphy made his delicious Fresh Lemonade and, as men- 
tioned earlier, actually ran out of lemons this year due to a larg- 
er than normal turnout. John and Patsy Mathews also had lots- 
of soft drink, water and beer sales. Bob Epstein had to round up 
transport for his popcorn machine (large and heavy!), but was on 
hand to pop plenty of corn. The CabinJohn/Brookmont 3 and 4- 
year-old School baked up many yummy sweets and had ice 
cream again this year. 

Local guitarist Doug Hall has supplied adult entertainment for 
the last couple of years and we were pleased to hear his jazz 
duo again this year. Magician Chuck Flayhart entertained the 
children (much laughter and excitement accompanies his many 
tricks) and after his magic show you saw all the children with 
one of his many balloon designs. A couple of the Cabin John 
Girl Scout troop girls did face painting, always a big hit. 

This year we had a beautiful display of Cabin John history. 
Richard Cook and Richard Hirsh provided Cabin John memora- 
bilia and photos. Mary Troy, Curator of the Clara Barton Na- 
tional Historic Site, exhibited some items from the old Cabin 
John Bridge Hotel and some correspondence to Clara Barton. 
During 2ooi a committee of volunteers of the Cabin John Citi- 
zens Association assembled the large panels illuminating major 

lents of Cab!n John's development over the past two centu- 

Led by CJC Association president Burr Gray, Diane Leather- 
man, Barbara Martin, Andrew Rice, and Peter Vogt researched 
the facts, located old photos and documents, and wrote the 
text. Gerald Quirm undertook the big job of designing the lay- 
out of the panels, while Ritch Kepler handled all the mounting 
and framing. This effort took a tremendous amount of time on 
the part of these individuals. Among the people and organiza- 
tions who made these items available for this exhibit are: 
Richard Cook, Kathy Andrle, Tommy & Naomi Denell, Buzz & 
Ginny Potter, Reed Martin, Celeste Swedenberg, Virginia 
Payne, Thelma Marshall, Betty Sipes Peck, Francis Kohlhaver, 
Calvin & Elizabeth Kytle, Liz Clark, the Montgomery County 
Historical Society, and many others who allowed us to look 
through their old photographs. 

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission 
provided a grant of $2ooo.oo to assist with the costs of the 
project. We  are also indebted to the Potomac Conservancy, 
who joined as a partner to allow us to qualify for the Commis- 
sion's grant. Finally, Neal Potter, who grew up in Cabin John 
and is a past Montgomery County Executive was a guest of 
CJCA at the Crab Feast and reminisced about his days in Cabin 
John. 

Keeping the yellow jackets at bay was Andy Rice and his clean 
up crew• Keeping the trashcans and recycle bins from over- 
flowing is a never-ending task when you have 65o people 
°-*:~%..and that doesnt even include the children! 

Wilmarth, Citizen's Association Treasurer, was on hand 
to sell tickets at the door and also to collect Citizen's Associa- 

FREE 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Dog walking Introductory offers! One 

week ot dog walking for free or two days of 
pet sitting for free. Call Creature Comforts. 
(301) 229-6643. 

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515. 

/ |  
i , s  h LONG & 

2 J F O S T E R  ® 
REALTO   

E l e a n o r  B a l a b a n  

2 2 9 - 7 9 9 0  

BURNING 
TREE ! TREE SERVICE 

TOM 

Pager 913-8625 
Office / Home 229-7016 

Emergency 229-5283 

Stump Removal - Light Hauling 
Gutter Cleaning • Brush Removal 
Feed • Storm Damage Removal 

Licensed & Insured 

continued on page 8 
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CRAB FEAST 
continued from page 7 

tion dues. He reports that this year we had a record number of  families 
join the Association. Thanks to all of you for being involved in your com- 
munity. 

In past years we have relied heavily on Mary McConnell, director of the 
Clara Barton Community Center to help us with so many things involving 
the center; this year Mary retired and moved to Colorado. Inher  place we 
are indebted to Liz Clark and Tom Kemp for taking over her duties and 
keeping things running smoothly for us. Especially, we would like to thank 
Tom for coming to our rescue when the stove in the kitchen would not 
work! What a lifesaver. 

W e  always owe a special thank you to the local churches for their contri- 
bution o f  tables and chairs. Without  this loan we really would not have 
the capacity to serve our whole community. Thank you, Full Gospel 
Washington Church, Assembly of  God in Cabin John, Glen Echo Baptist 
Church and Church of  the Redeemer also in Glen Echo. 

In the end it was a wonderful day and even though there were some "what 
if's earlier in the week...many of you took time out of  your busy schedules 
to attend the Crab Feast, meefin~g old and new neighbors and support the 
community at the same time. w e  thank you for your support anowe es- 
pecially want to thank those who volunteered so much o f  their time to 
make this a really great event: 

BIKE PARADE: Ruth and John Rabner, Karen Melchar, Robin Gur!ey, 
Heidi and Scott Lewis and all the parents who participated and helpedout 
along the parade route! 

VEGETABLE PREP: Benno Schmidt, Greg & Maria Whiteaker, Dave 
Hsu, Lisa Norris, Melissa Bell and Jim McKinna, Helen Daniel, Angela 

Finding a new h o m e  

can  be a chal lenge.  

Finding the right realtor 
can  make  all the  difference. 

kbeill6 Putt ing the A c c e n t  on Success  

Barbara Abeill6 
7272 Wisconsin Ave 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

PARDOE 
O 301.941.2354 R E A L E S TAT E 
H 301.320.5391 [~ .  I ~  
www.abei l lehomes.com "~'~ 
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Coppola, Helen Harris, Deb Duff-y, Robin Gur- 
ley, Mary Smith, Missy Rabner, Ruth Rabner, 
Missy Cochrane and Nurit Erger. 

FOOD SERVERS: Stephanie Smart, Karen 
Melchar, Gale O Laughlin, Susan Gelb, Connie 
Bergfors, Benno Schmidt, Kay Kemp, Tom 
Heslin, Meredith Griggs, Helen Daniel, Robin 
Mustain, Jean Betz, Bramman Avery, Mary Kay 
Young and Lu Coleman. 

SOFT DRINKS/BEER/WATER: Mariah 
Murphy and Sarah Wright 

LEMONADE: Barbara and Reed Martin 

CLEAN UP INSIDE AND OUTSIDE: 
Adriaan and Diana Carter, Nan and David Froi, 
Sarah CahiU and Linda Green. 

CHICKEN: Fred and Judy Mopsik, Meredith 
Griggs, Rob Kibler, Marge Fisher. 

TABLE SET UP: Rick Duff3,, Michael Gaff- 
ney, Mark Leatherman, Don Mehlman, Phil 
Amoruso, Oscar Ramiriz, Larry Heflin, Paul 
Amoruso, Adriaan Carter, Rob Kibler, Nina 
Weissberg, Helen Daniel, Iris Brookins and 
William Taylor, and Larry West. John Hugh- 
es loaned us his large truck that makes it pos- 
sible to pick up all of  the tables and chairs 
from the three churches in one trip. 

ADVANCE TICKET SALES: Pepi Bolger, , 
Denys Britti, Diana Carter, Renee Culbertson, 
Deborah Duffy, Juliet Rodman, Oona Steiglitz, 
Elaine Tama, Helen Daniel, Brandon Fortune, 
Kay and Ray Kemp, Diane Leatherman, Lor- 
raine Minor, Connie Rice, Kathy Siefken, Glo- 
ria Slayton, Peter Vogt, Bob Wilcoff, Maureen 
Willoughby. 

CRAB COOKING: Pete Couste, Tom Hoge, 
Pete Hunter, Brad Kotz, Harry Rieckelman 
and Gene Wright. 

PIZZA SALES: Max Kepler 

GRILL CLEAN UP: Larry West, Alex West 
and Lisa landsman 

FACE PAINTING: Katie Barnhard and Lore- 
na Clark 

Hopefully, no one's name got lost among all my 
lists of volunteers, if so, I apologize and those 
of you who simply pitched in to help without 
being called we thank all of you and look for- 
warcl to seeing everyone again next year. 
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A F G H A N I S T A N  cont., from page 4 

biggest adjustment for me wasn't the altitude (equivalent to 
o f  Denver), the lack o f  infrastructure, or even the traffic 
Is with fat-tailed sheep, it was getting used to a male-dominat- 

ed and Muslim society. Looking back, my interaction with Afghan 
women was very minimal; all the shopkeepers, hotel and school 
support staff, taxi drivers, and even our servants were men. I t  was 
Mr .  Ramatula or Mr. Esa that walked me and my sisters to our 
bus stop every day, always imparting a useful word of  Farsi alon. g 
the way. Despite our conspicuous appearance (we dressed m Levi 
jeans and t-shirts), we felt fairly safe navigating the city on our 
o w n .  

For the most  part, Afghans were living as they had centuries ago. 
Wha t  other  society could make that claim? And with that bless- 
ing-or curse-came a simplicity of  life that was totally unfamiliar 
to me. For instance, watches and clocks, regardless of  whether 
they actually work, are ubiquitous in even the poorest  regions of  
the world. But in Afghanistan, the average villager re l iedon  a 
cannon that was fired from a distant mountain to announce the ar- 
rival of  mid-day. It  was not  long before I welcomed-and even 
ant ic ipated- the  daily blast of  the "noon gun." Their  lifestyle-- 
traveling on foot andarduous physical labor-kept  Afghans fit. 
T he  concept of  exercise was totally alien to them; one day, as my 
mother  went for her morning jog, she heard a boy exclaim, "Look, 
the foreigner is late!" 

The  land was rugged and so were the people. One sensed freedom 
and resilience in their spirit. Even their national sport, buzcashi, 
had no boundaries and no rules. I t  was played on vast stretches of  
steppe with a headless goat (or calf) that was transferred back and 
for th  among teams of  men on horseback, clutching horsewhips in 

A t h e i r  mouths. (It is not much of  a spectator sport since all the 
~ a c t i , ~ i t y  takes place iri a thick Cloud of  dus t . )  Emblazoned in my 

memory are visions of  Afghan children with rosy, painfully 
chapped cheeks playing with sticks and stones in freezing tem- 
peratures. 

Most  Afghans were friendly but not intrusive. They  were loyal 
and valued family. Adults routinely greeted one another with 
several rounds of  kisses on each check and a litany of  inquiries 
about the well-being of  each other's families, a salutation that 
would last several minutes. Afghan children, on the other  hand, 
were animated and overtly curious about us. In Thailand, we were 
called "farang" which means "foreigner." In Afghanistan, we were 
called "Mister Kachalou," which translates as "Mr. Potato." Evi- 
dently, Afghans remember a man with strange Western  habits 
that all the children would make fun of, and the name "Mr. Pota- 
to" seem to fit him. I never knew quite how to respond to that 
title, but I grew fond of  it. 

Afghans celebrated life huddled around samovars of hot  tea. In a 

~ llance one knew what restaurants and shops had to offer. Entire 
oody carcasses-some skinned, some not--hung from large hooks 

for display next to tall stacks of  fiat, oval Afghan bread-nan. In one 
sniff you knew the extent of  the menu: shashlik kebab and warm 
nan. And there was always Coca-cola, even in desolate Afghanis- 
tan. 

There  was a bazaar for everything. Rows upon rows of  used west- 
ern clothes--much of  it from charitable agencies in the U.S--hung 
in the Used Clothes Bazaar (which, curiously, was named after 
the sitting U.S. President). There  was the Silver Bazaar, the 
Dried Tomato  Bazaar and even a Used Food Bazaar (leftover food 

~ om hotels). As a teenager, browsing through the Used Clothes 
azaar and the myriad vendors selling lapis jewelry on the famous 

"Chicken Street" was my favorite pastime. Afghan carpet shops 
often lined the streets with their carpets so cars would run over 

• - ~ :  . . . . .  - 
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them an d make them look like antiques, thereby in- 
creasing their value to unsuspecting buyers. No  packag- 
ing, no advertising, no price tags. Bargaining was pleas- 
urable and a way o f  life. 

Other  than exploring the countryside, there wasn't 
much to do on any given day. There  were only a few 
mediocre Western restaurants and one disco, the Gold- 
en Lotus. No  T V  or English-speaking radio. The  only 
bowling alley did not have an automatic pinpick-up, just 
Afghan kids who would suddenly appear andreset  the 
pins. Several times a week, the USMiss ion showed a 
dated movie and the "Staff House (the American guest 
house for diplomats) hosted BINGO,Night .  Those  ev- 
ents and the occasional dance at the Teen  Center" 
were the focal points o f  the American International 
School of  Kabul (AISK) social scene. 

T h e  t978 Marxist coup took place at the tail end of  our 
tour. As it turns out, that coup marked the beginning of  
the end of  Afghanistan as we knew it. Having gotten 
wind ofimap,ending violence in the streets, my mother  
rushed to the campus to pick us up. On the way home 
we had to pull over to make room for two huge Soviet 
tanks to pass by, one with smoke still spewing from its 
gun barrel. W e  filled the bathtubs with water and 
braced for weeks of  curfew. Th e  whole experience was 
surreal. At  the time, we had no way of  knowing the 
severity o f  the situation. W e  were typical teenagers 
enjoying a big slumber party with our stranded house 
guests from Pakistan; we actually ate popcorn as we lis- 
tened to the shelling around us. 

The  aftermath o f  the coup stunned us. W e  saw huge 
craters in the center of  the busiest roads and in our own 
school yard. W e  saw the shelled walls of  targeted com- 
pounds throughout  the city, including the Royal Palace. 
W e  left Afghanistan shortly thereafter.  I will never 
forget the day. As I boarded theplane  from the runway, 
I gave the ground a little kick andsaid to myself, I 
promise, I will be back. 

Renee Kotz, a Cabin Jobn resident, grew up overseas and bas 
spent the last ~ y years working internationally in cbild survival and 
family plannin~ most recently with the Red Cross. 

LOOKING BACK 
continued from page 5 

country, the [Washington] Monument  and Wireless 
Towers being in full view from one part of  the property." 

- "The fine scenery and other  interesting features bring 
hundreds of  automobiles and other  vehicles along these 
roads every day during the summer, this being the most 
attractive suburban drive from the city. By actual count 
365 automobiles passed along the p, ublic highway in front 
of  this property between 3 and 6 o clock Sunday after- 
noon, November 3, I912, an average of  more than two a 
minute." 

- "Not  many years ago Cleveland Park and Che W Chase 
were not more promising than this property is today, but 
in those suburban places land is now selling at 4o cents to 
75 cents per square foot. The  Cabin John property ... is 
starting at the minimum price of  i cent to 3 cents per 
square foot. Watch  for the prices to increase in the near 
future. A pointer for thoughtful investors." 

(It sounds pretty good, doesn't it? There will be more from Mr. 
Tomlinson's fertile pen in the next issue of The Village News) 
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THE VILLAGE NEWS is published 
monthly except in July and January 
and is sent free to every household 
in Cabin John. Others may sub- 
scribe for $5 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions to: 
The Village News 
PO Box 164 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

The next deadline is 10 AM Thursday 
Nov. 8th for the issue mailing Nov. 
16th. 

"People who make the village news 
possible: Barbara and Reed Martin, 
Lorraine Miner, Heidi Brown Lewis. 

Regular Contributors: Burr Gray, 
Andy Rice, and Barbara Martin. 
Ads - 301-229-3515. Neighborly 
News - 301-229-3482, 
Features/news - 301-320-0918. 
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