
hi. c oh. 

Vol. ? 
MARCH CALENDAR 

Mar. 9 Book Talk 7:30 pm 
Little Falls Library 

Mar. ii Book Talk 10:30 am 
Little Falls Library 

Mar. 13 VFW Dinner-Dance 
Post Hall, Great Falls 

Mar. 17 Bake Sale HA 11:30 am 
Clara Barton School 

Mar. 18 Hearing on the Polinger 
Proposal. 1:30 pm 
County Office Building 

Mar. 19 COAC Meeting 8 pm 
~918 Westaway Dr. Bethesda 

Mar. 22 Homemakers Meeting 
Mar. 23 Town Meeting - Citizens Asso. 

7:30 Clara Barton School 
Mar. 26 Movies 2:30 pm 

Clara Barton Elem. School 
Apr. 3 "His Land", a movie with 

Billy Graham 7pm Methodist 
Church **************************************** 

COMMUNITY TOUR A SUCCESS 
The first Community sponsored tour 

ofCabln John for various elected of- 
ficials was held on Feb. 28. Although 

,, ,, , 

March 1971 

First, thelsewer line in the Creek 
is still leaking and overflowing. 
There is one new twist, however; where 
some manhole covers have been sealed 
with tar or bolted down, leaks have .... 
sprung in the masonry caissons support! 
ring them. This situation was re~orted 
to the WSSC and some repairs have 
commenced, " 

Second~ the WSSC issued a status 
report on the Cabin John basin dated ~ 
ii February 1971. The most immediate 
relief from the overload of the Cabin 
John line will come when I million 
gallons per day are diverted to lines 
in the Rock Creek watershed. WSSC has 
made all the final arrangements to 
construc~ the necessary line, but the 
city of Rockville has not yet obtained 
necessary rights of way. Work cannot 
commence until that is cleared up. 
WSSC estimates that the project will 
take three months to complete following 
start of work. " 

,SEWER SITUATION 
!a summary by Frazie~ Kellog 

g 

Creek areproceeding. Soil boring • tests 
are being made and WSSC estimates that 
the final design will be submitted for 
approval by the State Dept. of Health 
this month. If approved, the new line 
will be connected to the WSSC Potomac 
interceptor line, but WSSC notes that 
it will not be effective until connec- 
tionto the Dulles interceptor can be 
made. This initurn is dependant upon 
improvements !~n transmission lines in 
D.C. and in treatment capacity at Blue 
Plains. Both of these are a few years 
away, and we can thus expect continued 
pol~ution even with a new relief llne 
in the flood plain in the Creek. 

Third, the status report did not 
revealwhat is being doneabout the 
progress of WSSC exploration of poten- 
tial treatment facilities as mentioned 
in its most recent ten-year report. 
That report indicated theCabin J~ohn 
watershed as one possible location, but 
Site explorations have not been comple- 
ted. It is not clear why the WSSC should 
begin construction of a relief line 
until some answers are in on the treat- 
ment question. Remember, Montgomery 
County exports all its sewage through 
ant to other Jurisdictions. 

Finally, there is still suaplei0n 
that anygravity llne placed in the 
flood plain will be easily damaged by 

of the data will be discussed. If you floods even if buried. County Council 
have an interest in the Community ~ues- Pres ~ Ida Mae Garrott, and councilmen 
tionnaire, plan to come Sunday nigRt. 
Everyone's opinion counts, and sugges~:~ Potter and Wilcox discussed and viewed 
tions are welcomed, the sewer on Feb. 28 during the tour. 

More on this in the near future, 

cerned people from the County Council t 
Ida Mac Garrott (Pres.), Neil Potter, 
and Bill Wilcox were treated to a 
thorough sightseeing ride and walk 
through Cabin John. Hopefully they saw 
firsthand some of our problems as well 
as some of our uncommon assets. We hope 
to have more tours in the near future. 

LITTLE FALLS LIBRARY 
This month's Book Talk will be about 

Hoffman's book, Gay World. Discussions 
will be held at 7:30 on March 9, and at 
I0:30 am one, March ii. Copies of this h.~ 
book are available at the library. 

QUEST IONNA IRE EXAMINED 

At the March 2 Town Meeting, the 
Community Questionnaire first draft 
was scrutinized and discussed in detail. 
Certain modifications were suggested 
and adopted by the assembled group, and 
pending these changes, the questionnaire 
was accepted. 

There will be a meeting on Sunday, 
March 7 at 8 pm at Frazier Kellogg's 
house, 7725 Tomlinson Ave. to make sure 
that the changes put forth at the Town 
Meeting are fully incorporated into the 
questionnaire. Also at this meeting, 
distribution, collection and tabulation 

many people could not ~come ,to--the-~tonr, ~>-~ ......... ~PI&ns ~ for installing a relief sewer :~'~ 
on that day, three important and con- in the flood plain of the Cabin John 
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one long boundry Of Cabin John i s  
the  ~Potomac River ,  and i~t has played 
a large  part in  our l o c a i  h i s t o r y .  

YE 0LDE CABIN JOHN . . . . .  Part 

The Potomac River is just as much a part 
of the Cabin John community as are the 
buildings. 

The name is derived from an Indian word 
which has passed through centuries of varied 
spelling. It first appeared in Captain John 
Smith's narration of his voyage in the 
Chesapeake and its tributaries. He spelled 
it Patowomeck. Later the spelling was 
shifted a little to mean "They are coming to 
water, drawing near in crafts and canoes." 

Captain John Smith in 1608 was the first 
white man to explore the river and make a map 
of it. He sailed up the river to the limit 
of tidewater -Little Falls -and told of the 
"mighty rocks and divers place s where the 
water had fallen from the mountains." 
Today our section of the river looks just as 
wild and untamed as in the days of Captain 
John Smith. 

The river has a record of destruction 
totalling millions of dollars in less than 
a century. One of the most costly floods 
were in 1889, at the time of the Johnston 
Flood, when the canal had to be closed for 
2½ years while extensive repairs were made. 
On May 13, 1924, the river raced over its 
banks again and carried with it all that 
could be torn loose. The muddy churning 
water filled the air with a heavy earthy 
smell~ That flood will be remembered long, 
as it closed the canal for al~ time - as a 
freighter-carrying waterway. On April 17, 
1936, another flood piled debris high on 
the banks and carried away the old Sycamore 
IslandCanoe Club. Many were driven_from 
their homes and were housed at the Cabin 
John Fire House. In the sun, her of 1937, 
the river again left high-water marks on the 
lock houses. 1941 saw a flood which spent 
its furY destroying some of the restoration 
work done on the canal by the National Park 
Service. Frequently small floods and spring 
freshets have filled the bottom land between 
the canal and the river. 

Even with this reputation, the river has 
brought much pleasure to lovers of the out- 
doors. Once it left a sand beach near Lock 
8, whi£h was enjoyed by the community for 
more than twoseasons. No one can deny that 
the rugged shore line, rapids and islands " 
create a beauty that is superb. The abund- 
ance of wild flowers and birds along the 
banks has long been a joy to all. Canoeists 
today can still find the fish traps installed 
by the Indians and ca D trace the route 
planned by George Washington and used from 
1818 for river navigation from Cumberland, 
Md. to the lower reaches of the Potomac. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal played a 
large role in the early history of the 
community by influencing the population 
and providing a means of livelihood. It 
was put in operation in 1850, after years 
of discouragement, and closed in 1924 when 
severely damaged by flood. Moreg~er , the 
Government failed to renew its c6ntract for 
Maryland[coal, a prime source ofli~evenue. 
During the last days the commerc~ had 
dwindled to about 70 boats, i 

During the last days of operation, 
Charles Spong was locktender at Lock 8, 
which is located at the foot of Halifax 
Street, while Locks 9 and 10, only a few 
hundred feet apart, were operated by Victor 
and Virgie Hall, twins, who lived at Lock 
I0. These two are near Wilson Avenue and 
Seven Locks Road and were part of the seven 
closely grouped locks that give the road 
its name. ~ 

In 1938 the National Park Service 
bought the canal for $2,000,000. It is 
hoped that some day the 184.5 miles of the 
canal will be opened from Georgetown to 
Cumberland for recreational purposes. 
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CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION REPORT 

TheFebruary 23 meeting of the Cabin 
John Citizens Association featured the 
representatives of the proposed Yolinger 
tract project. Mr. Hutton from the Senior 
Citizens Council, Mr. Nicholson, the Attorney 
for Mr. Polinger, Mr. Weinstein, the architect 
and Mr. Millman, the FHA attourney were 
present toexplain and answer questions about 
the proposed SENIOR CITIZENS APARTMENT COMPLEX. 
Land use, rent rates, trees, transportation 
and job opportunities were discussed as well 
as other pertinent information. The fact 
that this project would nearly double the 
size of Cabin John's number of families, 
and that it might alter the zoning pattern 
were brought up as objections. It was a 
very interesting meeting for all citizens 
who attended, and gave a clear cut and honest 
presentation for a very important piece of 
property in Cabin John. 

THE CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION HAS 
VOTED TO OPPOSE THE ZONING ON THE POLINGER 
TRACK. 

IMPORTANT HEARING - Polinger Track Proposed 
Project - March 187 1:30 P. M. County Office 
Building, Rockville - Citizens of Cabin 
John Communityare urged to attend. The 
hearing is open to all and important to all. 

CUB SC OUT PAC K ~+~ 

On February 26, Cub Scout Pack ~ 
had their Blue and Gold Banquet. It 
was held at Clara Barton School. It 
was a very n~ce affair. The program ~ 
was a combination of a variety show, 
magic show, and a~so a skit. And, as 
an added attraction, there was a con- 
test betweensome of the parents. 
There were at least a hundred persons 
present including the scouts~ and we 
appreciated the help of the Girl Scouts 
in doing the serving. They did a very 

good Job. Some awards were also given. 
A good time was had by everyone. 

by Mrs Ed.Gotthardt 
( )( )()C ) ( ) (  ) ( ) (  3( ) i  )( )( 3¢)()(.)C )C )( )(  ) 

KELP KEEP CABIN JOHN CLEAN AND FREE 
OF LITTER. FOR TRASH COLLECTION IN- 
FORMATION CALL ~2~-2200. 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I  
Would you llke to volunteer to 

help with the Village News? Can you 
be our Recipe Lady? Call ~69-6379 
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**~** THE PLANNING PROCESS ~***** 

For the last severalmeetlngs we have 
discussed the use Of a questionaire in order 
to obtain data in the planning process and 
to ultimately develop a community plan for 
Cabin John. However, I have found that in 
this process there is an absence of a common 
meaning for the words "planning" and 
"community plan." In order to help you 
answer your questionaires and contribute more 
to the planning process I will broadly define 
them for you. 

To some, planning means an isolated 
project, such as the construction of a sewer- 
age plant or the redevelopment of a blighted 
area. To others, it is all-encompassing 
economic planning and control, with the 
individual relegated to the role of a non- 
entity in the larger scheme of things. To 
still others, the word is~virtually meaning- 
less. 

For our purposes we will define planning 
inthe following terms: Thebroad object of 
planning is to further the welfare of the 
people in the community by helping to create 
an increasingly better, more healthful, con- 
venient, efficient and attractlve community 
environment. The physical, as well as the 
social and economic community is a single 
organism, all features and activities of 
which are related and interdependent. These 
factors must be supplemented by the appli- 
cation of intelligent foresight and planned 
administrative and legal coordination if 
balance, harmony and order are to be insured. 
It is the task of planning to supply this 
foresight and this over-all coordination. I 

The "community plan" is basically a 
statement of community objectives and policies 
for future development and a general guide to 
follow in achieving those objectives. The 
development of the plan also provides an 
opportunity for the community to analyze its 
present physical structure, to recognize its 
problems and to seek their solutions, in 
addition, the plan advisespubllc agencies and 
private developers of the community's general 
policies regarding future subdivision and 
zoning control and other physical improvements. 

In order to accomplish a plan, a commU- 
nity usually f~llows a simple, three-step 
operation~ First, an inventory is taken of 
the con~nunity's assets an~ liabilities - in 
thebroadest sense. In other words, the 
community takes stock of itself and analyzes 
the facts that it finds. The second step is 
the determination of the needs and desires of 
the community, based upon existing conditions 
and the community's potential. At this stage, 
the community should establish as goals the 
elements which it feels necessary for sound 
growth and community life. The final step 
is the formulation of a program to meet the 
needs and attain the desires which have been i 
established, keeping in mind the community's 
ability to finance the necessary or deslred 
improvements. Insimple terms, the community 
determines how to get what it wants and needs, 
beginning with whatever it already has. ! 

1 Beuscher, J. H. and others. Local Planning 
Administration. 3d ed., edited by Mary 
McLean. Chicago: The International City 
Managers' Association, 1959. 467 pp. 

In the f~al analysis, the value of the 
community plan lies in its influence on 
future development in Cabin John. To a 
certain extent community development can be 
guided and controlled through governmental 
activities, but the great ~ulk of decisions 
affecting Cabin John's physical character are 
made by private individuals and organizations. 
Ultlmately,_the success of the planning 
process is dependent upon the understanding 
and support given to the program by th~ 
residents of Cabin John. 
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Transportation and Public Facil 
Plan for Cabin John as put forth in 
the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Master Plan. 

Tomlinson Ave. will be put through 
to become a primary street. 
MacArthur Blvd will be improved. 
A Park & Recreation area off of 
Seven Locks Road. 

ties 

MacArthur Boulevard* - MacArthur Boule- 
vard, located in the Potomac Palisades, ~is now 
built largely atop the aquaducts which help 
supply water to'Washington. Future develo p- 
ment of the road poses a problem of balancing 
contradictory considerations, as well as a 
major problem of source of funding. For more 
than i00 years MacArthur Boulevard has b~een a 
focal point for, and a transportation li~k to 
and amoung, several long-established conimu- 
nities along the Potomac Palisades. One' the 
other hand, engineering and budgetary consid- 
erations have led the U. S. Corps of Eng!ineers 
to recommend removal of traffic from atolp the 
aquaducts as an indirect protective measure. 
This possibility has been studied from an 
engineering standpoint (Feasibility Study - 
MacArthur Boulevard, Greenhorne and O'MaYa, 
June, 1967), but consideration was not given 
to the impact on traffic patterns in the 
planning area from the road closures proposed 
the re in. ~ 

The Plan recommendation is thus for 
Partial implementation of the Greenhorne and 
O'Mara Study. In addition, it is recommended 
that future studies be undertaken on the 
feasibility of maintaining MacArthur Boulevard 
as a continuous route for its full length. 
The basic premise of the Greenhorne Study (the 
use of a roadbed parallel to the aquaduct) is 
recommended. Where this is not fully possible 
(as between Glen Echo and Brookmont), reen~. 
forcement or replacement of ~ the pipes is the 
recommended alternative in lieu of closure. 

Unless the Corps of Engineers is able to 
construct, pay for, or contribute heavily to 
the cost of the MacArthur Boulevard improve- 
ments, very lowlpriority must be assigned, 
in view of limlt~d local road funds and the 
more urgent needs elsewhere throughout the 

!t 

planning area. ~Federal legislation may be 
necessary to permit and assure participation 
by the Corps of Engineers. 

I 



****** HELP MARYLAND SAVE LIVES ***** LITTLE FALLS MALL 

Support undeclared war bills S.121 
and H.419 Recently both the Maryland 
Senate and House introduced bills pro- 
viding that no inhabitant of the State 
shauld be required to serve outside 
thei United States in an undeclared 
war. These bills are similar to legis- 
lation passed in Massachusetts and leg- 
islation introduced in Ark., Ill., 
Wislc., and Idaho. You can help support 
this legislation by signing a petition 
in favor of this bill, writing, phoning, 
or wiring your state legislators no__~w. 
For further information contact CITIZENS 
FOR THE UNDECLARED WAR,BILL, 657-2863. 

************************************** 
ST. ANDREWS METHODIST CHURCH 

Rev. Gerald Ackerman invites any 
resident of Cabin John to attend church 
services at the St. Andrews Methodist 
Church. The schedule is as follows: 

Sunday: 9am and llam Church School 
II am Worship Service 

St, Andrews Church is located at the 
Junction of Goldsboro and River Road. 

Anyone wishing further info~mation 
should call the church at 229-3383. 

The W.S.C.S. of St. Andrews is 
busy planning its April 28th "Dessert- 
Fashion Show-Bridge " meeting. This 
will be great fun and tickets are now 
being sold for $1.50 apiece. For infor- 
mation and reservations please call 
Mrs. Twaddell at 229-3663. 
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PTA NEWS - A N D  C 0 M M E N T  - 

TheAmerlcan Host program is looking 
for families who would be interested 
in having a European teacher~for a one 
or two week period during July or Aug. 
Through living with several American 
families, some misconceptions about 
"awful Americans" are dispelled~ and 
the teachers are able to go back to 
their teaching Jobs abroad with a 
better idea about our country. 

Youmay specify the week you would 
like your guest, whether you would 
prefer a man, woman, or couple, and 
if possible which country you would 
like. Assignments are made in early 
May~ so if you are interested, call 
Gay Thompson 530-3672 right away. 

A Bake Sale will be held during 
the lunch hour in the Clara Barton 
School on March 17. Donations are 
needed - call Mrs. Schmidt 365-1267. 

MOVIES!!! With CARTOONS yet~! 
March 26, at 2:30 pm in the All 
Purpose Room. Admission is 50¢ 
and popcorn and soft drinks are 
I0¢ each. 

??????????????????????????????????????? 
CABIN JOHN METHODIST CHURCH ' 

On April 3 at 7 pm, the Cabin John 
Methodist Church will present themovie 
"His Land". This film was made in con- 
nection with Billy Graham, and concerns 
the Jewish situation in Israel at the 
present time. The whole community is 
invited to see this timely film. Come 
to the church building on April 3. 

About a week ago, I happened 
onto the Little Falls Mall while 
doing an errand on Samgamore Rd. 
Of course I had heard about this 
relatively new mall, but not really 
knowing where it was, I had never 
taken the trouble to seek it out. 
Now I speak from experience ... 
"It's GREAT'." There are two enclosed 
levels containing 23 varied and 
interesting shops, among them a 
Peoples Drug Store, a Safeway, a 
cafeteria, a cleaners, a bank, dress 
shops, gift shops, art stores, a 
pet store and many more. Above this 
are two floors of office space and 
surrounding the building Is parklng 
space for over 800 cars. I checked 
the mileage from the Good N Quick 
to the mall, ~nd found it to be 
a scant 3 miles away, or only about 
5 minutes driving time. That must be 
the closest mall or shopping center 
to Cabin John. Here's a map to show 
you how to get to the Little Falls 

II Mall - - See you t~ere 

i l ~  L.a rw. 

See the Little Falls Mall Ads on 
the 1 st e of e V e • 

MAJORETTES 

Our Cabin John Majorettes are 
looking for a teacher. Anyone who 
is interested should call Mrs. Hunter 
at 65-49S0 for more information. 

COAC 
The greater Washington area now 

has a chapter of COAC (.Council on 
Adoptable Children). The aim of this 
organization is to encourage and help 
facilitate the adoption of "hard-to- 
place" children:children of minority 
races, older children, and those 
with medical~p~oblems. A Bethesda 
area open-housB meeting will be held 
at the home of Rev. and Mrs. Joe 
Rainey, 4918 Westaway Drive, Bethesda 
(229-2331) on March 19th at 8pm. For 
additional information regarding 
COAC, call Janet Hutchinson, 365-2144. 
************************************ 

BE A WISE CONSUMER 
You can shop better and pollute 

the environment less by using data 
already available to us. Dial-a-Con- 
sumer (549,4220) gives weekly tips 
on wise shopping, and various booklets 
are full of information. 
Eco-Tips, Concern Inc. free 466-2066 
Do-It-Yourself-Ecolo~y, Environmental 

Action Inc. Suite 400 666 llth 
st. D.C. 2ooo1  .25 

What Every Woman Should Know - and Do 
- About Pollution , Betty Ann 0tt~n~er 

EP Press, $I.75 [Printed on recycled 
paper). 



THE RECIPE LADY' S FILE 

OATMEAL BREAKFAST COOKIES 
Preheat oven to 350 
3/4 Cup vegetable oil 
3/4 Cup honey or ~ honey, ~ molassas 
I tsp vanilla 
I tsp salt 
3 eggs 
3 Tbsp evaporated milk 
2 Cups whole wheat or mixed grain flour 
I Cup oatmeal 
I Cup wheat germ 
I Cup raisins 
i Cup dates or dried fruit cut up 
I Cup Nutmeats chopped 
½ tsp baking soda 
Mix together. Drop in large spoonfulls 
on an ungreased cookie sheet. 

from Mrs. Bruce Wetzel 
IIIIII!11111111111111111111111111111111 

The Cabin John VFW~ill-be celebra- 
ting their 4th anniveCS~ry on March 13th 
with~a Dinner-Dance. O~ the third Thurs. 
in March, they'll be making their 
monthly visit to a Veterans Hospital. 
On these visits cakes, cookies, and 
punch are served and the patients are 
entertained with bingo and other games; 
prizes are awarded to winners and a fine 
time is had b~ all. A reminder that open 
dlnnersand bingo take place every Fri. 
night at the Post Hall in GreatFalls. 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I / / I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I i l 1 1 1 1 1  

TAX HEARINGS 
SeveralCabin John residents have 

recently gone up to Rockville for their 
individual tax hearings. A group protest 
about the method of assessing property 
in Montgomery County was expressed, and 
some more action might be forthcoming. 
Call Mrs. Wetzel.~ ~65-4918 for details. 

SEASONAL GARDENING 
Things to do in March 

Larg---~White 
Female Dog on 
Feb. 20. Big 
reward for re- 
turn or infor- 
mation leading 
to return. 
Call 469-8586 
or 483-5123. 

LOST: A 
Small, female 
Cairn Terrier 

~ uppy on Feb. • Reward. 
Call 469-6379 

When all danger of frost ks past, 
bulbs which bloom in the late summer 
and fall may ~be planted. Such bulbs 
include the ~ladiola, the golden 
Calla, and the Oxalis. i 

Plant seed~ of tomatoes, celery, 
and cabbage indoors nov , Bake the 
dirt in the oven before the seeds 
are planted. Sprinkle often and keep 
the boxes in a sunny location. 

Sweet Peas may be planted now. iDig 
holes 18 inches deep, cover the s4eds 
lightly, and be sure to •soak the I 
seeds before•plantlng. 

Taken from My Garden Helper fr6m 
Better Homes and Gardens magazine~ 

()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()()() 
NEWSY NOTES 

(Let me hear from you~) 
The Kimber Inkrotes willbe visiting 
in Cabin John this weekend, before 
going on tb Florida. 

Mr. Hirschel Kennedy passed away recent- 
ly. Services were held here, and the 
burial was in Georgia• The Kennedys 
live on Russell Road. 

EDITORS NOTE 
We have a staff[ 

Now there are several people you can 
call wit~ news. Let us hear from you[ 
Janet ~Hutchinson 365 - 2144 
Barbara Clark 469 - 6731 
Susan Vogt 469 - 6379 

Would you like to help out here 
too? 

ii 
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