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Jean Coolidge,. Was a Friend to Cabin John Children
Jean Coolidge (who died June 1, 11995)will be:
tuitions, and college assistance.
remembered by those whowere small children in
Jean's husband Brad was a Foreign Service Officer
and for many years they lived in overseas. The culCabin John in the 60's and by their parents for the
rest of their lives..Her influence began during the
tures of the various countries inspired Jean in artistic
height of the civil rights movement, when, as a neigh- ways. Wherever she was, she expressed herself
bor from Glen Echb,'she helped b~.~giri'the Home
through gardening, stitchery, Japanese flower arrangStudy Program in which Clara Barton School chiling, ceramics, weaving, and more, and happily shared
this creativity with others.
dren, parents,.and volunteers joinedin activities to
stimulate learning and achievement. As paV of the
Besides the years spent overseas, Jean and Brad
program, she helped establish a nursery school in the Coolidge also spent their summers in Nantucket,
medical clinic, and held tutoring sessions in the chilMass. But whenshe was away,Jean often said she
was "homesick" for her home and friends here. She
dren's homes[Although she wa s an experienced
kept her contacts with the children of the Home
dassroom'teacher, her Style of tutoring was to take a
Study Program after the tutoring program ended,
car full of children on field trips to nearby sights that
would expand their minds and interests. They prac:
and never lost her interest in their development.
ticed swfmming, observed the wonders of nature, and They knewthey could come to her at any time for
increased their appreciation of beaatiful things.
encouragement. She was generouswith her time and
friendship.
Jeanparticipated with community members in
fundraising events to support the Home Study
In my garden there are at !east seven different plants
Program, usually bake sales or ca~y-out dinners. The that Jean Coolidge transplanted from her own garden. They are thriving and expanding, and as I enjoy /
HSP leaders drew the community together through
their blossoms I am thankful forhaving had this gen~kI
the famous Cabin John Crab Feast held every summer, which they began as a fund-raiser to pay :for a
erous friend who loved beautiful and growing things:::rI
professional nursery school teacher; summer camp
Catherine F o r m a n
",
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UNEXPLAINED .PHENOMENON
In an occurance too macabre to
be fiction, Bob Epstein stumbled
upon the first tangible evidence
that we are not alone in this universe-there may be another Cabin
John! While returning home late at
:night from a conference on alien
!abductions, Bob took a wrong turn
on a foggy back road in Cecil
County, Md near the mouth of the
Elk River. ,The air that whipped
around the fairing of his motorcycle
grew strangely cool, and seemed
charged with unfamiliar energy. He
eased off the throttle a bit as the

REVEALED!

darkness and fog grew denser and
large tree like objects seemed to
encroach on the road. Then he saw
it. He wasn't sure at first. "No, it
can't be" he said out loud to himself. But the signpost that flashed
past in the darkness was no phantom. He turned his bike around
and approached the Sign, shining
the headlight directly on the
Scotchcal© reflective lettering. His
mind raced for an explanation. To
assure himself it was not a dream
he read the words out loud, "Cabin

John Road"

CONTINUEDON PAGE 3

Citizens Association
Meetings resume in
September
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Neighborhood Events
June is always a busy month in Cabin John with the end of
school. Looking back in Cabin John's history, it was June
13, 1928, that the first graduation ceremonies were held at
the newly built Glen Echo-Cabin John Sch0ol-later known
as the Clara Barton School-which had been opened in
March of that year with an enrollment of 150 students and
5 teachers. Interesting note: in that first g~aduating class
was sixth-grader Neal Potter who many years afterwards
served as County Executive of Montgomery County and
stir sits on the County Council.
The end of the school came 46 years !~ter when the
County Board of Education voted to close it as of June 30,
1974, because of declining enrollment. Cabin John students were henceforth included in the Bannockburn
School district. How to use the Clara Barton building has
been an important topic of community concern ever since.
Twenty years ago, on June 17, 1975, occurred one of
the most dramatic Citizens Association meetings in Cabin
John's history. With the thermometer in t~e 90's 200 people packed the Clara Barton all-purpose room (then not
air-conditioned!) to vote on a resolution to petition the
County Council to rescind its "down zoning" to residential
zoning of three properties on MacArthur Boulevard up to
then classified as C-1 commercial. So intense were feelings
on the issue that the Montgomery County Police
Department actually had officers and a paddy wagon
standing by.
The technicalities of the reclassification were a bit complex, and the County had acted in accordance with a community plan adopted 0nly a few years earlier. But for many
~citizens the basic issue was very simple: should the government take away the rights of the owner by restricting the
uses he or she could make of the property?
• The debate was fervent (but non-violent), with speeches restricted to two minutes each. After or,e hour came the
vote, and by an overwhelming margin of 144 to 33 the
meeting voted to call for rescission of the ,down zoning.
And so the three properties-which today are occupied
by the Captain's Market, the Alpine Animal Hospital, :and
the Wild Bird Center-retained the commercial classification.

Thanks to Village News Archivist Andy Rice for contributing this feature. If you have photos or mementos of the good
old days in Cabin John, the Village News vaould like to use
them with thi~feature.

AT PALISADESPOOL

FREE S W I M
for Cabin John kids
Tuesday s and Thursdays from 11 AM to 1 PM
Children under 7 years must be accompanied by an
adult.
To announce an event in The Village News send a written notice
to: Editor, PO Box 164, Cabin John Md 20818. The next deadline and mailing dale is published on the inside back page.
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LANDSCAPING

7810 WOODROW PLACE ,
CABIN JOHN. M A R Y L A N D 21MIll

JOHN HUGHES
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The Glen Echo Baptist Church
Vassar Circle, Glen Echo, MD
Jesus Christ is our Lord, Saviour and God.He still performs miracles at the Glen Echo Baptist Church. A born
again Fellowship. 229-4430.
Sunday Morning: PraYer 8:00, Family Sunday School
9:30, Worship and Praise, 11:00.
All are invited!!
Sunday Evening: 6:00 Why we believe the Jewish Bible,
7:00 Praise, Testimonies, Worship, Singing.
Wednesday Evening: 7:00 Prayer, Testimonies, Bible
questions
Friday Morning: 10:00 Community prayer and Bible
study
Collecting food and clothing for the homeless and needy.
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Cabin John Unexplained

Cabin John Creek, I think it's
named after that."
The V~llageNews is organizing
an expedition to the area later this
summer to collect data, take ph0tographs of the area, and find out if
there are any good barbecue establishments nearby. Two lines of
inquiry are currently being pursued:
1. That a true parallel reality has
been discovered. To test this theory
we will study the traffic engineering
at the ramp to their Clara Barton
Parkway. Any similarities to ours
will veri.fy the theory since something so bizarre could never happen
twice.
2. That the historical character
known as "John of the Cabin" was
actually a franchise. The discovery
of other Cabin Johns will be needed to support this theory.

continued from page 1

When sources close to the investigation leaked the story to The
Village News, we were skeptical. By
all accounts, the conditions were
hardly favorable to accurate observation. Bob claims to have explored
the road briefly but was unable to
provide manydetails. His account
includes a description of several
"mailboxes" along the road. But an
independent investigation conducted by The VillageNews staff uncovered evidence even more astounding. In a tel-e~phoneinterview with
The VillageNews, Craig, the postmaster of nearby Earleville when
asked about the origin of the name
stated,[ereepy bockground music]
"...I don't know, it's an old name,
there's a creek up there called

The Village News welcomes contributions of
news items, stories (real
or made up), artwork
and photographs.
We also need somebody to help us boost
our advertising revenue.
It could be a great project for a young person
interested in business.
Call Gerry Quinn
at 229-8030

WIN Asso CO' O _

KEPLER FRAMING
Ritch Kepler, Certified PPFA
Guaranteed, Quality Framing
Fast, Personal Sen6ce
Free Pick Up & Delivery
in Cabin John

herbals, Supplements and morel
(
Drawings every Friday this month /~ J
at 6pm. Winners notified by phone. ~

7900 MacArthur Blvd.

I Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 9-7 Call 320-2530
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Cabin John is a
very special
place to live...
M a k e the m o s t
of it!

,I
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More than a store,
a communffy resource.

[

Open 1o-6 Daily 229-3141

I

Suzanne Parmelee

Desig~dDevelopment
Realtor (301) 930-3345

2 d°2 j
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@LONG&FOSTEK
REALTORS"
(301) 975-9500

M C B R Mult~Millbo*l D o ~ l r
Mem~¢

Why
Because I'm experienced.
Because I'm local.
Because I'm active in the
communi W and committed to its welfare.
Because I can back up your ,;ale with
innovative, effective marketing.
Because I care!

Washington, D.C. 20016
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5028 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W.,

i

FORRENT Townhome in Cabin John /
Glen Echo area. Three bedroom, 2 1/2
bath, finished bathroom, parking space,
overlooking woods. $1500/mon. 301 229-8315. Available Auqust 1.
HOUSEWANTED.TO RENT Two or
three BR house wanted for responsible,
friendly small family. Excellent local references. Ont to three year lease preferred.
301-365-2393 or 301-320-2781.

To place an ad in the Village
News classifieds send your ad
before the first Saturday of the
month to the address below. The
cost is 25¢ per word.
If you have questions, call Jerry
Rhodes at 320-5219

Lcenud in DC ,, MD • VA

P

J

Cute, black, country kittens, one long
hair, M & F, free. 229-7412.

WANTED Responsible and experienced
nanny / babysitter with excellent driving
skills, car preferred, for two wonderful
children, 3 and 6 yrs. of age, live in or
out, full-time starting mid-August, references required. 320-5828 after 6:00 p.m.

BARBARAAflEILLE

B A R B A R A ABEILLE
(H) 301-320-5391 (O) 202-362-5800

FORRENT 2 Bedroom House. Excellent
condition. Available July 1. 6427 79th
Street. $1200 per month. 229-3482.
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The VILLAGE NEWS is published monthly except in July and
December and is sent free to every
household in Cabin John. Others
may subscribe for $5 per year.Send
news, advertisments, letters, and
subscriptions to:
The Village News
PO Box 164
Cabin John, Maryland 20818
The next deadline is 10 AM
Saturday August 5 for the issue
mailing August 15th.
People who make the Village News
possible:
Barbara and Ger Quinn, Jerry
Rhodes, Barbara and Reed Martin
Contributors: Bob Epstein,
Catherine Forman, Andy Rice
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ENTERTAINERS

THE POTOMAC MUSICIANS Elegant
wedding, party and reception music
by flute, violin and cello trio, string
quartet or piano. 229-5685.
HAULING

LANDSCAPING
in harmony with your
taste & budget

[]
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'
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Washingtonian Award Winner
Unu,,iuai Design • Wood Decks •
Brick & Stone Patios • Railroad
Ties • Waterfalls & Pools •
Unique & Beautiful Plantings
Mark Willcher & Co.
(301) 320-2040
M D 13305

Reasonable, Yard/garage items. Lawn
Cutting and hedge trimming. Prefer
small jobs. Call Ed, 229-1195.
MUSIC LESSONS

VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO,
All ages, all levels. Ensemble work -~
shops. Vera Dolezal, 229-5685.
Support The Village News and tell
your neighbors about the services
you offer with a Neighborhood
Services listing

DC 726

Eleanor Balaban
229-7990

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD
20818
Permit 4210

Resident
65'17 80th Street
Cabin John, MD 20818

